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1. Fonds-level description 
 

Title 

 

Boyce Gaddes fonds 

 

Dates 

 

1947-1967 

 

Extent 

 

30 cm of textual records and other material 

 

Biographical sketch 

 

Donald Boyce Gaddes was born on October 10, 1912 in Kelowna, B.C. He attended elementary 

and high schools in Vancouver and Kelowna from 1919 to 1930 and was taught piano privately 

by his older sister and several piano teachers. By the time he had graduated high school in 1930 

he decided to pursue music as a career. 

 

In 1934 he received his Associate Diploma in piano teaching from the Toronto Conservatory of 

Music and that year established a teaching studio in Union Theological College at U.B.C. The 

following year he began his B.A. at U.B.C., subsequently attending Vancouver Normal School in 

1937-38. Gaddes later managed to delay his military service in order to complete a B.Mus. in 

theory and composition from the University of Oregon in 1942. After several years of teaching, 

he completed his Master's degree in composition from the University of Washington in 1955. 

 

During the War Gaddes served in the R.C.A.F. as a radar mechanic. Following the War he spent 

a brief period as a teacher of English and Mathematics in a Vancouver high school and then in 

the summer of 1946 secured a position with the Victoria Normal School. Gaddes continued 

teaching music at the Normal School until it merged with Victoria College in 1956; he played an 

integral part in the formation of the music curriculum during these years. In addition to his 

teaching responsibilities he found time to participate in a variety of musical performances in the 

community and composed several musical arrangements (included in the accession). 

 

With the amalgamation of the Victoria Normal School and Victoria College, Gaddes resumed his 

teaching responsibilities and continued to develop his curriculum, until he left U.Vic., at the 

then-new Gordon Head Campus, in 1967. From 1967 to 1974 he was an Intermediate Supervisor 

and then Director of Instruction in Campbell River and Courtney, at which time he retired to 

Victoria. He died 17 June 2012. 

 

Scope and content 



 

Fonds consists of music course outlines and examination papers (1950-1967), musical scores 

(1953-1956); programs, slides, and audio tapes of concerts at Victoria Normal School, Victoria 

College and the University of Victoria; and, historical outline of post-secondary music programs 

in Victoria, with photographs, text and original scores by Gaddes. 

 

Notes 

 

Gift of Boyce Gaddes, March 1990.  



2. Structure 
 

(no series or files)  



3. Inventory 
 

Accession 1990-P-1 

 

Box 1 

 

1.1 Concert programs: 

  Victoria Normal School Spring Concert, 1952, 1953 

  Victoria College Concerts, 1959-60, 1965 

  U.Vic. Choirs in Concert, 1966 

  Musical Scores (copies) 

  i. A Fairy's Song from Shakespeare's "A Mid-Summer Night's Dream"; music by  

     Gaddes 

  ii. Mary's Song from "Nix-Nought-Nothing" 

  iii. "High Flight" by J. Magee; music by B. Gaddes 

  iv. "Little Suite for Strings" by Gaddes 

  v. "The Dawn; The Birds" by W.W.E. Ross; music by Gaddes 

  vi. "Erosion" by E.J. Pratt; music by Boyce Gaddes 

1.2 Slides (6) of Britten's Opera "The Little Sweep" presented in Victoria Normal School's  

 Spring Concert, 1955 

1.3 Bulletins (3), Prov. of B.C., Dept. of Education Division of Cirriculum – Music, 1953-54 

1.4 "Post-Secondary Music Programs in Victoria"; Contains a Historical outline with 

photographs, text and photographs of P.N.S. Concerts, practice melodies, programs of 

Concerts, and scores of original music by Boyce Gaddes, 1947-57 

1.5 "Music Course Outlines and Examination Papers," 1950-67 

 

Accession 1990-T-35 

 

Box 1 

 

1.1 Performance of St. Matthew Passion. U.Vic. Choir and Soloists. Conductor Otto  

 Mueller. Part I, 1964 

1.2 Performance of St. Matthew Passion. U.Vic Choir and Soloists. Conductor Otto  

 Mueller. Part II, 1964 

1.3 Performance of Mozart Requiem by Victoria College Choir, Victoria Symphony and 

soloists, conductor Hans Gruber, 1962 

1.4 Performance of Dream of Gerontius by Victoria College Choir, Victoria Symphony  

 and Soloists. Conductor Clifford Evans, 1963 


