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60 cm of textual records 

Biographical Sketch 

Members of the Cavenagh family were British Army officers and officers of the East India 
Company serving primarily in the Straits Settlements, Malaya, Singapore, and Penang. 

Scope and Content 

The fonds consists of commissions, certificates, orders, proclamations and other documents of 
Sir Orfeur Cavenagh, James Gordon Cavenagh, and Gordon Cavenagh; correspondence between 
Matthew Cavenagh Kinsey (Canada East) and R. Calvert (London), 1864-1867; letter books of 
Henry William Dent, 1881-1893, and Sir Orfeur Cavenagh; private letter books and diaries, 
1837-1888; and printed material. 

Finding Aids 

Item list available. 

Title Source 

Title based on the contents of the fonds. 



INVENTORY OF CAVENAGH PAPERS 
 
 
BOX 1 
 
1. "Grandfather's Papers" (James Gordon Cavenagh) 
 
 a.  Certificate, Honourary Member, Royal Jennerian 
  Society CF. BOX 7       (1836) 
 b. Commission as Surgeon , Royal Staff Corps   (1800) 
 c. Certificate of service, 2nd Irish Brigade   (1790) 
 d. Active service order, 83rd Regiment    (1797) 
 e. Certificate of service, 63rd Regiment    (1800) 
 f. Order to rejoin regiment      (1804) 
 g. Certificate of service      (1818) 
 h. Map of Dr. Cavenagh's farm, Ham Street, Kent 
 i. Letter from Dr. Cavenagh to his wife  November 26, 1830 
 
 
II. "Father's Papers" Sir Orfeur Cavenagh 
 
 a. Commissions in Queen's and East India Company 
  Services: 
 
  i.  Lieutenant (E.I.C.)    January, 1842 
            ii.  Lieutenant (Army)    January, 1842 
           iii.  Lieutenant (Army)    July, 1842 
           iv.  Captain (E.I.C.)     August, 1850 
  v.  Captain (Army)    August, 1850 
            vi  Lieutenant -Colonel (E.I.C.)   November, 1854 
           vii  Lieutenant-Colonel (Army)   November, 1854 
          viii  Major, Bengal Staff Corps,   November, 1861 
  ix  Lieutenant-Colonel, Bengal Staff Corps June, 1863 
  x  Major-General (Army)    September, 1866 
  xi  Lieutenant-General (Army)   September, 1874 
  xii  Honourary Colonel (Volunteer Forces) June 1884 
 
 b. Letter from War Office    September 9, 1885 
 c. Certificate of qualification as Interpreter (1840) 
 d. Surgeon's statement re wound to left arm (1846) 
 e. Memorial to E.I.C. re brevet rank of major (1851) 
 f. Certificate from Major Hill, 4th Cavalry (1851) 
 g. Letters from Secretary to the Governor General 
  i.       November 7, 1854 
  ii       March 31, 1857 
  iii       March 31, 1857 
Box 1 (continued) 
 
 h. Proceedings of Medical Committee  March 14, 1859 
 i. Medical certificate, Surgeon O'Dwyer  February 19, 1855 
 j. Medical certificate, Surgeon MacKinnon February 18, 1859 
 k. Proceedings, Committee re Mess Affairs (1864) 



 l. Documents relating to award as Knight  
  Commander, Star of India   (1881) 
  i. Warrant as Knight Commander 
  ii Proceedings of investment service 
  iii Letter from Garter King at Arms 
  iv Statutes of the Order 
 m. Diploma as Knight Harbinger, Primrose  
  League      (1885) 
 n. Letter to Earl of Kimberly on behalf of his  
  eldest son      (1881) 
 o. Testimonial from the inhabitants of Penang 
  (Cf. O/ S Roll 8)     (1867) 
 p. Certificates from Industrial Exhibition, London 
  (Cf. O/ S Box 7)     (1862) 
  i Class IV (O/ S) 
  ii Class XI (O/ S) 
 q. Certificates from Nagpore Exhibition 
  Cf.  O/ S Box 7     (1866) 
  i Certificate of thanks 
  ii Ceritificate of 2nd prize for coffee exhibit 
 r. Picture of initiation ceremony, Chinese secret 
  society.  Cf O/ S Box 7 
 s. Plan of the battle of Maharajpore  Cf. O/ S Box 7  
 t. Letter in Urdu from the King of Ouda  Cf. 
  O/ S Box 7  (Scroll)     (1858) 
 u. Queen Victoria's Proclamation to the people 
  of India.  Cf. O/ S Box 7    (1858) 
 v. Manuscript of translation from the Koran 
 w. Manuscript concerning the Poor Law and  
  private charity. 
 
III. "Uncle Gordon's Papers"  (Gordon Cavenagh) 
 
 a. Commissions 
  i Captain     January 1860 
  ii Captain     January 1862 
  iii Major     January 1865 
  iv Lieutenant Colonel   January 1871 
  v Colonel     January 1876 
 
Box 1 (continued) 
 
V. Unlisted Items 
 
 a. Record of service of Major-General Orfeur 
  Cavenagh (3 printed & 1 typewritten copies) 
 b. Clan Kavanagh in the Imperial service (offprint 
  from the Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland) 
 c. Letters to or relating to Matthew Cavenagh and  
  his estate 
  i    Letter from R. Calvert to M. Cavenagh February 22, 1864 
  ii   Letter from R. Calvert to M. Cavenagh February 25, 1864 
  iii  Letter from R. Calvert to M. Cavenagh April 28, 1864 



  iv   Letter from R. Calvert to M. Cavenagh July 18, 1864 
  v    Letter from R. Calvert to M. Cavenagh November 23, 1864 
  vi   Letter from R. Calvert to Major General  
         O. Cavenagh expressing regret at the  
         news of the death of the General's 
         brother Matthew.    August 31, 1867 
  vii  Letter from J. Millington to General 
         Cavenagh re estate of M. Cavenagh n.d. 
  viii Letter from Smith Leith to General 
         Cavenagh re estate of M. Cavenagh Sept. 17, 1867 
  ix    Letter from Smith Leith to General 
         Cavenagh     November 25, 1867 
  x     Memorandum, signed by R. Calvert in  
         Re Millington and Cavenagh  n.d. 
 d. Letter book of H.M. Dent (much of it in- 
  decipherable).  Possibly H.W. Dent (Henry 
  William Dent).     Dec 1887-Oct 1893 
 
 
 
 BOX 2: PRIVATE LETTER BOOKS 
 
 i Regarding Straits Settlement. Dec 5, 1859 -Oct 20, 1868 
   Eleven Volumes     
 ii Regarding current affairs - Apr 21, 1868 -Dec 1874 
   Three Volumes     
 
 
BOXES 3, 4 AND 5:  PRIVATE DIARIES 
 
 i Indian service - 5 volumes June 12, 1837 to 
       April 26, 1859 
 ii Straits service - 4 volumes April 27, 1859 to 
       June 15, 1862 
 iii Private life - 6 volumes  May 17, 1867 to 
       June 30, 1888 
 
 
 
BOX 6: PRINTED BOOKS AND PAM PHLETS 
 
a. Abstract of general orders from 1840 to 1845  (1847) 
b. Abstract of general orders from 1847 to 1849  (1851) 
c. Abstract of general orders from 1852-1853  (1855) 
d. Evidence given before the Commission of Inquiry 
 into the charges against Sir James Brooke  (1854) 
e. Returns connected with the proposed transfer of  
 the Straits Settlement to the Colonial Office  (1864) 
f. The British possession in the Straits of Malacca (1861) 
g. Protection of the Straits and formation of local 
 forces       (1863) 
h. Proceedings of an investigation ...into charges 
 preferred against the Police Force of Pinang  (1859) 



i. Report on the Straits transfer question by the  
 Committee appointed at the Town Hall public  
 meeting, December 11th, 1863.    (1864) 
j. Correspondence between His Honour the  
 Governor of the Straits Settlement, and His  
 Highness the Rajah of Johore.    (1865) 
k. A statement regarding Sarawak by J. Brooke  (1862) 
 
 
 
 
BOX 7: OVERSIZE ITEM S 
 
1. Certificate, Honourary Member, Royal Jennerian 
 Society (Cf. Box 1, a.)     (1836) 
2. Certificates from Industrial Exhibition, London 
 i Class IV (cf. Box 1, p.)    (1862) 
 ii Class XI (cf. Box 1, p.) 
3. Certificates from Nagpore Exhibition 
 i Certificate of thanks (cf.  Box 1, q.) 
 ii Certificate of 2nd prize for coffee exhibit 
  (cf. Box 1, q.)     (1866) 
4. Picture of initiation ceremony, Chinese secret 
 society (cf. Box 1, r.) 
5. Plan of the battle of Maharajpore (cf. Box 1, s.) 
6. Letter in Urdu from the King of Ouda (Scroll)  
 (cf. Box 1, t.)       (1858) 
7. Queen Victoria's Proclamation to the people of 
 India.  (Cf. Box 1, u.)     (1858) 
 
 
 
SCROLL 8:  TESTIM ONIAL FROM  THE INHABITANTS OF PENANG 
 
A lso with the Archive: 
 
Pamphlet, Honourable Artillery Company 1537-1937 n.d. 
The Illustrated London News Record of the Transvaal 
War, 1899-1900.  Inscribed "Hugh Maurice"   n.d.  
 



Cavenagh letterbooks 

The following are transcribed copies of Sir Orfeur Cavenagh's private letterbooks from his time 
as Governor of the Straits Settlements (Singapore, Malaya and Penang). Major General Sir 
Orfeur Cavenagh KCSI (1820–1891) was the last India-appointed Governor of the Straits 
Settlements. He governed there from 1859 to 1867. 

Transcription made available through the cooperation of the family and the Bodleian Library of 
Commonwealth & African Studies at Rhodes House, Oxford. 

Private letterbooks, 1859-1868 

http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/rhodes
http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/rhodes


Private Letter Book 

Governor’s Office 

Singapore December 5 1859 

My dear Lewis, 

I shall feel much obliged by your obtaining and forwarding to me with the least practicable delay 
any information you can possibly procure on the following points connected with the Native 
State of Acheen in Sumatra. 

1st. Anchorage at the Principal Port, including the nature of Bottom, Sand, Mud or Rock, 
sheltered or exposed at different seasons to prevailing winds, Depth of Water from two miles 
inwards etc. 

2nd. (Neighbouring Coast) whether bold and rugged or low and swampy. 

3rd. (Landing Places), sand, mud or rock. How far affected by the tides. 

4th. (Rise and Fall of the Tides) 

5th. (defence of the Port) number and position of the different Batteries, Stockades, how armed 
and manned whether by Pieces of Eight or heavy calibre. 

6th. (River leading up to the Capital) whether navigable for any distance by large ships — What 
depths of water to be found opposite the Capital. Whether it is obstructed at the mouth or 
anywhere in its course, by bars or sandbanks. How far affected by the tide. 

7th. Distance of the Capital from the Port and means of communication with it. 

8th. (Nature of the Country between the Port and the Capital). Whether flat or undulating, dry or 
marshy, cultivated or uncultivated, open or jungly, easily traversed or intersected by Creeks. 

9th. General features of the Acheen Coast - with those of the different places for anchorage. 

10th. Salubrity or otherwise of the Coast and the inland Districts. 

11th. Extent and Nature of Military Armed Force at the disposal of the Sultan, Artillery, Cavalry, 
Infantry, how armed and equipped. 

12th. Extent and nature of Naval Armed Force. 

13th. Extent and nature of commerce with other Nations. 



Any general account which you may be able to furnish regarding the above State - the habits etc. 
of its inhabitants and the power exercised by the ruler, will be acceptable. Of course, in making 
your enquiries regarding the several points to which I have drawn your attention you will take 
care to do so in such a manner as not to attract observation. Should you be unable to procure the 
information I require at Penang, and have at your disposal the services of a man in whom you 
can place implicit trust, you are at liberty to send him over to Acheen by any favourable 
opportunity, but this course is not very advisable, and can hardly I imagine be necessary, as there 
must be many masters of Ships and Native Nakhodas who must be well acquainted with the 
Country and from whom valuable information may be collected, without at the same time their 
suspicions being excited. 

Believe me etc. 

Sgd Orfeur Cavenagh 

JB 

  

Singapore, December 7, 1859 

My dear Grey, 

Many thanks for your letter of the 25 Nov. I am afraid I shall not be able to obtain such 
information here regarding Acheen, the only person I can hear of who has visited it being 
Captain Wright who has not been there for the last 10 years; by his account the anchorage is fair, 
but vessels must lie some 2 or 3 miles from land, and that Men of War would not be able to 
cover a landing if one were necessary to be made. The Country from the shore to the Sultan’s 
residence is apparently a mass of Jungle, so that the only means of approach to the latter is by 
means of the River, which is navigable for ships’ Pinnaces carrying 12 Pr. Guns though there is a 
nasty bar at the mouth, having only three feet at low and 5 feet 6 inches at high water. Unless 
recently erected there are no Batteries along the shore and when a salute from a Man of War is 
returned it is necessary to give previous notice to enable the Sultan’s people to bring down one 
or two old Pieces which are planted on the land. Had your letter reached me two days earlier I 
would have procured a good account of Acheen from Captain McClure of the Esk who visited 
the place last year — the Esk has left this {port?} for Labuan and Siam but she will be at Penang 
about the middle of next month. I shall also visit there about the same time to make my tour of 
Inspection and to await any orders that may be sent regarding the expedition to Acheen which 
will I presume start from Penang as the nearest station. I have sent privately to Mr Lewis a string 
of queries regarding Acheen which I have little doubt he will be able to answer and I will then 
reply to your official communication. All the letters regarding the Penang case and the 
establishment for the court will be forwarded by the next Calcutta Mail — The last proof of 
evidence he submitted at the investigation have just been received. I believe matters are settling 
down at Malacca and by the last accounts Macpherson was of opinion that the influence of the 
Hooeys had been materially checked. 



Cavenagh 

JB 

Extracts from letter to Captain Macpherson 

Singapore 21 Dec 1859 

With regard to Mr Neubronner his advancement must now depend very much on himself, 
coming as he is to rather an expensive place and being I understand of somewhat expensive 
habits, as you take an interest, you might perhaps give him a hint that I look upon debt as a 
serious bar to anyone’s promotion to an office of trust and responsibility. 

Although Earle does not wish to leave Penang at present, I believe Barradaile will be provided 
for by Mr Braddell’s resignation. Which I understand will take place immediately on his return 
from furlough. There is I think every probability of my being able to meet your wishes, with 
respect to allowing your temporary arrangements for the performance of the duties of Asst 
Resident to hold good until Playfair’s final intentions are known. I hardly think he will return. 

If you think Ayer Panas a better place for the Asst. to hold his Court than Kassang issue your 
instructions accordingly, mentioning that you have done so — I selected the latter because it 
appeared by your Map that there was a large Police Station and Bungalow there — I shall be 
happy to remit the remainder of the confinement inflicted upon the offending Punghooloos, but I 
would do so apparently upon your recommendation, when all the others are assembled to make 
their salaam, or, so I suppose you call it Kasee Jalil, this would strengthen your hand, as shewing 
that after all you are the actual authority to whom they must look. 

I do not think there is any chance just at present of your having to take any steps with regard to 
your friends, the French Priests. England is now almost too well prepared although of course a 
spark might kindle into a flame at any moment. In the event of War being declared, you would at 
once send them down under escort to Singapore, where they would be duly furnished with 
Passports and directed to leave the British Settlements. 

True Extracts JB 

Sec 

  

Copy 

Singapore December 27/59 

My dear Barradaile, 



I am much obliged for your letters of the 25 Ulto and 20 Instant, and the information they afford 
on matters connected with the Province under your charge. There are many points relative to the 
duties performed in the Land Office, which, as far as I can ascertain will require looking into and 
I shall certainly institute a strict enquiry on my arrival at Penang into the cause of the delay that 
has occurred in issuing their grants to the peasant Proprietors, in having to dance attendance at 
the Office for several days, ere they receive the grants to which they are entitled; this being an 
undisputed fact cannot necessitate your being called upon to submit any charge against the Clerk, 
if there be grounds for a Charge, they will be elicited in the course of the investigation as to the 
cause of the delay. I am glad to find that you are making yourself acquainted with the wants of 
your District, (the roads should never have been placed under the charge of the Municipal 
Commissioners with reference to Section V of the Municipal Act, they should have been kept 
under the control of the Local Govt, the Commissioner as at present merely looking after those 
extending to a distance of three miles from the Town, on this subject enquiries will be necessary 
hereafter — The Commissioners have submitted a project for a new bridge, which both Collyer 
and Man declare would not be sufficiently strong to support its own weight. 

I purpose insisting upon the Assistant in Province Wellesley holding, as has already been ordered 
at Malacca, his Court either once a week or once a fortnight, as may appear most desirable, at 
one of the out stations, so as to enable the peasantry to have their cases decided without being 
compelled to take a long trudge into Butterworth, at the same time by a new arrangement with 
regard to the Police, I hope to be able to relieve him of his duties as Coroner, which are not, in 
my opinion, suited to his appointment, etc. etc. etc. 

Sgd O Cavenagh 

True extract 

27/12 J Burn 

Singapore 27/12/59 

To Col Thomson C B, 

Commissary General 

My dear Thomson, 

I dare say you will be surprised at receiving this letter and somewhat perhaps at its contents. The 
subject I am writing about being that of procuring elephants for your Department — since I have 
been down here and have heard frequent mention made of the numerous Elephants to be found 
on the Mooar River, which runs through the Native District adjoining our Settlement at Malacca, 
and it has struck me that it might perhaps be worth while for the Commissariat to establish a 
Depot for the purpose of purchasing Elephants for transportation to India — at present no efforts 
are made to capture them and therefore I can give you little information on the subject of their 
probable cost etc., but if you consider the arrangement of having a Depot at Singapore likely to 
prove advantageous and will furnish me with a Memo of points upon which you will require 



information I will have all your queries duly answered. I presume that you are now making 
arrangements for the coming Campaign in China; if we have 15,000 men employed in that 
quarter your labour will not be light. From all I hear the Country will supply you with little and 
you will have to be almost entirely dependent on your own resources; there will be great 
difficulties also with regard to carriage, but few beasts of burthen are procurable in China, and 
for the transport of your provisions and stores you will be mainly dependent upon Chinese 
Porters. You should have two Officers in this part of the world — one at Labuan to draw out the 
resources of Borneo, whence you can be supplied with Bullocks, and the other for the Straits 
Settlements, to extract whatever may be procurable from the Malay Peninsula and Sumatra — 
our own Territories, I am sorry to say, will give you nothing except by the bye Sago, Tobacco 
and perhaps Rum and Sugar from Province Wellesley, this latter officer should be peripatetic, 
etc. etc. 

Sgd O Cavenagh 

True extract  

27/12 J Burn 

  

Confidential No 1 Singapore 27 December 1859 

To: The Secretary to the Govt of India 

Foreign Dept 

Sir, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter N. 6673 of the 25 Ulto and to report 
for the information of His Honor the President in Council that as far as I have been yet able to 
ascertain the anchorage at Acheen is an open roadstead sheltered by the land from the South 
West, but exposed to the North East Monsoon. Large vessels anchor between 2 and 3 miles from 
the Coast in from 9 to 14 fathoms, smaller vessels may run to about half a mile from the Landing 
Place. 

2. The shore opposite the Anchorage is sandy and men can land easily at high water but  

there would be some little difficulty with regard to guns. 

3. There are a few houses near the landing place, but there are no roads leading from it to  

the interior and the only means of communication is by the River. Apparently little or no 
opposition could be offered to our Force in the event of its being deemed necessary to land. 



4. Respecting the defences I have received contradictory accounts. There is an old English Fort 
which commands the Mouth of the River and is said to have been recently heavily armed, and 4 
Gun Battery is also stated to have been erected in the same locality. 

5. The mouth of the river is protected by a natural bar covered during the spring tide at  

low tide by only about 3 feet and at high water by about 5 feet 6 inches of water, so that even 
large boats have some difficulty at times in crossing. This barrier once passed there are few 
obstacles to armed boats proceeding up the river to the Sultan’s residence. 

6.Owing to the indisposition of the Resident Councillor at Penang I have not yet  

received information upon several points which I was compelled to write to him to obtain, as it 
would be more valuable than any that could be procured here owing to there being constant 
intercourse between Penang and Acheen. On the receipt of Mr Lewis’ reply I hope to be able to 
furnish a more detailed report than the present 

O Cavenagh 

Governor 

True copy 

28/12 J Burn 

Secty 

  

Singapore Dec 28/1859 

To: A Sconce Esq., 

Member of the Legislative Council. 

My dear Mr Sconce, 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 21st Ulto 

and to enclose for your information an Extract from a letter recently received from the Resident 
Councillor at Malacca together with copies of Office Records bearing upon the subject of the 
rights of the Land holders at that Station. From a perusal of the latter more especially from that 
of the President’s Minute dated 26’ November 1829 (in which as in some others I have marked 
the more important passages) it is I think tolerably clear, that the so called Proprietors were never 
granted Proprietory rights, their rights were strictly limited to the power of levying the 
Government dues from the Peasantry, whilst for this privilege they were bound to keep up an 



efficient Police, to maintain all existing roads, canals etc. in a proper state of repair, and to cause 
the waste lands to be cleared and cultivated, the Government reserving to itself the right to 
resume the land at pleasure, in some cases however a claim is made to moderate compensation 
being admitted, though in others it was entirely ignored. 

With regard to the redeemed grants there can therefore be little difficulty, the grantees had 
certain privileges, which they willingly surrendered for fixed annuities, thus their connection 
with the land was altogether severed, the Government has evidently the right to dispose of the 
land and the question to be decided is the amount to be given to the Annuitants, in liquidation of 
their present claims, although inclined to treat them liberally I cannot coincide with Captain 
Macpherson in thinking that their Annuities are worth 20 years’ purchase. Government is at 
present paying over 6 per cent for the new loan, the Municipal Commissioners at Singapore have 
been paying 9 per cent and those at Penang, 12 per cent for loans contracted for Public purpose 
and indeed this latter rate of Interest may be considered the prevalent rate of Interest throughout 
the Straits Settlements; hence in my opinion, if the Government were to give the Malacca 
Annuitants 12 years’ purchase, the arrangement would be for the Annuitants a most 
advantageous one. 

As respects the holders of the unredeemed grants, there are certainly perhaps now some 
objections to our treating them in the same way as the Annuitants, still although they have held 
the ground for thirty years the conditions of their holdings have not altered, and if the 
Government had originally the rights of resumption, that right, never having been formally 
relinquished. Is still possessed. Moreover calculating the income they at present derive from the 
land, an offer of 12 years’ purchase would in all probability be thankfully accepted, as they 
might be allowed to retain their Estates, valid Titles being given to them and at the same time an 
assessment being imposed upon them in like manner as upon all other land in the British Indian 
Territories, not being freehold, either by purchase or by special grant 

I cannot discover in any of the works of reference in my Library any precise information as to 
the rights of the Sovereign with regard to the collection of dues upon all mines opened within his 
dominions, if however there can be any doubt as to the old System, under which Royalties were 
enforced, being still in existence in these Settlements, it would be advisable to insert a special 
stipulation in the grants, as the greater portion of our Revenue at Malacca is derived from the Tin 
Mines. 

Trusting you will forgive all the trouble I have given you 

Orfeur Cavenagh 

True Copy J Burn 

29/12/59 Sect 

List of Documents transmitted 

Copy - Proceedings of a Meeting held on the 10th October 1826. 



Ditto for 11’ October 1826. 

" - of Report on Malacca lands dated 30’ Janry/28. 

" - Translation of an old Dutch order made by V W Lewis on the 30’ April 1828.  

" - Statement of Lands taken by Government dated 26’ November 1829 

" - Minute by the President dated 26’ November 1829.  

" - Statement of Lands unredeemed, dated 23’ December 1859. 

" - List of Annuities paid to Landed Proprietors in October 1859. 

" - Extract from resident Councillor’s letter dated 21’ November 1859.. 

sgd Orfeur Cavenagh 

JB 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Extract from a demi-Official from the Governor to Captain Macpherson, R.C. Malacca 

Singapore 30’ December /59 

I am sorry to say that within the last few days Dunman has received so unfavourable an account 
of Mr Neubronner, as respects the serious nature of his liabilities that he has deemed it his duty 
to bring the matter to my notice, with an earnest request that I will not, as originally arranged, 
bring him into the Police in Mr Toomey’s vacancy, as with his heavy debts, which would be at 
once transferred from Malacca to this place, he could not consider him sufficiently trustworthy to 
admit of his being placed in so important a charge as that of a District; under these circumstances 
it is absolutely necessary that I should refrain from insisting upon an arrangement to which I 
know that Dunman is opposed on conscientious grounds alone, as he originally suggested my 
giving him a trial under his immediate supervision with a view of course to future preferment, 
and consequently I shall feel much obliged by your kindly sending for Mr Neubronner, telling 
him candidly what I have now mentioned without of course making use of Dunman’s name, and 
stating that it will be out of my power to take his claims to Government employ into 
consideration until he has thoroughly extricated himself from his present pecuniary 
embarrassments; this decision with reference to the remarks contained in my former letter cannot 
I presume cause him much surprise. I am sorry for it for his Father’s sake; at the same time the 
public good demands that I should abstain from employing in an important Department any 
person in whom the head of that Department has been obliged to declare his want of confidence, 
owing to his notorious insolvency. Mr Toomey has been appointed Deputy Commissioner at 
Malacca but will I am afraid be detained for a short time owing to his having to give evidence in 
the recent murder case.. 



True Extract 

30/12/59 J Burn 

Sect 

  

To Captain Man R C Singapore 31 Dec/59 

My dear Man, 

With reference to our conversation yesterday I shall feel much obliged by your furnishing me 
with any detailed information in your power relative to the arrangement under which the 
Tumongong supports to a certain extent the gunboats etc. If it was under an agreement with this 
Government it will be out of my power to recognize his right to withdraw from it, without 
submitting the question for the consideration of the Supreme Government. I have always 
understood that there was a mutual agreement to maintain a force to keep down Piracy in the old 
Straits to which the Tumongong should contribute a certain sum. If this is the case, I am at a loss 
to understand on what plea he can now expect to be relieved from the payment of his quota; if 
his contribution has been entirely voluntary, of course, he can, if he likes stop it, though even 
then I should think it right to report the matter to India. 

Sd Orfeur Cavenagh 

31/12 True copy J Burn 

Sect 

Confidential No 2 Singapore 4th January 1860 

To the Off. Sec. Govt. of In. Foreign Dept. 

Sir, 

With reference to my letter No 1 of the 27th Ulto I have the honor to forward herewith for 
submission to his honor the President in Council, a Native Sketch of the Acheen River. Showing 
the positions of the different Batteries by which it is defended. 

2. Owing, I regret to say, to the serious indisposition of the Resident Councillor at  

Penang, up to the present he has been unable to furnish the information he was called upon to 
afford, and I am consequently afraid that it will be out of my power to forward any detailed 
account of the Acheen Coast and its defences, until my arrival at Penang which I expect to reach 
towards the end of the current month. 



/sd/ Orfeur Cavenagh Colonel 

Governor 

True copy J Burn 

Sect 

Extract from letter from the Governor to Captn Macpherson R C Malacca 

Singapore Janry 7th/60 

I have not heard anything more from Man regarding the Tumongong complaint. I should 
certainly prohibit his making any aggressive move upon his neighbour of Mooar, we cannot 
allow fighting to go on near our Frontiers. (I have received a letter from Mr Cameron, the 
Candidate for the School Mastership at Malacca, the style of it fully bears out the Bishop’s 
opinion regarding him, and shows his unfitness for the appointment, he would quarrel with his 
assistants before he had been 24 hours in charge. 

JB 

Singapore January 11 1860 

My dear Grey, 

Many thanks for the trouble you have taken with respect to the Cotton seed which has arrived 
safely and will accompany me to Penang whence I will dispatch it to the Rajah of Quedah. 

I have little news to give you from this quarter, everything I am happy to say going on smoothly; 
the Punghooloos at Malacca all very penitent and anxiously awaiting my visit in the hopes of 
obtaining a mitigation of their punishment which I have arranged with Macpherson is to be 
granted upon his representation in their behalf at the Durbar which I propose holding for the 
purpose of allowing the Native Officials to make their salaam to the new Governor, a little 
clemency in this case will I think have a beneficial effect, as it is the first occasion on which the 
terrors of the Law have been brought to bear against Members of the Secret Societies; on this 
occasion certainly the common law can be used with effect and Sir Richard McCausland is of 
opinion that no special law is required, but (it must be remembered that in Sir Richard we have a 
judge who will always support the Govt if he can do so conscientiously and will certainly never 
wilfully oppose it) we may have a judge of another stamp, or who although perhaps equally 
conscientious may take another view of the powers vested in the Authorities at Common Law 
(there has indeed been in Singapore an instance of the Police having entered the place of 
assembly of a Secret Society where the President was in the act of administering the oaths to the 
neophytes and yet the case was obliged to be compromised because there was no one who 
understood Chinese sufficiently to be able to say that the oaths being administered were illegal. 
On the above occasion a copy of the rules of the Society was seized, it is now with a translation 
subsequently made in my possession, the 4th Rule is……now although the rule may originally 



have been intended only to apply to resistance to the authority of the Chinese Mandarin, when 
the oath is administered to our Malay subjects, it can only be deemed applicable to the Troops of 
the only power they recognize, viz the British, and it is certainly not advisable to admit to admit 
of the possibility of the whole of the different races being banded together under a solemn oath 
to oppose the Government. I do not think there is now any immediate danger of such being the 
case, still I cannot help being of opinion that it is right to guard against such a contingency. At all 
the Settlements the principal instigators of the Hooey Movements are men who apparently come 
to the Straits with hardly any other object, having often no professed means of livelihood and no 
tie to the country; in fact they live by preying upon the fears of their neighbours. At Singapore 
and Penang Settlements that have been formed by us, the Chinese element preponderates among 
the population, but this {is} not the case at Malacca where the Chinese Residents are in a great 
measure confined to the Towns, the Peasantry being chiefly Malays, whilst the men who have 
been most concerned in establishing the Hooeys have been the Chinese Miners who are perfectly 
migratory and live as much in the adjoining Native States as in our territories. They are rather 
inclined to be turbulent and have once or twice given the R.C. a little trouble. 

I am in hopes that I shall be able to get out in the Tin Districts, they form a very important 
portion of the Settlement and were an English Company established to work the mines would not 
only I believe yield a good revenue to Government but also a handsome profit to the Company, 
for want of proper Machinery for clearing out the water, the Chinese Miners are unable to 
penetrate to any great depth and as soon as a mine is flooded they leave it and commence their 
excavations elsewhere. An Engineer was sent out by a Company from England some little time 
ago but he would insist, against all remonstrances upon exposing to the sun etc. and 
consequently was attacked by fever and went home and reported that although there was no want 
of ore the climate was deadly, this put a stop to further operations. 

(By the bye I think it right to mention that if the Indian Govt is to be held in any way responsible 
for a sufficient supply of coal being left at Singapore to meet the wants of the Indian steamers 
proceeding with Troops and Invalids to and from China, it is advisable that steps should be taken 
to order out a supply from England, we only retain sufficient for our own wants and at present 
have not more than 600 tons in store. Her M’s Navy however having about 9000 which is chiefly 
sent out here from home, whilst the Local Store is replenished by purchases made here at a very 
high rate.) 

True Extract 

J Burns 

January 11’ 1860 Singapore 

Copy 

My dear Mr Sconce, 

By the mail I have the pleasure to send you a rough sketch of the Settlement of Malacca shewing 
the redeemed and unredeemed lands which I think give you an idea of the tract of country for 



which you are about to legislate and be perhaps found useful. In estimating the value of the 
annuities at about 12 years’ purchase I may possibly have somewhat underrated but I should 
certainly think 15 years should be the maximum or it might perhaps be advisable to make some 
arrangements under which the old proprietors receive back a portion of the land in part payment 
of their present annuities. When once the Act is passed and we can form at Malacca a proprietory 
Class, having little ready money and a permanent interest in the soil, the Settlement will become 
extremely prosperous and yield a considerable sum to our Treasury, as well as furnish us at 
Singapore with sufficient rice for the whole of our consumption. 

I am happy to say the Hooey Movement appears for the present to be effectually checked and I 
am in hopes that we shall not be troubled for some time to come though it is of course right to 
guard against all contingencies. 

Orfeur Cavenagh 

True Copy 

12/160 J Burn Captain 

Singapore 12 January 1860 

To Lt Col Yule, S Govt Ind P.W.D. 

My dear Yule, 

I think it right to forward for the information of the Governor-General a copy of a demi-official 
communication lately received from Captain Collyer announcing the great probability of his 
having to proceed to England on Medi-Cer. in March. His departure will be a great loss to me as, 
independent of his scientific attainments, he is an energetic and zealous Officer and one upon 
whom I could always depend for most cordial assistance in carrying out any design for the 
benefit of the Straits Settlements or of any of the Public Departments attached at Singapore, 
indeed the Municipal Commissioners consult him upon all Engineering matters and he is always 
ready to aid them with his advice; as he is only to be absent for a year or fifteen months I should 
have been satisfied with Captain McNair who is a smart and intelligent Officer as his locum 
tenens, but he tells me there are so many Engineer Officers of undoubted claims now 
unemployed that such an arrangement could not possibly be expected. I trust however that you 
will kindly cause a hint to be given to whoever may be appointed that he is not to interfere with 
the system Collyer has introduced into his Department, as temporary changes are never advisable 
and frequently give a good deal of unnecessary trouble. 

By the bye is there any truth in the Report that Chief Engineers are to become Secretaries to 
Government, from what I have seen of the working of the Department, I think the arrangement 
would be a good one and save a great deal of correspondence, here the Chief Engineer is 
virtually the Sect to Govt in the Public Works Dept. I always consult him before issuing any 
order and, except in matters of routine, his Drafts are submitted for my consideration before the 
fair copies are written, at the same time the whole of the work is again transmitted in my 



Secretary’s Office by means of a lengthy correspondence. Out Military Works here have 
progressed very well and by the time I return from my tour to Penang for which I plan to start on 
Monday I hope to find them completed. Up to the present we have not received our Guns from 
Madras and I have just addressed the Govt there on the subject as they have been long promised. 
(The principal item in our Budget for the year will be Civil Works, one, a very expensive one for 
the introduction of Water into Singapore, for which it appears to me that owing to great 
carelessness on the part of the authorities here, the Government has in a measure been pledged) 
It is a long story which I will give in full hereafter officially but the main fact is this — a Chinese 
Gentleman promised to make a handsome donation towards carrying out the undertaking, as a 
work of great charity to the work of the Town, without any consideration as to the expense 
involved, the Governor accepted the offer, at the same time however directing an Estimate to be 
prepared, the R C to whom the Order was issued being unfortunately an amateur Engineer, 
dispensed with the Estimate and commenced operations on his own judgment, upwards of £2000 
has been spent in the purchase of earthenware pipes, whilst the design for the work is still 
unexecuted and I believe it cannot cost less than three times the sum named, and may indeed cost 
much more. 

True extract J Burn Captain 

Governor’s Office 14/1/60 

My dear Mr Dunman, 

His Honor the Governor has passed the Secret Service Money Bill for 565 dollars, but desires me 
to ask if this is all right, as he does not exactly understand from the Memo on the back of your 
bill, whether you want the 500 dollars or not, how the Municipal Commissioners can have the 
power of settling it, as they have not authority (as far as the Governor knows) so to do. 

A fresh bill prepared and signed 

for sixty five dollars only 

14/1/60 J Burn 

My dear Collyer, 

In continuation of mine of 13th Instant the Governor has desired me to add that as Mr Campbell 
got four Gentlemen to value the land on Mr Prinsep’s behalf, it would perhaps be better if you 
were to take one or two other Government Officers into consultation with you, say the Surveyor 
General and Capt Man, but will leave you to do so or not as you think best, and therefore the 
enclosed notes are sent to you to forward or not as you like. 

True extract JB 

Malacca January 17/60 



My dear Captain Man, 

The Governor has desired me to write and mention to you that he has been thinking over the 
subject of granting shipping Licences to some non-officials at Singapore, and as it may to some 
appear a monopoly allowing the Superintendent of the Sailors’ Home to have the sole privilege, 
he would feel obliged if you would look about you, and if you can really find a respectable and 
proper person to be entrusted therewith, grant him a licence. 

J Burn 

Penang Hill 28/1/60 

My dear Mr Lewis, 

His Honour the Governor desires me to state that he cannot of course correspond with the Rajah 
of Acheen until he receives orders regarding him from Calcutta, and he therefore requests that 
you will merely inform Mr Nairne that an answer will be sent hereafter. 

J Burn 

Penang January 30 

My dear Thomson, 

I have duly received your letter of the 21st Inst, from Martineau and have furnished him with the 
requisite orders with the different authorities at Singapore to render him every possible 
assistance. (There will I believe be no difficulty in affording temporary accommodation to the 
Native Troops during their sojourn at the Settlement as previous to my departure I sanctioned a 
range of sheds sufficient to shelter about 700 men being put into a habitable state for that 
purpose. As for supplies nothing can be procured in the Straits and it will I think be advisable for 
you to send down Sheep and Wheat from Calcutta. When I left none of the former, even at the 
rate we pay viz $11.25 — about 26 rupees per head, were to be had. When once the troops reach 
China I believe it will be possible to procure Sheep and Wheat, the latter in large quantities from 
the Northern Provinces but I am unable at present to give you any idea of the prices, though I 
should imagine that they will certainly be higher than those ruling in Bengal. Martineau tells me 
that the Queen’s Commissariat will make arrangements for provisioning the European Troops. 
You will therefore have no need to dispatch an Agent to Labuan to purchase carriage for the 
Native Troops, you should endeavour to procure Ponies from Bali and Lombok taking care 
however not to interfere with your colleagues in the Rajah’s, who have already commenced 
opening up the field. Ponies may be procured at this Station from the neighbouring Native States, 
but the prices are high and they are not said to be as strong as beasts of burthen. The R.C. Mr 
Lewis is of opinion that there would be no difficulty in obtaining Elephants if it was thought 
desirable to establish them in China. 

Sd / Orfeur Cavenagh 



JB 

Confidential No 3 January 30/60 Penang 

To Govt Foreign Department 

Sir, 

With reference to the concluding Para: of my letter No 2 dated 4’ Instant I have the honour to 
enclose for submission to His Honour the President in Council a rough chart of the Acheen River 
and two papers containing replies to certain queries regarding the different points with respect to 
Acheen which I desired the Resident Councillor at this Station to obtain information. 

2. I deem it right to report that subsequent to my arrival here, I received from the  

Sultan of Acheen an intimation of his having instituted a blockade of two of the Rivers in Native 
feudatory states adjoining his territories. Although I have directed its contents to be made known 
to the agents and Commanders of Vessels proceeding to the Coast of Sumatra, I have not thought 
it advisable, pending receipt of further instructions, to enter into any correspondence with the 
Sultan and have consequently not acknowledged receipt of his missive. 

Governor 

True copy J Burn Captain. 

Sec. 

  

  

Extract Penang Feby 11/60 

My dear Man, 

I was out in the District when the Viscount Canning passed and only received your note on my 
return yesterday evening. I was therefore unable to meet your wishes with respect to writing to 
Calcutta for a remittance, but will do so by the next opportunity, this Chinese War will damage 
all our calculations relative to the rate of exchange. 

With regard to Mr Laforce’s request I have only to say that, in the event of suitable 
accommodation not being available at either of the Hotels for the French C in C, His Excellency 
is welcome to the use of Govt House, but I should not feel myself warranted in offering him 
accommodation, because it is out of my power to make proper arrangements for comfort. He will 
be attended I presume by a large suite, whilst as you are aware there are only two bedrooms in 
Govt House, all the Table and Bed linen, Plate, Glass, Crockeryware etc. have been locked up 



and the whole of the establishment with the exception of one Table Attendant and a Chuprassee, 
who are in charge of the furniture are with me here. I hope you will kindly place my carriage and 
horses at His Ecellency’s disposal to enable him to take an evening drive, my close carriage is I 
am afraid already at the Coachmakers’ as McNair promised to get it done for me ; he has charge 
of my stable and if you will let him know what orders are required will issue the necessary 
instructions to the Coachman. I hope we may have the pleasure of General Montauban’s society 
for an evening on the hill as Captain Gottlieb has received instructions to invite him and his 
family up as soon as the Steamer arrives. 

/sd/ Orfeur Cavenagh 

True extract J Burn 

Penang 13/2/60 

Extract 

My dear Sir Richard, 

Many thanks for your letter of the 5th Inst. I have already informed Sir Benson that, with 
reference to the agreement under which Govt covenanted to pay fixed salaries to the Sheriffs’ 
Establishment, on the introduction of his proposed table of fees would entail a loss upon the 
State it was out of my power to recommend its adoption, your having kindly written to the 
Sheriff to ascertain how the table would work, of course I have duly remitted the remainder of 
the term of imprisonment for 12 months to which that unfortunate young man Mr Tolson was 
sentenced, but as you had considered it necessary to inflict a fine of $250, with a view to the 
payment of Messrs Taylor Daulsberg & Co I hardly thought myself at present justified in 
remitting that portion of the punishment, as it is possible that his friends may yet come forward 
in order to save him from undergoing another six months imprisonment. Should they not do so, 
we might take the case into consideration when I return to Singapore. I hope this will meet your 
wishes. Of course you were perfectly right to remark upon the Statement furnished by McNair 
(with regard to the number of heinous offences committed by Convicts, the only doubt in my 
mind is how far in condemning a class, we can attribute to some of its Members crimes, 
regarding their implication in which proof has not been afforded and consequently in comparing 
their conduct with that of the other classes I only felt myself justified in calling for a return of 
offences, actually proved. I have not the return at hand to refer to but I had imagined that the 
name of the man suspected of having murdered the Farrier man was included, he being 
considered at the time as awaiting trial. I believe there are more murders committed by the 
Chinese than by any other class of Natives, thouigh possibly the Police are unable to discover 
them. As respects petty offences Dunman told me that his return would shew that Convicts are 
hardly ever brought before the Polcie, which of course they would be in the first instance, before 
being made over to the Superintendent for punishment, the fact indeed of large bodies of 
Convicts being armed and employed in restoring quiet, when the whole Country was convulsed 
by the Hooey outbreaks is a tolerable proof of the high state of discipline in which they are kept 
and the serious injury to the Settlement that might occur in the event of their removal and the 
consequent influx of a large number of Chinese Labourers. 



JB 

Penang 20/2/60 

My dear Mr Robertson, 

Before sending you a definite answer his Honour wishes to refer to the uncovenanted Furlough 
Rules, which I have sent for. I do not thik however he would like you to leave before he receives 
an answer from the Govt. of India to the long report on the ‘Meh’ case, nor would he approve of 
Mr Ward acting for you, in so large and scattered a District as this Should Mr Ward be hereafter 
deemed fit for higher employ, the Governor would prefer sending him to Singapore where he 
would have less active duties to perform. 

J Burn 

Confidential No 4 Penang 20/2/60 

To the Officiating Secrt to Govt, Foreign Dept. 

Sir, 

With reference to the concluding Para : of my letter No 3 dated 30’ Ulto, I have the honour to 
submit to the consideration of His Honour the President in Council a copy of a Petition received 
from certain Traders at this Settlement on the subject of the loss to which they will be rendered 
liable in the event of the blockade of the Ghegian and Passangan Rivers being maintained by the 
Sultan of Acheen. 

2. As far as I have been able to ascertain it appears that the Petitioners carry on trade with the 
Coromandel coast and that their Vessels, en route from India to Penang touch at Ports in 
Sumantra, where a portion of the Cargo is bartered for Betal nut to be delivered on the return 
voyage. Hence, as they will be leaving this {port ?}, in the course of next month, in case of the 
blockade being still in force, they will have no means of taking in the consignments for which 
payment has actually been made. 

3.Although it would not be right to admit articles contraband of War to be sent to  

Ports reported to have been blockaded, even in accordance with the rules of international law, I 
have great doubts as to how far we are bound to recognise Blockades instituted by petty Native 
Chiefs, either to give annoyance to their neighbours or feudatories or possibly to aid them in 
defrauding our traders of their just dues. 

4.A blockade to be lawful requires the actual presence of a Maritime Force off the  

Port to be blockaded, and sufficiently near to prevent communication, but, in the case of a 
Blockade of the description above referred to, it is most probable that the Blockading Force 
would only occasionally make its appearance, in the shape of a few armed Prahus in the 



neighbourhood of the Blockaded Port, with a view to the plunder of any defenceless Merchant 
Ship that might be lying there. 

JB 

Penang 25/2/60 

My dear Brigadier, 

Many thanks for your letter of the 22 Inst. I have of course no objection to the proposed 
arrangement regarding the location of the Native Troops en route to China at the Chinese Pauper 
Hospital on Ballestier’s Estate provided the measure can be conveniently carried out and is not 
opposed to the wishes of the Hsospital Committee. At the same time I deem it right to mention 
that as in your official letter requesting that the old Barracks might be placed into a habitable 
state of repair you expressly alluded to their being required to afford accommodation to 
Detahcments passing to and from China and i have reported accordingly to the Supreme Govt. 
They must be held available for that purpose. It is certainly perhaps not even desirable that the 
men of two armies should be quartered together but as the Seikhs will only remain for two or 
three days at Singapore and there is a tolerable distance between the two Lines of Barracks I 
should hardly anticipate their coming into collision. Sir Robert mcClure has of course the entire 
management of the Transports, but in the event of a Detachment landing it at once comes under 
your orders, and it is clear from the communication received from Calcutta that it is intended if 
possible that all the Seikh Regiments should land with a view to enabling the men to cook. 

True extract 

J Burn 

Penang Feb 27/60 

My dear Thomson, 

With reference to our former correspondence on the subject I deem it right to enclose copy of a 
letter I have just received from our Consul at Brunei relative to the supply of cattle to be obtained 
in Borneo, as in the event of our Commissariat being called upon to aid in supplying the 
European troops in China, Mr St John’s hints may be found useful. 

True extract 

J Burn 

Copy of Mr St John’s letter sent to Colonel Kenneth Mackenzie Deputy Quarter Master General 

Precis of letter to Mr Grey 29 February 1860 



Reported my being ready to return to Singapore on receipt of the orders expected with regard to 
Acheen. Transmitted an Extract from Captain MacPhersons’ on the subject of the Proclamation 
issed at Malacca and the remarks regarding it made by the Chinese Magistrate. 

Requested that if he had an opportunity he would call attention to the proposed modification of 
the Shipping Act with respect to the term ‘Home Going Vessels’ being allowed to include all 
those trading within the limits of the Eastern Archipelago. 

/signed/ O C True copy of Precis J Burn 

(Inserted Letters) 

Confidential No 9 

To the Resident Councillor 

Malacca 

Sir, 

I have been directed by his Honor the Governor to authorize your meeting if practicable 
requisiitons that may be made upon you by the Resident Councillor at Singapore by the sale of 
bills upon the Continental and Trasmarine Treasurer at the most favorable procurable. 

2. You will of course report to the Accountant General the amount of whatever bills you may 
draw giving previous intimation in the event of its being necessary to dispose of any upon the 
Rangoon treasury. 

O C 

March 5 

1860 

Confidetial No 8 

To Resident Councillor Penang 

Penang 5 March/60 

Confidential 

Sir, 

I have been directed by his honor the Governor to authorize your taking immediate steps to meet 
if practicable all demands likely to be made upon your treasury for the rent this month by the sale 



of bills upon the Continental and Transmarine Treasurers at the most favorable rate of exchange 
procurable and also by the same means to afford any assistance in your power to the Resident 
Councillor at Singapore in the event of your necessary {sic} any requisition for that offer. 

2. You will of course have {lose ?} no time in reporting to the Accountant General the amount of 
whatever bills you may draw giving previous intimation in case of its becoming necessary to 
dispose of any upon the Rangoon Treasury. 

O C 

Confidential No 8 

To the Resident Councillor Penang Penang 5 March/60 

Confidential 

Sir, 

I have been directed by his honor the Governor to authorize your taking immediate steps to meet 
if practicable all demands likely to be made upon yourTreasury for the rent this month by the 
sale of bills upon the Continental and Transmarine Treasurers at the most favorable rate of 
exchange procurable and also by the same means to afford any assistance in your power to the 
Resident Councillor at Singapore in the event of your necessary {sic} requisition for that offer. 

2. You will of course have {lose ?} no time in reporting to the Accountant General the amount of 
whatever bills you may draw giving previous intimation in case of its becoming necessary to 
dispose of any upon the Rangoon Treasury. 

O C 

No 6 

To The Secretary to Govt, Financial Department 

Confidential 

Sir, 

In continuation of my letters nos……and…..dated…..and …..Ult I have the honor to report for 
the information of his honor the President in Council that as it appears from a recent 
communication from the Resident Councillor at Singapore that Rupees are at present unsaleable 
at the Settlement, there being a glut in the market, whilst by the last mail I have received 
instructions to commence the building of barracks for a Regiment of European Infantry, while in 
the purcahse of ground and materials will involve an immediate cutting of at least 200,000 Rs, I 
have decided it my duty to confidentially authorize Resident Councillors to make as soon as 
possible arrangements to meet all demands upon their Treasuries for the next three months by the 



sale of bills upon the Continental and Trasmarine Treasurers at the most favorable rate of 
exchange obtainable. 

2. Had I delayed issuing these instructions until the receipt of a copy {sic}to my former 
communications not only might there have been difficulty in carrying out the recent orders with 
respect to the immediate construction of the Barracks but, upon the wants of Government 
becoming known, in all probability the rate ofexchange would have becom less favorable than at 
present, and thus a serious loss be entailed upon the State. Under these circumstances I think that 
his honor in Council will be pleased to approve of the measure I have adopted. 

3. I deem it right to enclose for his honor’s informtion a copy of a note, dated 28 Ult  

received by the Resident Councillor at Singapore (from the Agent Oriental Bank Corporation in 
reply to a commuication from that office on the subject of his wish to dispose of Rupees, at that 
time the only available coin in his Treasury}. 

O C 

March 5 1860 

Oriental Bank Corporation 

Singapore 28th February 1860 

My dear Sir, 

I cannot at present take Rupees as they are quie unsaleable and i have still a quanitity in hand. 

Yours faithfully, 

John S Scymjour {Scrymgeour ?} 

My dear Colonel, 

This is a satisfactory { ?}intimation considering I have nothing but Rs in the Treasury. 

Yours sincerely, 

J Burn 

Confidential No 7 

To the Resident Councillor Singapore 

Sir, 



In the reference to the input many demands likely to be made upon your Treasury by the 
Supreme Deaprtment in the demi-official commuication recently received from you (on the 
subject of the present unreliableness of Rupees) I have been directed by his hor the Governor to 
authorize your taking immediate steps to meet if practicable all demands for the rent this month 
by the sale of bills upon the Continental and Transmarine Treasurers at the most favorable rate of 
Exchange procurable. 

2. In the event of there not being a sufficient market at Singapore for the sale of such bills 
youwill place yourself in communication with the Resident Councillors at Malacca and Penang, 
who have been directed to offer you any assistance in their power. 

3. You will of course have {lose ?} no time in reporting to the Accountant General  

the amount of any bills you may draw more especially should it be necessary for you to give bills 
upon Rangoon of which if possible you should offer previous intimation. 

O C 

Per Carthage Penang 8/3/60 

Copy 

My dear Grey, 

I have this moment returned from my last tour of Inspection in Province Wellesley and find the 
Carthage about to leave for Calcutta. I therefore write these few lines to mention that my work 
here is over and i shall return to Singapore immediately on receipt of instructions with respect to 
Acheen which will I trust reach me at the latest by the 20th Inst, as, owingto the receipt of the 
order for the accommodation of European Troops there will be a great deal for me to do at Head 
Quarters and i do not like being longer absent. 

Any Vessel with Troops on board to be employed on the Acheen Coast should of course be 
instructed to touch at Penang. 

O C 

JB 

(insert)  

No 10 

From  

The Governor of the Straits Settlements 



To 

The Off Secretary to Government 

Foreign Department 

Sir, 

In advertence to any former correspondence I have the honor to enclose for submission to His 
Honor the President in Council copy of a letter dated 15th Instant from Mr Nairne transmitting 
for any information a communication (of which a translation is annexed) to his address from the 
King of Acheen. In the reply sent to Mr Nairne, a transcript of which I beg to forward herewith, I 
have of course refrained from expressing any opinion with respect to the explanation offered 
regarding the disrespect which Capt Haughton was treated, nor have I deemed it expedient to 
intimate my intention of making its purport known to the Supreme Government as I could not 
consider that, with reference to its form or tense (tenor ?}, I should have been justified in so 
doing ; at the same time I think it right to mention that I have reason to suppose that a suitable 
apology, if demanded, will not be tendered. 

2. Some of the Native Merchants here having, with reference to the contents of a letter received 
from the Commander of a Ship now on the Sumatra coast, represented to the Resident Councillor 
that their vessels will be permitted to enter the blockaded Rivers for the purpose of taking in their 
consignments, provided the Masters are furnished with a communication from any British 
Authority, in cases where satisfactory proof can be offered of previous payments having been 
made, I have authorized certificates to that effect being granted, though I have prohibited any 
correspondence on the subject being carried on with the Acheen Authorities. 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your Most Obed Servt 

Orfeur Cavenagh 

Governor Straits Settlement 

Governor’s Office 

March 16th 1860 

Dr Ming 

The Governor has been sorry to hear from Mr. Babington that on the decision of the Bill given 
by the 22nd August. You failed to pay him the usual courtesy of recognising him as, without 
reference to your relative positions as Military Officers and the report {respect ?} to which the 



Colonel is entitled as Commandant of this Station, his honor can hardly suppose that you would 
have intentionally been guilty of a pure act of discourtesy to the Officer of whose hospitality you 
were partaking. He is willing to believe that the omission was accidental at the same time he 
desires me to state that he considered it due to Mr. Babington’s rank and position that you should 
offer him an expression of your regret that anything should have occurred to him given 
{giving ?} him cause to deem himself affronted. 

JB 

March 18 1860 

Mr Babington 

I have shown your note to the Governor who can hardly suppose that Dr. Ming could have 
intentionally been guilty of an act both of disrespect and discourtesy to an Officer of your rank 
and position. He has however desired me to write to him on the subject and trusts with regard to 
his having failed to recognise you on Friday evening as reports {regards ?} Dr Roses’ omitting to 
call. There are, as you are doubtless aware, reasons that might induce him to explain how 
entering into Society and at all events from paying a visit of which the purport might perhaps be 
misunderstood. 

JB 

(end of insert) OC 18/3/60 

Penang 19/3/60 

My dear Sir James, 

As the question of mounting our Horse Artillery and Cavalry well, and at the same time 
economically is one that I am convinced you will deem worthy of your consideration, I have the 
pleasure to enclose some papers on the subject of procuring a supply of Horses from the North 
Eastern Districts of Australia, which appear to me deserving of perusal, and will I think interest 
you. The Writer is a Mr. Earl, a Gentleman now employed under the Government in the Straits 
Settlements, and formerly a Government Employe{e} at Port Easington, he has travelled a good 
deal both in Australia and the Eastern Archipelago, is consequently well acquainted with the 
resources of the former Country and with the nature of the Navigation between its Northern Ports 
and the Bay of Bengal, and the information he affords on those points, being the result of 
personal experience, can be depended upon.  

As far as I am able to judge the plan he proposes of sending horses purchased at Moreton Bay 
overland for embarkation in the neighbourhood of Allen Island in the Gulf of Carpentaria, not 
only seems perfectly feasible, but infinitely preferable to the course now pursued, under which 
horses for the Indian Market are shipped at Sydney, by which not only is the sea voyage much 
prolonged, but they are liable to encounter very heavy weather. Government vessels starting 



from the North Coast ought to make the run to Singapore in a few days, after which, if necessary, 
they could obtain the aid of a Steamer to tow them through the Straits into the Bay of Bengal. 

Mr Earl is apparently of opinion that, by enlisting for limited periods, we should have no 
difficulty in obtaining from Australia an ample supply of Recruits for our Light Cavalry and 
Artillery Drivers. On this point I would not be very sanguine, though it might be worth while 
giving the experiment a trial, the men that came up with the horses during the Mutiny expressed 
no wish to enter the Army and were generally not over well conducted. However on this latter 
score considerable allowances ought to me made for them, as they had numerous temptations 
and were almost perfectly uncontrolled. 

I like my appointment exceedingly, the duties though tolerably heavy are not irksome and if I am 
able to remain for a few years I hope to introduce several improvements tending to better the 
condition of the people as well as to increase the Revenue of the State. At Malacca, especially, I 
trust to effect great changes. It is a magnificent country and, if brought under proper cultivation, 
ought to be a valuable possession, up to the present little has been done for it and a very large 
portion is covered with dense jungle. In this Province Wellesley is a rich District, and has 
benefitted much from European energy and capital, which I should be glad to see applied to the 
interior of the other Settlements. Our Malay subjects all seem contented and happy, they are 
however indolent, in this respect forming a great contrast to the Chinese who are certainly as a 
general rule most industrious. 

I had hoped ere this to have returned to Singapore, but I do not like leaving Penang as long as 
our relations with the King of Acheen are in an unsettled state, our trade with his Territories 
being chiefly from this Port, I can hardly imagine that he will hesitate about tendering an ample 
apology for his treatment of Captain Haughton whenever it may be called for. 

/signed/ Orfeur Cavenagh 

J Burn 

To Lieut Genl the Honble Sir James Outram Bart and LLB 

Copy To Colonel Kenneth Mackenzie 

Quarter Master General 

China Force 

19th March 

My dear Mackenzie, 

As it appears to me that there is every prospect of the Campaign in  



China proving of longer duration than originally anticipate, it may perhaps be 
advisable  

for our Commissariat to enter into a Contract for obtaining the necessary supply 
of spirits  

for the Troops and i therefore write to mention that from the result of my recent 
tour  

through Province Wellesley I am led to believe that in the event of tenders being 
invited  

there would be no difficulty in finding a contractor. At present almost all the Rum 
made  

in the Province is sent to England, owing to there being no demand for it here, but 
a  

Contract for the supply of a large army would be worth taking up and 
consequently  

tenders if called for would be sure to be submitted. There are 4 or 5 proprietors of  

Factories so that there would be no want of competition. Sugar might also be 
obtained in  

the same way and i should think at a reasonable rate. The only other articles the 
Straits  

can supply are Sago and Tapioca for the use of the sick. 

It has been stated in one of the papers that lately large droves of cattle have arrived in our 
Territories from the Malay States. I have ordered the Magistrate to make inquiries on the subject 
and should there be any chance of a permanent supply being forthcoming will let you know. 
When we had European Troops at Moulmein they were subsisted in a great measure from the 
Shan Counbtry and possibly you might be able to procure oxen from Cambodia. The Ports are 
Hungkoeo and Loknoi and there is already a trade between them and Singapore. I was very sorry 
I missed seeing General Grant when he passed for I wished much to have had the pleasure of 
making his acquaintance. 

Sd Orfeur Cavenagh 

Mr Earl’s Memo on Cattle 

J Burn sent 27 March 1860 



  

Penang 30/3/60 

My dear Dickens, 

I have this moment received a Letter from the Resident Councillor on the  

subject of the purchase of the ground at Tanglin and the Clerks are copying it so that it may leave 
by the Mail this afternoon. I cannot but consider the sum demanded as a great deal too high and 
moreover think that it will be possible to dispense with the purchase of the whole of it. I shall 
start for Singapore the moment after the arrival of the Calcutta Mail and send you up a report by 
the first steamer. If you have any orders to send me you might perhaps be able to forward them 
to Galle by Telegram in time for the Mail steamer and thus save delay. The Government may 
depend upon my issuing my utmost exertions to carry out their wishes without exceeding the 
amount specified, but I am doubtful as to the result. 

Sd Orfeur Cavenagh 

J Burn 

Penang March 30’ 1860 

My dear Grey, 

Up to the present I am sorry to say the Lancefield has not made her appearance and I am 
consequently still in a state of uncertainty as to the wishes of the Supreme Government with 
regard to the Acheen affair. Should it be deemed advisable with reference to the protection of our 
Trade with the Sumatra coast that I should remain here until further orders I purpose 
immediatley after the arrival of the Mail running down to Singapore to settle matters, if possible, 
regarding the new Military Cantonments, I should not be absent more than a few days and as I 
should be able to satisfy myself by personal inquiry relative to some points under consideration, i 
hope that the measure will not be disapproved of. 

By this Mail you will receive a copy of a letter sent by the Sultan of Acheen to his Agent Mr 
Nairne. I believe that a proper apology will, when demanded, be given, but of course it is 
impossible for me to speak with any certainty, and if he refuses and we irritate him by seizing 
any of his Vessels, it will be requisite to make arrangements for ensuring the safety of our 
Merchant Vessels now trading along the opposite Coast. 

Sd O C 

JB 

Memo — Admin-Official sent on Sunday the 15th April explaining the cause of the Official of 
same date not being numbered 



Singapore 15 April 1960 

My dear Grey, 

Many thanks for your kind letter of the 19th March, its receipt was a great reief to me as under 
the circumstances, although I was most anxious to return to Singapore I hardly felt justified in 
leaving Penang without orders. It is evidently now too late to make use of any portion of the 
Chinese Force against Acheen nor do I really think such a measure necessary, I believe it would 
be quite sufficient to send over a Steam Frigate in order to ensure a proper apology for the insult 
offered to Haughton — it might perhaps be advisable for me to depute an Officer to conduct 
negotiations who might also arrange with the Sultan for the protection of our Trade with Sumatra 
so as to prevent its being interrupted by his petty feuds with neighbouring Chiefs, or if it were 
deemed necessary, I might run up to Penang again for a few days so as to be there for reference 
until matters would be settled, 

You will be glad to hear that there is every prospect of our Revenue increasing this year, at the 
sale hereof our Opium Farm for the next two years we have gained about Rs.20,000 per mensum 
and at Penang also a rise is anticipated, at Malacca I am not very sanguine but I think we may 
gain a little by the Opium and lose by the Tin, I would rather it were the reverse. If we could 
only get a little capital and a few more labourers into the Settlement we might ere long pay all 
our own expenses including even the Military, as long as there is no interference with our Trade 
in the way of customd, the Community will not grumble at a little increased taxation. 

(sd) Orfeur Cavenagh 

JB 

Extract from Governor’s letter to Captain MacPherson 23rd April 

The affair of the Datoo Bunder is very awkward, but as far as I can ascertain the proceeding is 
perfectly legal and in a great measure he has brought the annoyance on himself by prosecuting 
Ibrahim bin Julall in our Courts on account of transactions that occurred in Soonghy Oojong — a 
very unnecessary measure because, because if the charge of murder preferred against the latter 
istrue he will eventually be handed over to his own Sovereign, if, on the contrary, that charge is 
proved to be false, there would be strong reasons to suppose that the pecuniary claim is also 
unfounded and that in fact, in order to punish the lad for not meeting his wishes with respect to 
his marriage, the Datoo Bunder has been playing with edge tools and cut himself. What is to be 
done regarding the investigation into the charge of murder, I do not quite understand how Bail 
was accepted in so serious a case unless there were very strong doubts as to the guilt of the 
accused, indeed this makes me suspect the Datoo of having attempted to make our Court the 
cat’s paw for carrying out his own revengeful and malicious objects. If this has been the case he 
has no right to complain of having fallen into the trap set for him by his intended victim. I shall 
be glad if you will kindly send me some more information on the subject by the return mail. 



I spoke to Sir Richard about the case who stated that in the report made to him there was nothing 
to shew that the Datoo was an independent Chief and he it was who suggested his pursuing the 
course alluded to in my Official. 

JB 

Singapore, April 25’ 1860 

My dear Grey, 

I duly received at Malacca whilst en route hither your office letter No 577 of the 16th Ulto. After 
the great change that has recently taken place in poor Lewis I am sorry to say that i could not 
conscientiously recommend his being exempted from the operation of the order to which my 
attention has been drawn, at the same time i am desirous of shewing every consideration to an 
old and zealous public servant. I have thought it right to write to him privately mentioning the 
purport of the Official communication and suggesting the expediency of his tendering his 
resignation specifying the date from which he would wish to retire. I have received a few hurried 
lines in reply mentioning that he would shortly address me officially on the subject, poor old 
man, although he says that he ought to have been prepared for the order he is evidently sadly 
depressed and writes in very low spirits. I do not propose answering your letter until i hear from 
him, and I am sure under the circumstances the slight delay will be deemed advisable. 

I am only waiting for a statement from malacca to send you my report upon the Police etc. in the 
Straits Settlements after which, having i think met all your requirements I shall set to work with 
my administration Report. 

I am sorry to say owing to the inefficiency of your {our ?} Office establishment, our work is still 
a good deal in arrears, the drafts of all our Diaries for February and most of those for March have 
been prepared by Burn and submitted to me for examination. Yet up to the present neither of the 
fair copies of the Home or Public Works Diaries for January have been completed. In the same 
way the drafts of all the Narratives for the 2# Quarter for 1859 have been prepared and approved 
whilst the Clerks have not finished those of the 1st Quarter and as for our Office records they are 
in a most incomplete State, several books not indexed for the last three years so that there is 
occasionally the greatest difficulty in obtaining information that may be required on any point. 
Yet you must not be surprised therefore if i send you a begging letter in the course of next 
month, and possibly I may recommend some changes in the present distribution of the Officers 
in the Straits so as to reduce and simplify the system of correspondence. 

Since I commenced this letter I have received the report of the sale of the Excise Farms at 
Penang, giving an annual increase of Revenue at that Settlement of $23,910 or about 4000 rupees 
per mensum. From Malacca I have not yet heard but have reason to believe that there no change 
will take place until the Land Act is passed and we are able to hold our {out ?} inducements to 
Settlers, as it is we are not almost able to pay all our own expenses putting of course aside such 
extraordinary charges as we have this year, one alone, the New European Cantonment, 
amounting to upwards of Rs. 500,000. 



By the bye we are losing terribly by the present arrangement under which the Registrars of the 
Court are paid in Fees. I believe that the Registrar at Singapore is at present receiving a much 
larger income than either the Recorder or myself, so that it is not to be wondered at that he is not 
anxious to revert to the old system. It is certainly somewhat absurd that Govt should bear the 
whole of the expenses of the Court with the exception of those appertaining to one Office into 
which all the fees are paid. I was much obliged by your sending me down so soon Ritchie’s 
decision regarding the appointment of Marine Surveyor, it has enabled me to comply with all the 
requisitions of the Act, in drawing up my rules regarding surveyors. I took for my guide those 
laid down by the Board of Trade at home, mutatis mutandis. 

I have just heard from Lewis. He writes in better spirits than before and states that upon 
consideration he thinks he should like to defer sending in his resignation until called upon to do 
so officially. I shall now answer your letter, for many reasons I sincerely wish I could do so 
favourably as far as he is concerned, but his last attack has so enfeebled him that with all his 
spirit and he is certainly most plucky, it is clear that he is getting too  

infirm for the proper performance of his duties. 

I wish the question of the transfer of the Straits to the Colonial Office were finally settled one 
way or another. Our present state of anxiety on the subject is not a pleasant one and apparently 
there is little prospect of our being out of suspense for the next year or so. 

True Extract 

JB 

Extract from letter to Mr Lewis 17/5 

As soon as matters appear a little settled recalle the gunboat, reduce the Police Force on the 
Frontier to the usual strength and let the Hooghly, after remaining a day or two at Penang to 
watch the result, return to Singapore. I hope you have made Earl distinctly acquainted with my 
views as to the policy we ought to adopt so that there amy be no chance of his committing any 
error, the best plan would be to give him a copy of that part of my letter condemning Robertson 
to proceedings and pointing out the course to be pursued to prevent further mishaps; should it be 
necessary to replace the Police that have moved on from their neighbourhood of Bookit Tambon 
and the Jooroo you might I fancy be able to spare a few men from Town and Colonel Babington 
might strengthen his small party at Butterworth so that the Police Detachment there might be 
made available for service in the interior. Whatever arrangements are made should be effected 
quietly so as not to give rise to alarm either amongst our own people or the Malays across the 
frontier. 

JB 

Memorandum 

For the guidance of Captain Burn shilst employed on special duty 



1. Having proceeded in H.M.’s Steam Vessel Victoria to the mouth of the  

Passangan and Guhing Rivers, Captain Burn will ascertain whether a Blockade is actually 
maintained and if so enquire from the Chief 0f the Blockading Force what orders he has 
received more especially with respect to British Vessels, from the Sultan of Acheen. 
Should no Blockading Force be observed enquiries may be made from the Masters of any 
British Ships lying in the Roads as to the recent movement of the Sultan’s armed vessels, 
their number etc., and whether they have experienced any visits or annoyance from 
them ; in this latter case, also should an invitation be received from the Chief of either 
District there would be no objection to Captain Burn’s landing in one of the Ship’s boats 
and paying him a visit. In case of the Chief’s alluding to his differences with the Sultan, 
whilst allowing him full information on the subject, more particularly as to the nature of 
the Sultan’s demands and their relative positions, Captain Burn will refrain from 
expressing any opinion, or inducing him in any way to suppose that the British 
Government Government should interfere in the dispute between them. 

2. On arrival at Acheen Captain Burn will signify through the medium of a  

Malay letter his wish to communicate with the Chief Local Authority for the purpose of 
making over the missive to the Sultan with which he has bee entrusted ; on the arrival on 
board the Victoria of any Official authorized to receive the communication to the 
Sultan’s address, it should be delivered into his charge, and he should be informed that in 
the event of an answer being sent within a reasonable time (three days) the Steamer will 
remain in the roadstead to receive it ; at the expiration of the prescribed period, a written 
notice should be sent to the Local Authority of the intended departure of the Vessel and 
she should return to Singapore. The Functionary coming on board to receive the letter 
may also be informed that in the event of the Salute omitted on the occasion of Captain 
haughton’s visiting Acheen being fired from the shore, it will be returned from the 
Steamer. 

3. Should Captain Burn be invited to visit the Sultan and be informed that proper  

arrangements have been made for his reception, he will proceed to the Sultan’s residence 
(accompanied by the Malay Interpreter) in one of the Steamer’s boats manned by 
European Sailors with their side arms, under the command of an officer ; in case of the 
Sultan’s expressing any regret at the want of Courtesy experienced by Captain Haughton, 
Captain Burn should re-iterate the remark contained in my Letter as to readiness to 
submit his explanation and expression of regret for the favourable consideration of His 
Excellency the Righ Hon’ble the Viceroy and Governor General ; he may also take an 
opportunity of alluding to the Blockade of the Sino Rivers, and the injury to trade thereby 
occasioned, at the same time calling His Highness’ attention to Articles III and V of the 
Treaty of 22’ April 1819. 

4. Captain Burn should take every available opportunity of acquiring  



Information as to the Political relations now existing between the several Chiefs on the 
Sumatra Coast and also as to the points alluded to in my confidential Letter to the 
Resident Councillor at Prince of Wales’ Island dated 5’ December 1859. 

5. As in carrying out the foregoing instructions it may be necessary for Captain  

Burn to consult with the officer commanding the Steamer, a copy may be furnished for 
his guidance. 

Singapore /signed/ Orfeur Cavenagh Colonel 

Governor Straits Settlements 

3rd June 1860 True Copy J Burn Captain 

Secretary to the Governor 

This is written to inform my friend the Shah Bunder of Acheen that I, Captain Burn, 
Secretary to His Honor the Governor of Prince of Wales Island, Singapore and Malacca 
have arrived here with a letter for His Highness the King or Sultan of Acheen written by 
His Honor, and if the Shah Bunder or any proper officer come on board duly authorized 
to receive it I will make it over to him. 

JB 

Written on board 

Her Majesty’s Steam Ship 

" Victoria" 

June 1860 

Governor’s Office Singapore 

June 26th 1860 

My dear Sir, 

I duly submitted your note of this date to His Honor the Governor and in reply am desired 
to inform you that, from the explanation therein given and that verbally afforded 
yesterday, he is perfectly satisfied that no exertions have been waiting {wanting ?} on 
your part to reduce as far as possible the expenditure in your Department. 

With reference to the want of regular postal communication with Madras, His Honor 
deems it a question worthy of the consideration of the Commissary General whether 



some discretionary power should not be vested in the Head of the Commissariat 
Department in the Straits with respect to acceptance of contracts. 

I remain 

yours truly 

sd/ J.Burn 

Secretary 

To : 

Captain Lineman 

Sub Asst. Comsy Genl. 

Straits Settlements 

Singapore 

27 June 1860 - to Dr Compar Copy 

My dear Compar, 

In accordance with the advice of Mr. Logan, whom he consulted, Barradaile has 
requested Mr Woods to state whether he had originated the report to which you alluded 
on Friday ; in reply Mr Woods distinctly denied having done so, he mentioned that the 
servant had applied to him for assistance in recovering some money she considered her 
due and that at the time she certainly made some statements regarding her Mistress, 
which however he had never disclosed nor would he be justified in disclosing. This being 
the case, in Justice to Barradaile, it is necessary that he should be made acquainted with 
the name either of the Gentleman who requested you to bring the subject to my notice or 
else that Gentleman’s informant, as neither of them can claim the right of remainig 
unknown on the plea of the communication being a confidential one and the charge 
preferred is of too serious a nature to admit of the originator beingallowed to continue 
untraced. Doubtless the servant has been the original cause of the report being circulated 
but if a gentleman chooses to repeat the story of a discarded maid he must accept the 
responsibility of being considered the author. 

Orfeur Cavenagh 

JB 

Copy Sing. 30/6/60 



My dear Mr Fraser, 

I have to acknowledge receipt of your last two kind letters and to thank you for your 
attention to Sir James Outram, he certainly benefitted by his trip though he is still far 
from well. 

The enclosed petition was received by the last mail. The case is one in which of course I 
cannot interfere in any way and I am afraid you are equally helpless as I presume they, 
the petitioners, having shiped under the American Flag must be held responsble to the 
American Law and we have no right to intercede on their behalf. By the Bye a Gentleman 
from Holland who was recently at Singapore mentioned that it was his intentionto 
proceed to the Carimon Islands to work the tin mines and apparently the undertaking was 
in some respect under the sanction of the Dutch Govt ; now it seems to me that by 
Articles VI and XII of the Treaty of 1824 the Dutch equally with ourselves have no 
power to authorize any Establishment being formed in these Islands and I should 
therefore be glad to be favored with your opinion upon the subject. 

True Extract 

JB 

Copy via Galle Sing- 3/7/60 

My dear Yule, 

I write these few lines to mention that the result of my application to Madras for 
assistance in the way of Subordinates has been that an advertisement has been inserted in 
the Fort St George Gazette ; this, if I am to judge from past experience from a similar 
advertisement for an Overseer for Penang which has been issued six moths is tantamount 
to shelving the question. I shall therefore really feel much obliged by your kindly 
ascertaining from the Madras Authorities whether there is any probability of their being 
able to afford the desired aid, and if their reply is in the negative, asking Young to look 
out for some men for us and send them down by the first favorable opportunity. 

Barracks still progressing favorably. I found the fourth this morning well in hand. 

Sd orfeur Cavenagh 

To Colonel Yule, 

Sec Govt. of India, P.W.D. and Establishment 

3 European Overseers 

6 Native ´  to map, survey, keep books etc. 



Copy 10/7/60 

My dear Macpherson, 

Mr Aitken has been here on the subject of Ibrahim bin Julall case ; he states that he has 
every reason to believe that he had resided in our territories for upwards of six moths 
previous to the requisition made for him by the Chief of Soongee Ujong ; this is a point 
upon which I presume you made yourself perfectly sure before you reported to me tat he 
was not liable before a British Court, As however there will be some official 
correspondence on the subject it is right that you should be prepared with the requisite 
proof. I understand that the prisoner made a confession to Mr Toomey whilst on his way 
to be made over ; if so the confession should be placed on record. 

If you have an opportunity of interceding so as to prevent his life being taken, it is I think 
advisable that you should take advantage of it. 

I shall be very glad to sanction the remission of the amount of the timber used in the 
erection of the Mosque at Murlimo. You were quite right to order the Bungalow to be 
bult there ; it will be found useful. 

True Extract 

J Burn 

Singapore 12/7/60 

My dear MacPherson, 

As it appears that the case against Ibrahim bin Julall instituted in March 1859 was one in 
which the Datoo Bunder was concerned and that the defendant was then residing within 
our Territories you should make a most careful inquiryas to his places of residence, 
between that date and the date of the receipt of the requisition from the Datoo Klana, also 
as to his movements subsequent to the commission of the Murders of which he has been 
accused. 

This may probably occupy some little time and as there may be said to be a doubt as to 
whether the alleged crimial was not entitled to claim the right of being tried in a British 
Court I would wish you to signify to the Chief of Soongee Ujong the desire of the 
Government that the Prisoner’s life should be spared ; in the event of any doubt arising in 
your own mind as to the right of the culprit to demand a trial within our territories having 
been wrongly denied you will of course act upon the Official and apply to the Chief to 
restore him to your charge stating of course that he will be tried for the murder. 

O C 

True Copy J Burn 



Copy 1/8/60 

My dear Man, 

I have the pleasure to enclose for your perusal a letter from Mr Braddell upon the subject 
of the Excise Act. Although it is a pity that the provisions of the Act are not very clearly 
explained, I am inclined to believe that he is correct in his reading of Section X ; had the 
word ‘for the time being’, as specified in Section XLII been inserted there could have 
been no doubt of the meaning. It appears however to me that under Section V, we have a 
hold upon the registered shopkeepers, because if the Superintendent of Police considered 
that there had been an attempt to defraud the new farmer he could easily withdraw the 
Licenses and only give them to persons subsequently recommended by the Farmer. 

O C 

True Extract JB 

Copy Govt House 6/8/60 

My dear Dunman, 

I am sorry to say that from the perusal of these papers I see great cause for dissatisfaction 
both with mr Plunkett and Mr Fish. The former appears to have been on unbecoming 
terms of intimacy with his subordinate and to have allowed him on the strength of this 
intimacy to utter remarks i his presence seriously affecting the character of an absent 
Public Officer, without any attempt to check him or to point out that the Statements thus 
made could not be deemed other than official and consequently would have to be 
substantiated, whilst the latter seems to have taken advantage of the opportunity to injure 
the absent party, without having the manliness to acknowledge himself openly as his 
accuser. If Mr Fish had reason to believe that there had been mal-practice on the part of 
any Member of the Police Force, he was bound in the honest discharge of his duty to 
have brought the matter to your notice and mention the grounds upon which his belief 
was founded ; this he does not appear to have ever thought of doing, as I presume the 
verbal report made to you about 21 months ago, alluded to in his letter of this date bore 
no reference to Mr Toomey, whilst the written report evidently only referred to the Clerks 
and the demand made by them for a portion of the reward from informers, not to their 
being in the pay either of Mr Toomey or of the Keepers of the Gambling Houses. As Mr 
Plunkett acknowledges that he permitted Mr Fish to consider the conversation a purely 
private one, it is hardly fair to insist upon the latter adducing proof of the truth of his 
assertions, some of which apparently were of a somewhat vague nature. Mr Plunkett 
should be warned against being on terms of familiarity with the inspectors who should all 
be definitely informed that on matters connected with the Police Service, no conversation 
with a superior can be looked upon as Private or Confidential, and that no man should 
blacken another’s character, without being required to give good grounds for so doing. 



Many thanks for sending up the Subscription List. I should hardly wish the Convict Sang 
to receive the full donation though I would not object to their obtaining a moiety, and 
should indeed be glad to hear of their getting it. 

Signed Orfeur Cavenagh 

To T Dunman Esq 

Commissioer of Police True Copy J Burn 

Copy 9/8/60 

My dear Dunman, 

I have the pleasure to return the explanatory letter forwarded by Mr. Plunkett and request 
that you will inform him that its perusal has tended to remove from my mind the 
erroneous impression produced by his apparently inadcertently making use of the term 
´ confidential ª in his Official communication relative to the conversation that occurred 
between Mr. Fish and himself. From the explanation now offered it appears that Mr. Fish 
adduced dcoumentary evidence in support of his assertions and that after he had been 
warned that his statements were of a nature that Mr. Plunkett would feel it incumbent on 
him to make you acquainted with them, that he furnished a list of the houses from whose 
owners he asserted that Mr. Toomey had received bribes, to be submitted for your 
information - this being the case Mr. Fish can no longer claim exemption from 
responsibility on the plea that hiscommunication was confidential, it is therefore 
necessary that you should report the matter to me officially, an investigation will be 
ordered and he will be called upon to shew that he had sufficient grounds to warrant his 
preferring such a serious charge against another Public Servant. 

/sd/ O C 

JB 

To Lieut Barradaile, 

14th Regt. N I 

  

  

Sir, 

I have bee desired by His Honr the Governor to inform you that it is quite out of his power to 
offer you any hopes of ever being employed in his Government, and he therefore requests that 
the note he sent you may be returned. 



I am instructed to inform you that this resolution has been formed after the perusal of letters in 
your hand writing submitted to His Honor at the request of the person you have so deeply 
injured. 

Govt Office /sd/ 

Sing. J Burn Captain 

23/8/60 Secretary 

Extract Sing 28/8/60 

My dear Dickens, 

I write these few lines to beg that you will kindly let me know by next mail what has been the 
result of the experiment with regard to the introduction of the Grant Stove and at the same time 
send me down the Standard Plan of one for half a Company. When properly attended to I found 
that the Stove in Fort William answered very well and the men told me their dinners were better 
cooked and served up better than by the old fashioned cooking place. Here the Stove ought to be 
well managed as the heat is not too great to prevent the Europeans from superintendig their own 
cooking. 

I shall also be much obliged if you will send me down a few copies of the new code for the 
treatment of Convicts which is I understand procurable in your Office. I applied officially to the 
Home Dept for some copies but there nothing was known of the Code, it embraces all the orders 
at present in force ast Sing. And will be very useful in its present form for reference as our old 
printed code is now rather antique. 

/sd/ O C 

JB 

28/8/60 

My dear Grey, 

I have thought it my duty to forward officially by this mail a report upon Lewis’s health, it is 
evidently quite shattered and he is no longer fitted to efficiently perform the duties of his Post 
more especially considering the party spirit existing at Penang which seems to have affected 
most of his subordinates. If the question of his retirement is not to be decided until the orders of 
the Home Govt on the subject of his Pension are received months may elapse ere the decision 
reaches the Straits and in the meantime the Station is really left without a proper head. I should at 
once have gone to Penang but as this is the rainy season I should not have been able to have 
visited the Province etc and therefore can get through much more work at Singapore. If it were 
possible for the Govt to grant Lewis his Pension, subject to confirmation, it would I am sure be 
an advantageous arrangement ; as far as I can learn he has always been a hard working and 



zealous servant of the State and consequently is deserving of every cosideration and it is, as you 
may imagine very painful to be under the necessity of continually expressing dissatifaction with 
his Proceedings. He has completely broken down in the course of a few months for he was a hale 
old man this time last year. 

/sd/ O C 

JB 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

30/8/60 

My dear MacPherson, 

I have barely time to write a few lines in reply to your letter of the 24 Instant. 

To enable me to answer the letter from Singapore {Selangor?}I must look over all the papers 
relative to our connection with that State ; the treaty does not seem to give us any right to 
interfere in the internal affairs of the Country so long as our own people and trade are not 
interfered with. 

Can you give me from your records any information relative to the exact position of the Rajah of 
Lookoot and his powers over his subjects and territories. He deserves support and I shall be glad 
to afford it if possible. It is not unlikely that the Hooghly may be at Malacca in the course of 
another 9 or 10 days and you might keep her there cruizing in the direction of Cape Rachado and 
the Callam Straits — this might prevent any incursion upon Lookoot. It is very probable you will 
have ere long a deputation from the Chiefs at Selangore, one has already visited Lewis to ask 
apparently for advice and assistance and he recommended an application to me ; they are still at 
loggerheads and I fancy opposed to the proposed Sultan - this will perhaps prevent his giving 
annoyance for the present. The plot regarding the case of if necessary you should depute Playfair 
to the Dhatoo and get his acknowledgement of the forgery. 

30/8/60 

My dear Colonel, 

I think it would be better for you to state in reply that as a matter of courtesy you had been 
denied {desired ?} by me to consult with him as to the selection of the different positions for the 
tablets to be put in the new Church in order that they might be placed so as to meet his wishes, 
but that you are not justified in acknowledging any right of interference on the part of the 
Ecclesiastical Authorities until the Church is completed and made over to their charge. 

/sd/ O C 

JB 



Rest about McNairne 

Accounts - JB 

Copy Sing Sept 4/60 

My dear Sir Patrick Grant, 

As Lieut Barradaile 14’ Regiment M.N.I. who has for some time past been employed under my 
Government and for a few days on my personal staff is about to return to his own Residency 
{Regiment ?} I deem it my duty to make you acquainted with the circumstances under which he 
will leave the Straits. On my arrival here he was offg. as Secretary and A.D.C. to my Predecessor 
and cotinued with me until the arrival of Captain Burn, fiding him very intelligent and feeling 
that he had a claim for employment I promised to provide for him. Shortly after I was able to 
appoint him to Officiate as Assistant Resident in Province Wellesley and he left this on the 4th of 
November apparently with a high character as a Member of Society which character he certainly 
preserved in the Province and at Malacca where he was subsequently stationed. In June however 
Mr. Barradaile having returned towards the close of the previous month and {I ?}was informed 
by a Gentleman that stories detrimental to his character had been circulated about the Station on 
the authority of a discharged servant maid. I insisted upon his being made acquainted with the 
report to give him and opportunity of refuting it and also sent for him and told him that until it 
was refuted he could expect no Office under me, leaving it to him to take such measures in the 
matter as he might think proper. He at once indignantly denied there being any foundation for the 
Statements that had been made and afterwards wrote me a letter of which I enclose a copy ; as I 
had in the meanwhile discovered that in one or two instances there had been great exaggeration I 
felt convinced of his innocence believing him to have been merely guilty of having paid a 
married lady somewhat more than ordinary attention. After an admonition, therefore I again 
promised to apply for his services on the first available opportunity. On the morning of the 23rd 
Ultimo however the Senior Merchant here who had always entertained very friendly feelings 
towards him and considered the report that had been spread regarding him untrue, waited on me 
with some letters which the husband of the lady in question had requested him to shew me and 
which fully explored {exposed ?} the duplicity of which Mr. Barradaile had been guilty both 
towards myself and many others of the members of Society who had been led by his apparently 
virtuous indignation to disbelieve the Statements that had been made to his discredit. I of course 
at once directed intimation to be sent to him that his name had been removed from the List of 
Candidates for employment in the Straits 

Lieut. Barradaile is now under arrest on a charge of disobedience of orders connected with which 
I am sorry to say I have had some correspondence with the Brigadier, the Senior Surgeon who 
was attending him having appealed to me against the discourtesy with which, under the 
Brigadier’s orders, he was treated by the Mity. Asst. Surgeon, who in opposition to the rules of 
medical etiquette assumed charge of this patient and altered his treatment without the slightest 
reference to himself although his rank and position certainly entitled him to expect the ordinary 
courtesy of being consulted before the charge {change ?} was carried into effect; neither the 
Brigadier nor the Asst. Surgeon could plead ignorance of medical etiquette as only recently the 
former asked one of the Civil Officers to examie an Officer of the 40’ Regiment and he 



immediately waited upon the Asst. Surgeon and after consultation commuicated his opinion 
through him to the Brigadier. Had a somewhat similar course been pursued in this instance, 
much unpleasant feeling between the Medical Officers would have been prevent and the Public 
Interests would have been better served. 

/sd/ O C 

JB 

Sep 5/60 Singapore Copy 

My dear MacPherson, 

I have this moment received your letter of the 2nd Inst. I have little doubt that Mr. Aitken will 
bring up plenty of witnesses to swear to anything that he may wish to prove, you made a mistake 
in acceding to his request to see the papers, in dealing with an unscrupulous Lawyer, whose 
profession is to prove that Black is White, you should concede nothing. I furnished him with a 
copy of your original replort and my reply, this was all that he was in any way entitled to, he is 
naturally anxious to see the papers to enable him to make up a case, if he had an honest cause he 
would be content to prove his own statements but now until he sees the papers he does not know 
what Statements he should put forward. I have just answered your Public Letters and hope Burn 
will be able to send them off this afternoon. I think they will meet your wishes in every way. I 
had directed you to send Playfair to Soongee Ujong but I have little doubt that it would be better 
if possible that you should interview yourself with the Datoo Klanaand therefore you can use 
your discretion onthis point. If you do go you can of course take the opportunity of speaking to 
the Klana regarding the Letters on the subject of Ibrahim. Mr. Aitken is evidently quite safe in 
producing any letters he pleases, as it would be difficult to prove the Forgery, the Datoo Klana 
not being liable to be summoned as a Witness. I do not think it is advisable that the Govt should 
take any steps towards interfering in the Civil case, it is one in which it has no concern, whilst 
the Court has no power to issue any orders relative to the surrender of a Foreign Criminal to a 
Foreign Power, so that the affair need give you no anxiety. If you depute Playfair to see the 
Datoo let him also make enquiries regarding the letters and furnish you with a report of the result 
on his return. If Mr. Aitken has not yet seen the papers you ought to tell him that on 
consideration you are of opinion that you would not be justified in shewing them without my 
authority, and refer him to me. I have given a Count Von Rangow a letter to you, her may be 
able to give you some valuable hints about the improvement of the Country, for he is a good 
practical and theoretical Agriculturalist but you should be very guarded in al your 
communications with him as he is not to be, I believe, depended upon. 

If the Datoo Bandara arranged for the surrender of Ibrahim how was it that the Datoo Klana 
received him the Datoo Bandara being all the time at Malacca ? 

JB 

Singapore 11/9/60 



My dear Wanchope, 

The enclosed was sent to me by the Governor of Hongkong, it relates to some children in charge 
of the proprietor of a Circus, Mr. Lewis, who I believe recently left this {town ?} for Calcutta. 
The writer evidently deserves no consideration nor do I see how he can expect any interference 
on the part of the Authorities, but as it is reported that Lewis ill treats the children, for their sake 
perhaps you might give him a nint that you have heard about his goings on and will give him no 
countenance unless you are satisfied that the poor things are properly taken care of. 

Sd. O C 

JB 

Extract from Admin Or{ ?} to Captn MacPherson 

If Mr. Aitken should express a wish to accompany you to Singapore you must decline acceding 
to his request, as his position gives him no claim to the privilege of accompanying the 
Representative of Government to hold a conference with a Native State, and his presence might 
ber misinterpreted into an acknowledgment of his right to interfere in Political matters, an 
acknowledgement which you should be most careful to avoid ; surrounded as you are by Native 
Chiefs any recognition of a separate power beyond the limits of the Court’s Jurisdiction might 
weaken your influence and prove extremely prejudicial to the interests both of Government and 
the people, If Mr. Aitken loses his case against the Datoo Bunder, which is evidently the result of 
a bare faced conspiracy, he will lose much of his present influence at Malacca, having failed to 
save Kim Sin’s nephew from transportation, this must have been a severe blow to him more 
especially as he was instrumental in the first instance in causing the recognition as a valid 
instrument of the forced deed. 

Copy Sing Sept 24/60 

My dear Mr Sconce, 

I shall be much obliged if you will kindly favor me at your leisure with a line to let me know 
whether there is any prospect of your being able to submit the Bill regarding the law {land ?} 
tenures at Malacca for the consideration of the Legislative Council. There are numerous 
applications for grants of land at that Station and there can be little doubt that as soon as a Bill is 
passed removing the present uncertaintly regarding the right of Government to dispose of the 
commuted states, a large portion of the District will be brought under cultivation and will ere 
long become oe of our finest Provinces. It is sad to see such land lying, as it is at present 
perfectly neglected, the greater part {of} it being covered with dense jungle. 

I have already commenced laying out new roads, bridging the rivers, etc so that there need be no 
delay in issuing the grants and making over possession, when once the long expected authority is 
obtained. From all I hear most of the representatives of the old proprietors will be very glad to 
take advantage of the liberal offer to commute their present stipends ; they are too small for them 



to live upon whilst the want of ready moey prevents them embarking in any trade or profession 
from which they might derive a suitable income. 

JB 

Copy 25/9/60 Sing 

My dear Sir Robert, 

Speaking to Man the other day relative to the appointment of a Locum Tenens for Mr Vaughan 
the Master Attendant who has obtained a year leave to England on Sick Certificate, he mentioned 
the Master of the Esk as a very fitting person for the appointment and added that he believed you 
had a high opiion of him and would be glad to promote his interests ; if this is the case and he 
would like the berth and you can arrange to place his services at my disposal I shall be very glad 
to confer it upon him ; during Mr Vaughan’s absence he would receive half of his Government 
Salary viz 250/rs per mensum, he would also be entitled to one half if not the whole of the sum 
(200 rs) allowed from the Shippping Fees and I understand that there are some private fees for 
surveying vessels etc., that generally fall to the Master Attendant, but on this point perhaps the 
Master will be better acquainted than myself from his long stay at the Port. The question of Mr 
Vaughan’s claim to receive any portion of the shipping fees during his absence has been referred 
for the consideration of the Supreme Government and it is quite possible it may be given against 
him, such allowances being generally considered the right of the person by whom the duty for 
which the fees are paid is actually performed. How far there is a prospect of the permanent berth 
becomig vacant I cannot say but of course there is always a chance of such a contingency. Mr 
Vaughan left this {Port ?} a few days ago so that the Master of the Esk could be inducted into 
the appointment the moment he reported himself at Singapore if this report is true. 

I shall be very glad if you can give me any intimation before hand in the event of it being 
determined to land any of the invalids from the Expedition at Singapore so that the authorities 
here may be prepared for them, I have retained the Pauper Hospital in my own hands so as to be 
ready to meet any emergency and a fortnight’s notice would be sufficient to enable the requisite 
arrangements to be made for their accommodation. 

  

(inserted letter) 

My dear Sir, 

I enclose for your perusal the Letter of the Datoh Klana of Sungei Ujong addressed to Raja 
Inmahats {Jumaat ?} of lookoot, which I mentioned to you yesterday when i had the pleasure of 
seeing you, as being in my profession {possession ?}, dated the 8th of December 1278 (last 
months) and as this is the 14 of Feb I  

It is just one month and no days old. You will see that it bears the Chop which the Klana now 
pretends he has not used for about seven months ! 



I promised to return the Letters and will be glad to have them back at your convenience. 

Yours very faithfully 

Alex M Aitken 

Sigapore 29’ September 1860 

My dear Mr Aitken, 

I have the pleasure to return the letter received with your note. Unless my donation of the Arabic 
numerals has completely failed and the letter is dated in the year of the payment {Propher ?} 
1276, not 1278 as you suppose. 

O C 

October 6’ 1860 

My dear Sir R Macausland, 

Will you kindly oblige me by favoring me with your opinion as to the events of the 
accompanying Petion in favour of Vince Leighs nephew. 

If the case is one that you may deem worthy of consideration for the sake of the high character 
borne by members of his family, more especially by his uncle I should not feel indisposed to 
extend some slight degree of mercy to the culprit. 

Believe me etc 

Sd O Cavenagh 

Singapore 

12th October 1860 

My dear Mr Sandilands, 

I write these few lines to mention that with reference to the circular letter from the Supreme 
Government recently published in the Indian Papers ; I think it would be advisable in the event 
of your being able to raise a troop of the required strength (50 Members) at Penang, that you 
should no longer delay submitting your wishes for consideration. Although I have not received a 
copy of the Letter, most likely owing to the fact of its being known that a corps has been long 
established at Singapore, I have little doubt that the Governor General would be pleased to 
accord to the Residents of your Island the same advantages as promised to those of Stations in 
India ; at all events I shall be most happy to give your application my earnest support. This Mail 



takes up Captain Man as Mr Lewis’ successor. I have little doubt that his Engineering knowledge 
will prove extremely useful to your Municipal Commissioners.M 

MP Believe me etc 

(sd) O Cavenagh 

Singapore 24th October 1860 

My dear Burn, 

I have the pleasure to send you the { ?} containing hints for your guidance ; if there are any 
points upon which i have omitted to remark, I hope you will bring them to notice, so that I may 
rectify the mistake. ; your time will, I think, be occupied for some months to come, in obtaining 
the information required, but when it has been obtained, you will be in a position to offer the 
most valuable suggestions towards improving the district under your charge. Regarding Nanning 
Especially, it appears to me that we know little or nothing, and the people are left almost entirely 
to govern themselves, for they have no police and no roads ; all this will, I trust be altered ere 
long. I am sorry to hear that the free school is not flourishing, it struck me on my last visit, that 
the instruction imparted was very superficial, and it was on that account I asked MacPherson to 
place himself in communication with Purvis with a view to the introduction of the same system 
education as adopted here. I visited the Institution quite unexpectedly yesterday morning, and 
found Mr. Bayley engaged in teaching his class the elements of Mechanics, and the way he 
questioned them occasionally branching off into different subjects not at all connected with that 
branch of their studies shewed that the boys werewell grounded. I had however the same 
complaint of their being withdrawn whilst still only half educated. By the bye you must inform 
Mr. Hackett that, as the charge of the schools forms no part of his appointment as Chaplain, and 
that he was only permitted to hold it as a temporary arrangement, it is out of my power to 
sanction his drawing the salary of Head Master as long as he is unable to perform the duties. He 
is not entitled to Privilege leave, not having served the prescribed period and indeed I am 
doubtful how far it would be granted under any circumstances considering how little he has 
done. Mr Wright I undertstand thinks of coming out again. If I find the Supreme Government 
willing to expend a little money in the cause of education, I should be inclined to recommend the 
appointment of Inspector of Schools ; headquarters to be at Malacca, and to have charge of the 
School there, the 2nd Master looking after it during his occasional absence on tours of 
inspection. His Government pay as Inspector, say 400rs per mensum added to that of Head 
Master ought to secure the services of an able man. You were quite right to make to make short 
work of Mr Lucery Bunder. I am a good deal astonished to find that he was ever employed in the 
Public Works department. I do not wish Mr Evans to be directed to assume charge of his duties 
as Dy Superintendent of Convicts until the arrival of the order ; in fact you might give him a hint 
that, unless he exerts himself a little more, he is not likely to have the appointment ; his excuse to 
Col Faber about having no lime was a most lame one as he could easily have written to 
Singapore to have some limesent up. I have not passed the Bill for repairs etc to the Studt House, 
for I agree with you i thinking that it is not necessary to remat the whole of the rooms, as well as 
I remember the mats generally speaking were in very fair order, moreover if it might be requisite 
to renew some of them in the large rooms they would scarcely admit of being cut up for the 



small ones. I am much grieved at your account of the state of the country, it is difficult moreover 
to relieve the peasantry when in distress owing to the murrain amongst their cattle, as they seem 
disinclined to give you much assistance towards your proposed jetty ; much however must 
depend upon the amount which the Residents at Malacca are willing to subscribe towards the 
work. Collyer proposed to execute vy a Joint Stock Company without Government aid ; he was 
of opinion that it would pay well as a commercial speculation. 

By the mail you will receive the letter for the Sultan of Salangore. I have not thought it necessary 
to ask for his formal sanction to the cession of Cape Rachado because his communication to me 
states that he is pleased to hear that I am going to build a Lighthouse and cannot oppose my 
wishes. I have therefore thought it advisable to thank him for this proof of his general good will, 
and you can send the grant to him for confirmation. This will I fancy satisfy him that we have no 
wish to interfere with his rights or treat him with discourtesy. I am sorry to hear that Soongee 
Ujong is still disturbed but that it is not to be wondered at, as long as there is a division of 
authority in the government. The country must be rich in mineral wealth, and would doubtless 
under our rule become extremely remunerative, but it appears to me that our hands will be full 
for some time to come in managing our own territories. If we could only induce some of the 
other Chiefs it would be a great point gained. I am glad you have turned your attention towards 
the drill of our Police. They will be much more efficient when they know how to handle their 
arms and have confidence in them ; you were quite right to avoid if possible using force against 
the recusants at nanning, moreover it was almost too much to expect persons to come such a 
distance to town, and it is much better that the court should assemble in the District. I sincerely 
trust that your plan of adopting ‘enavitee in modo’ {suaviter in modo} has fully succeeded. I am 
afraid I can hold out little prospect of Mr Logan’s being employed as a Dy Commissioner of 
Police. Hisantecedents are hardly such as would warrant my appointing him to a place of much 
trust. I have not yet received any orders on the subject of the proposed appointment for Province 
Wellesley and when the order does arrive I shall entirely be as you suppose, at a non-plus to fill 
it up.I have been speaking to Sir Richard about Toomey’s Case, he is of opinion that a charge 
might be sustained in his court and if so that would be the best tribunal to dispose of it, as an 
acquittal there would be accepted both by the Public and by Government. I have desired 
Protheroe to send you an official extract from the Gazette of your appointment as Marriage 
Registrar ; this will enable you to splice all the expectant couples off hand ; I hope you will give 
them some good advice. I have looked at the Income Tax act again, and it appears to me that 
with reference to the Rules prescribed under Schedule 3, it is your duty to deduct Income tax at 
the rate of 13 per cent from all Interest paid by you in {on ?} Government Promissory notes, and 
to enable the recipients to claim exemption, they must satisfactorily proove that they have not 
200 Rs. Per annum. I think some of the School Fund is invested in Company’s Paper ; if so, 
report it officially, and uder Secs. Cxxxiii I will exempt it from payment, subject of course to 
confirmation by the Supreme Government. 

(sd) O Cavenagh 

(A true copy) 

M Protheroe Lt 



Off Secy 

Memo for 

Captain Burn’s Guidance 

i. To obtain as far as possible full information on the following points connected  

with the neighbouring Native States : 

1st. Existing form of Government. 

2nd. Political relations of the Ruler with the British Government and with other  

Native States. 

3rd. Amount of population and names and customs of the people. 

4th. Amount of revenue collected and how divided. 

5th. Mineral and vegetable products. 

6th. Means of communication. 

ii. To make himself thoroughly acquainted with the working of our own Police  

so as to be able to bring to notice any reforms that may be needed. 

iii. To ascertain the extent of his power, the actual condition of our own subjects, the value 
of labour, cost of subsistence, social relations etc. 

iv. To make enquiries as to the progress of education so as to be able to furnish a 

list of the different vernacular schools throuhgout the districts, the mode and  

extent of instruction and emoluments of the teachers, and afford any further 

information required towards the preparation of a scheme for diffusing as far as  

practicable, the blessings of sound useful knowledge among the peasantry. 

v. To acquire full information as to the amount of traffice through the different  

Districts, so as to be prepared to cooperate with the Engineering authorities in 

drawing up a scheme for improving present, and opening up new lines of 



communication, either by land or by water. 

vi. To ascertain the nature of the soil in the different districts, the vegetable  

products and mode of cultivation including the cost per {acre} of raising different 

crops and the net profit accruing to the peasant. 

vii. To prepare a list of the different mines, the periods for which they have been  

worked, the depth of the shaft, if any, the quantity of ore annually extracted, the 

mode and cost of working each mine, and the average amount of profit realized 

by the Speculators or as he is styled in miners’ phraseology the adventurer. 

viii. To make particular enquiries as to the state of the people in the Nanning  

District with a view to the introduction of a new system as to the tenure of the  

land, the one now in force being apparently beneficial neither to the people nor 

to the Government ; the holdings are much too small to admit of the land tax 

being collected except at great expense, whilst for the want of Revenue,  

government is precluded from organizing a Police for the protection of the peasantry and 
from amking proper Roads through the country to enable them 

to carry the produce to the best markets. 

ix. To ascertain what areas of Revenue may be deemed irrecoverable so that 

they may be struck off and a fair start made with, asnear as possible a clear  

balance sheet, great care being taken to prevent the accumulatio of arrears 

in future. 

x. To enquire into the coduct of the different Panghuloos and ascertain their  

respective character 

xi. To obtain, if possible, information regarding the Secret Societies, their rule, 

names of office bearers, etc. 



xii. To ascertain the extent to which gambling is carried on. 
xiii. To ascertain and bring to notice the wants of all Public institutions,  

charitable or otherwise.  

xiv. To prepare a list of the different descriptions of timber procurable with a 

statement of the properties of each. 

xv. To ascertain the average annual produce from cereals throughout the 

Settlement, the quantity retained for home consumption, and the quantity 

Exported. 

xvi. To collect information as to the number, quality, etc. of the different 

domestic animals bred in the Settlement. 

(sd) O Cavenagh Colonel 

Governor Straits Settlements 

22nd October 1860 (true Copy) 

M Protheroe Lieut 

Offg Secretary 

My dear Adams, 

I have the pleasure to enclose for your perusal a semi-Official from Captain McPherson 
on the subject of the Pirate Junk of which mention was made in the "Straits Times" and 
regarding which I asked him to institute inquiries. 

I shall be much obliged by your letting me know your opinion as to the calling of the 
above vessel and the probability of the "Victoria" being able to find her if necessary. 
Should you think it advisable to ascertain her character, I will, if you wish send you an 
official on the subject 

Yours sincerely, 

MP (sd) O. Cavenagh 

Extract of a letter from Colonel Cavenagh to Hon’ble Captain Burn R.C. Malacca of 1st 
Nov 1860. 



"I have received your letter of the 26 Ulto, there can be no doubt that our land office 
establishment at Malacca ought to be placed on a sufficient footing and I shall be quite prepared 
to submit for sanction any application you may make for additional aid; one of the great things to 
be done is to ascertain all irrecoverable arrears so that they may be only {duly?} remitted and 
removed from our accounts and such arrears not again allowed to accumulate." 

My dear Sir Richard McCausland, 

Will you kindly favour me with your opinion regarding the accompanying application and 
oblige. 

Yours sincerely, 

Sd./ O Cavenagh 

Extract of a letter to Capt Burn R C Malacca of 4th November/60. 

"As soon as H M’s Jail is completed prisoners shd be removed, the stores moved into the present 
Jail premises and the present convict godowns pulled down; if you then build a flight of steps 
leading to the River somewhere near the church, the distance for which carriage would be 
required could be very trifling. I have unaudited the bill sent in for the arbitration fee for the land 
taken for a burial ground as this must be paid by the Commissioners; it is not a Government 
charge. Moreover I think considering that Rs 10 per diem only is given to the Magistrate or other 
person acting in a court of Inquiry, etc that $16 is far too large a sum to be admissible and 
possibly when the Commissioners find that they have to pay it they will think so too. As regards 
the application from the 2nd Quarter {Master?}at the School I think the best plan would be to 
grant them all additional allowance as long as he is in charge but at the same time distinctly 
inform him that a head master will hereafter be appointed. 

The last letter from the Sultan of Salangore was a most satisfactory one as regards Cape 
Rachado, so that you need have no scruples now about taking possession though I shall be glad 
to hear that he has sent you a formal deed of cession." 

Sd O Cavenagh 

MP 

Extract from a letter to R C Penang 

The Sheriff’s jail is susceptible of much improvement we which may effect gradually as repairs 
are needed; there is plenty of room but it is not well arranged and it is as you say very badly 
ventilated. I am afraid Mitchell has been filtering away his resources somewhat in the Province; 
it is impossible for him to put all the roads into order at once and he must content himself for 
some time to come in looking after the main line. 

MP Sd O Cavenagh 



Extract from a letter to Captain MacPherson R C S’pore. 

"The Master Attendant should be warned that he will be held responsible for the payment of any 
charge on account of any distressed seaman who has been any length of time at the home without 
being shipped. I have no objection to the loan of the dredge being given provided due precaution 
is taken for any damage that may occur to her. 

MP Singapore November 25th 

My dear Burn, 

The question contained in your letter of the 30th Ult is one not very easily answered as I find by 
reference to act xvi of 1859, the act upon which all our rules regarding the issue of grants of land 
are based, that its provisions do not extend to cultivators and tenants at Malacca holding these 
lands by prescription which I presume is the case with all the defaulters you have to deal with. In 
the commutation deed no mention whatever is made to the power of transfer and the agreement 
between the Government and the subject is binding upon Representatives and assigns of the 
latter; now I do not exactly know what is the legal definition of an assign but I should fancy that 
in the event of a deed holder making over his rights under that deed to another party, that party 
would be his assign and liable to the extent of the limited liability act, to be called upon to pay up 
all arrears due. As long as the revenue is paid I hardly think you have the power of interfering 
with any arrangements made by the land holders as they do not seem to be bund to register their 
transfer of their rights; perhaps therefore it would be advisable for you at present merely to issue 
a circular to Punghulus pointing out to them that it is their duty to take measures for ensuring the 
due payment of all Government demands and that those who fail to exert themselves in the 
performance of this duty will be removed from their appointments; they might also at the same 
time be directed to warn the people within their respective districts that legal proceedings will be 
taken against all Defaultees on the next 15th March which appears to be the Pay Day according to 
the Deeds; you might then submit the question officially to ascertain what legal steps can be 
taken to recover arrears and I would ask for Ritchie’s opinion on the subject; the matter was 
brought to notice by one of your predecessors and I will send you a copy of this paper on the 
subject of Malacca generally as you will find it useful; there is no name attached so that I do not 
know who is the writer but I fancy it must have been either Mr Garling or Lewis by the allusion 
to the Singhie Quallah road. As regards the Sheriffalty I think Mr Baninggarten {Baumgarten?} 
had better not send in his resignation until the question as to the eligibility of Mr Gottlieb to be 
reappointed is decided. I will speak to Sir Richard on the subject. The act of apparently merely 
precludes a person being compelled to serve a second time as Sheriff within three years; as at 
home it is a most expensive office. 

MP Sd O Cavenagh 

To the Hon’ble Captain Burn R C Malacca 

……The question of Mr Banungarten’s resignation of the Office of Sheriff has been settled by 
another reference to the Charter although provision is made for a vacancy by death or departure 
from the Settlement, no allusion is made to resignation. Hence the inference to be drawn is that a 



Sheriff cannot legally resign. I was much interested in your account of your trip to Ayer Panas 
and fully approve of your proceedings en route. I asked Coll. Faber to prepare for circulation 
among his subordinates a memorandum relative to the measures to be adopted in laying out new 
roads; the quantity of land to be reserved on each side for repairs etc being distinctly specified. I 
do not know whether he has complied with my wishes but if so I will forward a copy of the 
circular to each Resident Councillor for information and guidance. The Punghooloo question is 
beset with difficulties that the present system is altogether wrong cannot be denied but in the 
present state of your finances it is rather difficult to find means for remedying it; it would be too 
expensive to give handsome salaries to all the Punghooloos at the same time it would be harsh 
and perhaps also impolitic to replace them by a few government Officials. I am almost inclined 
to select a few of the most influential and intelligent and appoint them with suitable emoluments 
as Punghoo Mookims making over to them entirely the duty of collecting the tithe and giving 
them power over the Punghooloos whose sphere of action should be restricted entirely to 
rendering assistance to the Police for which a slight remuneration might be annually accorded in 
addition to their being exempted from the payment of their own Govt. dues. In the event of a 
Punghooloo Mookim becoming defunct his successor would be selected from amongst the 
Punghooloo; this might induce them to display a little zeal occasionally. 

Your letter of the 7th Inst has somewhat puzzled me; had their been anything wrong the Opium 
Farmer would hardly have informed Mr. Baxter that he was about to visit the Magistrate to 
intercede for the Gamblers, but no Magistrate should allow parties to attend at his private 
residence in order to bias him with respect to a case under trial and I shd. Suppose he must have 
been biased by the lenient sentence passed. The Daily Occurrence books of all Police Officials 
are public documents and subject to inspection. I have been examining those of Singapore. As 
well as I remember I told MacPherson he should occasionally inspect those of his subordinates 
and attach his initials as a proof of his having done it; at Penang a written order was give on the 
same subject; as I shall certainly call for both Mr Toomey’s and Mr Baxter’s. When he came up I 
think you acted judiciously in returning that of the latter but I hope you have kept a copy of the 
Extract. 

Secs li, lxiv and lxxxi of act xiv of 1856 ought to give you the necessary power to improve the 
drainage of Malacca. As Mr Banungarten’s proposed marriage is not illegal I fancy you are 
bound to accede to his request. 

Sd/ A Cavenagh 

Singapore 

13th Nov 1860 MP 

To the Acting Fort Adjutant - Calcutta 

Dear Sir, 



I have the pleasure to enclose two letters relative to questions connected with any large office 
which should been made over to you, but was forwarded by mistake to S’pore. I presume that 
long ere this Sergeant Quick must have received the amount of his annuity. 

Sd/ O Cavenagh 

19th Nov 1860 MP Late Town Major 

My dear MacPherson, 

I should inform the Manager of the Borneo Company that the finding of the Committee has been 
duly confirmed, that you see nothing in that finding attaching blame to Capt Macmillan for the 
want of evidence and consequently must decline addressing the Committee on the subject and 
that he is at liberty to publish whatever he pleases. I have just seen the Brigadier who says he 
must send for this 27 Sepoys if we require 3 sentries for the convicts; I think therefore we might 
reduce the sentries to two so as to allow of the guard being limited to 18 Sepoys to be increased 
at Penang should any more convicts be placed on board. The Prison should be well made and 
strict instructions should be given to the Captain not to allow too many prisoners to be on deck at 
once and to have their irons examined daily. 

19th November 1860 sd O Cavenagh 

MP 

My dear Macdonald, 

I have the pleasure to send you a list of the plants from the Government garden at Buitenzorg 
which are at present under the charge of Mr Fraser at the Hotel D’Esperance who will order them 
to be delivered to anyone you will send with a note for them. The inspector of horticulture has 
forwarded a list of plants as requested from our Society, most of them I understand are 
procurable at Malacca and I will therefore endeavour to obtain them from that Station. 

19th Nov 1860 sd / O C 

MP 

My dear Man, 

-----I hope Mitchell is getting on with the Jooroo Bridge for it is a work much required. I am 
going to make three more Sections, two in the South and one in the North of the main road in the 
Province this next year. I should like to do something about the drainage of the Swamp but am 
afraid the plan and estimate cannot be prepared in time for the Budget. They have cut me down 
again a good deal making me pay for all my new military buildings out of my annual allotment. I 
hope to be with you about the 13th as we propose starting on the third prox., and shall remain a 
week at Malacca. 



23rd Nov 1860 MP Sd O C 

To Mr Grey Esq Secy to Govt Home Dept 

My dear Grey, 

By this mail you will receive the account of the Ratification of the Treaty at Pekin. We are to 
receive 8,000,000 Taels as an indemnity for Expenses of the War, one half to be paid at once and 
the remainder to be received from the custom dues. Tientsin is to be opened to our trade; that 
portion of Kowloon now occupied by us is to be ceded, the question of the Residence of our 
Ambassador at Pekin is to depend entirely upon Her Majesty’s pleasure and certain stipulations 
have been entered into with respect to emigration from China to our Colonies. The French treaty 
differs but little from our own, in lieu however of a cession of territory they obtain a protectorate 
over the Roman Catholic Churches in China. We have throughout received cordial assistance 
from the Russian representative who furnished us with information on various points and offered 
to endeavour in person to rescue our prisoners upon hearing of their having been confined in 
Pekin. The Prussioan Embassy is still in Japan. The French and English Consuls General have I 
believe induced the Ambassador to insert one or two articles in his proposed treaty of which we 
should be able to take advantage under the "most Favored Nation" clause of our own treaty and 
to these articles the Japanese have been hitherto opposed but it is supposed that the news from 
China induced them to yield. 

Loch with the Treaty arrived from Pekin the evening before last and will leave this {us?} at noon 
today. As he will reach Galle before the "Fiery Cross" will arrive at Calcutta, he will send you a 
telegram for the Governor General’s information. He and Mr Parkes are the only British 
prisoners who have been saved. The proposed distribution of Troops is as follows. H.M.’s 31st, 
60th and 67th with possibly the 8th Punjab Infantry and a Corps of Irregular Cavy. With some 
artillery to be located at Tientsin. H.M.’s 44th Regiment at Hong Kong and H.M.’s 99th at 
Canton; the 1st Royals, 2nd Queen’s and 3rd Buffs also the 87th Fusilers leave for England direct; 
the K.D.Gs and Native troops return to India and will embark without delay. Lord Elgin will 
remain another month in China so that we shall expect him in the Straits in six weeks time; he 
will make the trip in the "Feroze". I have little local news to report; there have been some 
awkward rumours regarding one of the European Members of our Police Force. I intend to have 
the charges investigated by the Court. The result will be duly reported. A rumour has reached me 
that there is a probability of the Siamese making a move in Tringanu. If the movements affect 
our trade in any way we should have to interfere it being contrary to an Article of the Old Treaty. 
Should I receive any specific information on the subject I of course will send you an official 
report. I hope you will be able to give us a good steamer but I trust youwill not burthen us with 
the "Clyde" gunboat she is fit for nothing, cannot sail, nor afford accommodation either for 
passengers or her own coal. Mr Fraser, our Consul for Batavia is over here and leaves for 
Calcutta in the "Fiery Cross". Should you meet, you will be much pleased with him and he will 
be able to afford you a good deal of information on points connected with this Settlement and the 
Archipelago generally. I have been speaking to him on the subject of the Law under which 
landed property is transferred in Java as I think it would be applicable to the Straits and give 
satisfaction whilst a considerable revenue would be derived from it; he has promised to procure 
for me a copy of the Regulations on the subject. Thence shoud I think it possible to base a good 



scheme for the Straits upon them I will prepare one and submit it for consideration. The Datoo 
Klana has again written to me on the subject of our taking overSempang which he is very 
anxious to place under our charge. I hope to be able to get off the correspondence today, if not it 
will be forwarded by the "Arracan" a Man of War steamer ordered to Calcutta with Despatches 
and now daily expected. 

(sd) O C 

P.S. I suppose you are now in charge of the foreign as well as the Home Department. I hope 
(D.V.) to leave then on my tour on the 3rd Prox. Will you therefore order your despatches to be 
addressed to Penang. We shall reach that station about Christmas. 

Spore O C 

23rd Nov. 1860 (True Copy) MP 

Extract from a letter to A Sconce Esqr Calcutta 

of 23rd November 1860 

"I am very much obliged to you for your kind letter of the 14th Ult and for the trouble you have 
taken in preparing a bill to legalize the sale of land in Malacca; it is indeed a sad sight to see a 
fine district so much neglected and should your bill become law the inhabitants of that 
Settlement ought to feel extremely grateful for your exertions. I am doing what I can by 
remaking and reopening Roads to improve the Country but it is uphill work. I have not failed to 
follow your advice and to forward another letter on the subject by this mail to the Clerk of the 
Legislative Council which I hope will prove of some effect. 

(sd) O C 

True Copy 

MP 

My dear Macpherson, 

I have the pleasure to return the paper you sent me. I am afraid we can do nothing about the 
Sultan’s son at present; you might write to the father mentioning that you had heard that he was 
not allowed means of support and pointing out that his present state reflected on his (the 
Sultan’s) own dignity and rank. As regard the Law he had better address the Consul himself and 
you forward the Petition mentioning that the Petitioner is a British subject residing at S’pore. 
You will have received the Bill for the money from the Borneo Company on account of Nakhoda 
Kalain. 

(True Copy) sd/ O C 



MP 

  

  

My dear Burn, 

I find I have two letters of yours dated respectively the 14th and 19th Inst. To answer; in the 
former you allude to the orders regarding the convict godown. In the design prepared by Collyer 
the present godown is to be dismantled so as to have a clear space between the Parade ground 
and the Convict Lines, the two storied building forming at present a portion of the Sheriffs Jail 
and abutting on the right flank of the Convict lines becoming the new Godown so that the Guard 
stationed in the upper story will command the interior of the lines. There will still if I recollect 
right be a large portion of the Jail unoccupied and that is to be converted into a house of 
Correction. If Lireman has adopted at Malacca the system introduced here of issuing rations 
under the terms of the contract at the place of distribution and by the Contractor’s own people 
the necessity of weighing there at any other place but the spot at which the Contractor is bound 
to ensure delivery would be obviated; the new Godown would be so close both to the barracks 
and the Lines that all rations might be issued there. 

I am glad to find that you have succeeded in inducing the Commissioners to put a stop after the 
1st Mar to interments in the old Burial Ground, the Notification appeared I the last Gazette; this 
will prevent any display of sectarian feeling which might probably have been otherwise elicited. 
You are I think right to allow the Second Master of the School to draw the pay of the Head 
Master whilst he is doing the duty and commencing from the 1st Inst. The date from which Mr 
Hackett ceased to have any claim to it. I find from MacPherson that he did not by the bye retain 
the whole of the pay but allowed Mr de Souza a portion. I have had Mr Blundell’s letter which I 
have the pleasure to return; it is very clear that the question of the collection of Land Revenue at 
Malacca is a most complicated one;I am in great hopes that Mr Sconce will be able to bring in 
his bill next month. In accordance with his advice I have not failed to address an earnest letter on 
the subject to the Clerk of the Legislative Council by the Mail which left there on Friday. {I} am 
rather puzzled with regard to the meaning of the order issued by the judge with respect to the 
Piratical Junk, under Sec. Vii of act 12 of 1857. The Junk was condemned and forfeited and that 
order must hold good whether the owner or any other person has been convicted or not. The Law 
does not recognise any right on the part of the Court to order a Vessel to be sold and the proceeds 
paid either to the owner or any other person. It can only be forfeited and condemned; had it not 
been so condemned it ought to have been restored to the parties who were in possession and not 
have been ordered to have been sold. I have not heard how the case against the pirates was 
disposed of, but I fancy the Bill was thrown out by the Grand Jury at the suggestion of the 
Recorder and therefore no trial took place, but ever {even?}if they had been acquitted, they 
would have no claim to the proceeds of the Sale of the Junk, she having been condemned upon a 
perfectly distinct proceeding of the Court. I have desired the Colonel in preparing the Budget to 
make an allowance for Malacca drainage. As regards the low state of your finances, I am sorry to 
say MacPherson can render no assistance, bills upon Malcca not being procurable whilst the 



Hooghly is still undergoing repairs and will not be ready until a day or two before we start. 
MacPherson says the opium farmer is always ready to give an advance if necessary. (sd) O C 

S’pore 25th Nov 1860 (True Copy and Extract) MP 

My dear Macpherson, 

It appears to me that Mackenzie has made a regular mess of it and has only himself to blame; the 
Govt. promissory notes were actually in his possession and would have been in your Treasury 
bearing interest to this day had he not on his own authority returned them to Kim Ching and 
accepted his promissory note instead, as Kim Ching positively denied having paid the 1806 Rs. 
To Mackenzie for any other purpose than as a part donation to the Hospital, the Government has 
no option in the matter but as already has been done, order the money to be paid to the D.P.W. 
We may yet lose the 5694 entirely through Mackenzie’s unauthorized act, the Govt notes having 
been once made over to him should never have left his hands until he was ordered to dispose of 
them. At this moment, I fancy including the Interest they would have been worth about 6600 Rs. 
If not more so that in the event of the Rs. 1800 having been credited to Mackenzie’s account the 
hospital would have suffered a considerable loss, even now the gain is slight while the risk is 
heavy. As regards the Mail bag I think in the first instance you had better direct Mr Cuppage to 
communicate with the Mail agent on the subject as he may perhaps be vested with authority to 
open the bags. Had the Mail been one made up in India, I would at once have issued the order 
but I do not know what are the rules of the English Post Office in such matters. The Mail agent 
will at all events know whether there is any objection to their being opened. Please let me have 
the letter regarding the same received from the Chinese theatre before we leave. Will you kindly 
tell Dunman that his Police Station must be at Soonghie Ayer Rajah instead of Passer Panjang; 
the former is a large village and only about a quarter of a mile beyond the latter. I have ordered 
the road to be carrie on as Bennet tells me the Expense will be very trifling. Are the new 
Sampans ready? They were sanctioned ages ago and one of the gunboats ordered to be moored in 
the River under the charge of the Master Attendant If the Sampans are well managed they ought 
to check petty piracy in the neighbourhood of Shangie and Teluk Blangah. 

Etc etc 

(True Extract) (sd) O C 

MP 

To Colonel Faber Malacca 9th Dec 1860 

My dear Colonel, 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 5th and 6th inst. It is a great 
pity that Palmer was unable to submit his plans for the out offices prior to my departure the more 
so as I am sorry to say I cannot approve of his design, nor do I think with reference to the recent 
order regarding those on Government bill that it will be approved of by the Supreme 



Government. I would prefer, if in your opinion the arrangement is unobjectionable something 
like the following: 

A.A. Barracks 

aa covered passages 

B. Kitchen to be divided if necessary into two parts one for each _ company. 

D Necessary. 

Thus while the Necessary would not be connected with the other buildings the  

distance between it and the Bathrooms would be so slight that a man would be but slightly 
exposed whilst moving from one to the other; the waste water from the bathrooms might be 
carried by puckah drains into a cistern near the Necessary so as to be available for cleansing the 
latter. Protheroe has written an official on the subject of the advance for the Apparatus for the 
Cape Rachado Lighthouse; as far as I can judge all that is necessary is to be prepared to pay the 
money on the receipt of the bill of Lading. This is the usual custom with regard to private orders 
and there seems to be no absolute necessity for departing from it in the case of an order given by 
a Government which must be a surer paymaster than any private individual. Upon the authority 
now given Collyer will be enabled to give the necessary order to the Firm by which he wishes 
the work to be executed and will then write out to specify the date on which the Apparatus may 
be expected to be ready for shipment by which date we can arrange to have the money ready for 
payment. This will probably be at home and the remittance can be made through him. Had 
Collyer thought it essential to have the money remitted at once I think he would have alluded to 
the subject in his letter to me received by the last mail. As I hardly expect the building will be 
ready to receive the light before the end of next year, although it is a matter of importance that all 
instructions should be given by Collyer to ensure its being of the description required, the speedy 
execution of the order is not of much consequence, more especially as he will probably leave a 
paper with McNair to enable the latter to ascertain whether his orders have been properly 
fulfilled. 

With regard to the Church, under the circumstances mentioned I cannot but agree with you that it 
is advisable its opening shd be postponed until the arrival of the Memorial Windows as it would 
be better to have the main body of the building complete before making it over to the Clerical 
Authorities; you might write officially to Mr Nicolson stating that owing to the non-arrival of the 
windows the building will not be ready for Divine Service as soon as anticipated. I am sorry to 
say I have not been at all pleased with Mr. Evans’ work. The masonry at the new jail even to my 
inexperienced eye seems very inferior and I am sure either you or Collyer would be much 
dissatisfied with it: What I think is styled the proper pointing of the brickwork has not been 
attended to and in some places there were quite holes between the bricks, from the want of a 
sufficient quantity of mortar. Mr. Evans’ remark was quite that of a Native Mistree viz. that 
when it was plastered over it would not be seen (Khoob plaster dega baraber ho jaega). I told him 
he had better rectify the defects before he put on the plaster to not conceal it by them, a view of 
the question that did not appear to have struck him before; altogether there is evidently a want of 



energy in Mr. E. which I do not approve of; on visiting the brick kiln, although the Pug mill had 
not been used for some days and will not perhaps be required for another fortnight I found it 
nearly full of hard clay which of course would not improve the iron work of the mill which ought 
to have been thoroughly cleaned during the time that the work was closed, yesterday also I had to 
get out of the carriage at Subau Gugah because a small wooden bridge which merely required a 
few planks nailed across it, was impassable and Burn told me that this had been brought to 
Evans’ notice about three weeks ago; when I leave this I shall send you an official regarding the 
Department at the Station. Tomorrow I propose D.V. making a trip to Marlimo and on 
Wednesday to Alore Gadjah whilst on Tuesday and Thursday we make some excursions in the 
steamer to the new Leper Hospital on one of the adjacent islands and one frontier post at Quallah 
Linghi. Yesterday we visited the Jacoon Settlement and Thursday we drove about 10 miles along 
the Kassang Road returning by water down the Malacca River so that I shall have seen a good 
deal of the country by the time we leave for Penang. 

O C 

MP 

My dear Playfair, 

In the course of his inspection of the Police Records His Honor the Governor observed the 
remarks contained in the accompanying paper noted in the "Occurrence Book" of the Inspector 
mr Baxter; as if allowed to pass without comment they are calculated to excite suspicion as to 
your permitting your decisions to be overruled by others not connected with the Court. His 
Honor has deemed it but just to give you an opportunity of offering an explanation as to 
thecircumstances under which you were induced to award such lenient punishments to persons 
convicted of the crime of gambling. 

Yours sinly 

Malacca 11/12/60 M Protheroe 

Extracts from the "Occurrence Book" of Mr J Baxter, Inspector of Police, Malacca 

October 12th. "Received a gambling warrant to enter the house of "Ah Kiew" at Camong Pantei; 
executed it at 9.30 P.M. had to break open the door, apprehended 5 Chinamen; seized 5 poh 
mats, 1 poh, 1 Lamp, 2 Poh boxes, 1 gold finger Ring, 29 silver dollars, 22 cents and a quantity 
of counters and Chinese cards. 

October 15th. (v. case of gambling October 12th 1860). Defendants fined 5 cents each; money and 
ring returned; owner or occupier not to be prosecuted by orders of sitting Magistrate. Saw a 
vonveyance belonging to "Ah Kiew" opium farmer pass the Police Office at 9.30 A.M. with 
windows closed and stopped at the house of the Sitting Magistrate; the latter came to Office 
shortly afterwards and then passed the said conveyance with windows open and Koh Keng 
inside; the Magistrate passed a remark during the investigation of above case of gambling that 
mostly in every Chinaman’s house such articles seized and of same description were to be found. 



8.30 A.M. Koh Keng visited my house and spoke the very same word here written and said he 
was going to house of Sitting Magistrate to ask assistance for the gamblers (vide Police Act xiii 
of 1856 Sec 58 and 59). 

November 17th. In attendance at Police Office Dy Commissioner of Police sailed for S’pore in 
Sch "Dalia". 3 gamblers fined 10 Rs each, one Rs 50 and owner of house "Noma Goh" Neoh" Rs 
100. 2 P.M. Lee Boon Teong and Chan Hoot Lim entered the Magistrate’s private Room in the 
Police Office, called him and had conversation together for some time. When the two farmers 
went away and the Sitting Magistrate recalled Noma Goh Neoh and reduced his fine to Rs 20 
and the one that was fined Rs 50 his was reduced to Rs 30. The vagrants were each sent to the 
house of correction for three months each. Lamar P.P.2 dismissed from the Force for slothful 
habits, drill as usual. Night round from 11 to 1: found all correct. 

Malacca — 12th Dec 

My dear Playfair, 

…..I was out with the Governor at Alore Gadjah when your letter came this morning and would 
have answered it before. His Honor has requested me to state that he never suggested you were 
being actuated by any improper motives but had the remarks been allowed to remain without 
your being given the opportunity of offering an explanation regarding them they might have 
occasioned you some annoyance hereafter and consequently in justice to yourself he deemed it 
but right to let you know that such remarks existed in a Public Record. At the same time he is of 
opinion that in the event of anyone whether Native or European wishing to speak to the 
Magistrate himself in behalf of a prisoner under trial, that the court is the proper place for him to 
present himself at and his statement should be publicly not privately made as any private 
recommendation especially among Orientals is certain to give rise to unpleasant remarks. 

We are going onboard of the Str Hooghly to start for Qualla Linghie this evening otherwise the 
Governor wd have been glad to have seen you tomorrow. 

12/12/60 MP 

dated Oct 15th and Nov 17th 

Written across the remarks in Inspector Baxter’s occurrence Book, copied above 

"Satisfactory explanation afforded by Sitting Magistrate" 

Malacca By order M Protheroe 

15/12/60 Off Secy 

My dear Burn, 



I am desired by His Honor the Governor to request that you will point out to Mr Baxter that the 
entries in his Occurrence Book shd. Be restricted to matters connected with the discharge of his 
own duty. 

Malacca MP 

15/12/60 



Private Letter Book 

Volume II 

From the 20th December 1860 

To the 11th August 1861 

Penang 20 Decb.1860 

My dear Braddell, 

Although I shall be very sorry to lose your services at the present moment and am afraid I shall 
have some little difficulty in making satisfactory arrangements for the performance of your 
duties during your absence from Office, under the circumstances of the case I should be most 
unwilling to know {place?}of any obstruction in the way of your fully qualifying yourself for the 
appointment to which you have such reasonable grounds for aspiring and wh I sincerely trust you 
may obtain and will therefore be happy to give your application for leave favourable 
consideration. I will of course be necessary for you with reference to the order on the subject to 
shew officially good grounds for preferring the request. 

Yours sincerely, 

(True Copy) 

MP sd O Cavenagh 

4/12/60 

Penang 

December 21st 1860 

My dear Goodwyn, 

By the last mail I received a letter from Mr Stirling stating that he had been made acquainted 
with the contents of your office letter No 4764 of the 4th September last to my address offering 
himself as a candidate for the appointment of Engineer to the Municipal Commissioners and 
referring to the Secretary to Govt. P.W.D. for a recommendation. Now although the 
Commissioners will hardly accede to the terms he has proposed they are willing to give a very 
liberal salary but before making any agreement on the subject they are naturally anxious to be 
made acquainted not only with Mr Stirling’s qualifications as a Civil Engineer but also with the 
circumstances under which he has quitted the Services of Government and have begged me, if 
possible, to obtain the necessary information for them; I shall therefore feel much obliged for any 
light that you may be able to kindly throw on the matter. It certainly seems strange that a person 
should, after a long service, leave the Employment of Govt. and seek office under a Municipal 



body, whilst my own impression of the working of the iron bridge yard department is not a very 
favourable one, as I have a lively recollection of the defective night carts, bedsteads, etc. 
However these defects may have been owing to causes over which Mr Stirling may have had no 
control. Etc etc, 

(sd) O C 

Extract from a letter to Dy Secy to Govt .D.P.W. 

My dear Sconce, 

Accept my best thanks for a copy of the draft of the proposed Bill regarding the lands at Malacca 
which will I think if passed fully answer the desired purpose though there are two additions I 
should be glad to see made; one of the words "other than such quit rent as may be specified in 
the deed of transfer" to Sec. v. And the other of a district {distinct?} Section to the Effect that 
nothing in the Act is to preclude the Assessment and Collection of Municipal rates and taxes 
under the provisions of Acts xxv and xxvii of 1836. The former is necessary to enable the 
government when it may appear advisable to subject the land to a small quit rent as done in some 
cases both at Singapore and Penang. The charge would not be deemed unreasonable as it is 
almost invariably demanded in the Straits by private Proprietors when disposing of their Estates 
and moreover whilst increasing the annual revenue it acts as an inducement to a Purchaser to be 
careful of his property and render it as valuable as possible; the latter is required to remove 
doubts with respect to the liabilities of the landed proprietors. Many of them cannot understand 
the difference between Govt demands and Municipal rates and are under the impression that if 
they have satisfied the claims of the State the Municipal Commissioners are precluded from 
levying any assessment and unless the new Act contains a distinct clause to the purport I have 
mentioned, there will be constant disputes which it is most desirable to avoid if possible, both the 
Commissioners and the people being too poor to be able to indulge in the luxury of carrying on 
Expensive law suits. I sincerely trust that Government will not defer the discussion of the Bill 
until the decision of the question of the Transfer, for the Act is urgently needed if Malacca is 
even {ever?} to be rendered a prosperous and thriving Settlement. 

Sd O Cavenagh 

Penang (True Copy) 

21st December 1850 MP 

To A Sconce Esq., member of the Legislative Council of India, Calcutta 

Penang Hill 26th Decr 1860 

My dear Colonel, 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge three of your budgets and will take up the questions alluded 
to therein seriatim. 



i. An official has been sent to Man requesting him to take measures to cause the  

$1200 to be received from the Hospital Committee and paid to the P.W.D.; his reply has not yet 
been received. 

ii. You will receive from Macpherson the expense of filling in the swamp with a small extra sum 
for erecting the Fountain, but there is no extra assignment of Theatre money, the above amount 
being obtained from that source. 

iii. As regards the hill near Cantonments being occupied by a grog shop, the very day Europeans 
enter Tanglin, under the Act on the subject all grog shops will be prohibited within a mile 
perhaps two from the Barracks; the existence of this Act may not be known to Sir R. Napier, 
though Palmer might have told of it as I mentioned my intention to him with reference to that 
very hill and the probability of the owner wishing to make a little money out of the men by the 
sale of liquor. 

iv. As regards Light Apparatus I can only say that on my visiting Birmingham and inspecting 
large factories of all sorts, I found that no allusion was ever made to receiving an advance for 
work to be executed; all that was required was a satisfactory reference for payment on delivery 
of any article ordered; however as before mentioned the building cannot possibly be ready for 
the Apparatus before another 8 or 9 months so that in the event of Collyer’s stating officially that 
an advance is necessary a remittance can be made in good time. 

v. It is not necessary that an application for extension of leave should be made thro’ the Home 
Administration, but it is the Home Administration alone that determines the question as to the 
forfeiture of Appointment. The Home authorities do not interfere; they merely grant the leave. 
There was, if I mistake not, a recent stringent order on the subject published by the Supreme 
Government. I should be very glad to give Collyer the memo you recommend but his 
appointment is made by the G.G., not by the Straits Government, and consequently it might 
possibly not be deemed sufficient. 

vi. I told Mr. Evans when he spoke about the want of horizontal sections, to prepare them from 
the plan, and if he had any doubts as to their accuracy, to submit them to you with a request that 
you would kindly point out any errors. He has leant a great deal too much upon Collyer and 
Macpherson. 

vii. I hardly think your sketch of the Malacca river is very correct and your intimation is the first 
I have ever received of Collyer’s intention of altering the Sea Wall: This would include the 
removal of the present covered lading place and the cost would be enormous; as well as I 
remember the river runs thus, 

and Collyer wished, by erecting a pier shewn by the dotted lines D to prevent the stream forming 
a back water in front of the Town, thus bringing its whole force to bear upon the bar at its mouth, 
which it would then sweep away; however youwill be better able to judge by paying Malacca a 
visit. I have no objection to the proposed change in the bridge provided it does not involve 
increased expenditure. 



viii. As regards Mitchell’s position with request {regard?} to the Resident Councillor, I had 
received a communication from Man; I had referred him to Sec 2, Chap iv and Para 16, Sec I 
Chapter viii of the Code which clearly define the power of Civil Authorities. As Superintendent 
of Convicts, Mitchell is of course responsible to Man with regard to the discipline of the convicts 
and the internal economy of the Jail. 

ix. The line of road mentioned to me ran direct to Tasseh through Batoo Gajah; it is very heavy 
as far as Batoo Gaja, and from thence to Tasseh runs through a dense forect and deep swamp; the 
road the villagers ask for is the lower road through Sabatu to Sunghie Rambie. Evans has gone 
over this line and thinks it would be cheaper and more beneficial to the people than the new 
direct road. Macpherson’s sketch is not quite correct; the village of Marlimo is between the old 
line of road and the sea, the Government Bungalow alone standing on the side of the new road; 
the distance between the two roads is, as far as I can judge about _ a mile. 

x. I spoke to the Police before I left about having a tank in the spot you mention between the 
Hsopital and the Barrack Plateau, something of the sort will be required to drain the ground in 
that direction. 

xi. With regard to Govt. Canning Hospital, nothing can be done until the arrival of the two 
Companies of European Artillery, when, in accordance with the order of Supreme Government, 
it will be handed over with the Barracks; it will of {course?} be furnished out of the supply of 
Hospital furniture received from Calcutta. 

xii. It is a matter of no importance, the want of Maps from Penang and Malacca. I never intended 
them to be furnished from your Department and Moniot received orders some time ago to furnish 
the Supreme Govt with Maps of all the Stations in the Straits; by this time I fancy they must have 
been despatched; that of Singapore was sent up to Calcutta before we left. 

etc. etc. etc. 

Yours sincerely 

Penang (True Copy) O Cavenagh 

27th Dec. 1860 MP 

To Colonel Faber, Offg. Ch. Engineer, Singapore 

Penang Hill 

27th December 1860 

My dear Macpherson, 

Many thanks for your three letters: the last containing the information regarding Dunman’s 
intended departure has somewhat taken me aback though I cannot say that I ought to be surprised 



at it as he has not been looking well for some time past. According to the Official List in my 
Office Braddell became a Member of the Uncovenanted Service in 1857 and Willans in 1856, 
the former is therefore the Senior but he has already applied for a year’s leave on Private affairs 
which I have promised to grant in the event of my being able to make arrangements for relieving 
him which I had intended doing by promoting Willans. This plan is of course now upset for 
although I shall be glad to advance Robertson he must serve for a year or two longer before he 
can be made Comr, hence Willans has deservedly the first claim to succeed Dunman and will 
consequently be put in as soon as I can manage about his successor and on this point I want your 
candid opinion. Mr Smith is a most worthy man and an old and faithful servant of Government 
and I am consequently anxious to advance his interests; from the state of his health I am doubtful 
however how far he wd. Be able to perform the arduous duties of Police Magistrate at Singapore 
without breaking down, and if he were to break down it would be absolutely necessary to remove 
him for Singapore could not be left with an inefficient Magistrate. If I felt satisfied as to Mr 
Smith’s being strong enough to discharge the duties of Magistrate, little Mr Gottliebe, if he could 
obtain release from his present office as Dy. Sheriff of the Insolvent Court might be appointed to 
officiate as Commissioner of the Court of Requests. As Dy. Sheriff I fancy he could easily be 
replaced but Sir Richard might not be able to spare him from the Insolvent Court. Perhaps you 
will kindly speak to him on the subject after thinking over the matter of Mr Smith’s fitness for 
the Magistracy. Willans being disposed of Earl would naturally look forward to acting for 
Braddell and might be successful {succeeded?} in the province by Captain Smart, Lewis’s son in 
law, who is I am told an intelligent man and ought to know something of Malay having been 
stationed in the Straits. If after due consideration you come to the conclusion that Mr Smith 
would break down and know anyone available really qualified for the berth I shall feel obliged 
by your bringing his name to my notice. If Mr Smith had a trial it would be advisable to make 
the arrangement a temporary one in the first instance, so that he might be relieved without being 
as it were superseded. We now come to the Marine Magistracy; this must now be filled up but it 
must be held by an independent man and if Mr Wilkinson does not wish to give up his map 
selling etc. he must be passed over and I shall feel obliged by your letting me know of any 
eligible candidates; if Mr Wilkinson is anxious for the situation on the above terms I have no 
objection to Mr Wahab’s appointment as his Deputy; presuming his removal from the Sailors’ 
Home was caused by the wish to effect salutary reforms and not in consequence of any fault Sir 
Robert says that Gilpin must go home in the "Esk" and could only accept the permanent berth, so 
that he is not available. If Dunman’s sick certificate is an urgent one he must be allowed to leave 
and Robertson directed to officiate as a temporary measure. 

How are the works at the old Police Office getting on? I hope the alterations will be nearly 
finished before I return; with regard to the additional prison accommodation required at the 
present Police Office if I remember right, there is a range of Stabling not used in any way, that 
might perhaps by the addition of strong wooden bars in front be converted into temporary 
lockups to be used in cases of emergency. Will you kindly look at the range and if it will answer 
order whatever may be requisite; the Expense ought to be within your limits. 

etc. etc. etc. 

Yours very sincerely, 



True Copy (sd) O Cavenagh 

27/12/60 MP 

Penang 28th Dec 

My dear Burn, 

----The question with respect to the rates on Wan Chili’s land was rather a complicated one and 
it certainly struck me that the valuation put upon it as annual rent was rather high tho’ it was 
clear that the assessment in force was too low; of course as the Country improves the value of the 
rent of the land will increase and as you are at liberty to revise your assessment yearly you can 
always obtain your just rights by varying your assessment to make it keep pace with the rise in 
the value of the property. I do not know exactly what the proportion of the rent to the value of 
produce is in the Straits but I should imagine rather more than a tenth. I should have been 
inclined to estimate it at about one fourth, but with Wan Chili the difficulty is that he is not a 
proprietor; he has only a right to demand a tenth of the produce and therefore strictly speaking 
the additional assessment should fall on the cultivators who after all are the real proprietors. I 
have asked Mr Sconce to insert a clause on the subject in his Bill. I hardly think it is advisable 
for you to take any further steps with regard to the punghooloos of Gading, the village may 
remain attached to Padang for some time longer; it is only in special cases that you allow the 
people to actually elect their own Punghooloos. Generally speaking he should of course be 
appointed by you without reference to them; it is merely necessary that you should satisfy 
yourself that the person you are about to appoint is a man of good repute amongst his neighbours 
and not likely to abuse his authority; the position of Punghulu is very different from that of an 
Imam or Khatib; you appoint the one who is a Government servant, you merely confirm the 
appointment of the other who is the servant of his congregation. 

I have the pleasure to return the old Commission you sent me some time ago in the amended 
form and a Malay translation at the foot. I have no objection to your issuing one to any Imam 
who may be selected. 

By the bye, with regard to applications from Residents of Malacca for appointment it might 
perhaps be as well for you to let the people know that no person can be employed except in 
situations connected with the Supreme Court in any district in which he may have landed 
property so that if Mr Westerhout or any other person wishes to join the Police he must go, either 
to Singapore or Penang; the rule is a very stringent one and must be observed though hitherto I 
fancy it has not been in this part of the world. 

I have received a letter from the Rajah of Rambow the style of which I do not quite approve and 
I shall now let him distinctly know that I shall put a stop to the levying of any tolls upon British 
subjects in neutral waters. 

(sd) O Cavenagh 

True Copy 



MP 

To Hon’ble Captain Burn 

R C Malacca etc. etc. 

Penang 31st Dec 

My dear Macpherson, 

A steamer has just arrived which is to leave again immediately so that I have merely time to 
write a few lines to mention that I am anxious to meet Willans’ wishes but I am afraid it will be 
necessary for him to await the orders from Government about the Second Magistrate which will I 
trust be done by the next mail. With a Marine Magistrate and a district Magistrate to aid him in 
the discharge of his duties I think it is possible that Mr Smith might be able to get through the 
duties at Singapore. When Willans might be appointed to officiate for Dunman, I had intended 
sending Earle to Singapore and bringing Smith here but Earl has begged to be allowed to remain 
in the Province even though he would receive higher pay by the change and under these 
circumstances of course I will not move him. In Braddell’s case there is no immediate necessity 
for arrangements to be made as he can remain quiet {here?} until the 21st arrive from Canton and 
Captain Smart of that Regiment, Lewis’s son in law, has been mentioned to me as being well 
qualified to act, having a tolerable knowledge of Malay and an acquaintance with the people in 
the Straits from having been quartered here with his Corps for 3 years. Robertson should submit 
his application for privilege leave at once to enable the order to be gazetted. Man would be very 
glad of Moniot’s services if you can spare them; the Steamer might also stay a couple of days at 
Malacca to enable Burn to have the benefit of his advice which I know he needs sadly. 

Might not Colonel Faber also take advantage of the opportunity to visit Malacca, the Hooghly 
taking him up on the return trip. 

The Sir Hugh Rose Steam gun boat has been ordered to be commissioned immediately and 
placed at my disposal instead of the "Clyde" against whose coming I protested as Haughton 
informed me she was useless. I am afraid the "Hooghly" will hardly be available for the Rajah 
unless he either remains some time at Singapore or starts for Sarawak at once. Etc. etc. 

Yours sincerely, 

(True Copy) (sd) O Cavenagh 

MP 

To The Hon’ble Capt. Macpherson, R C S’pore 

My dear Col. Faber, 



I do not see how it is possible for us to build the Light House without having a good road to the 
summit of the head land; the space for the site and in its vicinity must be cleared and 
accommodation must be prepared for the workmen and overseer; under these circumstances, you 
have my full permission to make arrangements with the Rajah’s brother for the performance of 
the work. You might report the circumstances officially for record alluding to instructions demi-
officially received. 

(True Copy) (sd) O Cavenagh 

Penang M.P. 

31st Dec 60 To Col Faber 

Offg. Ch. Eng. 

Penang 12th Janry 

My dear Brigadier, 

Your official letter on the subject of the colors of the Volunteers has somewhat puzzled us; it 
affords no information relative to the source from which the colors are to be obtained, etc. 

Colors are not granted by Government to Volunteer Companies nor have they ever to the best of 
my belief been issued even to any of the new Volunteer Battalions, in some cases, if I recollect 
right, I have seen notices of Colors having been presented by the ladies of towns to Volunteer 
Companies but this is of course a matter over which the Government exercises no control, nor is 
the presentation recognised in any Official Notification. I shall of course be happy to do anything 
in my power to meet the wishes of the Volunteers but I am afraid for the reason above stated I 
shall however delay sending you an official reply, until the receipt of information as to the 
circumstances under which that request has been prepared. 

Believe me 

Yours sinly 

Sd O Cavenagh 

PS I hope you have had no trouble with the Troops passing through, and that if any horses have 
been landed you have arranged for their accommodation either at the P & O Company’s or the 
Convict {Customs?} sheds. 

To Brigadier Burn 

Comy Troops in the Sts 

etc. etc. 



My dear Colonel, 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge receipt of your letters of the 30th Ult. And 8th Inst. I am 
somewhat as to your remarks with respect to Officials being  

If you will refer to my demi official of the 20th Ult. You will see that an express allusion is made 
to a reference having been made to Man on the subject of the money received from the Wyang; 
he has been directed to recover it and pay it to the executive Engineer unless he can prove that he 
had authority for paying the amount to any other person; he has been compelled to make a 
reference to Singapore and this will cause some little delay in the final settlement of the question. 

2. No acknowledgement is ever sent of the receipt of a Budget as it would be a waste of time, at 
the same time you must be aware of its having reached as one or two memos have been 
forwarded to you relative to inaccuracies discovered in it; I am only sorry to say there were 
several; some viz: the omission of all items on account of convict labour in the Penang Division 
? have been able to correct here, but there are one or two wh. cannot be corrected until a 
reference has been made to you regarding them. I shall not however detain the Budget on this 
account and have already drafted my transmitting letter.  

{3.} At para 7 of my letter of the 26th I have duly answered your query with respect to the 
Malacca Bridge so that you need not require any further instructions but can act according to 
your own judgement. It is as I have stated immaterial to me which plan is adopted but no 
additional expense beyond what has already been authorized can be incurred. 

4. Collyer’s scheme for altering the mouth of the River cannot as far as I am able to judge be 
carried out except at great cost and is not therefore likely to be sanctioned for some time to 
come. 

5. I directed in the first instance the Surveyor General as to the proper authority to forward to the 
Secy D.P.W. Calcutta several Maps of each station in the Straits Settlements and these have I 
believe been duly transmitted; my own opinion is that the "s" at the end of the word "reference" 
is a misprint; if not it would be necessary to send up fresh general maps with each successive 
Budget; the whole letter has been very carefully written which you will perceive by reference to 
the 1st paragraph where the Governor of the Straits is alluded to as a third person. I am the more 
confirmed in my opinion because some time ago a similar letter was received relative to 
Province Wellesley and the plans were then supplied by Moniot. 

6. Cape Rachado is as you have accurately stated 350 feet high so that the length of road 
willcertainly be considerable; on my making a remark on the subject of the amount of labor that 
would be required I was told that the cost to the Rajah would not be much as the work would be 
executed by his own people who would merely receive their food whilst thus employed. 

7. I am very sorry to learn that Mr Patmore has proved a failure; it is a pity that he did not avail 
himself of my offer of the berth at Labuan; at that time however Bennett was not desirous of 
parting with him; by the next mail I will enclose a letter from mr Edwards. I have no time to 
write by this the Steamer having taken us quite by surprise. 



8. I am very glad the road making rules are in the press; they will I am certain be found very 
useful for the guidance of D.P.W. officers. 

9. I see an estimate has been received from Penang on account of a punkah and mat to an 
Officer’s quarters. The former will be sanctioned but the latter cannot be so as such articles are 
not supplied at the expense of the State. Indeed sunshades are not authorized in Officers’ 
Quarters at Fort William, we had to buy them. I then made a strong appeal on behalf of Officers 
doing Regtl Duty but it was not there attended to nor do I think they have hitherto been allowed. 

10. Many thanks for looking after Govt. House and the stud. I am rather amused at Mr 
Schreiber’s supposing that I intended to lay out Govt money for his benefit. I would sooner 
remain at Malacca or this place. 

Sd/ O Cavenagh 

To Col Faber 

Offg. Ch. Engineer, 

Singapore MP 

Penang 

12th January 

My dear Macpherson, 

The Mail has arrived a day before her time hence I can only send you a few hurried lines. 

2. I was delighted to hear of the successful result of the on Pulo Tinghie, and sincerely trust that 
we shall be able to obtain a conviction against the prisoners. 

3. You were quite right to reply to Mr Aitken with regard to Mr Toomey’s case; if Mr T has been 
guilty of malpractices he cannot be allowed to remain in the Government Service, if on the 
contrary he is innocent his innocence should be made as public as the reports that have been 
circulated to the detriment of his character. I am somewhat surprised at the Judge’s remarks on 
the prosecution, had he reflected for a moment he would have known that the course pursued 
was perfectly legal. Only recently in Penang an indictment was prepared against a witness in 
Court and he was tried on a charge of theft for which he had never been committed by the 
Magistrate though called upon to give evidence in the case against another person. 

4. I shall be glad to meet Willan’s wishes as regards the Magistracy. He will at once be gazetted 
to act for Braddell but with orders to remain in Singapore and I will write to Govt. to sanction his 
receiving the higher allowances. Capt Smart will be appointed here on the arrival of the 21st, Mr 
Gottlieb acting in the meanwhile. Mr Robertson will act as Comr of Police in addition to his 
other duties as a temporary arrangement only. I hardly think that it would be advisable to make 



Mr Playfair Comr. I should be glad for many reasons to advance his interests but until he has 
quite reformed as respects his general habits I could not put him into a place of trust. He must be 
aware of my knowing his fault, it having been alluded to in the Medical Certificate sent in when 
he applied for Sick Leave. 

5. If the Tharmah is not urgently required its construction can be delayed until I return but I 
rather think the point you have selected is too far as it would entail the necessity of prolonging 
the road for a considerable distance; perhaps there is some good site between Passir Panjang and 
Ayer Rajah. 

6. The two sampans as you will perceive by referring to your official records are to be manned 
by the Lascars from the Police Gunboat ordered to be laid up so that no additional expense is to 
be incurred. 

7. Ere this the name of the Muicipal Comrs. Ought to have been gazetted as the necessary order 
was directed to have been sent down by last mail; we need not appoint a substitute for Dunman 
until the date of his intended departure is fixed. 

8. With respect to your want of funds you must draw bills at the best possible rate procurable. 
Rupees can I fancy duly be sold at a heavy discount; you can draw Bills both upon Calcutta and 
Bombay and also upon the Eastern Stations by giving due notice to the Acft. Genl. I shd think 
bills on Rangoon and Arracan wd sell very well at present. 

etc. etc. 

(sd) O Cavenagh 

The Hon’ble Capt. Macpherson 

etc. etc. 

My dear Grey, 

Many thanks for your kind letter of the 21st Ult0 and the news regarding the gunboat. I have little 
doubt that with her aid I shall be able to keep the Straits and the Entrance to the China Sea 
perfectly clear of Pirates more especially as she will in all probability be commanded by Lieut. 
Woods who is a very good Officer. As I presume she is to be permanently placed at my disposal 
as soon as she arrives I shall recommend the disposal by sale or otherwise of the Gunboat 
"Singapore" as with two steamers available she will not be required and we cannot afford any 
unnecessary expense. I am glad to say that we have succeeded in capturing three miscreants the 
heads I fully believe of a Piratical Gang at Pulo Tinghie; they were concerned about two years 
ago in the cold blooded attack and murder of the whole of the crew of one boat belonging to 
Singapore and the plunder of another; regarding the first we have I am afraid only hearsay and 
circumstantial Evidence and possibly we may not be able to bring them to trail on that charge 
tho’ there is no doubt of their guilt; as regards the second, we have one or two witnesses who 
were in the boat when she was plundered, one of them having been wounded by the pirates so 



that we ought to obtain a conviction though English Law is very uncertain. In this quarter we 
have had no more cases of petty piracy since I caused the neighbouring Islands to be searched. 
The last letter sent to the Rajah of Perak too has been effectual as the Resident Councillor 
informs me he has received a reply to the effect that we are to consider his territories as under 
our own and take such measures as we may deem necessary for the apprehension of offenders 
within them.  

I see by the last Overland Paper that the despatch of the Electric Telegraph Cable for the line 
between Rangoon and Singapore has been postponed. I do not know whether this line is to be 
Executed at the expense of the Indian or Home Government and moreover have until this last 
intelligenceconsidered the matter of the Sub Marine line almost a fair accompli and consequently 
one regarding which it would be useless to offer any suggestions but as there now seem to be 
some doubts on the subject and the war with China having terminated the urgent necessity for the 
line has ceased, I think it right to mention that as far as the Chiefs thro’ whose territories it would 
run are concerned I have reason to believe that there would be no obstacle to one carrying down 
the line the whole way by land; there may be natural obstacles but I should think they might be 
overcome however on this point no certain information can be obtained and a survey of the 
country wd. Of course be required to determine the question we might enlist the interest of the 
Chiefs in the work by allowing them a small annual sum for taking charge of the line and giving 
either to them or to some of their creatures contracts for supplying timber for the Posts, 
independent of the measure being one of economy for Marine Lines are I fancy very expensive 
and attended with great risk of failure it would I think perhaps prove beneficial in a Political 
point of view by strengthening our connections with our neighbors and by increasing our 
influence in the Malayan Peninsula enable us to exert that influence to the benefit of themselves 
and their subjects and induce them to follow the example set them by Rajah Inmahat 
{Jumaat?}of Lookoot who is the only one of all the Chiefs who has attempted to improve his 
country; however I am afraid we cannot boast of having done much in this respect either at 
Singapore or Malacca.  

As regards the latter place I have by the bye just submitted a representation as to the necessity for 
getting the long promised Land Act passed, a representation which I hope you will support for I 
truly believe if it is much longer delayed we shall soon have great difficulty in collecting any 
Land Residence {rents?}, whilst the Settlement which ought to be capable of paying all its 
expenses and yielding a surplus besides, will from the want of capital to bring the waste lands 
under cultivation and of any energy amongst the present landholders become gradually mined 
{ruined?} in spite of all the exertions of Government to render it flourishing and prosperous. If 
we could sell the lands in fee simple there are many capitalists, Europeans and Chinese, who 
would be induced to purchase and lay out large sums in the cultivation of Sugar and Tapioca but 
they will not of course invest money in Estates to which there is any chance of their titles being 
hereafter disputed. Burn is active and intelligent as well as very zealous and will make a first rate 
Resident Councillor but at present he can effect but little with such an incubus as our land system 
to weigh down all his efforts to improve his District.  

From all I hear the date of the Transfer of the Straits to the Colonial Office seems as distant as 
ever and India may still be burthened with the payment of a deficiency for sometime to come so 
that it is the more necessary that the Legislative Council should move in the matter. Mr Sconce 



has prepared a Draft Act with one or two slight additions which I have pointed out will I think 
answer the purpose and remove all existing doubts etc. etc. (sd) O Cavenagh 

Penang (True Copy) 

18th Janry/61 

To W. Grey Esq., M Protheroe 

Secy to Govt Home Dept Offg Secy 

Calcutta 

Penang 24th Janry 

My dear Smith, 

In the early part of this year I addressed the Government on the subject of the introduction at the 
Mint of Dollar coinage for the purpose of meeting the wants of the Straits Settlements where at 
present we are perfectly dependent upon a Foreign Coin for use in all monetary transactions and 
as respects the Government often suffer heavy loss by the difference of exchange between 
dollars and rupees; the intended transfer of the Straits to the Colonial Office I imagine prevented 
the matter being taken into consideration but as this transfer now seems as far off as ever and I 
am still inclined to believe that the Establishment of a British dollar and half dollar currency 
would be profitable to the State and a great convenience to the Community at large I am thinking 
of resubmitting the question and before doing so should be glad to be favored with your opinion 
on the subject and therefore enclose for your consideration a copy of a note received from a 
member of an influential Firm at this Station specifying the intrinsic value of the Mexican Dollar 
and its cost to the Merchants in the Quarter. 

Extract. 

"In looking over a large number of our dollar Shipments from London I find the average outturn 
to be about $1151 to the 1000 ounces; by last Mail we are advised that the Mexican dollars were 
selling at 62 1/8 per ounce which makes these dollars laid down here (not including 45 days of 
interest) cost 4/8 464 

1150 

oz oz 

1 : 62 1/8 : : 1000 

62 1/8 

2000 



6000 

125____ 

62125 

add 4 _ per cent for charges. 2795 d 

$1151/ 64920____/ 56 464 

5755 1150  

7370 

6906 

464 

d 

The intrinsic value of the Mexican dollar is 51.79 the Standard silver being 62 pence, Bar silver 
was selling at 61 1/4

d per ounce this will bring up the Margin to at least 5d on the dollar a sum 
somewhat smaller than I had looked for when I commenced the calculation. 

Were the Straits and Hongkong Governments to support the Mercantile Community I think there 
can be no doubt but that the British dollar would speedily become a currency and favourite coin 
and if I recollect right both the S.pore and Penang Chambers of Commerce Expressed the same 
opinion. 

Yours etc. 

Penang O Cavenagh 

24th Janry/61 To Coll Smith C.B 

Mint Master 

Calcutta 

(True Copy) 

M Protheroe Lt 

Ag. Secy. 

My dear Lineman, 



I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 23rd Inst. As you apparently 
have grounds for supposing that your conductor interfered with contractors, H H the Governor 
would wish you to make further enquiry on the subject with a view to the truth or otherwise of 
the Allegations against Mr Gilby in the petition from the ex writer I sent to you the other day 
being ascertained. 

Yours sincerely 

Penang M.Protheroe 

25th Janry 1861 

To Captain lineman 

S. Asst Comy Genl 

Singapore 

Penang 

24th Janry/61 

My dear Macpherson, 

I was very sorry to hear the Pulo Tingey case had been postponed until next Sessions as it is 
impossible to say what influence may be brought to bear upon the witnesses in the meanwhile. I 
am however in hopes that they will remain staunch as the conviction of these prisoners would 
probably break up the Pirate Haunt and enable our traders to pursue their avocations in that 
quarter in peace. I never thought a true bill would be found for murder, the evidence being 
chiefly hearsay but if the witnesses are to be believed there can be no doubt as to their having 
committed Piracy.  

You will receive an official on the subject of Mr Toomey’s case, which if you have taken no 
steps towards his prosecution on the bail bond charge, will determine the question. Had he been 
brought before the Grand Jury and the Bill thrown out I should have considered it just to abide 
by their decision and to have permitted Mr Toomey to rejoin his appointment; as it is accusations 
have been distinctly made against him which he has taken no trouble to refute; he has entirely 
lost my confidence and I have therefore determined upon dispensing with his services under the 
authority vested in me by the Police Act; he will of course receive his pay up to the date on 
which the notification is published in the Gazette, as a servant of the State he is bound to obey 
the orders of Government etc. etc. 

You were quite right to order the Enquiry into the cause of the loss of the "Herculaneum", the 
proceedings should be sent to me for confirmation and then published in the Gazette; in special 
cases a copy is sent through the Master Attendant to the board of trade. etc. etc. 



(sd) ) O Cavenagh 

True Copy 

M Protheroe Lt 

Ocg. Secy 

To the Hon’ble Captain Macpherson R.C. Singapore  

  

Penang 25th Janry 1861 

My dear Colonel, 

Your second Budget has arrived and fully explains the cause of your having such great reason to 
suppose your former letters had received no consideration. 

2. Regarding the relative position of the Ex Eng. Penang with R.C. 

3. Regarding the Plans of P.W. Island to accompany the Budget of 61/62. 

4. The amount of convict labour to be devoted to different works at Penang was entered in red 
ink in the Budget. 

5. Position of the Overseer’s Quarters on the Bluff at Rachado. 

6. Regarding Overseer Scully’s Appt. 

7. The arrangements regarding the location of Olive at Cape Rachado are entirely in your hands 
and I agree with you in thinking it would be better for him to remain there permanently until the 
work is completed than merely to pay the Cape Rachado temporary visits. Burn will be requested 
to let him have as far as practicable the services of the gunboat. 

8. regarding the Malacca Bridge. 

9. Regarding the sum allotted for Malacca communications. 

10. Objecting to supervision of the R.C. over the Executive Eng. Malacca. 

11. I am very glad to hear of the success of our boring Experiment in Fort Canning; this removes 
all fear of a want of water for the Garrison. 

12. As there is a standard plan for a Conjee house it had better be adopted. I fully agree with 
Palmer as to the necessity of having brick walls and tiled roofs for a row of cells to be occupied 



by refractory European soldiers if the money will only admit of 10 cells being erected the 
building should be so planned as to allow of an addition being made hereafter. 

13. Regrets he did not inspect the Roads at Malacca. 

14, Requests him to speak to his clerk about the carelessness in copying letters. 

(sd) O Cavenagh 

True Copy 

M Protheroe Lt 

Ocg Secy 

P.S. If you require Mitchell to have his specifications and Completion Reports always signed by 
the Civil or Military Authorities you will effectually prevent any complains from them as to the 
work being improperly executed. 

Extract from a letter to the R.C. Malacca — 25th Janry/61 

If the Overseer is to be stationed at the Cape as long as the work is in progress which appears the 
best arrangement you must as far as practicable let him have the Assistance of the gunboat in 
getting up supplies etc. 

(sd) O.C. 

True Copy 

M Protheroe Lt 

Ocg Secy 

My dear Lord, 

Your kind letter of the 3rd inst only reached me yesterday, and as the Calcutta Mail is now hourly 
expected I hasten to send a few lines in reply. I cannot but believe that inadvertently Mr. 
Nicholson has somewhat misrepresented the nature of the difference of opinion between himself 
and the Ch. Engineer, and therefore deem it right to make you acquainted with the facts of the 
case as far as I am myself aware of them. 

Some years ago a monument to the memory of General Butterworth, a former Governor of this 
Settlement, was forwarded from England to my predecessor with a view to its being erected in 
the Church at Singapore; the building however had either been dismantled or was in course of 
being so, and the monument with several other tablets that had been removed during the process 
was accordingly deposited in the governor’s Office, where it remained until within the last few 



months. When the new Church was near completion the Chief Engineer represented that in order 
to prevent the disfigurement pf the building, it was advisable that the tablets that had been placed 
nominally under my charge should be made over to the P.W.D. in order that they might be put up 
previous to the walls being plastered; this arrangement was sanctioned but he was, at the same 
time instructed to acti n communication with the Residency Chaplain and with therelatives of the 
deceased parties where their relatives were still at the Station; Mr. Nicholson in corresponding 
with Col. Faber on the subject stated that the arrangement proposed by the latter was 
unobjectionable but that before the erection of General Butterworth’s monument it would be 
necessary to obtain a faculty and pay a fee of 50 Rupees; to this the Chief Engineer contended 
that the building was still in his hands and he was acting under the orders of the Local 
Government; he could not be called upon by the Ecclesiastical Authorities to pay a fee for 
permission to carry out such orders; that in fact the actual Charge of the Chaplain over the 
church did not commence until it was completed and made over to him by the Ex. Engineer, 
from which date he was vested with the power to sanction the Erection of Tablets and 
monuments in accordance with the regulations prescribed by the P.W.Code; in this view of the 
case when it was brought to my notice I certainly concurred with Coll. Faber. Had Mr. Nicholson 
expressed any doubts as to the propriety of erecting the monument in the position selected, or 
even expressed a wish to refer to your Lordship on the subject before giving his opinion, in 
accordance with the orders received by Colonel Faber, orders which distinctly recognised the 
claim by courtesy if not by right of the Chaplain to be consulted in all matters connected with the 
Erection of an Edifice intended for divine service, no further steps would have been taken by that 
officer until the receipt of your reply, but as the question at issue apparently had reference only 
to the payment of a fee, and its solution would have involved the necessity of a reference to 
England in order that Mr. Butterworth’s wishes on the subject might have been ascertained, I 
saw no reason for my interference and permitted Coll. Faber to continue the work which would 
otherwise have been countermanded and which it was an object at that time to complete with the 
least practicable delay as there was reason to hope that the painted windows would have arrived 
in time to admit of Service being performed at Xmas day; this hope however I am sorry to say, 
thro’ some neglect on the part {of} Agents in England has not been realized and the building is 
still in an unfinished state, as the windows however, are I understand now on their way, I trust 
that it will be completed before we shall have the pleasure of seeing your Lordship. The position 
selected for General Butterworth’s monument exactly fronts the space occupied by a large tablet 
erected to the memory of the only Chaplain whose death has taken place at S.pore and does not 
in any way interfere with that reserved for the Creed and Commandments; as a work of art it 
deserved a more prominent place but from the nature of the architecture of the church, a 
sufficiently flat space could not be found for its reception elsewhere, except by disfiguring one of 
the handsome pillars along the Aisle. 

Your Lordship will I am sure be much pleased with the building; I have seen few in India to 
equal it, and it reflects great credit both on the architect by whom it was designed, and the 
Officer by whom that design has been carried into execution. It is much to be regretted that 
owing to the fear expressed by Capt. Collyer with respect to the soundness of the foundation we 
have been compelled to deviate from the original plane and substitute a Spire for the proposed 
tower, for the latter would I think have been more in keeping with the remainder of the edifice. 



In conclusion I need not say that whatever may be the decision of the President in Council on the 
General question, it would at all times afford me sincere pleasure to meet your Lordship’s wishes 
with regard to any matter connected with the Ecclesiastical Establishment in the Straits, whilst 
there was certainly no intention on my part and equally so I venture to state on that of Col. Faber 
to dispute the propriety, in the event of the Chaplain as your representative here deeming it 
necessary, of your being consulted with respect to the arrangement of the tablets in the new 
Church, but on this point certainly no stress appears to have been laid by Mr.Nicholson and the 
question he mooted seemed simply that connected with the payment of a fee. etc. 

Yours very sinly 

True Copy (sd) O Cavenagh 

To the Right Revd M Protheroe Lt 

Lord Bp. Of Calcutta Offg Secy to the Governor SS 

Penang 28th Janry 61 

My dear Sir Robert, 

I duly received versions of the Muka {Mukah}affair both from Mr Edwardes and Capt Brooke 
but I am sorry to say these letters are in my desk at Singapore and I am consequently unable to 
refer to them but as far as I can judge the circumstances of the case are as follows. 

In July 1859 Messrs Fox and were murdered; suspicion fell upon a native chief as the instigator 
of the base act, an attempt was made by the Sarawak Authorities to seize him on his being 
summoned to attend at the residence of the administrators of the government, the attempt proved 
unsuccessful and the Chief escaped and sought refuge in Bruni; an application was made by the 
head of the Govt. at Sarawak for his surrender. This application was submitted by the Sultan to 
Edwardes as Offg. Consul General. After due enquiry he came to the opinion - whether right of 
wrong I do not presume to say - tho’ I am convinced it was his honest opinion that the Chief was 
innocent of the charge preferred against him, and that the attack that had been made upon him in 
the Sarawak River was most unwarrantable. He therefore advised the Sultan to decline 
compliance with the application and upon this advice the sultan acted; some time after the chief, 
if I remember right, proceeded to the Muka and it was reported exerted his influence amongst the 
petty chiefs in that quarter to induce them either to entirely put a stop to the Sago trade down the 
River or else levy heavy transit duties upon it; on this point I am not quite certain; as Sarawak 
depends in a great measure upon its sago trade, the movement of the Chiefs naturally proved 
extremely prejudicial to the interests of the Settlement consequently a large Expedition was 
organized for the purpose of reopening by force of arms if necessary the trade of the River and 
destroying the forts that had been erected along the bank 

Upon hearing of this Expedition the Sultan appealed to Edwardes as the British Representative of 
{at} his Court to protect his territories from invasion by a force headed and raised by 
Englishmen. On the receipt of this appeal Edwardes determined upon proceeding in person to the 



Muka andascertaining the Exact state of affairs; he accordingly embarked on board of the 
"Victoria" and on arrival at the mouth of the River he found a large Force consisting both of 
Europeans and Natives under the Command of Capt. Brooke preparing to force the entrance. 
Edwardes immediately prohibited te attack; Capt. Brooke acknowledged his right to exercise 
authority over all British subjects and offered to withdraw with the Europeans leaving the 
Natives to fight the battle by themselves, but Edwardes would not agree to this arrangement and 
intimated his intention of issuing orders to the commander of the "Victoria" to fire upon any 
portion of the Expedition that might attempt to enter the River and Capt, Brooke consequently 
retired with his Whole Force, Edwardes however promising that he would cause the trade of the 
River to be reopened and the Forts destroyed. 

If Sarawak is to be looked upon as a British Settlement there can be no doubt that Edwardes was 
perfectly justified in pursuing the course he adopted and that Capt. Brooke had no power in his 
capacity as governor to attack the territories of a Foreign Prince, with whose country we are at 
peace, without having in the 1st instance solicited redress for any grievances thro’ the medium of 
Her Majesty’s representative at the Sultan’s Court; if on the contrary Sarawak is to be considered 
as a Native State Edwardes had no right to interfere further than to prohibit British Subjects from 
taking an active part in any operations that might be carried on, on the Bruni side of the 
Boundary River, hence I am inclined to believe that he exceeded his authority when he intimated 
his intention of firing upon the Natives even although the Europeans had retired. If the Muka is 
the boundary between Sarawak and the Sultan’s territories its navigation according to the Law of 
Nations should be free to the inhabitants of both States and Capt. Brooke was fully justified in 
insisting upon the rights of his people being recognised and maintaining these rights by force if 
necessary, but he certainly either as a Governor of a British Settlement or as a ruler of and 
independent State was not justified in commencing active operations until he had caused the 
usual representation to be made to the Sultan and had reason to believe that this representation 
had failed to receive proper consideration and that his demands would not be acceded to. There 
can I believe be no doubt that the trade at Sarawak has suffered, tho’ to what extent I am unable 
to say; if I remember correctly Capt. Brooke in the first instance asserted that Edwardes failed to 
fulfil his promise with regard to causing the river to be reopened and the Forts destroyed. 
However, when the "Victoria" returned to the Muka I believe all difficulties had been removed 
and the trade was again free. Sarawak is certainly an anomaly at present and it is a pity that its 
position either as a British Settlement or an independent State is not more clearly defined. I treat 
it as the latter and merely consider myself responsible for affording protection to the lives of the 
British Residents if attacked, in the same way that I should do in the Event of an insurrection in 
Java and the lives of the British inhabitants in Batavia being thereby endangered. etc. etc. 

Yours sincerely, 

(sd) O Cavenagh 

Penang True Copy 

28th Janry 1861 M Protheroe 

Offg. Secretary 



Penang 28th Janry 1861 

My dear Macpherson, 

I have the pleasure to enclose for your perusal the reply received to my Letter to Goodwyn 
relative to the application made by Mr Stirling and shall feel obliged by your communicating its 
purport to the Municipal Commissioners and making me acquainted with their wishes on the 
subject to enable me to answer Mr Stirling’s letter. I certainly should not feel justified in 
recommending the acceptance of his offer. Your Funds are hardly in a position to enable you to 
make heavy disbursements just by writing to England to secure the services of an efficient Civil 
Engineer on a salary of £500 per annum to be increased to £600 provided he gave satisfaction 
after two years’ trial; however this is a matter for the Commissioners to decide.  

I hope you will send me your amended Police disbursements Estimate by the first  

opportunity to enable me to make the usual requisition for the monthly payments. I am really 
much puzzled with respect to the Police Commissionership. Playfair I am afraid would break 
down, whilst Robertson although intelligent wants judgement and will be hardly fit to exercise 
the controlling power over a large body for another year or so. Some two or three months ago 
Read spoke to me regarding a Mr Cruickshank who had charge of the police at Sarawak and was 
anxious for employment in the Straits; could you ascertain whether he has a good knowledge of 
Chinese for if so I should be inclined to offer him a berth. 

The Grand Jury are a little late in their suggestion regarding Chinese Interpreters. I have been 
corresponding with the Supreme Govt on the subject for the last three or four months. I believe 
they will give me one as an experiment, but these measures cost money and I do not exactly see 
how the Straits people are to expect that India is to pay for the improvement of their institutions.  

The question of the fees for the Shipping Office has not yet been decided but I cannot help 
thinking that the whole of the fees will be allowed to the Acting Officer, in which case Mr 
Wilkinson would receive one half his salary, as Deputy, one half of Mr Vaughan’s salary as 
Master Attendant and Marine Magistrate and 200 Rupees, and one half of his own salary would 
remain available for the Offg. Deputy; are you aware of anyone who would be glad to accept the 
latter berth on those terms, if so, and you can recommend him, I might, in the event of Mr 
Wilkinson’s giving up the sale of his Charts, publish the appointments in the Gazette 
immediately on the issue of the next commission of the Place which might include Mr 
Wilkinson’s name, so as to enable him to perform the duty of Marine Magistrate. I have applied 
for Capt. Stuart’s services and a commission will be issued as soon as they are placed at my 
disposal. 

The order for the additional Magistrate for S’pore will I hope arrive by the next mail as the last 
reference made by the Supreme Government for further information was answered in December 
just before I left Singapore. 

I fully approve of your plan for converting the Gunboat into a Government barge, for such a boat 
is much required on the occasion of the arrival of Foreigners of distinction, and it is just as well 



to make use of her. Excluding the governor’s pay you ought to have plenty of money to meet the 
Expense of keeping up the sampans. Men for duty at the new Thanahs of Changhai and Passir 
Panjong were duly included in the Police return for last year; there is always a tendency on the 
part of the Commissioner to raise the Police Expenditure; it is natural but it must be guarded 
against and checked.  

You have ere this received an Official on the subject of drawing bills upon Calcutta and Bombay 
so that you need not hesitate about making arrangements to procure whatever you may require. 

Yours very sincerely 

(sd) O Cavenagh 

True Copy 

M Protheroe Lieut 

Offg. Secy 

To 

The Hon’ble Capt Macpherson 

R C Singapore 

Penang 28th Janry 

My dear Sir Hercules, 

It is not unlikely that ere long I may have one or two vacant appointments in the Police and 
Magistracy at my disposal and as none of the officials at present under my orders understand 
Chinese, I am desirous if possible of obtaining for the anticipated vacancies the services of 
officers who may have a competent knowledge of that language and I shall esteem it a favour if 
you will kindly let me know whether there are any gentlemen at Hongkong who have acquired 
that knowledge and are qualified for public employment in other respects, who would be willing 
to accept Office in the Straits; the salary of a Dy Comr of Police is in the first instance Rs 250 
per mensem; the highest appointment to which he can succeed, viz that of Commissioner of 
Police at Singapore being 800 Rupees; the lowest salary of a Magistrate is Rs. 500 and the 
highest viz Police Magistrate Singapore 700 RS. Candidates are appointed on probation in the 
first year and at the expiration of that period are expected to be prepared to undergo an 
examination in the Acts of the Legislature of India affecting the Straits and in the Malay 
language; the examination is not a strict one and in general knowledge of the purport of the Acts 
and a colloquial knowledge of the Malay dialect is all that is required. I have recently applied to 
the Supreme Govt to allow me to have the services of one or two student Interpreters similar to 
those attached to the Consulate in China, to train up to succeed to appointments in the Police and 



Magistracy as they become vacant; the application has been favourably received but the want of 
funds will I am afraid prevent the measure being sanctioned etc. etc. 

Yours sincerely 

(sd) O Cavenagh 

To: His Excellency Sir Hercules Robinson 

Governor of Hongkong 

True Copy 

M Protheroe :ieut 

Offg. Secretary 

My dear Colonel, 

Your note of the 24th Inst. Has this moment come to hand. 

1. As regards the Press there can be no doubt as to its being Government property  

and it therefore must be resecured(?) but I think Mr Keasberry is fully entitled to 
reasonable notice before being called upon to stand and deliver. 

2. With respect to the bridge, in the event of there being a chance of your being able  

to use your credit on that account this year, it appears to me that the proper plan would be 
for you to report the non-arrival of the Iron guiders {girders} and request in consequence 
that you may be permitted to transfer that credit either in the Lighthouse to enable you to 
make a remittance or to any other work within my sanction and authorized for next year; 
this would enable you to save the money which would then be available for the bridge in 
1861/62 when you might submit a fresh estimate provided it did not exceed Rs 5,000 for 
my sanction. 

3. The plan of receiving the Venetian windows to the Chow huts(?) if neatly done is  

I think upon the whole preferable to that of having fixed bars which would give the building 
rather a prison-like appearance. You can therefore issue the necessary orders. 

Yours sincerely, 

(sd) O Cavenagh 

Penang 



28th Janry True Copy 

M Protheroe Lt 

Offg. Secy 

To Colonel Faber 

Chief Engineer 

Extract of a letter to the R.C. Penang 

dt Janry 29th 1861 

"I hope that there has been no misconduct on Mr Gottlieb’s part with regard to the amount of his 
salary as of course whilst acting for Williams he only receives William’s pay, the latter having 
that forfeited by Braddell etc. etc. 

(sd) O Cavenagh 

True Extract 

M Protheroe Lt 

Acg. Secy 

(inserted letter) Penang Janry 31st 1861 

(Copy) 

My dear Brigadier, 

Many thanks for your note relating to the Volunteers’ colours. I certainly was not aware before 
that there were any in existence, hence your official letter on the subject rather puzzled me. I 
have been trying to discover precedents for authorizing officially the desired Motto to be born 
upon the Colors and Appointments of the Corps, but have been unable to find a single one. In 
England as I before mentioned the colors are generally given by the Ladies and of course no 
Official Certification is issued, though I dare say many of the Volunteer Regiments have 
assumed their courtly Mottoes and Devices; in India, also under recent regulations it is clear that 
Volunteers are not to be provided with colors by the State, hence equally with their brethren in 
England they are entitled to select their own Regimented {Regimental} Mottoes, and any 
interference on the part of the Government might be deemed improper. The corps seems to be 
getting on so will {well}, that it would be a pity to take any steps that might subject it to remarks 
in the Papers, etc., and as you know there are people glad to cast remarks upon their neighbours 
if any opportunity is afforded for doing so.  



I have no power to authorize the building in the Fort to be used as an Arsenal, it having been 
converted into a hospital by the express order of the Supreme Government and contrary certainly 
to my wish, the transfer of the stores as a mere temporary arrangement would entail great 
expense for carriage, otherwise I should not have hesitated about according the desired 
permission. I should have been very glad to have seen Col Walker but his stay here was too short 
to admit of his coming up the Hill. With the ladies’ kind remembrances 

Believe me etc. 

Orfeur Cavenagh 

(end of inserted letter) 

Penang 2nd Feby/61 

My dear Sir Benson, 

I have the pleasure to enclose for your perusal a letter received from Sir R, McCausland on the 
subject of the revision of the table of fees to be granted to the Law Agents practising in the 
Court. Although perhaps it is advisable that there should be but one table of fees for both 
divisions of the Court it does not appear to me that such an arrangement is absolutely necessary, 
as with reference to Clause two Page 4 and clause 36 Page 23 of the Charter it is apparently 
competent for each Recorder to frame a table for his own Division. 

I should have forwarded the Enclosure earlier but I have been absent in the Province for the last 
few days. 

Yours sincerely 

To Sir P B Maxwell O.C. 

Recorder of Penang 

True Copy M.P. 

Penang 3rd February 1861 

My dear Burn, 

2. By the next Mail I hope to receive an official from Coll Faber on the subject of the clearance 
of the Sungey Bidarah, as he has written to me to state that there is an assignment of $900 from 
the Budget of 1860/61 available for the purpose so that the work may be commenced in the 
course of this month. 

3. It is clear that proper rules must be established both for the collection of the dues  



on {or} tenths and for the remuneration of the Punghooloos and other Village officials. I 
have alluded to the subject in my official the {to?} Government recommending the 
proposed increase to your Surveys {and?}Land Office Establishments and shall be very 
glad to receive and expositio of your views as soon as you may have sufficient data to 
work upon. I agree with you in thinking that it would be advisable to give salaries to 
Punghooloos and to permit them to retain but a small quantity of rent-free land. Mr 
Sconce’s Bill has passed one reading so that there is now really a hope of its becoming 
law, in which case this question becomes of more importance than ever. In my opinion 
tenths ought to be paid upon produce of all descriptions. 

4. As regards Mr Evans’s Bills for travelling allowance I have some idea that by a  

recent circular you are authorized to decline attaching your signature unless you are 
satisfied that the charge is correct; that in fact your signature is considered as a voucher 
with respect to his being entitled to draw the allowance. 

5. Although I am anxious that as far as possible the feelings and wishes of the 

people should be consulted in the appointment of Punghooloos it is advisable that they should be 
made distinctly aware that this is merely done as a favor. The Punghooloo is a Govt. Servant and 
therefore his appointment rests entirely with the Government and that whenever there is any 
attempt to throw obstacles in the way of your selecting a good man you purpose exercising your 
power of selection without reference to any other person. 

6. It might be as well for you to make some enquiries regarding the with a view to  

measures being adopted to prevent the wholesale destruction…. 

7.Regarding Enchi Boojal 

8. Regarding cattle stealer 

9. Commissionership of Police Singapore. 

10. Non-appointment of one Hoopain as Punghooloo 

11. Interview with the 

12. I cannot help thinking with you that there has been some underhand dealing on the part of 
your Clerk with respect to the Wood and it is impossible that so great a rise could have taken 
place in the price in so short a time; perhaps Sergeant Boyd might be able to give you some 
assistance towards defeating any intrigue that may be carried on in this matter. Coconut oil is 
now supplied on contract to the Commissariat at Singapore for $10 per Picul and Tulman will be 
able to supply you at that rate plus the amount of boat hire from one Station to the other. I should 
hardly think the charge in one of the Schooners for a picul of oil would be more than one$. When 



I return to Singapore I will take up the subject of supplying oil through the Commissariat Dept. 
for all the Lights. 

13. I have been thinking a good deal of late regarding the necessity for legalizing gambling and 
am afraid it cannot be avoided, though not in the shape of a Gambling Law or for the purpose of 
making a Revenue. If legalized it must {be?} by means of licenses granted by Commissioners 
and liable to be withdrawn at a moment’s notice, a heavy fee to be paid for Each License, one 
half of the amount thus ralized being devoted to the Encouragement of Female immigration and 
the other half to the Municipal Land {Fund?} for Public Improvements and to meet the expense 
of the additional Police Peons employed to maintain order amongst the habitués of the gaming 
house. 

14. Mr Young has certainly managed to deprive the State of the greater portion of its Revenue 
and to make the land question at Malacca more complicated than ever; however with reference to 
the order from the Court of Directors it is clear that the applicants are entitled to obtain renewed 
leases on payment of the prescribed fee so that they must be granted. 

Yours very sinly 

Sd O.C 

To the Hon’ble Capt Burn 

R C Malacca 

P.S. You omitted to insert any item for Income tax in your sketch estimate. Up to the present I 
have received no application from you ror money for your Police for the current year. I shall 
require a statement of your expenditure for the past year for publication in the Gazette. 

/sd/ O.C. 

True Copy 

4/2/61 M Protheroe Lt 

Offg. Secy 

Precis of a letter to the Hon’ble Capt Macpherson R C S’pore 

Thinks that no application has been made for the Office of Offg. Dy Shipping Master Singapore 
and states it might be as well that Mr Anderson shd submit an application to be considered as a 
candidate for the appointment. Wishes the Grand Jury when suggestive {suggesting} reforms 
would recommend some sort of taxation to meet the additional expense likely to be incurred; was 
surprised to hear from Dr Rose that a committee had been ordered upon Apothecary Watson 
without sanction being first obtained; enquires how Mr Robertson is getting on with the Police; 
hopes he will send his estimate for this year’s expense and statement of expenditure for last year 



by next mail; considers that means have been adopted to prevent witnesses from coming forward 
in Toomey bribery case; requests him not to detain the Hooghly longer than he can help. etc. 

Penang M.P. 

4th Feby 1861. 

My dear Sir Richard, 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge receipt of your note together with the proposed table of fees 
for Law Agent practices {practising} in a court under clause 2 Page 4 and 36 page 23 of the 
Charter. It appears to me that although it may be advisable to establish the same practice in both 
branches and consequently to consider the revised table in concert, in point of form the two 
Divisions of the Court should act separately, each Recorder being vested with full power to 
control the fees granted to the Agents attached to his own Division. In this opinion Sir Benson 
coincides, at the same time he would be glad to be favored with your views upon the subject 
after you have considered the table now submitted and decided upon the Alterations you purpose 
making; he is inclined to concur as to the propriety of having a higher and lower scale of costs in 
accordance with English precedent but before expressing any decided opinion intends consulting 
the Registrar. etc. 

Sd O Cavenagh 

True Copy 

M. Protheroe Lt 

Penang Ag Secy 

4/2/61 

To Sir R B McCausland 

Recorder of S’pore 

Penang 4 Febry 1861 

Letter to Col Faber stating that there are several defects in the Police Stations at Province 
Wellesley and requesting information regarding the progress of the Sea Wall 

M.P. (sd) O C 

My dear Colonel Faber, 

I am somewhat disappointed to hear such unsatisfactory accounts regarding the iron work for the 
Malacca Bridge. It does not say much for the advantage of the system of making remittances in 



advance advocated by Collyer and I think yourself. When an order given in Decr 1859 is not 
completed by Febry 1861 you may depend upon it that cash payment on delivery is the same 
principle upon which all commercial dealings should be based. I suppose the iron work can be 
hardly expected before June so that little can be done before this further Mail to purchase 
Material for which your cash credits for $480 for 60/61 will be found useful. 

3. St Andrews Church, windows, lights, etc. 

4. Rachado Lighthouse 

5. I am very sorry to hear of your being in a fix about the sea wall. One thing is  

certain that we must not if we wish to preserve our credit as for seeing men abate one inch in the 
breadth of the road Way along the Quay. In Singapore there is the traffic that will pass along it 
will be immense. Hence if there is any complaint on part of the proprietors of the adjacent lots it 
must be met by a further Expenditure of convict labor so as either to carry out the wall as noted 
in Moniot’s plan provided there is no risk in doing so or else render the pro rate private 
contributions with reference to the reduction to be made in the area to be recovered. I have 
desired Protheroe to return you the plan if it is still in the Office. 

6. Inspector of D.P.W. accounts Straits 

7. I have sent up the plan and Estimate for the Spire of St. Andrews Church to the Supreme Govt. 
requesting it may be returned with the least practicable delay; by the bye there is there is an error 
of 100 tons in calculation {of the} weight wh. is estimated at 342 insterad of 442 etc. You do not 
in your transmitting letter make any allusion to the capability of the foundation to bear the 
proposed superstructure. 

8. Mr Evans has applied for another appointment. We must eventually have an officer of higher 
Departmental rank at Malacca if the new land act is passed and if McNair were returned to duty I 
shd be glad to offer the appt to Bennett. The report regarding bennet’s qualifications is required 6 
mos having elapsed. 

Sd O.C. 

P.S. Glad to hear there was no foundation regarding the Statement made at the time regarding 
work done on Sundays. A.B.C. Bridge was the work that ought to have been specified in the 
letter about the Budget. 

To Col Faber 

My dear Macpherson 

2. The coal sheds at Campong Malacca belonging to the R.N. and not to the Local Govt no steps 
can be taken by by the latter to repair them. 



3. Hooghly to be sent back from Penang on the 20th in time to take the Recorder to Malacca. 

4.Police Estimate sanctioned; Mr Robertson to be cautioned not to allow his zeal to  

out balance his judgement. His notification regarding fire works ought not to have been issued. 

5. Proceedings of Court of Inquiry to be printed. 

6. Approval of choice of Mil. Comrs of Engineers. 

7. Mr Wilkinson’s name to be included in next Commission of J.P.s 

8. Question regarding the Income Tax Commissionership to be referred so that it may be 
submitted to Sup. Govt for orders. 

9. Advantage to be taken of the favourable opportunity to obtain money to vent future demands. 

10. Regarding Rajah Brooke and Governor Edwardes. 

11. Although I can hardly suppose the Sultan wd. Be fool enough to act in opposition to our 
wishes he may perhaps unwittingly be made a tool in the hands of others and I am sorry therefore 
that you gave him permission to proceed to Muar; it wd. Have been better if you had referred 
him to me more especially as he has failed to answer my letter; tell him that I hold him 
responsible for any disturbance created by persons acting under his authority or in his name Mr 
Smith may be able to give you some useful information; therefore thank him for wh. he has told 
you and mention that you will be glad to hear anything he has to say at any future time; you must 
keep a sharp look out on the Sultan and his followers and if the former has not left, I think you 
might intimate to him that I am much displeased at not having received a reply to my letter and 
consequently you must withdraw the permission you had given him to leave for Muar. 

12. Appointment of Comr. Of Police and salary to be drawn by Mr Robertson. 

13. Mr Smith entitled to the usual fee while acting as Magistrate on Ct. of Enquiry. 

(sd) O.C. 

To The Hon’ble Capt Macpherson M.P. 

R.C. Singapore 

My dear Burn, 

1.Relative to contingent bills 

2. Conduct of the Hadjee at Looboo China 



3.Protection of the Frontier and removal of Punghulus, also employment of Assistant  

R.C. in the District 

4.Recognition of assistance received from Syed Saban. 

5.Offer of reward of Rs 500 for the apprehension of the persons concerned on {in}  

the attack on the Jacoon. 

6.Difficulty about appointing Mr Evans Dy. Comr of Police. 

P.S. Payment of Mr Toomey to date of his discharge. 

Sd O.C. 

To Capt Burn R.C. Malacca Penang 14th Febry 1861 

My dear Brigadier, 

My time was so fully occupied getting off replies to the numerous official communications 
received from S’pore and Malacca by the last steamer that I was unable to answer your note on 
the subject of the Singapore Rifles. I have despatched a letter to the Supreme Govt 
recommending to favourable consideration Davidson’s proposition for arming the Corps with 
Terry’s breach loading Rifles and I have issued a notification appointing Sergeant Mantell Drill 
Instructor. I delayed this latter measure under the impression that some distinct order wd be 
issued in the Military Dept relative to the pay of Instructors to Volunteer Regiments, but as this 
has not been done pending any further orders on the subject Mantell will be entitled to the sum 
specified in your Official Communication though without the prospective increase. 

2. The Volunteer Force at this station is progressing satisfactorily and the members are very 
attentive to their drill. Sixty Europeans well armed and disciplined would prove a very useful 
body in the event of an emeute. 

3.Probability of the 99th Rt being sent to Singapore. 

4. Returns papers connected with Terry’s Rifles. 

(sd) O.C. 

To Brigadier Burn, 

S.V.Rifles True Copy 

M Protheroe Lt 



Ag Secy 

Precis of a letter to the Hon’ble Captain Macpherson R C S’pore of 21st Febry 1861 

Acknowledges receipt of his official regarding the affairs of Muar, considers Mr Aitken’s 
statement somewhat of an exaggeration and deems it advisable that he should have a personal 
interview with the Sultan and point out to him the risk he was under the provisions of Act X of 
/39, he being at present resident within English territories and subject to English Laws; requests 
him to explain to the Sultan that if information were lodged before the Magistrate it would be his 
duty to cause the Law to be carried into effect. Directs a strict supervision to be kept over the 
Sultan and his followers with a view to the prevention of any armed men proceeding from S’pore 
to Muar. 

Requests him to order the "Hooghly" straight on to Penang after visiting Tanjong Gading so that 
if necessary she can take him (the Governor) down the Straits at once and desires him to send the 
"Hugh Rose" if arrived to cruise off the entrance to the Muar River. 

(sd) O Cavenagh 

M Protheroe Lt 

Offg Secy 

Penang 

25th Febry 1861 

My dear Grey, 

With reference to my official on the subject of Chinese interpreters I deem it right to enclose for 
the information of Government an Extract from a letter this moment received from the Governor 
of Hongkong, by which it will be perceived that I have no chance of aid from that Quarter….. 

Admiral Hope has started with an expedition up the Yangtze; he has I am afraid detained the 
steamers "Tonze" and "Mhor"; I purpose however writing him a few lines regarding them as they 
are at present much wanted in the Straits; owing to their light draught they will be able to run up 
the frontier Rivers at Malacca and overawe our neighbours in that quarter, many of whom are 
little better than Robber Chiefs and evidently they connive at the depredations committed by 
their subjects on our territories. I have had a report regarding the intentions of the Sultan of 
Johore to endeavour to regain possession of his country from the Tumongong. I hardly think 
there can be much truth in it, still the Sultan is an imbecile and may be led away by the designing 
men about him. I have warned him against the consequences of disturbing the Peace of the 
Peninsula and will have him well looked after. On this subject you will receive an Official in due 
course. 

(sd) O Cavenagh 



True Copy 

M Protheroe Lt 

Offg. Secy 

Extract from a letter to Colonel Faber Offg. Ch. Engineer  

at Penang 24th Febry 1861 

I have sent Mitchell a memo regarding the defects in the different buildings and in the Province 
and have little doubt he will endeavour to rectify them; the Bukit Tamboon station is the only 
one creditably executed and even in that I noticed a little bad work and material. I am sorry to 
say I have not formed a very high opinion of Mr. Scully from the result of my interview with him 
at the Juru Bridge; he has rather too good an opinion of his own abilities as an engineer and 
ascribes all shortcomings to the want of proper tools; a really good workman should pride 
himself upon turning out excellent work notwithstanding the badness of his tools; we don’t want 
fine gentlemen in the Straits.Little has been done with regard to the bridge further than laying in 
a store of stone at the convict station about a mile and a half distant and commencing to put 
down the piles for the coffer dam of one of the buttresses. I heard some complaints regarding the 
foundations of the new road from Neebong Tubal to Jawi. It is an important line of 
communication and Mitchell should take care to make it substantial; his attention has been called 
to it demi-officially.. 

From your letter I was led to believe that you not propose commencing the Spire until the 1st of 
May. I should be quite prepared to sanction the work at once but I thought it right to let the 
Supreme Govt have a look at the design. I requested that it might be returned with the least 
practicable delay and by one of Jardine’s steamers and not via Point de Galle, so that it will I 
hope be returned next month. 

(sd) O Cavenagh 

True Extract 

M Protheroe Lt 

Ag. Secy to the Gov. 

Penang 

27th February/61 

My dear Sir, 

The Indian Government having placed at my disposal the Services of the Bengal Steamers 
"Tonze" and Mhor, as soon as they can be dispensed with in China, I am induced to request that 



you will kindly oblige me by sanctioning their departure for Singapore on the Earliest possible 
date consistent with the interests of the Public Service. Owing to their light draught they will be 
of the greatest benefit in the Straits as they will be able to cross the bar by which the mouth of 
almost Every one of our Rivers is obstructed and thus pursue to their most distant haunts, the 
pirates or as they ought rather to be called the petty sea robbers by which the coast of the 
Malayan Peninsula is infested. They will also be very useful in overawing some of the 
neighboring chiefs who are occasionally tempted to interfere with the traders on the Frontier 
rivers and levy unauthorized tolls; indeed on this account their services may at any moment be 
urgently required at Malacca, where our relations with one of our neighbours are not at present 
very friendly. At the above station also a small steamer is now much needed to keep up the 
communication with Cape Rachado where we are building a Lighthouse, the Sailing Gunboat 
being almost useless for that purpose. 

(sd) O Cavenagh 

To His Excellency 

Admiral Sir J Hope, K.C.B. 

Comg in the China Seas 

Shanghai 

True Extract 

M Protheroe Lieut 

Offg. Secy to the Gov S.S. 

My dear Macpherson, 

2. As regards the Police there can be no doubt that with respect to the treatment of Mr Fish he 
should have been dismissed at once for breach of discipline no reference to me on the subject 
being needed; with regard to the others although the evidence as to their having connived at 
gambling is very strong, it might not be sufficient to secure conviction and therefore if they give 
no cause for complaint in other respects it might be advisable to retain their services for the 
present, keeping a good look out on them and not allowing them to remain long at one station. At 
the same time I am quite prepared to support Robertson’s authority should he deem it necessary 
to dismiss them also. I do not issue any distinct orders regarding them because my doing so 
would be opposed to the Police Act, the Commissioner having full power to discharge any 
member of the Force. Mr Toomey’s case was a very different one; he was not as a Deputy 
Commissioner liable to be dismissed by anyone but myself and moreover having ceased to 
belong to the Singapore Police Force, he could not be tried under Sec xiii, of this the Recorder 
was well aware for I had spoken to him on the subject. I have just drafted a long letter to 
accompany the proceedings of the Committee to Calcutta; in it I have recorded a strong opinion 
as to the inexpediency of the present laws against gambling and though I have expressed an 



equally strong opinion against the Establishment of a Gambling farm as a matter of Revenue, I 
have advocated the grant of licenses under proper restrictions; the money to be received in fees 
to be appropriated part to the Municipal Commissioners and the remaining and largest portion to 
the introduction of a proper system of female immigration so as to meet one of the present most 
crying wants of the Settlement. 

1. I am glad to hear that the Sultan is still at Singapore and trust that your  

remonstrance has had the desired effect; if he leaves he certainly will not do so with my sanction 
and his pension will be forfeited, moreover if an information were laid before the Magistrate, and 
you may be certain the Tumongong’s party will take advantage of Act X of 1839 and {if} they 
think it necessary, nothing could prevent his being arrested and compelled to give security 
against his proceeding to Muar, for as long as he resides at Singapore and receives a pension 
from our Government the Court will look upon him as a British subject. Burn has given you no 
information regarding the state of affairs at Tanjong Gading because there was none to give, 
Inchie Boojal being somewhere about the Kassang; the Dhatu Klana has been rather afraid of a 
move in his direction. 

(sd) O Cavenagh 

Penang 

27th Febry 1861 (True Extract) 

M Protheroe Lt 

Offg. Secretary 

Letter from H.H. the Governor to Captain Fraser Bengal Engineer superintending the Erection of 
a lighthouse upon Alguado Reed near Moulmein informing him that every assistance possible 
will be granted by this Government towards the furtherance of the work. M Protheroe Lt 

Penang 27th Febry 1861 Offg, Secy. 

(insert) 

Precis of a letter to the Hon’ble Capt J Burn R.C.Malacca 

Issues certain instructions with regard to the Employment of the Hooghly and the P & O 
Company’s tongkang in the conveyance of Material for the Erection of a Lighthouse on Cape 
Rachado; intimates the resignation by Dr Fraser of any claim to the appointment of Civil 
Assistant Surgeon at Malacca and requests him to ascertain his brother’s views with regard to the 
above mentioned appointment. 

M Protheroe Lt 



Off. Secy. To the Gov. 

(end of insert) 

Singapore 

March 23rd 61 

My dear Yule, 

On my last inspectional tour through Malacca I was far from pleased with the work of your 
Department, in fact it is clear to me that the Assistant Supervisor Mr. Evans though attentive to 
his duties and well up to his office work is not qualified from the want of professional 
knowledge for the charge of {a}large Distrcit which, with the chance of the Land Act being 
passed, is likely to become a very important settlement and in which already a considerable 
expenditure is being made on account of Public Works; to give you an idea of Mr. Evans’ 
qualifications I may mention that on my finding fault with the brickwork of the new Jail, the 
pointing of which was execrable, he told me that it would appear all right when the plaster was 
put on. As long as the Resident Councillor was an old Ex. Engineer and there was a Chief 
engineer who frequently visited Malacca and in fact prepared all Plans and Estimates Mr. Evans 
answered very well as his accounts were always in good order but now that he is left to his own 
resources he proves a failure. I can however provide for him in a Post which he will be glad to 
accept and if there would be no objection to the arrangement as soon as the Tanglin Barracks are 
sufficiently advanced to enable me to dispense with the continued presence of an officer on the 
spot I propose appointing Mr Bennett to Malacca and allowing Palmer with a smart Asstt 
Supervisor to have the charge of the whole Singapore Range until Capt McNair returns; this 
would cause no additional expense whilst it would make the Establishments at both Stations 
efficient. At Malacca in addition to the numerous roads and bridges we have the Cape Rachado 
Lighthouse an important work in progress; the new Barracks to be commenced in 1861/62 and I 
hope the screw piled Lighthouse on the 21/2 fathom bank in 1862/63 and none of these works 
could be entrusted to any but a really efficient Engineer; as it is I was obliged yesterday to send 
Bennett off in the Hooghly with a large native boat in tow full of Material for the Rachado 
Lighthouse in order to set the work fairly agoing, for up to the present the progress has been far 
from satisfactory.  

A problem has lately been submitted to me which I am unable to solve and I should be much 
obliged if you could give me your opinion on the point. Does the rule in Para 49 Page 264 P.W. 
Code apply to Officers acting for {as?}Ex. Engineers in the Straits, such Ex. Engineers being 
also Superintendets of Convicts and Assistant R.Cs? Under the rules of ordinary Staff 
Employment an officer draws half staff {pay?} for 6 months and full staff for the remainder of 
the period of the permanent incumbent’s leave of absence, but under the Para quoted no Offg Ex 
Eng can draw more than Rs 200 per mensem etc. etc. 

To Lt. Col Yule 

Secy to Govt of India P.W.D. 



True Copy 

M.P. 

Precis of a letter to the Hon’ble Capt Man R.C.Penang 

Permits him to take 5 copies of Logan’s Work and desires him to refer the applicants for the 
Interpretership of the Registrar; in case mr. Van Someren is appointed he is to be warned that his 
previous service will not be allowed to count towards the Interpreter’s pension. 

M Protheroe Lt 

Ag. Secy. 

Resident Councillor Malacca 

(Precis of a letter to) d/ 26th March 

Returns Mr. Evans’ and Quinton’s reports relative to the damage done by the recent inundation 
and considers that a comprehensive scheme is necessary for the General Improvement of the 
drainage of Malacca. Encloses a list of Palms to be procured in Malacca. 

M.P. 

My dear Macpherson, 

The Tumongong promised to pay $1000 per annum to Mr. Keasberry’s school if the Government 
of India would grant a similar sum. This was consented to and consequently as long as Malays 
are educated at mr. K’s school to the satisfaction of Government he is entitled to receive $2000 
viz $100 {1000} from Govt. and $1000 from the Tumongong. I suppose the latter pays his quota 
into the treasury. I can find no sanction for a larger sum. The extra $500, with $500 additional 
from the Tumongong, is to be expended on ordinary Vernacular Schools of which that at Tullok 
Blangah is one particularly specified by the Tumongong in his letter. You had better let Mr. 
Keasberry know this and also that the allowance is granted solely for the education of Malays. 

Yours very sinly 

(sd) O Cavenagh 

True Copy M.P. 

To The Hon’ble Captain Macpherson R.C. Singapore 

March 28th / 61 

My dear Colonel, 



In a letter I received from Man he gives a bad account of the new Hospital; in the house of 
correction the wood has a good deal shrunk and the flooring will require to be caulked whilst in 
one plank the dry rot has shown itself. I did not approve of the work when I saw it, but Mitchell 
told me that he would get some of the wood to which I objected changed. Yet three months have 
now elapsed and apparently nothing has been done. Will you kindly call Mitchell’s attention to 
this? 

The great fault in the Penang circle is the want of proper supervision over Contractors; their 
work requires as you know as much if not more looking after than work done by day labour, but 
from what I saw in my tour I am led to believe that they do as they please until the work is 
finished when they naturally rebel against having to remove wood etc. which ought to have been 
rejected before it was used, and the removal of which will put them to great expense. I don’t 
mean to say that they are in any way justified in using bad materials but there can be no doubt 
that prevention is better than cure and therefore it is always advisable to take measures to prevent 
bad materials from ever being made use of. Please send Mitchell a memo on the subject and 
oblige 

Yours very sinly 

(sd) O.C. 

To Col Faber 

Offg. Ch. Eng. M,P. 

Singapore 

28th March 1861 

My dear Man, 

Thanks for your hint regarding the house of Correction Hospital. From what I saw of the 
working of the D.P.W. in the Pinang circle I am of the same opinion as yourself that there has 
been a want of supervision over work Executed by Contractors, although such work should 
really be more looked after than work done by daily labour; the removal of beams etc. after a 
building is finished is always rather an expensive undertaking and a Contractor generally demurs 
to carrying out his agreement in this respect and often disputes the right of the Executive Officer 
to compel him to do so, whilst he can hardly object to changing raw material when it is objected 
to. I have written to Col Faber to address Mitchell on the subject. 

2. I have passed the revised plan for altering the Jail; it will be a great improvement. 

3. The charge for shoeing certainly is most exorbitant but with the convict Establishment on the 
decline it would hardly be worth while to organise a body of Farriers tho’ if there happened to be 
a Farrier amongst the convicts he might be allowed to shoe horses at a moderate fixed rate. 



4.I have told Macpherson to send you a memo of the cost of the stamps issued to  

Offices at your Residency; you had better collect the amount and remit it direct; it will save time 
and trouble and Macpherson can then remit for S’pore and Malacca. 

5. Regarding the Court Interpreter (Tamil) etc. 

(sd) O Cavenagh 

To The Hon’ble Capt Man 

R.C. P.W Island M.P. 

Extract from a letter to Captain McNair, 

Ex Engineer Singapore, East India Army Agency, # 

No 55 Parliament Street, 

London d/ 8th April 1861 

"Your letter of the 24th Janry reached me just as we had returned from Penang, when I was of 
course very busy and consequently obliged to put it on one side. As the question of the grant of a 
Charter would have to be referred for the decision of the Supreme Govt it is out of my power to 
answer the first of the list of queries forwarded and to enable me to submit a proposition on the 
subject it would be necessary for to Company to make an Official application mentioning the 
terms which they are willing to accept for lighting Singapore with gas; any reasonable proposal I 
shall be happy to support with my recommendation. Provided any Government land is available 
in a suitable locality the necessary grant would be given; this was promised to the Company of 
which Mr Rigg was the Agent; under section xviii of the Municipal Act the Commissioners are 
bound, out of the Funds now at their disposal to make arrangements for lighting the Public 
Streets and Roads. No special rate therefore could be sanctioned for this purpose. Both the Govt 
and Municipality would, I believe, be willing to contract with the Company for lighting Public 
Buildings, Streets etc. I have asked Protheroe to obtain from Rigg a copy of the list of Public 
lights furnished to him a few months ago; if received in time it will be enclosed. I would I think 
be advisable for the intending Gas Company or rather its Managers to place themselves in 
communication with the Directors or Agent of the Labuan Coal Company to ascertain on what 
terms the latter would be willing to supply the coal required. I do not know how far the Labuan 
Coal is well adapted for the purpose of making gas but doubtless full information upon that point 
can be obtained in England. etc. etc. 

(sd) O.C. 

True Extract 

M P 



Memo of lights required 

at Singapore 

Govt Nightly 122* 

Occasionally 184+ 

Muncipality Nightly about 150 

*not inclusive of Barracks in Fort Canning 

+ Church, Court House and Post Office 

Singapore 

8th/4/61 

Précis of a letter to Capt J Burn, R C Malacca 

States that no scheme has yet been submitted by Col Faber for the revised disposition of his 
subordinates, but will do so when the result of the Court of Inquiry upon Mr Olive is known. 
Intimates that the "Hooghly" should make a trip to Rachado with the tongkang in tow on her way 
to Penang and another from Malacca on her return. Regrets yo hear such unsatisfactory accounts 
of the state of the Courts; considers that the new road beyond Merlimo ought to give 
employment to a good number of men in that direction; does not intend to propose an inspector 
of schools as the arrangement would be too expensive. Fears there will be some difficulty about 
the Fair and thinks it would be better to try and establish it at Singapore where the Malay 
population could remain in their boats or find accommodation in the numerous houses available. 
Does not recognise Mr de Wind’s right to receive the Official papers about the Malacca lands; 
considers that he has no claims and that no protest now urged will be listened to. Requests him as 
R.C. to bring to his notice any points regarding which it will be necessary to issue rules, as a 
code will be drawn up after the Bill becomes an Act. Intimates that the Ct of Inquiry could have 
assembled in Mr Olive’s case at Malacca tho’ the Rajah could not be summoned as it is in 
accordance with the Code Page 189 there will be nothing to act upon except Mr Evans’ 
statement. 

M P 

Précis of a letter to Capt Man R.C. P.W.I dated 9th April 1861 

Makes certain remarks regarding the opium farms at Penang and S’pore. Considers his 
arrangement with Lt. Jackson a good one and hopes it will be acted on as it would be a pity to 
lose the opportunity of obtaining a good survey of the Quedah coast; states that he has directed 
Col Faber to point out to Capt. Mitchell several errors connected with his department. Remarks 
on directions issued to Capt Mitchell regarding the interior reconstruction of the New Tharmah at 



Ayer Etam. Expresses surprise at the delay in the completion of the Central Police Station. etc 
etc. 

(sd) O.C. 

13th April 

To H B M Consul Batavia, 

Java 

My dear Sir, 

When your predecessor, Mr Fraser, passed thro’ Singapore en route to Calcutta he was kind 
enough to promise to procure for me a copy of the Enactment in force in Batavia for regulating 
the transfer of landed property; in the hurry of leaving the Calcutta steamer having only 
remained a few hours he possibly forgot to write to you on the subject and I am consequently 
induced to trouble you with these few lines to mention that should it be in your power to obtain 
for me a copy of the above regulations I should esteem your doing so a great favor as I am led to 
believe that the introduction of some of its provisions into the Straits Settlements may be 
attended with a beneficial result both to the people and to Government. 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy 

15/4/61 M P 

My dear Sir Richard, 

I have the pleasure to enclose for your perusal a letter from Burn reporting an attempt made by 
several prisoners to escape from Her Majesty’s Jail at Malacca and shall feel much obliged by 
your kindly letting me know whether in your opinion the case of Rengassawmee, the prisoner 
who gave the alarm is deserving favourable consideration. His name is the 8th on the Calendar 
and I find that he was sentenced to transportation for seven years for obtaining goods under false 
pretences, and that a true bill for larceny was also found against him. The utmost favor that 
would of course be shewn upon him would be a reduction of one year in the term of his 
transportation, possibly 6 months would indeed be sufficient. 

Yours sincerely, 

True Copy O.C. 

20/4/61 M.P. 

To the Hon’ble Sir R B McCausland 



Recorder of Singapore 

Précis of a letter to the Hon’ble Capt. Man, R.C. Penang 

Dated S’pore the 22nd April 1861. 

Informs him that his letter d/ 27th ulto was carried on by mistake to Hong Kong and only came to 
hand yesterday. Thinks that perhaps the mistake occurred in the Pinang Post Office and requests 
him to inquire into the Matter; does not consider it would have been wise to grant any remission 
of payment to the Pinang opium Farmers, as they would make similar application yearly; directs 
him to submit the usual Indent for the Volr Rifles and on their receipt return the present arms 
into store. Requests to know whether anything has been done regarding the Poor house at 
Pinang. 

M.P. 

Extracts from a letter to the Hon’ble Capt Burn R.C. Malacca d/ 22nd/4/61 

When the new jail is ready I shall be quite prepared to sanction some extra establishment but I 
think there ought to be a reduction in the number of Peons allowed to the Dy Sheriff at Penang. 
There are only two and the work cannot be very hard at Malacca. I have not yet received your 
letter on the subject of the payment of the Convicts sent(?) to the Munls Department. I must 
confess I entertained some doubts whether it would be possible for the Commissioners to 
liquidate the amount due. In your letter to Protheroe of the 16th inst you ask whether the road 
Commissioner in the Sections to be kept in force of Act X of 1837 applies to the R.C. or to the 
Surveyor with reference to the Expression "persons" used in Sec vii of the new Act. I should 
imagine that it will apply to both as both would be appointed Commissioners for the purpose set 
forth in the instructions for your guidance prescribing that the final decision under Sec viii shall 
always rest with the R.C.. ]This will enable the Surveyor to compel people to give him the 
requisite assistance in marking out the land, whilst in cases of dispute the matter would be 
referred for your adjudication. 

Of course in selling any land during the current year the purchaser would have to take over all 
existing claims so that the Farmers of Revenue might not suffer; as regards rights to mineral 
wealth I am inclined to believe that it is right that Govt should insist upon a tenth of the tin as a 
Royalty. As regards the Munl Assessment upon land in the Country you forget that the 
Commissioners have to pay for the Police throughout the whole Settlement, so that it right that 
they should levy a tax upon all for the protection thus afforded; of course Govt aid will cease so 
that all your extra Income will be soon swallowed up. As regards your intended proceedings with 
regard to the lepers, I believe you will be quite justified in removing them from the House of 
correction to the Leper Hospital, applying however as is done here to cue for a pardon on the 
condition of their proceeding to the Hospital. I was much interested in your journal. Have you by 
the bye copies of the different treaties defining our boundaries; if not I think I had better tell 
Protheroe to furnish you with them. 

(sd) O.C. 



True Copy 

M.P. 

Prẽcis of a letter to W.Grey Secy to Govt of India, Home Dept. 22/4/61 

Encloses a memo showing the increase of work in the Police Magistrate’s Office and hopes that 
he will advocate the appointment of an Assistant Magistrate; states that if there is any likelihood 
of obtaining a Chinese Scholar, the berth might be made an acting one so that he might step into 
it as soon as he is qualified. Trusts that the "Pluto" will be sent down as she would really pay in 
the Straits. Reports a rise in the Revenue and the separation from the Tumongong of Johore in 
the sale of the opium and spirit farms. 

M.P. 

My dear Macpherson, 

I have the pleasure to return the translation of the Bandahara’s letter. I have pointed out to the 
Tumongong that he has no right to interfere. If he wishes his son to return in our gunboat there 
can be no objection to his doing so; indeed perhaps the measure is advisable. I have written about 
the five Chinese; our right to interfere is indisputable. Aitken could not deny it yesterday. I am 
not really sorry that they have been punished; it will enable them to appreciate the blessings of 
our mild rule. 

Yours etc. 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy 

M Protheroe 

To: The Hble Capt Macpherson 

R.C.Singapore 

25/4/61 

Singapore 

29th April 1861 

My dear Colonel, 

Having noticed in a recent number of the Calcutta Review a report as to the successful result of 
attempts to introduce the cultivation of cotton into Pegu, as the soil and climate of two of my 



stations Malacca and Province Wellesley cannot differ materially from the soil and climate {of?} 
Burmah, I am induced to write these few lines to beg the favor of your kindly furnishing me with 
any information on the subject of cultivating cotton that you think likely to prove useful to 
intending planters in this Quarter; at present our Staple articles are Sugar and Tapioca, both of 
which produce in considerable quantities, but we have plenty of waste land for cotton and if I can 
only find that there is a prospect of its cultivation proving remunerative, I have little doubt but 
that there are plenty of speculators, European and Chinese, who would be quite prepared to buy 
the Experiments. That cotton will grow in the Straits there is little doubt, but owing to the 
difference between the seasons being, as I believe is the case in Pegu, so ill defined, the tree 
appears to put forth its pods at all times of the year, and consequently it is necessary to maintain 
a large permanent Establishment upon every plantation, as if the pods are allowed to remain 
unplucked when they are ready for removal, they might at any time be destroyed by a shower of 
rain to which the Straits are liable in all months of the year tho’ there is less rain during April, 
May, and June than at other times’ the Expense of keeping up a large Establishment in a 
settlement where labor is dead {scarce?} is of course great, hence hitherto the cultivation of 
cotton has not proved a good speculation and it has been consequently given up, but the late 
crisis in America is of course causing attention to be again given to the subject, and I cannot help 
thinking that by a proper system of pruning etc. it would be possible to cause the trees to put 
forth their pods at about the same time, to make in fact a cotton season. It is stated by Col. Law 
in his work upon the Straits that the staple of the cotton grown in Province Wellesley was 
considered of a very good description. etc. etc, 

Yours etc. 

Sd O.C. 

To Colonel Phayre 

Governor Gl Agent. 

My dear Sir Richard, 

If you have determined the number of copyist clerks to be allowed to the Registrar, will you 
kindly let me know in order that I may forward the required report to the Supreme Government 
so as to admit of the Civil Auditor receiving orders to pass the Court Establishment bills. In their 
comment upon the Administration Report last year some of the papers alluded to the fact of there 
being no returns given of the amount of work performed in the Supreme Court and expressed a 
hope that in future reports the omission would be rectified; if therefore you have no objection 
and consider that the information is really likely to prove of general interest, I should be much 
obliged if you would kindly direct the Registrar to prepare a simple return showing the number 
of Cases, Civil and Criminal, brought before and decided by the Court during the past year; as 
well as I remember Sir Benson in one of his remarks expressed his regret that no such record was 
furnished so that I presume he would not object to causing one to be prepare for his Division of 
the Court. 

Yours etc. 



April 30th/61 Sd O.C. 

True Copy 

M.Protheroe 

My dear Sir, 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your note and however painful it may be, deem it right to state in 
reply that although it is my desire to show due courtesy and attention to all who may do me the 
honor of calling at Government House, I cannot consider myself justified in re-introducing into 
the Society of Singapore anyone who may apparently have been excluded by general consent 

What may have been in your case the cause of the Exclusion, it is not my wish nor is it indeed 
within my province to enquire but, as on my arrival here I found that you were never seen as a 
guest at the houses of the old residents, I regret to say that I felt that it was out of my power to 
sanction your name being placed in the Government House list. 

I remain 

Yours faithfully 

(sd) Orfeur Cavenagh 

May 7th/61 

True Copy 

M.Protheroe 

Og Secy 

To H.A.Allen Esq. M.D. 

Singapore 

My dear sir, 

In reply to your note I beg to state that having ascertained the mere fact of your not being in 
Society at the time of my arrival here I have purposely refrained from making any enquiries as to 
the circumstances that may have previously led to your apparent exclusion; on this point 
therefore it is out of my power to afford you any information, and I can only express my regret at 
my inability to invite you to Government House until I am satisfied that you are received 
generally at the houses of several residents of standing at Singapore. 

Yours faithfully 



Sd O.C. 

8/5/61 

To H A Allen Esqre M.D. 

True Copy M.P. 

Singapore 

8th May 1861 

My dear Collyer, 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge receipt of your last letter and shall be glad to welcome you 
on your return to Spore. It will be necessary for you to come on to Singapore to take up your 
appointment, as although had you arranged with Col Faber to meet at Penang, I should have had 
no objection to your doing so I cannot of course order him to leave Head Quarters on this 
account and you cannot be recognised as having returned to duty until you have received over 
charge of your office. etc. etc. 

(Sd) O.C. 

True Copy 

M.P. To Lt Col Collyer 

Pinang 

Singapore 

8th May 1861 

My dear Man, 

Many thanks for your last two letters. I am very glad to hear that you have taken up the question 
of the border forays and called the Rajah of Quedah to account. If he does not exert himself a 
little more to preserve the peace it may be necessary to suspend the payment of his allowance as 
done on a former occasion. I should of course be sorry to adopt so stringent a measure without 
good cause but our subjects must be protected from these inroads, and if the Rajah cannot keep 
his people within bounds we must do so at his cost. I am afraid you have infringed the Law in 
surrendering criminals without any order but I am convinced that you would not have done so 
without good grounds. In reporting the matter therefore you must go into details so as to justify 
the measure and enable Protheroe to diarize your letter fully. As you will have my sanction to the 
measure I fancy you will be quite safe against any legal steps being taken against you ---The 
Supreme Court with reference to Willan’s letter has asked me for an exposition of the views of 



Officials generally relative to the introduction of the Penal Code into the Straits Settlements. I 
must confess I consider any well devised code must be superior to our present laws which may 
generally be read any way and with advertence to the great latitude given to judges given under 
the Charter may be construed differently at different Divisions of the Court, I fancy the Criminal 
Code will shortly be followed by one for Civil Law which ought to simplify the administration of 
justice materially. etc. etc. 

Sd O.C. 

To the Hon’ble Capt Man 

R.C.Pinang 

True Copy M.P. 

My dear Sir Richard 

The Madras General order has been returned to Major Hervey, otherwise I should have had much 
pleasure in sending it to you with his letter which I now enclose and which I shall feel obliged by 
your kindly returning at your leisure for record in the office. 

Guards to the Judges of the Supreme Court and the Members of Coucil have been abolished in 
India for years, and there is no authority for their being continued in the Straits. Man and 
Macpherson dispensed with their guards some time ago on the reduction of the strength of 
N.I.Regiments and Sir Benson Maxwell has never I believe been allowed one. Hence although I 
can assure you I should certainly never have raised the question, on the matter being submitted to 
{by?}Major Hervey I had no option but to sanction with another the withdrawal of your guard, it 
not being required for Military purposes nor recognised by authority but merely allowed as a 
favor. I have for the present retained the guards at the Jail because I think it would be dangerous 
to guard such places with mere police, but even this I shall be doubtless called upon for an 
Explanation and referred to the order of the Supreme Government on the subject. 

I have not the power myself to authorize any expenditure for a fixed Establishment, this can only 
be done by the Supreme Government even for a singly {single?} man; should you however deem 
it desirable to refer the subject I should be most happy to forward the reference, though under the 
present circumstances I should not be very sanguine as to the result for I have even been called 
upon to know {show?} whether the number of Chuprassies could not be reduced though I have 
only three between myself and secretary. etc. etc. 

Sd O.C. 

To Sir R McCausland Bt 

Recorder of Singapore 

True Copy 



M.P. 

Extract from a letter to the Hon’ble J Burn 

R.C.Malacca d/8th May 1861 

You will have received most likely ere this the order for the frontier police. This will I trust 
enable you to keep a tolerable look out after the Marauders from Rambow and I hope ere long to 
obtain the necessary sanction for the increase in your regular Police wh. would strengthen your 
hands amazingly. Admiral Hope has promised to send down two small steamers by the first 
opportunity, but I am afraid they will hardly be able to face the present Monsoon in the China 
Seas and their departure will have to be delayed till next season. I have recommended the 
proposed establishment for the Jail absorbing however one of the Dy Sheriff’s Peons, as the 
work cannot be sufficient for them. I told Protheroe to send you the English copies of the 
Boundary treaties; you will find them useful perhaps; it is quite possible that in some places 
Quinton may have been misled and that in this respect his Map will have to be rectified; we will 
talk over the matter when I come up. Your account of the Nanning district makes me wish to pay 
it a visit; perhaps I may be able to manage it on my pony.  

I am afraid you will have to give up your guard as by a G.O. issued to the Madras Troops Comg. 
Officers are directed with reference to the instructions from the Supreme Government to 
withdraw all guards not purely Military. Man and Macpherson have both given up theirs and I 
have been obliged to sanction the withdrawal of Sir Richard’s. I have retained the guards over 
the Jails because if called upon for an Explanation I can justify the proceeding with reference to 
the danger of allowing such places in the Straits Settlements to be under the charge of Police. 

"Regarding tin farms" I hear from Macpherson that deputations are likely to be sent from several 
of the Native States to intercede on behalf of the Sultan. Have you heard anything on the subject? 
I should hardly think that he has sufficient influence to induce any Chief to take the trouble on 
his behalf tho’ the question of his present position as compared to that of the Tumongong 
doubtless often forms the topic of conversation among Natives. (Considers that the annex to Mr 
De Wind’s appeal fully disproves his right to be considered the proprietor of the land).  

Man’s plan is not I think a bad one of having a Government melting house similar to the Mint in 
Calcutta where all ore is to be melted and dues paid according to a fixed percentage. A 
considerable expense would be saved to the Miners as the expense of such an Establishment 
worked upon proper principles would be far less than that of numerous small furnaces; of course 
the Establishment would have to be organized somewhere in the neighbourhood of the mines. 

There can be no doubt that after converting the Leper Hospital in to a temporary house of 
Coreection you will be fully justified in removing lepers to it under any sentence awarded by the 
Magistrate; my sanction alone is necessary for fixing a place of imprisonment except as regards 
Supreme Court Prisoners, for their confinement an order in council is required. 



(informs him that the palms have been made over to the Secy A.H. Society, intimates that no 
detailed report regarding the nurseries is required and that only the serious Police cases need be 
noticed in his annual report.) 

sd. O.C. 

True Copy 

M.P. 

My dear Greenshields, 

I am much obliged for the copies you have kindly sent me of the memo drawn up by the 
Chamber of Commerce. On many of the points referred to I fully agree with the opinion 
expressed by the Chamber and have placed my views on official record.. I have advocated 2 
small Corps instead of one large one as more efficient and not much more Expensive. I am afraid 
in Estimating the cost of a Corps the Chamber has not taken into consideration the Expenditure 
required for clothing, arms and ammunition and for Pensions. Native troops in the Straits cost 
much more than in England under any circumstances. With two Corps I arranged for the Military 
duties at Labuan, the cost of the detachment there being of course debited to that Colony, but 
even with the Local Corps a small European Force of Artillery would be needed in the Straits as 
a point d’Appui in case of a riot and to uphold our influence amongst the neighbouring Native 
States for which this Govt. is responsible. The cost of our Naval force when revised and put on a 
proper footing would I think be somewhat less than it is at present.  

As the Attorney General will be the chief legal adviser of Govt. the Colony should endeavour to 
secure the services of a man of high legal attainments. I believe it would have been a better 
arrangement had his salary been fixed at £900 or £1000, a corresponding reduction being made 
in that of the Public Prosecutor at Pinang, who would naturally be one of the practising lawyers 
and his Government duties restricted to conducting all Public prosecution in the Criminal Court 
and the very few civil cases in which the Government is concerned. I have a case against a 
Contractor now in Court at Pinang which is the first I have ordered since I became Governor, so 
that the work there is not heavy.  

I am sorry the Chamber did not advocate some slight increase to the Expenditure on account of 
Education; it is I assure you much needed and a very small sum might I believe effect much 
good. I have recommended a smaller salary for our Chinese Interpreters but to make up for this I 
promise them, provided they prove themselves fit for the duty, the first vacancy either in the 
Magistracy or Police so as eventually to ensure all our Public Servants having a competent 
knowledge of Chinese. 

If the Indian Government with the mere cost of feeding and clothing the convicts and the Local 
Govt with that of the Establishment by means of which they are rendered useful to the State, we 
should make a good bargain in keeping them. Of course we should have to pay in the same way 
for our own convicts at Bombay. We have another Lighthouse to build, another Sea Wall to be 
thrown up and diverse Public Works to be carried out which can only be done well by convict 



labor because with convicts you can select your own hours, a matter of much consequence to the 
execution of all works affected by the tide; the greater portion of our Expenditure this year is for 
Civil Works, amongst them Supreme Court, Second Magistrate’s Court, addition to the Post 
Office and Marine Magistrate’s Court, the new road from Tanglin to New Harbour etc. and with 
the exception of a Magazine and the Military bridge across the River which latter will be 
generally useful I do not think we have any fortifications or other Military works in hand. The 
Tanglin Barrack account is kept separate because it is not known whether the buildings were to 
be debited to the India or Home Govt. 

(sd) O.C. 

11th May 1861 

PS I recommended the R.C. should be ex officio Colonial Secretary and that there should be an 
Accountant General on a smaller salary, the Governor’s A.D.C. being ex Officio Asst. Colonial 
Secretary, so as to enable the work to be carried on whilst the Governor is on his tour of 
inspection. 

To J.J.Greenshields Esq. 

Singapore 

11th May 1861 

My dear General, 

I think it right to send you these few lines in explanation of my having ordered the minute guns 
to be fired as a mark of respect to the memory of the late Duchess of Kent. On the orders of the 
Admiralty being submitted to me by the Senior Naval officer with the view of arrangements 
being made for the frequency of the Marks of respect simultaneously by both services I 
contented myself with ordering the royal Standard to be hoisted half mast high from Fort 
Canning, being under the impression that before the expiration of the prescribed period, seven 
days, the Calcutta Mail then hourly expected would bring me the Governor General’s orders. 
When however the Mail did arrive I found that the intelligence had only reached Calcutta about 
24 hours before the Steamer left and even the news was only conveyed by a Telegram from 
Galle so that no Gazette could have been issued; this being the case I could only either act upon 
the Admiralty order or wait for another month when the next Calcutta Steamer might be 
anticipated; on consideration I decided upon the former course for the following reasons. 

1st. That I did not think that the Governor General wd. Be pleased to hear that there had been any 
unseemly delay in paying respect to the memory of our Sovereign’s Mother in any part of the 
British territories under his control. 

2. because in a Port frequented by Foreigners of all Nations and where there generally is a 
Foreign Man of War at anchor I did not deem it right to give occasion for remarks to be made 
regarding the apparent want of arrangements under which the marks of respect to the memory of 



a deceased member of the Royal Family were not paid by the Batteries until a month after they 
had been shown by the Navy. As it was the "Charybdis" fired at the minutes and our Batteries at 
the half minutes, both ceasing at sunset when the Royal Standard was lowered 

In giving the order on my own responsibility I know that I have laid myself open to censure for 
having exceeded my authority but the above explanation will I think shew that I did not do so 
without a cause and that I acted to the best of my judgement. 

We are hourly expecting the Loodianah regiment en route to Calcutta and the 21st M.N.I. en 
route to Madras. As far as I can tell no European Regt. Will be stationed here before the end of 
the year. I am not sorry for that as the Barracks will be non complete and I trust that before that 
time some arrangements will be made for providing the men with proper rations; the beef now 
issued is not good and no charge is allowed. I have kept a piece of ground available shd the 
Supreme Govt sanction the Establishment of a Commissariat cattle yard and grazing land. 
Bullocks can be procured in the neighbourhood and perhaps the Calcutta Steamers may be 
willing to bring us down a few sheep monthly. It wd be a great boon to the men if they only 
received Mutton once a week and salt Beef once a week as a change. 

(sd) O.C. 

To Maj Gl Sir R Birch K.C.B 

Secy to Govt Mly Dept 

Singapore 

May 15th 1861 

My dear Man, 

Thanks for your letter of the 12th. I am glad to find that you are all right as regards the surrender 
case. The Act i of /49 to which you allude is one of those mentioned in the List of Acts published 
in the Gazette. I had a copy of this list printed separately for reference and if you think the 
arrangement might be advantageous we might have a few copies struck off at the Press and 
circulated for the use of Officers generally.  

By this mail you will receive copies of the new form of Returns, they are somewhat less 
complicated than the old ones. By the bye I should wish Earle to attach an N.B. to his return 
showing the working of his District Courts at Penaya and Bukit Tamboon, so I may have 
occasion to remark on them in the Administration Report.  

Do you know whether the cotton I procured some time ago for the Rajah of Quedah has 
succeeded? I am anxious to ascertain the result of the Experiment, as if successful in Quedah it is 
only natural to suppose that it would be equally so in Province Wellesley and Malacca, and it 
would be necessary for us to endeavour to encourage its cultivation. 



(Prẽcis of remainder of letter). Explains his view regarding the income tax; forwards two copies 
of a Memorandum drawn up by the Singapore Chamber of Commerce and points out an error 
therein committed, the Colony having been credited with Rs 96,000 for postage stamps; desires 
to know how the district dawk to Bukit Tamboon has answered; considers that the Schroff in the 
Pinang Court is underpaid but points out the difficulty in the present state of the Exchequer to 
obtain an increase for him. 

Sd O.C. 

To The Hon’ble Capt Man 

R.C.Pinang M.P> 

  

  

  

Singapore 

18th May 1861 

Dear Sir, 

With reference to the intention expressed by the Society in March last to distribute to applicants 
a quantity of cotton seed received from the Manchester Association, I should be much obliged 
should you still have any seed on hand, by your sending me down a small supply for trial in the 
different stations in this Settlement; there appears to be no doubt as to the possibility of 
introducing cotton into the Straits and the  

only objection I have heard stated against its cultivation is the Expense, as owing to our seasons 
not being sufficiently well defined there is no certainty as to the time in which the Pods may 
ripen and consequently it is necessary to keep a large permanent Establishment to be ready to 
pick them at any moment. By paying a little more attention to its culture probably however the 
objection may be removed. The Sea Island cotton would I presume be the best suited for the 
Straits. The paper published by the Society on the cultivation of cotton has only just been 
brought to my notice, otherwise I should have addressed you earlier. 

Yours etc. 

Sd O.C. 

To the Secy A.H. Society 

Calcutta True Copy 



M.P. 

My dear Captain Keane, 

There are some disturbances at present going on in the neighboring Native State, which it is for 
many reasons advisable should be put a stop to, before they extend to other parts of the 
Peninsula. Two Chiefs are contending for power over a certain portion of Pahang styled Endow. 
One of them was warned by my predecessor that he wd. Not be allowed to attack his relative but 
in the even of his having any real grounds of complaint, he must submit his case for the decision 
of this Government. Upon this he retired and until his recent move has been remaining quiet in 
the adjoining State of Tringanu. He has now returned and stockaded himself at the mouth of the 
Endow River, where he is blockaded by his Enemy’s ‘prahus’. Each party is of course exerting 
himself to obtain assistance from other Chiefs and there is a good deal of excitement throughout 
the Peninsula. I am thinking of leaving this {port?} in the "Hooghly" on Monday, proceeding to 
the scene of action, prohibiting any more fighting and intimating to both parties that they must 
abide by my decision. To enable me to do so with success it is advisable, as in Mr Blundell’s 
case, that I should be accompanied by a man of War to cause my decision to be respected and I 
should consequently be much obliged if you would run up with the "Charybdis". I do not 
anticipate a longer absence than 4 or 5 days. 

Yours etc. 

(sd) O.C. 

To the Hon’ble Capt Keane 

22/5/61 H.M.S. "Charybdis" 

My dear d’Almeida 

It is not I believe usual either in India or elsewhere to send invitations to Consular Officers as the 
Representatives of certain countries, that distinction being reserved entirely for Ambassadors 
who on their cards never mention their names, Ambassador for England or France as the case 
may be, being all that is written. At the same time the Governor requests me to mention {that he 
has?} never been at a Queen’s birthday Ball as yet where he met a Consul except in uniform. 
Lieutenants of the Army and Navy, officers of yeomanry etc. are never asked officially, yet at 
the Palace of {or?} a Govt. House Official Ball they would all appear in uniform as a matter of 
course. At Govt House Consuls General and Consuls are allowed the rank prescribed by 
Regulations, viz the former as majors and the latter as Captains. 

Yours etc. 

23/5/61 M.P. 

My dear Almeida 



With reference to our conversation of yesterday evening I have the pleasure to send you the 
British Consul’s Manual in which at p.280 you will perceive the rank allowed to our Consuls by 
Govt. 

24/5/61 Yours sincerely, 

_____________________________________M.Protheroe________________________ 

My dear Cochet, 

As his Honor the Governor will appear in full dress this evening it is only natural to suppose that 
his guests will do so also. 

Yours etc. 

M.P. 

---- 

Précis of a letter to Capt Burns R.C. Malacca 

Informs him that nothing can be done with respect to the Budget as long as the present system 
continues; thinks that Mr Evans is almost the sole cause of the work not being commenced; does 
not consider that he has the power of sanctioning monthly contribution but will recommend the 
grant to the Supreme Govt; states that Playfair’s case will be submitted with a favourable 
recommendation; requests him if he wants any work to be executed in the way of drainage to 
direct Mr Evans to submit the usual plan and estimate; enquires whether he has looked over the 
boundary treaties. 

  

  

  

(insert) 

To Lt Col Collyer Ch Eng d/ 4th June 1861 

When you have had time to attend to the Budget Letter I wish you would kindly prepare a 
revision of our budget so as to bring our Expenditure within our income. 

The reserve allowed for Minor and Petty Works should of course be reduced to Rs. 37,500, one 
tenth of the total sum. This will give us a little money towards the water supply which I trust we 
shall be able to commence this year. At Malacca with the Rs. 10,000 we might perhaps be able to 



build one Barrack which is all that is urgently required. And some of the Roads and Bridges put 
down in Part 1 might be classed as Minor Works which indeed they are. 

I hope you will allow me to nominate you as a member of the Central Committee for making a 
Collection for the Great Exhibition. 

Yours etc. 

(sd) O.C. 

(end of insert) True Copy M.P. 

  

Précis of a letter to the Hon’ble J Burn R.C.Malacca 

d/ 6th June 1861 

Expresses his views regarding Capt Burns’s Furlough; states that he will try to meet his wants in 
the P.W.D. for roads and Bridges out of the allotment for Minor P.W. and relates the result of his 
trip to Pahang. 

M.P. 

  

Prẻcis of a letter to the Hon’ble Capt Man R.C.Pinang 

d/ 7th June 1861 

Relates the result of his trip to Pahang; states his readiness to pay the rewardof $50 to the 
convicts if they can kill the tiger on the hill; asks if he has done anything with regard to 
organizing the inhabitants of the villages to assist the Police in the suppression of dacoity; is 
anxiously expecting his returns for the Administration Report. 

M.P. 

  

  

My dear Sir, 

I have the pleasure to enclose for your perusal a copy of the instructions issued by the 
Government of India relative to the Collection to be made for the great exhibition of 1862. A 
Committee of which I am President has been formed at Singapore and I need not say we shall 



feel very obliged for any assistance which it may be inyour power to kindly render us in 
procuring from the Govt and individual Chiefs at the Court of Bangkok works of National 
Industry or Art deserving of Exhibition. 

Trusting you will excuse my thus troubling you. 

Believe me 

Yours sincerely 

Sd O.C. 

To Sir R Schomburgk 

H.M.’s Consul General 

Bangkok 

  

My dear Mr Smith, 

I have the pleasure to return "Temple’s Practice of the Calcutta Court of Small Causes" with 
many thanks. As far as I am at present able to judge it appears to me that the whole of the 
provisions of Act vii of 1849 and of Secs 24, 47, 48, 50, 51, 58, 59, 60, 69, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 
102, 103, 104, 105, 107, 108, 109, 110, 111 of Act ix of 1850 should by enactment be rendered 
applicable to our Small Cause Courts if the jurisdiction is to be extended to $100; this would still 
have {leave?} a few rules with regard to procedure etc. to be introduced by the Governor in 
Council under the power given by letters patent, and we might therefore issue a revised code of 
Regulations in conformity mutatis mutandis with those in force at Calcutta. I shall be glad to 
receive your official on the subject thro’ the Resident Councillor and after consultation with the 
Hon’ble the Recorder will address the Legislative Council. A simple clause to the following 
effect would I fancy be sufficient. 

"The provisions of Act vii of 1849 and of Sections……and…….of Act ix of 

1850 are hereby declared applicable to the Court or Courts for the recovery of  

Small Debts established in the Straits Settlements". 

This would limit the jurisdiction as regards distraining for rent to Rs 100 but I presume that 
would be sufficient to check the injustice you have brought to my notice. 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy — M Protheroe 



ToJ C Smith Esq. 

Comr Ct of Requests 

June 18th 1861 Singapore 

  

My dear Collyer, 

If the Supreme Govt purpose building an Artillery Hospital, I would wish to remove the Arsenal 
into the building in the Fort; if on the contrary no hospital is to be built the above building must 
be used as a hospital, as room for a Dispensary Apothecary etc. and a female ward will be 
required it will not be too large for two Companies of Artillery. In that case I should recommend 
the removal of the Arsenal to the Barracks on Pearl’s Hill; in the event of an Emeute, it is a far 
better position in a Military point of view than that it now occupies, being close to the Infantry 
Barracks and fully defended by the Guns from Fort Canning; the Commissariat might eventually 
be moved into the present Hospital. Even in case of an attack by an Enemy’s squadron it would 
be tolerably safe and could not be reached until our shore batteries had been taken. Whilst it is 
very centrically situated for supplying them with ammunition etc., for which Fort Canning is not 
well adapted, even if it fell into an Enemy’s hands they would gain little by it, as we should keep 
a good supply in store in the Fort and it contains no spare guns that could be used against us, and 
it is to be hoped we should be able to spike or otherwise disable them in the Batteries. 

Four months will enable me to receive an answer from the Supreme Govt. and also admit of the 
Barracks being as you say completed for the Artillery. 

Yours sinly 

True Copy (sd) O.C. 

M. Protheroe 

  

Singapore 

June 20th 1861 

Prẻcis of a letter to Col Yule of India P.W.D. 

Acknowledges the receipt of his letter of the 20th Ulto; states that it will be necessary to obtain 
some allowance from the Reserve fund for the completion of Barracks to enable the Tanglin 
Contractors to be paid off, otherwise action will be brought against Government in Court and 
serious loss will be sustained by allowing the works to remain unfinished; hopes to send up the 
report regarding Tanglin Bks. by this mail; states that the letter regarding Fort canning has never 



reached him and supposes that he was of his way of thinking as regards the operation of the Code 
with respect to the Offg Ex Eng, but that a letter from his office has ruled differently; was glad to 
hear from Bennett that he was satisfied about the Church and hopes to see the stained glass 
windows in the course of next month; reports that as a temporary arrangement he was obliged to 
allow the Ch of Eng to assume charge of a Dision but that Bennett will take charge shortly. 

(PS insert) 

PS to letter to Col Yule Secy to Govt P.W.D. 

When Goodwyn wrote the 5th para of his letter No 877 of the 23rd March 1861 was he aware that 
the Mortars at Mount Faber are on the very summit of the Hill near the Signal Flag and 
consequently though commanding the New Harbour a long pull from the shore the other Battery 
is near the foot of the Hill. 

(end of insert) 

  

Prẻcis of a letter to the Hon’ble Capt. Man R.C. Singapore {sic} 

d/ 21/6/61 

Agrees with him in the views he has expressed with regard to the part which should be played by 
the British Govt in the Archipelago; hopes his annual reports will be sent in quickly; considers 
that if Mr Evans (?) does not give satisfaction he should be removed at once; requests to know 
what time shd be fixed for Exhibition {exhibitors?} to send in articles for the Committee as it 
must be specified in the Gazette. 

M.P. 

  

Singapore 

My dear Grey, 

Many thanks for your letter of the 16th Ult; with reference to the proposed extension of the 
jurisdiction of the Courts of Requests in the Straits previous to its receipt I had written an official 
pointing out how imperatively the services of another Magistrate to be also a Commissioner of 
the Court would be needed. So it is owing to my some time back having appointed the present 
Commissioners an extra Police Magistrate to enable him whenever he has leisure to give Mr 
Willans a little assistance I have managed to get the work performed, but even now if there is a 
serious case to be investigated prisoners must necessarily be detained in the Police Lockups for 
some days before the charge against them can be disposed of, and were either Mr Willans or Mr 
Smith to be placed for any length of time upon the Sick list the whole machine of justice at 



Singapore would come to a dead lock. I believe that by the return to the system of fixed 
payments to the Court Establishment we shall realize by the excess to be received in fees a 
sufficient sum to cover all Expenses attached to a second Police Court, but it is of course out of 
my power to state positively that such will be the case, as the Registrar during the past two years 
has been raising {reaping?}such a harvest that possibly for a short time there will be a decrease 
in litigation,. He acknowledges to having received upwards of Rs 200 per mensem, and report 
says that he might have substituted Dollars for Rupees and not been beyond the mark. With 
exception of the first and last sections which I cannot complete for want of some returns chiefly 
from Penang not yet received I have written my Administration report, but as I cannot get it off 
by this mail, as I observe that the Reports are to be printed and sent home separately I propose, in 
order to save time to print it at the Press in the Convict Lines and send you a dozen copies which 
I presume will be sufficient. I have gone this time a little more into detail as regards our receipts 
and disbursements, so as to give as far as possible a true account of our Actual position; our 
Revenue is certainly increasing though but slightly in 1862/63; of {if?) the Malacca Land Act is 
passed and a few energetic proprietors established in that district, we may I think hope to make a 
good start but in the meanwhile, some little money may be required to be expended in roads and 
bridges.  

I am sure the G.G. will be pleased to hear that there is a prospect of my being able to introduce 
the cultivation of cotton into the Straits; for some time past I have had my attention turned to the 
subject and have written to Phayre in Burmah to get some hints from him as to the management 
of the Plant in that country. About a month ago an American Gentleman from South Carolina 
waited on me at Office and stated that he had been travelling about with the view of Establishing 
a cotton plantation, that, from what he had seen of the Straits he believed that the soil was 
adapted to the cultivation of cotton and he therefore wished to know whether there would be any 
objection on the part of Government to his obtaining a grant of land and settling as a Planter; of 
course I told him that no objection whatever existed; I gave him all the information I had 
collected regarding rates of labor, changes of season etc. and shewed him some cotton grown in 
my garden of which he said the staple was far superior to the Indian cotton. I advised him to 
commence operations in Province Wellesley and furnished him with letters to the Officials there 
mentioning the object of his visit, and requesting them to afford him any assistance in their 
power. He is now in the Province but I have not heard whether he has succeeded in procuring a 
suitable piece of ground, though he has written in a very sanguine spirit to the American Consul 
here, who has taken a share in the enterprise and has just left for Pinang. He told me before his 
departure that they intended commencing with fifty acres. If the speculation failed, they would 
lose about $3,000; if it answered, they would go whole hog nect year and in all probability make 
their fortunes. I am sure I heartily wish them success. 

I see by the speech on the Budget that Mr. Laing has condemned the Income Tax as unsuitable to 
India. He seems to entertain the opinion that I have all along expressed. And which was 
embodied in the Official letter I sent to you in April, viz that a graduated Capitation tax or as he 
called it a Licence tax would be far more appropriate, and equally profitable. I mentioned my 
idea to one or two of the leading merchants in the Straits, and, although naturally enough they 
did not recognise the necessity for any taxation at all, they acknowledged that a tax such as I 
proposed could not be deemed objectionable. 



I am sorry to say I have not yet received a copy of the Transfer of Property Law from Batavia, 
tho our offg consul wrote some time ago to say that he would procure one for me. I find that a 
similar law is in force in Adelaide. It was of course strongly opposed by all the Lawyers of the 
Settlement but the commonsense of the public carried the point. It has wonderfully diminished 
litigation and law expenses and gives general satisfaction as well as yields a Revenue. 

The chief Ahmed is again giving trouble, as Mr Blundell’s letters regarding him were 
unanswered I have no exposition of the views of the Supreme Govt to guide me but I presume 
that I am quite right in adopting measures to prevent the peace of the Peninsula from being 
disturbed. He has now taken up a position at the furthest extremity of Pahang, out of which the 
"Charybdis", with the aid of one of the small steamers, could turn him in a few minutes and 
disperse his whole party. Had the Pahang people not allowed him to get away, I should have 
settled the affair when I went up. I believe he would gladly agree to the terms offered but is 
prevented from doing so by his followers, and not unlikely by advice from Singapore. 

Yours etc. 

(sd) O.C. 

True Copy 

M.Protheroe 

  

Précis of a letter to the Hon’ble Capt. Burn R.C. Malacca 

Requests an official report on the present state of the Police Force at Malacca showing the 
probable increase to Revenue that would accrue from the location of the Force at now 
unprotected points. With regard to his proceedings re the considers he had better be guided by 
Nam Chuan’s advice. With regard to Mr Westerhout’s state visits it might be advisable to remind 
him of the Police Act. 

"As respects the disinterment of a body unless the case were one of a very grave nature and the 
Examination of the body absolutely necessary I think it is advisable to avoid raising the question, 
and this may possibly be effected by issuing stringent orders to the Punghooloos and the Police 
not to allow the burial to take place until the coroner’s sanction had been received, and by a 
judicious hint to the above officer to endeavour to ascertain the feelings of the relatives before 
giving any instructions for the exhumation of the corpse etc. , that he may not be brought into 
collision with them until he may have had time to consult with you on the subject. If it were 
really supposed that the refusal to allow the exhumation arose from wish to screen the murderer, 
I think you would be justified in compelling obedience to the Law but not in any other case" 

Informs him that there is no news from Cornwall regarding the Tin Company and hope he can 
send an abstract of his Trade Returns for 1860/61 for the administrative report. 



(sd) O.C. 

True Copy of Para. Précis of remainder. 

25/6/61 M.P. 

  

My dear Collyer, 

Apparently the G.G. only entertains doubts about the corrections of the views expressed with 
regard to the Mortars at Mount Faber but issues no orders for their removal. They should 
therefore remain for the present. The Mortar at Fort Fullerton shd be moved to Fort Canning. 

(sd) O.Cavenagh 

  

  

Singapore 

28th June 1861 

My dear Grey, 

Many thanks for your letter of the 19th inst this moment received. The information upon which 
any application for Chinese Interpreters was based was a statement in one of the overland papers 
to the distinct effect that several Gentlemen who had qualified themselves for appointments in 
China by acquiring a knowledge of the Chinese language at King’s College London had been 
disappointed with regard to obtaining employment owing to a reduction in the Consular 
Establishment. I was not the only one here by whom the paragraph here was noticed. Sir Richard 
McCausland also observed it and mentioned how glad he was to hear that I had taken advantage 
of the opportunity apparently offered to obtain the services of competent Court Interpreters. 

I have just read the Despatch on the subject of my application for the services of the "Pluto". 
Rennie may be quite right as to the respective measure ments of the "Hooghly", "Tonze" and 
"Mohr", but he does not give the respective number of superficial feet in each and would find 
himself at a nonplus to accommodate either the Recorders or any other Establishment on board, 
or send up a detachment of sick Europeans from Singapore to Pinang etc. When I received the 
Bendahara on board the "Tonze" at Pahang we had considerable difficulty in arranging the 
Sitting accommodation, though I had only two officers, Captain Keane and my A.D.C. with me 
and the Bandaharah was only accompanied by one or two Chiefs of rank. The following will 
give you an idea of the respective shapes of the Vessels. 

Hooghly Tonze or Mohr 



  

  

  

I have the pleasure to enclose a memo of the payment received at Singapore during this year 
from the "Hooghly" under the old rates, a tolerable proof that we realize more than 8,000 Rs. Per 
annum with the revised rates and a proper vessel. The "Hooghly" being always half the time 
under repair instead of making her regular monthly trips to Malacca. I suppose under any 
circumstances I am quite right in putting the different sailing gunboats out of employ. Next year 
I hope we shall be able to commence on {a?} Screwpile lighthouse to replace that useless and 
expensive vessel the "Torch", and for this work the Services of a large steamer would be 
required, as it is this year in the P.W.D. We have taken a good deal of work out of the "Hooghly" 
in carrying the materials for the Rachado Lighthouse. 

(sd) O.C. 

True Copy 

M Protheroe 

  

28th June 1861 

Prẻcis of a letter to the Hon’ble Capt Man R.C.Pinang 

If the Tulloh Raini’s building is available will be prepared to consider the matter of Earle’s 
house; sees no objection to the clerks being classified but no extract {extra?) expenditure can be 
allowed; cannot say much for the interest evinced by Mr. Rodyll {Rodyk?} in the well being of 
the lepers under his charge as Secy to the Hospital; if possible will endeavour to relieve the 
opium farmer in the way pointed out; requests him send the Educational returns as soon as 
possible. 

M.P. 

Prẻcis of a letter to the R.C.Malacca 

D/ Singapore July 2nd 

Expresses annoyance at the non-receipt of the Police returns from Malacca, as the want of them 
is delaying the whole Administration report, and states that he will not accept want of leisure on 
the part of the Magistrate’s Clerk as an excuse unless it can be proved that the Magistrate himself 
had no leisure. 



M.P. 

  

4th July 1861 

My dear Mr Baningarten, {Baumgarten?} 

Mr Robertson has shown me the depositions in the case of the Queen versus Tan Ah Pong and 
Tan Yong Tean. As I think there can be little doubt that the assault and robbery was committed 
solely with reference to the feud that has long existed between the two rival Chinese societies, a 
feud that has now been brought to a termination and which might be reopened in the event of the 
Prisoners being prosecuted, provided that there is no legal objection to the arrangement, I should 
be glad if the charge could be withdrawn. 

Yours sincerely, 

(sd) O.C. 

  

  

My dear Sir Richard, 

Enclosed is a letter from Dr Robertson on the subject of Medical testimony adduced before your 
court and the draft of the proposed reply. If you concur in the opinion expressed in the latter will 
you kindly oblige me by returning it to Protheroe with a view to the fair copy being prepared in 
the office for his signature. I need not say that if you consider any special order regarding the 
attendance of a second Judicial Officer in Court necessary, it will at once be issued, but I have 
always been of opinion that every medical officer of Govt is bound to attend to any requisition 
from the Court and consequently, tho’ not ordinarily summoned to be present the Senior 
Surgeon’s services are available whenever you may require them, 

Yours very sincerely, 

(sd) O.C. 

6th |July 1861 

  

  

  



  

Précis of a letter to the Hon’ble Capt Burn, R.C. Malacca, 11th July 1861 

Acknowledges receipt of Police returns; informs him that a printed copy of the Proceedings of 
the Central Great Exhibition Committee will be forwarded to him; and with regard to the Inquiry 
about the Pirates considers that all the Commander of the "Tonze"can do would be to call upon 
them to give an account of themselves, and if their account proved unsatisfactory direct them to 
proceed to Malacca and watch them on their way; if they fired upon him he would then be all 
right but not without, a single shot however would entitle him to open upon them; permits him to 
order Wright to run back to the Callum {Klang?}Straits to search for these pirates if necessary; 
states that the Siamese Princes may be expected here about the 22nd or 23rd inst and will receive 
the salute due to distinguished foreigners and be invited to dinner. 

M.Protheroe 

  

  

Letter to the Consul of {at?} Batavia of 15th June {July?} 1861 

Acknowledges receipt of papers relative to the tenure of Land in Batavia and thanks him for the 
same 

  

  

My dear Sir Richard, 

I have been so busy all the morning with a somewhat important Despatch to the Supreme Govt 
that I have been hitherto unable to give the case of Mr Todd the serious consideration it 
demands, and I observe that your recommendation is based not upon your own opinion as to the 
merits of the case but merely upon the fact of the recommendation of the Jury being opposed to 
their verdict. I should really feel obliged by your kindly allowing me to peruse the Proceedings 
of the trial before coming to a decision. I need not say that the matter shall have my early and 
earnest attention. 

Yours very sincerely 

19th July 61 True Copy sd O.C. 

M.P. 

To Sir R McCausland 



  

  

Extract from a letter to Capt McNair d/ 20th July 1861 

"I was very glad to receive your letter of the 18th ult and to learn that the information I had 
afforded as to the support that any gas company would meet with from the Government had been 
considered satisfactory. It is but right to mention that the company from which the first overtures 
were received is apparently still in the field and have written out to Mr Rigg to state that a 
definite proposition will be shortly submitted for my consideration. I believe most of the 
intended shareholders are connected with Singapore but possibly you may be better acquainted 
on this point than I am, as the question was discussed before you left. 

True extract M.P. (sd) O.C. 

  

  

Singapore 22nd July 1861 

My dear Grey, 

By this Mail I have forwarded an official on the subject of our Marine Establishment and I 
sincerely trust that it will have the effect of preventing our being deprived of the "Hooghly" until 
the Services of Another Steamer are placed at my disposal. When Capt. Rennie perused his 
remark on the subject of the relative accommodation of the "Hooghly" and the small gunboats it 
is evident that he could never have been on board the latter. The "Hooghly" is not exactly a 
Frigate and we are certainly obliged to take all our meals on deck, but her poop is of very fair 
size, sufficiently high to be always tolerably dry and containing a comfortable stern cabin with 
two berths for passengers. Now in the Small Steamers there is no accommodation whatever 
except for two very small recesses, for they cannot be called Cabins, for the Officers, so that any 
Government Officer proceeding on duty, and he can reach Malacca by no other way, must be 
merely a Deck Passenger, whilst I do not see how he is to be accompanied by his Family as there 
are none of the conveniences which in such a case are absolutely necessary. 

For my own part I should prefer travelling at my own expense by one of the P. & O. Company’s 
Steamers to Pinang to allowing Mrs. Cavenagh to go on board, but this will of course prevent 
one visiting Malacca and our stay at the latter place is I trust generally productive of some little 
good, as in addition to encouraging sociability by bringing people together, which is always part 
of a Governor’s duty, I make a point of visiting the whole of the interior, and as far as possible 
making myself acquainted with the wants of the Settlement. Of course, if there was any 
Emergency I should not hesitate about running up in the Gunboat, but when I make my Annual 
tour as Governor it is naturally expected that I should entertain and for this I require all my 
Establishment. The Judge too has now been joined by his wife and daughter and might certainly 



reasonably object to the accommodation offered on board the "Tonze" or "Mohr". Indeed the 
same might be said of All other Officials who are married and expected to make tours of 
inspection. 

Independent of this however there is a much more important consideration which induces me to 
beg that the small Steamers may be stationed at Pinang and Malacca and a separate Steamer 
maintained for Singapore. The small boats are required to suppress petty piracy and to perform 
Police duty on the different Rivers in the neighborhood of the above two Settlements and the 
advantages likely to accrue from their employment in the Straits will be lost if they are not at 
hand for the Resident Councillors to despatch them at once in pursuit of any band of plunderers 
of whose doings he might receive intelligence. 

If the Steamers were to be located at Singapore nearly a month might elapse ere he would have 
an opportunity of applying for their services and in the meantime, as in the case of the pirates last 
year at Pinang, the offenders would get off scot free. This was the great failing of the old system, 
that the sailing Gunboats could never reach the scene of action in time. I have put the sailing 
Gunboats out of Employ and am cutting down the Expenses of the Steamers, and really believe 
when the amount received for freight and passage is brought to credit the Expenditure of the new 
and efficient Establishment will not be more than that of the old and comparatively useless one, 
especially if the "Hooghly" were either replaced by a good steamer or furnished with new and 
more powerful engines, for owing to her engines being completely worn out the item on account 
of her repairs is a very heavy one. Her hull is in very good order and Capt. Keane told me that, 
fitted with proper engines, he saw nothing to prevent her effecting the Annual relief of the 
Detachment at Labuan or doing any other duty required of her. 

The Navy having repaid in all {coal?}the advances made during the war our stock of coals at 
present is equal to a year’s consumption, whilst at the Expiration of that period we may hope to 
be able to purchase Labuan Coal at a reasonable cost, and this will make a great reduction in our 
expenditure. The manager of the Coal Mie, Mr. Harrison, who is not at Labuan is very sanguine 
of success and I believe hopes to have the Machinery all up and working in the course of this 
month. 

By this Mail I forward 24 copies of the Administration Report. They will hardly reach Calcutta 
by the 1st August but this cannot be helped. I have 6 more copies available should they be 
required, but if not I should like to distribute them amongst the heads of Departments, as the 
perusal would serve as a guide to show what points they ought to remark upon in their 
Departmental Reports. Next year, if all goes well I hope to have my Report ready by the June 
steamer. 

There is a good deal of litigating going on just at Present in the Peninsula, emanating from the 
two great parties at Singapore, but I do not think either party would like to run the risk of my 
catching them tripping, and I {am?}consequently in hopes that nothing will come of it. We are of 
course reaping the fruit of the absurd policy pursued by Genl. Butterworth and Mr. Church, of 
which the latter repented ere he left this {place?}. As long as the Tumongong’s European 
Friends required the support of Govt., they were naturally willing to make all sorts of 
professions, but when once the power was in their own hands, they used it solely for their own 



benefit, much of course to the annoyance of the opposite Clique. Eventually however they 
encroached upon the rights of the British Government, but this I trust the Reports I have sent up 
this Mail will enable the Supreme Govt. to put an end to. Had the sensible plan been adopted of 
putting either the Sultan or the Tumongong at Johore with an intelligent Political officer to guide 
him, the result would have been very different. Finding that I do not favor either party, I am told 
there is a prospect of their becoming reconciled and a Matrimonial alliance taking place between 
two of the Members of their respective Families. It would be the best thing that could occur and 
would probably put a stop to the continual squabbles. 

Is there any chance of the Malacca Land Act being passed? That one {once?} happy station is at 
present a regular incubus on the whole Settlement, and yet I cannot help thinking that it ought to 
yield a handsome revenue, if properly managed and a little money judiciously laid out upon it. I 
am sorry to say Burn is far from well and I am afraid he will have to take sick leave. He will be a 
great loss. I have received all the papers from Batavia relative to the Dutch system of registering 
the sale or mortgage of immoveable property. They are in French and German. The former I 
have translated but my knowledge of the latter language is not sufficient to enable me to prepare 
a translation and I must consequently secure the services of a translator. As far as I can tell the 
system ought to answer in our territories. 

You will be glad to hear that the American has obtained a piece of land in Province Wellesley 
which he thinks will answer his purpose very well and has already started a cotton plantation. I 
know the ground he has taken and it is one of the lots I recommended him as being on the bank 
of the Mudah River, and thus giving him the means of communication entirely by water with 
Pinang. If the speculation answers Province Wellesley will become a very valuable possession. 
Sugar has already done much for its improvement, and every year more land is being brought 
under cultivation. There is one factory that cleared net Profit last year $40,000. The Planters all 
cultivate their own lands and pay their coolies well, so that there is no antagonism between them 
and the Peasants. Indeed I may say quite the reverse, for the latter are always sure of good 
treatment and a fair day’s wage, if they choose to go out and work at the Factory, whilst the large 
sums of money spent in the Province naturally benefit the people generally. 

The weekly court established at Bukit Tamboon seems to answer very well as the Magistrate has 
always plenty of cases to settle, many of which would perhaps under the circumstances have 
been referred to the Secret Societies. The Magistrate also has become acquainted with many of 
the Residents in his District and is able to show that he takes an interest in them. 

I suppose you have received no reply yet from the Home Govt. about the Geological Survey of 
Malacca. I received an application a few days ago for any report that might have been prepared 
by a govt Officer regarding the mines. The Applicant, I fancy, is thinking of getting up a 
company to work them, could he procure sound data to go upon. 

I must now conclude this long and, you will doubtless find, uninteresting epistle. 

Sd. O.C. 

True Copy 



M.P. 

To Mr Grey Esqre, 

Secy to the Govt of India, Home Dept, Calcutta 

My dear Sir Richard, 

I regret to state that after a careful perusal of the evidence you were kid enough to send me and 
of your clear exposition of the Law I have felt myself entirely precluded from acceding to the 
recommendation of the Jury in the case of the Prisoner Todd. The official communication on the 
subject is now in the course of preparation. 

Yours very sinly 

24th July 61 (sd) O.C. 

To Sir R. B. McCausland, 

Recorder of Singapore 

True Copy M.P. 

  

  

Précis of a letter to the Hon’ble Capt Burn R.C.Malacca 

Regarding Captain Burns going home on S.C. and the Amalgamation: requests that a memo may 
be sent to him showing the working of the Extra Land and Survey Establishments and whether 
the Revenue is necessary; advance of Paddy to the peasantry a bad system to commence; sale of 
the Gunboat "Malacca"; opinion regarding the restitution of a stolen buffalo Playfair not justified 
in restoring it until the possessor was repaid the sum he had given; entertainment of men for the 
frontier police requests memo regarding the contemplated invasion of Pahang from his side of 
the Peninsula; Points out that he omitted to insert Light dues in his Statement of Receipts and 
disbursements. 

M.Protheroe 

  

  

Précis of a letter to the Hon’ble Capt Man R.C.Pinang 



D/ 2nd August 1861 

Informs him that 10 or 12 seers of cotton need {seed?} have been forwarded per "Hooghly" for 
distribution at Pinang and requests him to send the greater portion of it to Mr Haynes; hopes that 
Mr Lewis has succeeded in obtaining the sanction of the Rajah Muda at Perak; states that 
Jackson has applied for the use of the Pinang Gunboat so that it had better be kept for the 
present. 

M.Protheroe 

  

  

Prẻcis of a letter to the hon’ble Captain Burn R.C.Malacca 

D/ 2nd Augt. 61 

Informs him of the transmission of some cotton seed to Malacca for distribution and states that if 
Dr Rose considers that he should take sick leave it will be his duty to do so. 

M.Protheroe 

  

  

My dear Mr. Cochet, 

Although as you must be well aware I am always most happy to see you and any friend you may 
desire to introduce at any hour you may find it convenient to call, yet when a visit is to be 
considered one of mere formal ceremony and not that of an ordinary traveller passing through 
Singapore I certainly expect, as has hitherto always been the case, that previous intimation 
should be afforded. The leaving a card at Government House at an hour when in accordance with 
the usages of society here visitors are not received would hardly warrant my considering the visit 
an official one, though it would of course entitle the visitor to receive at my hands the marks of 
attention which I have great pleasure in shewing to strangers of your own or any other Foreign 
Nation. In this case the General states that he wrote the previous day to know at what hour I 
would receive him and may have been somewhat surprised to find after this intimation that when 
he called he was denied admittance. 

Believe me, 

Yours sincerely, 

Sd O.C. 



True Copy 

M.Protheroe 

  

  

Précis of a letter to the Hon’ble Capt Man 

Regarding Chinese Societies. 

Informs him of the departure of the Siamese Chiefs and that a royal salute should be fired for 
them. Asks him if there is not a code of salutes to Native Prices in his office. 

Sd. O.C. 

M.P. 

  

  

Extract from a letter to Capt. Hilliard d/ 7th August 1861 

I am somewhat doubtful how far the decision of the question as regards your retention of 
appointment rests with me or with the Supreme Govt, the P.W.D. being under the latter though 
the nomination to appointments has generally been made by the Local head. Should I receive no 
special intimation on the subject I shall simply Gazette your extension of leave on the usual 
notice appearing in your own Presidency or the Supreme Govt. Gazette so that you would return 
to Pinang as a matter of course, the reasons you have resigned being I consider sufficiently 
cogent to warrant my granting the indulgence. etc etc. 

A True Extract (sd) O.Cavenagh 

M.Protheroe 

  

Prẻcis of a letter to the Hble Captain Burn R.C.Malacca 

D/8/8/61 

Considers that he should proceed to England by the first mail in September; informs him that his 
Calculation regarding his pay for the first 6 months is quite correct. States that if Braddell 



intends returning Smart will be put in to act at Malacca as Magistrate vice Playfair who will be 
Ag R.C. 

Sd O.C. 

M.P. 

  

Augt 11th 1861 

My dear Macpherson, 

Many thanks for your note which only reached me late last night. The remark contained in the 
enclosure is the first intimation I have even {ever?} received that Campbell expressed his 
readiness to allow Government to purchase the extra furniture required. 

In the demi official correspondence which is I presume filed in the chief Engineer’s office the 
calculations upon which I estimated the rent to be paid and which calculations I believe 
Campbell stated to be fair, reasonable and businesslike, were entirely based upon Sherwood’s list 
of prices which I have in my possession. Subsequently, as you may remember, Campbell 
required {enquired?} whether I would be willing to allow him to supply the desired furniture 
from the present Government House, as Schreiber had consented to allow {him?} to do so, and 
all misconceptions as to our wishes would be then removed. This offer I accepted and the 
original list was slightly modified in consequence — the pair of couches, if I recollect right, 
being substituted for the second percival and the Sideboard for the two Whatnots. Hence I 
certainly could never have supposed that any articles would be either procured from Batavia or 
made up in the Bazaar, and until within the last few days I have been under the impression that 
on our removal to our new residence the articles named would be removed also. I am sure, on 
reflection, Campbell will himself acknowledge that, having led me to believe that such would be 
the case, if anything occurred to prevent his fulfilling his Engagement, he was bound in ordinary 
courtesy to have consulted me before making the arrangements. Had he done so, I should have 
asked him to procure furniture as nearly similar as possible to that we are now using, and with 
which no one could possibly be dissatisfied. 

I certainly was considerably disappointed when I saw the new furniture the other day because it 
does not harmonize with the fine proportions of the drawing room or with the 2 handsome 
couches previously in Campbell’s possession, while Schreiber’s furniture would have done. 
Moreover I have some doubts as to Europe furniture being as durable as that manufactured of 
seasoned wood in Calcutta. The colour, moreover, of severalof the articles is better adapted for a 
library or boudoir room than for a lady’s drawing room, which requires to be either crimson, 
green or purple damask to light up well. As however I felt convinced that Campbell was desirous 
of meeting our wishes and consequently thought it would be ungracious to find fault, I 
mentioned that we should be doubtless able to arrange by bringing in the pretty little couches in 
the boudoir and library, replacing them by the green coloured ones from the drawing room.  



As regards the percival however it could {would?} be impossible to make any arrangements, as 
although it would perhaps suit some other part of the room, there is nothing to supply its place 
and from the prominent position it is intended to occupy it should be almost the handsomest 
piece of furniture in the Apartment. To this only therefore did I object. The other articles 
specified in the small list have still to be obtained, and if they are purchased from Schreiber, as 
originally offered, we shall be perfectly satisfied with them, and I feel convinced that Campbell 
will have no reason to repent of his bargain, for the things are really good and substantial. 

By the bye Mrs Cavenagh pointed out to me an objection to the bedroom’s floors being 
varnished instead of matted. My wooden leg would ruin them in no time {as?} it did a varnished 
staircase we had in India. 

Yours very sinly 

(sd) O.C. 

True Copy 

M.Protheroe 
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Commenced 12th August 1861 

Précis of a letter to the R.C. Malacca of 8th March 1861 

Points out that unless presents are offered to him in the first instance it would be etiquette for 
him to offer the Chief Presents. Approves of his proposition to send the "Tonze" up the Linghie 
and of his intention to entertain them at Govt Expense during their stay in Malacca; desires him 
to induce the Chiefs if possible to enter into treaties similar to that made between the 
Tumongong of Johore and Bandarharah; there is no objection to his ascertaining Sultan Ali’s 
terms for taking over Moar; desires that the Bridge may be opened at once if ready; requests 
intelligence regarding the rival parties in Moar. 

M.P. 

Singapore 

12th August 1861 

My dear Burn, 

Many thanks for your two letters of the 7th and 8th inst. I am glad to find that you have distributed 
the cotton seed regarding which I hope to send you in a few days several copies of a little 
Brochure originally published by the A.H.Society of which I shall order a reprint as it contains 
information relative to the cultivation of cotton which may be found generally useful. I observe 
that it is not absolutely necessary to wait until the pod bursts to gather the cotton but the Pod may 
be gathered before it opens and allowed to ripen under cover, a great advantage in our wet 
climate as I fancy the rain is only injurious after the Pod has burst, as before that time the cotton 
must be protected from its effects. 

Your report on the Punghulu System is still with Macpherson but as far as I can at present judge 
I shall be prepared to support your views on the land act being passed. Your suggestion 
regarding thepreparation of a Colored Map to show the different descriptions of land is a good 
one, and I presume Mr Quinton will duly act upon it. Just at present Moniot has plenty of work 
in Province Wellesley but next year it is not improbable that Malacca will be made his head 



quarters. Have you any Register of applicants for land in the event of the land act being passed? 
If so, I should be glad to be furnished with a copy. I shall feel obliged by your impressing on 
Playfair the necessity for giving his earnest attention to the working of the increased Survey and 
Land Office Establishment, so that the result at the end of the year may be as satisfactory as it 
has been during the last quarter. I hope the cultivation of tapioca may not be overdone. I should 
like to hear of the introduction of Sugar and Coffee. 

I have been looking over your Budget and I think it is possible I may be able to obtain money 
enough for the increase to your police force out of the contingencies (3,000 Rs) allowed for 
Judicial Departments. That is provided you included in your estimate the average sum of $1,182 
paid to the Registrars of the Court for fees for the Criminal Sessions. The civil fees alone ought 
to pay for the Establishment so that there ought to be a clear saving of the cost of our Criminal 
book {court?}. 

There were apparently one or two errors in your Budget Estimate. You made no allowance for 
general contingencies for Military and Marine etc. or for that portion of the Court Establishment 
always paid by the State. I purpose in future having printed forms prepared so that there may be 
no omissions and all the returns be alike. I am afraid I shall but little money for your roads this 
year. By a subsequent letter from Calcutta they were duly sanctioned provided funds were 
available but unfortunately cash is not forthcoming and we shall experience considerable 
difficulty in making both ends meet. If the Government were to authorize a loan solely for the 
purpose of improving the communications with the interior it would I am sure prove 
remunerative, but as long as there is a prospect of one {our?} being transferred money will not 
be laid out in improving the Settlements. This Yule wrote to me when he sent down the Budget. 

The European who passed through Malacca en route to Rambow and slept at Alore Gadjah is a 
mr. Vandeville. He is in the Employ of the Singapore spirits farmer, and also I believe in that of 
the Tumongong. He reached Alore Gadjah on the 3rd instant and went at once to Johole and 
Sreemenanti. He reported to Robertson that he had heard of the death of the Rajah of Rambow 
and that Syed Saban was about to commence his intrigues again and had sent to Malacca for the 
sinews of War in the shape of $500. You may be able to ascertain their points (plans?} He has 
promised to send another Report from Rambow as soon as he arrives there, and recommends our 
preventing arms and ammunition being sent across the Frontier, as there is likely to be a row 
amongst the Malays. For this reason I shall be very glad to hear that the Frontier Police Force has 
been established. 

I think the Pay abstract should be sent in direct. Bennett says he finds the convict forms tolerably 
simple how {now ?} they were originally prepared in India but modified to suit the Straits and 
are sent in monthly to my office. When a form is blank, it is omitted, the cause of the omission 
being noted in a memo. No other returns but those for the Administration Report and the Annual 
casualty Rolls are now needed. 

From what the Judge told me there is little doubt we shall see you on the 5th by the "Hooghly" or 
"Tonze". Either can I fancy bring down a sufficient number of passengers to pay for the fuel. 

Yours very sinly 



True Copy (sd) O.C. 

M.Protheroe. 

Précis of a letter to the Hon’ble Capt Burn R.C. Malacca 

18th August 1861 

Thanks him for his letter of the 15th inst and considers that the increase to the Police Force must 
be deferred till next year into the budget for which the extra expenditure shd be entered. 

M.P. 

My dear Man, 

I have duly received the two applications for the appointment at Malacca. I am afraid however 
neither will prove successful. I should have been glad to have advanced Gottlieb but at his age I 
should hardly consider him fit to take the weekly trip out to Aloor Gadjah and Kassang, and to 
perform other work of this description which would fall to his lot as Assistant Resident. I should 
feel much obliged by your letting me have your opinion as to Mr. Plunkett’s fitness for this post. 
He know the language I presume and has had a legal education. I fancy he would be glad of the 
step. If he were removed, how would Mr Walker do for your Deputy? He has some local 
knowledge and is a gentleman — the latter a great consideration. I believe he is an applicant for 
Employment in the Police. 

I have noticed by the papers that the prisoner from Perak has been remanded, the Recorder 
having expressed doubts as to the jurisdiction of the Court. It is to be regretted that before giving 
his opinion, he did not take the trouble to read over Act 1 of 1849 and the Charter of his Court. 
From the one he would have discovered that the Magistrate would not commit the prisoner for 
trial but could only commit him pending the receipt of my instructions and that he acts upon 
those instructions which are issued solely for his guidance. From the other he would have learnt 
that this Govt was established under the power vested in the East India Company by an Act of 
Parliament. As the order for the man’s committal passed thro’ your office, you will of course 
report the result, in order that the matter may be submitted to the Supreme Govt for the opinion 
of its legal adviser as to the validity of the Grounds upon wh. the Bill was directed to be thrown 
out. 

I have just read the Judge’s decision regarding gambling cases. It will certainly render it rather 
difficult for you to check gambling if your Dy. Is not to be allowed to take information. Indeed I 
believe that it is a mistake making the R.C. a Comr of Police at all, as it places him to some 
extent in a position of subordination to the Court of which he is one of the Judges. It would have 
been better to have made the Deputies Commissioners, acting of course under his orders. 

I fancy we must pay the bill for the Ammunition for the Volunteers and debit it in our own 
accounts, it being entirely a local charge. Next year the Expenses of the Volunteers must be 
entered in our Budge Estimate. 



II hope you will succeed in preventing any outbreak on the part of the Chinese Societies. If any 
breach of the peace is committed it will be necessary to deal stringently with all parties 
concerned. One or two severe examples at first will probably prevent any great display of ill 
feeling. In sending me up the petition from the Hai Lau Men you have forwarded no transmitting 
letter. I think you had better do so, expressing the opinion as to its untruthfulness which you have 
already given demi officially. It is clear that the Ghee kim {Hin} Gentlemen have Estimate their 
losses by the highest possible figure and are not entitled to get the compensation demanded 
though something ought to be allowed them. It would of course be very easy, if we wished, to 
apply a little pressure to Perak by blockading the Rivers, but this would interfere with our own 
trade. Moreover I fancy it is the want of power and not the want of will that prevents the Rajah 
from maintaining order. 

I hear your Siamese visitors were much pleased with the reception you gave them. I spoke to the 
Minister about the state of the border. 

I hear that Lewis intends giving up the Krean Scheme now that he has obtained his full Pension. 
I am glad of it. 

Yours sincerely 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy 

M.P. 

The Honble Capt Man 

R C Pinang 

19th August 1861. 

My dear Macpherson, 

Excuse the delay in replying to your note as I have been very busy. I have read the Judge’s 
answer; there can be no doubt that he never intended to cause you annoyance, but when he 
commences {comments?} from the Bench apparently he is led away and hardly knows what he 
says. The question in my mind is What right has he to express any opinion at all regarding 
parties not before the Court. 

I do not quite understand what Campbell requires. He told me that what he wishes was that 
Bennett should superintend the repairs and see that they are well done. All other questions are I 
imagine provided for in the Lease. The extra servants’ house etc. I think we are bound to provide 
and they can be erected by Convict labor whilst we are at Pinang. I have certainly asked for 
nothing more than the fulfilment of the conditions contained in the note written by Bennett after 
his final interview before the agreement was made, conditions which agreed with those in 



Campbell’s own note to you which I forwarded to Galle. Of course if Schreiber attempts to make 
an open charge I should not insist upon furniture being purchased from him, though I should 
expect the things supplied to be equally good. From Campbell’s original note I was led to believe 
that matters had been arranged with Schreiber and that there was no difficulty on that score.  

No allusion is made in the letter to sending back the body to Tringanu. Therefore we can hardly 
allude to it in our reply though you may tell Aboo Bakr that we are aware and would be glad to 
render assistance if it was required. 

(sd) O.C. 

True Copy 

22/8/61 M.Protheroe 

To the R.C.Singapore 

Précis of a letter to Capt Man d/ Singapore  

26th August 

Hopes he duly received the cotton seed and has given Mr Nairne a fair share; requests him to 
procure some specimens of Sago from the Province; desires him to look after the Mhor; points 
out that wood shd be burnt for short trips. 

M.P. 

Précis of a letter to Capt Burn R.C.Malacca 

Thanks him for his revised Budget Estimate; can find nothing regarding the powers of the 
Commissioners to sanction the Establishment of a Market; thinks the Govt have power to sell the 
piece of ground leading down to the Malacca Bridge, upon the road being altered and the bridge 
put up; desires him to get information relative to Sreemenanti 

M.P. 

To the Hon’ble Capt Man R.C.Pinang 

6th September/61 

Proposes certain arrangements for the despatch of Mr Plunkett to Malacca as Police Magistrate 
and for the performance of his duties as Dy C.P. at Pinang. 

"By the bye a report has reached me that three or four country vessels chiefly from Chittagong 
and that coast supposed to have been lost in a cyclone last year were wrecked on some portion of 
the Acheen territories and that in some instances the crew escaped and are still in Acheen, 



probably detained for the want of means to get away. As, in the event of the rumour being 
correct, it would be our duty to bring them away, I should feel very much obliged if you would 
kindly make some enquiries on the subject privately from Nairne and from some of the traders 
with Acheen, and let me know the result. One of the vessels was said to be a Chittagong vessel 
called the "Monarch", commanded by a Captain Caypher, a country born. She used to trade with 
Singapore and has not been heard of since Nov. last. 

Last para regarding the loan of Govt House to the Turnbulls. 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy 

M.P. 

Confidential 

Singapore 

6th September/61 

  

My dear Jackson, 

A report has reached me that three or four Country Vessels from Arracan and Chittagong were 
wrecked some months ago on the Acheen Coast, that in some instances the crews effected their 
Escape and are still in Acheen detained either for want of means to pay for their passage to 
Pinang or by their creditors, or it may be by the Sultan’s orders. If the story is true, it will of 
course become the duty of Govt. to render them assistance. {I shall be} obliged, in the event of 
your survey duty requiring you anywhere in the neighborhood of Acheen, if you would make 
some enquiries on the subject and let me know the result. One of the vessels stated to have been 
lost was named the "Monarch", and commanded by a Mr. Caypher, a country born I believe from 
Chittagong. She used to trade with Singapore and has not been heard of since November last. 

Yours sincerely, 

Sd O.Cavenagh 

To Lt Jackson 

Comy Survey Vessel Kushua M.P. 

Pinang 

  



  

My dear Mr Cochet, 

In reply to your note just received I beg to state that Mr Protheroe, with the view of meeting the 
wish he had heard that you had expressed having addressed you on a matter purely private and 
not in any way connected with the discharge of your official duties was in accordance with the 
usages of Society which entitled {him?} to receive a reply at your own hands, instead of which it 
appears that he was favored with an answer from your Chancelier, containing however no 
explanation as to the cause of your having omitted to write yourself. He was therefore in my 
opinion perfectly justified in pointing out to you the apparent discourtesy of wh. you had been 
guilty and intimating that in future whenever from indisposition or press of business you failed to 
reply to any private note it would be necessary that some explanation as to the reason of the 
omission should be afforded. 

I remain 

Yours truly 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy M.Protheroe Lieut. 

Offg Secy to the Govr 

Singapore 

12th September 

My dear Sir, 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your kind letter of the 2nd inst. And am much 
gratified to find that the King was pleased with the reception given to his sons and the Prime 
Minister in the Straits. The latter I found to be a most intelligent man and I was glad to have a 
long conversation with him on the occasion of his paying me a private visit. I have duly 
published your notification for general information and trust that its publication will prevent the 
occurrence of any misunderstanding between British subjects and the Siamese Authorities in 
Cambodia. I perfectly agree with you as to the necessity of our keeping a watchful eye upon the 
proceedings of our worthy allies, and should be very glad to hear that they had determined upon 
leaving this part of the world. However of this, at present, there seems but little chance, though it 
is evident that in retaining Saigon they are sacrificing both men and money and must continue to 
do so for some time to come. 

I may mention that their (French) presence in these seas is one of the principal reasons of my 
having recently protested against any violation of Article xii of our treaty of 1826 with Siam or 
any Foreign interference with Tringanu and Kelantan {which?} might perhaps lead to an 



application for succour to the opposite side of the Gulf, which, if acceded to might perhaps lead 
to complications that should if possible be avoided. With the assistance you so kindly afforded 
me I hope now to be able to maintain the peace of the Peninsula, but there is a great want of a 
strong Government over many of the Native States. Hence there are continual disturbances, and 
were any serious war to commence, it is impossible to say to what extent it would spread.  

The ex-Sultan of Linga, who was lately summoned to Bangkok, ia an intriguing restless 
character who requires looking after. I have little doubt that he was the instigator of the recent 
attack upon Pahang and that the report that he was endeavouring to supplant his relative, the 
Sultan of Tringanu, was perfectly correct. From the tenor of the latter’s letters to me, mentioning 
the intended departure of his son-in-law for Bangkok, I am sure he was of this opinion, and 
during the whole time of the stay of the Siamese Fleet off Tringanu, he was in a dreadful state of 
fright. He is a shrewd old gentleman, but needs a sharp treatment occasionally, and a reprimand 
now and then from Bangkok will do him no harm. 

I am sorry we have no Man of War now on the station, nor are we I believe likely to have one for 
another month. In the meanwhile I am left to protect British interests with the steamer "Hooghly" 
now almost worn out. I have applied to have her replaced by a more powerful Vessel and am in 
hopes that my request will be acceded to, in which case I should have the means of 
communicating with the governor of Labuan and yourself. 

As long as matters continue in their present unsatisfactory state in Japan I fancy we can never 
depend upon one being allowed the permanent services of a Man of War in the Straits. Our new 
European Regiment may I believe be expected towards the close of the year, when the China 
Force is broken up, though, up to the present we have received no positive orders upon the 
subject. 

I am sorry to hear there is little prospect of anything being sent to the Great Exhibition from 
Siam. Should you feel desirous of transmitting your private collection with that from the Straits 
the Sec. to the Committee at Singapore will be glad to attend to any instructions you may give 
regarding its ultimate disposal. 

Captain Bush mentioned to me the probability of the 2nd King’s visiting Singapore next year. It 
would perhaps be advantageous were he to prolong his trip to Calcutta. It would give him a good 
idea of our power in the East, which he wd. Be able to communicate to others on his return. 

Many thanks for your kind invitation of which should my request for a large steamer be 
complied with would give me great pleasure to avail myself. I need not say that should you ever 
visit Singapore you will find a room at your service at Government House. 

Sd O.C. 

To Sir R Schomburgk 

H.B.M.Consul for Siam 



Bangkok 

Précis of a letter to Captain Man R.C. Pinang 21/9/61 

After what he has written on the subject considers that Mr Plunkett shd not be withdrawn from 
Pinang. States that the only remaining candidates are Mitchell and Allen and is of opinion that 
the latter being a Lawyer would be the better Magistrate for Malacca; requests him to 
communicate his opinion by return Mail. Desires him to state whether a Regimental prize is to be 
given to the Volunteer Corps at Pinang. Agrees with im as to the advisability of their being one 
system of accounts throughout the Straits and requests to be furnished with a statement shewing 
the amount due by the Treasury to the Accountant Gl. Of the Court for Deposits and the annual 
interest for wh. the govt. is thereby liable. Requests him to make arrangements for telegraphing 
the Dutch G.G. 

M.P. 

On Saturday 21st September. Letter to Capt Fraser, Bengal Engineers, Supdt Aguada Reef  

Lighthouse informing him that the contract for the H.J.K courses had been made at the rate of 
$1.14 per cubic foot and that a boat had been partly charged against the Lighthouse. 

M.P. 

My dear Sir, 

I have been compelled by the necessity for getting off my Despatches by the Calcutta Mail to 
delay answering your letter. 

I have carefully read through the whole of the correspondence submitted for my perusal and I do 
not hesitate to state that I must fully acquit Mrs.Allen of the charge that has apparently been 
preferred against her, a charge with the details of which I was previously unacquainted. In justice 
to Dr Cowpar, as from a remark in his last communication I am led to believe that he may have 
supposed to have spoken to me relative to your being excluded from Society, I deem it right to 
mention that no allusion was ever made by him to the subject until after the receipt of your note 
in May last, when in reply to a remark made by myself he expressed, for the reasons assigned in 
his note to your address, his regret that such should be the case. I need not observe that after the 
explanation now afforded it will give me pleasure to cause your name to be placed on the Govt 
House list. 

Sd / O.C. 

True Copy 

M.Protheroe 

Prẻcis of a letter to Major Man R.C.Pinang 



D/ 30th September 1861 

Cannot promise Mr. Plunkett that he will eventually be provided for in Pinang; requests him to 
again offer the Ag Appointment of Magts Malacca to Mr Plunkett and if he accepts it to send 
him down there per "Hooghly" and put Mr Waller in to act; if not the Appt. should be offered to 
Mitchell and the enclosed letter forwarded to Mr. Baningarten at Malacca; requests him to report 
demi officially the actual state of affairs in Perak. Thanks him for the information about Capt 
Caypher’s ship. 

M.P. 

Singapore 22nd October 

My dear Yule, 

By this Mail you will receive the report of Collyer’s retirement and his application to be 
permitted to remain in his appointment till February. This application I have supported upon 
public grounds as I consider that any change just at present would be disadvantageous, and 
consequently as there are precedents for the measure, I hope that his request may be granted. 

It will now become a matter for consideration whether it is any longer necessary to retain an 
officer of high rank as Chief Engineer in the Straits. I am inclined to think that, with a view to 
saving much needless correspondence, a Secretary and accountant being also a Chief Engineer of 
the 2nd Class would be sufficient and should the Supreme Government entertain the same 
opinion, I really believe that you could not select a better qualified man for the Office than Capt. 
McNair, leaving Bennett in his present position of Ex Engineer at Singapore. This however is a 
question for you to decide and {I?} merely ask that whatever {whoever?} be appointed that you 
will give me a person of sufficient energy to admit of his paying occasional visits to his out 
stations and supervising the work of his attention to superintending the mere details of office 
work. 

I have now by the new act a very important country to open up at Malacca and consequently it is 
absolutely necessary that {I?} should either have an Executive Engineer at the Station or that my 
Chief {Engineer?} should run up occasionally and correct any faults committed by the 
Supervisor and keep him up to his work. My annual tour is not sufficient and moreover although 
I may be able to find fault and Collyer says that my strictures on the works both at Pinang and 
Malacca were correct, yet it may not be quite so easy for me always to point out how the errors 
are to be amended. 

By this Mail I send up an explanation relative to our Excess of Expenditure last year. It is not I 
am glad to say so great as was first anticipated, and when it is remembered that some of the 
Estimates were framed when labor was much cheaper and that the item of rent was never before 
included in the P.W. accounts I hope the Explanation will be deemed satisfactory. I might have 
mentioned that Kim Ching not Kim Sing had never yet paid the Rs 5,000 on account of the 
Pauper Hospital, for which of course we took credit , as its payment was promised whenever the 
Hospital should be reported finished and made over to the Committee. However I hope to get the 



money eventually. The Water Supply scheme goes up also by the Mail. It is an expensive work 
but I do not think that it could be managed for a less sum than entered in the Estimate. 

I am sorry to say that a slight crack has shown itself again over the windows of the church. It has 
not however descended and is so slight that I am in hopes it will not extend. Of course a careful 
watch is kept over it and the dome having been covered in no further weight will be placed on 
the tower for two or three months to come, when the building will be well examined. There are 
125 more tons of brick work to be put up, but Collyer thinks this weight might be decreased 
some 40 ton, by substituting a Lantern similar to the one on the tower of, I think, Lincoln 
Cathedral for the proposed spire. It would suit the architecture of the church and I fancy look 
better than the Spire. However on this point a full Report will eventually be submitted. 

I hear the Accountant General is multiplying Forms and Returns in his department. I am sure that 
a few simple though well arranged Quarterly returns would afford all necessary information 
without overburthening Establishments with unnecessary office work and causing unnecessary 
expense. 

Singapore ) sd O Cavenagh 

23rd October) 

True Copy M.Protheroe 

To Lt Col Yule 

Secy to the Govt of India P.W.D. 

My dear Sir, 

I have observed a remark in the papers to the Effect that a Steamer is now building in Calcutta 
for the Service of the Straits Government. If this is the case, I presume she is intended to relieve 
the "Hooghly", and consequently a few remarks from me as to the nature of our wants may not 
be out of place. The Steamer for the Straits to be fully efficient and serviceable should in the first 
place have sufficient accommodation for 150 or on an emergency 200 Sepoys with their 
European officers.  

Second, should be able to carry coal for about a week’s consumption. 

Third. Should have an average speed of about eight knots. 

Fourth. In addition to the cabins for the first class passengers should have one or two second 
class cabins for the accommodation of the clerks of the different Public departments. These as in 
the "Hooghly" would be forward. 

Fifth. She should be able to carry a couple of tolerably heavy guns. 



Sixth. She should be strong enough to stand a heavy sea with Engines of sufficient power to 
admit of the visiting of the Horsburgh Lighthouse in the Entrance to the China Sea at all seasons. 

A vessel such as I describe would not only prove extremely useful but also economical, as when 
not employed in the Public Service she would run between Pinang and Singapore and be always 
sure of freight and passengers, whilst she could effect the relief of the Troops at Labuan for 
which now we are obliged to charter vessels. If it should be out of your power to provide us with 
a steamer approaching this description, I believe it would be advantageous to keep on the 
"Hooghly", taking out her present engines which are old and worn out, having formerly belonged 
to the old "Dianne" {"Diana"}, and replacing them by new engines of greater power, so as not 
only to increase her speed but also to enable her to be kept constantly running, as at present after 
every voyage she has to be repaired, as regards her machinery an expensive and inconvenient 
arrangement. Her Hull etc. is in very good order and though rather small, with more powerful 
engines, she would answer her purpose very well, and prove a useful boat for some years to 
come. 

I am afraid I am likely to have some trouble with the engineers of the "Tonze" and "Mhor". I 
shall therefore feel much obliged by your kindly informing me what are their conditions of 
Service and to what punishments they can be subjected for disobedience of orders. The Engine of 
the latter got out of order and upon the Chief Engineer of the "Hooghly", an old Govt Officer and 
a hardworking intelligent public Servant, being directed to examine it with a view to any defect 
being rememdied, the Engineer, Mr Clayton, was most disrespectful and impertinent to him 
instead of rendering him assistance. 

If the Govt. decides upon allowing a second and third class engineer for each of these boats, it 
would be advisable to send them down from Calcutta. At present we have a first class Engineer 
and an apprentice on board of the "Mhor", and merely a first class Engineer on the "Tonze", no 
apprentice being available. 

As a Govt Steamer is likely to come down here in January with the Lord Bishop, I should esteem 
it a great favor if you would kindly sanction freight being allowed for some articles of furniture 
etc. recently ordered down for the Govt House at Singapore. The shippers would be Messrs 
Sherwood & Co and Baboo Budinath, Fort Adjutant’s Office, Fort William. Trusting that you 
will kindly excuse my making this request. 

Believe me 

Yours sincerely 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy 

M.P. 

To Captain Reddie 



Offg Secy to Govt of India 

Marine Dept 

Ft William 

Précis of a letter to Captain Alex Fraser, Supdt of the Alguada Reef Lighthouse, Moulmein d/29th 
October 1861 

Acknowledges receipt of his letter of the 21st August. States that the work is progressing 
satisfactorily. Recommends him to send down the "Walter Morris" in tow of a steamer towards 
the end of December when she could take away all the ready, and the remainder might be sent in 
January, a vessel being chartered to take her to Callagong {Chittagong?} 

M.P. 

Prẻcis and Extract from a letter to the R.C.Pinang 

Dated 24th Octr /61 

States that he has recommended the appointment of another assistant in Malacca which will give 
Plunkett another opening should it be granted; points out that Mr Waller wishes to join the 
police, he should try and make himself acquainted with the nature of the duties he is called upon 
to perform. Will sanction the proposed alteration in the "Mhor", if the expense can be met out of 
the sum assigned to her for contingencies; requests him to report the misconduct of Mr Clayton 
on the occasion of Mr Williams proceeding on board of the "Mhor". 

"I have forwarded through you an answer to the Rajah of Perak’s letter on the subject of the lease 
of the new Krean district to Lewis. I wish it to be distinctly understood that I have no objection 
to the arrangement, and that in fact it meets with my approval, though at the same time, I have no 
wish to interfere or support Lewis in any of his proceedings that may be opposed to the auctions 
{sanctions?} and usages of the Country, and may lead to the outbreak of any disturbances. 

As to the subordinate Chiefs, it must be distinctly intimated to them that we recognise no 
authority but that of the Rajah, and no communications from anyone else on Political Matter 
should be received. This was the course I prescribed to Lewis in February/1960, when the 
dispute first commenced. Considering the present state of the country, I have no doubt that it 
would be beneficial both for us and for the Rajah to have the Krean district under European 
superintendence, but I do not consider that Lewis acted Judiciously in omitting to conciliate the 
Rajah Muda. Had he given him an annual present all would have gone well." 

Considers that the piece of ground alluded to by him as required by Moniot should be sold in the 
usual way by auction; requests him to send Braddell’s note regarding the Land recovered from 
the sea and desires him to give Mitchell a hint to study Law and Malay. 

24/10/61 M.P. 



Note to Mr Lewis d/ 24th October 1861 

To the same purport as above letter to the R.C.Pinang — so far as regards the Krian district and 
advising him to come to terms with the Rajah Muda of Perak and others his opponents. 

Précis of a letter to the Hon’ble Major Man R.C.Pinang 

D/ 8th Novr 1861 

Desires him to submit his budget estimate as soon as possible; mentions that the "Tonze" may 
have to be relieved by the "Mohr" as the former has had hard work lately; considers the Engineer 
of the "Mohr" right to apologize to Mr Wiseham for his disrespect. 

"As regards the Krean business I am of opinion that as far as possible it is to our interest to 
support Lewis; the district is a valuable one and if well administered Pinang must profit as all the 
produce must come to that Port. For some time past there have been disputes regarding the 
Management of the Province, and last year when the Rajah Mudah sent me a letter on the subject 
I declined to acknowledge his authority in any way and directed Lewis to intimate to him that the 
British Government only recognised one ruler. It would never do for us to enter into 
correspondence with subordinate Chiefs whilst there can be no doubt that it is advisable that we 
should countenance every legitimate effort to increase European influence in the Malay States." 

(sd) O.Cavenagh 

Lewis if possible should conciliate the Rajah Mudah by the offer of an annual payment. 

My dear Mr Cochet, 

I regret to say that it has been brought to my notice that much annoyance has been occasioned to 
some of the inhabitants of Singapore by the conduct of the man in charge of the horses ex 
"Calvados", who have been seen in a state of perfect nudity bathing close to a public road. I shall 
therefore feel obliged by your requesting the Officer in Command of the Party to confine the 
exercise of the horses to the neighborhood of New Harbour so as to avoid giving any future 
cause for complaint. Indeed he should not have entered the town in the first instance without 
communicating with the Commissioner of Police and making himself acquainted with the 
Municipal Regulations. 

Believe me 

Yours sincerely 

Novr 18th True Copy 

M.P. 

To L Cochet Esqr 



French Consul 

My dear Mr d’Almeida, 

I have this moment received your brother’s letter on the subject of the confiscated gunpowder. It 
would have afforded me pleasure to have taken your claims for a remission of the forfeiture into 
consideration had I the power of doing so, but such is not the case, and as the Law now stands I 
should be acting illegally. 

Under the provisions of the Charter I have the power of recruiting {remitting?} all fines ordered 
to be levied by the Court of General and Quarter Sessions, and by Act 18 of 1855 I have 
authority to grant pardons reprieves and remissions of punishments awarded by any Court or 
officer within the Straits Settlements, but although the powder in question was confiscated in 
consequence of a decision passed by the Marine Magistrate, it was not confiscated by him but in 
accordance with Section xxxv of Act xxii of 1855, which rules that all powder found within the 
harbour limits shall be forfeited — the order is imperative leaving no discretionary power with 
the Government. Hence the only remedy is to obtain a reversal of the decision of the Magistrate 
as regards the punishments awarded to the Captain, where I presume the Judge would have the 
power of ordering the restoration of the powder, but even on this point I should be afraid to 
express a very decided opinion. Since my conversation with your brother at my office the matter 
has had my careful attention and I have not failed to take due measures to satisfy myself of the 
precise bearings. 

(True Copy) (sd) O.C. 

19th Novr 1861 M.Protheroe 

To Joachim d’Almeida Esqr 

My dear Lireman, 

In returning this list I think it right to point out to you that were you to carry out your Idea, you 
would merely revert to the Old System which you so strongly and justly deprecated and establish 
in the office a second Srenevasaloo Pillay. No servant of the State ought to be allowed to take 
any contract in order to raise his salary if it is too low. To remove him from temptation bring the 
matter to notice with a recommendation for an increase; this is the only way to improve his 
position. 

3/12/61 

True Copy M.P> O.Cavenagh 

Singapore 

4th Dec. 1861 



My dear Sir, 

I am quite ashamed to find how long I have allowed your kind note of the 26th September to 
remain unanswered. I am much obliged for your promise to take an opportunity of making 
arrangements relative to the proceedings of the Ex.Sultan of Linga. In the hands of any Foreign 
European Power he might be able to cause much mischief in the Peninsula, where at present as 
far as I can ascertain everything is quiet. 

Our neighbours at Saigon will require a watchful eye upon them for some time to come, and I 
trust that your suggestion will be approved of at the Foreign Office. As a colony Saigon is a dead 
loss and consequently it can only be held with the view of exerting political influence and as an 
offensive post. 

The Prime Minister wrote to the Resident Councillor on the subject of the trial of his Engineer 
and I authorized his replying through you to mention any assistance he might be able to render in 
obtaining the services of respectable men of this description he would always be happy to afford. 
If Englishmen are to enter the service of Native Princes it certainly is necessary that they should 
be well behaved men and it is not advisable the Siamese should entertain {engage?} Men at 
Singapore without first obtaining some knowledge as to their character, upon which point the 
Master Attendant might generally be able to give information. 

I have heard from Calcutta that it is possible the "Hooghly" will be replaced by a more powerful 
steamer in the course of this cold season. No Man of War has as yet arrived from China. 

Believe me 

Sd O Cavenagh 

True Copy  

M.Protheroe 

To Sir R Schombergh 

Consul at Siam 

Précis of a letter to the hon’ble Captain Playfair 

Offg R.C.Malacca d/ 4/12/61 

Was pleased with the account of his trip to Batang Malacca and considers he acted judiciously 
there. Will sanction a reward to Tunkoo Aman when the request is officially submitted. Is 
puzzled about the situation of the Police Tharmah at Batang Malacca and desires that the 
position be not changed without due thought. Desires to know whether any steps have been taken 
to recover some 4 or 5 rupees due from the Revd W.Wright on account of table money. 



(sd) O.C. 

Singapore 

9th December 1861 

My dear Playfair, 

I hasten to send you a few lines in reply to yours of the 6th Inst. I have examined the Treaty and 
there is nothing init apparently to shew that the line drawn by Mr. Quinton is correct or that the 
pencil line does not denote the exact frontier. According to the Treaty the first line should be 
drawn from Bukit Putoos to Bukit Ulu Batang Malang and from Batang Malacca in a straight 
line towards from Bukit Putoos to Gunong Ledang. If the people on this side of the pencil line 
have always been accustomed to consider themselves as our subjects and their right to do so has 
been acknowledged by the authorities at Johole, we should hardly now be justified in altering 
without very strong grounds the Long Established line of frontier and handing over to another 
Government persons who have been recognised as British subjects. Of course if any objection to 
the location of the Police Office were to be urged by the Johole authorities on the plea of its 
being beyond the frontier, these objections should immediately receive all due consideration, but 
otherwise I hardly fancy it would be proper for us to abandon what has so long been apparently 
considered as British territory. 

I hope the mineral specimens you have sent may turn out to be copper. A mine of that ore would 
prove very valuable to Malacca. 

I am sorry to hear of the non discovery of the perpetrators of the two murders and trust that after 
all the Police ultimately prove successful in their endeavors to trace them. 

Yours sincerely 

O Cavenagh 

True Copy 

M.Protheroe 

Singapore 

12th December 

My dear Playfair, 

I have recently been referring to the correspondence on the subject of our Boundary line with 
Johole and find that subsequently to the first treaty a deed was executed by the Punghulu of 
Johole making over to the British the Whole of the District of Gemanchi. This gift however was 
not accepted and a letter dated 23rd August 1833 was sent by Mr. Ibbetson to the Punghulu 



through the R.C.Malcca, to the effect that we did not desire any extension of territory, that the 
Boundary line should run from Bukit Putoos to Bukit Batang Malacca and thence to Gunong 
Ladang, and that he hoped he would render assistance in getting the boundary defined to prevent 
any future misunderstanding.  

Now it is quite possible that on the receipt of this letter, some measures were taken both by the 
Authorities at Malacca and the above Chief, and that the frontier now recognised by the Natives 
was then laid down, in which case it is the one that should be adopted. No point on Bukit Batang 
Malacca was specified by Mr. Ibbetson, and it is therefore clear that the Exact spot to which the 
line from Bukit Putoos was to be drawn, was then undefined. It is always dangerous to raise a 
question of jurisdiction unless the matter is beyond a doubt, whilst here apparently the testimony 
of the people is in favor of our rights and it had not even been disputed by the Chief. 

I hope your budget has been despatched, as the statements from Singapore and Pinang have been 
received. The P.W.D. allotment can be filled in here for the Chief Engineer’s Office. 

Yours sincerely, 

O.Cavenagh 

To the Hon’ble Capt Playfair 

R.C.Malacca 

True Copy M. Protheroe 

14th Decr 1861 

My dear Collyer, 

The tiled verandah round the Sepoy Hospital is unnecessary at present. A new verandah was only 
put up a few months ago and it must last until it requires renewal. 

If the two wells with their pumps will supply sufficient water for Fort canning, the Guttering and 
Reservoir might for the present be disposed with, or at all events only partially used for the 
officers’ Quarters above. 

The ponies for the mountain train can at present remain where they are. The guns are not 
attached to the European Company and would be close to the Arsenal with the guard, 
establishment etc. 

If you can find a suitable house the new Police Tharmah might be postponed, but you will have 
to allow for the rent. I believe there is one available in a good position. Mr Robertson can give 
you all particulars and mention the rent for which you will have to provide. 



The North Campong Malacca roads alluded to are I presume those just below Institution Hill. It 
is possible that we may get the work done by Private parties, allowing them the ground for a 
trifling sum with a quit rent, on the condition that they filled up according to Plan. I do not quite 
understand your Estimate as with the Wall it costs only $11,700, but without it nearly double the 
sum. The North Campong Wall should be completed with Entrance of the Creek, and Proprietors 
can then be called upon to pay up, and if they do not do {so?}, the land will be resold. You might 
perhaps include the whole distance to the Coal sheds in the Estimate but assign only the requisite 
portion for the Budget for 1862/63, the remainder being finished in 1863/64. The mouth of the 
creek must be left open thus: 
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These reductions will enable you to complete the Water Works which are very necessary. The 
Hospital out offices are the only buildings for which money must be reserved at Tanglin, as they 
are absolutely necessary to enable us to receive a Regiment. The other works might be entered 
but no assignment made. 

Have you taken any credit for any convict labor in your river Wall Estimate? Here it would be 
useful. The Bomb proof for Fort canning should be entered even although no money is reserved 
for it. 

Where are the gun lascars now? Their barracks seem somewhat expensive for a small detail. 

Yours very sinly 

True Copy Sd O.C. 

M.Protheroe 



Singapore 18th Decr 

Précis of a letter to Captain Reddie, Secy to Govt Mar Dep. 

Acknowledges receipt of his letter of 20th Ult; informs him that the question of substituting a 
more powerful steamer for the "Hooghly" was mooted some months ago. Mentions that Mr 
Clayton has tendered his resignation which was accepted and that the services of a second and 
third class Engineer had been secured in his Stead. States his intention of applying for the same 
establishment in the case of Mr Oliver’s resigning his appointment and intimates that the officers 
and crew of the "Hooghly" could be transferred to any other vessel that might be ordered to 
relieve her or might take her up to Calcutta and bring down the relieving steamer. 

M.P. 

Singapore 

18th Decr 1861 

My dear Sir, 

I deem it right to send you these few lines to mention that the Island of Pulo Condore in the 
China Sea off the Coast of Cochin China has been taken possession of by a party of French 
troops from the Force at Saigon. This Island was formerly a British \settlement but abandoned by 
us in 1704, since which period I presume it has been considered as belonging to the Cochin 
Chinese Empire. In case of war it would be well situated for interrupting our commerce as the 
greater number of vessels trading with China pass {within?} rather a short distance of it. Out 
worthy allies appear now to be permanently establishing themselves in this Quarter. 

By this Mail I have despatched an Official Memo in notification of an error in the Report on our 
relations with Native States which will I trust reach you in time to admit of the necessary 
connection {correction?} being made. 

I was very glad to find that Mr Ritchie’s opinion so entirely coincides with my own as to our 
jurisdiction over the Straits; in no place is the channel between the Island and the Mainland more 
than three miles broad. 

Yours etc. 

True Copy sd. O.C. 

18/12/61 M.Protheroe 

Colonel Durand C.B. 

Secy to the Govt of India 



Précis of a letter to Col Yule Secy to Govt of India 

Acknowledges receipt of his letter of 28th Ult. States that he was unable to report Col Collyer’s 
intended resignation, and mentions the return of Captain McNair who has been studying 
practically at home and had visited several Convict Jails. 

M.P. 

Singapore 

23rd Decr 1861 

My dear Sir Hercules, 

I have for some time past been thinking of recommending the reduction of my Treasury 
Establishments and the adoption of the Colonial System of keeping a Public Account with one or 
two of the Chartered banks. I have however been unable to ascertain the course to be pursued in 
order to exercise over such establishments the supervision necessary in order to guard against the 
probability of loss, and should therefore esteem it a great favor if you would kindly supply me 
with a copy of any Rules there may be in force at Hong Kong bearing on this subject. 

Yours very truly 

(sd) O.C. 

True Copy 

M.Protheroe 

Singapore 

23rd Decr 1861 

My dear Playfair, 

As far as I am able to judge at present you appear to have mistaken our position with respect to 
the boundary between our territories and Johole. Had that boundary never been defined and we 
were now called upon by our neighbour to lay down a line in accordance with the treaty, 
doubtless you would be quite correct in drawing such a line thro’ the highest parts of the 
mountains by which the Frontier is marked, but such seemingly is not the case. A frontier line in 
no way opposed to the letter of the Treaty if not actually defined by Commissioners, a point not 
clearly proved by the records, has at least been recognised by both States for about 20 years. No 
doubts have ever been expressed by the Chief of Johole as to its being incorrect {correct?}, and 
the people on one side of it have always considered themselves as British subjects. Hence we 
should not be justified in mooting the question solely because it does not agree with the line 



drawn by our Surveyor under the supposition that it ought to have run through a certain part of a 
prominent hill. 

It is clear from the letters received from Johole that they were anxious we should take the whole 
of Gumanchi and consequently, if the Chief came down as requested by the Governor to mark 
out the boundary in communication with Mr. Gailing, it is quite possible that he may have taken 
the rear of the hills instead of their summits as the points through which the line should be 
drawn. In Province Wellesley our Frontier is anything but straight, still our rights cannot be 
doubted, having been marked out by the Siamese Ambassadors. etc. etc. 

Yours sincerely 

(sd) O.C. 

True Copy 

M Protheroe 

Singapore 

23rd December 1861 

My dear Sir Hope Grant, 

I trust you will kindly excuse my writing these few lines to solicit your kind influence in behalf 
of the claim of my A.D.C. to be admitted to the Staff Corps. In October 1860 my former A.D.C., 
having been removed to another appointment, I made enquiries regarding the qualifications of 
the different officers serving in the Straits, and the event led me to offer the vacant berth to Lt. 
Protheroe of the 40th N.I., then almost a perfect stranger to me. The Officer omg his Corps 
however having objected to his removal owing to the scarcity of Officers, it was arranged with 
the Brigadier Commanding that he should merely act on my staff, and his services remained 
available for Court Martial and other duty of that description and he remained in this position 
until a short time ago, when he was permanently appointed Secy and A.D.C. with effect from the 
date on which he assumed charge of the duties of the office. Hence, had it not been for the 
exigencies of the Service, he would have been on the Staff before the date of the Royal Warrant, 
and consequently could not have claimed admittance into that Staff Corps. Now however his 
claim has been negatived on the plea that he was not on the Staff when the Warrant was issued 
and has not completed the three years Regimental duty required from outsiders. Hence his 
service from October 1861, though both Staff and Regimental is not apparently to count as either 
one or the other, a decision that may militate seriously against his future advancement, and 
against which I have therefore officially appealed. I need not say that I shall feel grateful for any 
support you may be able to give to my representation. 

Yours sincerely 

Sd O.C. 



True Copy 

M.Protheroe 

To 

Lt General Sir Hope Grant G.C.B. 

C. in C. 

Madras 

Précis of a letter to the R.C.Pinang d/ 24th Decr 1861 

Thanks him for his letter of the 18th inst; refers to the transfer of the Settlement and explains his 
views with regard to the Local Military force, to be kept up in the Atraits. States that Mr Clayton 
has refused to rejoin his appointment and trusts that something will shortly be settled about the 
Krean Lands. 

Précis of a letter to Capt Haughton Supdt of Fort Blair 

Acknowledges receipt of his letter of the 17th Augt and states that the seedlings will be sent from 
Pinang. 

M.P. 

My dear Read, 

Thinking over our conversation of the other day, it struck me that no reference was made to the 
Claim of the Tumongong of {to?}Muar. Now whatever his claims may be, they will have to be 
taken into consideration, and it would be unjust to fling him aside altogether. Although our 
Government might feel disposed to take over the Govt of Moar, paying all surplus revenue to the 
Sultan, I hardly think just at present it will feel disposed to pay down a larger sum on the chance 
of their being a surplus. 

Yours sincerely 

(sd) O.C. 

True Copy 

M.Protheroe 

W.H.Read Esqre 

Précis of a letter to Col Collyer Ch. Eng. 



Dated 6th January 1862 

Mentions that he has traversed the route via Batu Barundun to Durian Tungul, which requires 
levelling but is otherwise substantial. Wishes to reopen an old road between Durian Toongul and 
Aloor Gadjah and states that the new Jail which is now open should have an upper 
communication between the Jailer’s Quarters and the Guard room; states that the former is 
already connected with the centre building, the Debtors Jail, by a gallery and a similar one 
should connect the latter building with the Guard Room. Requests him to send up Bennett to 
superintend the erection of the iron bridge. 

M.P. 

Précis of a letter to Lt Col Collyer Ch Eng 10/1/62 

With regard to Mr Schreiber’s demands points out that there was a jug broken of one set and a 
toothbrush stand of another which he will pay for himself. Tables alluded to were sent to the 
Convict Departt. Billiard table was found full of white ants last 24th May by Mr. Stewart when he 
removed it. This is a matter to be submitted to arbitration. All other articles to be repaired in the 
Convict Departt, such as chairs which may have become unglued etc. Whitewashing where 
necessary ,ay be executed by the Convict Dept.. Following articles not in the list signed by 
Playfair. Lamp with glass drops, small jug and basin, Stand in the lamp room and a second 
teapoy in the verandah. Acknowledges receipt of budget. Finds great want of supervision in the 
Interior. Considers it advisable that Evans should send in monthly statements of his several 
journeys. 

MP 

Précis of a letter to Col Macpherson R C Singapore 

d/15th/1/62 

If the Brigadier can start at an earlier date from Singapore than the 10th Febry, wishes "Hooghly" 
to tow the Bishop of Calcutta back to Pinang by her; if not desires him to arrange for the "Tonze" 
to tow the Bp to the Torch Lightship, and upon hearing from him the R.C., the "Mohr" would be 
sent down to meet him there. Desires him to obtain from the "Pioneer" any admiralty order 
regarding the firing of minute guns for Prince Albert’s death and he can act upon it. Approves of 
his having made the advance to the Alguada Reef Lighthouse. If a formal order is necessary for 
the consecration of the Church desires him to give it as Secy to Govt and forward draft of his 
letter for record in this Office. Asks whether Jeam Chuan ever recovered the deed of cession of 
Cape Rachado. 

15/1/62 M.Protheroe 

D O to Mr Grey Secy to Govt of India, H D, regarding Kim Sing’s and Yeam Chuan’s claims to 
purchase of land in Malacca at Rs 5 per acre. 



21/1/62 

Two letters received one from Mr Lonch No 12, Buckingham Street, Adelphi, London of 18th 
Nov 1861, and the second from Mrs Harriet Green, No 30, Regent Street, Cambridge, of Novr 
15th, enquiring after one A W Green who died in Hospital at Singapore. Replies sent to both of 
the above from Pinang dated 23rd January 1862 

M.P. 

Précis of a letter to the Hon’ble Col Macpherson R C Singapore of 25th Janry 62 

Hopes he has made arrangements for placing the "Singapore" under the Master Attendant’s 
department and relieving the crew employed to watch his firing the minute guns on account of 
Prince Albert’s death, as the notification made no mention of this, and an order for minute guns 
can only be issued by the G.G. in C. Capt. Strode was requested to show the despatches relative 
to the respect to be shewn to the memory of the deceased Prince, as he would then have been 
justified, in the absence of directions from Calcutta in acting upon them. However will 
endeavour to get over the mistake by merely republishing the Governor General’s orders and not 
issuing any further one himself. 

Requests him to inform Brigadier Babington that he has directed Colonel Bayley to hold his 
orders in abeyance. Informs him that the "Mohr" will leave there on Monday to tow the Bishop 
up from the Torch. Desires to know if he has made any further enquiries regarding the modus 
operandi of the banks in the event of the Treasury being transferred to one of them. Did not see 
Mr Parker. Requests a memo of the price of the pistol given to Syed Aman at Singapore as the 
matter is to be reported to the Supreme Govt. Desires him to mention to McNair that his 
coachman can leave, making over charge of all the stable appurtenances, including livery to 
Campbell’s coachman, as also the balance of money for the horse food etc. 

M.P. 

Précis of a letter to Lt Col Collyer Chief Eng. 

Singapore of 25th/1/62 

As he did not forward a Medical certificate from Cowpar has alluded to his demi official in his 
letter granting him leave to go by the 22nd Feby Steamer. With regard to Schreiber’s demand, if it 
is in accordance with the terms of the lease it must be paid, but he has written to McNair for a list 
of the Articles injured by his own family, so that the Expenses may not fall on Govt. Mentions 
that only one table has been injured and that was through the falling in of the ceiling. Concurs 
with Hunter thinking that sufficient labour is not got out of the convicts; trusts he will send up 
the design of the Church Tower before leaving. 

25/1/62 M.P. 

Extract from a letter to Sir R B McCausland Recorder of Spore 



"Will you kindly oblige me by favoring me with your opinion as to the merits of the 
accompanying Petition from a prisoner now in the House of Correction at Malacca. 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy 

M.Protheroe 

Pinang 

27th January/ 62 

My dear Sir 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your interesting letter of the 23rd ult which 
owing to my absence from Singapore I have not had an earlier opportunity of answering. The 
fact of the seizure of Condore I had previously brought to the notice of the Governor General, 
but your letter contains much information on many points, some perfectly new to me, and others 
regarding which my intelligence has hitherto been of rather a vague description, being derived 
from rumours afloat amongst the Mercantile community. 

French commerce does not, as far as I can judge, require the protection of a large Force in these 
seas, nor is it in any way increasing. Hence it is clear that the present proceedings of our worthy 
neighbours can only be attributed to some aggressive design, and that design whatever it may be, 
must if successfully carried out be prejudicial to our interests. It is quite possible that the 
disturbed state of Poland and the collapse of the French Financial System may for the present 
have baffled the machinations of the two autocrats. No alliance between them can ever bode but 
evil to England, and I entertain little doubt that such an alliance will be formed on the first 
favourable opportunity, and if Mr Seaward and his party should be rash enough to plunge their 
country into war with us, and however such a proceeding may appear, it is right that we should 
be prepared for it. This favourable opportunity will ere long be afforded. When the Officer 
ordered to relieve Admiral Hope arrives at Singapore I shall not fail to make him fully 
acquainted with the strength of the French Naval Force of which I keep a detailed list. 

I have seen it mentioned in the papers that immediately upon the possibility of a rupture with 
America becoming known an augmentation was ordered to the Chinese fleet and that several 
Frigates and other vessels were expected to leave without delay for this quarter. At present the 
Americans have only one small gunboat, the "Saginau", in these Waters and a Northern Privateer 
furnished with Letters of Marque. As I understand expected these two could of course be easily 
disposed of, but it is probable that letters of Marque may be sent out to several of these Merchant 
Vessels over whose movements it may be necessary to keep a watch. 

I should be much obliged for any information you might be able to afford me regarding any 
vessels now at Bangkok, more especially as to which Division North or South of the States they 
belong. 



Ere this the Prussian Ambassador Count Enlenburg {Eulenburg?}will I presume have left for 
|Singapore. I shall be glad to hear that he has succeeded in the objects of his Mission. You will I 
am sure have much enjoyed the story of the Mission. 

(sd) O.C. 

True Copy 

M.P. 

Précis of a letter to the Governor of Labuan 

of Pinang 28th January 1862 

Points out that as yet he has been unable to supply Mr Patmore’s place but will write to 
Singapore and direct the Executive Engineers to send over a man and communicate direct with 
him on the subject to save time. Mentions that the "Pioneer" has gone to Batavia and that the 
Royal Navy have been directed to make all reliefs of troops in Labuan and perform any political 
duties necessary in the China Sea. 

M.P. 

Précis of a letter to Col Collyer Ch Eng of 1/2/62 

Considers that with regard to the Church it wd. Be better to raise the platform of the communion 
table to the level of the portion under the apse. Mentions that he ordered Hilliard to make the 
weir for the watercourse 6 inches lower than in the plan and requested him to send in our 
estimate for the repair of the Sluice gate of the fort ditch. 

M.P. 

Letter of Captain McNair per "Arracan" regarding Govt House furniture and his appointment. 
Also requests him to have a list made of all the furniture in Campbell’s house. 

Précis of a letter to the R.C.Singapore dated 2/2/62 

Requests that every assistance may be given to Captain Fraser and that he may be allowed the 
services of the "Tonze". Remarks upon some of the items upon the Bill for the prosecution of the 
junks, the charges not apparently being for the performance of duties of a strictly legal nature. 
States that the necessary orders will be issued hereafter as to the disposal of the $400 received 
from the Tumongong on account of the Padang piracy. 

Précis of a letter from H.H. the Governor to Lt Col Collyer Ch Eng S.S. of 11/2/62 

Is sorry to hear that the Captain’s Quarters are not progressing at Tanglin; considers that there is 
no immediate hurry for the alteration of the seats in the Church. Desires him to put up the Lord’s 



Prayer and Beliefs on their arrival. Supposes he does not intend to complete the height of the 
Rachado’s Lighthouse tower as Stanton considers it high enough. Intends to visit the Juru bridge 
next week; has no opinion of Mr Scully and if there has been any neglect on his part will 
recommend his return to Madras. Forwards letter given below. 

Penamg 12th/2/62 

My dear Collyer 

I cannot allow you to leave my Government without expressing my thanks for the valuable aid I 
have so often received from you. This aid has not been confined merely to matters connected 
strictly with your professional duties, but has always been most readily accorded on every 
occasion by your being able in any way to advance the interests of the Settlement. 

I need make no remarks with regard to your professional abilities, for they have been 
acknowledged by authorities much better able to judge of your attainments as an Engineer than 
myself, but I deem it right to place on record my testimony as to the unremitting zeal and energy 
with which those abilities have been exercised during the period of your connection with the 
Straits and I do not hesitate to state that I consider your departure as a public loss. 

Trusting that you will regain your health and wishing you every joy in our native land. 

Believe me 

Yours very sinly 

To Col Collyer Sd O.C. 

Ch Eng SS 

Précis of a letter of 10th Febry 1862 to the R C Singapore. 

2. If the "Tonze" cannot proceed to Malacca a crew for the Singapore gunboat must be formed 
and that vessel sent up to effect the Torch Relief if soon necessary; if not the "Mohr" can be sent 
down for the purpose or the relief effected by the "Hooghly" on her way up. 

3. Requests him to send a copy of Stanton’s letters to Collyer. 

4. Approves of his acting in concert with the Navy in lowering the flag. 

5. As there are no instructions respecting the Japanese Ambassadors, the precedent of the 
Siamese Ambassadors can only be acted upon and therefore he will be quite right in providing 
accommodation for them during their stay in Singapore; suggests the house taken for the Sultan 
of Tringanu. 



6. Mentions that Sir R Schomburgh has promised to watch the Sultan of Linga and will write to 
him regarding the disturbances in Pahang if the Sultan of Tringanu or the Rajah of Kelantan are 
concerned; approves of his having warned the latter on this matter. 

7. Presumes that Abu Bakr will conclude the treaty between Johore and Pahang recently 
sanctioned; mentions that the stipend of the Tumongong must cease pending further instructions 
from the Govt of India. 

8. Wd. Be sorry to hear of the arrest of the Sultan but does not think it possible to assist him. 

9. States that the letter regarding the guns refers to the three gunboats, so Abu Bakr cannot retain 
those under his charge. 

10. Usual authority for him to sit and act in Court will be sent down. 

11. Intimates that no charge can be made in a Government Church without Government sanction. 

12. Considers that he has acted more judiciously with regard to the Chinese Family. 

13. With regard to the Institution Hill considers that the Trustees had no other course open to 
them though he considers the proceedings somewhat unjust to Dr Little. 

14. Desires him to keep one set of the works sent out by Mr. Blundell as they can subsequently 
be made over to Malacca for Cape Rachado. 

15. Regrets to hear of Captain Wilkinson’s state of health; in case of his death considers the 
arrangement he proposes a good one. Wrights to act as Master Attendant and Noyes to command 
the "Hooghly", but it would be necessary to look out for a commander for the "Tonze". If 
Dunman does not intend remaining for any length of time after his return in the Service Ames 
will be confirmed. 

16. Arrangement for the relief at Labuan. "Hooghly" to go to Pinang after landing the Judge and 
return taking to Spore the Company of the 20th for Labuan, and after landing them at Singapore 
to take one compy of the 40th to Malacca;to come on again to Pinang with one compy of the 20th 
from Malacca, return for the Recorder and then come back bringing the other company of the 
20th from Malacca, and dropping a compy of the 40th there en route. Presumes that Chesney will 
be sent for trial to Madras. 

M.P. 

11/2/62 

Precis to Captain Lireman D.A.C.G. 



Cannot do anything for his conductor unless he can do without his conicoply and writer paid for 
by this Govt and then some increase might be allowed; suggests his again representing the matter 
to the new Comy General Madras. 

M.P. 

My dear Sir Richard, 

I have the pleasure to return with many thanks the copy of the evidence in the case of the 
Prisoner Lee Ah Yet. It is quite possible that he may not have been aware of the criminality of 
his act, it being as you say difficult to convince Asiatics that Slave dealing or rather the purchase 
of a concubine is a crime. On this score on some future date if he conducts himself well some 
slight mitigation of the punishment might be allowed, but for the present certainly it could not be 
contemplated for an instant. 

Sd O.C. 

To Sir R B McCausland 

Recorder Spore 

Pinang 12/2/62 

Letter to W H Read Esqre of 15th Febry 1862 

Acknowledges receipt of his letter of 22nd ult. 

I have received the communication from the Sultan relative to the transfer of Moar, but I am 
much afraid in the present state of the country and our ignorance as to its actual resources that his 
terms will be considered too high to admit of his offer being accepted. 

Although it is true that the Tumongong of Muar is a chief of no very great pretensions, yet it 
cannot be denied that for years past he and his forefathers exercised absolute rule over the 
country, whilst the sway of the Sultan has been merely nominal, and indeed for a long time his 
claims to sovereignty were allowed to remain dominant {dormant?} and no attempt was ever 
made to enforce them. Had I a tabula rasa, such as existed in General Butterworth’s time, to 
operate upon, my line of policy would certainly have been to have supported the Sultan’s 
pretensions and have governed Johore by a British Political officer, acting in his name, and in 
this moreover exercising influence over the surrounding native states, but the day for this {is?} 
past. The States have become disunited and notwithstanding the assertions of the intriguers by 
whom he is surrounded, and by whom what {ever?} means the poor man possessed have been 
dissipated, the Sultan’s influence over the Malayan Peninsula has, I can assure you, ceased to 
have any existence, and can no longer be restored. Hence it is necessary that another course 
should be pursued in order to build together the bundle of sticks styled the Malayan States. This 
course as far as I can judge is to induce the several chiefs to enter with our sanction into treaties 
with one another, under the provisions of which our Govt. being recognised as the paramount 



power, shall be constituted the arbitrator in all disputes, whilst a system of mutual reference shall 
be established. How far I shall be able to succeed in carrying out my views, it would at present 
be premature to say, but I hope in time to obtain the desired object. 

Our worthy allies appear to be now going ahead at Saigon and I dare say great improvements 
will be effected in the course of a few years. Still looking at the speculation in a purely 
mercantile point of view, will it pay? That is the great question, and I must say I entertain great 
doubts on that head. Cut off as they are from all support, they must always maintain a large force 
to guard their territories from attack. The Expense of this force must be very great, far greater 
than the measure to be received from the Settlement is ever likely to be able to cover. 

As a commercial entrepôt there is little probability of Saigon ever becoming of much importance 
in the hands of the French. Hence its chief value must be politically as a menace to our trade in 
case of war. At the same time I really think that for some time to come at least we are quite safe 
from a rupture with France. I truly believe that the Emperor, however ready to commence 
hostilities, should he consider it necessary in order to maintain his own position, is really 
desirous of peace. The state of his finances must not only impose some restrictions on the 
expenditure of France but also in a measure constitutionalizing her form of Government, a 
change which must materially affect her relations with us, and tend to produce an amicable 
feeling between the two Nations. 

By your account Pulo Condor is not a very desirable acquisition, and as we relinquished 
apparently our rights so long ago, I fancy they are not likely to be revived. 

In the event of the vessels you mention leaving for Europe and China the Naval Force will be 
considerably reduced, a proof that at present it is not likely to be used against us. 

(sd) O.C. 

True Copy 

M.Protheroe 

Pinang 17/2/62 

My dear Sir, 

I have the pleasure to enclose extracts from the letters received from Bangkok and Saigon which, 
as giving an account of the state of affairs at these places, may perhaps be deemed interesting. 

I believe that the question at issue between the French authorities and the Govt of Siam has been 
settled tho’ I have received no authentic information on the subject. If as stated by my 
correspondent, the French Naval Force I Cochin China is being rapidly reduced, it is clear that 
for the present, consequent doubtless on the financial crisis in France, all aggressive designs 
against our possessions in this quarter have been abandoned, though, except as a standing 
menace against our Eastern trade in case of war, it is difficult to imagine what object can exist 



for keeping up so useless and costly a Settlement. France has little or no commerce, whilst the 
expense of the large Military Force necessary to maintain their position in Cochin China, cut off 
as it is from all support, must far exceed any Revenue likely to be realized for years to come. 
Indeed the sum of money that has already been expended is enormous. 

I was glad to find that the Administration at Washington had not allowed their judgement to be 
overruled by passion and had acceded to our just demands. At present the United States have 
only one gunboat and one Privateer Steamer in these Seas, so that they could not have done 
much damage. By enlisting the services of a portion of the men of every Merchant Vessel in 
harbour to aid in working the guns in position, I should have been quite able to have protected 
the Shipping at Singapore, even from the attack of a Frigate. 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy 

M.Protheroe 

To Coll. Durand C.B. 

Secy to Govt: For: Dept. 

Calcutta 

Pinang 

15th Febry 62 

My dear Sir, 

I have the pleasure to forward herewith a B/L for Rs. 26 etc. etc. 

By this mail I have despatched an envelope containing a sample of the produce of the Egyptian 
cotton seed you kindly furnished me. I have not yet been able to visit the plantation, but hope to 
do so next week. Some of the plants are, I hear, thriving remarkably well though a good number 
were blighted owing to their having been very heavy rain shortly after the seed was put into the 
ground. The Gentleman who owns the plantation expressed himself however satisfied with the 
result of the Experiment, and possibly with greater experience of the nature of the climate any 
future trial may prove more successful. 

Sd. O C. 

To The Secy A.H.Society 

Calcutta 



Précis of a letter to the Hon’ble Lt Col Macpherson R C Singapore of 26th Febry 1862 

Is glad to hear that the Japanese Ambassadors have passed through and that little or no expense 
has been incurred on their account; care to be taken against hading over any ground to the Navy 
until the receipt of positive orders for the formation of a Dock Yard; desires him to send all 
letters he may receive as Secy to Govt up to this office for the Diaries; directs him to open all 
officials to his address; considers that if Read goes home, under Sec:xvii of Act xxvii Mr 
Woodford will have to be appointed in his place. Points out that Abu Bakr has been formally 
recognised Tumongong of Johore in the letter addressed to him after his father’s death; has 
already addressed the Supreme Government regarding the continuation of the pension to the 
Tumongong’s family. If the funnels for the "Tonze" do not come down by this Steamer, a new 
one should be made for her. Approves of his proposal for filling poor Wilkinson’s place; should 
anything happen to him, provided Fox is qualified to command the "Tonze"; does not approve of 
the position of the seats in St. Andrew’s Church. Hopes that the Artillery will soon move into 
Fort Canning. Enquires whether any offer has been received for the police Court. 

(sd) O.C. M.P. 

27/2/62 

Prêcis of a letter to the Hon’ble Captain Playfair Ag Resident Councillor Malacca 

Hopes to send him Malacca Land Rules and leave to sell the Land to Kim Sing and Yean Chuan 
by next P & O Mail to Spore. Mentions that Moniot and Quinton will probably be nominated 
commissioners of land under the vii Clause of the Land Act. Considers that there is no great 
hurry for the settlement of the boundary question and requests him to find out from the people 
what is generally considered the frontier between Malacca and Johole. Approves of his not 
having collected the revenue at 4 cents per gantang but desires him to make it known that this 
indulgence is not to form a precedent. Is of opinion that the appointment of gunners in the 
"Tonze" should be offered to the former Gunner of the "Singapore" Gunboat. Requests him to 
refer the question of retrenchment and a reply will be sent to the effect that he was ordered to 
perform both duties. Considers that the other retrenchment is incorrect and directs him to refer 
the Accountant General to Fin Rls No 33 of 29th April 1859 and G.O.G.G. of 17th Novr 1854 
Para 13. Reminds him to send down his police estimate for the ending year. Inquires how the 
works are going on in the H.C. Points out that he never attached a treasury receipt to the 
Statement of the amount paid into the Treasury on account of the labours of the local prisoners. 
Mentions that Tikang Bandar shd. Not have been allowed to go to Singapore and desires him not 
to interfere in the quarrel at present going on in Muar, as the Malays have justice on their side; 
British subjects to be warned against taking part in it. Directs him to inform the Acct General 
that the charge for rattans etc. could be defrayed out of the cost of articles sold but that under the 
new forms ordered by the Supreme Govt all charges and Receipts have to be separately exhibited 
and the latter paid into the Treasury without any reduction. 

M.P. 26/2/62 Sd O.C. 

Précis of a letter to Capt McNair Pinang 



Offg Ch Engineer S.S 26th febry 1862 

Enquires at to what is being done about the Fort ditch. Will be glad to hear that the Artillery have 
been moved into Fort Canning as Cholera is flying about Spore. Writes to know how the sea wall 
is getting on and asks whether arrangements have been made for the continuation of a small pier. 

Sd O.C. 

M.P. 

Précis of a letter to Lt Col Yule Secy to Govt of India P.W.D. 26th Febry 1862 

As Collyer was very unwell and the Doctors recommended his departure reports his having 
sanctioned his departure. McNair being appointed to act as Ch Eng subject to confirmation until 
the arrival of Collyer’s successor. In appointing the successor desires that he may be styled Secy 
to Govt: S.S. and not Sec: to the Governor, a similar change having been made in the Gl. 
Department 

M.P. 27/2/62 sd O.C. 

Précis of a letter to Sir R B McCausland 

Informs him that he has thanked the Bombay Govt. for sending back Fatimah and requests him 
to send down his copy of the Charter corrected as soon as possible. 

27/2/62 M.P. (sd) O.C. 

Saturday 

1st March 1862 

My dear Mackay, 

I have the pleasure to return the testimonials received with your note. I can assure you I needed 
not their perusal to induce me to accord my hearty support to any application you may submit for 
the appointment of Archdeacon in the event of the office being established and the bishop 
honouring me by consulting with me on the subject. 

I deem it right however to mention that there is one chaplain whose claims on public grounds, for 
my personal, acquaintance with him is slight, I should consider superior to your own, Mr 
Norman. I believe however there would be little prospect of his becoming a candidate for 
preferment in the Straits as he has no wish to leave the scene of his arduous labours in 1857/58 
where he did so much to alleviate the misery of the Sick and distressed amongst our European 
troops and their families. 

Yours etc 



Sd/ O.C. 

True Copy 

M.Protheroe 

The Revd J Mackay B.D. 

My dear Mr Campbell, 

I shall of course be most happy to record my support by any measures having for its object the 
collection of subscriptions with {to the?} Albert Memorial fund. At the same time it appears to 
me that it would be premature to enter into any arrangement for the purpose until the receipt of a 
communication on the subject from the Home Committee. As regards, for instance, the amount 
of subscription much must depend upon the nature of the Memorial, a point upon which we are 
at present perfectly ignorant, the question, if I mistake not, not having been decided when the 
Mail left. The subscription required for a mere statue would differ materially from that needed 
for some large Public Institution. I have little doubt that as usual on such occasions I shall 
receive by the next Mail a communication from the Home Committee specifying the purpose to 
which subscriptions are to be appropriated and requesting my aid in making it known to residents 
in the Straits. In the even of such being the case the necessary notification would be made in the 
Gazette and most probably a committee of Gentlemen be formed for the purpose of receiving 
subns and corresponding with the Committee in England, this having been the case pursued with 
respect to the Wellington Fund which was established under similar circumstances. 

(sd) O.C. 

True Copy 

M.Protheroe 

To R Campbell Esq 

Ch: Mer: Bank 

Pinang 

Letter to Col Macpherson directing him to send up the "Hooghly" again as soon as possible 

Pinang 

8th March 1862 M.P. 



Private Letter Book 

Volume IV 

From the 12th March 1862 

To the 1st September 1862 

Precis of a letter to the Hon’ble Col Macpherson R C Singapore d/ 12/3/62 

Remarks that he forgot to enclose the letter for brought from Siam by the Dutch Envoy; is glad to 
find that the Siamese are inclined to employ English. Supposes that Mr Bateman will make 
satisfactory arrangements regarding the earthwork of the sea wall. Has offered the vacant berth 
of Dy C to Mr Waller at Pinang. Fears there is no hope of relieving the Chinese woman. If 
Dunman were to resign it would only be fair to put Robertson to succeed him; the allowance 
would be cut down to Rs 700. Considers that Robertson was much to blame in the dog killing 
affair and that he ought to express his regret to the owner. Thinks that the Master Attendant 
should explain the circumstances under which the "Alliance" was licensed and denying the 
statement made by the Authorities at Cochin, a copy of this can then be sent to the Madras Govt. 
Considers that the Municipal Comrs had better delay flinging a Bridge across the River until the 
new Act is passed. 

"With regard to the deserters from the "Typhoon", if the men were British subjects, Capt Reilly 
was perfectly justified, in accordance with National law, in entertaining {entering?}them for 
service on board the "Pioneer". America has always refused to enter into any Treaty with us for 
the reciprocal surrender and apprehension of deserters and consequently deserters from her 
vessels in British ports are perfectly free to take service wherever they please. At the same time 
they have no claim for arrears of wages. Even had the "Pioneer" been in an American Port, no 
demand for their surrender could have been made." Notices that the men of the "Typhoon" have 
preferred a charge against the Mate of the vessel for ill treatment; this is not cognisable in our 
courts. Requests him to show civility to Lady Robinson wife of the Gov: of Hong Kong. 

Sd O.C. 

12/3/62 

Précis of a letter to Capt McNair 12/3/62 

Regrets to hear about the porters at Govt House and desires that it may be brought to Campbell’s 
notice. Is glad to hear of the progress made in Fort Canning; desires to know what no of feet the 
well has been sunk and how much water there is in it. Considers that there should be a drain 
between the Sea Wall and neighbouring houses and that if the building in the Square is not 
required for a post office it should be handed over to the police. 

M.P. (sd) O.C. 



Private Letter Book 

Begun 12th March 1862 

20th March 1862 

My dear Sir Benson 

I beg to enclose for your perusal a petition received from Hugh  

McNeil, a prisoner in Her Majesty’s Jail and shall feel much obliged by your kindly favoring me 
with your opinion as to the merits of the case, and should there be any circumstances connected 
therewith that might render the appeal deserving of consideration as to the extent that I might be 
justified in mitigating the Petitioner’s punishment without interfering with the course of Justice. 
The Prisoner made a personal appeal to me on my visiting the Jail some time since, and I then 
informed him that unless there were any extenuating circumstances in his case that might enable 
you to give his petition your support, it were vain for him to expect any relief at my hands. 

Believe me 

Yours sincerely 

(sd) O.C. 

True Copy M.P. 

To The Hon’ble Sir B Maxwell 

Recorder, Pinang 

My dear Sir Benson 

I am much obliged for the remarks you have kindly made on the Prisoner McNeil’s case. I fully 
agree with you in thinking that it would be most lamentable were he to remain in his present 
place of confinement and sincerely trust that he will ere long be removed. In my original report 
to the Supreme Government I expressed a hope that he would be transferred to the Neilgherries 
(Nilgiris?) as soon as the jail now in course of erection there should be finished and the matter 
shall not be lost sight of. 

(sd) O.C. 

22nd Novr {March?} (True Copy) 

Sir B P Max M.Protheroe 

Pinang 26th March /62 



My dear Playfair 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23rd Instant and am glad to 
hear that there is every prospect of your soon having an interview with the three chiefs. I dare 
say the visit will have a very beneficial effect upon their friends. A trip to Singapore however 
would give them a much greater idea of our power, if they could be induced some day to make it. 

I am puzzled about your remarks with regard to Kim Singh’s ground, as I was not aware that 
there were any cultivators upon it. Indeed I had imagined that he had cleared them all out, since 
1858. Any squatters who may have sine entered upon the land without due autority should 
receive notice of ejectment, as they have no claim to purchase, the Act being only applicable to 
persons who have held the land with the knowledge and sanction of the Authorities. Indeed from 
the date that Kim Singh made his application and obtained the necessary promise that the land 
would be made over to him, it ceased to be at the disposal of the Government. Any cultivators 
who may previously have had holdings would of course have the right of pre-emption. 

The form of grant to be given to Kim Singh and Yeam Chuan should be precisely the same as 
granted to the purchasers of land in fee simple at Singapore and Pinang, so that you may easily 
obtain one or two copies from Man or Macpherson. The grant of land in fee simple gives no right 
either in England or I believe any other country to the Mineral wealth below the surface on 
which a Royalty is always paid. What may be the exact right of the Crown according to English 
law I do not exactly know, but this law would naturally affect all grants given under the old 
rules, and by these rules and {if?} there were some special reasons to the contrary, such as there 
being a large quantity of tin etc. known to be within the limits of the Land which you might 
deem it right to bring to notice, the claims of Kim Sing and Yeam Chuan would be decided. All 
land for which grants may be issued under the new regulations would of course be held in 
accordance with the provisions, and I have requested that a special clause may be issued 
specifying the amount of Royalty that would be demanded, so as to prevent any future 
misunderstanding. 

You have made no mention of the vein of Plumbago. Have you made any enquiries on the 
subject? It would be advisable to excavate a little further, as if the ore turns out to be fit for use, 
it would be extremely valuable, as there is at present only one place in the world "Cumberlain" 
where plumbago is found. 

I hope the order for the promulgation of the new Rules will arrive by the Mail. They have been a 
long time under consideration. Moniot will, I hope, be with you in about 2 months’ time and 
make Malacca his headquarters. 

Mr Hayne seems to be going in largely. The best plan would be to let him have in the first 
instance a cutting paper for the number of acres he requires. This would enable us to give him a 
little time before calling upon him to pay upand enable him to lay out his capital in procuring 
labor. As the soil does not deteriorate from the cultivation of cotton, we should not suffer ever 
{even?} if he were at the Expiration of a year or so to be unable to purchase, whilst with 
reference to the great desire of the Govt. to introduce cotton cultivation it is necessary to allow 
him a little indulgence. Man seems to have adopted this plan in Province Wellesley, whilst at 



present he has only a cutting paper with the promise that the final survey shall not be made nor 
the purchase money consequently demanded until the end of this year. 

(sd) O.C. 

True Copy 

M.Protheroe 

To Hble Capt Playfair 

Note to Major Man forwarding Proposition of Burmah S.N. Company to run a line of steamers to 
Straits etc. 

29/3/62 

Pinang 

30th March 1862 

Letter to Col Macpherson R C Spore 

Mentions the appointment of Mr Waller to succeed Mr Ames as Dy Comr of Police and is glad 
to hear of the Return of Chin Tek’s family and that Mr Robertson expressed his regret for 
shooting the dog. Points out the mistake made by the Cochin Authorities respecting the 
"Alliance". Wright has applied to leave the "Hooghly" and to take up poor Wilkinson’s berth in 
the even of its being vacant. "To this I have no objection and had intended giving Mr. Noyes 
command of the "Hooghly". Before however allowing him the permanent promotion I should 
wish you to kindly let me have your opinion regarding his private character. I am told there is 
some scandal afloat at Singapore regarding his intimacy with Mr W. if there is any truth for it he 
will certainly never obtain promotion under this Government and I should be inclined to apply 
for the services of Burn’s brother. His {He} is a Lt. In the Indian Navy and anxious for 
employment in the Straits. 

I have slightly altered the Draft of the Proclamation submitted by Paterson and enclose it as well 
as the Draft of the Notification we sh issue, since I think the two will answer the purpose of 
showing that Abu Bakr has been fully recognised by us. It would be necessary for him of course 
to forward a copy of the Proclamation and to state that with reference to the intimate relations 
existing between the two States and in advertence to the promise contained in the reply to his 
communication announcing his Father’s death and his own accession to the Sovereignty he trusts 
that I will allow the Proclamation to be published in the Gazette. 

Man will be glad to send convicts per "Sir C Parry". Address of condolence should have been 
forwarded thro’ Govt of India. 



"I think it would be advisable for you to call upon Kim Singh for some iformation relative to the 
promise he states to have been made to him and, if it was in writing, to send you a copy. My own 
impression is that no such promise was ever made, for last year Wilsone, on thepart of Kim 
Singh and himself, waited on me and stated he hoped the Govt. would make a road to lead to 
their grants from the point IC marked in the map. I then told him that it was impossible for me to 
make any promise on the subject, but that I would take the matter under consideration. At the 
same time I pointed out the roads HGFE and ABCD as having been inserted in my budget and 
consequently likely soon to be commenced. Up to that time he was not even aware that any such 
road had been planned and consequently they could not have been marked in any grant issued in 
1858. Indeed it was only in the cold weather of 1859/60 that they were traced by Moniot and 
Collyer. It would be as well for you to distinctly intimate that no promise can ever be acted upon 
unless the person to whom it was made can produce some record on the subject. Endless trouble 
might ensue were the Government to act upon verbal statements. 

In my budget for this year there is an entry for $3,895 to complete the first road and of $850, 
with $1,580 convict labor, to carry on the second from D to C and thence to Ayer Rajah, but I 
cannot at present say whether my budgets will be passed. It appears to me that before the roads 
are all completed, Govt. will have spent a larger sum than it will receive for the land." 

Considers that the Bridge should be thrown across the Singapore River at Bonham Street. etc.  

(sd) O.C. 

Notification 

At the request of H.H. Datu Temengong Aboo Bakr Sro Maharajah the following Proclamation 
announcing His Highness’ assumption of the Sovereignty of Johore is published for general 
information. 

Proclamation 

H.H.Datu Tumongong Aboo Bakr Sri Maharajah under the provisions of the Treaty dated  

And in succession to his late lamented Father H.H. Datu Temengong Daing Ibrahim Sri 
Maharajah assumed the Sovereignty of Johore on the . In announcing his accession of Sovereign 
Power H.H. is pleased to declare that it will ever be his greatest aim with the blessing of God 
aided by the friendship and good councils of the British Govt to rule his country so as to promote 
the welfare, prosperity and happiness of its inhabitants. 

Tanjong Putir 

2nd Day of the month Shaban 1278 

1st Febry 1862 

My dear Bain, 



I certainly do not recognise the soundness of the Argument advanced by the Post Master General 
as a reason for refusing compliance with your request. I am afraid you would gain little by 
appealing against the decision to the Governor General, the Post Master General being of course 
perfectly independent of his authority, but it is possible that I may have a copy of this letter sent 
to me officially which would give me an opportunity of again pleading your cause of which I 
should certainly avail myself. 

Yours 

Pinang sd O.C. 

3rd April 1862 

  

Pinang 

4th April 1862 

My dear Lewis 

I was much pained and surprised to hear this morning from Major Man that before leaving in the 
"Mohr" you had granted an interview to Choon Tek Lee Coyn and On Wee Nee, all persons 
connected with Chinese Societies. The former is in fact a leader of the Society supposed to have 
instigated the disturbances at Larroot, and that in the course of conversation you remarked to one 
of them that it was quite possible the Bengal Government might not approve of my proceedings, 
thereby not only apparently casting a slight upon the Local Government but also inducing 
continued opposition to its wishes by inculcating a belief that its orders might be set aside by 
Higher Authority. 

Now, considering that you must have been aware of the duty upon which your own relative was 
to be employed, and the consequent necessity for his being considered perfectly unbiased, 
delicacy to him alone should have prevented your having any communication with parties upon 
whose claims he would most probably have to adjudicate, whilst as an old officer of this 
Government it certainly was not justifiable on your part to endeavour to being it into dispute by 
representing the possibility of its measures being disapproved. 

Personally I care little about the matter as my duty is a plain one, to cause compensation to be 
given to those British Subjects who have suffered injury at the hands of the Perak authorities 
without any reference to their connection with either of the Chinese Societies. This duty has been 
fully prescribed by the instructions received on Former occasions from the Supreme 
Government, and I am therefore perfectly satisfied as to receiving due support. I am also 
perfectly satisfied that in carrying out this duty I could not have selected a better officer than 
Smart to enquire into the nature of the claims preferred by the injured parties, and by his tact, 
judgement and conciliating Manner to obtain a settlement of such claims as he may deem just 
and proper, but I cannot but feel that the task, with the Execution of which he has been entrusted, 



may have been rendered far more difficult than I anticipated owing to the course which you have 
pursued. 

Although I feel convinced that in making the remark you did you had little thought of the effect 
that it might produce, I am sure that upon reflection you will agree with me as to the propriety of 
your ceasing in any way to be identified with Smart’s proceedings, and returning to Pinang after 
the completion of your visit to Perak. For this purpose I have sanctioned the "Mohr"’s being sent 
back as soon as Smart may be able to transfer himself to the "Hooghly", when he may take up his 
Quarters, either during the whole of his stay at Larroot or until the "Mohr" may rejoin him. 

Yours etc. 

True Copy Sd O.C. 

To W T Lewis Esq. M.Protheroe 

  

Pinang 

4th April 1862 

My dear Smart, 

On descending the Hill this morning Major Man mentioned to me on the subject of your 
conversation with him yesterday and after some consideration I have come to the conclusion that 
with reference to the effect evidently produced by the observation made by Mr. Lewis to some of 
the Chinese who waited on him, it is not right that he should be in any way identified with your 
proceedings, and consequently that it is advisable that he should return hither after making his 
visit to Perak, instead of remaining with you at Larroot. 

I have mentioned my reasons for this determination in the accompanying note which I shall feel 
much obliged by your giving to Lewis, and you have my authority for temporarily detaching the 
"Mohr", so that he may have a comfortable passage back. 

As Mohamed Taib has stated in a letter of which you have a copy that he has levied a fine upon 
the rioters of $1,500 as a compensation to the relatives of the deceased Chinaman, you should 
call upon him to pay the amount as promised. Your Enquiries with regard to the losses inflicted 
during the actual disturbances should merely be of a general nature, so as to enable you to fix a 
fair sum as the compensation which in the same letter Mohamed Taib states his intention of 
calling upon the offending parties to disburse, and which sum it would hardly be expected would 
be sufficient to cover the value of every article alleged to have been destroyed or plundered. You 
should however strictly investigate all claims for confirmation {compensation?} for injuries 
sustained owing to the acts of the Larroot Authorities themselves in preventing the despatch to 
Pinang of tin ready for exportation, or by any other improper interference with our subjects. 



These latter claims should be satisfied in full. You may have a few difficulties to contend with, 
but I am assured I could not have placed the settlement of this matter in better hands. 

Yours 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy M.Protheroe 

To Captain Smart on special duty to Larrooot 

My dear Mr Campbell 

I have received no communication on the subject of the Albert testimonial and consequent on 
Her Majesty’s decision, I should hardly imagine that any steps will be taken either by the Secy of 
State or the Testimonial Committee towards the organization of any system for the collection of 
subscriptions in India, the Funds at the disposal of the {Committee?} being apparently already 
sufficient to carry out Her Majesty’s wishes. 

O.C. 

(True Copy) M.P. 

T R Campbell Esq 

Letter to Miss Ann S McCallum 75 Inaswell Street 

Glasgow 

Scotland 

Regarding the whereabouts of her brother Robert McCallum 

Pinang 9th April 1862 

My dear Smart 

Your note of the 8th instant has this moment reached me. I am very sorry that you should have 
supposed for a moment that I imagined either that you would in the discharge of a public duty 
have allowed yourself to be in any way biased by Mr. Lewis’ opinion or that he would himself 
have ever attempted to influence your judgement. Such I honestly assure {you?} was not the 
case but, as you are well aware, no Oriental could possibly believe that you would be unbiased 
after the opinion of so near a relative had become known. 

Hence after Lewis had intimated his belief that it was probable my proceedings might not be 
approved, thus showing his own feeling on the subject, his presence at Larroot, instead of being 



advantageous, would most likely have proved a source of difficulty and embarrassment, and for 
this reason only I deemed it advisable that he should cease to be identified with our proceedings. 

I thought I had fully explained this in my note to Lewis, but I will write to him again to remove 
any erroneous impression that may exist in his mind, and to express my thanks for the aid he has 
rendered you. You certainly have managed matters remarkably well and I have little doubt of 
your complete success. 

As the Yang de per Tuan has appointed the Laximana to investigate the claims you should, as far 
as possible, recognise his decision and only interfere in case of any glaring injustice. Provided 
anything like a fair compensation for losses is offered, we should be perfectly satisfied, as I have 
little doubt that many of the Statements made by the sufferers have been considerably 
exaggerated. 

Yours sincerely 

True Copy (sd) O.C. 

M.Protheroe 

To Capt S Smart 

Pinang 

9th April 1862 

My dear Lewis 

I have this moment received Smart’s note and am really much annoyed to find that I should led 
you to suppose that I should for a moment imagine that you wd. Have attempted to influence his 
judgement in his decisions on the claims of the sufferers by the disturbance at Larroot. I can truly 
assure you that such was not the case, and I am sorry that I should have expressed myself in such 
a manner as to convey to you an erroneous impression of my meaning. 

I certainly think that, considering the duty on which Smart was to be engaged, you acted 
imprudently in allowing any Chinese to have an interview with you, except in his presence, and 
also in making any allusion to the probability of my orders being cancelled by the supreme 
Government. No Native, as you are well aware, could possibly believe otherwise than that Smart 
would naturally be influenced by the opinion of so near a relative, and that the opinion was 
opposed to the proceedings of this Government. Thus in all probability the offending parties at 
Larroot, instead of being willing to abide by Smart’s decision, would have endeavoured to throw 
every obstacle in the way of his arranging matter, in the hope that counter orders might be 
received from Bengal. Hence I certainly did not deem it advisable that you should be identified 
with his proceedings, in order that if the idea above referred to had become current amongst the 
Chinese, it might at once be removed. 



I cannot conclude without thanking you for the valuable aid you rendered Smart in his 
communications with the Yang de per Tuan, to which he attributes much of his success. 

Yours etc. 

O.C. 

(True Copy) M Protheroe 

T W T Lewis Esq 

11th April 1862 

My dear Lewis 

I have just received your two notes. As I before stated, I have never entertained any doubts as to 
your most perfect integrity and uprightness, and felt perfectly convinced that, whatever might be 
your opinion, you would not in any way attempt to influence Smart’s judgement, and would 
render every possible assistance. 

At the same time I still consider that the remark made by you was injudicious and calculated to 
throw obstacles in the way of a settlement of matters, whilst it certainly was unnecessary, as it 
would have fully answered the purpose ro have stated that, if the complainants were not prepared 
to abide by the decision of the officer proceeding to Larroot to investigate their claims, this 
Government in all probability would give them no further support. 

In this business the Govt. has scrupulously abstained from recognising any Chinese 
brotherhoods. Certain of our subjects have suffered loss from the neglect of oppression of the 
Larroot authorities. The Yang de per Tuan has acknowledged their claim to compensation. The 
headman at Larroot itself has equally acknowledged it, and promised to have it settled, but for 6 
months there has been nothing but promises and my sole object now is to make both their chiefs 
fulfil their promises. If any man of the Hysan faction has been one of the Sufferers, he would of 
course have been entitled to a passage in the "Hooghly", if not his right to have a view of the 
matter could not be acknowledged. As the Laximana has been deputed by the Perak Government 
to investigate the claims of our subjects, Smart’s duty will be much lightened, and I am sure he 
will bring the affair to a successful issue. 

I am glad that you saw the Rajah Muda and that there is a prospect of his according his consent 
to your holding the Krean Lands. 

Yours etc. 

(sd) O.C. 

True Copy 



M Protheroe 

Précis of a letter to Hon’ble Col Macpherson R C Singapore d/12th April 1862 

Desires to be informed whether anything can be done to improve the sanitary arrangements of 
the LunaticAsylum. Does not feel any anxiety about the Moar business as a steamer cd be 
stationed off the river to prevent supplies from going up to the Bugis. Considers that Sergt Smith 
might be put in as a drill assistant to the Volunteers on the usual pay of a drill assistant. With 
regard to the butt approves of Col Collyer’s idea of excavating a tank and with the earth dug out 
erecting a butt on the present site. Does not pay much attention to the attacks made upon the 
Police in the Free Press. Cannot permit any deviations from Act 1 of 1859 in the matter of 
examinations for mates. Is glad to hear that probably the report about Mr Noyes’ conduct is 
unfounded and if Captain Wilkinson dies direct him to put Captain Wright into the Dy Shipping 
Masters’ Appointment, Mr Noyes being made commander of the "Hooghly" and mentions that 
perhaps Burn’s Brother wd do for the Commander of the "Hooghly". Considers that the only 
promise made to Kim Singh was that a road shd be made to enable him to reach his property. Is 
of opinion that the new bridge should be thrown across at Bonham Street. Will probably not be 
in Singapore till the 2nd May. 

(sd) O.C. 

M Protheroe 

Pinang 

13th April 1862 

My dear Smart 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 12th inst. You have I am afraid 
unfortunately made a mistake in the perusal of the letter of instructions, and have consequently 
been induced to act upon that part of it dictating the measures to be pursued in the Event of the 
Perak Govt. having omitted to depute an Agent to enquire into the matter of the claims of the 
sufferers by the disturbances at Larroot. Hence you have taken a somewhat more active part than 
I intended, as with the Laximana on board, I should have wished you to have worked through 
him, so as to have left yourself perfectly free to recommend of otherwise the acceptance of any 
compensation he might award. This mistake however you will I trust be able to rectify on the 
receipt of the instructions now being sent to you. 

Should the Laximana make his award and then report to you his inability to enforce it, on your 
return I shall send down the "Hooghly" with a requisition for the "Scout", and then with the latter 
vessel and the "Mohr", blockade the river, although you should not state this officially. There 
would be no harm in your alluding to the intended arrangement in any conversation you may 
have with the Malays on board. 



By the bye, you must be very careful to avoid either in writing or speaking, any allusion to the 
complainants or defendants belonging to one or the other of the Chinese Societies. They are not 
recognised by Govt and no agent on behalf of the Chee Hins should therefore have been allowed 
to go to Perak. In alluding to the sufferers you should merely speak of them as British subjects, 
and it is merely as individual British subjects and not as the members of any Brotherhood that 
their rights to redress can be acknowledged. I still hope that matters may be settled amicably and 
am sure that if you are unsuccessful, it will not be from want of any endeavours on your part. 
The Chinese have certainly pitched their claims rather high. Of course without seeing their 
statements it is difficult to express a decided opinion, but I should imagine that 10 or 12 thousand 
dollars would fully repay the value of all articles actually destroyed or plundered and for them 
only can they claim compensation. 

Yours etc. 

Sd/ O.C. 

True Copy 

M Protheroe 

To Captain Smart 

Pinang 

21st April 1862 

My dear General 

By the Mail I have despatched to the care of the official in charge of your office at the 
presidency two specimens of cane helmets for your inspection and consideration. They appear to 
have been made up at the convict Lines at Singapore. One is covered and of the description 
usually prepared for sale and of which a large number is annually disposed of, its price including 
a white cover is about 2 Rupees. The other is of an improved kind intended to answer both for 
full and undress, being covered with black silk or calico rendered waterproof by a very simple 
process, and furnished with a Plume to screw on or off at pleasure. 

On March or Parade ground the Soldier would remove the plume and don the white cover. On 
gala days he would doff the white color and screw on the plume as well as any other equally 
removeable ornament such as Regimental number, Motto etc. it might be considered advisable to 
retain. 

You must no judge of the appearance of the helmet as a head dress by the one now sent, as the 
Plume, the only one procurable at Singapore, is horribly ugly. The intention was to have a Plume 
similar to that worn in the Prussian Army, which would have in a great measure concealed the 
front, and thus obviated the necessity for any brass mountings as a relief to the Black Cover. 
Such plumes could doubtless be obtained from England at a trifling cost. 



The great advantage of this description of helmet is its lightness, durability, the protection it 
afford both from sun and rain and its fitness, with the aid of a proper plume, for all duties, so that 
the soldier need carry no second head dress. It could be made up at any jail in India, and the cost 
ought to be moderate. 

We have always had a great demand for those of the ordinary description kept in store for sale, 
more especially from the French Troops passing S.pore and they have I believe been much 
approved of. 

etc. etc. etc 

(sd) O.C. 

True Copy M.P. 

To Maj: Gl: Beecher 

Quarter Master Gl 

Précis of a letter to Capt Fraser Alguada Light House d/ 26th April 1862 

Acknowledges the receipt of his letter of the 24th Febr last; approves of his recommending 
Bennett for promotion to a higher grade. Will make the necessary arrangements for entertaining 
Mr Clay. Will keep Bennett at Spore as long as he can. 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy 

M.P. 

My dear Macpherson 

I should be very much obliged if you could kindly obtain for me quietly information on the 
following points. 

1st. What is the nature of the tenure on which Sir J.Brooke holds Sarawak. Has the country been 
actually ceded to him or is he in any way a feudatory of the Sultan of Borneo. 

2. What is the extent of the territory he lately acquired and what are the terms on which it was 
made over to him. I fancy he merely farms this last track from the Sultan of Sarawak. 

3. From what sources is the revenue derived and what is the present amount of Reveneu and the 
prospect of its increasing or otherwise. 



4. What has been the amount of trade between Sarawak and Singapore for the last two years. 
This we can obtain from the Import and Export office. 

5. What are the privileges that have been conceded by Sir James to the Borneo Company. How 
long are these privileges granted for and what is the Equivalent given to Sir James. 

6. What is the amount of our trade at present with the North of Borneo between Sarawak and 
Brunei, and is there any chance of that trade being increased and what is its nature. 

7. What are the present expenses of the colony, the number of officials etc. 

You may perhaps be able to manage this for me without exerting {arousing?} any suspicion. 
Were I to make Enquiries, it would be at once supposed that some orders had arrived regarding 
Sarawak, which is not the case though I have been privately informed that information on the 
subject would be acceptable, and therefore wish if possible to make a full report on the 
Settlement. 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy 

M.P. 

My dear Sir Richard, 

I have the pleasure to enclose the Draft of a Rule of the court which at the request of Sir Benson 
Maxwell I promised to submit for your consideration. Would you approve of the proposed 
amendment to his Regulations now in force? I need hardly say that it would meet with my 
concurrence. 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy 

M.P. 

To Sir R B McCausland 

Singapore 

14th May 1862 

My dear Admiral 



On the receipt of your kind letter of the 30th Ult I lost no time in communicating with the Senior 
Naval officer on the Station on the subject of taking steps to check the depredations of the 
Lanoon Pirates on the N. and N.W. coasts of Borneo as promised. 

Captain Corbett informs me that, in consequence of a communication I made some time back to 
the Admiral relative to the expediency of curbing these marauders, some instructions have been 
issued to the Commodore sd John Hay, but unfortunately he left there for Suez with the Japanese 
Ambassadors previous to Captain Corbett’s arrival and omitted to furnish a copy of the 
instructions for his guidance. As however the Odin Lord John Hay’s vessel is now on her return 
and has in all probability already reached Galle, it is likely that he will ere long address you 
officially on this matter. 

I fully concur in the opinion you have expressed as to the propriety of putting a stop to these 
piratical excursions on the part of the Llanoons as the injury thereby caused to commerce must 
be very great. 

It is very unfortunate that I missed seeing Mr London when on his way to Siam, as the question 
of our cooperation with your force might then have been determined some time back, as I should 
not have failed making known the wishes of the Netherlands Indies Government to Admiral 
Hope by the first mail etc. 

Sd / O.C. 

True Copy 

M Protheroe 

To Rear Admiral May 

Naval C. in C. 

Batavia 

Singapore 

May 17th 1862 

My dear Greathed 

A notice has recently I believe appeared in the military Papers at home to the Effect that 
Government has determined to issue cloth to Volunteers at Contract Prices merely charging 5 per 
cent for Establishment Expenses, and the Officer Comy one of the Straits Vol. Corps or rather 
Companies, for they do not each muster more than about 50 including all ranks, has as you will 
perceive from his letter, of which I enclose a copy, solicited to be allowed the same indulgence. I 
should therefore really feel extremely obliged if you could kindly ascertain for me from the 
proper Quarter whether the determination of Govt. would be deemed applicable to Indian 



Volunteers, and if so deemed, what would be the proper course to pursue in order to obtain the 
cloth. I am sorry to give you this trouble but just at present I know of no other person to whom I 
could apply etc. etc. 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy M Protheroe 

Lt Col W Greathed C.B. 

Asst Mil. Secr 

Forwards 1st of Exchange to Messs Elkington & Co for £27.5.8 in liquidation of his accounts 
rendered with their letter of the 25th March 1861 

17/5/62 

  

  

Précis of a letter to the Hon’ble Major Man d/ 18th May 1861 

Thanks him for his letter; regrets that the Larroot people should have run a cargo down to the 
Perak River and approves of all his proceedings in regard to that business. With regard to 
Sandiland’s claim on the part of the Burmah S N Company desires him to point out that the 
Company have only asked for sufficient ground to form a coal Depot and not to make a 
headquarters station; has sanctioned Moniot’s leave which should commence from the date of his 
receiving the Gazette containing the order. Has much pleasure in putting his nephew down as 
candidate for employment under this Govt. though it is impossible to say when a vacancy will 
take place. Has just received is letter per Singapore and is glad to hear of the probability of the 
Larroot people coming to terms and states that the "Scout" after visiting Sarawak and Bangkok 
will proceed to Sumatra. 

M.P. 

Singapore 

19th May 1862 

My dear Sir Benson, 

Your letter in reply to the official communication conveying the thanks of the Dutch 
Government for you courtesy to Admiral May reached me whilst I was en route to the practice 
ground and will be duly forwarded to Calcutta by the next Mail. I acknowledged its receipt in a 



note to have been despatched by the "Hooghly", but which unfortunately did not reach the 
harbour until after the steamer had left.  

I have now the pleasure in accordance with my promise to forward for your perusal a copy of the 
South Australian Real Property Act which I have lately received from Adelaide 

I lost no time in submitting your proposed Rule of Court to Sir Richard McCausland. He 
perfectly coincides with you as to the propriety of the change but has made some verbal 
alterations in order to meet an existing rule of court d/ 21st Janry 1832 and also to conform to the 
practice in England where the number of days (holidays) observed at Xmas is, Sir Richard states, 
3 and not 7. Should you approve of the Rule in the modified form and will kindly return it after 
attaching your signature, it will be duly signed by Sir Richard and myself. 

I have taken advantage of your kind offer to prepare the Draft of the Bill for extending the 
powers of Municipal Commissioners to enclose the correspondence on the subject. I need not 
add that I really am much obliged to you for undertaking the task. 

Sd O.C. 

True copy 

M Protheroe 

  

Letter d/23rd May 1862 was sent to H.E. the Governor of Labuan informing him of the departure 
per Mail of Mr I Millar to take up his appointment at Labuan; requesting any news he may be 
able to give regarding the Lanoon Pirates and intimating that probably a Chief Constable can be 
obtained for him shortly. etc. 

M Protheroe 

Singapore 23rd May 

My Lord 

Your Lordship’s letter did not reach me till after the departure of the Calcutta Mail. Hence I have 
been unable to reply to the queries therein contained, which I will now proceed to answer 
seriatim, as early as I could have wished. 

1st. Sir James Brooke holds Sarawak under a deed of cession from the Sultan of Borneo d/1st 
August 1842 and satisfied {ratified?} by the Sultan’s Successor in August 1846. A translation of 
the original deed is given at Page 290 of Brooke’s letters. It contains no allusion to the payment 
of any annual tribute though such tribute was certainly imposed, but refers to Sarawak as a 
Dependency of Borneo, and requires the permission of the sultan to any transfer of the 
Government to a European. In his evidence before the commission that assembled at Singapore 



in 1854 Sir J.Brooke declared himself to be independent of the Sultan, although acknowledging 
that in accordance with the deed of cession the annual tribute of $2,000 at first demanded had 
been commuted for a payment of £1,000, to be made to the Sultan on the demise of each 
succeeding holder of the country. Sarawak is, I conceive, virtually independent of the Sultan 
though nominally the Ruler may be one of his feudatories. Of course were the country to be 
transferred to the British Govt. no doubt could be allowed to remain on this point and I should 
anticipate little difficulty in obtaining the Sultan’s acquiescence to any terms that might be 
proposed in order to render the cession complete. 

In addition to the Govt. of Sarawak proper, under a concession granted, I believe, by the Sultan 
last year, Sir James holds the exclusive privilege of farming the resources of the District of 
Bintulu, embracing a line of coast two or three hundred miles in extent, between the boundary of 
Sarawak and Tanjong Kadarrang, and including the Rivers from which the supply of sago is 
received. For this privilege an annual payment of $6,000 is made to the Sultan. 

2. The Revenue of Sarawak is derived from a Royalty on gold, antimony, silver, iron and other 
mineral products, from the opium, spirit and gambling farms, ground rents, fisheries and fines. It 
was estimated some years ago at £5,000 per annum but it varies in amount and I have been 
unable to ascertain its present value. The country has doubtless suffered much from the 
disturbances that have from time to time occurred owing to the want of a strong Government. 
Matters however now wear a peaceful aspect and there appears little doubt as to its rapidly 
increasing prosperity. The privilege of working the Antimony mines and all other mines has been 
conceded to the borneo Company for a period of 50 years, the Company paying a Royalty of £2 
a Ton for the first thousand tons and £1 per ton for all in excess to the quantity and binding 
themselves to remove not less than 1,000 tons of antimony annually. Latterly with the view 
perhaps of obtaining more favourable terms the Company have not been working the mines fully 
but in the event of the success of the patent lately taken out for manufacturing paint from 
antimony, the demand will be very great and a corresponding increase take place in the amount 
to be received under this arrangement (this has led to the importation into England of antimony 
from the German Mines.) 

The cultivation of Sugar Cane has recently been introduced into Sarawak with success, and it is 
possible that the culture of cotton may also be attempted. The soil is generally described as being 
extremely rich. 

The value as estimated at Singapore of Imports from Sarawak amounted during the last two 
years to $197,590 and after Exports to $303,981. This did not include the direct trade between 
Sarawak and England. 

The Establishment for the Administration of the Government at Sarawak is by no means large 
and the officials are comparatively speaking ill paid. It is supposed that at present the Revenue 
barely meets the Expenses of the Settlement which however include the allowance received by 
Sir James Brooke. 

Our Imports from the Northwest Coast of Borneo are shown by the Trade returns of Singapore 
consist of Sago, Rattans, Birds nests, ees wax, Black pepper, Gutta (Percha?) India Rubber, 



Gold, Diamonds etc. and amounted in value during the past two years to $1,337,536 and the 
Exports, chiefly piece goods, crockery, earthenware, cotton twist, arms and ammunition, Steel 
Iron, Tobacco and Treasure during the same period were valued at $1,005,269. This trade, it is 
believed by those who ought to be competent to pass an opinion on the matter, is capable of great 
expansion. At present it is exposed to the attacks of the Lamon {Lanun?} Pirates who annually 
commit great depredations along the coast. If these depredations were prevented, our commerce 
in this quarter would at once commence of {to?} increase. The question of making with the 
Dutch a combined attack on the Strongholds of these Pirates is now under consideration with 
H.E. Sir James Hope, and from private letters I have received from the Dutch Naval C.in.C., I am 
induced to believe that the Netherlands Indian Government would be willing to cooperate with 
our forces. 

The trade of the N.W.Coast of Borneo is now almost entirely in our hands, whilst we have lost 
much of that of the Southern and Eastern Coasts, which is gradually becoming monopolized by 
the Dutch who, if I am to judge from the reports that occasionally reach me, are not very rigid in 
their observance of articles iii and iv of the Treaty of the 17th March 1824. Hence it is a matter of 
considerable importance that we should retain our influence to the North if we hope to find a 
mart for our goods in exchange for a supply of the valuable products of the country. This 
influence would certainly be eventually affected by the transfer of Sarawak to any foreign 
Government. Moreover with reference to its vicinity to the route traversed …..(marginal note) 
Within the last few months one of our wealthy Chinese merchants has deemed it advisable to 
close his operations in that quarter….by vessels proceeding to China and the recent location of a 
large French Force in Cochin China, it would not be politic to surrender a Settlement likely to 
afford a harbour of refuge for Merchant vessels and a convenient coal depot for our Men of War. 
With Sarawak in the hands of an Enemy Labuan could not be held except at great expense, and 
out trade with China would be perfectly exposed to attacks from both sides, attacks which, unless 
we had a very preponderating Naval Force so as to admit of our at once blockading all hostile 
points, the utmost vigilance of our Navy could hardly prevent our suffering severely. 

My last accounts from Labuan allude (more) favourably than hitherto to the prospects of the 
Coal Company, and should the new mining operations prove successful, the Settlement in case of 
war will become a very important station. 

It is evidently to the advantage of Great Britain to exercise a command over {the} Settlt. Of 
Sarawak as a means of extending and protecting our commerce. The present Government of the 
Settlement is certainly an anomaly. It is a Govt. to which on the broad principle that every 
British Officer is bound to afford protection to British life and property we are compelled to 
render assistance and support, whilst we have no power to control its actions and then to prevent 
its becoming embroiled with neighboring chiefs. Under these circumstances I cannot but suppose 
that it would be advisable to depute an officer to Sarawak armed with authority from Sir James 
Brooke to call for and examine all papers connected with the political relations of its present 
Government with the Sultan and other chiefs, as well as with the details of its civil 
administration, so as to admit of his furnishing a full and detailed Report on all points on which 
information may be needed to enable H.M. Govt. to take the question of the Transfer into 
consideration. 



Should it be considered that from my experience in the Archipelago my services in conducting 
the inquiry might be useful, and your Lordship be pleased to approve of this arrangement, I 
might be ordered over to Sarawak any time between the18th Septr and 15th Nov without 
detriment to the performance of my own duties in the Straits, as during that period, as a general 
rule, the work in my office is comparatively slack, Report for the Revenue year having been 
furnished to the Supreme Govt. whilst the return on which to frame the Estimates as for the 
ensuing year have never hardly been received from the subordinate officers. 

Your Lordship’s kindness in allowing me to allude to any matter connected with my own 
Government emboldens me to remark on the want of any fixed line of policy with regard to our 
relations with Native States. Since I have been in charge I have considered it my duty to 
encourage, as far as possible, the chiefs to look to us for advice and assistance in the settlement 
of their petty disputes; to cause our Govt. to be respected as the paramount power in the Malay 
Peninsula; and to maintain the general peace I was to afford no pretext for any Foreign European 
interference. 

The Supreme Government has been pleased to approve generally of my proceedings. At the 
same time I can discover no distinct rule for my guidance. In this respect your Lordship will not, 
I trust, misunderstand me or consider that I shrink from any responsibility which must attach to 
my office. I should be undeserving of my position were such the case, but to a Subordinate 
authority it must always be a satisfaction to feel that he is carrying out the General views of his 
Superiors, and although when an Emergency arises he must act to the best of his own judgement 
and suffer for any error for which he may be guilty, yet in forming that judgement he is much 
more likely to determine rightly when directed by some general principle than when merely 
reasoning on the merits of each individual case. I am happy to say that at present I have no 
reason to anticipate the occurrence of any event likely to give trouble, With the exception of 
some petty border disputes in Moar the Peninsula appears free from disturbances and the chiefs 
are all well disposed. 

(sd) O.C. 

True Copy 

M Protheroe To The Viceroy 

Singapore 23rd May 

My dear Playfair, 

I wrote a long letter to your address for dispatch by the "Hooghly" but unfortunately it did not 
reach the Harbour until after she had departed, and latterly I have been so busy preparing for our 
Calcutta Mail and getting my papers in order that I have had little or no leisure for writing. 

Macpherson has he tells me written a long letter to Kim Singh pointing out that in no case has 
the Govt ever relinquished its right of Royalty over Mineral products. Only recently the question 
has been under consideration of the Law Officers in England with reference to H.M.’s claim to 



this Royalty on a mine in Cornwall mining under the sea beyond low water mark. The Royalty of 
the Duchy of Cornwall having been specially ceded to the Price of W. as Duke of that county. 
The point at issue was whether the royalty of the particular mine belonged to H.M. or the Prince. 
I do not know whether it has yet been decided. 

Hitherto this question of royalty has never been raised in the Straits because neither at Pinang nor 
Singapore are there mines of any value, but the right to buy it even at these stations has never 
been abandoned. At Malacca however the matter has never been lost sight of. In all 
correspondence regarding the land the Royalty is always alluded to and Mr Blundell or Col 
Butterworth, I forget which, obtained from the Supreme Court at Java an opinion as to the right 
of Government to claim it even although the land might be held by the original grantees and this 
opinion was most clear that the claim was one admitted in all countries, and that the mere 
granting away the land did not cancel the rights of Government in this respect. 

Had the Supreme Government been able to meet my wishes and send down a scientific Geologist 
to make a proper Survey of the Country, in all probability we should have received all land 
pointed out in his maps as contaiing Mineral wealth and disposed of then under special 
conditions, but as it is we are selling the land wholesale and consequently it is necessary to have 
a general reservation on this point to prevent misconception and future disputes. 

This will not however prevent the Government from taking into consideration any special 
request that may be submitted and should Kim Singh or any one else be prepared to commence 
mining operations on a large scale, so as to add materially to the wealth of the Country, I should 
be quite prepared to give his proposal for a reduction of the royalty a fair hearing, and also 
recommend it to the favourable consideration of the Govr Genl In Council. But this question 
would of course have to be discussed on its own particular merits. 

As it is, Government disposes of the ground for agricultural purposes, and the proprietor may do 
what he pleases with it in the way of agriculture, but if he wishes to increase his wealth by 
mining operations, he must pay the Govt. Royalty on all ore brought up to the surface. Had this 
Regn not been insisted upon it would have been impossible for the govt. to have attempted to sell 
land in a district known to be full of mineral wealth until the whole country had been fully 
explored and examined, and there would have been years of delay. 

Your note recommending the limit round the town to five miles did not arrive till after the 
Notification had been issued with no accordance with what you mentioned to me when I passed 
through. Four miles was made the limit but as the town itself must extend upwards of a mile in 
every direction round the Studt. {Stadt} House, I hope you will find four miles sufficient. I do 
not know whether your Munl. Limits are clearly defined as at Singapore, but if not I suppose 
they are sufficiently understood to enable you to decide as to the points from which the four 
miles are to be drawn. Of course it is not the wish of Government to drive a hard bargain with 
the cultivators. All that is necessary is to obtain a semi-Equivalent to the fair value of the amount 
we at present receive. If I remember rightly, in India the purchase money was fixed at 20 years’ 
rent. This perhaps may serve as a guide to enable you to make a just award. 



Have you heard anything about the runaway convicts from Cape Rachado? I should be glad to 
learn that some of them had been recaptured. I am expecting the "Hooghly" daily, our last 
accounts from Perak having been favourable and the Sultan having written to me to mention that 
our claim should be settled. Could you have an addition made to the Quarters in the Convict Jail, 
so as to enable them to give the necessary accommodation to the Commissariat. It would be a 
very good position for the Stores being so centrical. I should not like to deprive of a Wharf on 
the other side of the River if it can be avoided. However perhaps your own plan will answer. 
Better tell Evans to prepare a plan shewing the alterations proposed, with an estimate of the 
expense. Will you have plenty of room for the Police Office and Commissariat both in the 
Arsenal? If Rajah Inmahat {Jumaat?}were to give you a copy of the last grant, it would answer 
our purpose and be attached to the letter from the Sultan, in which he states that the original 
cession has been confirmed. Yeam Chuan promised Burn I think to get back the original. I 
suppose he has been unable to do so. 

Sd O.C. 

PS I hope Mitchell is giving satisfaction and that Kim Singh is pleased with the bridge. 

My dear Read 

As I hear that it is probable that you may take some interest in the question of developing the 
Mineral resources of Malacca, I write these few lines to mention that although selling the land, as 
we are now doing wholesale, without being able to ascertain the precise localities where valuable 
ore which we know exists is to be found, it has been necessary to retain the Royalty at the old 
Rate. This will not prevent due consideration being given to a claim for a reduction on the part of 
any Company that might be formed for the purpose of working the mines in any particular 
district, so as really to benefit the Country, and although I fancy by the Act I have not the power 
of making any exception in favor of such company, yet I should be most happy to support any 
well digested scheme with my recommendation. 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy 

M.P. 

To W H Read Esq. 

Précis of a letter to Capt Playfair Ag R C Malacca 

Acknowledges the receipt of his note of the 21st inst; cannot give any certain information 
regarding the Steamers; regrets to hear of the prospects of a row between Rambow and Lookoot. 

M.P. (sd) O.C. 

My dear Brown 



I have much pleasure in enclosing the promised note of introduction to the Secy to Govt at 
Madras for Mr Lamb and trust that it may be of use to him carrying out the object with which he 
is visiting that Presidency. I am only sorry that I have no personal acquaintance with any of the 
court authorities that might enable me to further his views, in other ways. 

Sd O.C. 

June 3rd 1862 

To Forbes Brown esq. 

Enclosure 

Govt House Spore 

3rd June 

My dear Sir 

I have been requested with a view to prevent any misconception as to the nature of his errand, 
and also if possible to secure the countenance of the Madras Authorities to the undertaking to 
furnish the bearer, Mr Lamb, with a few lines to your address the specifying the purpose with 
which he is about to visit your Presidency and soliciting any kind assistance it may be in your 
power to afford him. 

Mr Lamb is the Agent in the Straits of Mr Horsman M.P. who has several sugar Estates in 
Province Wellesley and has done much for the improvement of that district. On these Estates a 
large number of laborers, consisting chiefly of Madrassies and Javanese, are always employed 
and hitherto the supply of labor has been about equal to the demand. Consequent however upon 
the increased rates of passage money from madras which must act as a bar to the coming over of 
many, the influx of coolies from that Presidency has somewhat diminished, whilst the stringent 
rules recently established by the Dutch with regard to their subjects leaving Java has in a 
measure cut off that source of supply. 

Moreover as Province {Wellesley} is being brought more and more under cultivation, there is a 
greater need for labor. Hence Mr Lamb is proceeding to the Coast, taking with him I believe one 
or two headmen who have been employed on the Estates under his charge, with the object of 
engaging laborers to be brought over in a vessel chartered for the purpose, and making if 
practicable arrangements for securing a regular supply in future. 

From the reports received from the Civil Officer in charge of the District, as well as from my 
own observation, for I generally visit several of the factories in the course of my annual tour of 
inspection, I believe I may confidently state that in no place are natives of India better paid and 
better treated than in Province Wellesley. 

I remain etc. 



(sd) O.C. 

To the Chief Secy to Govt Madras 

(True Copies)  

M Protheroe Lt 

Scy 

3rd June Singapore 

Mr dear Mr Blackburn 

I am afraid I cannot hold out to you any strong hope of succeeding to a vacancy at Singapore, the 
appointments in my Government being, as you are aware, but few, whilst the candidates are 
somewhat numerous. I have long ago in fact previous to your appointment at Pinang 
recommended that the office of Coroner should be abolished in the Straits, the duties at 
Singapore being performed by a second Magistrate and at Pinang by a second Dy Commissioner 
of Police. Whether my recommendation is likely to be carried out or not I cannot at present say, 
the question like many others having been placed in abeyance pending the decision of the Home 
Govt as to the transfer. Should however the Coronership of Singapore be continued and the 
office vacated by the present incumbent, I should be happy to meet your wishes and sanction 
your transfer. 

Sd O.C. 

(True Copy) M Protheroe Scy 

To J Blackburn Esq 

My dear Corbett 

Would you kindly favor me with a memo of the average expenditure of coal and the consequent 
probable cost per diem of moving a vessel like the "Scout". I cannot help thinking that it would 
be a saving to H.M.’s Govt. to allow me, instead of the "Hooghly", a steamer like the "Pluto" or 
"Nemesis", both now lying idle, which would be useful for relieving the different detachments 
and at the same time might always be available to act as a tender to the Man of War, when her 
services might be required along the coast of Borneo or Sumatra or amongst the Islands. Such a 
vessel, with a party of Europeans on board, would soon clear these seas of Pirates, whilst the 
expense of sending her on a cruise would be comparatively trifling. 

Yours (sd) O.C. 

To Capt Corbett R.N. 



S.N.O. 

  

My dear Sir, 

I shall feel much obliged by your kindly informing me whether there is any probability of the 
"Hooghly" being retained in Commission and sent back to the Straits after she has been 
thoroughly repaired. 

My principal object in making the Enquiry is with reference to some changes I had intended, 
under which Captain Wright would be removed to a shore appointment and Captain Noyes 
transferred to the "Hooghly", by which arrangement a saving of Rs. 1,800 per annum would be 
effected. At the same time I cannot but take the opportunity of pointing out the serious 
inconveniences to which I should be subjected in carrying on the duties of the Government 
without the aid of a proper Steamer. 

It is true that a man of War is occasionally stationed in the Straits, but she is often absent for 
months, and consequent on the state of affairs in China, may now at any time be withdrawn, 
whilst even when she is present I hardly feel justified in applying for her services to cruise after 
petty pirates, the cost of uel for a steamer of her size being so great. Moreover in nine cases out 
of ten the pirate boats would be able to get away from her by running into shallow water. 
Scarcely a month passes that there is not some demand for the services of a steamer, and only a 
few days ago, the "Hooghly" being absent employed on the Blockade of the Larroot River, a 
Piracy was committed in the very Harbour of Singapore, and a large sized Chinese junk carried 
off from the midst almost of the Shipping. 

I cannot well remove one of the small Steamers from either Pinang or Malacca, for they are 
much needed at both stations, and are always well employed in the performance of either 
Political or Police duties. Indeed the tranquillity of the Peninsula and the elimination during the 
past year of Piracy in the Straits may in great measure be attributed to their presence. 

As it is absolutely necessary that I should have the means of communicating with the different 
Lighthouses, if deprived of the Steamer at Singapore, I shall be obliged to recommission the old 
gunboat now laying in ordinary, and the expense of her Establishment, with the charges for 
relieving troops, transporting stores, etc. will, independent of the allowance to be granted to the 
Burmah Company, I really believe fully equal the cost of keeping an efficient steamer, whilst in 
the event of any necessity arising for the services of a steamer during the absence of a Man of 
War, I shall have no means for meeting the emergency. 

At this present moment I have two petitions in my box regarding the alleged ill treatment of 
British subjects on the Sumatra coast, respecting which enquiries will have to be made by the 
"Hooghly" as soon as she returns, the "Scout" being about to proceed to Sarawal and Labuan and 
subsequently to Bangkok and Saigon, so that she will hardly be on the Station until about the end 
of next month. 



I am writing officially regarding the necessity for making arrangements for the due conveyance 
of the Court and Establishment to and from Malacca, so as to admit of the sessions being opened 
on the dates prescribed by the charter. The dates of my own departure and return on my tour of 
Inspection to Pinang and Malacca are not so unchangeable, though they are generally fixed with 
reference to the requirements of the Public Service. And as I am occasionally unavoidably 
detained for one or two days, much inconvenience might be caused were I obliged to remain for 
a whole month waiting for another opportunity. As for Malacca where I have generally staid a 
fortnight and visited the whole of the interior, inspecting the Police Stations, new lines of road 
etc., I am afraid I must be content with paying it a mere passing visit, as I presume the Steamer 
will not remain there more than 24 hours. 

I am informed that the Admiral has ordered the relief of the Labuan Detacht to take place always 
in April and only in that month. This involves a corresponding relief of the whole of the 
Detachment at Malacca, the out station being taken alternately by the Corps at Singapore and 
Pinang, and for this some arrangements will have to be specially made, otherwise one of the 
stations would be nearly deluded {denuded} of Troops for about a month.  

As I have not yet seen a copy of the proposed contract I do not know whether any power is 
vested in the Local Authorities to detain a Steamer for any prescribed period at any station.. 
Should it be essential to the interests of the Public Service, this power might often be found 
extremely useful. There will be little work for the Contract Steamers between Burmah and the 
Straits as Rice and Cocoanuts, the principal articles of trade, cannot pay a very high freight. 
Between Pinang and Singapore, if the Steamers are punctual and their charges reasonable, they 
may find Employment, for had the "Hooghly" been in good order, I could almost have paid her 
Expenses from Private freight and passengers. As a means of postal communication the new line 
will be perfectly useless as letters and parcels will always reach Clacutta quicker by the direct 
Steamers and in some cases, even via Galle by the P. & O. vessels. 

The second and third class engineers ordered down for the "Tonze" have not yet made their 
appearance. Mr Oliver, the Engineer now in charge seems to be a well conducted, intelligent 
man, and when he is relieved I should be glad to hear of his obtaining employment. I received a 
letter from his wife last mail asking me to allow her to be provided with a passage down from 
Calcutta to join him, the Expense being recovered by instalments from his pay, but of course 
with the uncertainty as to the length of his stay in the Straits I have been unable to send her an 
answer. 

I am thinking of proposing in my next public works Budget to construct a Screw Pile Lighthouse 
on the North Sands in lieu of the present floating Light. As far as I have been able to ascertain 
the arrangement would be both efficient and economical, and if it is in your power to afford me 
any information on the subject of the Erection of Lighthouses of the above description I should 
feel extremely obliged. 

I am happy to say the little Sarawak Steamer "Rainbow" has had the good fortune to come in 
contact with a fleet of Lamon {Lanoon?} Pirates and made a most successful attack upon them. 
Amongst the prisoners rescued from their hands were several British subjects. The news from 
China does not seem very satisfactory. It is to be hoped we may be spared another Chinese War. 



Yours etc. 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy 

M Protheroe 

To Capt: Reddie 

Offg Secy to Govt of India 

Mar: Dept 

Précis of a letter to Major Man R C Pinang 5th/6/62 

Presumes that the "Hooghly" is doing her work satisfactorily as she has not yet made her 
appearance and that there will be no occasion for the services of the "Scout" at Larroot. Inquires 
regarding the Lebar Ikan Mati Swamp: trusts that Hilliard will take the levels in both directions 
of it and intimates that before the work of draining it is commenced the amount of the proprietors 
through whose lands the canal wd be cut wd pay towards it must be settled. Mentions that the Dy 
Comr of Police here receives no home allowance and asks regarding his establishment for the 
Stamp Act. 

Singapore 9th June 

My dear Playfair 

Yours of the 7th reached me last evening. I have to send a few lines in reply. With regard to the 
land to be purchased by Kim Singh and Yeam Chuan, there are to be no stipulations as regards 
the period within which it is to be cleared. They are to receive it on exactly the same terms that 
they would receive land at the other stations. The provisions relative to its being subject to the 
prescribed Royalty on mineral produce being generally asserted to prevent misconception 
hereafter as I before stated. Although it has been deemed advisable to make no reduction in the 
royalty in issuing grants generally, I am quite prepared to take into consideration any claim to 
remission on the part of the proprietors of a scheme for developing the resources of the Country 
on a large scale, and I have already mentioned this to Read, who has taken an interest in the 
matter and promised to make my views known at home, where I believe there is some talk of a 
company being established for the purpose of working the Malacca mines. Of course at present I 
cannot say very positively what would be the Extent of the reduction that might be authorized, 
but looking over some old correspondence I notice that Macpherson held out hope that it might 
be reduced to 5 per cent and upon good grounds I might feel inclined to accept that rate. 

(insert) 

Précis of a letter to Sir Benson Maxwell Recorder of Pinang d/12/6/62 



Thanks him for the preparation of the Act and enquires whether he can reduce his office 
Establishment. 

Précis of a letter to Capt Gottlieb d/ 12/6/62 

Will see after the preparation of the administration report whether his designation can be 
changed to Master Attendant. 

Letter to Captain Playfair d/12/6/62 

Regarding Royalty on lands at Malacca. 

Letter to Capt Man R C Pinang 

Regarding trip in the "Scout" 

M.P. 

(end of insert) 

Letter to Hon’ble Major Man R C Pinang d/ 19th June 

Acknowledges receipt of his letter of the 8th inst: Thanks him for having despatched the note to 
Durrand. Returns the correspondence received from the Rajah of Assahan and states  

"It is difficult to decide how it is to be answered. I think you had better content yourself with 
stating that in order to prevent any pretext for interference on the part of any foreign Power he 
should treat their subjects, when visiting his country, with kindness and courtesy, should prevent 
any of his people from being guilty of acts of violence and injustice towards them and should 
adhere faithfully to the provisions of any Treaties similar to that concluded with our own 
Government in 1823 which may exist between the rulers of Assahan and other States. I do not 
know whether any engagement has been made with the Dutch but even if there is none existing, 
there can be no harm in your writing in general terms, so as to prevent any cause for complaint 
on the part of the Netherlands Authorities hereafter." 

Mentions the signing of the Treaty by the Bandahara of Pahang and Tumongong of Johore. 
States that the Datu Klana of Sungei Ujong has arrived at Malacca and that the Rajahs of 
Rambow and Johole are shortly expected there, and that Mayne is going to Pinang shortly. 
Considers that Mr Jones would be the best Commissioner of Stamps. 

M P 

20th June 1862 Singapore 

My dear Sir 



With reference to my official letter announcing the conclusion of Peace between the French and 
Spaniards on the one part and the Cochin Chinese o the other, I deem it right to mention for the 
information of H.E. the Governor General that as far as I have been able to ascertain the 
principal conditions of the Treaty are as follows. 

1st. Cession of the 6 Provinces to France. 

2nd. Payment of an indemnity of $4,000,000 towards the expenses of the War. 

3rd. Freedom of Trade. 

4th. Assistance by France to quell the rebellion in Tonquin and the aid of French Officers  

in instructing Annamese Troops. 

It is reported in the papers that there are additional clauses {providing that no concessions 
are?}to be made to other European Powers or treaties concluded with them without the consent 
of France, that toleration of religion is to be allowed, and that the Country of Cochin China is to 
be open to all Europeans travelling with French passes. My informant did not allude to these, but 
the Treaty had no actually been concluded when he wrote, and he consequently merely gave the 
proposed heads. The 4 millions of dollars to be divided between the French and Spanish, one 
million to the former and three to the latter, to be however paid back to France as an instalment 
of the debt due to her by Spain. 

The treaty between the Tumongong and Bandahara was duly signed in my presence on the 7th 
inst. I hope to despatch the necessary copies by this Mail but the Steamer has arrived five days 
sooner than she was expected and I may perhaps be unable to have them prepared in time. 

(sd) O.C. 

To Col Durand 

Secy to Govt For. Dep. 

(insert) 

I have felt no doubt that all the necessary alterations to the Pauper Hospital will now be 
completed. 

  

My dear Cowpar 

In all public matters there is but one proper mode of proceeding even if there is cause for 
complaint to bring the matter to the notice of the head of the Department whose duty it is to 
remove it either officially or privately as your personal intentions with him may render most 



expedient. In the course of my public career I have known of so many instances in which a 
request of this nature led to much ill feeling. With this I never consider any remark made to 
myself as other than a mere private observation which may perhaps become suspect when the 
matter is brought officially to notice. 

From the first question I put this morning to the builders — has any complaint been made against 
the convicts at the General Hospital lately? His answer was "No". I therefore merely contented 
myself with asking the number of hours’ work required from them by the Regulations. Had 
complaints been made and not attended to I should have pursued a different course. 

Yours sincerely 

Orfeur Cavenagh 

June 21 

I have put forward the plan shewing the proposed cost of the new parade ground at the foot of 
Mt. Faber 

(end of insert) 

Précis of a letter to Captain Playfair Ag R C Malacca d/ 21st June 1862 

Mentions that Kim Singh called and that he informed him with regard to the Royalty that it was 
not the intention of this Government to surrender their rights to the hidden wealth of the soil, but 
that if Kim Sing would submit a scheme for mining on a large scale an application to the 
Supreme Government to lessen the Royalty might be made. Requests him to detain the 
"Hooghly" at Malacca on any work that he may have then {there?} of importance. 

(sd) O.C. 

Singapore 

21st June 1862 

My dear Broome 

As the military expenditure of the Straits Settlements may possibly at some time or the other 
come under your review as Controller of military Finance, the following observations may prove 
useful in enabling you to form a just conclusion as to our real wants. 

At present exclusive of Artillery, under the command of a Field Officer, we have two Regiments 
of Madras native Infantry, with three Lieut. Colonels, two Majors and a due proportion of 
Captains and Subalterns attached. The officers receive Colonial allowance, and the men full 
Batta and Rations. Moreover every third year a Corps has to be relieved, entailing a heavy 
expense in addition to continual expenditure on account of Sick Details proceeding to the coast, 



officers removed etc., so that independent of pensions granted to the wives of men dying in the 
Straits, who are considered on foreign Service we are paying a very large sum for the Services of 
a body of Troops weak I number and often almost inefficient through sickness.  

For the Madras Sepoy not having his family with him often sells his rations and almost starves 
himself in order to remit money to them or in some cases to save it for his own use. Want of 
proper food naturally conduces to ill health and the man either dies and Government is saddled 
with a pension to his heir or he is invalided and furnished with a passage to Madras whilst his 
services are temporarily lost to the State. 

The Climate of the Straits is far from being inimical to the constitution of the Natives of India. 
My servants have all been remarkably well, and the ratio of sickness and mortality amongst the 
Convicts is most moderate. Hence it is clear that the present mode of living of the Sepoys and 
not the change of air that is prejudicial. There is doubtless also a fair share of malingering owing 
to their desire to return to their families. 

The remedy that I would suggest for this unsatisfactory state of affairs is the following. Raise 
two local Corps for service in the Straits and at Labuan. Let the men be well paid nut allow no 
rations and no passage money. At the same time give the men every encouragement to bring over 
their families, such as allowing a Govt. Steamer to bring them down occasionally, giving a man 
leave to return to India to fetch his wife etc. etc. Should a man fall sick he might receive 2 
months advance of full pay to enable him to procure a passage to India if recommended, but he 
should never be provided with a passage at Government Expense, and whilst at his home should 
draw merely gurlough pay. When in hospital he should suffer a slight deduction on account of 
his diet, which should be supplied under the orders of the Medical officer.  

None of my table attendants receive less than $7 or about 15 Rupees per mensem. You will 
hardly therefore get a good man as a soldier for less. Taking this then as a starting poit, we may 
estimate the annual cost of a Local Corps at about Rs. 228,000 in round figures, as shown on the 
next page, and it must be remembered that my rates are tolerably high. 

Commandant------------------------------------------------------Rs. 1,000 

2nd in Command-------------------------------------------------- Rs 600 

Adjutant----------------------------------------------------------- Rs. 500 

Quarter Master-----------------------------------------------------------450 

4 Subalterns (350)-----------------------------------------------------1,400 

Assistant Surgeon------------------------------------------------------- 500 

Subahdars (80)-----------------------------------------------------------640 

8 Jemadars (45)----------------------------------------------------------360 



40 Havildars (25)------------------------------------------------------1,000 

40 Naiques (20)----------------------------------------------------------800 

16 Buglers (20)-----------------------------------------------------------320 

600 Sepoys (15)--------------------------------------------------------9,000 

8 lascars (12)---------------------------------------------------------------96 

8 Companies (command allowance)----------------------------------400 

Mess-----------------------------------------------------------------------120 

Drum and Fife Major-----------------------------------------------------30 

_______ 

17,251 

clothing 1,749 

_______ 

19,000 

12 

_______ 

Rs. 228,000 

Thus the annual Expenditure on the Infantry portion of our Military Establishment would not be 
more than Rs. 456,000 inclusive of all Expenses. 

In the year 60/61 the amount actually disbursed in the Straits was 618,090. This certainly 
included the Expenses of the Artillery, of which I have no separate account, but it was exclusive 
of very large payments made at Madras. The proper force of Artillery for the Straits would be 
three European Garrison Companies on the Indian Scale. The services of a field officer to 
command would be useful, both for the maintenance of discipline and to exercise a supervision 
over the different arsenals and Magazines. A European Corps is not required for Local purposes 
but considering the centrical position of Singapore, as regards India, China and Australia, the 
amount of its commerce and the vicinity of Military posts belonging to other Military powers, it 
is a question for the Imperial Government to decide how far it may not be advisable to cause the 
new Barracks at Tanglin to be duly occupied, possibly the unpromising state of affairs in China 
may lead to this result. 



I suppose you are well occupied with your new duties which I hope you like. 

Sd Orfeur Cavenagh 

True Copy 

M Protheroe 

Secy 

Singapore 

21st June 

My dear Sir, 

I trust you will kindly excuse the delay in answering your note. I was unable to reply to it earlier 
as it was necessary to cause a reference to be made to the records, both of the Secretary’s and 
Resident Councillor’s offices. 

The Returns of the trade of the Straits Settlements, although prepared here, are printed in 
Calcutta under the order of the Supreme Govt of India, and I find that up to the present date, no 
Returns subsequent to 1857/58 have been received. I need hardly say that it will afford me 
pleasure to meet your wishes on the arrival of the desired printed statements from India. 

Sd O.C. 

To Mons Froplory 

Consul for the French 

True Copy M.P. 
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My dear Playfair 

As it appears that after all your Dhatu Klana is not the real Simon Pure, there was no necessity 
for an immediate answer to your question relative to the jurisdiction of a British Court over an 
Independent Chief. By the Law of Nations, which is the only Law to be observed in such 
matters, a British Court has no jurisdiction whatever over the Ruler of another country who may 
enter British territories with the cognisance of the Authorities in charge. Hence even if the note 
of hand had been signed by the Klana, no proceedings could have been taken against him in 
Malacca. The Case of the Dhatoo Bandar was different, although holding a high hereditary 
office, he was not the Ruler of the Country. Hence he could not claim Sovereign privileges. 

I am very glad to hear that nine of the convicts who escaped from Cape Rachado have been 
recaptured. I think the usual sum paid on such occasions is $20 per man, but as McNair specified 
$22 I have no objection to sanction that sum on your recommendation. The question should of 
course be submitted officially but you can act upon this order at once. You should if possible 
ascertain the dates of the deaths of those men who are reported to have died. 

As soon as you can obtain any certain information with regard to the intentions of Rambow let 
me know. You can in the meanwhile, should you think it necessary, point out to the Rajah that 
although you are well aware that I should be anxious to cause justice to be done to him if he has 
suffered wrong, and would be happy to act as arbitrator in any dispute between him and Lookoot, 
that you are certain I will not allow the peace of the Peninsula to be wantonly disturbed and, 
should he persist in attacking that country, will in all probability send up Steamers to prevent any 
armed boats from crossing the River Linghie. 

Mr Geach, a geologist employed by the Almeidas, has asked for some specimens of the ore you 
sent down, which we have furnished though I have not heard his opinion regarding it. I hear that 
he is in some way or other connected with Yeam Chuan and is to superintend the mining 
operations he purposes commencing. 

I forget whether I told you that in the event of the grant for Cape Rachado not having been 
returned by the Sultan of Salengor, you might ask the Rajah of Lookoot to supply you with an 
authoritated copy. 



With kind regards etc. 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy M Protheroe 

Hon’ble Capt Playfair 

R C Malacca 

Singapore 

27th June 1862 

My dear Sir, 

As the French Steamer "Gionde" {Gironde?}is to leave this {port} for Bangkok this evening I 
write these few lines to mention that a report has reached me that it is the intention of the Court 
of Siam to appoint the Ex. Sultan of Linga Governor over the Tributary States of Tringanu and 
Calantan, and that, with the view of assuming his new duties, he is about to leave Bangkok in 
one of the Government War Steamers, named, I believe, the "Conqueror". Of course I cannot 
vouch for the accuracy of the Statement, but the Quarter from which I received the Information 
leads me to think that the story cannot be entirely without foundation. 

Now in the first instance I do not think that our Government is at all prepared to recognise the 
right of Siam to exercise over the two above mentioned States a Protectorate of this nature under 
any circumstances, and in the second, there can be no doubt that the appearance of the Ex. Sultan 
on the coast of the Malay Peninsula would immediately give rise to disturbance that wd. Be 
extremely detrimental to our trade, and consequently that his appointment, even if warranted by 
the relations of the two States with Siam and with ourselves would be contrary to the term of the 
Treaty. 

If I hear anything further I will address you officially on the subject. In the meanwhile however 
this information may perhaps suffice to enable you to make the requisite enquiries and prevent 
the adoption of any measures likely to disturb the Peace of the Peninsula and consequently to be 
prejudicial to our interests. 

Either the "Scout" or the "Beagle" will leave this {port} in a few days for your part of the world, 
and I will request the Officer in Command to touch at the intermediate ports en route. The 
presence of a Man of War on the Coast will probably be beneficial. etc. 

(sd) O.C. 

True Copy M Protheroe 

To Sir R Schomburgk 



H B M’s Consul at Bangkok 

  

My dear Corbett 

The "Tonze" has returned and her cruise has been successful so far that she has brought back one 
of the crew of the junk we have in custody and who was with his fellows set adrift in a boat 
when the junk was seized by the Pirates. This will enable us I think to covict some of our 
prisoners, though English Law is extremely uncertain in its action. The Piratical vessel is 
reported to be now cruising between Patani and Singora, to have captured two other Junks and to 
have attacked several. 

Should the "Scout or "Beagle" go up to Bangkok, a look out might be kept for the Pirate whilst 
en route. 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy M.P. 

28/6/62 

To Captain Corbett R.N. 

S.N. Officer, S.S. 

My dear Macpherson 

I can see nothing in this correspondence that in any way gives Sir George Bonham a right to 
obtain the ground at the price fixed by Mr Mackenzie. The case appears to be as follows. 

A Resident Councillor, without the sanction of the governor and in an underhand manner, for he 
particularly requests that the matter may be kept secret, offers to sell to a proprietor a piece of 
land at one half the market value. His offer unfortunately for the State does not appear at the time 
to have been accepted. Possibly it may not have been convenient for the proprietor to avail 
himself of it. Four years afterwards the ground possibly having become extremely valuable, the 
proprietor thinks it would be advisable to purchase and asks to be allowed to do so on the terms 
clandestinely offered, for there is no official correspondence on the subject and it is requested 
that the transaction may be kept secret by the R C above alluded to. 

There is nothing that I can find in the demi-official correspondence binding the State to abide by 
the terms offered by Mr Mackenzie for an interminable period. For 4 years the question has 
never been mooted shewing that the offer was not actually accepted; indeed had it been accepted 
and the money not paid the land owned would have been resumed. If therefore Sir G Bonham 
now wishes to purchase, he must pay whatever may be considered the fair value of the property. 



You should keep a copy of the correspondence in your demi-official Record. It may be required 
hereafter. 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy M.P. 

The Hon’ble Col Macpherson 

Précis of a note to the Hon’ble the Recorder of Singapore. 

Forwards the reply of the Commissioner of Police to the petition of our trust as relative to the 
permission of the……..Encloses the petition from the Trustees of the Singapore Institution. 
Thinks Mr Bonham’s offer a fair one and worthy of acceptance. 

8 July 1862 

Précis of a note to Capt Read 

States that it will afford the Government pleasure to place his name on the Commission of 
Justice of the Peace. 

Extract from a note to the Hon’ble the Recorder. 

"I have the pleasure to enclose the bill to provide for the registration of……..Sections xi 
and……….would apparently have effect in the Straits and no paper not duly registered could be 
received in evidence in the Court but unless Sections i to x and Sections xx,, xxi, xxii and xiii are 
also to have operation within the limits of the Court’s jurisdiction, there will be no machinery to 
enable a person to register a document." 

16 July 1862 

Précis to the Gov of Labuan 

Informs him that he proposes submitting the correspondence on the subject of the Lamon 
{Lanun} Pirates for the consideration of H.E. the Governor General in Council. Mentions the 
delay in the receipt of the Letter relative to the detention of the…….of the 20 M.N.I. 

16 July 1862 

Précis of a note to Mr Blackburn 

Regrets that he can hold out little hope of his succeeding to a Collector’s List of Stamps as 
Resident Councillors have been directed to reorganize their Treasury establishments so as to 
provide for the performance of any duties connected with the Stamp Act. 



July 17th 1862 

Letter to Hon’ble the Recorder 

Many thanks for your kind explanatory note regarding the cuts in the rent connected with the 
Institution. I was certainly somewhat puzzled yesterday on the presentation of the bill for audit 
and although I informed Macpherson I was prepared to pass it if it was correct, yet as the amount 
was beyond my start limit — 500 Rs — and would therefore be subject to revision in Calcutta he 
had better report to Baninggarten on the subject and ask him for a copy of the alleged order of 
Court to act as a member and shew that I had not authorized payment without due consideration 

July 17 

Précis of a note to Lt Col Playfair late 6 I Rgt 

States that his name will be placed on the list of Candidates for employment but holds out little 
prospect of his succeeding to an appointment, as Officers (offices?)in the Straits require from the 
holders a certain amount of local knowledge which he would have no opportunity of acquiring 

July 18 1862 

Letter to Offg Resident |Councillor Malacca 

"As the "Tonze" is to leave tomorrow morning early there will not be time to send you an 
Official answer to your letter on the subject of the dispute between the Chiefs of Rambow and 
Lookoot, and you can therefore act upon the following instructions which shall be sent to you in 
an official form hereafter. 

I most fully approve of the efforts you are making to heal the breach between the two Chiefs and 
trust that they will ultimately prove successful. I think it advisable that you should take 
advantage of the approaching trip of the "Tonze" to Cape Rachado, to proceed to Lokoot and 
have an interview with the Rajaj Inmahat (Juma’at}, when you should take the opportunity of 
pointing out to him that as every Ruler of a Country is bound to adopt measures for the 
protection of the life and property of his subjects and for guarding them from the effects of any 
act of injustice on the part of a Foreign Power, the demand made by the Rajah of Rambow for an 
explanation as to the circumstances under which his subject Mat Akhir met his death is not only 
proper but perfectly in accordance with the Law of Nations, and consequently to grant such 
explanation and to furnish a detailed account of the manner in which the man’s death occurred, 
would certainly be I no way derogatory to his, Rajah Inmhat’s {Jumaat?}, position as an 
independent Chief. On the contrary it would be both an act of justice and good policy, as whilst 
acknowledging the right of another to claim redress for any wrong inflicted upon a subject, even 
when in a Foreign Country, he would substantiate his own title to pursue a similar course, and be 
thus justified in watching over the intents of his own people, even when leaving the limits of his 
territories, by which means his legitimate influences would be considerably extended in {and?} 
his country in all probability much benefited. 



The question at issue is not the power of the Rajah to dispense justice to all persons residing in 
this {his?} country as to rule according to his own Laws. This has never apparently been denied 
by the Rajah of Rambow, and any attempt on his part to interfere with Rajah Inmahat’s lawful 
authority would be greatly resented, but whether a subject of Rambow, whilst dwelling within 
the territories of Lookoot, was legally or illegally put to death. On this point the Rajah of 
Rambow is entitled to a full explanation and this hitherto has certainly not been accorded. Rajah 
Inmahat’s {Jumaat?}Letter containing {contained?}no detailed account of the circumstances 
under which the deceased received the central {fatal?} wound that caused his death, shewing that 
he offered such resistance as would, according to the Law of Salangor justify the infliction of a 
deadly blow, nor is indeed any evidence given as to his having been guilty of the crime imputed 
to him. 

As Rajah Inmahat {Jumaat?} states that he made due enquiry into the case, he must have 
summoned the different witnesses before him. Their people are still in Lookoot, and if the Rajah 
failed to cause their statements to be placed on record, it would be but right for him to resummon 
them to his presence, to put down other {their?} evidence in writing and furnish a copy to the 
Rajah of Rambow for his information. Moreoever, if the Letter {latter?} has expressed a wish for 
a meeting, it would be but courteous for Rajah Inmahat {Jumaat?}to accede t his wishes, as an 
interview would probably promote a friendly feeling between the Chiefs, likely to be beneficial 
to both States. 

In making the communication to Rajah Inmahat {Jumaat?}, you might mention that you are 
entreated wholly by a desire to preserve the peace of the Peninsula, and that you feel convinced 
that in acting in accordance with your advice instead of lowering his position in the eyes of his 
neighbours, he will only add to his reputation as a just and beneficent Ruler, one who whilst 
determined to fully maintain his own rights is equally ready to acknowledge those of others. 

Directs the "Tonze" to be sent down as soon as she can be spared. Expresses satisfaction at the 
probability of a duplicate deed of cession being granted by Rajah Inmahat of Cape Rachado. 
Approves of Dy Treasurer being allowed to attend on Rajah Noordin. States that sanction will be 
given to the arrears to Inspector Baxter’s pay. Thanks him for the amount which will be 
forwarded to Calcutta. 

July 20 

Précis of a letter to Resident Councillor P.W.Island 

Approves of the suspension of Gardiner, and promises to support recommendation for St 
Establishment. Authorizes the return, as a matter of favor not not of right of the tin recovered by 
the blockading Squadron off Laroot. States that no explanatory letter has been furnished relative 
to the complaint against Capt Noyes. Concurs the probability of our being eventually compelled 
to interfere in the affairs of Perak, the whole country being in a disorganized state and our 
commerce consequently suffering. Thinks there would be a difficulty in the matter were the 
Supreme Govt to approve of support being given to the Yang de per Tuan. Mentions the 
probability of the Larut {?} Corps arriving to relieve the 20 Rgt. M.N.I. States that no house 
allowance is granted to the Dep Comr of Police at Singapore. 



July 21 1862 

Extract of a letter to the Sect to Govt P W D 

Taking the Bukit Timah Canal as our course of supply we should hardly have obtained a 
sufficient head of water to have enabled us to run stand pipes and dispense with the reservoir 
without prolonging our conduit to such an extent as to render the work extremely expensive, but 
acting on your hint and proceeding to a further distance in another direction in point of a proper 
source of supply, Mayne has discovered a stream which he thinks will afford a head of water of 
10 or 15 feet, and a sufficient quantity for all our wants. 

I have visited the spot and concur in his opinion. At present the necessary levels are being taken, 
and I hope soon to have the plan properly matured and ready for submission. I have noticed the 
stream before but had imagined that it took its rise in a swamp at the foot of some hills and uses 
merely an outflow of surface water, the current not having been very perceptible until the recent 
clearing out of the Ballestier Canal into which it fills. 

Mayne and McNair however one day started on foot and traced the stream beyond the swamp to 
the foot of another small range of hills from which it takes its issue, the water being perfectly 
clean and good, and the stream flowing through a gorge across which it is proposed to throw a 
dam. The site selected for the commencement of the work is some little distance off the nearest 
public road and rather difficult to reach. It is upwards of 4 miles from Town and the length of 
conduit required will be 1,000 yards. Mayne is very sanguine as to his being able to carry out the 
plan for a less sum than the Estimate for bringing the water from the 2nd Milestone in the Bukit 
Timah road, and on this point I am not quite so sure, for although we may be able to get rid of 
the reservoir, the extra length of conduit will, I fancy, absorb the saving thus effected. 

I should consider it a favor if you would always send me an order regarding any emergent 
(emergency?} work by telegram through Galle, though there is no advantage in forwarding 
letters by that route. I hope in forwarding our Budget order your Chiefs (clerks?}will not forget 
to return our plans as we have no duplicates. By the bye what is Mayne’s proper designation? 

July 24 

Letter to Sect to Govt Foreign Dept 

With reference to my official communication on the subject of the visit of the ex Sultan of Linga 
to, I thought it right to mention that my information in the first instance was based upon the 
contents of a Letter written by the King of Siam himself to his Agent, and which had been 
communicated to my informant, the head of one of the Mercantile Firms at this place. 

The following extract from Sir Robert Schomburgk’s {official?} but private letter shews pretty 
well the nature of the intent that has been at work. "permit me to observe that if there might be 
the slightest apprehension respecting the individual’s machinations  



{words indecipherable} wrote me a strong letter. As observed in my Official Letter he has given 
his sister to the King’s Harem where she presides unsurveyed. She reigns paramount and the 
other beauties of the King’s Harem are afraid of her. Sir I am very bitter. I beg to suggest to you 
to inform me of the material points of the answer you may receive from the Governor General in 
Calcutta on the subject of Tringanu with such hints as you may believe making to press upon the 
Siamese." 

I need hardly say that I shall endeavor to obtain full information relative to the movements of the 
ex. Sultan and prevent any evil effects arising from his visit to the Peninsula. With this view it 
may perhaps be advisable for me, under the instructions conveyed in your Off Despatch No 5456 
dated 20 June 1856 to take a trip along the coast as far as Kalantan, and if so I should esteem it a 
great favor if you will kindly ascertain and let me know whether there would be any objection to 
my extending my voyage to Bangkok. My reason for inquiring is that the Officer Comd H.M.S. 
"Scout" would in his next cruise gladly take me along the coast to at all the principal places, 
provided I could accompany him to Bangkok, which in accordance with his orders, he must visit 
on the occasion of his cruising in that Quarter. Sir Robert Schomburgk has also asked me if 
possible to pay him a visit whenever I may make my trip along the East coast of the Peninsula. 
Hitherto I have had no opportunity of proceeding further than Pahang. When Sir Robert last 
wrote he mentioned that the French Admiral from Saigon was expected to invest the King with 
the order of the Legion of Honor. 

July 25 

Letter to Lt Col Strachey B E, Secy to Govt P W D 

My dear Strachey 

I have the pleasure to enclose for your perusal a demi official communication this moment 
submitted by Mayne, who has been unable to prepare his detailed estimate in time to admit of its 
being despatched by this Mail. 

As I anticipated the additional cost of the conduit has absorbed the whole of the saving effected 
by dispensing with the reservoir, and the Estimate consequently is higher than the one originally 
submitted for bringing in water from the 2nd Milestone on the Bukit Timah Road. The scheme 
however is I honestly believe a better one and will therefore I trust have your support. The 
detailed Plans and Estimates shall be forwarded with the least practicable delay. 

I cannot of course judge of the accuracy of the rough estimate, and it may probably be found that 
sufficient allowance has not been made on account of excavations or the passage of the Bukit 
Timah and Brass Bafoa {Beras Basah} Canals, but the excess, if there be any will be I am 
convinced but small and generally speaking the items appear to be all on the safe side. As it is 
proposed to follow as near as possible the line of the road, there will be little or no compensation 
to be granted for the land. Moreover it would be quite possible to restrict the scheme to carrying 
the water as far as Govt. Hill and the River, having the Municipality to take it on, which I believe 
they would do. 



A charge might be made on account of the water supplied to the Shipping, as at present the 
payment on this score is very heavy. However this point will be duly referred to in the Official 
report. 

Mayne proposes leaving this {place?} on a tour of inspection in a few days. If therefore you 
would like him to furnish you with any information on points connected with the scheme, will 
you kindly send him a line to Pinang. It might save a mail. 

Sd O.C. 

Précis of a letter to Major Man R C Pinang 

Informs him that the "Scout" will be going his way in a few days; that the governor General of 
the Philippines will be on board of the next steamer; that the piratical practices on the Sumatran 
coast must be put a stop to and reminds him of the letter regarding Mr Noyes. 

M.P. 

My dear Sir, 

I am much obliged for your two kind letters of the 29th Ult and the 18th Inst and for the trouble 
you have taken with regard to the affair of the visit of the ex.Sultan of Linga to Tringanu. There 
can be little doubt of his object in visiting the Peninsula, and it is clear after the assistance 
rendered him by the Siamese that the Court of Bangkok must be held responsible for any evil 
consequences that may ensue. For should any disturbances of a serious nature arise and spread to 
Tringanu and Calantan to the detriment of our trade with those countries, it is evident that Article 
xii of the Treaty of 1826 will have been violated. 

Judging by that Treaty it does not appear to me that the King of Siam can exercise any power 
over the above states, though he receives the periodical marks of tribute, that in fact their 
relations with Siam are exactly those of the Country of Nepaul with China. At certain stated 
periods an Embassy with presents is sent from Kathmandoo to Pekin and the Chinese Emperor 
doubtless styles Nepaul one of his tributaries, but he has never been permitted to interfere in any 
way with the Government of the Country nor would his right to do so be recognised either by the 
Rajah or ourselves. In the case of Tringanu and Calantan, by the terms of the Treaty, the Siamese 
equally with ourselves are prohibited from interfering with part to the Government, as any 
interference wd. Naturally lead to disturbances, and disturbances as naturally to injury to trade. 

I have written to you officially regarding the Sultan and trust that he will be at once recalled. At 
the same time I have thought it right to submit a report of the matter to the G.G. and will not fail 
to give you information as to the purport of any reply I may receive. 

I am much obliged for your kind invitation to Bangkok, of which the G.G. shd have no objection. 
I should be very glad to avail myself, when the "Scout makes her next trip in your Quarter, Capt 
Corbett having kindly offered me a passage. The fact of this offer having been made evidently 
led to the report that I was likely to come up, as I stated that I should be very glad to avail myself 



of the offer if there would be no impropriety in my passing Kalantan, the last state with which 
this Government now holds any correspondence.  

We shall be very glad to see you at Singapore should you accompany the 2nd King on his 
contemplated journey next year. He should however I think come down earlier in the season and 
continue his trip to Calcutta. This would give him a good impression of our Power in the East. 

I had the pleasure to see Mr Knox yesterday when he called. He has had rather a tedious passage. 
He tells me that he believes he was instrumental in the capture of the Piratical junk that has for 
some time been committing depredations along the coast. She was seized at Singora and I dare 
say the Siamese Authorities will not fail to make a proper example of her crew. 

(sd) Orfeur Cavanagh 

True Copy 

M.P. 

Sir R Schomburgk 

H B M Consul — Siam 

My dear Sir 

In acknowledging the receipt of your letter and thanking you for your courteous expression of 
gratitude towards myself I have the honor to state that I shall not fail to convey to the Hon’ble 
the Resident Councillor at Pinang an intimation my approval of the measure he adopted in order 
to evince his sympathy on the occasion of the demise of the late consular agent for France at that 
station. 

Sd/ O.C. 

True Copy M Protheroe 

To Mons: Troplory 

2/8/62 Consul for France 

Précis of a letter to Major Man R C Pinang 

Concurs in all that he has written regarding Gardener’s case. States that if has been transported 
the Straits generally he can be sent either to Spore or Malacca. Fears there will be no opening for 
Captain Simpson in the Straits. Imagines that the patronage of the Local Corps will rest at first 
with the Supreme Government. Considers Dewar quite right in dissuading Nairne from carrying 
out his intentions. Considers that his visit to the Sumatra coast will have a beneficial effect. 
Mentions that mr Netscher is going to Langkat to settle some disputes there. Mentions that the 



"Hooghly" is to be relieved by the "Pluto" and the Establishment of the "Tonze" and "Mohr" can 
then be reduced. 

Sd/ O.C. 

5/8/62 Précis M Protheroe 

PS Mentions that the French Consul was much gratified at the flag being hoisted halfmast 

On account of the death of Mons: Mathieu. Regrets to hear of the death of young O’Neil and is 
glad that the Sebar Ikan Mati Swamp scheme is a good one. 

My dear Lireman 

As regards the Military Expenditure it will doubtless be necessary for you to remit money to 
Pinang and Malacca, but in all probability for your civil expenditure you will generally have a 
surplus at those stations, as your agents will be entitled to receive the full amount of their bills, 
whilst many items will actually be paid here. I am not aware of there being any objection to your 
obtaining the necessary Bills on account of disbursements for the Troops on Pinang and Malacca 
as proposed. 

O.C. 

True Copy M Protheroe 

Captain Lireman D.A.C.G. 

My dear Macpherson 

I must answer your 4 notes seriatim. 

1st. Please to tell Mr Troplory that the returns of Trade annexed to the Administration Report are 
incomplete and not in detail; that in accordance with his request however a copy of them is now 
being prepared and will be sent to him. 

2. There can be no doubt as to the Commissioners being in the right and Troplory in the wrong 
with regard to his liability to taxation. I had not seen the book; Protheroe returned it by mistake 
without sending it over. 

3. A copy of the Gazette furnished by you officially will suffice to enable Man to put in Mr Ryan 
to the charge of the "Mohr" as soon as he reports himself. 

4. I wrote the letter for the Rajah of Kalantan yesterday and the translation is now being 
prepared. I dare say it will be ready in the course of the day. 



Regarding the revised Estate of the "Hooghly", Reduction of the Bandaries in "Mohr" and 
"Tonze" requests his opinion regarding this step. 

Sd O.C. 

Hon’ble Col Macpherson 

Précis of a letter to Capt Playfair Ag R C Malacca 

Desires him to refer officially the question of his deputation allowance and states that he will 
send it up to Government with his recommendation. Requests him to send Capt Mayne down in 
the "Tonze" on the 17th or 18th and mentions that he (Capt Mayne) has been directed to him 
{give?} his attention to the question of the existence of petroleum. Enquires whether any land 
has been recently taken and states that if Yean Chuan’s heirs are not going to take the land, it can 
be handed over to Mr Haynes if he still requires it. 

(sd) O.C. 

10th Augt 1862 

Precis of a letter to Major Man R C Pinang 11/8/62 

Forwards copies of letters from Horse Guards for his perusal and return relative to cloth for the 
Pinang Rifle Vols. Directs him to send back the "Hooghly" as soon as possible and hopes that Mr 
Moniot is progressing favourably. 

Sd O.C. 

My dear Sir 

I have only this moment remembered that the Mail for Bangkok closes this afternoon and have 
but just time to acknowledge receipt of your kind letter of the 5th inst. 

I have heard nothing further from Tringanu and am therefore in hopes that the Ex.Sultan of 
Lingga has thought it advisable to abandon his intentions of attacking Pahang or rather of 
instigating an attack by Inci Wan Ahmed. I wrote to the Sultan of Tringanu pointing out to him 
that he was not only responsible for the acts of his own people but also for those of anyone to 
whom he might choose to grant Asylum, as no Ruler could be allowed to give Shelter to persons 
who might be engaged in organizing an attack upon his neighbours without being considered as 
concerned in the matter and called to account accordingly. This perhaps may have frightened 
him. It is very annoying having these disturbances breaking out every now and then, as they are 
very prejudicial to our trade on the Malay Coast. 

Mr Knox, I believe, left this {port?} some few days ago. He spoke to me regarding the capture of 
the Pirate. By his account the vessel certainly answers the description of the one we have been on 
the look out for. 



I have written to Calcutta to know whether there would be any objection to my availing myself 
of Captain Corbett’s offer, as strictly speaking I ought not to go beyond Kalantan, and of course 
if I visited Bangkok it would merely be as a traveller. I should certainly be very glad to make the 
trip. 

Sd O C 

16/8/62 

True Copy 

M Protheroe 

To  

Sir Robert H Schomburgk 

Consul Bangkok 

Memo 

1. All supplies to be considered as furnished to the military Department and  

payments on their account to contractors to be made in that Department and receipts 
granted to the Treasury accordingly. 

2. All supplies issued from the Commissariat Department to Civil Establishments to  

be duly charged for in the Monthly Bills and the amount received from Resident Councillors to 
be entered in the monthly Military Account current as a receipt thus "Amount received from the 
R C on account of stores supplied to Civil Departments". 

3. All supplies purchased for the Civil Departments to be equally charged for in the  

monthly bills and the amount duly paid to the vendors. No entry regarding the transaction to be 
made in the military account current. 

4. At each of the three stations an Account Current book with the Civil Govt in the  

form already prescribed to be kept for reference and for the inspection of the Asst 
Commissary General or Chief Civil Authority. 

5. In case of any charge on account of the Civil Departments appearing exorbitant or  

objectionable, the Bill containing the disputed item to be forwarded with a memo to the 
Asst Commissary General for his remarks previous to its final audit. 



6. All Bills after presentation to appear in the Treasury books as a charge against the  

respective Civil Departments by the heads of which they are countersigned, not against 
the Commissary Department which only becomes the Agent or of purchase for the Civil 
Officer. 

7. All Civil Departments to furnish the Commissariat’s Agent with the requisite  

Printed forms for their monthly bills so that the quantity and cost of the different articles supplied 
will alone have to be clerically entered. 

Sd O.C. 

16/8/62 True Copy 

M Protheroe 

Précis of a letter to Captain Corbett H.M.S. "Scout" d/ 16/8/62 

Forwards him certain papers connected with Acheen which may be useful on his approaching 
visit to that place, also a private letter from Major Haughton on the same subject. Requests him 
to kindly enquire whether any Anchorage dues are levied, pending in Pinang which has been 
postponed for want of information on that head. 

My dear Colonel Durand 

With reference to your note of the 3rd Ultimo I have the pleasure to annex a copy of the last 
Report I have received with reference to the French Force at Saigon. My informant has omitted 
to include a small party of about 120 of mounted Gendarmerie but in other respects I believe he 
is most accurate. 

There have been some changes in the last few days. The Steam transport "Garromie", with about 
300 men and 130 horses, having arrived from Sueze and the "Jasson" with invalids having left 
for that Port. Both these vessels expect soon to be ordered home. Another large Steam Transport, 
the "Gironde", is at present in the harbour on her way around the Cape with a sort of Menagerie 
on board, a present from the king of Siam to the Emperor. A Man of War Steamer, the 
"Dupleix", is also here en route to Saigon, but she is not to remain there permanently being 
ordered to the North. 

The Spanish detail will in all probability return to Manilla almost immediately. The Ex.Governor 
General of the Philippines, General Lemery, informed me that he had issued the order for their 
leaving Cochin China previous to his making over charge of his Government. From one or two 
remarks he made I could easily perceive that there is no great amount of cordiality existing at 
present between the French and the Spaniards in this Quarter. The latter are dissatisfied with the 
treaty, and at the general treatment they have experienced at the hands of their allies throughout 
the operations in Cochin China. They say, and I believe with a great deal of truth, that at one 



time the French troops were so enfeebled by sickness that the whole duty of holding Saigon, then 
constantly attacked, fell upon the Spanish force, and yet they have never been given the slightest 
credit for their exertions and eventually the officer in command was constrained to accede to the 
Terms of a Treaty which he knew wd. Not be acceptable to his own Govt. 

I am afraid that the intrigues of the Ex.Sultan of Lingga will yet give me a little trouble. I have 
just received a letter from the Bandahara of Pahang stating that he is about to be attacked by 
Inchi Wan Ahmed, who is evidently acting at the instigation of the Sultan, to whom the support 
accorded by the Siamese Government and the fact of his sister’s being the First King’s favourite 
has given considerable influence amongst the Malay States along the East Coast of the 
Peninsula.. 

I am happy to say that the recent visit of the Chiefs of the interior has apparently been attended 
with a very beneficial result. They were much pleased with the attention shewn to them, and 
apparently well disposed to recognise our supremacy and attend to our advice. The dispute 
between Lookoot and Rambow has been satisfactorily adjusted. The official report will, I hope, 
reach you by this Mail as the papers are now being copied in the office. 

(sd) O.C. 

PS The news from China relative to the revolution in Russia is very startling. There must be 
some foundation for the report but I am inclined to believe that it is exaggerated. 

Force at Saigon 

Naval 

Ships 

Dupeur Flagship, an old line of battle ship with 16 guns mounted for  

saluting; used as a Store ship and not fit for active service. 

Forbins Steam ship mounting 6 rifled 56 lb. Guns employed in the 

Survey of the Coast and rivers of Cochin China. 

Avalanchi Steam gunboats each mounting 4 86lb. Guns, only fit for river 

Dragon service. 

Fusẻe 

Mitrail 

Didon Guardship at Cape St. James, mounting 6 guns and pierced 



For 40. Old and unfit for active service. 

Perseverance One of the old class of sailing two deckers used as a guard 

Ship at Mytho. No guns on board. 

15 small steam gunboats each mounting one 85lb. Gun filled with screws and able to steam 9 
knots only useful for calm water. Fourteen ‘lorchas’ each fitted with four 9lb. Guns and one 
54lb. Pivot gun. 

Military 

The force consists of 250 Spanish Lancers; one Regt. of Fured (900 strong); one Regiment of 
Sonayes (Songhais) (900 strong); and three detachments mustering about 2,000 men exclusive of 
Marines, these latter were on duty at the various stations and outposts. On the occasion of the 
Review when the Treaty was signed only 800 men of all arms could be mustered on Parade, the 
remainder being on duty. The outposts extend from Saigon in one direction to Thow Yon Mot 
(Thu Dau Moi) 30 miles in another to Bien Hoa 28 miles; in a third to Mytho 80 miles and in a 
fourth to Bamir (Baria) 60 miles. The intervening country is infested with Marauders and it is 
with great difficulty and risk that the produce is brought to Saigon. Reinforcements to the extent 
of 3,000 men are expected but merely as a relief to those now on the Station and ordered home. 

To Col Durand Secy to Govt of India Foreign Department 

True Copy M Protheroe 

Govt House Singapore 

21st August 1862 

Gentlemen 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 31st May and to state in reply 
that it will always afford me much pleasure to render any assistance in my power to the 
employee of the Messageries Imperiales who may at any time be ordered to either of the Stations 
within the limits of my Govt. 

I have the honor to remain 

Sd/ O.C. 

The Directors 

Messageries Imperiales 

Précis of a letter to Captain Hellard I.N. Asst Suptt Andaman Islands Port Blair 



Mentions that the Master Attendantship of Singapore is likely to be soon vacant; the salary is Rs 
500 from Govt as master Attendant and the allowance as Shipping Master is Rs 200. If he would 
like the appointment on its being vacated will be happy to apply for his services. Mentions that 
the allowances are consolidated so that his naval pay would merge with them. I understand that 
all the officers of the I.N. at Bombay have received permission to return to England on full pay 
till further orders. 

(sd) O C 

Precis of a letter to S Ulanchope Esqre C.B. Commissioner of Police Calcutta  

d/ 21st August 1862 

States that the Comr of Police at Singapore has hitherto paid all fees levied under Sec xxviii of 
Act xlviii of 1860 to the Municipal fund which he considers wrong, as the Municipal Comr can 
only claim fees and fines levied under the orders of a Magistrate or Comr of Quarter Sessions 
and any blame {balance?}that may remain from the Poundage fees after keeping up the Pound 
and Establishment attached should be credited to the Police fund or expended kin Police 
Contingencies. At one time the whole fee used to be paid to the person in charge of the pound 
but this was found to be objectionable and requests him to report the system in vogue in Calcutta 
with reference to the disposal of poundage fees. 

Sd O.C. 

Prêcis of a letter to Captain Reddie Offg Secy to Supreme Govt: 21st August 1862 

Thanks him for his letter of the 19th Ult and for the consideration shewn to his weishes with 
regard to the relief of the "Hooghly" and doubts not that the "Pluto" will prove extremely useful 
in the Straits. Purposes despatching the "Hooghly" about the middle of next month after the 
return of the Recorder and Court establishment from Malacca. States that her hull is sound but 
her boilers are worn out completely. Mentions that Capt Noyes belongs to the Bengal Marine and 
therefore he would be best judge of the claims to succeed to the charge of the "Pluto". Mr 
Johnson has only been appointed temporarily, as with many officers of the Indian Navy and 
Bengal Marine thrown out of employment, he had intended to reserve the vacancy for one of 
their number. Mentions that lt Burn, Indian Navy, is an applicant but does not know whether he 
would wish for the subordinate appointment. Considers that Mr Fox, the Commander of the 
"Tonze", has claims upon the Govt. having served during the Mutiny and in China. He is a smart 
gentlemanly lad and has given great satisfaction during his service in the Straits, more especially 
during the blockade of the Larroot River. If therefore he should lose his command of the "Tonze" 
being put out of commission, trusts that Capt Reddie will have {leave?} the Mate’s appointment 
in the "Pluto" vacant for the Governor to fill up. If however the Supreme Govt approve of the 
proposition to keep up both of the Steamers on reduced Establishment, Mr Fox can remain where 
he is and hopes he will in that case send down another officer for the "Pluto". States that there 
are only two remaining of the Engineer Estab: of the "Hooghly", Mr Wiseham the Chief and a 
Chinaman the 2nd Engineer, both of whom have given satisfaction and will therefore he hopes be 
transferred. As Mr Wiseham belongs to the Bengal Marine he has strong claims to employment. 



Intimates that he has proposed a revised Engine Room Establishment, by this Mail and should 
this be approved of trusts that a Mr Wood, an apprentice on board of the "Pluto", may be 
appointed as 3rd Engineer. Mentions that he is the son of a respectable Conductor of the madras 
Comt: Dept: Reports the arrival of the Engineers from Bombay and that they will be posted 
temporarily to the "Tonze" until the arrival of the "Pluto" when the 3rd Class Man if qualified 
might be promoted to 2nd and removed to the "Mohr". 

Sd O.C. 

Précis of a letter to Major Man R C Pinang 

Acknowledges receipt of his letter of 16th. Mentions that "Prince Arthur" is bound for Callagonk 
{Chittagong?}and that Waller was sent up to Pinang as a private arrangement. Does not expect 
"Pluto" before November. Will send up his Engineer by the "Hooghly" which will leave for 
Calcutta on 11th Proximo. Is glad to hear of the success of draining the Sebar Ikan Mati Swamp. 
Enquires how the cotton planters are getting on. Regrets to hear of the sad affair at Malakoff. 
Thanks him for the trouble he has taken regarding a pony and desires him to furnish any 
information in his power regarding 2 Andamanese brought to the Straits about 4 years ago. 

Précis of a letter to the Bishop of Calcutta d/22nd August 1862 

Informs him that he has granted leave of absence for 6 months to Mr Nicolson and requests him 
to send another Chaplain down here. Mentions that he has confirmed Mr Hackett on {in?} his 
appointment at Malacca. 

Précis of a letter to Captain Playfair R C Pinang 

D/ 23rd August 1862 

Acknowledges receipt of his letters of 10th and 21st Inst: Informs him that his proceedings with 
regard to Rambow have been officially approved of but that he had better inform the Rambow 
Chief that in future he must abide by the award of any arbitrators that may be appointed. 

States that the whole of the land is to be granted to Kim Singh at the regulated price of Rs. 5 per 
acre and refers to his letter of the 26th March pointing out the course to be pursued with respect 
to Squatters, they should be served with notices under Clause iii of Act xvi of 1839, unless Kim 
Singh should prefer to make his own arrangements for keeping them on as tenants which 
possibly he might do. If however there are cultivators who held the land prior to 1858 and with 
the sanction of the local authorities, they wd. Come under the latter part of Clause iii of Act xxvi 
of 1861, and, although assessed, they could not be deprived of their land, and the only plan 
would be for Kim Singh to induce them to give up their claims by offering to let them have the 
cultivation at a less rate of assessment than would be demanded by Govt. All land not reserved 
that may be more than 4 miles from the Municipal limits of the Town of Malacca must be sood 
{sold?} at $3 per acre. 



Directs him to take care that the rule regarding Roads etc. in the town have not been prescribed 
the Commissioners should fix them at once. Points out that for all those cultivators who refuse to 
buy their lands the instructions in this office letter No. 173 of 25th June/62 will be a sufficient 
guide for him. Hopes he distributed copies of the Malacca Land Act among the people.  

Mentions that forms of leases are now in the Press for him, and will be sent shortly, two for 
cultivated land, Fee simple and lease for 999 years, and two for waste land for the same, the 
latter having a proviso that _ must be cleared within 10 years, which will be a check on 
gentlemen like Count Von Rantzow. This of course is not needed for the former and the last is 
the form which should be given to Kim Singh and Yeam Chuan, as they are not bound down in 
any way, though there is a proviso regarding the Royalty. Enquires whether Yeam Chuan’s son 
will take up the grant. Intimates that cultivators who wish to pay 1/10 of the produce under 
Clause iii of the Act should merely be furnished with a certificate of the acrs and boundaries of 
their lands. When the survey is completed, it might be well to give a more formal grant 

Any money received from the sale of land is to be held until further orders as a default to meet 
demands that may be made by the Accountant. 

Considers that ere long they will find it advantageous to commute. Does not feel disposed to 
increase the reward for killing tigers, as the people should endeavour to destroy them. Was glad 
to hear that the ringleader of the Convicts was dead and that he had sent down two more of the 
party. 

Sd O.C. 

Précis of a letter to Admiral May, Naval C in C, Batavia d/ 27th August 1862 

Acknowledges receipt of his letter of the 11th Ult.Regrets he was unable to put up General Van 
Sarten and family as there was only set of spare rooms at Govt. House. Mentions that the 
question of a joint attack against the Lanoons has been mooted in the English Parliament and 
thinks that orders will be sent out regarding it shortly. Intimates that the boats of the "Scout" 
chased some of them but did not succeed in capturing them. 

Sd O.C. 

Extract from a letter to Captain Playfair R C Malacca d/31st August 1862 

With regard to your question with respect to the Punghooloo’s land, the answer is a very simple 
one. As long as he is a Pungulu under the present system, he retains the land free of taxation as a 
remuneration for his services. Should he lose his pungulooship his land cannot be sold to anyone 
else. He either must hold it by prescription and be liable to be called upon to pay 1/10 or be a 
cultivator within the meaning of Sec.iii of Act xxvi of 1861 and be liable to be assessed under 
Act xxi of 1859. He can of course purchase it if he likes under the terms of the notification 
regarding the sale of land, but he cannot be forced to do so, and in no possible way can the lad be 
taken from him as long as he pays either the 1/10 or the Assessment, as the case may be. 



Sd O.C. 

True Extract 

M Protheroe 

September 1st 1862 

My dear Captain Brooke 

The enclosed from the Governor General will possibly acquaint you with the probability of my 
paying Sarawak a visit by the first favourable opportunity, and with the object which I should 
have in view, I need not say that I shall feel much obliged for any assistance you may be kindly 
able to afford me in carrying out the instructions I have received. 

I presume that it is the wish of the Home Government that I should furnish a report of your 
Government similar to the Annual Administration Report of the Settlement, taking up seriatim 
the different questions, Civil and Criminal, Justice, Revenue, Public Works, Finance, Political 
and Commerce, and any Statistical Returns, connected with your proceedings during the past 
year, would therefore be highly valuable. I should wish also to be furnished, if possible, with 
copies of the different treaties with the Sultan of Bruni, shewing the exact nature of the terms 
under which Sir James Brooke holds his territory, this being a point which it would be necessary 
to determine, as it might be though advisable to enter into some fresh arrangement with the 
Sultan. 

Should Capt. Corbett be able to grant me a passage in the "Scout" I may possibly, with Mrs 
Cavenagh, make my appearance early next month. Otherwise I am afraid I shall have to wait 
until November, when I expect the steamer "Pluto" down from Calcutta. 

I hope you will kindly consider this communication as confidential, it not being the intention of 
the governor General that I should publicly intimate the object of any proposed visit to your 
Quarter, but on leaving this {place?} let it be supposed that I am merely taking one of my 
ordinary trips for making myself acquainted with the Archipelago. 

  

Believe me to remain 

Yours sincerely 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy 

M Protheroe 



To Capt. J. Brooke Brooke 

Rajah Muda of Sarawak 



Private Letter Book 

Volume V 

From the 3rd September 1862 

To the 15th January 1863 

3rd Septr 1862 Singapore 

My Lord 

The papers forwarded with your Lordship’s Letter of the 8th Ultimo, which only reached me a 
few days ago, have had my earnest consideration and I hope to succeed in my endeavours to 
carry out the instructions therein contained so as to justify the confidence with which you have 
honoured me. 

Captain Corbett of H.M.S."Scout" has once or twice invited me to take a cruise in his vessel, and 
I should have accepted his invitation had not his trip generally extended beyond the Native States 
which I am required to visit. Should however the "Scout" make her periodical trip to Sarawak 
and Labuan within the next two months, I will now take advantage of his offer requesting him to 
leave me at the former station whilst he continues his route. In the event of this opportunity not 
being afforded me, I will delay going over until the arrival of the "Pluto", when in all probability 
it will be supposed that the object I have in view is to make enquiries regarding the Lanoon 
Pirates, so as to cooperate if necessary with the Sarawak Authorities towards checking their 
depredations. 

I have written confidentially to Captain Brooke mentioning the probability of my visit and 
stating that I shall feel much obliged for any Returns as to the Revenue, Trade etc. of the 
Settlement with which he may be able to furnish me. Although all party feeling has completely 
subsided there is still a difference of opinion here as to the advantages of extending our influence 
in Borneo. Upon the whole however I think the Mercantile Community would be in favor of the 
measure. 

(sd) O.C. 

True Copy 

M Protheroe 

To the Viceroy 

Extract from a letter to the Govr of Labuan d/ 3rd September 1862 

I have in accordance with your wishes made enquiries regarding Mr de Crespyinge’s past career. 
He served for some time in the R.N. and was employed in these seas in "Daedalus" and 



"Royalist". He was subsequently placed on half pay and sent out under the auspices of the Royal 
Geographical Society to explore the interior of Borneo, some of his papers on that country being 
read at meetings of the Society. He afterwards commanded a schooner trading between 
Singapore and Borneo, and then went to a group of islands called the Dairds to collect cocanuts. 
It must I imagine {have} been about this time Walter left the Navy as he expected to realize a 
fortune by his speculation and therefore was unwilling to rejoin the Service at the expiration 
however of 14 or 15 months. Finding his expectations not likely to be fulfilled he returned to 
Singapore. He has been well spoken of by several Naval Officers, amongst them Capt Reilly of 
the "Pioneer" and Stanton of the "Saracen". The latter has been on the survey here for the past 
three or four years and must have had good means of becoming acquainted with his character 
etc. etc. 

Sd O C 

(True Copy) M Protheroe 

Singapore 

5th September 1862 

Dear Sir, 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th June, together with the 4 
copies of the work upon Patent Screw Piles and Moorings you were kind enough to forward. 

The bank upon which I am desirous of placing a lighthouse in lieu of the present Ligh vessel is 
situated on the North Sands, in the middle of the Straits of Malacca. The lowest depth of water is 
18 feet, with a rise of 10 or 12 feet. The sand is stated to be very hard and the tides being strong 
in the Straits there is generally a little sea on the bank. 

Some few years back an attempt was made to drive a screw pile as an experiment with the view 
of the subsequent preparation of a plan for a lighhouse, but failed owing to the setting in of 
squally weather and the difficulty experienced in getting the screw to penetrate. Generally 
speaking, during the S.W.Monsoon the locality is subject to squalls and there is sometimes a 
heavy sea, the Light vessel having once or twice been carried away from her moorings, but 
during the Northerly Monsoon, for four or five months may be reasonably anticipated. 

If you have a design that would in your opinion suit my object, I should be glad to avail myself 
of the offer contained in your 2nd Para. The drawings, if not approved of by the Chief Engineer, 
to be returned and under any circumstances to be considered as your property and not to be acted 
upon by others. 

Accommodation would be required, on a liberal scale to suit a tropical climate, for one European 
and 6 native Lightkeepers, and oil, water and provisions for one month’s consumption, the light 
not to be displayed at a less height than that of the mast of an ordinary light vessel. 



Yours etc. (sd) O.C. 

True Copy M Protheroe 

To  

F Johnson Esqre 

12 North Street 

Westminster 

Extract from a letter to Sir R Schomburgk Consul at Bangkok  

 

 

 

 

I am glad to find by the enclosure to your official that the Siamese Government has sent orders to 
the Sultan of Tringanu to compel the Ex.Sultan of Ligga to return to Siam in the even of his 
presence causing trouble in the Peninsula. It would have been better had they ordered down one 
of their Steamers to bring him back, for such a demonstration of their real intentions to prevent 
his doing mischief wd. Have had a good effect and at once checked any malpractices of the part 
of his friend the Sultan of Tringanu. 

You might perhaps have an opportunity of pointing out this privately to the King and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs. You will see by the answers to my Official that there can be little doubt that the 
Ex.Sultan is concerned in the attack upon Pahang. As pointed out by the Dutch Resident, he is a 



restless, intriguing character, and after your remonstrance last year and, if I recollect right, the 
promise then made that he would not be sent to Tringanu without previous communication, the 
Court at Bangkok should not have allowed him to go down in one of their Steamers, a 
circumstance which has of course given him considerable influence. 

Owing to the State of Affairs in Pahang our trade with that state is already beginning to suffer, as 
the Chinese are leaving the tin mines in which there seemed every chance previously of their 
operations proving successful. It is to be hoped that Inchi Wan Ahmed may be defeated by the 
Pahang men. If not it will of course be necessary for me to take steps to prevent his receiving 
arms and ammunition through Tringanu. Without the foreign assistance he receives he would be 
powerless. 

Sd O C 

True Copy M Protheroe 

  

Précis of a letter to Major Man R C Pinang 

Acknowledges receipt of his two last letters. Trusts that he has been successful in his trip to 
Sumatra. Is willing to let Capt Corbett have either of the small steamers as a tender whenever he 
may require them, if they can stand the seas they are likely to meet. Supposes that the Rajah of 
Purlis is under the Siamese Government and fancies that if he could be brought to his senses 
through Sir R Schomburgk. With regard to the convicts considers that Hilliard is wrong to seize 
a man’s property without investigation and that he had no right to interfere at all if the prisoners 
were in the lines. 

6/9/62 (sd) O C 

7/9/62 

My dear Playfair 

I have this moment received your letter of the 6th instant and hasten to answer your query with 
respect to the Land. According to my reading of the Act:- 

1st All cultivators or descendants of Cultivators holding land by prescription at the time of 
Malacca having been transferred to the British, whether as a Mutual convenience they consented 
to enter into an engagement to commute the Government claim or not, must be considered as 
Cultivators holding land by prescription. Whilst on the contrary all cultivators who since the 
transfer have taken land under cutting papers or any other document or deed issued from the 
R.C.’s offices are not considered as cultivators holding land by prescription but are liable to be 
assessed under Sec. 2 of Act 16 of 1839. 



2nd. As long as a cultivator by prescription is willing to pay the one tenth part of the produce or 
the equivalent in money in commutation of the payment in kind, he cannot in any way be 
interfered with. If he omits payment either in kind or money, he can be sued for the amount in 
Court, but in no manner can he be dispossessed of his land except under a decree of Court 
consequent on the issue of such suit. Of course it will be necessary for you to satisfy yourself 
that the present holder of any piece of land really did hold it before the transfer or is the 
descendant of one who did hold under the Dutch before recognising his right to be considered as 
a cultivator by prescription or otherwise. Squatter and persons holding under our cutting papers 
might claim the same rights 

Of course my reading may not be the correct one but I am sure if you spoke to Sir Richard on the 
subject he would kindly let you know whether he concurs in my views. 

As regards the Estate promised to Yeam Chuan there can be no doubt that his legal 
representative has a moral if not a legal right to succeed to it on the terms promised to the 
deceased, and consequently on the payment of the prescribed sum of Rs. 5 per acre he should be 
granted the necessary title deed. 

I think now we have furnished you with all the necessary information, forms etc. for carrying out 
the act and that you will have no difficulty in doing justice both to the people and the State. I am 
glad you have pointed out the prospect of enforcement of the Municipal tax so that there can be 
no doubt on that point. I agree with you in thinking that the Cultivators would be blind to their 
own interest were they to decline availing themselves of the option now given them. By the bye 
you say that all persons holding land under commutation deeds are cultivators by prescription, 
but are there not many who have acquired land in our time and under our sanction, owing to its 
having been allowed by the original holder to Government? Almost every quarter there are 
notices to the effect that long standing arrears have been cancelled owing to the original holder 
having given up the land and allowed it to revert to jungle. The person who would subsequently 
be allowed to occupy and release it would not of course hold under prescription. 

I was sorry to hear so bad an account of the Marlimo road. This should be brought to Mayne’s 
notice. I have just ordered him to send round a circular requiring a list of all works to be entered 
on the Budget for next year, so that you will have an opportunity of pointing out what new roads, 
buildings, canals etc. you require. The list should contain a Column containing a statement as to 
the object and reasons for recommending such work. 

I am glad to hear that there is a chance of increased traffic to Johole. It ought to increase our 
revenue. 

You were quite right about the "Tonze". The reduction will be made on the arrival of the "Pluto". 
With this modification of establishment the Supreme Govt. has sanctioned my retaining the 3 
steamers. 

Sd O C 

True Copy 



M P 

To Captain Playfair Offg R C Malacca 

Précis of a letter d/15th September 1862 to Captain Playfair Offg R.C. Malacca 

Acknowledges his letter of the 12th instant. Considers that there is no necessity for the two 
prisoners being sent to Singapore as they can be committed for trial at the next sessions at 
Malacca. Points out that if a cultivator be in legal occupation of a piece of land, as long as he 
pays the tenth or the amount of Assessment, he cannot be interfered with, nor can the fee simple 
be sold to anyone else. An action of ejectment would only lay {lie?} against an unauthorized 
squatter. Intimates that the question of remuneration to Pungulus is distinct from the sale of land 
to them and states that the order regarding land within 4 miles of town includes the Town itself 
as that is within the distance. 

Sd O.C. 

M.P. 

Précis of a letter to major Man R.C.Pinang 16th Septr 1862 

Thanks him for his last two letters. Considers that it is evident that the Dutch are endeavouring to 
exclude British Trade from Sumatra and keep commerce in their own hands. This however is a 
line of policy which the present Premier will not approve, and therefore intends to submit the 
matter for the consideration of the Supreme Government. Regrets to hear that the Rajah of 
Quedah has been giving trouble but points out that if necessary he can be brought to his bearings 
by the stoppage of part of his monthly pension. Reminds him about his monthly treasury 
statement of "Material Charges" etc. Informs him that he is to keep the "Mohr" on the reduced 
scale. Mentions his intention of making the Marine Officers wear a distinguishing dress. Was 
glad to find that the Straits had gained to {so?} many prizes in the Exhibition. Enquires whether 
beetles destructive to cotton have been heard of elsewhere than on the Washington Estate. 

Sd O.C. 

M.P. 

PS Enquires the Xtian name of his nephew as Mr Moniot leaves by the next mail and he will 
have to be Gazetted. 

  

20th Septr 1862 

My dear Sir 



I trust that the National interest now taken in the extension of the cultivation of cotton in our own 
colonies may plead as my excuse for craving your assistance in procuring a supply of Egyptian 
cotton seed for distribution among the cultivators in Johore, a small Native State dependent upon 
my Government and in close proximity to this station. 

Last year I procured a small quantity through the Bengal A. & H. Society, which I issued to 
residents at the different stations in the Straits and to the Agent of the Tumongong of Johore, 
although the quantity was merely sufficient to serve as an experiment in many instances. The 
cultivation succeeded remarkably well, and one or two prizes were awarded at the Great 
Exhibition for specimens of cotton produced from this seed. This has stimulated the desire of the 
people to increase the cultivation, and I have been solicited, if possible to procure for early use a 
supply to the extent of 1b. 800 (1,800 lbs?} of seed. This supply is of course much larger than I 
could possibly expect the Society in Calcutta to furnish, and I have therefore been induced to 
address you on the subject 

I need hardly say that I shall feel grateful for any aid you may be able to render me in meeting 
the application, whilst on the receipt of intimation of the probable expense that would be thereby 
incurred, a remittance will be immediately made for the amount. 

The Climate of the Straits is somewhat uncertain and the Egyptian cotton tree seems hardier and 
better able to withstand the sudden changes to which we are exposed than the Sea Islan, which is 
rather delicate though in one or two places it has answered very well, the highest price 2d per lb. 
Having been fixed for it by the Committee of the Exhibition. 

Again expressing a hope that you will kindly pardon my giving you this trouble 

I remain 

Yours truly Sd O.C. 

To 

H.M.’s Consul General 

Egypt 

Précis of a letter to J.B.Haynes Esqre care of Manager Chartered Mercantile Bank Bombay 
d/20th Septr 1862 

Ackowled receipt of his letter of the 20th Ult and regrets to hear that he has been so unwell. 

Sd O.C. 

M.P. 

Précis of a letter to the hon’ble Major Man R.C.Pinang d/22nd/ 9/62 



Thanks him for his note of the 15th. Proposes certain arrangements in the event of Smart’s 
departure to India. Desires him to enquire about a Mr. Denholm in the Sandilands house who 
was anxious for employment in the Straits. 

M.P. 

Précis of a letter to the Offg R.C.Malacca 22/9/62 

Would have been glad to give Mr Hargreaves the vacancy in the Seamens Hospital but it is 
already filled up. Is not quite certain with regard to the apothecaryship of the Convict Hospital. 
Mentions that Kim Sing goes up per "Hooghly" and desires him not to send his convicts for the 
Andamans to Singapore as they can be pickedu p per "Hooghly" en route to Calcutta 

Singapore 23rd Septr 

My dear Captain Brooke 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7th Instant and to thank you 
for your kind offer to receive us during our approaching visit to Sarawak I heard a short time ago 
from Capt Corbett who mentioned that he proposed proceeding to Sarawak and Labuan with the 
view of enabling the bishop to make his visitation tour to the latter place immediately after the 
arrival of the first English Mail next month, that would be about the 13th Prox., a date that would 
suit me very well, as by that time I shall have prepared all my despatches for Calcutta. 

From the papers that have been furnished for my guidance I gather that the Home Government 
requires detailed information on many points connected with your settlement, regarding which at 
present the statements supplied have been in a great measure hypothetical. The remark more 
particularly applies to the trade, revenue, expenses etc. Regarding all these there appears to be 
various opinions, and of course before submitting any proposition for the consideration of 
Parliament, it is necessary that the Ministry should feel assured that the Data upon which the 
proposition is to be based are correct. This being the case it has occurred to me that the best 
course for me to pursue would be to draw up a report on the Settlement for the past year similar 
to the report required from me relative to my own government. 

With your kind aid I have little doubt that I should be able to prepare such a Report in a manner 
likely to prove satisfactory to the Home Government and admit of a decision being taken, either 
as respects taking over the Settlement or granting it the support necessary to its protection as a 
British Dependency, as styled in India "A Protected State". 

The accompanying memo will perhaps give you an idea of the points to which it would be 
necessary to give alteration {attention?} and I have forwarded also a copy of my last 
Administration report and of the form of our Annual statement of receipts and disbursements, 
both of which will shew the nature of the Returns we are called upon to supply. 

My visit will be considered a strictly private one, and no one but yourself need be even aware of 
its object, as my enquiries can be conducted more as those of a stranger taking a trip to a new 



country than of a person acting in an official character. Indeed it is right that they should be so, 
as it is not the wish of the Home Government that the intention of recognising Sarawak in any 
way should be made known until all arrangements with Sir James Brooke are finally concluded 
and out of the Ministry. I facy he is almost the only person who is aware that the matter is under 
consideration. Nothing therefore on my part will take place likely to give occasion for remark 

At the same time however Capt Corbett is merely proceeding on his periodical visit, which could 
have been made whether I had accompanied him or not, and is, I presume, acting under orders 
from the Admiralty. I could not of course interfere with respect to the salute to your flag, though 
if I had a favourable opportunity I might allude to your remark regarding the number of guns 
formerly given. I believe however that some instructions on the subject were issued last year, 
when the order was sent out for a Man of War to run over to Sarawak if possible every three 
moths. 

Sd O.C. 

(True Copy) M Protheroe 

To. J Brooke Brooke Esqre 

Rajah Muda 

Sarawak 

Singapore 

23rd Septr 1862 

My dear Sir 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your favor {letter?} of the 14th Instant. I am 
afraid the King will begin to think me rather troublesome as we have a complaint against oe of 
his chiefs, the Rajah of Purlis, having robbed and murdered a British subject. By this Mail I 
forward to you officially an extract from a despatch recently received from Calcutta which you 
will perceive that the governor General takes exactly the same view that I did as to the 
responsibility incurred by the Siamese Court in sending down the ex-Sultan of Lingga to 
Tringanu after it had been brought to their notice that he was a troublesome character. 

I fancy you are likely to have the French Admiral at Bangkok ere long, his object being to induce 
the Siamese Government to aid in laying down an Electric Telegraph from Saigon to Bangkok. 
The Consul begged me to mention this intention to you and to state that it was with the hope that 
we should eventually run a line through the Malayan Peninsula to China. 

I certainly consider that the proposed line is far preferable to the proposed Sub Marine line but it 
appears to me that no general advantage would be gained in carrying the telegraph from Siam to 
Cochin China until we had commenced the intermediate link to connect Siam with Europe. At 



present it would only serve to increase French influence in Siam which is not perhaps 
particularly to be desired. 

The Mail from Calcutta has brought me news of a coalition between France, Austria and Russia 
with the view, it is said, of checking Garibaldi. All these states are so impoverished at present 
and contain within themselves so much of the seeds of disaffection that it is not surprising if they 
are frightened of the spread of liberal ideas, and consequently it is quite probable that the alliance 
may really be for defensive and not for offensive purposes. At the same time it is necessary that 
England should be on her guard. It is to be regretted that Garibaldi is somewhat deficient in 
judgement. Sooner or later doubtless the Pope will be shorn of his temporal power and Italy 
become a United Kingdom, but the pear is hardly ripe yet, and this move of Garibaldi may 
prevent its ripening. The power of the clergy in France is still very great and {the} Emperor is 
not prepared to oppose it. 

I will not fail to give you due intimation should I be able eventually to pay my promised visit to 
your Quarter, but I do not think I can now possibly get away for some time to come, having 
plenty of occupation before me for the next two or three months. 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy 

M Protheroe 

Sir R Schomburgk 

Consul — Siam 

Précis of a letter to Captain Smart Asst R C Pinang d/25/9/62 

Acknowledges receipt of this {his?} letter of 16th Inst. Is unable to write to Sir Hope Grant direct 
in his favor but will give him a demi official acknowledgement of his services, of which he could 
forward a copy with his application for a command. Intimates the probability of Seikh Local 
Corps being sent to the Straits shortly, in which case his claims will be considered. 

(sd) O.C. 

Singapore 25th Septr 1862 

Dear Sir 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23rd Ultimo. The whole of the 
original staff in China having been changed I have now no friends amongst the members. I have 
however furnished Mr Gundry with a note of introduction to Major Stafford Comg: the Punjab 
Corps at Shanghai, which will I trust be of use to him. I hardly fancy he will have to chroicle 
much in the way of Military operations. The force is not large enough for a move into the 



interior. Indeed unless we are prepared to commence a war against the Rebels on a grand scale, 
we ought to content ourselves by holding the Treaty ports and protecting our trade by the means 
of a few small steam gunboats of a sufficiently light draught for our purposes. These would be 
quite sufficient to prevent any annoyance being given to the Steamers bringing down the produce 
from the Tea and silk districts. The 22nd B.N.I. and the Belooch Regiment are now here en  

route to Shanghai to relieve the 2 Native Corps in China. 

I purpose sending you by this mail a copy of the Rules relative to the sale of land at Malacca. 
There are many thousand acres still at the disposal of Govt. and it is possible that some of our 
Bengal Planters may feel disposed to run down to the Straits and make enquiries regarding the 
land. They would find all the officials most happy to afford them any information and render 
them any assistance in their power. 

In Province Wellesley we have disposed of almost all our land and in many places it cannot be 
purchased for less than $100 per acre. One sugar estate alone I understand cleared after paying 
all expenses no less than $40,000 last year. Whilst, as far as I can judge, the ground now for sale 
in Malacca is superior to that in the Province, and is well adapted for Rice, Sugar and Coffee. 
The cocoa tress also grows well and I observe that a writer in the Calcutta Review thinks that 
Indigo would answer. I have introduced the cultivation of cotton at the different Police Stations. 
It seems to thrive and the staple is good but it is doubtful how far a large plantation would pay, 
as the expenses wd. Be heavy. In the Province the Sugar Planters are now commencing to 
cultivate cotton alternately with sugar cane instead of allowing the ground to be fallow. It is 
however merely an experimental measure. 

The clause regarding the royalty was inserted in the Land Rules because at present a 
considerable Rev. {is obtained?}from the Royalty on tin, and it is known that there are many 
valuable mines in the District, though from the want vof a Geological Survey their position is 
still undefined and we are, as it were, making the sale blindfold. Were any Company established 
for working mines on a large scale, so as to really develop the resources of the country, the 
Government would be quite prepared to take their claim for a reduction of the percentage into 
consideration. I may mention, by the bye, that there are hot springs at Malacca, very beneficial 
for persons suffering from severe rheumatic affections. There is a Govt. Bungalow near for the 
accommodation of patients resorting to them. 

I shall feel obliged by your remembering me kindly to Mrs. Brett and mentioning that I have not 
forgotten the pleasure she so often amicably afforded her listeners in singing the Angel’s 
Whisper. 

Sd O.C. 

P.S. Will you kindly cause this (the?} amount of the enclosed cheque to be carried to my account 
with The Englishman. 

(True Copy) M Protheroe 



To W Brett Esqre. Ed Englishman Calcutta 

Singapore 25 Septr 

My dear Colonel Durand 

By the Mail I forward to your office a report upon the recent proceedings of the Dutch upon the 
Eastern coast of Sumatra, which will doubtless be deemed deserving of consideration. 

I was aware that something was going on in that Quarter and this was one of the reasons of my 
requesting Captain Corbett to visit the coast with the "Scout". His trip was extremely well timed 
for I have learnt from private sources that the Dutch had actually landed their Establishments 
with the view of taking charge of Langkat. On the appearance however of the "Scout" in the 
distance they were immediately re-embarked, though in the hurry apparently they forgot to 
remove the Flagstaff bearing the Dutch Ensign. 

There can be no doubt that the Dutch are most jealous of our commercial operations in the 
Archipelago and seek, as far as possible, to establish a Monopoly of trade wherever their 
influence may extend. At one time we had a large coasting trade with all the lower portion of 
Sumatra on both coasts, but it has almost entirely disappeared, the Dutch insisting that all 
produce shall be brought into their Settlements. Indeed coffee, of which quantity is exported 
from Sumatra, is now made a Dutch Govt. Monopoly and were they to take possession of the 
Pepper Ports, our interests wd. Suffer materially, the trade between Delly, Langkat, Acheen and 
Pinang and Madras being at present considerable, with a prospect, in the event of no interference 
being permitted on the part of any Foreign Power, of its increasing. Our right to maintain Free 
Trade with the Native States is undesirable (indisputable?} and we have always scrupulously 
acted up to the terms of the Treaty which the Dutch have not. The question was so ably argued 
by the present Premier when Secy to {of} State for Foreign Affairs that it is not necessary again 
to discuss it. 

The last news I have from Saigon refers to the intention of the French Govt. to construct an 
Electric Telegraph line from Saigon to Bangkok. The French Consul shewed me a letter from the 
Admiral mentioning the above scheme, which he stated was merely to form a link in the grand 
chain to connect Europe with China, as it would doubtless on one side be brought into 
consideration {connection?} with the Indian telegraphs and on the other be prolonged to 
Hongkong and Canton. The idea is doubtless a good one and better than that of effecting the 
communication by means of a marine cable, but until our line thro’ the Malayan Peninsula is 
commenced the only result from the construction of the Line from Cochin China to Siam would 
be the increase of French influence in the latter country, which is most probably the object in 
view, it being I understand no uncommon remark for French Officers to make that eventually we 
must meet at Bangkok. 

I have received no very recent news from Pahang. By the last account Inchi Wan Ahmed and his 
People, who have crossed the frontier near the source of one of the Rivers, were suffering from 
want of food and the Bandaharah’s force had advanced to attack them. In the meanwhile 
however the tin mines in the interior are deserted and out trade suffers in consequence. 



Sd O.C. 

(True Copy) M Protheroe 

Col Durand C.B. 

Foreign Secy 

Singapore 29th/9/62 

My dear Playfair 

I was glad to hear by your letter of the 24th Instant that you were getting on with the issue of 
titles under the Land Act. The work must of course be got through gradually. All that was really 
necessary was a commencement which you seem to have made. 

As regards Land in the Town held under regular title deeds from the Dutch, I should imagine that 
there was no necessity for proprietors to apply for any fresh grant from us, as these titles would 
be respected. However on this point, without seeing a copy of one of the Deeds, it is out of my 
power to express a very decided opinion. If you will furnish me with a copy, should I entertain 
any doubt as to the Nature of the right enjoyed, I would refer the question to the Advocate 
General. 

As regards the terms "holding land by prescription" it is quite clear that it applies solely to those 
persons or their legal representatives who held land under the Dutch previous to the cession of 
the Settlement and have contrived to hold them without receiving any grant from the Dutch or 
from our Government or having any title further than that of possession. All other parties who 
have obtained land subsequent to the cession have doe so by virtue of cutting papers granted 
from the land office, and they can of course be assessed under Act xvi of 1839 should they not 
wish to purchase. All other holders of land who have taken possession without authority as 
squatters, they can be if necessary ejected, but it would be better to give them the option of being 
assessed or of becoming purchasers, provided of course that they have not squatted on ground for 
which, previous to their occupation, a promise had been given, as in the case of Kim Singh and 
Yeam Chuan, to other intending purchasers. When the squatter held the lad in 1839, as long as he 
is willing to pay the assessment, he cannot be touched or interfered with in any way, as Secs ii 
and iii of Act xvi of 1839 would alone be applicable to his case. 

As well as I remember the promise to Kim Singh and Yeam Chuan was not until about 1857 or 
1858, so that it would be only persons that settled on their grants after that date against whom 
notice of ejectment could possibly be served. All others would merely receive Notice of 
Assessment and it would be solely in the event of their refusal to pay Assessments, that measures 
could be taken towards their ejectment. Indeed under any circumstances all appearance of 
harshness should, as far as possible, be avoided.  



I hope you will succeed in collecting money for your piers {pier?}; it is certainly much wanted. I 
suppose poor Yeam Chuan’s heir is not likely to prove as liberal as his father and fulfil the 
promise he made. 

I do not think you could well insert a clause in the Deed relative to assessment, that question 
being settled by the Act of the Legislative Council, but you might in issuing every deed at the 
same time give the person receiving it a copy of the translation of the Act for his information and 
guidance. You might order a few more copies to be struck off for this purpose. 

I hear that Kim Singh intends settling a number of cultivators on his land and I have little doubt 
that he will make great improvements in his estate in the course of the next 2 or 3 years. I am 
trying to induce some of the Planters from Bengal to come down and look at the Malacca 
District. Two or three first class Planters would make a great change in the interior. 

Sd O.C. 

Your brother has obtained an appointment from the C in C. 

Note to Sir R B McCausland forwarding for his opinion thereon a petition from several Chittiers 
in behalf of one Narrani Chitty sentenced to 3 years transportation for perjury. 

30th Septr 1862 

Précis of a note to Mr R Bain Pinang/5th Octr 1862 

Informs him that Col Macpherson will write to him about his grant and considers that he is quite 
right, as a general rule, in insisting upon the insertion of the clause relative to works being 
commenced. Thinks that the Directors of the Messageries Imperiales will not make any large 
outlay in land until satisfied that the line of steamers will prove remunerative. Mentions that the 
appeal to the Postmaster General has proved unremunerative. With regard to the School question 
thinks that the original sanction to the Grant of land particularly specified that it was to be under 
the usual conditions. Considers that the only reason why Mr Blundell brought the matter into 
Court was to clear up the doubt existing as to the right of the nominal Trustees to dispose of the 
property of the Institution. 

(sd) O.C. 

Précis of a letter to Major Man R C Pinang d/ 6th October 

Acknowledges receipt of last three notes. Requests him if possible to procure copies of the letters 
written by the Dutch to the Independent Rajahs on the Sumatra coast and informs him that the 
Stamps Act is being translated and several copies will be sent to him for distribution. 

Sd O.C. 

M.P. 



Précis of a letter to Captain Playfair R C Malacca d/7/10/62 

Regrets to hear of the Murder of another Chinese Hawker and intimates that he would sanction 
the offer of a reward for the murderer. States that he has told Kim Sing that the clause regarding 
Royalty will be entered in all Malacca Land Grants. In other respects the deed he will receive 
will be similar to those granted for land under cultivation in Singapore. Mentions that it was 
never interceded {intended?} the Royalty should be given up, and when the proposed rules 
regarding Malacca Lands were read to kim Sing he merely claimed the right of buying the land 
at 5 instead of 3 per acre. States that he is endeavouring to induce some Bengal Planters to come 
down and look at Malacca. Points out that in calculating the value of land, he is not to include 
the value of any house and with regard to land the owners of which have already fee simple titles 
no further grant will be needed. Intimates that Mayne never intended that his cut should lead to 
any injury of property and Mr Evans will have to send in information on this point. Supposes that 
in laying out the road between Aloor Gajah and Durian Tungal he followed the old path which 
formerly existed. Enquires whether he has any candidates down for the appointment of Light 
House Keeper, as a mr Powell down here is a candidate. Informs him that the title deeds have 
been put in hand and that he will soon be supplied with them, also that copies of the Stamp Act 
in Malay and Tamil will shortly be sent to him for distribution. 

Sd O.C. 

M.P. 

Singapore 7th October/62 

My dear Mitchell 

Press of business has prevented my acknowledging the receipt of your note of the 3rd Instant 
earlier. I am sorry that you should have been disappointed as regards your hopes of succeeding 
Captain Smart at Pinang. At the same time it is out of my power to make any changes in the 
orders issued on the subject. The facts of the case are simply these. In 1859 on a temporary 
vacancy occurring at Malacca, the appointment was offered to Mr Plunkett who had been 
educated to enter the bat. He asked for 24 hours to reflect and at the expiration of that period 
stated that he did not consider he possessed sufficient knowledge of the Native character and 
language to discharge the duties properly, and for that reason, although the step would have been 
very advantageous, he thought it his duty to decline it, at the same time expressing a hope that 
when he was really qualified he might be considered a candidate for promotion. 

On Burns going home Major Man was written authorizing him to offer the Ag Assistantship to 
Mr Plunkett if he deemed him fit to hold it. He made the offer which was accepted but Major 
Man begged that if possible he might not be deprived of his services as he much needed them, 
and Mr Plunkett was then informed that as he was detained at Pinang for the benefit of the Public 
Interests, his claim to any future promotion should not be overlooked. In taking into 
consideration therefore the claims of candidates for the appointment now vacant, Mr Plunkett 
could only be looked upon as the first in the list, and Major Man’s report still proving 
favourable, it was offered to him. How far it may prove permanent I cannot at present say, as it 



must depend entirely upon the working of the Stamp Act. As in the event of Mr Williams 
reverting to his old position, Mr Vaughan would be removed to Pinang, when {where?} for the 
present Mr Plunkett will merely officiate. 

I should regret much had I {in} any way led you to believe that you would succeed to the first 
vacancy, but on this point I certainly cannot reproach myself. I have never looked upon service 
as a P W Officer under the present constitution of the Department as giving any particular claim 
to Civil Employ. In former days the Superintendent of Convicts were really and not nominally 
Assistant Residents and performed civil duties. Major Man was Comr of the Court of Requests at 
Singapore, but such is not now the case and an ex Engineer must seek advancement in his own 
Dept. which in reality gives him a much wider field than formerly enjoyed, as it is not merely 
restricted to the Straits.  

Trusting that the foregoing observations may convince you that there has been no intentional 
supercession in filling up the vacant appointment etc. 

Sd O. C. 

True Copy 

M Protheroe 

Captain Mitchell 

Ag Asst: to the R C Malacca 

Précis of a letter to Captain Playfair R C Malacca d/8/10/62 

Trusts that the forms of the Deeds will be despatched to his office almost immediately. As 
regards the sale of land within 4 miles from the limits of the town mentions that it is not the wish 
of Govt. to impose any heavy burthen on the cultivators and in cases where they may wish to 
purchase, 20 years’ purchase of the present annual payment would be a fair charge, and it would 
only be when holders wished to be assessed that it would be necessary to ascertain the proper 
rate of assessment to be levied. Consiers that he had better refer this question officially. 
Presumes that he thoroughly understands that if a holder of ground, even though unwilling to 
purchase, pay his assessment or one tenth part of the produce as the case may be, he has no right 
to interfere with him. Considers that the permit should only be given in cases where there may be 
great delay in issuing the title deeds or when the land may be waste and have to be properly 
surveyed. In Dr Hanson’s case, will be happy to confirm him, but mentions the possibility of the 
appointment of Dy Comr of Police at Malacca being done away with. 

Sd O.C. 

M.P. 

Précis of a letter to Capt Playfair Ag R C Malacca 9/10/62 



Proposes a scheme for the introduction of sheep into Malacca and requests his opinion thereon 

My dear Sir Richard 

Pray accept my best thanks for your kid note and for the copy of the notes of evidence that 
accompanied it. After a careful perusal of the latter I cannot but come to the same conclusion as 
yourself. When compared with the evidence the fallacies of Mr Cereira’s (Pereira?) agreements 
{arguments?} are most apparent. His extracts are of course carefully selected so as to stop short 
of the points in the Dhobee’s favor in fact representing the truth but not the whole truth. 

I presume that in recording Mr Baxter’s evidence there was a clerical error in substituting 
Soopramanien for Sutchurana, as the latter would seem to have been the perso who first made 
the complaint to the police, the former not having been present when the scuffle took place. 

Sd O.C. 

10th Octr True Copy M Protheroe 

Sir Richard McCausland 

To the Senior Naval Officer Straits of Malacca 

10/10/62 

Sir 

I have the honor to request the favor of your granting me a passage for myself and family on the 
next occasion of H.M.S. "Scout" proceeding to the Settlement of Sarawak 

(sd) O.C. 

True Copy 

M.P. 

My dear Mr Callaghan 

I have the pleasure to enclose a letter to the address of the Sultan of Sooloo which I should feel 
much obliged by your forwarding in the event of your having an opportunity of doing so. It is in 
reply to a communication received from him a long time ago, the receipt of which I have never 
as yet been able to acknowledge. There being at present so much trading between Singapore and 
the Sooloo group, I have thought of sending it to you as a dernier resort under the impression 
that Sooloo craft, either piratical or otherwise, may occasionally venture into your harbour, and if 
peaceably disposed, might be willing to take charge of a missive to their Chief. We are in hopes 
of taking a trip in your direction. Captain Corbett offered us a passage in the "Scout" to Sarawak, 
but as he wishes to be back here by the 24th Inst he is not likely to proceed as far as Labuan 



unless the Bishop was anxious to make a visitation tour which is not probable as his Chaplain Mr 
Marett is still here. etc. etc. 

(sd) O.C. 

True Copy M Protheroe 

10/10/62 H.E. The Govr of Labuan 

My dear Sir 

Many thanks for your kind letter of the 1st Inst and for your endeavours to prevail upon the Court 
at Bangkok to withdraw the Ex.Sultan of Lingga from Tringanu, endeavours which {I} have 
little doubt will prove successful, as I have seen a translation of a letter addressed to the Sultan of 
Tringanu differing somewhat in its tenor from the conversation you held on the subject, and 
acknowledging that I was right in sending the Sultan a warning. 

The insertion of the name of Inchi Wan Ahmed in the Despatch from the Secy to Foreign De[t. 
was perhaps a mistake, as in no part of my correspondence had I stated that he had been sent 
down from Siam. However the inference that he was so {is?}perfectly warrantable from the facts 
of the case, as I had evidence to prove that the Steamer put into Calantan and from that place 
Inchi Wan Ahmed accompanied the Ex.Sultan to Tringanu. I have drawn up a reply to the 
observations made to you which you will I think consider perfectly satisfactory and entirely 
disposing of their objections to the purport of my representations to the Gov Genl. 

I can hardly suppose that Mr. Knox has perused your instructions from the Foreign Office if he 
presumes to question the right of the Gov. Genl. To interfere with regard to the State of affairs in 
Tringanu and Kalantan. The treaty containing the Article relative to these states was concluded 
with the Government of India. All correspondence with them has always been conducted by that 
Govt, and from the copy of the correspondence forwarded to the Governor of the Straits on your 
appointment being made it appears that you are to attend to any instructions received from the 
G.G., instructions which could of course only relate to matters connected with India. 

Whilst it cannot be denied that the preservation of the peace of the Peninsula is a question of 
Indian importance Mr Know in my opinion has no knowledge whatever as to the actual position 
of Tringanu and Kalantan with respect to the court of Bangkok, and a study of the treaty of 1826 
would be beneficial. At the same time, if your supposition is really correct and he has entered 
into communication with the Prime Minister for the purpose of thwarting your endeavours to 
persuade the Siamese Govt. to {?} it is clear that he is unfit for H.M.Service, and the sooner he is 
removed from his present office the better. etc. etc. 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy 

M Protheroe 



Sir R Schomburgk 

Consul for Siam 

My dear Col Durand 

With reference to my official on the subject of the recent disturbances in Pahang I have the 
pleasure to enclose the copy of a translation of a letter from the foreign Minister at Siam to the 
Sultan of Tringanu which has reached me from a Private source. The contents lead me to believe 
that the Court at Bangkok has become aware of the responsibility it has incurred and is now 
really anxious that the Ex.Sultan should be removed from Tringanu . On his return to Siam I 
have little doubt that Ichi Wan Ahmed finding himself unsupported will also retire and that quiet 
will be restored. 

One of our Firms here has been rather a heavy sufferer owing to the unsettled state of affairs, 
having advanced a considerable sum to a contractor to work the tin mines in the interior and all 
operations having been suspended consequent on the unwillingness of the miners to run the risk 
of being attacked by Wan Ahmed and his party. Many of the Chinese Residents have also been 
losers from the same cause. Had the country remained undisturbed our trade with it would in all 
probability have considerably increased by this time. 

I hope this is the last occasion on which we shall have to interfere. I entertain little doubt that 
fear of us has alone prevented the Sultan of Tringanu and Ex.Sultan of Linga from acting openly 
agt. Pahang and that in doing so they would have received encouragement from Bangkok. 

As perhaps you may be glad of information relative to the position at present held by the Dutch 
on the east Sumatra coast I send an extract from a note containing an account of their 
Establishment at Bancalis, an Island opposite to Siak, where hitherto their force has been located. 
It would appear that they are now contemplating a move to the Mainland. Although they 
disclaim any intention of interfering with our trade it is evident that those of our merchants who 
have dealings with the Natives on that coast mistrust them. 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy M Protheroe 

Col Durand 11/10/62 

Secy to Govt Mly Dept 

Singapore 14th Octr 

My dear Mr Drummond 

As it is possible that the question of determining the relative value of the dollar and Rupee with 
reference to the introduction of the Stamp Act into the Straits may be referred to your 



Department, I write these few lines to point out the expediency if practicable of fixing a rate of 
exchange at wh: portional parts of one coin may correspond with portional {proportional?}parts 
of the other, that is a certain number of cents may be equal to one anna. 

The intrinsic value of dollars, according to the test of the mint, is $100=224.8.6; the rate of 
exchange varies. During the rice season it may be calculated at from 218 to 224 Rs. Per $100, 
and for the remainder of the year from 224 Rs. to 232 Rs. per 100 dollars. Now there are three 
rates at which the exact value of an anna can be given in cents, viz 

250 Rs. per $100 or 21/2 cents per anna 

227.4.4 per $100 or 23/4 cents " 

208Rs. for $100 or 3 " " 

The first is evidently very high and would entail a great loss upon the State. The third is 
obviously too low and would entail equal loss upon the community, but the 2nd although 
somewhat higher than the actual value of the dollar would not be very much in excess, and it 
would be worthwhile for the govt. to sacrifice a little in order to facilitate the transaction of 
business and prevent the Mercantile world from feeling the new tax to be not only a pecuniary 
burthen but also the source of constant and daily annoyance from the difficulty of calculating the 
exact value of the Stamps they may be required to use. 

Altogether this double currency gives great trouble in the Straits and I should be very glad if we 
could be allowed to use only the $ coinage in our accounts, merely giving the grand totals in 
rupees (in red ink) at the foot of all financial papers. It would save much present waste of time 
and labor. I have often advocated the introduction of an English $, to be coined at the Calcutta 
Mint. From all I hear I believe the coin would be gladly received throughout the Archipelago and 
China, whilst a considerable profit would be realized by the State from the Royalty on the Silver 
forwarded to the Mint. 

I wrote to poor Baird Smith on the subject of giving him all the necessary data to enable him to 
calculate the probable profit, but his departure, poor fellow, for the Upper Provinces prevented 
his taking up the subject. 

Sd. O.C. 

True Copy 

M.P. 

The Hon’ble C Drummond 

Sec. to Govt. 

Fin Dep 



Singapore 

30th October 1862 

My dear Sir 

Your kind letter of the 17th Instant was received on my return two days ago from Sarawak. I was 
sorry to hear that up to the date of writing apparently no active measures had been adopted by the 
Siamese Govt for withdrawing the Ex.Sultan of Linga from Tringanu. That he has been the cause 
of the disturbances in Pahang there can be now no doubt, as he has himself written to me 
claiming authority over the country and the consequent right of interfering with the management 
of affairs therein. I have also depositions with respect to the blockade that has been established 
over the Kuantan River by boats from Kamaman.  

The course that I am called upon to pursue, in accordance with the instructions from the 
Govr.Genl. is very clear. As the Siamese Govt. have failed to remove the author of these 
troubles, it is my duty to protect British interests by depriving the Sultan of Tringanu of the 
power in future of disturbing the Peace of the Peninsula, and unless the next despatch from your 
office satisfies me that arrangements have been made for the immediate return of the Ex.Sultan 
to Bangkok, I shall consult with the Senior Naval Officer as to the steps to be taken for inflicting 
so severe a blow upon Tringanu as will paralyse the movements of the Sultan and his Guest and 
completely defeat their plans. The "Scout" and "Coquette" are both here at present, and the 
"Pluto" and "Rifleman" may shortly be expected, so that there would be a large force available 
for any operations that might be necessary. 

My own belief is that the Court of Siam is attempting to deceive us. Have you been furnished 
with a copy of the letter addressed to the Sultan of Tringanu on the 25th Ultimo after the receipt 
of your remonstrance? If not it might be advisable for your to allude to it. I have secured a 
translation so that its existence cannot be denied. The Court of Bangkok has certainly not, as far 
as that missive is concerned, fulfilled the promise made to you. The Sultan of Tringanu is merely 
warned to be on his Guard to prevent my obtaining a cause for complaint and informed that as 
respects the Ex.Sultan he is to do what he considers best. 

I fancy the existence of a French Settlement in Cochin China has drawn attention to the necessity 
of our exercising a watchful supervision over the Native States in the Malay Peninsula, and 
consequently that your despatches will excite a little more interest at the F.O., more especially as 
I imagine that the present Govr Genl, who is well acquainted with the Straits occasionally 
submits his views upon the subject for the consideration of the ministry. Poor Lord Canning was 
so fully occupied with Indian affairs that he had not time to give attention to our Politics in this 
Quarter. Moreover he was most anxious that the Straits should be removed from his control and 
placed under the Colonial Office. 

Sd O.C. 

(True Copy) M Protheroe 



Sir R Schomburgk 

Consul Bangkok 

My dear Sir Richard 

I find upon enquiry that the man Tallib’s regarding whose case I spoke to you last night was tried 
at Singapore on the 4th Janry 1861 and not at Malacca as originally reported. The petit jury 
brought in a special verdict of Insane and he was directed to be remanded to H.M.’s Jail until the 
pleasure of Govt could be known. Subsequently under the usual order he was transferred to the 
Lunatic Asylum. Drs Rose and Cowpar now certify as to his sanity and fitness to be released and 
some of his relatives have entered into cognisances to prevent his commiting any breach of the 
Peace in the event of his being allowed to leave the Asylum. Under the circumstances therefore, 
no actual sentence of imprisonment having been passed, it appears to me that acting on Sec v of 
Act iv of 1849 I should be justified in issuing an order for his being restored to his friends 
instead of being remanded to H.M.s Jail, the latter course apparently being only legal in cases in 
which a term of imprisonment may have been awarded and the insanity of the Prisoner 
ascertained whilst he was actually undergoing his sentence, and consequently not being 
applicable in this instance. I should be very much obliged by your kindly favoring me with your 
opinion on this subject. 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy M.P. 

Sir R B McCausland Recd 

Précis of a letter to J Brooke Brooke Esqre Rajah Mudah of Sarawak d/1/11/62 

Forwards forms of agreement used in land office at Singapore. Mentions that in his agreements a 
clause regarding mineral produce will be necessary reserving it to Government as otherwise he 
might be involved in difficulty either with the Borneo Company as proprietors. Also encloses 
brochure on cotton; will be happy to be of any use to him should he at any time require advice. 

Sd O.C. 

M.P. 

My dear Sir 

In case the appearance of our Man of War off Tringanu should have had the desired effect of 
inducing the Ex.Sultan of Linga to return to Bangkok on board the "Coquette" I write these few 
lines to mention that by the next opportunity I will forward you a full report as to the causes that 
have induced me to take active measures without waiting a reply to my last despatch. The 
principal {cause?} has of course been the approaching changes of the Monsoon and the 
consequent necessity for allowing the Sultan of Tringanu to become acquainted with our 



intentions before all means of communication with him might be cut off. I have received another 
Despatch from Calcutta to the same purport as the last, so that it is clear that our proceedings in 
this Quarter meet with the G.G. approval. Pray excuse this brief note. 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy 

M.P. 

Précis of a note to Lt Col. Macpherson R C 5/11/62 

Mentions having sent above letter to Sir R Schomburgk for the "Coquette" to take on in case she 
goes to Bangkok. Directs him to take care that the "Tonze" has her full complement of coal so 
that she may steam back if necessary. Hopes Patterson has given him a man to identify the boats. 
If any doubt should be felt about these they might be taken into the Senior Naval Officer’s 
charge until enquiries cd be made regarding them at Quantan River. 

Sd O.C. 

M.P. 

  

My dear Sir Richard 

I have the pleasure to return with many thanks the depositions in Tallib’s case you kindly sent 
me . After some consideration I have authorized his being made over to the charge of his wife 
and the two securities {sureties?} desiring Dr Rose when they make their appearance at the 
Asylum to receive him to impress upon them the necessity of keeping a strict watch upon him 
and immediately reporting any unfavourable symptoms they may notice. etc. etc. 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy M.P. 

6/11/62 

My dear Sir Richard 

Referring to the Calendar received from the Registrar’s Office it appears to me that the course 
you mention in your note of yesterday has been pursued. The prisoner Talib had a true Bill found 
against him by the Grand Jury whilst a special verdict of insanity was recorded by the petit Jury, 
so that apparently he could not again be brought to trial for the same offence. Had not this been 
the case he would have been recommitted to the Sheriff’s custody. 



Sd O.C. 

7/11/62 True Copy 

M Protheroe 

My dear Sir Richard 

I have the pleasure to return the copy of your notes with many thanks. I overlooked the Statute 
referred to at the foot and had imagined the Jury had found a special verdict under Sec ii of the 
Indian Act iv of 1849 for the safe custody of Criminal Lunatics. However I am glad to find you 
think I am justified in allowing his friends to have charge of Talib. They will of course be 
warned to exercise strict supervision over him. 

Sd O.C. 

10/11/62 True Copy M.P. 

Sir R McCausland 

Singapore 10th Novr 

My dear Sir 

As in the event of orders being forwarded by the next Mail for the introduction of the Stamp tax 
into the Straits it is a matter of considerable importance that the decision of Government should 
be obtained on the question of the "rate of exchange" and Stamps on bank notes recently 
submitted for consideration, I should feel much obliged if you would kindly communicate the 
instructions of the Govr General in Council on these points by means of a telegram to Galle to be 
transmitted to Singapore by the O:land Steamer. By this means a delay of some 10 or 12 days 
may be saved. It is useless writing by this route, as in all probability your letter would be 
detained 15 days at Galle and would not reach me until after the arrival of the direct China 
Steamer. 

There is another subject to which I would beg your kind attention, viz the transfer of our 
European Convicts to the Andaman Islands. Although the Supreme Govt has approved of the 
arrangement and the rolls of the 2 men were submitted some time back, I have not yet received 
the final order for their removal and I cannot act with {without?} it. It is a pity to keep them in 
confinement here when they might be useful and comparatively speaking contented at Port Blair. 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy M.P. 

To Secy to Govt H D 



Calcutta 

Précis of a letter to Lt. Col. Strachey Secy to Govt P.W.D. d/11th Novr 1862 

Thanks him for his letter of the 26th. States that Captain Mayne will sign himself as Secy to Govt 
in the P.W.D. Regarding his query respecting vessels proceeding to Port Blair. encloses a note 
from the Master Attendant at Singapore on the subject. States that some of his orders have been 
rather puzzling of late as the Financial Dept. has to be satisfied before items of expenditure can 
be transferred from one heading to another. 

Sd O.C. 

Précis of a letter to W.S.Atkinson Esqre M.A. Director of Public Instruction 

D/11th Novr 1862 

Requests him to transmit a copy of rules regarding Scholarships prescribing the Standard to be 
obtained for Junior Scholarships and the course to be pursued with regard to the selection of 
candidates to whom they are to be awarded. Enquires whether he knows of any one qualified to 
take charge of a large school and requiring a situation as there is a vacancy at Malacca. Salary 
Rs. 250 per mensem. 

Sd O.C. 

M.P. 

Précis of a letter to Captain Playfair R C Malacca d/11/11/62 

Encloses a note addressed to Capt. Reddie (précis infra) and desires him to forward with it a draft 
for Rs.250 after perusal if he knows of no one better able to purchase sheep in Calcutta. Enquires 
what is being done about the sale of or assessment of land held under cutting papers. With regard 
to Kim Sing considers that if his title deeds are ready he should be addressed officially regarding 
his land and directs him to issue a circular to all occupiers of land under cutting papers warning 
them that they will be assessed under Act xvi of 1839 unless they purchase. Desires him to give 
the "Mohr" to Sd John Hay should he require her.  

Sd O.C. 

Précis of a letter to Capt. Reddie Supt of Marine Calcutta d/11th Novr 1862 

Desires him to request the officer Comg the "Pluto" to purchase and bring down from Calcutta to 
Malacca as many grass fed sheep as he can for Rs. 250 in the proportion of one Ram to two 
Ewes and states that the R.C. Malacca will enclose the necessary purchase money. Mentions that 
one of the Engineers from Bombay will have to be discharged for drunkenness and states that 
there are vacancies in the Straits for one or two more. 



M.P. (sd) O.C. 

Précis of a letter to Mr Callaghan Governor of Labuan d/22nd November 1862 

Forwards a letter from Admiral Hope to his address. 

Précis of a note to Major Man d/24th/11/62 

Mentions that he has answered the Sultan of Acheen’s letter. 

M.P. 

(insert) 

Précis of a letter to Major Man R C Pinang d/21st Novr 1862 

Acknowledges receipt of his note of 11th. Will make the necessary alterations in his Budget. 
Remarks that the letter from Acheen is wrongly sealed and will be returned. Hopes Major Mayne 
has made himself acquainted with the wants of his residency. Enquires whether Dr Monut has 
written to him regarding the Andamanese. 

M.P. 

(end of insert) 

My Lord 

In accordance with instructions conveyed in your Lordship’s letter of the 8th August I have now 
the honor to transmit a Report on the Settlement of Sarawak drawn up in the form of an 
Administration Report of an Indian Province. I have adopted this form as one admitting of a 
suitable division of all subjects of interest and consequently easy of reference, whilst it is perhaps 
better adapted for conveying detailed information without at the same time being discursive or 
verbose, than a Report of a more pretending and elaborate character. 

I have found myself unable to express any opinion as to the relative cost of the two first of the 
alternatives mentioned in your Lordship’s communication because on this point so much must 
depend upon the Constitution of the Government that would be granted to Sarawak in the event 
of its being taken possession of as a colony and the matters of the countenance and support 
which it would otherwise receive if merely taken under our protection. In either case I presume 
that a gunboat would be stationed on the Borneo Coast for the protection of trade. 

From the perusal of that Section of the Report having reference to the financial state of the 
Settlement your Lordship will probably consider that {the sums} specified in Mr. St. John’s 
memo as required to meet the demands on account of the public Debt and the claims of Sir James 
Brooke are somewhat over rated. What the actual amount of the former may be I have been 
unable to ascertain, but I believe there is only one creditor, a personal friend of Sir James 



Brooke, and that the sum was advanced solely for the purchase of the "Rainbow", a formal 
acknowledgement being taken in order to avoid its being considered as a gift. The exact amount 
must be stated in{?} this deed and this sum, which cannot be large, should certainly be repaid. 

As regards the Rajah’s own claims I am induced to believe that they would be covered by the 
assignment, either for some fixed period or for the lives of himself and his nephew, of the 
Annual sum of £1,500 paid by the Borneo Company for the privilege of working the Antimony 
mines. I have little doubt that the Sultan of Bruni would accept £10,000 and even perhaps less 
in(?) satisfaction of all his rights, and this with the guarantee of the British Government might 
easily be raised at 5 per cent, thus materially reducing the amount of the Annual Disbursement. 

The yearly accounts of the Sarawak Government might then be roughly estimated as follows:- 

Receipts Disbursements 

Local Sir James Brooke 

£17,000 £1,500 

Borneo Company Interest on Debt 

£2,000 £500 

Balance to meet local charges 

______ £17,000 

£19,000 £19,000 

The above balance would certainly suffice to carry on the Government on its present scale, 
whilst there would be fair reason to suppose that, as soon as Sarawak became a British Colony, 
there would be an influx of Chinese and a corresponding rise in the revenue. 

If Sarawak however is to be formed into a separate Government to meet the requirement of the 
Home Authorities, a considerable increase of Establishment would be needed, but in the event of 
the Straits being transferred to the Colonial Office, there can be no doubt that both as a measure 
of economy, and with the view of ensuing  

(ensuring?) unity of action in the Archipelago, it would be desirable to make Labuan and 
Sarawak Lt. Governorships, subordinate to Singapore. This arrangement would not only obviate 
the necessity of increasing at Sarawak, but lead to a reduction at Labuan, as the Lieut Governor 
there would I presume equally with those at Malacca and Pinang conduct Ex Officio the duties of 
the Treasury and Land Office. They cannot be very heavy and would merely require the services 
of a Medical Officer, and an Assistant to act as Police Magistrate and Commissioner of the Court 
of Requests, all important cases being either referred to the Lt Governor as Judge of the Court, or 



committed to the Sessions which might be held once a year by the Recorder of Singapore, the 
Recorder at Pinang taking those at Malacca. 

Sarawak is not yet ripe for the introduction of English Law and it would be necessary for some 
time to come to retain it as what might be styled a non Regulation Province, defining however 
the powers of the Assistants, which would be exercised in accordance with some fixed though 
simple code, and subjecting all civil cases involving sums beyond a certain amount and all 
criminal cases when the punishment might exceed a certain term of imprisonment to revision, 
not as respects the mere legality but as regards the Equity of the decision with reference to the 
Evidence adduced, of the Singapore Court, of which the governor and Resident Councillor are 
members. This would possibly act as a sufficient check upon Magistrates, without at the same 
time introducing into the colony an{?} Element which it is certainly not yet ripe to receive. 

I trust that your Lordship will find that the necessary information on every other point to which 
my attention was called has been duly embodied in the Report. I had wished to have personally 
inspected the mines, and had made all the arrangements for a trip into the interior for this 
purpose, but in consequence of the sudden heavy rain the river became so swollen that both Capt. 
Brooke and the Agent of the Borneo {Company} considered that it would be impracticable for 
me to reach the mining district, whilst the attempt would be attended with considerable risk, and 
I was therefore obliged to abandon the idea, as I could not delay my return to Singapore until the 
River subsided. 

My expenses of the trip were but trifling and I would therefore merely request your Lordship to 
kindly move the F.O. to authorize the payment through the Admiralty of the prescribed Table 
Allowance to Captain Corbett Commanding the H.M.S. "Scout" for {the time?} occupied by our 
passage. 

In conclusion I deem it right to record my acknowledgement of the kindness and courtesy 
experienced from Captain Brooke. As far as the records of his Office admit every paper I 
required was most readily placed at my service, and he was always prepared to afford me any 
assistance in his power in conducting any enquiries. Although at first there were naturally some 
surmises in the Public Journals as to the cause of my proceeding to Sarawak, I believe it is now 
generally supposed that I had no special object in making the trip, further than that of visiting a 
settlement in which I must naturally take some little interest. 

Sd. O.C. 

True Copy 

M Protheroe 

H.E. the Rt H. Ld Elgin Govr General 

My dear Commodore 



I have the pleasure to enclose two letters for Tringanu which you have kindly allowed the 
"Coquette" to convey to their destination. It is reported though I do not know how with much 
truth that matters are already assuming a more satisfactory aspect in Pahang and that Inchi Wan 
Ahmed is falling back. etc.etc. 

Sd O C 

True Copy 

M Protheroe 

Commodroe the Rt Hon’ble Lord Hay 

Comg E.I. Station 

Précis of a letter to Captain Playfair R C Malacca d/1st Decr 1862 

Acknowledges receipt of his two letters d’13th and 28th Ultimo. Is glad to find he has remitted the 
money for the sheep. Approves of his scheme for the disposal of the land at Malacca with some 
slight modifications. States that Kim Sing has not yet sent in his appeal against the royalty. 
Mentions that there is no chance of Govt’s yielding to the request of the Petitioners whose 
representations he has lately submitted. Desires him to send in an official on the subject of the 
Canal. Intimates that Capt Mayne will shortly go to Malacca about the new Bks for the Eur 
Artillery. Has no objection to the reading of the Koran in the new school for an hour a day and 
considers that he should avail himself of the services of the old schoolmasters. Mentions that the 
"Tonze" is to go to Pinang with the order for the Stamp Act for Major Man. 

M P. 

Singapore 1st Decr 1862 

My dear Sir, 

I have the pleasure to enclose a letter to your address from Admiral Hope reporting his having 
delivered over the command of the China and Sudin  

{Eastern?} Squadron. He passed through this {place?} a few days ago en route for Calcutta. He 
mentioned that he hoped that we should have ere long a couple of gunboats stationed at 
Singapore, in which case with the Corvette and Surveying vessel, as well as the local 
Government steamers we should always have a strong naval force in the Straits. 

By the last Calcutta Mail I received a letter to the effect that as far as my  

proceedings go with regard to Siam had been reported, they had been fully approved and the 
matter reported to the Home Government. 



I have received a communication from the Sultan of Tringanu promising in future always to 
attend to our wishes. I have written to inform him that we are not unwilling to extend our 
friendship again to him but he must distinctly understand that we will have peace and tranquillity 
throughout the Peninsula, and anyone who attempts to disturb it must be prepared to suffer the 
consequences. I have received the copy of another letter addressed to the Sultan of Tringanu 
showing that the Court at Bangkok have no real intention of fulfilling the promise made to you 
of withdrawing the Ex.Sultan of Lingga. There can be no doubt that the document is an authentic 
one, for it is accompanied by a copy of one of my letters, and of one for yourself, and the former 
has a remark in the King’s own handwriting in the Margin to the effect that Wan Ahmed did not 
come in the Steamer to Tringanu, but joined the Ex.Sultan at that place by land. I fancy this was 
never intended to meet my eyes. An offer was made by the King to buy up the Singapore Times 
to advocate his cause. Negotiations were entered into through a Mr. Vanderville, a Dutchman I 
fancy, well known to the Rhio Authorities, but the offer was not accepted. 

I think the visit of the Commodore to Bangkok will have a very good effect. It might perhaps be 
as well to give the King a hint that it would not be advisable to keep him waiting when he has his 
audience, as he would not I am sure submit to any want of courtesy on this point, nor indeed is it 
right in his position that he should do so, and it would be awkward were he to leave the Palace 
without waiting to have an interview. 

(sd) Orfeur Cavenagh 

True Copy 

M Protheroe 

To Sir R Schomburgk 

H B M Consul Bangkok 

6th December 1862 

My dear Sir Richard 

I have gone carefully over all the papers and it appears to me that neither the Judicial nor the 
Executive Authorities at Singapore are bound to take any action in the matter of a person charged 
with the commission of an offence in Siam. That action must be taken in the first instance by the 
Consul who, in accordance with sec xxii of the Order in Council is bound to make over the 
Prisoner with the necessary warrant to the Commander of one of Her Majesty’s Ships of War or 
other British Vessel. 

I have yet to read over Act 98 6 & 7 of Vic: which however I have sent for, but I presume that 
Sec 4 equally with 13 Geo 3rd Ch63 admits of evidence duly recorded abd authoritated by the 
Consul being used before the Court, and deemed as good evidence as if the witness had been 
present. If so, all that would be necessary would be for the Consul to submit the evidence taken 
before him in ap roper form, and the Court here could take cognisance of it. Some of the 



questions put to the witnesses were somewhat irregular but are not I fancy illegal. There is one 
point however I cannot quite discover viz — even the latter depositions taken from witnesses for 
the Defence or Prosecution. 

Of course all expenses connected with the trial must be defrayed from the Treasury, and a Bill 
submitted to the Imperial Government. If you approve I will write to Sir R Schomburgk 
mentioning that his letter has been transferred to me and pointing out the apparent course to be 
pursued. 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy 

M.P. 

Sir R B McCausland 

Recorder 

Spore 6th Decr 

My dear Sir Richard 

I find that Sec 4 of Act 94 6&7 Vic: only applies to witnesses for the defence but sec xxiii of the 
Order in Council confers upon the Consul the power of making regulations for defraying the 
costs of criminal prosecution, so that apparently it would rest with Sir Robert Schomburgk to 
make arrangements for sending down the witnesses. All that this Government could do wd be to 
make such advances to them as Sir R may instruct. 

Sd O C 

There seems to be no authority for compelling the presence of witnesses before the Court at 
Singapore. 

Sd O C 

To Sir R B McCausland Recorder 

True Copy 

M P 

Précis of a letter to Mr Callaghan Governor of Labuan 



Forwards a despatch of 25th Octr received from the Foreign Office. States that the Commodore 
will not visit the Borneo Coast and considers that probably a gunboat will be sent for the 
protection of the Coast of Borneo. 

M P 

Singapore d/7th Decr 1862 

My dear Sir 

I find that I have two letters of yours viz those of the 8th and 28th Ult remaining unanswered. 

I am sorry that my proceedings at Tringanu should have in any way disconcerted your plans, but 
I am perfectly satisfied that the course pursued was the correct one, and that the Siamese 
Government had no intention whatever of fulfilling the promise made to you of withdrawing the 
Ex.Sultan of Lingga from the Peninsula. Indeed it is quite possible that the Steamer would not 
have left Bangkok even by the 17th, had the Court not received the intelligence of the arrival of 
our Man of War off the coast, a special messenger being sent from Tringanu with this 
information on the 10th. 

As regards any irregularity with respect to dealing with Tringanu and Calantan direct instead of 
through your office, the records of my office distinctly shew that for the last 30 years all 
communications with the Chiefs of those states have been direct and that we never recognised 
the right of Siam to interfere. In 1858 Mr. Blundell went up the coast and warned the Sultan of 
Tringanu that if he persisted in interfering with the affairs of Pahang he would be punished. I did 
the same last year. In Colonel Butterworth’s time also he was threatened with punishment for 
having caused the execution of some British subjects, but it was subsequently considered that he 
might have really been under the impression that they were, as he alleged, Pirates, and the 
punishment was consequently not inflicted. In fact you will not find a single reference to either 
of the two States above mentioned in your office, whilst it can be distinctly proved from my 
records that, as stated in my official letter, from the signing of Captain Burney’s treaty up to the 
present day there has been constant correspondence between this Government and Tringanu and 
Calantan, whilst on the contrary all correspondence with the rulersof countries subject to Siam 
have been duly conducted through the authorities at Bangkok. 

I am well aware that for some time past the Kings of Siam have been endeavouring to usurp 
authority over the other two States, and it is quite possible that Mr. Knox, having been in the 
Service, may have somewhat fostered the idea, but on such points opinions are of no avail and 
facts alone can be weighed. The matter may be easily determined by putting one question to the 
Prime Minister — has the British Govt ever in any way acknowledged the Court of Bangkok as 
the channel of correspondence between its officers and the Chiefs of Tringanu and Kalantan? If 
such has been the case, state the occasion of its occurrence. 

Lord Elgin has already sent home the correspondence which I fancy contains a couple of letters 
from the Siamese Court to the Sultan of Tringanu not to be found among your collection, one at 



least of them shewing that the Bangkok Authorities had no intention, if it could possibly be 
avoided, of fulfilling the promise made of recalling the Ex.Sultan of Lingga from the Peninsula. 

You will perhaps be rather agreeably surprised at finding that for once, both the papers in the 
Straits most fully support the Policy of the Government, notwithstanding the bribes offered by 
Siam. Even complains more of the general policy than of the present action, as he considers we 
should put the present Sultan on the throne and rule the Peninsula in his name. This course might 
perhaps have been adopted some thirty years ago but at present it is perfectly impracticable. 

I have sent you an official on the subject of the trial of Capt. White which will I trust carry all the 
information you require. I however enclose a note received last night from the Clerk of the 
Crown which perhaps you may find useful. 

Ere this the Commodore must have reached Bangkok. I shall be glad to hear that his reception 
has gone off well. I should think your position would be much strengthened by the occasional 
visits of our Men of War. 

Sd O.C. 

Sir R Schomburgk 

Consul Bangkok 

Précis of a note to Major Man R C Pinang 8/12/62 

Informs him that the Pirates affair will be enquired into by the Siamese. Mentions that the 
convicts from this {place} will be sent per "Dalhousie" to Bombay. 

M.P. 

Précis of a letter to Captain Playfair R C Malacca dated 13th December 1862 

Acknowledges his letter of the 11th Instant. Desires him to write officially regarding the omission 
on the part of the Calcutta Authorities to supply him with stamps, specifying the 

date of his indent and of any subsequent letter on the subject. Mentions that all the indents have 
not been fully supplied yet. Considers that if land has been held under a commutation deed for 20 
years without any claim being preferred, the holder of the Dutch title has forfeited his right. If 
the question be raised requests him to report the matter officially and the opinion of the Advocate 
General can be obtained in the matter. Desires him to keep the pistol as it may be required 
hereafter. Mentions that Mr Pereira should be informed that the paper held in his client’s name 
will be made over to anyone authorized to receive it and he (the R C) should take no further steps 
in the matter, as the Court only can issue orders regarding deposits. A periodical statement of 
Accounts is submitted by the Accountant General, and if Mr Lewis’s proceedings are to be 
objected to, the matter should have been noticed earlier. Regarding the land the question is what 
is its present value. An extra Rupee has recently been charged per acre for survey fee. Was glad 



to hear that the first annuity had been sold. With regard to the unjust seizure of property by 
Rambow people desires him to write to the Rajah that if restitution be not made the matter will 
be brought to the Govr’s notice. Thanks him for official regarding schools. Considers that 
Fridays and Sundays should be holidays. 

Sd O C M.P. 

13/12/62 

Extract from a letter to Admiral May Commander in Chief Batavia 

You must indeed have been sadly disappointed at the abandonment of the proposed scheme for a 
combined attack upon the Sooloo Islands. It is clear that both Holland and England were 
perfectly in accord on this point and the opposition was offered by Spain alone. I have not yet 
received the final correspondence on the subject.  

It is hoped that Spain has engaged to employ a sufficient force to keep the Lanoons in check. I do 
not anticipate the pirates making their appearance in this quarter this year, as whenever they may 
happen to meet with disasters, such as they lately experienced, they generally remain quiet for a 
season. However I am sure the Senior Naval officer will be happy to cooperate with you, and I 
will make him au fait with your proposed arrangements whenever I hear from you on the subject. 

Sd O C 

True Copy 

M Protheroe 

Précis of a letter to Capt Playfair R C Malacca d/18th Decr 1862 

Intimates that he has made a great mistake regarding the Stamp Act in not indenting for stamps. 
Directs him to send papers to be stamped to Singapore. States that there is no chance of the 
petitioners obtaining the land at rs. 5 per acre. Will speak to Capt Mayne about Police Tharmah. 

Sd O C M.P. 

Extract from a letter to Major Man R C Pinang d/22/12/62 

I trust you duly received the copies of the Gazette containing the order for the postponement of 
the introduction of the Stamp Act. Lieut Pengelly promised that he would run into Pinang and 
deliver it in the event of his not obtaining a good opportunity of forwarding it. It was perfectly 
impossible that we could have brought it into force here on the 10th. The demand for stamps and 
impressions was so great. Willans has already paid into the Treasury about Rs. 12,000 and he 
tells me he still has ten days hard work before him to comply with the requisitions upon him in 
full. 



I am told that in all probability our Estimate of Receipts, which for Singapore we have only 
entered as 180,000 will be considerably exceeded, and I daresay the total collections in the 
Straits will be not less than 350,000 Rupees, which ought to cover all our legitimate expenses. 
With regard to any sums that may during the 10th and 11th have been received at Pinang, 
provided the purchasers can satisfy you that the Stamps (or stamped Paper), are not in their 
possession, I think you will have to make a refund. This rule would of course only apply to 
stamps actually brought into use on those days, and not to any that people may now be using for 
their own convenience. For instance all my cheques since the 9th Instant have been stamped, as I 
prefer using my new cheque book to writing out orders on unstamped paper, but for this expense 
I could have no claim for a refund, it being incurred for my own convenience. 

The best plan will be to take no steps in the matter unless a claim is made. It should then be 
carefully enquired into and, if found correct, noted for recommendation, a list of all claims being 
eventually sent in for orders. It is possible that no one may care about asking for a refund in the 
event of the sums disbursed not being very large. 

As regards the custody of the Dies, I think that they ought always to be deposited in the Treasury 
in a chest with double locks, so that one key would be under your charge and another under that 
of the Stamp Collector. As regards the value of Rupees and Foreign Money, you had better adopt 
the table that has been fixed at Singapore after communication with the Banks. Were we to allow 
a fluctuating rate of exchange the trouble both to the Public and to the Stamp Collector would be 
enormous. 

As regards the Purlis affair your proposal to send Jeremiah and the Krani with our people 
appears to be a good one. It is right that the petitioners for justice should be 

accompanied by a number by a number of our own Police, who will remain in charge and bring 
them back in safety to our own territories etc. 

Sd O C 

(True Copy) M Protheroe 

Singapore 

22nd Decr 1862 

My dear Sir 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 20th Instant transmitting for my 
information a copy of the Regulations which it has been found necessary to establish in order to 
check the contraband sale of arms and ammunition to the inhabitants of the French possessions 
in Cochin China. These regulations shall be duly published in the govt Gazette for general 
information. 

Sd O C 



True Copy M.P. 

Précis of a letter to Capt Playfair R C Malacca d/23rd/12/62 

States that he has directed Sunday to be kept as a holiday as it is right that Natives should see 
that we pay proper respect to our Sabbath. Trusts the vernacular schools will prosper. Enquires 
what steps have been taken to procure a Head Master for the Free School. Offers to write to 
Calcutta on the subject and states the extra allowance is not to be drawn till a new Head Master 
is appointed. Requests him to send a quantity of the wild hemp called Rami, as it may be 
advisable to send it home for report. Remarks that any information regarding it will be 
acceptable. 

Sd O C 

My dear Sir Richard 

Although the Statements contained in the letter from the Chamber of Commerce is not exactly 
borne out by your table, I think we must grant that as a general rule the Mail gives employment 
on the 5, 6 and 7 of the months holding the sessions on the 3rd. Although the Grand Jury may be 
dismissed I suppose we may calculate that the criminal {sessions} will not be over as an ordinary 
rule before the 7th and consequently that the services of the petty jury will be required up to this 
date, and as the petty juries are generally composed of clerks, possibly inconvenience is thereby 
occasioned to the Mercantile community. Under these circumstances I think that I should be 
inclined to direct a reply to be sent to the effect that if, after satisfying themselves that 
notwithstanding the servicing of the new line of French Steamers, the 9th wd be the date most 
convenient to the Mercantile Community for discharging their duties as Jurors, taking into 
consideration the peculiar nature of the Postal communications between the colony and England, 
the Court would be disposed to accede to their request and to grant the desired indulgence. etc. 

Sd O c 

M.P. 

24/12/62 

Sir R B McCausland 

My dear Sir 

By this Mail I send you all the correspondence connected with the introduction of the Stamp Act. 
The rules now in force with respect to regulating the rate of exchange will I have every reason to 
believe work well and give general satisfaction, and at the same time, for the reasons stated in 
the concluding Para of my letter of this date prove remunerative to the state. Under these 
circumstances I sincerely trust they may not be disturbed. 



As far as I can judge at present we have under-estimated our Revenue from this source and it is 
not unlikely that next year the Straits will pay their legitimate expenses. 

I shall esteem it a great favor if you will kindly let me know by telegram if my arrangements 
have been approved of, as I should not feel justified in making any changes until the subject of 
the letters now forwarded has been considered by H.E. the G.G. in C. 

Sd O C 

True Copy 

24th Decr 1862 M Protheroe 

Secretary to Govt Home Dept 

My dear Colonel Durand 

The Northerly Monsoon having fairly set in for some time past all communication with the East 
Coast of the Malay Peninsula has been cut off, but by the last Account from Pahang the Chief of 
the State was in great hopes of being able to repel the assailants. If he succeeds in doing so this 
time, I have little doubt that the disturbances which for the last 4 years have given so much 
trouble will cease. 

On the 19th Ult., when apparently all chance of landing at Tringanu was at an  

end, the Siamese Govt., in fulfilment of their promise, despatched a vessel to withdraw the 
Ex.Sultan. I understand she was not very well adapted for standing heavy weather and up to the 
19th Instant no tidings have been received of her and it was feared that she had been lost. I have 
this moment received a letter from Sir Robert Schomburgk, enclosing one from the minister at 
Bangkok in which he claims on the part of Siam the right to exercise authority over the States of 
Kalantan and Tringanu. Of course in my reply, a copy of which will be duly forwarded by the 
Burmah Steamer, I shall merely observe that as it appears by my records that that right has never 
yet been admitted, I should not be justified in recognising it without the Governor General’s 
orders. I am 

afraid in some of their pretensions, more especially as regards their disregard of the Governor 
Gl’s wishes, they have been supported by at least one of the members of our own consulate. 

It is stated both here and at Bangkok that in the bombardment of the Fort at Tringanu, one or two 
shells ricocheted and bounded over the hill on which the fort stands, doing some injury among 
the inhabitants of a Chinese Village behind, the existence of which was not known. Sir R 
Schomburgk doubts the truth of the report and at Singapore we have been unable to obtain any 
positive information on the subject. I therefore trust it may prove untrue. I am certain Capt 
Corbett took every precaution in his power to prevent any accident and, although the only 
building near the fort, the Rajah’s residence, must have been almost in the exact line of fire, and 
there was a great deal of motion on board of the vessels from the heavy sea, we are aware from 



the report of an eye witness that it was only once struck. It had of course been evacuated some 
time before. 

By the last Chinese Mail a rumour has reached this {place?} of a treaty having been entered into 
between Russia and China under the terms of which the former guarantees to aid the Imperialists 
in suppressing the rebellion with 10,000 Troops in return for the cession of the Island of Chusan, 
which is to become a Russian possession. I do not know what foundation there may be for this 
report but it seems to be generally believed. 

Sd O C 

True Copy 

24th Decr M Protheroe 

Col Durand 

Secy to Govt Foreign Dept 

My dear Sir 

In order to prevent delay I have ordered your letter to be immediately sent on to the 
Commissioner of Police who is also a Magistrate at the same time. I would mention that 
applications for the apprehension of deserters are made under the law direct to Magistrates who 
alone can issue the order for their arrest, this power not being vested in the head of the Executive 
Government. 

Sd O C 

To Monr Froplory Consul for France 

26/12/62 

Confidential 

3 Enclosures Singapore Decr 26th/62 

Sir, 

In returning herewith the enclosures to your letter of this date I need hardly observe that every 
assistance in my power will be gladly given towards carrying out the proposed object of the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty therein referred to.  

Taking into consideration however the severe loss inflicted upon the Pirates by the Sarawak 
steamer "Rainbow" I cannot but believe that there may be some doubts as to their making their 
appearance on the N.W.Coast of Borneo during the ensuing year and  



that the results of the intended arrangement may consequently not prove as satisfactory as might 
otherwise be anticipated. 

I have etc. 

Sd O C 

Commodore Rt Hon’ble Ld J Hay 

My dear Colonel Durand 

Since the despatch of my last letter I have received private information that the Siamese Steamer 
"Alligator" was compelled to put in at Singora, one of the Northern Ports of the Peninsula, where 
she has remained in safety. As it is stated that the Ex.Sultan of Lingga has also made his 
appearance at the same place, it is supposed that he is about to return to Bangkok. If this 
supposition proves correct I have every reason to believe that the peace of the Peninsula will not 
again be disturbed for some time to come and the different Native States will prosper. 

The Japanese Ambassadors arrived here yesterday en route from Europe. They have not landed 
as yet. We have one or two Russian Men of War in harbour. They are waiting for the arrival of 
the Admiral in China, who is returning home, his tour of command having expired, and their 
intended movements seem somewhat uncertain.  

They may perhaps pay Moulmein and Calcutta a visit. The Senior Officer informed me that they 
would depend entirely upon the orders expected by the Mail. I have not seen him since the 
O:land Steamer came. 

Sd O C 

Col Durand 

Secy to Govt Calcutta 

My dear Rennie 

I had heard a very bad account of the way in which the repairs of the "Pluto" have been executed 
and as, in the event of any of her bottom plates requiring removal after her arrival in Singapore, 
the expense of docking her would be considerable, and we might moreover be subjected to great 
inconvenience from the temporary loss of her services I should indeed esteem it a great favour if 
you would kindly intimate to your subordinates that you expect her to be in really good order 
before she starts for the Straits. A hint of this sort from the Head of a Department is generally 
most effectual. I hope you have selected 2 good officers for me. You must have a wide field now 
for selection so many of the Bengal Marine Vessels having been put out of employ. 

Sd O C 



Capt Rennie C.B. 

Secy to Govt Mar: Dep: 

  

  

  

Précis of a letter to Major Man R C Pinang d/31/12/62 

Acknowledges three of his letters. Considers that the alterations to the "Mohr"’s Engines should 
be executed here. Enquires whether the cost can be met from his Budget Assignment. Permits 
him to grant Mr Earl a free passage to Spore should a government Steamer be coming down but 
mentions that he will have to pay his own table money. Trusts he is ready for the Stamp Act. 
Hopes he has a good stock of Stamps on hand as it will not do to run out at any time. Intends to 
establish 5 scholarships open to all the Straits to be competed for under certain rules and 
allowing each station a small sum annually for prizes to be distributed at the discretion of R.C.’s. 
Considers the proposition of Mackay’s holding service on the Hill inadmissible. Trusts that his 
Chinese processions are at an end. States that the Commodore leaves for Malacca, Pinang and 
perhaps Acheen Head tomorrow. Considers that his presence at the last place will do good. 
Desires him to ask Nairne to persuade the R of Acheen to allow the survey party from India to 
remain there some time. Mentions that he has sent a copy of the Sultan’s letter to the Rajah of 
Assahan to India and to the Commodore. 

Sd O.C. 

M.P. 

3/1/63 

My dear Sir 

I have this moment received a verbal report from the Commissioner of Police regarding the 
verdict of the Coroner’s Jury on the case of the men alleged to have been concerned in the sad 
affair the other evening. I write these few lines to beg your kind aid in securing their 
apprehension as well as the attendance on {at?} the trial of Monsieur Francois Engentin, the 
witness whose evidence is considered of importance. I will forward a formal application to you 
in the course of the day but as I am aware that the "European" is about to leave Singapore and I 
am afraid of causing any unnecessary delay in her departure I have thought it advisable to 
communicate with you at once. Trusting you will excuse this hurried note. 

I remain etc. 

(sd) O C 



Mons Froplory True Copy 

Consul for France M.P. 

Singapore 5th Janry 1863 

My dear Colonel Durand 

As the state of affairs in Cochin China may be a matter of interest to the Supreme Government, I 
think it right to inform you that the reports relative to his {the?} insurrection in the French 
Provinces have been confirmed. As far as I have been able to ascertain it appears that the whole 
country is in open rebellion. In many places the crops have been destroyed, and two out Stations, 
Mitho and Tunkin, the last within a few miles of Saigon, have been attacked although the 
assailants were repulsed with considerable loss 

The French Expedition against Joronda?, which is now found to be strongly fortified, has 
necessarily been postponed until the arrival of reinforcements. The total French force in Cochin 
China is estimated at about 3,000 efficient men. Admiral Jaucais, the new Naval C. in C., has left 
for China with the view of bringing down some of the French Troops from that Quarter, and it is 
said, though I do not know on what foundation, that an application has been made to France for 
6,000 men {more?} soldiers and that ultimately an advance on Hue is now contemplated. 

The last accounts I received from Pahang were favourable, Wan Ahmed having been again 
driven back, as apparently from want of support from Tringanu his followers are said to be 
leaving him. I trust by this time peace and quietness has been restored and that we shall have no 
more disturbances in the Peninsula. 

Sd O.C. 

Col Durand M.P. True Copy 

Sec. Mil. Dep. 

Singapore 7th January/63 

My dear Playfair 

As you have written to the Bp. Relative to the appointment of a head Master to the Free School, I 
think perhaps it is advisable that for the present I should defer addressing the Inspector General 
of Education o this subject, but I will do so hereafter should there be any difficulty on the Bp.’s 
part in making a selection. 

Malays are naturally so apathetic that we can hardly expect that at first they will take much 
interest in our new schools, and we must trust to time to teach them the advantages of a good 
education. They will discover the benefit when they find that a man who can read and write is 
always sure of advancement. 



I have altered the form of your deed somewhat to make it correspond with the other forms so that 
Mutatis Mutandis there will be as it were but one form for all documents regarding land issued 
from your office. 

If the Gunner of the "Torch" is really a good man and has given satisfaction in his present berth, 
I should have no objection to his being appointed to the Rachado Lighthouse. He must however 
understand that, in the event of the Screw Pile Lighthouse being sanctioned instead of the 
"Torch", he would have to take his tour of duty there. |In fact there would be in all probability the 
same system as at Singapore. There {Then?} one would be appointed and would be on duty 
alternately at the Screw Pile Lighthouse, Cape Rachado, and Malacca, so that one month in every 
three the Lightkeeper would be at home. Sd O.C. 

Captain Playfair 

R C Malacca 

Singapore 7th Janr/63 

My dear Sir 

Although the cotton seed did not reach this {place?} by the last Steamer I cannot allow the Mail 
to leave without writing a few lines to thank you for your kind attention to my request and for all 
the trouble you have taken towards meeting my wishes. From the result of the Experiments 
already made in the Straits there seems to be fair reason to hope that with proper precautions 
cotton may not only grow here but yield a fair profit to the Cultivators. On some of the Sugar 
Estates they are now sowing cotton as a rotation crop and the Planters appear to be sanguine of 
Success. 

Sd O.C. 

To Sidney Smith Saunders Esqre 

Consul General Egypt True Copy M.P. 

Janry 9th 1863 

My dear Sir Richard 

I beg to enclose for your perusal and return a letter received from the French Consul relative to 
the three unfortunate men accused of the murder of the Native near new Harbour. 

M. Froplory has waited on me to mention that having become aware of the erroneous 
impressions that existed with regard to the Prisoners and noticing the Report of your charge to 
the Jury, in justice to his countrymen whose case might be prejudiced were it not removed before 
the trial he considered it his duty to represent their true character and also to assure me that the 
prevalent idea with regard to their being convicts was erroneous. 



I informed him in reply that he might be perfectly satisfied that as no feeling now existing would 
be allowed to operate in any way against his countrymen and that I was convinced, when the trial 
was concluded, that he would himself acknowledge that it had been conducted with the greatest 
possible regard to justice and impartiality, but at the same time as equally with yourself I had in 
the first instance been led to suppose that the generality of the men concerned in the disturbance 
were convicted prisoners pardoned on the condition of their serving in the East, I would not 
object to making the subjectof his communication known to you, as I was assured that when the 
case came before you, you would remove any bias that might apparently remain in the mind of 
the Jury against the Prisoners. 

Sd O C 

True Copy 

Sir R McCausland M.P. 

Jnary 10th 

My dear Sir 

I write these few lines to mention that I have heard from the Hon’ble the Recorder that he has 
received the depositions in the case of your unfortunate countrymen and that the charge against 
them will be delivered to the Grand Jury on Monday when should you have leisure to attend the 
court, you will I am sure be satisfied as to the impartiality with which the evidence is reviewed, 
and the justice with which the proceedings are conducted. Should any bias at present exist 
against them in the minds of the Jurors, it will I am certain be entirely removed. 

Sd O.C. 

Monsieur Froplory 

Consul for France 

Singapore 10th Janry 1863 

My dear Sir Robert 

I find that I have two letter of yours to answer, the one relative to Mr White’s case and the other 
to the affairs at Tringanu. 

The trial of the former will in all probability take place early next week, and the witnesses will 
most likely return by the "Chow Phya". I should consider that as apparently you have not the 
power to compel them to leave Bangkok to give their evidence, they would be entitled to receive 
some compensation for their loss of time, though not at the rate you propose. From what I hear of 
the relative positions occupied by them in Siam I should imagine that 2 dollars per diem each for 
Messrs Ordman and Buchanan and one dollar per diem for Mr Kemp would be ample. On such 



occasions I believe the usual plan is to ascertain the monthly income of the parties concerned and 
allow them an equivalent after deducting a fair sum on account of the cost of their maintenance 
which has been defrayed by the States. I presume the Siamese boatmen could not have been in 
receipt of more than four or five Dollars a month, and that sum might therefore {suffice?} to 
fully satisfy their claims. 

I have replied officially to your letter regarding Tringanu. I think it is right to mention that the 
intentions of Siam to claim sovereign rights over Tringanu and Kalantan were well known at 
Singapore last year, and a full report regarding them submitted to the Supreme Government. In 
fact so important did I consider the matter that I despatched a steamer especially to watch the 
Siamese Fleet, and it was owing to her presence that the Kalahome remained such a short time in 
the Port and came on direct to Singapore, instead of proceeding to Pahang as originally 
proposed. 

The Court at Bangkok seem to be hardly aware of the dilemma in which they have placed 
themselves. If Tringanu was not, as we believe, under Siam, the King had no right whatever to 
send orders to the Sultan to receive the Ex.Sultan of Lingga. If on the contrary Tringanu, as the 
Siamese say, is a Siamese Province, then we have a right to demand redress for the attack, 
unprovoked as far as Siam is concerned, upon Pahang, for which — it having been made from 
their territories — the Kings of Siam themselves become responsible. 

I am sorry to say from all I hear that I cannot but agree with you in thinking that Mr. Knox has 
been the great agitator in the matter, his object being to advance his own interests at your 
Expense. Had your representations been attended to, the Siamese Court would have been saved 
all humiliation, but it is evident that the King has acted throughout with duplicity, and the 
surmises expressed in your letter of the 1st October has proved perfectly correct. The promise to 
despatch a Siamese Steamer was a mere subterfuge. 

I have not seen Mr. Ames. I believe however that there is no reason for your withdrawing your 
favourable countenance from him, though I am not aware whether he is to revert to his former 
position or continue in command of the "Alligator". Mr and Mrs Lewis propose paying Siam a 
visit by the "Alligator". He is a gentleman of considerable attainments and has a knowledge of 
Oriental History and has travel almost over the whole world. You will I am sure find him a most 
agreeable companion. 

Yours etc. 

M.P. Sd/O.C. 

Sir R Schomburgk 

15th Jnary 63 

My dear Mr Blackburn 



I trust you will excuse my not having answered your letter of the 27th Ult earlier. Press of 
business has prevented my doing so. I regret that I can hold out little hope to you of obtaining the 
appointment of Post Master at Pinang, there being many reasons for its continuing to be held 
conjointly with that of Master Attendant. Eventually possibly the two offices may be separated, 
as at Singapore, but the necessity for the arrangement is not at present imperative and the State of 
our finances hardly admits of our incurring any additional expenditure. 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy 

M Protheroe 

J Blackburn Esqre 

Extract from a letter to Capt Playfair R C Malacca d/15/1/63 

I hope you take care to forward your indents for Stamps in good time to admit of your new 
supply before the old one is exhausted. 

Sd O C 

15/1/63 M.P. 

Extract from a letter to Major Man R C Pinang d/15/1/63 

I hope you have taken good care to keep a large stock of stamps in store and to submit your 
indent for a further supply in good time. Here owing to the neglect of the Authorities in Calcutta 
we are already out of one anna stamps. 

Sd O.C. 

M.P. 



Private Letter Book 

Volume VI 

From the 16th January 1863 

To the 9th July 1863 

Private Letter Book 

Volume VI 

Commenced 16th January 1863 

My dear Sir Richard 

With reference to our conversation the other day I have the pleasure to send over Wheaton. You 
will find the article I alluded to of the treaty between France and America at Page 169. Pages 
144, 154, 166, 172, 174 and 175 also contain information relative to the rights of the Local 
Authorities over Foreign Merchant States in Harbour. In the French Consular Regulations there 
is special allusion to the position of Consuls at British Ports, and if I remember rightly it is 
distinctly stated that our Laws recognise no Foreign jurisdiction within our ports and no special 
privileges to Consuls, giving moreover an instance of a French consulate having been searched 
and provisions taken of several Consular Documents found therein. 

Sd O.C. 

P.S 

The trial of the Captain of the "Niobe" is a case in point, the wounded man as far as we are 
concerned having taken service in an American Vessel is looked upon as an American subject. 

Singapore 

20th Janry 1863 

My dear Colonel Durrand 

I have the pleasure to answer {enclose?}a précis of a report received from the Master of an 
English vessel lately arrived here from the Sooloo Islands, which may perhaps be considered 
interesting. I have as yet received no reply to my letter to the Sultan requesting to be furnished 
with a copy of the Treaty with Spain. It was however only within the last 5 months that I 
obtained through the aid of the Governor of Labuan an opportunity of despatching it, there being 
at present little or no trade and consequently no communication between this {place?}and the 
Sooloo Archipelago. You will perceive by my Official Report that the rumour, no doubt spread 
designedly, of having been loss of life at Tringanu was entirely without foundation, not a single 



person having been in any way injured. Our operations have however had a beneficial effect ot 
only on the East but the West of the Peninsula. The Rajah of Quedah, who had lately been 
writing to the Resident Councillor at Pinang in a very cavalier manner having quite altered his 
toe and expressed himself perfectly ready to attend to his advice, and to redress ay wrongs of 
which our subjects have complained. Had the Court at Siam not been ill advised, I believe the 
Governor General’s wishes would have been attended to in the first instance. 

Sd/ O.C. 

Col Durrand C B 

Secy to Govt of India For: Dept 

(true Copy) M.P. 

(marginal note) 

Copy of Treaty between Spain and the Sultan of Sooloo processed from a Malay version 
forwarded to Supreme Government in 1865. Vide letter to Secy of State for India 22 February 
1865. 

Précis of a Report furnished by the Commander of the British Bark "Ospray" 

The Spaniards claim possession of the Island of Sooloo under the plea of conquest in 1852. They 
have however no representation on the Island. Their Steamers occasionally visit it and disputes 
are referred for the decision of their Commodore. At the same time they have little actual power 
in the Country. Their officers are not permitted to land for fear of being assassinated and their 
vessels are always kept in a state of preparation for immediate action with guns loaded etc. When 
the Spaniards seized the Capital they demolished the Port and disarmed all the inhabitants. 

The present Sultan who succeeded his father whose death occurred about 8 months ago is a 
young man of 19 or 20 years of age. He receives from Spain a salary of one hundred or 120 
dollars per mensem. He denies the right of the Spanish to exercise rule over his country of which 
they have entirely destroyed the trade. He asserts that he would gladly place himself under the 
Govt. of any liberal European power. He states that he has exerted himself to the utmost to 
suppress piracy and to maintain order generally, but that he is not sufficiently powerful to do so 
effectually without assistance and support. 

No piratical Prahus are now allowed to fit out from the town of Sooj and but few from the south 
side of the Island, almost the whole of the Pirates by whom the coasts of Borneo have been 
devastated being from the Island of Tawi Tawi and the neighbouring coast of Boreno itself about 
Cape Unsang. 

The Island of Sooloo appears to be densely populated, the Chief Town alone containing about 
3,000 inhabitants, one quarter of whom are Chinese from Manilla and Mindanao. A very large 



portion of the Island is covered with a long ready grass, but the soil seems to be very rich, 
producing every description of Native vegetable, coffee, cocoa etc. 

The people appear to be well disposed towards the English and the crews of our vessels are 
hospitably treated. They seem to be well inclined to trade. 

Although the Spaniards afford no protection and no redress in case of wrong they compel vessels 
trading with the Sooloos to abandon the direct trade with the Natives and to proceed to the Fort 
of Samboangan, where an ad valorem dury of 10 per cent is levied upon the whole value of the 
cargo. This proceeding on their part entails upon the vessel a loss of eleven days besides 
requiring her to lay for some days in a dangerous roadstead and in a port for which she may not 
be insured. The "Ospray" had been trading quietly for some days before the Spanish Men of War 
arrived and ordered her to discotinue trading and leave for Samboangan. The remonstrances of 
the Commander agt. This proceeding were unheeded. 

Sd O.C. 

20/Janry 63 

True Copy M.P. 

20/1/63 

H.M.S. "Scout" being at present absent from the Station I regret that it is out of my power to 
furnish you with a memorandum of the charge on account of Table money during my recent visit 
to Sarawak. It was however made in accordance with Her Majesty’s Regulations and must have 
amounted to about £30. With reference to the rules in force with respect to officials receiving a 
passage on board a Man of War, the prescribed sum is paid to the Commander by the Purser of 
the Vessel and the disbursement entered in the accounts of the latter. However I believe the 
charge can only be adjusted at the Admiralty. I beg the favor of your expressing to His 
Excellency the G.G. the gratification it has afforded me to learn that my Report has met with his 
Lordship’s approval and is in his opinion likely to prove useful to Her Majesty’s Government. 

Sd O.C. 

The Hon’ble {T Howell} Thurlow 

Private Secy to H.E. the G.G. of India 

(True Copy) M.P. 

Précis of a letter to Captain Playfair Ag. R.C. Malacca d/22nd January 1863 

Was sorry to hear of the Murder at Bkt. Pootoos and mentions that he has sanctioned the offer of 
Rs. 300Reward. Is satisfied with the results of the orders regarding the sale of land and annuities. 
Feels sure the answer to Kim Sing’s appeal will be unfavourable. Considers the Annuitants may 



give up all hope of the 15 years’ purchase being increased. Remarks that Macpherson can 
advance him the Rs. 50,000 recommended him to draw Bills on Singapore as the sum is rather 
large to send to send up in one of the small steamers. Desires him to take care he does not run out 
of stamps. Enquires when the Lighthouse will be ready. Trusts he has arranged about a good 
Established and that the European to be in charge is a good man. Has an idea that the Gunner of 
the "Torch" is not a very smart man. 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy M.P. 

Précis of a letter to Major Man R.C.Pinang d/25th January 1863 

Acknowledges his letter of the 15th Instant. Was glad to hear that matters have been arranged 
with the Rajah of Quedah satisfactorily and desires him to send in a report when the result is 
known. Mentions that a letter from the Rajah of Assahan has been sent to India. Intimates that 
Netscher regarding the Chinese who hoisted the British flag in Sumatra and he took the 
opportunity of forwarding to him copies of existing Treaties regarding the position of the English 
with the Native States on the E Coast of Sumatra. With regard to the hour for divine services 
believes there is a rule requiring reference to be made to the Chief Civil or Military Authority. 
Was glad to hear that he had succeeded in procuring Lord John Hay as {an?} Interpreter. 
Mentions that the Russian Admiral is in Singapore. 

Sd O.C. 

M.P. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

26/1/63 

My dear Strachey 

By this Mail I hope to despatch the revised scheme for the water supply for Singapore, prepared 
in accordance with the instructions of the |Supreme Government, by obtaining a sufficient head 
at the Main reservoir so as to admit of cisterns etc. within the town being entirely dispensed with 
and the water distributed by means of Stand pipes.  

There can I believe be no doubt that if {of?} all the projects submitted this is the best, and I feel 
very grateful for your having exercised your power of veto upon the scheme last sent up, for 
although certainly superior to any of the others put before me, it had many serious defects. At 
that time, as mentioned in my former official, I was not aware of the existence of a feeder to the 
Ballestier Canal, which seemed merely to carry off the surface water from the neighbouring hills, 
which collected in a large marsh from which the Canal commenced. The stream from which we 
now propose to take out supply was concealed in the thick jungle beyond. 



If the scheme is approved of by the Supreme Government, will you kindly oblige me by sending 
me a telegram via Galle. This may perhaps reach me a fortnight before your letter and towards 
the close of the year a fortnight is a matter of importance. 

I have been obliged to ask for an additional Budget Assignment this year, but as you will 
perceive by my explanation, it is a mere paper transaction, to enable us to settle a transfer 
ordered by the Acct. General, for which of course no provision had been made in our Budget. 

Your order limiting our assignment this ensuing year to three Lacs did not reach this {us?}until 
our Buget was nearly completed and it would have caused some delay to have had it recast. I 
therefore thought it right to send {it?}up unmodified. I am in hopes that the Financial 
Department will allow us the four lacs, as our revenue is increasing. By the end of next year I 
fully believe that I shall be able to pay all my Civil Establishments, for two Local Corps and 
three European Companies of Artillery. More than this we cannot fairly be called upon to pay 
for. I do not include the convicts in our Civil Establishments as it is not {?}just that the 
Expenditure on their account should be debited against their own Presidencies. The fact of our 
making their labor valuable in no way weakens the obligation upon them of supporting their own 
criminals. We might perhaps be required to liquidate all sums entered in the Manufacture 
Account, but then equally we should take credit for the money realized by the sale of articles 
manufactured, so that there would be in reality little alteration in the amount. 

I find that there was an omission in the plan of screw piled Lighthouse that I sent up by last 
month’s Steamer. The Draftsman forgot to insert the winding Staircase communicating with the 
Lanthorn from the tower apartment, the stair merely leading to the terrace. I thought there was a 
mistake on this point and sent it back for correction but unfortunately my memo did not reach 
Mayne in time for him to attend to it before embarking for Cape Rachado, and the Clerks knew 
nothing about the matter, whilst I did not like delaying the transmission of the project for another 
month, which would have been necessary had I waited until Mayne’s return. The Lighthouse will 
be a great improvement over the Light Vessel and besides effect a considerable annual saving. 

I trust you will be able to allow us to commence the new Court House. Extra accommodation is 
becoming much needed for all our Public Offices. I have just been obliged to order an outhouse 
to be converted into an import and export office in order to afford room for the Stamp Office, 
and we should have been in a regular fix had we not obtained the loan of the Dutch Telegraph 
Office. 

Sd O.C. 

To Col Strachey 

Secy to Govt of India P.W.D. 

(True Copy) M.P. 

My dear Brigadier 



I hear that the salute given to you yesterday by the Russian corvette was not returned from the 
Battery, Captain Watkins not being aware that it was in honor of a British official. As however 
Foreigners are sometimes punctilious on those points, it would be advisable to direct him to send 
a few lines to the Admiral’s Flag Lieutenant mentioning the cause of the non return of the 
Russian civility. 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy 

M Protheroe 

Brigadier Shubrick 

My dear Mr Callaghan 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 12th Decr and to thank you for 
the trouble you have taken in despatching my letter to Sooloo. Should it not reach {Sooloo?} it 
will not after all be a matter of any great consequence as I have recently had a very favourable 
opportunity of despatching a duplicate direct by the British barque "Osprey", from the 
Commander of which vessel I have recently received a very interesting account of the Island and 
its inhabitants. He states that Piracy is now almost entirely confined to the people of Tawi Tawi 
and the adjacent Borneo Coast.. On this point, if I mistake not,, you entertain a similar opinion. 

Should anything occur to the Sultan of Bruni your hands are likely to be tolerably full for some 
time to come, as I suppose his death would be the precursor to serious disturbances in that 
Quarter, and in all probability your interference would eventually be needed etc. etc. 

Sd/ O.C. 

True Copy 

M Protheroe 

H.E. The Governor of Labuan 

Singapore 

3rd February 1863 

My dear Sir 

I request the favor of your tendering my best thanks to His Excellency the G.G. for the printed 
copy of my Report on Sarawak which I only received by the last Mail. The Pamphlet contains a 
few typographical errors of which I have the pleasure to enclose a List, as although perhaps 



unimportant, it might perhaps be advisable to have them corrected in the event of any more 
copies of the report being printed. 

Sd O.C. 

Hon T. Howell Thurlow 

Private Secy to G.G. 

My dear Man 

I can only send you a few lines in reply to your letter of the 30th Ultimo. I am indeed very glad to 
hear that you have made a commencement with regard to the Setar Ikan Mati Swamp, and I have 
little doubt that I shall see a great change by the time I come up.  

I agree with you as to the necessity for a limit being placed on Mr Logan’s expenditure. I desired 
Mayne to state that in the first instance an estimate should be submitted and then, if approved of, 
he should be allowed credit for the amount by a deduction from the price of the Land. If there 
has been any mistake on this point, please let me know.  

I am afraid we should have some trouble in settling poor Lewis’ business, though I should 
certainly be glad to render him assistance if possible. The proceedings about Larroot are fully 
approved of at home. As you are alluded to, I shall send you an official extract from the 
Despatch. It is now in my private box, as I have to draft a letter to the Sang {Yang} de per Tuan 
relative to his having levied duties not authorized by treaty. 

The question of the Dutch aggressions on the E Coast of Sumatra has been taken up warmly, and 
I have little doubt that within the next three months the Dutch will be compelled to withdraw and 
to give up even their settlement at Bankalis. If Corbett could pay another visit to Langkat, it 
would be a good arrangement as I have to send the Chief a letter reminding him that we intend to 
enforce the terms of the Treaty. 

Sd O.C. 

3/2/63 Major Man R C Pinang 

Singapore 3rd Febry 

My dear Sandilands 

Including young Earl who is only temporarily provided for Mr Denholm stands 4th on my list for 
an appointment in the Police, but the field for my patronage is as you know so small that it is 
quite out of my power to say when I shall have an opportunity of serving him. Some 3 years ago 
I recommended the abolition of the office of Coroner, both at Singapore and Pinang and the 
appointment of another Dy Commissioner of Police in Provice Wellesley, and this arrangement 



will doubtless eventually be sanctioned, but it is the only opening to the best of my belief likely 
to occur for some years to come.  

Sd O.C. 

True Copy M.P. 

From the reading of this concluding section of Article 7 of the Treaty of 1824, it is clear that the 
Sultan had no power to alternate {alienate?} any portion of the land made over to him solely for 
his residence. The whole of that levied {land?} together with any building thereon must be made 
over to Govt. before he can receive payment of the $20,000. The ground having been allotted to 
him as a temporary arrangement during his residence at Singapore must now revert to the State 
and any agreement which the Sultan may have entered into must become null and void. No title 
having been given to the Sultan, he could of course confer no title on another and, even had he 
done so under Act xvi of 1859, the recipient was bound to have had the deed registered in the 
Land Office to render it valid. 

Where parties are now paying a reasonable ground rent, and hold the leases for only a reasonable 
period, there would be no wish on the part of Govt. to disturb their occupancy, though it would 
be requisite for them to take out similar leases from the Land Office. Under any circumstances 
the lad must be duly made over to us, and the right of Government to redeem it duly recognised 
before we should be justified in paying down the money. 

Sd O.C. 

28/3/63 

Col R Macpherson R C {Spore} 

True Copy 

M Protheroe 

My dear Sir Richard 

I have the pleasure to enclose for your perusal Capt McNair’s report upon the case of the women 
in whose behalf the petition was presented to you last Saturday. Will you kindly return it after 
perusal. 

There is a point on which should not be incorrect I should feel much obliged by your favoring 
me with an opinion. A humble appeal has been addressed to me relative to the case of the 
Americans to be brought before the Grand Jury tomorrow. The appeal of course I cannot lay 
before you. I am however making enquiries as to how far it may be deemed worthy of 
consideration, and the question upon which I should be glad to be favored with your opinion is 
whether, in the event of my being satisfied on that point, taking into consideration the fact that 
the alleged attempt to defeat the ends of justice did not succeed and that the parties are 



Foreigners, it would be improper or unbecoming in the Govt. on the submission of an ample 
apology to permit the Clerk of the Crown to enter a Nolle Prosequi. 

Sd O C 

True Copy M P 

3/2/63 Sir R McCausland 

My dear Playfair 

I write these few lines to mention that the Recorder mentioned to me last night that it had been 
reported to him that up to the present not a single deposition had been received by the Sworn 
Clerk from the Magistrate’s office, and that he might possibly, in the event of there being further 
delay be obliged to brig the matter officially to my notice. I shall feel therefore obliged by your 
speaking to Mitchell on the subject and pointing out the necessity for his forwarding depositions 
in cases about to be brought before the Sessions in time to admit of their being fully considered 
before the Court proceeds to Malacca, and he should remember that if he delays in the present 
instance till the last moment, it is impossible that proper attention can be given to the cases, as 
the current work of the Court cannot be set on one side to enable the Registrar to prepare his 
report. 

I have been unable to sanction your proposed increase to Police. You will have to reduce the 
strength of each party to a Duffadar and four O=Peons, and if possible recover their pay from the 
Municipal Fund, or at all events effect a transfer from some other heading, as I am certain no 
increased assignment will be granted. As soon as you can commence selling your land, your 
Municipal Fund should rapidly rise. Indeed all that the Government could in justice be asked to 
pay for would be the Frontier Police. We have not yet had your report shewing the amount that 
will be required for Police Purposes this year, to enable the demand to be made on the 
Commissioners. 

Macpherson will I trust be able to send you the money required for the purchase of the Annuities 
by the "Rifleman". I am afraid we shall not be able to pay our visit until next moth, as the "Pluto" 
will hardly leave Calcutta before the 13th or 14th inst: No answer has as yet been received to Kim 
Singh’s letter about the Royalty. I have received a very favourable analysis of some coal that 
Collyer took home from Malacca. Messrs T Neubronner and de Wind have been awarded medals 
from the Exhibition. 

Sd O.C. 

4/2/63 

True Copy M.P. 

Capt Playfair R C Malacca 



My dear Bain 

I have not thought it necessary to send a copy of the proposed Act regarding tonnage dues to 
Pinang because I feel convinced that there is not the slightest chance of their being enforced, nor 
do I think the Supreme Government ever intended enforcing them if they were not approved of. 
Indeed the whole originated in the Straits. Some two years ago the Chamber of Commerce at 
Singapore submitted a scheme for the formation of a Port Fund to keep up a Harbour Master’s 
Establishment etc. The plan seemed a good one and I supported it and sent it on to Calcutta. An 
answer came back that consequent on the old prohibitory order from the Court of Directors the 
Supreme Government could not sanction the scheme, but {as?} the Chamber seemed to consider 
the intended arrangement advantageous, the question would be referred to the Secy of State. 
About six months ago a Despatch was sent me transmitting for my guidance {a?} copy of one 
from the Secretary of State authorizing the proposed charges. In reply I mentioned that this letter 
was not sufficient authority for me to carry out the wishes of the Chamber and that they should 
be embodied in a legal enactment. Upon the receipt of my letter apparently without any great 
reference to the previous correspondence, and possibly from ignorance as to our wants, a draft of 
a Bill almost exactly the same as the Act in force in Calcutta was sent down with a letter to the 
effect that as the rules had answered at the other Ports in India perhaps they would suit the 
Straits. I have of course pointed out the reasons why they would not suit and I do not think there 
is any probability of their being brought into force. 

Sd O.C. 

R Bain Esqre 

True Copy M Protheroe 

Précis of a letter to major Man R C Pinang 9/2/63 

Requests him to give all the information in his power regarding the trade with Perak and the 
proper duties to be levied of articles by the Rajah of that place. Mentions that probably Pengelly 
will succeed Capt Gottlieb at Pinang. Informs him that he has a Medal for his specimens of wood 
exhibited at the International Exn. Is glad to hear that the Huey disputes have been settled. Will 
send back the "Mohr" as soon as the "Pluto" arrives. Requests him to send a return of the number 
of stamps disposed of in January. 

Sd O.C. 

M.P. 

Singapore 

10th February 63 

My dear Playfair 



I think it right to send you a few lines on the subject of your official enclosing a letter from the 
Dhatu Klana. Macpherson is of opinion, and I cannot help concurring with him, that the 
document did not emanate from the Klana but from Syed Saban, who is intriguing with the Old 
Sultan now in Moar, in order if possible to prevent any suppression of the disturbances in 
Pahang.  

As far as I can discover the Tumongong’s party have never entered Soongay Ujong and 
consequently the Dhatu Klana has no cause for complaint, whilst as regards the Pungulu of 
Jimpole, negotiations were entered into with him in the first instance and his consent given to the 
passage of the party through his district. He moreover engaged if necessary to cooperate with 
them provided the Tumongong would lend him $1,000, which sum I believe has been promised. 
Up to the present the Tumongong has received no report from his people of their having been 
stopped, and he is consequently inclined to believe that the statement in the Klana’s letter is not 
correct. 

Malacca is, as you must be aware, famous for the concoction of forged letters, and it is quite 
possible that the Klana’s seal was on this, as on a former occasion, attached to a blank sheet of 
paper, and the letter written afterwards. It certainly was not perused by the Klana or any of his 
immediate followers. I hope therefore you will make a searching investigation into the matter 
and endeavour to unravel the web of the intrigue. You must keep a sharp look out upon the old 
Sultan and discover what he is doing in Moar, although he is almost an imbecile, and may yet 
give you trouble if he is not properly watched. By the last account from Pahang Inchi Wan 
Ahmed had again been driven out of his stockade and been compelled to retreat. 

Did I mention in my former letter that an analysis of some specimens of coal from Malacca sent 
by Collyer proved very satisfactory? 

We are thinking of coming up next moth and, as the sessions will not be over, should we do so 
we purpose taking up our Quarters at Tanjong Kling. Will you therefore kindly ascertain that it is 
in proper order for our reception. I do not wish for many reasons to postpone our visit to A……if 
it can possibly be avoided. 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy M P 10/2/63  

My dear Sir Richard 

I have the pleasure to return the order duly signed. I have read the observations made by the petit 
Jury relative to the necessity for adopting measures to prevent any future collision between the 
sailors on board the French Transports passing Singapore and the Native Residents. The question 
has already formed the subject of a correspondence with the French Authorities and a strict order 
has been issued by H.E. the French Naval C.in C. in Cochin China prohibiting Comrs of vessels 
from allowing any of their men to land without leave. 

Sd O C 



Sir R McCausland 

My dear Mr Froplory 

Your letter only reached me this morning as I was absent from home yesterday afternoon. In 
order to save time I directed it to be forwarded direct to the officer in charge of the Mails by 
whom it has been retained, as an authority for his making over the Shanghai Packet which has I 
trust ere this duly reached your office. 

63. Sd O C 

Mons Froplory 

M P Consul for France 

Précis of a letter to Capt. Playfair R C Malacca d/14th February 1863 

Thanks him for the Ramie. Mentions that if Mr de Wit was in the Governor’s office he is not fit 
to be employed at Cape Rachado as Lightkeeper. Could hardly allow 2 convicts merely to take 
up water for the men at the Lighthouse but considers he might give the keeper an invalid to 
attend to his cooking. Enquires the amount of Mr Baningarten’s claim. With regard to alterations 
in the payment of the purchase money would take the matter into consideration where people 
hold land by prescription rights and requests him to report on the subject. Is glad the offenders in 
the Bukit Pootoos Murder are caught. Requests him to send a return of the no of stamps sold last 
month. Reminds him that permission to one party of visitors to occupy the Stadt house is not to 
be considered as a permanent grant of the indulgence to all persons. Enquires whether he has 
disposed of more land. 

Sd O C 

Singapore 14th Febry 

My dear Man 

I am afraid this will be a hurried letter as I have only a few minutes to spare. Upon sending for 
the draft of Mayne’s letter I found that it was not in accordance with the orders I had passed. I 
therefore directed him to send you a second despatch in continuation of the first which will I 
trust reach you by this Mail. My idea was as follows, that Logan should send in an Estimate of 
the work, the amount of which after due check should be sanctioned. You should at the same 
time furnish an estimate of the present value of the land he holds and of its probable value after 
the drainage works are completed. The difference should be deducted from his outlay as an 
equivalent for the personal benefit obtained, the balance to be deducted from the purchase 
money, as the equivalent of the advantage gained by Government. 

I will proceed to illustrate my meaning — say that Mr. Logan’s Estimate after scrutiny is passed 
at $3,000. The price of his land at its present value is $4,000 but, when it is drained, it is 



considered worth $6,000. The difference $2,000 would be deducted from the Estimate leaving 
$1,000 to be recovered from the Government out of the purchase money which would thus be 
reduced to $3,000, the sum to be actually paid into the Treasury by Logan. This arrangement 
would be just to all parties, whilst having it determined beforehand there would be no 
misunderstanding hereafter. 

I am glad to hear that the Rajah of Quedah is doing so well. I have not had time to answer your 
official. Almost before this reaches you, you will be promoted. Accept any etc. etc. 

Sd O C 

True Copy M.P. Hon: Lt Col Man 

R C Pinang 

My dear Playfair 

With reference to my letter on the subject of the communication said to have been from the 
Dhatu Klana of Soongie Ujong I think it is right to mention that Abu Bakr has received a letter 
from a resident of Malacca styling himself Syed Hoosain Bin Abdul Rahman Tussoff (Yusof?}, 
brother to Syed Ahmed of Campong Glam, in which he states that you sent for Syed Saban and 
spoke to him on the subject of the interference with the Tumongong’s party, and that Syed 
Saban, who was accompanied by two Rambow Chiefs, in reply stated that the operations carried 
on by the Tumongong were contrary to Malay Law and, as the matter was not one connected 
with the English Govt., that he must decline meeting the wishes you had expressed for him to 
endeavour to arrange matters. The letter concludes by advising the Tumongong to have a 
meeting with Syed Saban where all difficulties may possibly be removed, and hints at his being 
able to make discourses {disclosures?}regarding secret proceedings at Malacca. This may 
perhaps give you a clue to the whole affair and enable you to discover the truth. 

My own idea is that Syed Saban is at the bottom of the matter and is desirous of making use of 
influence among the Chiefs to extort money from the Tumongong. I have kept the letter in my 
own desk but can u a copy or translation, if you think either would be of ay use to you. 

As there appears to be some doubt as to the range of the tides on the North Sands, will you order 
the Commander of the "Torch" to take soundings at every turn of the tide for a whole month and 
then send in a report upon the subject showing the depth of each sounding taken. 

I should be very much obliged if you could kindly furnish me with a brief account of the 
cultivation etc. of the Ramie, the manner of preparing it for use, and the use to which it is 
eventually put. I should require these details to induce the A. & H. society to take an interest in 
the plant. 

Sd O C 

True Copy 



19/2/63 M Protheroe 

Capt Playfair 

Offg. R C Malacca 

Singapore 22nd Febry 

My dear Sir 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 27th Decr and to thank you for 
the information therein afforded relative to the cause of the delay on Mr Earl’s part in joining his 
acting appointment. Your account of Mr Earl is so favourable that I have little doubt that in his 
present berth he will afford satisfaction and I trust ere long to have it in my power to provide for 
him permanently. 

Sd O C 

True Copy M P 

Major Stevenson 

Dy Comr Tavory {Tavoy?} 

22nd Febry 

My dear Capt Carew 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 26th Ult and to state that your 
name was mentioned in an official Letter recently forwarded to the Supreme Government as 
being on my list of Candidates for Employment in the Straits. It is of course quite out of my 
power to say when it is likely that I may be able to meet your wishes as the list is rather a long 
one and as you know I have not many appointments in my gift. 

Sd O C 

True Copy 

M P 

Capt Carew I N 

Adjdaha Bombay 

Febry 21 



My dear Man 

I hope the "Fame" will bring us down the copy of the Treaty with Langkat. Upon its receipt I 
purpose asking Corbett to allow the "Coquette" to go over to the Sumatra Coast to deliver my 
letter to the Rajah. Her appearance in that quarter just at present will prove beneficial. Mt 
Netscher called on me a few days ago. He states that on his last visit to Delhee he rescued a 
British Schooner belonging to Pinang which had been detained for several months in the river 
Putut(?). He did not know her name but that of the owner was Sour Ali Beg. I told him that, as 
you had recently been to Delhee in the "Scout", it appeared strange, if the vessel had been 
forcibly detained, that no appeal had been made to you for assistance as the crew must have been 
well aware of an English Man of War being in the neighbourhood. However I promised to make 
enquiries on the subject. He expressed a hope that, if I had any reason to be dissatisfied with the 
proceedings of the Chiefs, I would bring the matter to his notice, and he wd. Take care my 
wishes were attended to. I thanked him but said that, as my instructions were to compel due 
observance of all out treaties with Native States, I must myself adopt the necessary measures for 
causing due respect to be paid to my {any?}remonstrances I might have to make, and must 
consequently decline availing myself of his kind offer. 

When the "Pluto" arrives please send her off as soon as possible and direct the Commander to 
call at Cape Rachado and bring down any convicts for Singapore he may find there. 

Sd O C 

Major Man R C Pinang 

M Protheroe 
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My dear Hellard 

I write these few lines to mention that I have duly applied for your services to the Bombay Govt 
and reported to the Supreme Govt that it is my intention to appoint you M.A. on your return 
which I expect will be some time in May. 

I observe by the order on the subject of the abolition of the Indian Navy that during the period of 
an officer being employed under any Indian Govt. he will not be entitled to draw his pension. 
You will therefore be restricted to your pay viz 500 Rs. per mensem as M.A. and 200 per 
mensem from the fees of the Shipping office as Shippping Master under Act 1 of 1859. How far 
the order with regard to your not drawing your pension would operate in the event of the 
Settlement being transferred to the Colonial Office I cannot say, but I should imagine in that 
case, your connection with India being severed, that you would be entitled to receive it. This 
however is merely conjecture on my part. etc. etc. 

Sd O C 

True copy M P 

Capt Kellard I.N. 

London 

Singapore 

Febry 27th 1863 

My dear Sir Robert 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 18th Instant and to beg you to 
accept my best thanks for the reception you have accorded consequent on my introduction of Mr. 
And Mrs Lewis, for which I can assure you they both feel most grateful. 

A few days ago I received a letter from the Sultan of Tringanu begging that I would induce the 
Court at Bangkok to take early measures for the removal of the Ex.Sultan of Lingga from his 
territories, but as I observe from the papers that a Siamese Steamer is about to be sent down the 
coast for that purpose it is unnecessary that I should address you officially on the subject. 

I have little doubt that the pretensions of Siam over Kalantan and Tringanu will now be 
definitely settled so that no future doubts will be allowed to exist on this point. It is clear to me 
from all the correspondence on the subject, that for a long period of years Siam has been 
endeavouring to induce the two States to acknowledge her Sovereignty, but hitherto has never 



succeeded in the attempt, though in order to avert an attack the Chiefs have consented to offer 
the quinquennial tribute. 

When the Prime Minister waited upon me in 1861, he alluded to a petition he had received from 
some British Subjects against the Sultan of Tringanu, and expressed his readiness if I desired it, 
to have the matter enquired into and I at once told him that all matters in which the Sultan of 
Tringanu was concerned I settled myself, so that he was perfectly well aware of the views 
entertained by this Government, and I have little doubt that the offer was made solely with the 
object of obtaining a tacit acknowledgement of the power of Siam over the 2 states, an 
acknowledgement which of course I was not prepared to make. All this was fully reported so that 
the Home Govt. will have no want of data to refer to. 

We require no extension of territory and are naturally anxious to maintain the independence of 
the Malayan Chiefs. These States are too small to invite Foreign European attack, but if they 
formed part of Siam, they might at any time be involved in a war with the French which it is our 
object to prevent. I have little doubt that the Siamese themselves are perfectly well aware of the 
necessity for their keeping on good terms with us. Without our support they would be liable at 
any moment to have a quarrel fastened on them, and Bangkok would be in the Estimation of our 
worthy Allies a much more desirable Settlement than Saigon. Doubtless your presence alone has 
prevented this being the case long ere this, and the Siamese Authorities must feel this and ought 
to be grateful to you for the countenance you have always afforded them. 

The allowance I recommended for your witnesses is in Excess of that about to be granted in 
similar cases by this Govt or in India. About a moth ago I received a scale from Idia for my 
guidance in drawing up my own regns, so that if you address me officially I shall now be quite 
prepared to answer your queries and to give you the necessary assistance towards deciding the 
question. etc. 

Sd O C 

P.S. Will you kindly give our remembrances to Mr and Mrs Lewis. I am afraid I shall not have 
time to answer his letter, 

Sir R Schomburgk 

Consul Bangkok 

True Copy 

M P 

Précis of a letter to Major Man R C Pinang d/27/2/63 

Trusts that a good example will be made of the recaptured convicts. Enquires whether he is 
aware that Hilliard has been obliged to employ free instead of convict labor on the new road near 
Tassek. Explains that Mayne is anxious to take up his quarters at Govt House for a short time 



probably in May next. Considers that the bishop has not suffered from St John’s attack. Is 
expecting "Pluto". Requests him to send down translation of treaty with Langkat. 

Sd O C 

M P 

________________________________________________________________________ 

My dear Mr Froplory 

I have the pleasure to return with many thanks the inter Report on Saigon you kindly sent for my 
perusal. It differs from a Report on a British Colony inasmuch as it contains in detail the orders 
issued without giving the result. The latter intimates the result without specifying the orders 
through which that result has been obtained. 

Saturday 28/2/63 Sd/ O C 

Mons Froplory 

Singapore 

4th March 1863 

My dear Sir 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 3rd Ultimo and again to return you 
my best thanks for the kind assistance you have rendered me in procuring the supply of cotton 
seed which has been duly received and distributed. I beg to enclose a Bill upon London for 
£2.10. in payment of the price of the seed. I regret that I was unable to procure an order upon 
Alexandria but trust that you will experience no difficulty in getting this cashed. 

Sd O C 

True Copy M P 

Sidney Smith Saunders Esqre Egypt H B Consul General 

Précis of a letter to Captain Playfair R C Malacca d/5th March 1863 

Is glad to hear of the arrival of the sheep in good condition. Mentions that the Tumongong’s 
party have probably arrived ere this in Pahang, the Punghulu of Jampole having refused to stop 
them. Considers that Syed Saban is intriguing with the Sultan. Considers it advisable for him to 
keep his stamps. Hopes that Govt. will allow him to reduce the Royalty to 5 Percent in cases 
where mining operations are carried on on a large scale. Does not intend to proceed to Malacca 
till the 17th. Supposes that the judge will be back on the 15th. 



Singapore 

7th March/63 

My dear Capt Pengelly 

I write these few lines in the hopes that they may reach you before you leave for Europe. I have 
duly submitted your name in the list of officers of Indian Navy for whom I should be glad to 
provide should an opportunity occur and {from} all I hear the vacancy at Pinang will take place 
almost immediately. The pay of the berth including the allowance as Shipping Master which has 
latterly been regularly paid from the fees in {is} Rs 550 per mensem and there are a few fees 
received as Examiner etc. but there are I fancy trifling at present. The Straits are attached to India 
and consequently I am afraid Sir C Wood’s order would affect you, but in the event of our being 
transferred to the Colonial Office you would I presume be fully entitled to draw your pension in 
addition to your pay. That the transfer will eventually take place I have little doubt, still it is 
impossible to say when the measure will be carried out. I certainly do not think it will be 
deferred beyond another year or so but nothing positive has yet been decided, and consequently 
there is some conjecture and you may therefore act upon your own judgment. If after taking 
everything into consideration you would still desire to succeed to the Pinang appointment I can 
only say that it would afford me pleasure to meet your wishes. 

Sd O C 

To Capt Pengelly I.N. 

Care of Stevens Brothers & Co 

Bombay 

Singapore 

8th March 1863 

My dear Man 

I have merely time to write a few lines to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 24th Ultimo 
and to mention that the necessary alterations and repairs have been ordered to the Boilers and 
Machinery of the "Mohr". The Estimate however is a very high one, about $2,000, and is at 
present under consideration with a view to its being reduced if possible. However the Steamer, 
when the work is finished, ought to be in first rate order and require little or nothing in the way 
of repairs for some time. It is not unlikely that she may be required for special service under the 
order of the Supreme Govt for about a couple of months or so, in which case for the time she is 
to be employed her expenses are not to be debited against Pinang. This must however depend 
upon the early execution of the work now in hand. 



In all probability I shall leave this {place} for Malacca in the "Pluto" about the 17th or 18th. The 
Steamer will then go on to Langkat, deliver my letter and pay you a visit, so as to be available for 
about a week for any duty you may require of her, returning afterwards to pick us up again and 
take us back to Singapore. 

I am very glad to hear that you have received such satisfactory accounts of the proceedings of 
our Native friends in the Peninsula. I agree with you in thinking that they are not likely again to 
give us much trouble. As you have not sent on the correspondence about Dewljee’s case I 
presume you are satisfied with the reprimand you have yourself administered and consequently 
do not wish to submit the question officially. I am surprised after the previous correspondence on 
this subject that Hilliard should have exposed himself to rebuke. I am afraid if you cannot find 
the Langkat Treaty amongst your records that it must have been sent up to Calcutta. However we 
have had a translation made which will answer the purpose. 

Sd O C 

True Copy 

M P 

Hon: Col: Man R C Pinang 

  

Singapore 8/3/63 

My dear Playfair 

The "Pluto" will leave this {place} about the 13th to bring down the Judge and the Court 
Establishment as I presume that by that time the session will be over and Sir Richard glad to 
return. I wish you to have the relief of the Lighthouse effected and then send down the "Tonze" 
to Singapore, as it is possible her services may be required for some time as a tender to one of 
the Men of War, as {and?} it is just as well that she should be here so as to have any necessary 
repairs to her Machinery executed and to be in readiness to start at a day’s notice. 

At present Corbett’s plans are somewhat uncertain and it is possible that he may not to pay his 
visit to the Sumatra coast as soon as he intended, but he will be in a position to deliver 
{deliberate?} upon the matter after he returns from Batavia, which will be about the 17th Instant, 
and as time may be an object, it is necessary that we should have our Steamer in readiness, so as 
not to delay his movements. The "Mohr" is at present under repair and not likely to be fit for 
work for some time to come. 

I hope you have sent down one of the Printed forms of the Certificates we have been in the habit 
of giving to the Imams attached to the Village Mosques. We require the forms for our guidance 
here. 



Have you been able to procure an account of the process to wh the Rami is subjected in its 
preparation, the mode of cultivation etc. etc. so that I may bring the matter to the notice of the 
A.H.Society? 

Sd O C 

Captain Playfair 

R C Malacca 

Singapore 

12th March 1863 

My dear Playfair 

Many thanks for your letter of the 4th Instant and for the Enclosures which only reached me 
yesterday. 

I can hardly believe that Syed Saban was ignorant of the translation of the letter to the 
Tumongong, although of course he would naturally deny all acquaintance with the matter. He is 
fond of intrigue and I have little doubt that he is at present in correspondence with the Old Sultan 
or some of his people. 

The report that you have received relative to the state of affairs in Pahang certainly does not 
correspond with the accounts that have reached us from other Quarters, from which latter it 
would appear that Wan Ahmed hadretreated and that the country was quieting down. The 
statement made to you however is valuable inasmuch as it shews the impression that exists 
amongst the neighboring Chiefs with regard to the support given to wan Ahmed by the Court at 
Siam. It might perhaps be worthwhile for you to place the statement upon record. 

I was very sorry to hear of the disturbance at Kassing. I trust that a conviction has been duly 
obtained against the guilty parties. 

I hardly think we shall be able to leave this {place?} much before the 19th as I am desirous if 
possible of seeing Corbett again before we start, and he will hardly be back from his trip to 
Batavia before the 17th or 18th Inst 

With our united kind regards 

Sd O C 

I hope the "Tonze" has left for Singapore. If she has not relieved the "Torch", the relief must be 
effected. 

My dear Rose 



In looking over the Catalogue of Articles sent from India to the great Exhibition, I note a report 
relative to oil expressed from the seeds of the (?) {chaulmoogra?}which is procurable at 
Chittagong, and is stated by the Civil Assistant Surgeon, Dr. Beatson, to be a most valuable 
remedy in leprosy and in obstinate ulcers of all kinds. He mentions that he has seen ulcers, both 
leprous and non-leprous, take on a healing action on the application of the Chanoog–after 
resisting every other kind of treatment. Have you used this oil? If not I think it would be 
worthwhile for you to write to dr. Beatson and ask him to send down a small quantity for trial. I 
hope you are keeping your patients in the House of Correction up to their work. They would be 
good people to try the Effect of the oil upon. 

Sd O C 

True Copy 

M P 

18/3/63 

Dr Rose Senior Surgeon 

Précis of a letter to Major Man R C Pinang d/19th March 1863 

Regrets to hear that Hilliard’s case will have to be referred for orders. Cannot find the Volunteer 
clothing indents but considers he might prepare an ordinary one as used by Regiments in this 
country and send it in. Mentions that it should be in by the 1st June. Does not consider he has 
cause to complain of the absence of the "Mohr". Mentions that she will not be back at Pinang 
before June or July, but that the "Pluto" will be sent up occasionally. Mentions her approaching 
trip to Delly, Assahan, Langkat. States that Mayne will probably go to Pinang in "Baltic". Is glad 
to hear that the disturbances among the Celestials have been settled 

Sd O C 

My dear Lireman 

I have spoken to Playfair on the subject of provisioning the European Artillery shortly expected. 
He informs me that there is a Butcher at the Station who is prepared to kill a Bullock twice a 
week. This will, under the plan proposed of taking double rations and salting one half by 
Carson’s Machine, provide for 4 days. For 2 more days corned pork might be issued and perhaps 
for the 7th day the men might, as at Pinang, be glad to have fresh Pork, more especially if some 
condiments were given in addition. Playfair tells me that Pork can be supplied of very good 
quality, and as this place is certainly, as regards fish and fowl, cheaper than Singapore, the 
Europeans would occasionally be able to add something to their ordinary rations.  

It is possible that if the Butcher finds a steady supply creates a steady demand, he may eventually 
kill oftener, but for the present we must be content. It is advisable that you should write as soon 
as possible to Playfair, clearly specifying the arrangements you wish to be made, so that 



everything may be settled before the men arrive, as each man is allowed 1 lb. Of meat clear of 
large bones. I presume that will in reality require about 1lbs. 60 (6 oz?} for the two days’ rations 

Sd O C 

Major Lireman 

23/3/63 True Copy M P 

  

Précis of a note to Col Macpherson R C Singapore 23/3/63 

Mentions that Mr Kauptman is supposed to be in the habit of landing all the sick Chinese from 
the Carimons at Singapore, and as this is a breach of the law desires him to call Dunman’s 
attention to it. 

Sd O C 

M P 

Malacca 25th Mch 

My dear Atkinson 

Many thanks for your kind letter of the 31st Decr which should have been answered long ere this, 
had I not heard that the Malacca School Committee had solicited the aid of the bishop I obtaining 
the services of a head Master, and I was therefore anxious to ascertain the result of their 
application before writing. 

I find that the Bp. Has promised to assist them as far as may be in his power, but does not appear 
very sanguine of success, and the Committee have consequently begged me to mention that they 
are quite prepared to instal in the vacant office any person whom you, in communication with his 
Lordship, may nominate. I am afraid however the candidate alluded to in your Letter wd. Not be 
well qualified to fill the post, as he wd. Not possess sufficient influence over the Under Masters 
to keep them in proper control which is very necessary. 

If possible the nominee should be of pure European birth and not less than 25 years of age. The 
salary which is provided from the govt. grant in aid is at present Rs. 220 per mensem, and it may 
hereafter be increased to 250 per mensem from Local Subscriptions but on this point there is no 
certainty. In addition to his salary the Head Master also enjoys comfortable quarters in the 
School house. A remittance on a/c of passage money has already been made by the Bishop. 

I shall indeed be very glad if you and his Lordship between you can arrange to secure the 
services of a really good man, for they are much needed. I visited the school yesterday and 
examined the first class. The result was anything but satisfactory.  



As regards the scholarships granted by the Straits Govt., I am afraid we shall for the present be 
obliged to keep them as local Prizes, as although some of our Scholars both at Spore and Pinang 
are making very fair progress, and I have no right to complain, they are as yet I should imagine 
hardly ready to compete with the Alumni of the Presidency institutions. I should however esteem 
it a great favour if you would kindly supply me with a copy of the paper of questions proposed 
for the last Calcutta Scholarship Examinations. This would guide me in procuring a correct 
judgement as to the relative proficiency of your lads and my own, and enable me to come to a 
decision on this point.  

I am now on an inspectional tour but purpose returning to Headquarters at Spore about the 10th 
Prox. I have not yet had time to visit the Vernacular Schools I have recently established, but I 
hear they are progressing very favourably. In another 2 years if all goes well, I may reasonably 
expect as regards education a decided improvement throughout my Govt. 

Sd O C 

To W S Atkinson Esqre M A 

Director of Public Instruction 

Calcutta 

True Copy 

M P 

Précis of a letter to Major Man R C Pinang d/27th/3/63 

Enquires whether he shall send a copy of the draft Act for the regulation of Chinese Secret 
Societies for his consideration and for him to shew the Chinese, as he intends to again submit the 
matter to India. 

Sd O C 

Précis of a letter to the Secy A & H Society d/27/3/63 

In reply to his letter states that officers in charge of districts have been requested to report on the 
result of the cultivation of the cotton distributed among them and a report will be sent to the 
Society on receipt of their replies. 

Sd O C 

M P 

Malacca d/27/3/63 



My dear Macpherson 

I have just time to write a few lines to return the Warrant received with yours of the 25th and to 
state that I think the matter is one that need not have been brought to your notice. If Dunman was 
of opinion that the order to arrest the man was illegal, a point upon which I am not quite sure, he 
should have mentioned the matter to Vaughan in the first instance. This he does not appear to 
have done and consequently the matter solves {resolves?} itself into a question of talebearing, a 
practice that must be discountenanced.  

Whenever a reference is made on a subject connected with 2 officers, the only plan is to cause it 
to be submitted officially and with the reports of both parties attached. It never does even in the 
most trifling matters to allow an officer to make a side attack, as it were, upon another. We had a 
great deal too much of this in the Straits some years ago. I will write you a long letter in a day or 
two. 

Sd O C 

True Copy 

M P 

  

My dear Macpherson 

Owing to my trips to the interior and sending off the Calcutta Mail I have hardly had a moment’s 
leisure since we arrived here. Hence the delay in answering your long letter. 

Playfair has received another communication fm. The Datu Klana. It is written in a different 
strain from the first but still accuses the Tumongong of want of courtesy in not addressing him 
on the subject of the despatch of the Party to Pahang, and states that he does exercise control 
over a portion of the Country through which they passed and that the transit of another party will 
not be allowed without permission. 

I have told Playfair to inform him in reply that the discourtesy was not intentional on the 
Tumongong’s part, and that if the Dhatu Klana can satisfy me as to his right to claim authority 
over any part of the route traversed by the Tumongong’s people, I will bring the matter to the 
Tumongong’s notice. This being the case I think Abu Bakr had better write to the Datu Klana 
expressing his regret that he should have reason to suppose that he has been guilty of discourtesy 
towards him, stating that he was not aware of any section of the road passing through his 
territories, and requesting, in the event of such being the case, that he will withdraw the 
prohibition and allow the other party to proceed to their destination. This doubtless could have a 
good result. 

I saw the man who wrote to Abu Bakr the other day. He insists upon it that his letter was in reply 
to one received from A.B.’s secretary, asking him for advice and information; otherwise he 



would not have written. I understood from Simons that the letter was a perfectly uncalled for 
production and from a person regarding whom Abu Bakr had no previous knowledge. Will you 
kindly speak to Simons on the subject and ask him for full information regarding the 
correspondence, as I should like to get at the bottom of the matter. 

There would have been no objection to your writing the letter about the Municipal Account, 
leaving the number blank and sending up the draft by the first opportunity. We could then have 
brought it into our file by giving it a half number or adding the letter A to the number. 

I shall be anxious to hear the result of the sale of our farms. I have little doubt there will be some 
increase, though I am not desirous that it should be a very large one. 

I should be glad to support the request of the Mercantile Community with regard to granting 
Willans a suitable assistant, provided it can be shewn that our Merchants are subjected to 
inconveniences from which Merchants in Calcutta and in England are exempted. Unless this can 
be proved I doubt whether the application would be successful. I had a long chat with Willans on 
the subject before I left, and although he was hardly repared to express a vy decided opinion he 
seemed to think that in no case had any inconvenience been suffered by anyone which could not 
be attributed to the sufferer’s own neglect, and he mentioned that almost all the Mer. Firms were 
obtaining a regular stock of stamps, so as always to keep a few days’ supply in hand, an 
arrangement which must afford a great relief to the Stamp Collector, as it would enable him to 
work off a number of stamps of the same value at the same time instead of being frequently 
compelled to change the die, which causes much delay. I doubt much whether in Calcutta, 
Madras or Bombay the Merchants send to the stamp office on Mail days except in a few very 
peculiar cases. Willans stated that there were one or two modifications of the present system he 
intended proposing, but he wished in the first instance to satisfy himself fully of the necessity for 
them. 

Sd O C 

True Copy M P 

Malacca 31st March 63 

My dear McNair 

I have the pleasure to return for record in the Chief Engineer’s office the Abstract of Proceedings 
forwarded by Mayne previous to his departure for Pinang. He wrote to mention that he was very 
anxious for the purchase of a steam hammer for the use of the work yard. The price of it is $650. 
If there is any money available I have no objection to the measure as I presume that the hammer 
would be found extremely useful and that it would be worked by your present engine and 
attached to the Saw Mill. 

I do not know whether the question of the Bungalow on Pearls Hill was decided before Mayne 
left. If not you might mention to Lireman that all I should feel disposed to sanction would be the 



redivision of the rooms and some addition in the way of a Pandal to protect the outer walls from 
the Sun and Rain. 

Sd O C 

M P 

Capt Macnair 

Ex Eng Spore 

Malacca 9th April 

My dear Man 

I am sorry to hear you have had so much trouble with the disputes between your Chinese 
Societies. I have the pleasure to forward a copy of the Draft of an Act I submitted some 2 or 3 
years ago for the consideration of the Supreme Govt, regarding which no decided order have 
ever been issued, though the Secy of State expressed himself as a general question opposed to 
any Legislative movement against the Hooeys. It is not, as you will perceive, the intention of the 
Act to suppress these societies but rather to bring them under proper control and eventually to 
render them instruments of good instead of evil. 

Sd O C 

The Honble Major Man R C Pinang 

  

  

Singapore 

22nd April 1863 

My dear Sir Richard 

I have the pleasure to return the enclosures to your note of the 14th Instant. I have caused a copy 
of the remarks of the Grand Jury in the case of the Indictment against Bookooh Heng Sam to the 
forwarded to the police Magistrate for his information, and he will I am sure give the matter his 
due consideration. 

As regards the question of having vessels in Harbour unmanned, although the practice which is 
stated to prevail at Singapore is certainly extremely reprehensible, yet as far as I am able to 
judge, any interference on the part of Government in the present state of the law would be 
unauthorized, and I hardly think that the solitary instance of an evil result now adduced would be 



deemed a sufficient cause to induce the Legislature to move in the matter. It shall however have 
my cosideration. 

I have already brought to the notice of the Supreme Govt the fact of our being unable to exercise 
any control over vessels engaged in carrying Passengers between the Straits and China. As the 
Junk in which the recent Mortality (120 out of 300) occurred did not apparently leave a British 
{port?}, under any circumstances the overcrowding etc. could not have been prevented. I 
purpose however forwarding a copy of the depositions in the case for the information of the 
government at Macao. 

Sd O C 

The Honble 

Sir R B McCausland 

Précis of a letter d/ 22nd April to J B Brown Esqre 

Glugor Pinang 

Acknowledges the receipt of his letter of the 23rd Ult. Mentions that Capt Stewart’s name is 
down in the list of Candidates but can hold out small hopes of his being employed under this 
Govt. 

Sd O C 

Précis of a letter to Honble Major Man R C Pinang 

Was glad to hear that the escaped convicts were recaptured. Hopes he will be able to unravel the 
plot and effectively prevent a recurrence of these escapes. Mentions that he has replied to letter 
regarding Sir E Parry. Enquires whether Hilliard keeps a case book for serious convict cases. 
Mentions that he has forgotten to send a copy of the letter from the Rajah of Assahan. Enquires 
when he intends to leave. Desires him to tell Burn that he has not written to him as he could give 
him no intelligence until his (Maj: Man’s) plans were decided.  

Sd O C 

M P 

My dear Macpherson 

I have received your Letter No 63 of yesterday’s date. Before issuing any order upon it I would 
wish to know whether McNair had any verbal communication with you on the subject of your 
right to require the execution of the work in the P.W.D. I had been under the impression that you 
mentioned that he had told you that he hoped you would not suppose he wished to oppose your 
order, but that he was anxious that the question of Mayne’s right to interfere with the Convict 



Department might be clearly determined, which it would be by the subject being brought to my 
notice, which it was both by you and himself. As therefore it was referred for my decision and a 
reply sent you of which he received a copy for his information and guidance, he could hardly 
move again in the matter 

With respect to the Rule relative to the powers of Resident Councillors,it is possible that 
although he was aware of the existence of the order, he could not quote it and may have waited 
until Mayne’s return to submit the question to him. If I remember rightly a circular on this point 
was sent to R C’s and Ex Engineers in 1861. If I thought that there was any attempt on McNair’s 
part to decline recognising your authority, I should have no difficulty in dealing with the matter, 
but as it is it seems to me that the view you have taken may not have been the correct one for the 
following reasons. 

1st That he was unaware of the existence of an order limiting the powers of Local Civil 
Authorities though he could not quote it and therefore intended to submit the question to the 
Chief Engineer to whom he is responsible for the due observance of P.W.D. Regulations. 

2nd that having had a verbal communication with you he may have supposed that you were 
satisfied with his explanation and would therefore await my decision without requiring any 
further notice of your letter on his part. 

Sd O C 

Col Macpherson 

R C Spore 

April 25th 

My dear Sir Richard 

I am sorry to say that I do not possess the power of ordering the conversion of Company’s paper 
into cash. This can only be done I believe in Calcutta. 

As far as I am at present capable of judging, the question at issue is one in wh. no responsibility 
whatever attachesto the Local Government, nor could it be justified in interfering within the 
Court, nor the suitors can demand the investment of money in a treasury certificate Loan as a 
matter of legal right. The power exercised by the former is permissive only and may at any 
moment be withdrawn. Whilst its exercise is still perfectly optional, and in the event of the Court 
preferring to direct money to be invested in one of the ordinary Loans, the suitors would have no 
legal cause for complaint. 

Although the Accountant General is appointed by the Government, and the Govr. is therefore 
responsible for the safety of the money entrusted to his charge as shown by his periodical 
accounts, yet it cannot I opine be answerable for any neglect of the orders of the court. Those 
orders are not communicated to the Govt. nor are the periodical accounts of the Acct. General 



submitted to its scrutiny. On the contrary these accounts which shew distinctly the mode of 
investment of all money received from the Court are forwarded to the Court, and in the event of 
their being received without comment, it may be fairly presumed that the Court is satisfied with 
the manner in which its orders have been carried out. If not, it would certainly possess the means 
of enforcing due attention to its instructions. Had the Court in 1854 been dissatisfied with the 
mode of investment of the money appertaining to the Estate of Tan Koon Swee, it could at once 
have manifested its displeasure, and either through the Excutive govt. or the Acct. General, 
caused the error to be rectified. But it is quite possible that when the matter was brought to 
notice, the Court did not deem it necessary to require any change, not considering that the 
interests of the Estate would be in any way affected, nor honestly do I think they will be, the 
tendency of all govt. Loans being so evidently upward. 

There is one point upon which I shall have to call for further information as there seems to be 
some discrepancy between Playfair’s statement and that of the Acct. General in Calcutta. The 
order of Court is stated to have been issued on the 27th June 1854, but the Acct. Gl. Asserts that 
the subscription was an original one made on the 1st from {June?} 1837. This I do not quite 
understand, more especially as in 1837 the indulgence of investing in the Treasury Certificate 
Loan had not been granted. As soon as this doubtful point is settled I propose submitting the 
question for the opinion of the Advocate General and the orders of the Supreme Govt which is I 
think the best course to be adopted. 

Sd O C 

Sir R B McCausland 

(True Copy) M P 

Extract from a letter to Sir R Schomburgk Consul at Bangkok d/28th April 1863 

France seems to have enough to do just at present, and consequently is not I think likely for some 
little time to come to attempt to pick a quarrel with Siam. Still the contingency is one that we 
must always be prepared to Guard against. If however, as is currently reported here, the French 
Consul when he went was kept waiting in an outer shed until it suited H.M.’s pleasure to receive 
him, I cannot be surprised at his demanding reparation for what could not be looked upon as 
anything else but an insult, and a studied one for with Orientals all such acts of discourtesy are 
intended not casual. 

Unless H.M. learns to treat the representatives of Foreign Powers with the same courtesy which 
they would receive from European Sovereigns, he will always be in hot water with some Consul 
or other. It is quite possible that he may consider the course he pursues as dignified instead of 
being as it really is merely the result of his want of knowledge of the ordinary rules of civilized 
Society. I have been introduced at Private receptions to an Oriental Ambassador who was under 
my charge both to H.M. and the emperor of the French and on both occasions the Sovereign was 
as punctual as ourselves. 



I have heard nothing from India relative to the Tringanu affair. I have however little doubt as to 
its resulting in a clear exposition as to our relative psoitions with Tringanu and Kalantan. Mr 
Mackenzie’s letter, which was quite unauthorized, was the first occasion of the Court at Bangkok 
ever being addressed with respect to the settlement of any disputes we have had with those 
States, and both have on different occasion been called upon by the commanders of an armed 
vessel to afford redress for wrongs inflicted upon our subjects. 

As regards the Ex.Sultan of Linga, the Siamese Authorities, unless they had intended to be 
responsible for his good behaviour, had no right to summon him to Bangkok in 1861. I was well 
aware of what wd be the result at that time. 

Sd O C 

True Copy M P 

Note dated 28th April 1863 forwarding a certificate to Sergeant O’Leary Adjt Genl’s office 
Calcutta. 

Note date 28th April 1863 to Capt Fraser Offg Ch: Eng: Govt of Bengal regarding stone at Spore 
for Alguada Reef 

Sd O C 

M P 

Précis of a letter to Lt Col Man R C Pinang d/28/4/63 

Awaits the report of his intended departure for Europe. Mentions that Mayne will cut down 
Hilliard’s Church Estimate and that he has again addressed the Supreme Govt regarding Sir E 
Parry 

28/4/63 M P 

My dear Playfair 

I write these few lines to mention that with respect to the sum of $11,000 invested in a 4 per cent 
Loan instead of a Treasury certificate Note, it might be advisable for you to forward it to the 
Accountant General by this opporunity requesting him, if the Loan is now at par, to cause it to be 
disposed of through the Bank of Bengal, the sum required to be paid being deposited to credit in 
the Treasury and the Balance invested in a treasury ceritificate Loan. This arrangement probably 
might prevent any further trouble as the tendency of Govt. paper has been upwards lately. It is 
not improbable that the loan may be even now at a premium. 

Sd O C 

True Copy M P 



Spore April 

My dear Corbett 

Many thanks for your kind letter of the 17th Inst. Although I am afraid you have little chance of 
coming across any Lamons {Lanuns} this year, I concur with you in thinking that the fact of 
your having secured the cooperation of the Natives of the Islands of Borneo and instilling them 
with an idea that we are desirous of protecting them from the attacks of their Enemies is in itself 
an actual success. For the confidence thus inspired and{?} will always induce them to forward 
intelligence to the nearest Man of War, whenever Lanoon Prahus make their appearance, and as I 
presume a gunboat will henceforward be stationed on the Borneo Coast, she may thus be enabled 
to intercept the Pirates before they succeed in passing Labuan. I dare say the trip with you was of 
benefit to Sir J Brooke. 

True Extract 

M P Sd O C 

April 30th 

My dear Sir Richard 

I have the pleasure to enclose for your perusal a Letter from the sitting Magistrate relative to the 
remarks of the Grand Jury with respect to the indictment against Bookooh Leng Soon. Mr 
Vaughan’s opinion is so decided that it would of course be improper for the Government to take 
any further steps in the matter.  

I should feel very much obliged if you would kindly favor me with your opinion as to the merits 
of the accompanying appeal against the extract of the Recognizances of Choon Ah Soon and 
Jamal Karim. If, from the Dy Sheriff’s report (attached) you are satisfied that the omission to 
attend was not wilful and that the reason assigned for their absence may be taken as a valid 
excuse I should be prepared to take the case into favorable consideration, but if not the order of 
the Bench will be duly enforced. 

Sd O C 

Sir R B McCausland 

May 2nd 1863 

My dear Sir Richard 

I have the pleasure to return with many thanks the papers kindly sent for my perusal. I cannot say 
that they in any way alter the opinion I have already expressed, more especially as regards its 
being the duty of the Court to see that its own orders have been duly carried out with reference to 
the permission to invest money in the Treasury Certificate Loan. At the same time however I 



should not cosider myself competent to act on my own judgement and in the event of any 
difficulty arising should refer the question for the orders of the Supreme Government. 

Sd O C 

To Sir R McCausland 

Précis of a letter to Lt General Sir J B Hearsey Manor House St Johns Wood London 

Informs him that he would be happy to assist Lt G O B Caren but that his name is 3rd or 4th on 
the list of candidates for employment and he fears that the only two appointments in his gift will 
be filled up. 

Sd O C 

5/5/63 

Précis of a letter to the Govr of Labuan d/10/5/63 

Mentions that Major Lireman’s object in agitating the question of the insurance of specie en 
route for Labuan was to have it distinctly determined as to the debits of the cost of insurance. 
Intimate that the deaths of the 40th at Labuan are 8 per cent and at Spore 2 per cent. 

Sd O C 

My dear Simons 

I have been thinking over the subject of our conversation yesterday and am of opinion that the 
following is the most advisable course to be pursued. 

Let the Tumongong send in a letter pointing out the exact state of affairs in Pahang; that the 
country is thoroughly disorganized and the Bandaharah’s followers disheartened owing to the 
continued attacks upon them, from which they have now suffered for nearly six years; that 
consequently, whilst Inchi Wan Ahmed is receiving assistance from the neighbouring states, 
more especially from the district of Kamaman in the Territory of Tringanu, the support of the 
Bandaharah’s cause falls almost entirely upon the Tumongong; that in accordance with the terms 
of the Treaty concluded under the sanction of our Government he has hitherto afforded the 
Bandaharah every assistance in his power, but that the maintenance of even a small force in 
Pahang causes a continual drain upon his resources, which they cannot stand much longer, and 
he therefore solicits aid and advice for his future guidance. 

If I receive this communication in time I will despatch it to Calcutta by the "Lightning" on the 
17th Inst and ask for decided orders. If these order are to the effect that Pahang is to be 
considered under our protection and the Bandaharah supported, there will be little difficulty on 
the return of the squadron next month in settling the matter in such a way as to effectually 
prevent the peace of the Peninsula from being again disturbed. 



M P (sd) O C 

H M Simons Esqre 

14th May/63 

My dear Burn 

Many thanks for your three letters but more especially for the long one on the subject of the 
assessment on the Land at Malacca. 

I perfectly agree with you in thinking that instead of interfering with the Peasants, we should if 
possible make an example of one of those Gentlemen by whom they have been influenced and 
instigated to oppose the introduction of New Land Regulations. In commencing operations 
however it is essential that you should be perfectly sure of your footing and run no risk of defeat. 
In the first place therefore you must be perfectly satisfied that the land was not occupied {vide 
Para 3 Letter 400 dated Novr. 28th 1862} at the time of the transfer of the Settlement and that the 
holder therefore has no right to claim a title by prescription, but bears his present title solely 
upon a commutation deed or other document received from the British Government. At the same 
time it must be remembered that his acceptance of a commutation deed has in {no?} way 
invalidated his right to claim a prescription title, if that title was at any previous period 
possessed, so that in fact there may be many of the present holders of commutation deeds who 
are perfectly justified in reverting, if they desire it, to the old system of payment of the tenths, 
and with them you have not the power of interfering, although, if I remember rightly, I have 
pointed out this difference to Playfair in my demi officials, it may perhaps have escaped his 
notice. It is however a very material difference and great caution should therefore be observed in 
fully ascertaining the nature of the original title under which the holder of a commutation deed 
possessed his land before taking any proceedings against him. 

In Mr Velge’s case I should hardly suppose that the ground is held under a prescriptive right and 
he would therefore be a very good person upon which {whom?} to make an attack. Before 
however taking any decided steps in the matter I would wish you to institute minute Enquiries as 
to the nature of his claims, the tenure under which he holds the ground etc., and let me know the 
result, so that if necessary I may get the opinio of the Advocate General before adopting legal 
measures against him. 

I fully concur in your opinion as to the propriety of avoiding, as far as possible, all chance of 
causing a feeling of irritation amongst the people, and as Quinton still has plenty of work before 
him and you will consequently probably not be in a position to issue leases generally for some 
time to come. Where you find a disinclination to later leases you might tender the sanction 
accorded in Para. 5 of letter 175 of 25th June 1862. {ie?} continue to allow the land holders to 
pay their tenths as at present, intimating to them however that their tenths will be most rigidly 
exacted. If we act upon this principle, I doubt not that long before Quinton will be prepared to 
survey the ground, the people will be prepared to apply for their leases. 



I have already authorized your renewing the leases for 20 years, and I should be ready, should 
you after due consideration deem yourself justified in recommending the course, to extend that 
period for the further term of 30 years, and on the same conditions as at present. Beyond that 
term my power under Act xvi of 1839 does not reach. I am far from being anxious to dispose of 
the whole of our land, and indeed would almost prefer receiving the amount of a fair assessment. 
As Singapore would of course benefit by the improvement of Malacca, we might easily make 
any advances that might be necessary for the payment of the demands of annuitants from our 
surplus Revenue. 

By the bye I hope you have sent down by the "Pluto" the Forms to be filled up by the so-called 
Countess Von Rangow, as I am anxious to send them over to Batavia for signature, so as to get 
her claim adjusted. 

I am sorry I have been unable to send up the Sergeant for the Lighthouse but I find that he cannot 
obtain his discharge before the 24th July. Perhaps you may be able to arrange for the performance 
of his duties until then. Klyne might take the Rachado Light and the Gunner of the "Torch", if at 
Malacca, the Station Light, as a temporary measure. Man as you have no doubt heard etc. etc. 

Sd O C 

True Copy M P 

The Hon Capt Burn 

Malacca 

Précis of a letter to Mr Jackson B.C.S. Pinang 

Acknowledges the receipt of his letter d/2nd Inst and regrets his inability to place Govt Bungalow 
at his disposal as he is shortly going to Pinang. 

18/5/63 Sd O C 

Précis of a letter to Lt Col Man R C Pinang d/19th May 1863 

In reply to his letter of 11th inst wishes to reach Pinang before his departure. Proposes to put 
Protheroe in to act at Spore for Macpherson who will have to leave the next day so as to admit of 
the "Pluto"’s returning in time for the Govr to embark on the 6th. She would bring Burn from 
Malacca.If Govt House on the hill is ready would leave this {place} before Macpherson and, as 
all payments would be made from his treasury before his departure, Hilliard might be put in to 
act. Enquires whether Mr Blackburn has resigned the appointment of Coroner. 

Sd O C 

M P 



19/5/63 

My dear Bain 

Although there was nothing in my note which you were at perfect liberty to communicate to 
anyone interested in the question to which it referred, and indeed it was written, as you say, for 
the purpose of allaying any unnecessary excitement at Pinang, and consequently with a view to 
its contents being made known to the residents at that Station, yet I am entirely unable to 
recognise the propriety of your furnishing anyone with a copy, without first ascertaining my 
wishes on the subject. For instance, had you in the first instance informed me of the use you 
intended making of my communication, I should in all probability thought it necessary to enter 
into a somewhat more detailed account of the circumstances under which the proposition from 
the Chamber of Commerce originated, and the nature of the correspondence that took place 
between the Chamber and the Resident Councillor. The great advantage of demi official 
correspondence is that it enables a Public Officer to not only communicate facts for the truth of 
which he is of course just as responsible as if they were noted I an official document but also to 
express his own opinion in an unreserved and friendly manner, but this advantage would of 
course be lost were he to suppose that his correspondent felt himself at liberty not only to 
communicate the facts but to furnish other parties with copies of the letter converting it in fact 
into an ordinary public document. 

Sd O C 

M P 

To Bain Esqre 

Piang 

Precis of a letter to Sir R Schomburgk Consul Siam 19th May 1863 

Has heard nothing through India regarding Tringanu but considers that some orders must be 
issued, as until the question of Tringanu and Clanatan’s dependence or otherwise is settled there 
will be a difficulty in obtaining redress for British subjects in those states. Considers that Mr 
Knox seems to misunderstand his position and appears to act more as an officer of the Siamese 
Government than as one of his subordinates. Regrets to hear of his illness and enquires whether 
he is coming to Pinang. States that the omission on the part of the Secy of the A & H Society to 
acknowledge the receipt of certain plants must have arisen from carelessness and mentions that 
he shall be informed of it. 

Sd O C 

M P 

My dear Brigadier 



I have at last succeeded in getting hold of Brigadier McLeod’s letter. The correspondence had 
been mixed up in the Military and Public Works departments and it was first somewhat difficult 
to trace it. 

The quarter was not condemned as being unfit for occupation but the Brigadier states as follows. 
"The Bugler, a married man for whose accommodation a portion of the hospital was partitioned 
off, complains of the indelicacy of the female portion of his family having to pass the Hospital 
patients every time they have to go to the Cook Rooms and necessary {facilities?} formerly 
belonging to the hospital, besides seeing themselves washing themselves in an almost state of 
nudity". 

This would of course hardly justify the remark that the Quarter had been considered 
uninhabitable by the Brigadier, whilst the only just cause of complaint, viz the dripping from 
above on thepart of the Native Officer could easily be remedied by prohibity {prohibiting?} 
there etc etc.of the portion of the upper room as soon as it were made known. 

Sd O C 

P.S. I find on perusing the whole letter that Mr {Brig?} McLeod recommended that the Native 
Officer should be allowed to occupy the Bugler’s Quarters on the latter being otherwise 
provided. 

My dear Froplory 

I will not fail to give Mr Berthire’s case my earnest consideration. I am not however at all 
sanguine as to my power to aid him, as I fear that during his service with the Police he never 
subscribed to the Superannuation fund, in which case his claim to receive relief from that fund 
could not be admitted, and there is no Public source from which assistance could be afforded. 

Sd O C 

True Copy M.P. 

Mons Froplory 

Consul for France 

Précis of a note to Captain Burn R C Malacca d/7/6/63 

Trust he will be able to leave Malacca on Thursday and then Macpherson can leave on Monday. 
Will not be able to submit his appeal for deputation allowance. Mentions that he can commence 
courts of Inquiry at Spore during the Govr’s absence. Desires him to supervise the printing of the 
Administration Report. 

M P 



Pinang 7th June 1863 

My dear Brigadier 

I spoke to Major Carter immediately on arrival here, and stated that in the reply to your letter I 
had refrained from mentioning the strength of the detail to be sent down by the "Pluto", so as to 
give him an opportunity of despatching a few more than the number (20) mentioned in your 
official instructions. In the course of the afternoon {conversation?} he told me he had ordered 25 
which he trusted would be sufficient as he could not well spare more. 

I have already written to the Offg Govr of Labuan and hope that the necessary sanction may be 
given to the proposed augmentation. 

Sd O C 

True Copy 

M P 

  

  

  

Gov Ho Pinang 8/6/63 

Sir 

Lt Col Hervey having left the Straits Settlements and returned to the Madras Presidency, I beg to 
return the enclosure to your letter dated 2nd April 1863 

Sd O C 

Mr R E Pench 

8 Bridge Street 

Bath 

(insert) 

Précis of a letter to Capt Burn R C Singapore d/23/6/63 

Has no objection to Captain Anderson being placed in charge of the "Mohr" on trial. States that 
Cowpar’s leave will be sent down by next opportunity. Ferguson’s acting until Maingay’s arrival 



will have to be arranged with the Brigadier. Desires him to ascertain whether the probable 
expense of the fuel of the "Pluto" to Labuan will be more than the Passage money by the "Lizzie 
Webber" of the 25 men. 

Sd O C 

(end of insert) 

Extract from a letter to Captain Hilliard I.N. d/20/6/53 

I am afraid it will hardly be in my power to keep the appointment of Master Attendant at 
Singapore open for another year, but I shall be glad to stretch a point in your favor in the hopes 
that your health perhaps may be sufficiently restored to admit of your coming out to a climate 
like that of the Straits which is not so trying as that of India sooner than your medical advisers 
now anticipate. 

Should therefore nothing occur to render any change from the arrangement now in force 
immediately necessary I shall allow matter to remain in status quo until I hear from you again. If 
you think that within three months from the date of your receipt of this letter you may be able to 
leave England to join your appointment, send me a few lines to that effect and I will have you 
gazetted. If on the contrary there is no hope of your being able to return to duty by that time. Will 
you kindly write to Captain Pengelly of your Service, the next on my list who is now at Singora 
and mention to him your inability to accept office and my readiness to give him the berth, 
provided he may be able to come out within a month the receipt of your communication. 

Sd O C 

True Copy 

M P 

  

  

Précis of a letter to Captain Playfair . 

Authorizes his making over the proposed ground to Mr Velge on the terms mentioned, to be 
however reported officially for sanction. Is glad to learn that leases are being taken and believes 
the Recorder takes the same view as the Govt regarding the nature of prescriptive right. Mentions 
that a letter has been sent to Kim Sing informing him that a revision of 5 per cent Royalty will be 
made in his favor. Is glad to learn that Sultan Ali is living comfortably. Trusts he will succeed in 
arranging with the Datu of Johole to secure a district boundary. 

Sd O C 



3/7/63 

Précis of a letter to Capt J Burn R C Spore 

Mentions that the Recorder specified prescriptive right and let right from time immemorial, thus 
taking the same view as the Govt in the Malacca Land question. Advises his requesting the 
Recorder to allow matters in the Accountant General’s office to remain in statu quo until the 
whole question is settled, as probably consequent on the reference on the business, the Supreme 
Govt may prohibit Treasury rates being granted except when an Estate may exceed 500 Rs. Asks 
him to mention to Daveston that the Volunteers should submit the names of officers to fill the 
vacancies occasioned by Read’ retirement that they may be gazetted. 

Sd O C 

3/7/63 

  

My dear Sir Benson 

I should indeed be very glad to learn that you had kindly accepted the office of Arbitrator in the 
matter at issue between the Rajah of Perak and Mr Lewis. In fact I cannot but consider that in 
doing so you would confer an obligation upon the Government, as in submitting the question to 
Arbitration the Rajah has followed the advice which I deemed it my duty to give him when Mr 
Lewis’ claim was first brought to my notice. 

Sd O C 

True copy 

M P 

Sir R {P?} Benson Maxwell 

Recorder 

Pinang 9/7/63 

My dear Simons 

In consequence of my being on the Hill I did not receive your letter of the 29th Ult. in time to 
answer it by the "Pluto". 

The death of the Bandaharah has completely deranged my plans, ad it is now rather difficult to 
decide as to the course that it is most advisable to adopt. If Inchi Wan Ahmed would be content 
to act as Regent or even to hold the govt. for life, appointing the late Bandahara’s Eldest son his 



heir, our policy would be very plain, but under the present circumstances it is not so clear and I 
am afraid we must practice patience and trust to the Chapter of accidents. 

As regards your own affairs I would suggest in the first instance your applying to Wan Ahmed 
for the promised permission to recommence working the mines, pointing out to him that unless 
placed in the same position that you were before your operations were {suspended?} you will 
have a claim for compensation for the losses you have sustained, which it will be necessary for 
you to submit for the consideration of your own Government in order that you may obtain 
redress. If on the receipt of your communication, the desired permission is accorded of your 
property. I presume that you will be satisfied and will soon be in a position to recover all your 
advances. If on the contrary you receive an unfavorable reply, you should bring the matter to my 
notice and I will do my best to secure you justice. I have already alluded to your claims in my 
last letters to the Supreme Govt. 

Inchi Wan Ahmed, you may be assured, will not be allowed to disturb the peace of the Peninsula 
by attacking Johore. It might be advisable for you, on the part of the Tumongong, to make 
enquiries as to the despatch of Arms and Ammunition from Singapore to Pahang, as in the event 
of an attack upon Johore by anybody rendering Wan Ahmed assistance {he?}would render 
himself liable to transportation under Act X of 1839, an Act that possibly few people think about 
but which would certainly be enforced 

Sd O C 

True Extract M P 

H M Simons Esqre 

Singapore 



Private Letter Book 
Volume VII 

From the 10th July 1863 
To the 27th December 1863 

  
                                                                                                            10/7/64 {63} 
My dear Brigadier 
  
                        I have been so busy preparing my Administration Report that I omitted to answer 
your note by the “Pluto”.  I however wrote to Capt Burn to ascertain whether the cost of the fuel 
to Labuan will exceed the amount of passage money to be paid for the Detachment.  The party 
being so small I am afraid this will be the case, which would preclude my sending the steamer 
over, as the expense would be debited against the Labuan Govt and there is always difficulty 
about the grant for its Military Establishment.  If however I am mistaken in this point, as I do not 
think the “Pluto”’s services are required just at present, I should have much pleasure in meeting 
your wishes. 
  
            I hope that your Sick List is not increasing.  The 40th with fewer men had heavier duty 
and when they left the Straits they had not a larger sick List than a Corps in India.  I am afraid 
there is little prospect of the Mily. Force, as regards Infantry, being increased in the Straits for 
some time to come.  Should you however, owing to the prevalence of sickness, consider it 
necessary to reduce the Guards, I should be quite prepared to recommend the substitution of 
Policemen for Sepoys at the Sheriff’s Jail and Convict Work Yard.  I did recommend the change 
some time ago but was informed that, as it was necessary to keep Native Troops in the Straits, I 
must employ them as far as practicable on Civil Duties.  The finance Dep. And Mil: Dep. Do not 
always take the same view of matters and I fancy the former has the most influence nowadays. 
You have doubtless heard that there is little prospect of a European Corps being sent to 
Singapore for the present.  
  
            I hope you will be pleased with the revised plan of the Guard Room at Fort Canning.  I 
should almost have preferred having it in the body of the Fort, at right angles to the Barracks and 
Canteen, so as to have formed the 4th side of the Square, but if I remember right, there was 
hardly sufficient space for it without interfering with ventilation whilst the cost wd. Have been 
greater. 
                                                                                                Sd O C 
            Brigadier de Sansmany 
  
Précis of a note to Captain Burn R C Spore                           d/20/7/63 
  
Mentions that Capt Anderson is entitled to ½ salary of the Command of the “Mohr”, and as he no 
longer requires the berth desires him to nominate M P Earl and send up the vessel as soon as 
possible.  With regard to Lt Burn states that his succeeding to the Appt at Pinang depends upon 
Lieut. Philbrick’s being no longer a candidate.  Desires him to ask Capt MacNair to ascertain the 
point.  Requests him to tell Davidson that he will gazette the necessary appointment to the 
Rifles.  Supposes that Scott will be Adjt Gl {and?} Qur  Master. 
                                                                                                Sd O C 



                        M P 
  
Précis of a letter to Captain Burn R C Singapore                               d/20/7/63 
  
States that there is no legal power to interfere with Native vessels proceeding over crowded to 
China but Captain Wright should report any very bad case officially and the matter will again be 
urged upon the Supreme Govt. Will try the Tumongong’s subject in custody in our own Court. 
Points out that his liability to trial brings {turns?} on his having been 6 moths in our territory 
before being brought before the Magistrate.  With reference to the Consular Jail there is not the 
slightest chance of one being erected.  Considers that should a consul bring a refractory seaman 
before our Magistrate and request that he might be tried according to Br Law, the man might be 
punished. Will not be able to give much aid as regards the Burial Ground.  Considers that it 
would be cheaper to send a party of Police Peons with Convicts to Bombay than Sepoys.  
Enquires whether his brother would like the Command of the “Mohr” as soon as the “Pluto” is 
ready for sea.  Desires him to send her to Pinang with Mayne; thence she will return to Spore 
touching with letters at Assahan. 2 days after the despatch of the Administration Report to 
Calcutta, desires him to send the usual copies to the Editors of Straits Times and Free Press, and 
desires him to send 3 or 4 copies to this office.  Mentions the proposed Introduction of the Penal 
Code.  Mentions that he will remain here till Septr.  Desires him to watch the Ex.Sultan of 
Lingga should he come to Singapore. 
                                                                                                            Sd O C 
  
Précis of letter to Capt Mayne                                                d/26/7/63 
  
Desires him to dispose of circular as usual Mr Logan having expressed readiness to make the 
necessary advances.  Wishes him to come up immediately after receipt of Calcutta Mail to 
conclude arrangements regarding drainage works at Sehar Ikan Mati.  Burn has been requested to 
send up “Pluto” .  When Estimates for works at Pulo Brani are recd Capt Burn to be furnished 
with a copy of Supreme Govt order {and?} instructed to make advances to be debited against 
Imperial Govt. Draws attention to necessity for protecting the piers of Juru Bridge. 
                                                                                    Sd O C 
            M P 
  
My dear Bain 
  
            I have made the two corrections {at?} Paras 1 and 4 which I think will suit the purpose.  
Surely some of our own houses are connected with Firms in Siam, Batavia, China and Manilla.  
If so you should insert these places in Para v.  In haste etc. 
  
                                                                                                            Sd O C 
                        R Bain Esqre 
                                                                                                            Pinang 25/7/63 
My dear Mr Mathison 
  
                        I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 7th Instant.  It is 
of course out of my power to make any promise of providing for Captain Anderson.  The reason 



especially as {is?} under the orders from the Secy of State a preference as regards Marine 
Appointments is to be given to officers of the late Indian Navy who may desire to obtain 
employment under any of the Indian Govts, and I can therefore merely say that his claim will not 
be lost sight of, and in the event of any vacancy occurring would receive due consideration. 
                                                                                                Sd O C 
The Revd L Mathison 
            Singapore 
  
                                                                                                            25/7/63 Pinang Hill 
My dear Sir 
  
            In reply to your letter of the 13th Ult I have the pleasure to state that I have caused your 
name to be placed on the list of candidates for the Residency Chaplaincy of Malacca in the event 
of its becoming vacant by the resignation of Mr Hackett, regarding which however I have at 
present no intimation.  I deem it right to mention that Malacca being within the diocese of the 
Bishop of Calcutta his Lordship’s sanction is necessary previous to a candidate’s being 
nominated to the appointment. 
                                                                                                Sd O C 
            True Copy 
                        M P 
The Revd C A Hock 
                        Sarawak 
  
                                                                                                Pinang 25/7/63 
My dear Burn 
  
                        Many thanks for your long letter of the 14th Inst received by the Mail. 
  
            As regards Captain Osborne’s plan of deporting laborers with their families from China 
to the Straits Settlements, I am unable to express any decided opinion until I am favored with a 
sketch of the whole scheme upon which to form a judgement.  At the same time I am inclined to 
believe that even at Singapore we might find a field for one or two thousand in the district 
towards Tanjong Karang which we are now opening up with new roads.  Kim Singh has a large 
tract of land in that Quarter and you could not do better than speak to him on the subject and 
communicate his views to Captain Osborne.  There is also some room for agriculturalists in the 
district between Changha and Sirangoon through which another road is being cut.  Possibly 
Whampoa might be able to give you some valuable hints and it might therefore be advisable for 
you to consult him on this point as well as Kim Singh at Malacca.  I have little doubt that there 
will be a cosierable demand for labor and that the immigrants would have little difficulty in 
obtaining employment immediately on their landing.  Even in Province Wellesley there may be a 
requisition for more labor as the immigration from Madras is not so great as formerly.  I will 
therefore speak to Nairne and Brown and ascertain their views on the subject. 
  
Considers that the Bill of Sale in the Chinese Burial Ground question is for another piece of land 
altogether.  In the case of the Johore Murder points out that unless the murder was committed on 
A or arm of the sea and within 3 miles of our coasts we should have no jurisdiction except by 



proving the Criminal a British subject under Act 1 of 1849.  Is unable to sanction a guard for his 
House.  With regard to sentries presenting arms to him feels sure that it is prescribed by the 
different Guard Regulations.  Cannot understand the cause of delay in getting the “Mohr” ready.  
Desires him to send up the “Pluto” with Mayne on her return.  She can wait at Singapore until 
the Recorder proceeds on Circuit and then come up to Pinang for Governor.  Mentions that the 
grammar of the proceedings in the case of the loss of the “Lucy” is bad and desires him to 
mention this to Capt Wright. 
                                                                                                            Sd O C 
M P 
                                    Capt J Burn R C Spore 
  
                                                                                    25/7/63            Pinang Hill 
My dear Playfair 
  
            I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th Instant.  I am not 
aware of there being any objection to your including every kind of fruit in your Revenue farm.  
The land holders are bound to pay the tenths upon the produce of their ground whatever that 
produce may be and there seems to be no good reason for making any distinction between our 
{one?} kind and another. I have little doubt that the arrangement will induce many to take out 
leases.   
  

I hope to receive the decision in Mr Velge’s case by the Mail now expected. If however 
the Judge had any opportunity of making his opinion known when he passed through the Station 
I fancy that the Advocate General’s decision will hardly be needed. 

  
I am very sorry to hear that there has been another murder.  I trust you will be able to 

secure a conviction in the case and then {thus?} to check the crime which is certainly a great deal 
too frequent at Malacca, owing in a great measure to the weakness of our Police Force and the 
want of proper means of communication.  It will take some time yet ere we shall be able to put a 
stop to it entirely.  Baxter seems to have behaved very wll in seizing the murderer in this 
instance. 

  
I trust that you will be able to effect an amicable settlement between the old Sultan and 

Suleewataro.  If the former would get a good person to manage Moar for him, with the aid of his 
pension and the revenue he might collect, he would be able to live very comfortably. 

  
Burn has sent me the copy of a letter he has written to you about the intention of Capt. 

Osborne to deport Chinese Rebels with their families to the Stations of the Straits Settlements.  I 
should be glad to hear what your Chinese Notables think of the plan.  I should imagine that 
agricultural laborers would soon obtain employment, and it certainly is a matter of importance to 
us to induce an influx of women and children into our Districts. 

  
I have just noticed the postscript to your letter.  If you will refer to the correspondence 

you will find that there has never been a doubt expressed as to persons retaining their 
prescriptive rights, even although they may have taken out Commutation deeds. The question at 
issue is whether persons who never possessed prescriptive rights had such rights conferred upon 



them by receiving commutation deeds, and on this point the Judge entertains no doubt.  The 
possession of the commutation deed neither takes away nor confers a prescriptive right.  That 
right rests entirely on another basis, the fact of the land having been occupied by the holder or 
his predecessor before the transfer of the Settlement to the British.  In Mr. Velge’s case it is 
proved that the ground was not occupied until after the transfer.  Hence he cannot claim under a 
prescriptive right.  If he could have proved that the land had been I his possession, or in that of 
the Malays from whom he purchased it before 1824, he could not have been interfered with, 
notwithstanding his having accepted a commutation deed. 

                                                                                                Sd O C 
True copy 
            M P  
Hon Capt Playfair  

  
My dear Macpherson 
  
                        It does not appear that this is a case in which we have any right to interfere.  The 
men are not our subjects.  They took out no certificate of investigation and have lived at Perak 
just as long as they have been in the British territories.  Moreover the quarrel in the first instance 
arose amongst the Chinese themselves and it does not appear that any British property has been 
seized by the Perak authorities.  This is a very different case from the one at Larroot.   
  

There would however be no objection to your writing a friendly letter to the yang de per 
Tuan to the effect that as the Petitioners have asked your intercession to enable them to convey 
provision to their comrades, you have thought it right to bring the matter to his notice, feeling 
certain that he will act justly towards them and prevent their being unnecessarily molested.  The 
petitioners however should  be clearly warned that our Govt would not interfere on their behalf. 

                                                                                    Sd O C 
M P 

  
  
  
  
                                                                                                Pinang Hill July 25 
My dear Lord 
  
            I have the pleasure to acknowledge your Letter of the 30 April, which has only lately 
reached me, transmitting the scheme for the education of Christian Children in the Bengal 
Residency. 
  
            I am afraid I cannot hold out much hope of obtaining any support in this Settlement 
when, as your Lordship is aware, we have already at such Station several Schools almost entirely 
dependent upon our Local resources, for which we already experience some difficulty in 
collecting sufficient subscriptions, consequent on the departure for England of a great number of 
old residents, most of whom were liberal subscribers to all our Public Institutions, which is not 
the case with many of their successors. 
  



            I am I great hopes that we may soon hear of your having been able to secure the services 
of a Master for the Malacca School, where a competent head is certainly most needed.  Should 
the application to your Lordship fail of success, I almost think it would be advisable for the 
School Committee to make a                       to England, as consequent in the recent measure 
{increase?} to the Government Grant in Aid they are now in a position to offer a liberal salary. 
                                                                        Signed O Cavenagh 
To The Right Revd 
            The Lord Bishop of Calcutta 
  
                                                                                                                        30/7/63 
My dear Nairne 
  
                        Returns papers regarding Sumatra. 
  
            Captain Osborn has spoken to Brown on the subject of his Scheme for deporting Chinese, 
with their wives and families, to British Settlements, with a view to some of them being sent to 
the Straits, should we not object. Will you kindly favor me with your view on the subject as 
regards their introduction into Province Wellesley. 
  
                                                                                                Sd O C 
            L Nairne Esqre 
  
Letter to the Bp of Calcutta requesting him to send another Chaplain to Singapore instead of 
Nicolson and requesting him to transfer him to Bengal. 
                                                                                                Sd O C 
            30/7/63                                                                                    M P 
  
Précis of a note to Captain Burn R C Singapore per “Armenian”                  d/6th/8/63 
  
Informs him that he will receive secret orders regarding the exportation of arms at Singapore and 
desires him to ascertain whether any have been or are likely to be sent from Singapore to Japan. 
                                                                                                Sd O C 
  
Précis of a note to Revd A.D.Nicholson Chaplain Singapore                        d/7/8/63 
  
Replies to his letter of the 25th and mentions that his privilege leave will be granted provided he 
makes arrangements for the performance of his duties during his absence.  Refers him to Capt 
Burn for the order. 
                                                                                                Sd O C 
  
                                                                                                Pinang 7/8/63 
My dear Burn 
  
            By this Mail you will receive the official (Secret) on the subject of the prohibition of the 
Exportation of Arms from Singapore.  The order from the Secretary of State was an extremely 
difficult one to carry out in the present state of the law and in the absence of a  Legislative 



Council for the Straits.  However I trust that the Home Govt will be satisfied that I have done my 
best to carry out its wishes.  The Notification will appear in Friday’s Gazette, but it might be as 
well to inform McNair that it should not be inserted until the last moment and that the issue of 
the Gazette might be delayed so that it would only be in circulation by Saturday morning.  In the 
manner {matter?} with regard to the Names it might be advisable for you to delay having the 
forms printed until the 18th so that the object with which the Notification was issued might not 
become known until a day or so before the sections of the Act come into operation. 
  
            By the last Mail I received an application from Nicolson for one month’s leave but the 
letter was a very informal document and did not state what arrangements he proposed making for 
the performance of his duties during absence.  Moreover I am doubtful whether he is entitled to 
obtain privilege leave, as the only regulation that I can find upon the subject requires a period of 
11 months to elapse from the date of return from Sick Leave.  If however Nicolson can satisfy 
you that his duty will be performed and that he is entitled under the rules for Chaplains to 
Privilege leave, on his sending in a formal application to you as Secy to Govt, you may grant him 
the leave at once sending on the application with the word ‘sanctioned’ written across it, so that 
we may see that it is all right. 
  
            I hope you will have paid Count van Rangow’s money.   
  
                        etc. etc.                                                                        Sd O C 
  
  
  
  
  
(inserted letters) 

No 1 
Secret                          From 
                                                The Governor of the Settlement of  
                                                Prince of Wales Island, Singapore and Malacca 
                                    To 
                                                The Right Honble the Secretary of State for India 
Sir 
            In acknowledging the receipt of your Despatch No 1 Dated 26th June 1863 I have the 
honor to state that consequent on the non-existence of a Legislative Council for the Straits 
Settlement, being precluded from introducing an Act got the prohibition of the exportation of 
Arms and Ammunition, I have deemed it my duty, in accordance with the wishes of Her 
Majesty’s Government and under the power vested in the Governor of a Presidency by Section L 
of Act XXXI of 1860, to bring into operation throughout the Settlement the provisions of 
SectionsV, VI, VII, XIII, XIV, XV, XVI, XLI, XLII,  XLIII, XLIV, XLV, XLVI, XLVII, 
XLVIII and XLIX of the above Enactment.  At the same time I have instructed Resident 
Councillors, the Officers authorized to grant Licenses for the sale of Arms etc to require, as one 
of the conditions under which the Licences are to be issued, that no sale of Arms for exportation 
shall take place except under a declaration from the purchaser, that they are intended for the use 
of the Imperial Govt. of China and for despatch by some particular vessel, such declaration, 



further with a statement of the quantity and description of arms sold, being transmitted within 
twenty-four hours to the Resident Councillor’s Office, in order that the necessary comparison 
may be made with the Returns at the Export Office and intimation also sent to the Senior Naval 
Officer at Hongkong for his information and for communication to His Excellency the Naval 
Commander in Chief. 
  
2. I trust that the above measures of which a report will duly be made to the Hon’ble the 
President in Council, may meet with the approval of Her Majesty’s Government. 
  

No 2 
Secret                                                  To 
                                                                        The Offg. Resident Councillor 
                                                                                                Singapore 
Sir 
  
   With reference to the accompanying Notification which you are requested to forward for 
publication in the next Government Gazette I have been instructed by his honor the Governor to 
transmit for your guidance a form for the Licenses you are authorized to grant for the sale of 
Arms and Ammunition and to desire that, on the receipt of the Declaration and Statement alluded 
to in the second condition of the License, you will adopt suitable measures for ascertaining the 
truth of the Declaration from the Returns of the Export and Import Office, and at the same time, 
furnish the Senior Naval Officer at Hongkong for his information and for communication to His 
Excellency the Naval Commander in Chief, with a list of all vessels leaving for China with Arms 
or Ammunition on board; a statement of the quantity of Arms and Ammunition as recorded in 
the Registrar’s Office should accompany the list. 
  
2. Your attention is called to Sections VIII, IX, X and XI of Regulation iii of 1833. 
  

O C 
            Augt 1st 1863 
  
  

Licences 
  
A B is hereby authorized to deal in arms and ammunition under the following conditions. 
  
1st. That no sale of fire arms for use within the limits of the Straits Settlement shall exceed in 
number Twelve to any one person without notice thereof  being duly give within twenty four 
hours from the time of sale to the Resident Councillor. 
  
2nd. That no sale of arms for exportation shall be made except under a written declaration from 
the purchaser that such arms are intended for the use of the Imperial Government of China, and 
for despatch by a vessel, of which the name is to be therein specified, such declaration together 
with a statement of the quantity and description of arms sold to be transmitted within twenty four 
hours of the time of sale, to the Resident Councillor. 



  
Given under my hand and seal on the                                    day of                          in the year 
One thousand eight hundred and sixty three. 
                                                                                    ____________ 
                                                                                    resident Councillor 
Resident Councillor’s Office 
____of____________1863 
  
  

Notification 
  
His Honor the Governor has been pleased to declare that from and after the 20th day of August 
1863 the several Stations in the Straits Settlement should be subject, until further notice to the 
operation of the provisions of Sections V, VI, VII, XIII, XIV, XV, XVI, XLI, XLII,  XLIII, 
XLIV, XLV, XLVI, XLVII, XLVIII and XLIX of Act XXXi of 1860. 
  
Under the provisions of Section VII of Act XXXI of 1860, Resident Councillors are hereby 
authorized to grant Licences to deal in Arms and Ammunition. 
  
                                                                                                By Order 
  
                                                                                    Dy Secr to Government 
            Pinang 
                        7th Augt 1863 
                                                                        No 3 
Secret              To 
                             The Offg Secr to Government 
                                                Foreign Department 
Sir 
  
            I have the honor to forward herewith for submission to the Honble the President in 
Council a copy of a notification which, under instructions received from the Right Hon’ble the 
Secretary of State for India “to adopt prompt and effectual measures for the prevention of the 
exportation of arms from the Straits Settlement, except for the ascertained use of the Imperial 
Government of China”, I have deemed it my duty, as a temporary arrangement, pending the 
receipt of orders from India, to issue {an order?}for the introduction of the provisions of certain 
Sections of Act XIII of 1860, unto the several Stations under this Government. I also beg to 
enclose a transcript of the instructions, which, with the above object in view, I have caused to be 
addressed to the Resident Councillor at Singapore. 
  
2. Although it is not usual to style the Straits Settlement a Presidency, yet as it once bore that 
designation and in the present letters Patent constituting the Supreme Court the Government is 
still recognised as “consisting of a Governor or President and their Councillors under the 
designation of Governor or President and Council” and certain orders are required to bear the 
signature of one of the Resident Councillors in addition to that of the governor.  I have been 



induced to believe that under Section L of Act XXXI, I am vested with the necessary authority to 
subject any place within the limits of this Government to the operation of all or any of the 
provisions of the above Act.  This covers especially as in other Sections the powers accorded are 
granted to the “Local Government” and, with reference to sections XII and LIV, it is clear that 
no special exception was intended to be made with respect to the Straits Settlement, whilst the 
exemptions of the Right Hon’ble the Governor General in Council would only I presume have 
power until the Act might be brought into operation by any competent legal authority. 
  
3. Owing to my not having been furnished with a copy of the Term of Licence purchased 
{provided?} by the Governor General in Council I have omitted my {any?}allusions to Section 
VIII in the Notification but should the Terms I have advised to be adopted be approved of the 
provisions of this Section may hereafter be enforced. 
  
4. Should I have been in error I trust that the desire to meet the wishes of the Home Government 
may plead as my excuse and that if practicable as a lesson the 20th Inst the necessary orders may 
be issued in confirmation of my proceedings. 
  

O C 
  
Précis of a letter to Sir R Schomburgk           July 
  
States that as reported in his official letter he must decline accepting any responsibility with 
respect to the Ex.Sultan of Lingga, but he has no power to prevent a Foreigner from entering the 
Settlement and can therefore merely warn him of the cosequences of his attempting to carry on 
intrigues.  He has however reported to the Supreme Govt. that he considers the Ex.Sultan’s 
residence at Singapore fraught with evil to our interests in the Peninsula and therefore extremely 
undesirable.  States that the ruling Bandahara and Ex.B having died, the son of the latter being a 
mirror {minor?} and there being a want of unanimity amongst his uncles, Wan Ahmed rules for 
the present unopposed; that it is said he talks of attacking Johore.  If so the British Government 
must interfere but if he conducts himself peaceably he will be recognised as the de facto Ruler of 
the Country, but he will be called upon to grant compensation for loss sustained by British 
Subjects through the acts of his partisans.  Mentions that the supposed shells found at Tringanu 
are Armstrong shot {and?} that the Sultan himself was obliged to acknowledge that no one was 
hurt and denied that he ever said the contrary. 
                                                                                                Sd O C 
  
Précis of a letter to Captain Playfair R C Malacca 
  
Is much pleased at his management of the matter between the Sultan of Moar and Suleewattaro.  
Hopes he will be able to obtain a conviction in the Ayer Panas murder case.  Presumes that at 
Malacca there would be a fine field for agricultural labourers.  Desires him to write and ask Kim 
Sing if he intends to take up his grant.  Mentions that a good man goes down by this Mail to 
relieve Boyd who can go to Singapore in “Pluto”.  Enquires whether the Rachado Lighthouse 
Keeper has arrived from Singapore for Cape Rachado. 
            11/8/63                                                Sd O C 
  



                                                                                                            11/8/63 
My dear Brown 
  
                        With reference to our conversation this morning I think it right to send you an 
extract from Logan’s note to Protheroe which I think will satisfy you that the offer contained in 
the Chief Engineer’s letter is strictly in accordance with Logan’s own view and with the general 
tenor of the correspondence on the subject of the drainage scheme.  It is immaterial to 
Government which arrangement Logan prefers but I believe myself it would be to his advantage 
to allow the work to be carried out by the P.W.D. 
  
                                                                                                            Sd O C 
P.S. No allusion is made to the Embankment of the Muda. 
  
Précis of a letter to the governor of Labuan                                       d/13/11 (8)/63 
  
States that if Dr Cowpar considers that any of the men of the Detachment are weak or sickly he 
can now recommend their being sent back to the Straits and thus reduce the strength if it is too 
great, the Brigr having been permitted to forward the reinforcement to replace casualties and 
allow local men to be relieved.  Mentions that he would be much obliged if he would procure for 
him the original of a copy of a Pass signed by the Sultan of  Sooloo as it may be useful.  Doubts 
whether the Sultan is aware of the nature of the document to which his seal is attached. 
                                                                                                Sd O C 
  

No 4 
To The Offg R C Malacca                                                      d/14/8/63 
  
Sir.       With reference to a notification dated 7th Instant in the Straits government Gazette I have 
been instructed by His Honor the Governor to transmit for your guidance a form for the Licenses 
you are authorized to grant for the sale of arms and ammunition. 
  
                                                                                                Sd O C 

No 5 
To Offg R C Pinang                                                               d/22/8/63 
  
Précis of a letter to Sir R Schomburgk Consul at Bangkok    d/14th August 1863 
  
In reply to his letter of 31st Ultimo will be glad to receive his communication regarding the 
revised scheme for constructing a railroad across the Kraw Isthmus.  Give his reasons for 
considering that a telegraph would succeed better than a line of Railway.  Considers that the visit 
of Mr Read to Bangkok is connected with the Ex.Sultan of Lingga.  Mentions that he returns to 
England with Sir James Brooke.  Fancies that the Court at Bangkok are unaware of the 
correspondence between the Rajah of Tringanu and this Govt in 1861. 
  
                                                                                                15/8/63 
My dear Sir Benson 
  



                        I have the pleasure to enclose for your perusal a petition received yesterday in 
behalf of one of the prisoners tried at the last sessions.  I should feel much obliged by your 
kindly favoring me with your opinion as to the case and informing me whether you deem the 
appeal now made deserving of consideration. 
  
                                                                                                Sd O C 
            M P 
Sir Benson Maxwell 
            Recorder Pinang 
  
My dear Sandilands 
  
                        I find that I have omitted replying to the query contained in your note received 
some time back relative to your proposed operations in Larroot.  I trust that you will kindly 
excuse the delay that has occurred in furnishing you with the information required.  I am not 
aware of there being any objection on the part of Govt to British subjects settling in Larroot 
provided they may obtain a grant of land from competent authority and in due conformity with 
the existing regulations of the Country.  Under the terms of Treaties with the British Govt the 
Sultan is bound, as far as may be in his power, to afford due protection to any of our subjects 
who may resort to his territories for the purpose of trade, and he is also bound to prevent any 
duty in excess to {of?} the prescribed sum of $6 per bhar being levied upon tin exported from his 
country.  These obligations will be duly enforced, but of course in the event of any British 
subject claiming reparation for wrongs sustained, it would be necessary for him to adduce 
satisfactory proof that all redress had been denied by the Perak authorities and that in the first 
instance his losses were not due to any misconduct or irregularity on his own part.  These two 
points clearly established, his claim would meet with every support from the Local Govt and the 
necessary compensation he {be?} demanded from the Sultan. 
  
                                                                                                Sd/ O C 
  
Extract from a letter to H M Simons                                      d/17th August 1863 
  
            I have the pleasure to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 7th Inst enclosing translation 
of the notice sent by Inchi Wan Ahmed to the residents of Pulo Tingee.  The official will I 
presume reach me in time to admit of its being dispatched to Calcutta by the first Mail, together 
with the letter on the subject of your claim to compensation for losses sustained at Kwantan, 
regarding which I have already prepared my despatch. 
  
            Should it prove true that permission to work the tin mines is likely to be obtained from 
the Ex.Sultan of Lingga, I hope you will be able to obtain one of the permits bearing his seal and 
signature.  The production of this document would I think induce the Supreme Govt to adopt a 
decided line of policy as regards Pahang, as it would be a clear proof of the influence which has 
hitherto been at work to thwart the plans of the Local Authorities for re-establishing Peace and 
Quietness in that distracted Country 
  
                                                                                                Sd O C 



  
Extract of Letter to Capt Burn                                               dated 20 Augt 1863 
  
            “I believe that Chaplains are allowed one month’s leave out of six.  At least Mackay 
lately shewed me an order granting them three moths leave out of eighteen months, so that you 
are quite right in allowing Nicolson to proceed to Sarawak.  I will calculate {circulate?}Capt 
Osborn’s Memo privately amongst some of the Planters here, so as to elicit an expression of their 
opinion upon the points on which he requires information.  I have little doubt that in the Straits 
and Johore an ample fold {field?} will be found for a large number of able bodied men with their 
wives and children. 
  
            The treatment of Foreigners discharged from American rights {ships?} has long been a 
vexed question at Singapore.  I am afraid that all that can be done is, in the want (count?}of them 
becoming vagrants, to bring them before the Magistrate by whom they can be committed to the 
House of Correction, where they will be clothed and fed.  The measure may appear a harsh one 
but it is the only one that can be adopted. At the same time Wright might be on the lookout to 
ship any that are entitled to be considered as sailors, and you might in my name and under your 
signature as Sec. to Govt. remit any period of imprisonment remaining in case of employment 
being available to them. 
  
            The question of our route to China being liable to be cut off in the case of a War is one of 
those I have already brought to notice in reporting the establishment formed by the Dutch upon 
the Natunas. 
  
            The orders from home make no mention of Ammunition but merely require me to prevent 
the despatch of Arms.  Moreover, as under the Port Regulations all Powder must be stored in the 
Magazine or Powder bulk, it would hardly be necessary to make any allusion to the sale of 
powder in the Licenses to deal with Arms and Ammunition.  At the same time it is advisable that 
you should furnish the Naval Office Comdr. At Hogkong with a list of all vessels leaving the 
harbour with large quantities of powder on board 
  
            I think it would be advisable to delay taking any steps towards the sale of the Tanjong 
Paggar land at present.  The Borneo Company I imagine are merely thinking of purchasing it on 
speculation.  Both the Messageries and the new Dock Company are I know on the lookout for 
land in that Quarter. 
  
            Playfair was quite right with respect to the payment of the Sultan’s pension but he should 
have furnished you with a copy of Protheroe’s Letter on the subject.  Indeed a copy ought to 
have been sent to your Office direct, but we were busy at the time and the matter was 
overlooked.  It will however reach you hereafter. 
  
            I will not forget the Coffee Plants or seeds for the Tumongong when we come down in 
the “Pluto”. 
  
            I am very glad that you have published the Sections of the Arms Act that have been 
brought into force.  It is a proper measure so that as we may plead ignorance. At Hongkong the 



importation of arms has been prohibited altogether so that the merchants there have greater cause 
for complaint than those at Singapore. 
  
                                                                                                Augt 27  1863 
My dear Burn 
  
            With reference to our conversation o the subject of Chinese immigrants, I have the 
pleasure to enclose a Letter from Commodore Osborn mentioning the points upon which 
information will be required to enable the scheme to be brought to maturity.  I shall feel much 
obliged by your kindly shewing this to Nairne and others who may take an interest in the matter, 
and after consulting with them, favoring me with an expression of your views on the subject. 
  
            I would have forwarded the Letter to you officially but the Commodore requested that for 
the present it might be deemed a private communication, as the question had not yet been 
submitted publicly for the consideration of the Imperial Government.  etc. etc. 
                                                                                                Sd O Cavenagh 
To J Burn Esqre 
  
                                                                                                Augt 27 1863 
My dear Macpherson 
  
                        I have the pleasure to return the petition from the Larroot Miners as regards the 
import duty levied upon Opium.  There is a cause for complaint, the Sultan being under no 
Treaty Engagement on that head, but we have a right to demand that the Export duty upon Tin 
shall not exceed $6 per bhar.   
  

When the “Mohr” arrives you had therefore better send her down with a letter to the 
Sultan mentioning the substance of the petition as regards the payments required for the tin, and 
calling upon him, in accordance with his Treaty Engagement to make enquiries into the matter 
and, in the event of the petitioners’ statements being correct, to grant them due redress and to 
check the exactions of his subordinate Chief.  He will probably excuse himself on the plea of 
want of power, in which case, under the instructions recently received, we shall be entitled to 
offer him assistance. 

  
You should satisfy yourself that the injured parties have a claim to be considered British 

subject. 
                                                                                    Sd O Cavenagh 

  
                                                                                                Pinang Aug 29 1863 
My dear Mr Babington 
  
                                    Since the introduction of the Budget System owing to the want of 
sufficient supervision on the part of the Local Government over the disbursements made at the 
different Treasuries, as well as the complicated nature of our Accounts, which require every little 
item of expenditure to be entered both in the rupee and Dollar currency, as far as I am capable of 
judging, considerable extra and unsatisfactory labor must have been imposed upon your 



Department.  This might be obviated by the appointment of a Depy Auditor and Accointt Genl 
for the Straits, an arrangement which I am induced to believe might be affected {effected?} 
without entailing much additional expense upon the Straits. 
  
            Although, considering the Revenues derived from the issue of Stamps at Singapore and 
the great mercantile interests involved in the efficiency of the Stamp Office, it is absolutely 
necessary that the Collector should be allowed a responsible Assistant, I have little doubt that 
with that aid the whole of his time will not be fully occupied and that he would be able to devote 
an hour or so per diem to other duties. The present Collector bears the character of being a 
particularly good Accountant and is well acquainted with the different Regulations of the 
Service. With the assistance of a Clerk and an Accountant he would in all probability, without 
detriment to the performance of his other duties, be able to effectually check the whole of the 
accounts of the Settlement, and prepare such periodical Returns as might be required for your 
office.  These Returns would of course be in Rupees rendered from the Dollar currency at an 
emission rate.  At present we have two or three rates which cause much confusion.  Thus your 
office would be spared all necessity for attending to details, whilst, as all the accounts would 
undergo prompt scrutiny by an Officer who would be duly furnished with all the necessary rules 
for his guidance, and but one system would be allowed at the three Residencies.  Any irregularity 
would be at once brought to the notice of the Local Government and rectified whilst, in the event 
of any information being called for, it could be furnished without delay.  At present months may 
elapse before an error is discovered or the cause of some discrepancy explained.  Moreover in 
my desire to ensure uniformity of procedure I may sometimes issue orders which may prove at 
variance with instructions received from your office, of which I am perfectly ignorant. 
  
            As regard the Establishment I have thought it probable that on being relieved of the duty 
of scrutinizing the Accounts of the Straits Settlement your Office might be able to spare an 
intelligent Clerk to be transferred to Singapore, and as the Chief engineer would cease to audit 
the public Works Accounts, an Accountant might be taken from his Department.  Thus no 
expenditure would be incurred in this account whilst 100 Rs per mensem would prove a 
sufficient remuneration to the Stamp Collector for the performance of the additional duties that 
would be required of him. 
  
            I should be much obliged if you would kindly favor me with your views upon this 
subject, as should you deem the scheme worthy of trial I would submit the question for the 
consideration of the Supreme Government.  Trusting that you will excuse my thus troubling you. 
                                                            Believe me to remain 
                                                                        Yours sincerely 
                                                                        Orfeur Cavenagh 
To L A Babington Brig 
            Offg Accountt Genl: 
                        Govt of India 
  
My dear Nairne 
  



                        I have been thinking over the subject of our conversation on Friday and believe I 
shall be able to remove any undue restriction upon the sale of arms by a modification in the 
License which will render any appeal from the Chamber unnecessary in the course of tomorrow. 
                                                                                                Sd O C 
  
Extract from a letter to Captain Burn Ag: R C Singapore     d/31/8/63 
  
            The orders I received from Home were to put a stop to the exportation of arms to any 
place whatsoever until further instructions.  As however to place restrictions upon  the sale of 
arms to the Native traders resorting to our Ports might seriously interfere with our future 
commercial interests, I have taken upon myself the responsibility of modifying the License so as 
to include all such sales under the first condition.  This will I trust meet the wishes of the 
Chamber of Commerce and remove all reasonable objections that may be raised to the measure 
lately introduced, a measure which has been under consideration for some time.  Indeed it was 
apparently intended to prohibit their importation and exportation of arms altogether,  had I not 
pointed out the injury that might accrue to our trade, as it is possible if the recent regulations 
work well, Her Majesty’s Govt. may be satisfied and the necessity for any stringent enactment be 
avoided. 
  
                                                                                                Sd O C 
31/8/63 
  
                                                                                                Pinang     3rd Septr 
My dear Brooke 
  
                        Owing to our absence from Singapore your letter of the 7th July, with the 
accompanying pamphlet, only reached me a few days ago, or it would have been answered by 
the last mail. 
  
            I need hardly say how much I am grieved at the open rapture {rupture?} that has taken 
place between Sir James Brooke and yourself.  For I had hoped that after the lapse of a few 
months your former friendly feelings towards one another would have been restored and that we 
should have had the pleasure of welcoming you again at Singapore en route to resume charge of 
your Government.  From all I have heard however I am afraid that all prospect of an early 
reconciliation has ceased, as Sir James is said to be much incensed against your family. The 
publication of your Pamphlet may have somewhat tended to this result and if so, as one of your 
friends, I cannot but regret that it appeared, as although it certainly places your right{s} clearly 
before the Public, yet those rights might have been fully recognised by your Uncle in his calmer 
moments, and as he cannot long remain in the East, indeed I understand that he purposes leaving 
for England in October, the breach might have been healed and you replaced in your proper 
position.  Now this I fear cannot be for years, if ever, whilst I am certain that the severance of 
this {tie?} of such long standing must have been most painful to yourself. 
  
                                                                                                            Sd O C 
J Brooke Brooke Esqre 
            Wither Rectory 



                        Dorkins {Dorking?} 
                                    Surrey 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
(insert 4) 
                                                            No 6 
Secret                                                                                      To the Offg Sect to Govt 
                                                                                                Foreign Department 
Sir 
  
            With reference to my Despatch No 3 Dated 7th Ult I have the honor to enclose for 
submission to the Honble the President in Council copies of a communication of the 24th I duly 
received from the Sect to the Chamber of Commerce at Singapore and of the reply thereto 
forwarded. 
  
2. As I am well aware that the opportunity afforded for purchasing arms is one of the  
principal inducements to the traders from the neighbouring Native States to bring their produce 
to the different Ports in the Straits, and consequently that any undue restriction upon trade in this 
respect might prove extremely detriment to the future commercial interests of the Settlement, I 
have deemed it advisable to authorize sales of arms to such traders, to be made under the 
condition prescribed for sales for Local purposes and as this concession will in no way militate 
against the due enforcement of the views of the Home Government I trust that it will meet with 
approval. 
  
Sept 3 1863                                                                                         O C 
(end of insert) 
  
                                                                                                            Pinang 7/9/63 
My dear Burn 
  
            You will receive an answer on the “Pluto”’s arrival at Singapore to your official 
regarding Mr Pattfarcken’s case.  Meantime I have been desired by the Governor to mention that 
you had better let the chests of arms belonging to that firm go, as the transhipment is apparently 
a bona fide one, merely sending the usual intelligence to China.  The alleged transhipment by the 
respectable Firm seems doubtful. 
  
            In the present instance it would appear that the Firm had kept the Arms for so long a time 
in their godowns that they had forgotten the name of the Vessel in which they were exported 
from Europe.  By a comparison between the books of a Firm, which you are entitled to call for 
under the Act, and the Report books, you can detect at once whether the arms were sent to 



Singapore for transhipment or sale, as the Register is I believe kept separately of articles to be 
sold on the Island or merely re-exported.  In the former case you can merely advise the 
Authorities at HgKg. Of the particulars and name of the vessel in which they have been shipped.  
In the latter, should any attempt at fraud have been made you can deprive the offender of his 
license. 
  
            The Governor promises that the advices you have addressed {to?} the Senior Naval 
officer at Hongkong of the despatch of arms Northward have been “Secret”.  He also wishes you 
for the future to send similar secret advices to the Coloial Secy. there. 
                                                                                                            Sd MP 
Hon Captain Burn Ag R C Singapore 
  
(insert) 
                                                            No 7 
Secret                                      From 
                                                            The Governor of the Settlement of Prince of 
                                                            Wales Island Singapore and Malacca 
                                                To  
                                                            The Right Hon’ble the Secretary of State for India 
Sir 
  
            With reference to my Despatch No 1 of the 7th Ult I have the honor to enclose for your 
consideration copies of a communication dated 24 I duly received from the Secy to the Chamber 
of Commerce at Singapore and of the reply thereto forwarded. 
  
2. As I am well aware that the opportunity afforded for purchasing arms is one of the  
principal inducements to the traders from the neighbouring Native States to bring their produce 
to the different ports in the Straits, and consequently that any undue restriction upon trade in this 
respect might prove extremely detriment to the future commercial interests of the Settlement, I 
have deemed it advisable to authorize sales of arms to such traders, being made under the 
condition prescribed for sales for Local purposes; as this concession will in no way militate 
against the due enforcement of the views of the Home Government I trust that it will meet with 
approval. 
  
3. I have duly forwarded a transcript of the above correspondence for the information of the 
Supreme Government. 
                                                                                                O C 
            Sept 6 1863 
(end of insert) 
  
                                                                                                Spore 19/9/63 
My dear Mr Troplory 
  
                        I have the pleasure to return with many thanks the two books you kindly 
forwarded for my perusal.  There being I regret to say no convention between France and Great 
Britain with regard to the Status of Consuls it is out of the power of an English Court to admit 



non jurisdiction on the plea of Consular rights.  At the same time it is quite possible that the 
decision in the Magistrate’s Court may prove to be a bar to the revival of the case  in which you 
are a party, to the higher tribunal, a point which I will not fail to ascertain for your information.  I 
trust that this matter may be arranged to your satisfaction. 
                                                                                                Sd O C 
            M P 
  
  
                                                                                                20/9/63 
My dear Colonel Durrand 
  
                                    As it is possible that you may not have received any detailed account of 
the late operations in Japan, I have thought it advisable to forward to your address a copy of a 
Singapore Paper containing a relation of the attack upon Kagosima which may perhaps be 
deemed interesting.  In addition to the 2 Officers killed on board the Flag Ship private letters 
have mentioned the death of a third officer, the 1st Lt. Of the “Coquette”.  I do not know whether 
there is any probability of Troops being required for the North. Indeed I trust that hostilities may 
be wholly restricted to the territories of Prince Setsuma and to be carried on entirely by the 
Navy.  At the same time I think it right to mention that by entertaining {enlisting?} a few 
Policemen I could at any moment meet a demand to the Extent of a European Co. of Artillery 
and a Corps of________ 
  
                                                                                                            Sd O C 
Col Durrand 
            Secy to Govt For Dept 
  
                                                                                                            23/9/63 
My dear Sir Richard 
  
                        I hope you will not think me unreasonable in asking you to kindly favor me with 
your opinion of Sec CIV of the Police Act.  According to that Section a compromise is permitted 
in the case of an offence of such a nature as the injured party might have sued and recovered 
damages in an action at Law.  Now in this instance the past and not the present or future tense is 
used which would lead to the belief that the injured party had the option in the first instance of 
bringing either a civil or criminal charge and having made his erection (selection?} and chose the 
latter he must abide by it, though as a matter of indulgence he may be allowed to accept a 
compromise. Were this not the case a person might be imprisoned for four months by the 
Magistrate and then called upon to pay heavy damages by the Higher Court for the same offence 
or the Magistrate might award damages to the extent of Rs 100 and then the complainant might 
bring his action into the higher tribunal and perhaps obtain a second reward to the same amount, 
in either case  the award being deemed a full equivalent for the injury sustained. 
  
23/9/63                                    Sir R B McCausland 
  

I have the pleasure to return the Depositions connected with the case at Malacca you 
kindly forwarded for my perusal.  There cannot be in my opinion a single doubt as to the justice 



of the sentence.  The criminal evidently intended to plunder his victim, and to effect his purpose 
would have taken his life without the slightest compunction.  I am afraid there is too much of this 
feeling towards the Chinese on the part of our Malay subjects, a feeling that consequent on the 
result of the late trial may perhaps now receive a check. 

  
As regards Mr Froplory’s case I find by a reference to Riscoe’s digest of the law of 

evidence that the award of summary punishment or the Grant of a certificate to the effect that the 
charge of assault has been dismissed acts as a bar to all further proceedings, Civil or Criminal, a 
decision that certainly appears in accordance with the great maxim of English Law that no 
person shall be tried twice for the same offence. 
  
            I have this moment received your kind note. Many thanks for all the trouble you have 
taken.  Sec xxii of Act xiii of 1856 gives the Magte of police the same powers and jurisdiction 
which by virtue of any Law may be exercised by two Justices of the Peace.  Would this not give 
him the power of granting the certificate authorized by Sec 27 and 28 9 Geo iv C 31 
                                                                                                            Sd O C 
To the same 
  
Letter to Joseph Robinson care of Mr A C Boyd Post Office Calcutta  - holding out no hope of 
his obtaining employment in the Straits. 
  
26/9/63                                                                                                Sd O C 
  
Certificate forwarded to Sergeant Stokes Byrne. 
  
26/9/63                                                                                                M P 
  
(insert)                                                 No 8 
Secret                                                              To 
                                                                                    The Offg Sect to Govt. 
                                                                                                Foreign Department 
Sir 
  
            In acknowledging the receipt of your despatch No 394 of the 5 Instant, I have the honor 
to represent for the consideration of the Honble the President in Council that Section 22 of Act 
xxxi of 1860 did not escape my attention but I entertained doubts, doubts that still exist, as to its 
being legally applicable in the present instance, in which not the transport of arms through our 
own territories as in my particular direction, but the general exportation is sought to be 
prohibited, and as it was an object, if possible, to carry out the orders of the Home Government 
in such a manner as not to invite discussion as to induce legal proceedings being taken against 
the Local Authorities I deemed it advisable not to include the above Section in my Notification. 
 I feel however that there is an Act still having legal operation which will enable me to 
effectually carry out the instructions I have received, that Act, viz Act xviii of 1841, in 
accordance with the order contained in your Office despatch (Secret), No 857 dated 26th July 
1841, has never hitherto been enforced with the limits of the Straits Settlement, but under the 
permission now accorded I purpose republishing it for general information and nominating 



Resident Councillors as the Officers authorized to grant the requisite Licences, such Licenses, 
until further orders, only being granted under a declaration that the Arms etc. are for the use of 
the Imperial Government of China. 
2. I trust that this measure will meet with the approval of the Hon’ble the President in Council. 
                                                                        I have etc. 
  
                                                                        Orfeur Cavenagh 
Governor’s Office 
            Sept 25 1863 
  
My dear Froplory 
  
                        I have this moment received a note from the Hon’ble the Recorder in reply to my 
communication of this morning.  I regret to say that Sir R is of opinion that the prosecution 
before the Magte does not unfortunately under the Law as administered in the Settlement 
preclude the action for damages in the higher tribunal and consequently that he is bound to grant 
the case a hearing. 
  
            I beg to enclose the papers you kindly left for my perusal. 
  
                                                                                                Sd O C 
(end of inserts) 
  
Précis of a letter to Bp of Calcutta                                         d/26/9/63 
  
Thanks him for his attention to his wishes.  States that Mr Nicolson will await the arrival of his 
successor and mentions the appointment of a Head Master to the Malacca School. 
  
                                                                                                Sd O C 
            M P 
  
                                                                                                Spore     26/9/63 
My dear Playfair 
  
                        I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 22nd Instant. 
  
            In collecting the tenths of fruits it appears to me that exactly the same system should be 
pursued as in collecting the tenths on paddy.  The Law certainly does not prescribe the Mode to 
be adopted in levying tenths, but it clearly defines the Govt. right to a tenth of the produce, and 
provided that no more than one tenth is taken we may collect it at any time.  The course at 
present pursued by the Farmer seems to be perfectly correct, and if after a fair valuation of the 
crop has been made, the owner fails to pay him the one tenth to which he is entitled, he should in 
my opinion bring an action against him in the Court of Requests for the difference and let it be 
then decided. 
  



            As you remark we have no law authorizing the collection of tenths on the high road, and 
were the farmer to levy a toll and be unable to prove that the fruit was the produce of a particular 
piece of ground liable to payment of tenths and upon which no payment had been made, he 
would render himself liable to an action for damages.  So long as he confines himself to the 
taking of the fruit from the Tree he is all right. 
  
            There is I believe no power vested in the executive Govt with regard to the disposal of a 
criminal’s body, the corpse remains under the charge of the Sheriff and should, if I mistake not, 
be buried within the precincts of the Jail. 
  
                                                                                                Sd O C 
            M P 
                                    To Captain Playfair 
  
                                                                                                Spore    d/26/9/63 
My dear Macpherson 
  
                        I have not yet had time to speak to Mayne on the subject of the drainage scheme 
but from what Brown said to me the morning of our visit to Pulo Jerajah, it seemed that Mayne’s 
proposition was most liberal and just.  If of course there is any trouble about the matter I must 
call upon Logan to complete the work in accordance with his original agreement. 
  
            I was not surprised to hear what is likely to be the result of Mr Bell’s case.  He fully 
deserved being punished for contempt of court in consequence of his letter to the Recorder. I  am 
very sorry to hear that you have had a gang robbery in the Province.  I was in hopes that the 
Circus had been effectually checked.  I sincerely trust that you will succeed in discovering and 
arresting the delinquents. 
  
            Ere this the “Mohr” will have arrived.  There can be no objection to your visiting the 
Dindings.  Indeed your visit will doubtless prove beneficial.  I think it right however to mention 
that you would not be entitled under the special order to draw table money, the Dindings being a 
part of your Residency.  You can however make your own arrangements, as at Malacca, for your 
table, the Commander not being entitled to make a charge for an officer using the Steamer to 
visit part of his District.  About 2 years ago the “Hooghly” with I think the “Clive” visited the 
Dindings and warned the residents against any breach of our Police Act as they were our 
subjects. 
  
            I think the Volunteers may fire blank ammunition on the Esplanade but Ball practice 
should merely {rarely?} or ever be allowed and should permission to have such practice be on 
any occasion granted you must be satisfied that all due arrangements have been made for 
preventing any accidents.  The Police shd be in attendance. 
  
                                                                                                Sd O C 
            M P 
Co Macpherson  R C 
  



  
My dear Sir James 
  
                        I have the pleasure to return the papers you kindly left for my perusal from which 
I have made a few extracts in support of the opinion I am about to express to Mr Brooke on the 
subject of his claims to be considered the Ruler of Sarawak. Under any circumstances as a friend 
I must have regretted the publication of his pamphlet as tending to increase the existing 
estrangement between you, but I now regret it on other grounds.  Should my letter in any way 
lead to the restoration of your former relations towards one another, it will indeed be a source of 
pleasure to me that I have aided in securing so desirable a termination to your present difference. 
                                                                                                Sd O C 
Spore               Sir James Brooke 
2/10/63                        Rajah of Sarawak 
  
                                                                                                Singapore 
                                                                                                            2nd October 1863 
My dear Brooke 
  
                        In my last letter I expressed my regret at the publication of your Pamphlet on the 
subject of your position as Rajah Muda of Sarawak.  Since my arrival here Sir James Brooke has 
placed in my hands a memorandum which he has drawn up in refutation of your claims, and I 
must honestly confess that its perusal has tended to increase the regret I have already 
experienced at your having adopted a course which must not only prove painful to yourself, as 
leading to further estrangement from a relative to whom you have long been bound by the 
strongest ties of interest and affection, but from which, as far as I am capable of judging, no good 
result either as regards your own claims or the interests of Sarawak can possibly come. 
  
            From the extracts made from the Rajah’s Memorandum and from your own Pamphlet 
which I annex, it is certainly clear that no formal resignation has ever been made in your favor, 
that there were conditions connected with the proposed abdication which were equally biding on 
both parties and that these conditions have never been fulfilled.  On the contrary the Rajah, with 
you apparent entire acquiescence, has always continued to exercise control over your 
administration of affairs, and to recognise you solely as his representative and intended 
successor. 
  
            To all the negotiations with Foreign Governments you have been a party, and your rights 
as regards your receiving a fair portion of the purchase money have never been ignored.  As to 
the negotiations with the British Government, there seems to have been no concealment.  You 
yourself received a communication on the subject from the Rajah, whilst in your letter of the 4th 
October 1862 you specified £40,000 as the amount to be demanded.  Without your assistance no 
officer could have conducted the enquiry needed to admit of those negotiations being brought to 
a satisfactory termination. 
  
            Under the above circumstances, as a friend I would venture to suggest your 
reconsideration of the whole question, and at the same time state that it would afford me sincere 



pleasure to hear that such reconsideration had induced you to withdraw from the hostile attitude 
you have recently assumed towards the Rajah, and seek a reconciliation, 
  
            As mentioned in my former communication, when you left Singapore I was under the 
firm impression that after a lapse of a few months all angry feelings between yourself and the 
Rajah would have subsided, your temporary differences have been buried in oblivion, and we 
have again the pleasure of welcoming you at Govt. House.  I still hope that this may be the case. 
                                                                                                            Sd O C 
            J Brooke Brooke Esqre 
                        England 
  

Extract from Memorandum etc. 
  
In October 1858 the terms under which the Rajah would resign were first stated.  They  
            are clearly defined and include the payment of a certain sum of money, £10,000 
            and annuities for 2 lives. 
  
In the Circular contained in Mr Brooke’s Pamphlet Sir James is stated to have resigned  

the active administration of affairs at Sarawak but this would hardly prevent his 
exercising a certain amount of control over his representative. 

  
On the 15th July 1859 Sir James discusses the question of his resignation shewing that 
            it was not a fait accompli and remarks “Could I relinquish or you take the reins 
            of Govt. without concert or arrangement I have neither the wish nor the health to  

resume action {active?} duties and shall be quite content to be the State Adviser 
but had I assumed that negative position when I intimated my intention of doing  
so would you would have had a right to complain.  Would you have had me  
refuse to negotiate a loan, to decline giving my personal security for it or making  
provision for its future repayment” Have you not something to do on your part ? 
Has my annuity on the Revenue been secured? Have any steps been taken to 
complete the various matters which occupied as {us?} when last together at 
Sockington? 

  
On the 23rd July 1859, in anticipation of a formal transfer, Sir James empowered Mr 
            Brooke to enter into negotiations with the British Govt. 
  
On the 24 and 29 January 1860 Sir James again refers to his resuming the administration 
            of the Government, clearly shewing that he had no resigned his power. 
  
On the 24th May 1860 Sir James penned a letter of instructions as to the course to be 
            pursued on the Rajah Muda’s reassuming the administration. In this he states 
            “I propose generally to transfer the Government but not to confer upon you 
             any power to act independently of me”.  Towards the end of 1860 Sir James  

personally resumed charge of the Government and in 1861, in his position as  
Rajah, he negotiated  a treaty with the Sultan of Bruni. 

On the 5th September 1861 the respective positions of the Rajah and Rajah Muda were 



            clearly defied in a paper made over to Mr. Brooke by Sir James. 
  
On the 15th Septr 1861 Mr. Brooke wrote the following note to Sir James.  “I shall be  

very much gratified if you will publicly install me as Rajah Muda before you quit  
the country.  If you will do so it will not only be a pleasing sign of your  
confidence in me but will strengthen my hands in carrying on the Government”. 

  
In a letter dated 2nd Jany. 1862 Mr. Brooke discusses the question of the proposed  

transfer to Belgium and alludes to the rights possessed by the Rajah in the 
draft of the convention, the following proviso being inserted “That Belgium  
should pay a sum of £60,000 to Sir James Brooke and Mr Brooke Brooke as 
compensation for the cession of these rights. 

  
In a letter of which the date is not given Mr. Brooke consents to the transfer of Sarawak 
            to France the money received being divided between the Rajah and himself to 
            the proportion of 3 to 2. 
  
On the 5th October 1862 Mr. Brooke, with reference to the negotiations with the British  

Government, writes if they (the British Govt.) determine to take the Country  
altogether, they should pay down a good round sum, say £40,000, {and?} make 
the Rajah a Baronet with descent to me. 
                                                                         
                                                            True Extract 
            M P                                                    Sd O C 

  
                                                                                    Saturday 
My dear Commodore 
  
                                    In paying his official visit yesterday Dr Rose mentioned that 24 Invalids 
were he believed almost {all?} to be left in hospl until a passage might be perceived {provided?} 
for them to England and consequently, as our accommodation is limited he proved {feared?}, in 
the event of any sickness, the Hospital might be overcrowded.  Upon this I desired him to receive 
all men labouring under disease and requiring Medical treatment, whatever might be the number, 
but to request that arrangements might be made for their transfer to the Guard ship, or I the 
absence of any Man of War, to the Sailors’ Home on their being discharged 
  
            Our Civil Establishment is very small and not fitted to take charge of a number of 
Europeans no longer confined by sickness to the wards.  Hence it has always been the rule to 
discharge men as soon as they are able to rejoin their ship.  In the present instance I should be 
willing to allow the rule to be relaxed in the case of men you may really desire it necessary to 
leave behind, but it would be requisite to empower the Senior Naval Officer or should their be no 
ship here the SNO to make arrangements for their accommodation elsewhere should their 
removal at any time become a matter of necessity. 
  
            3/10/63                                                                        Sd O C                        M P 
            Commodore Montresor RN 



                                    “Severn” 
  
                                                                                                Oct 5th 63 
My dear Commodore 
  
                        I have just received the enclosed note from Dr Rose.  I cannot but concur in the 
opinion he has expressed as to men of the description lately received from the “Severn” viz 
Invalids who have ceased to require Medical treatment not being fit inmates of a civil hospital 
where there are no means of enforcing discipline. 
  
            I visited the hospital myself yesterday morning and the Apothecary then mentioned that 
with merely a native establishment it was quite out of his power to compel obedience to orders 
on the part of the men from the “Severn”, that they would not attend to his instructions and that 
one man had left the hospital altogether for about 2 hours, falling asleep on his return in the 
Verandah evidently quite stupefied from drink.  Now if this system is to be continued I am sure 
you will agree with me in thinking that it would be neither fair to the Civil Surgeon nor to the 
men themselves that they should be left under the charge of the former, who would naturally be 
blamed if any accidents happened to his patients. 
                                                                                                Sd O C 
            Commodore Montresor R N 
  
                                                                                                Spore 7th Octr/63 
My dear Colonel Durrand 
  
                                    I think it right to report, for the information of the governor General that a 
report, apparently based upon good foundation, has reached this {Station?} of a Treaty having 
recently been concluded by the French Admiral Comy. At Saigon with the Ruler of Cambodia, a 
tributary of Siam, although from the connection existing between Cambodia and Siam it is 
generally supposed that the Treaty to be valid needs the confirmation of the court of Bangkok.  
This confirmation does not seem to have been sought, and the Siamese Authorities are in a great 
state of perturbation in consequence and have I believe made a representation on this subject to 
the English Govt.  I have received no letter from Sir R.Schomburgk and cannot therefore be 
certain as to the entire truth of the rumour but it appears to be generally accepted.  Should I hear 
further regarding the details of the Treaty I will not fail to let you know. 
  
                                                                                                Sd O C 
            M P 
Col Durrand C B 
            Sec to Govt For Dep 
  

  
  

(insert)                                                             No 9 
Secret                                      From 
                                                            The Governor of the Settlement of Prince of 
                                                            Wales Island, Singapore and Malacca 



  
                                                To        The Right Hon’ble the Secretary of State 
                                                            for India 
  
                        Sir 
  
                             In continuation of my Despatch No 7 of the 6 Ult, I have the 
1st.To Offg Sect    honor to enclose for your consideration copies of the Letters 
to Govt of India    noted in the margin+ on the subject of the measures adopted 
Foreign Dept        for preventing the exportation of arms except for the 
No 8 dated 25       ascertained use of the Imperial Government of China. 
Sept 1853      
                              2. Since addressing the Supreme Government I have duly 
2nd. From Secy      caused the provisions of Act XVIII of 1861 to be enforced 
to the Chamber     throughout the Straits Settlement.  At the same time I have 
of Commerce        slightly relieved the stringency of the conditions under which 
Singapore dated    Licenses to deal in arms were originally issued, so as to 
1st October 1863   obviate all unnecessary interference with ordinary local business 
                              transactions. 
  

3.As far as I am capable of judging the regulations at present in force have, up to the 
present, proved most effectual towards carrying out the object of the instructions received from 
Her Majesty’s Government.  As however pointed out in my despatch, No 32 dated 11th Febry 
1863, to the Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign Department, I have little 
doubt that, in the event of the present stringent restrictions upon the trade of arms being longer 
maintained, a contraband trade will shortly be established in the neighborhood of some of the 
adjacent islands over which the British Authorities will be precluded from exercising any 
control, and I would consequently try {urge?} most respectfully to represent the expediency of 
granting some further concessions so far as to admit, not only of the sale of arms to Native 
traders from the neighbouring Malayan States and Islands in the Archipelago, but even of their 
direct exportation to their Countries as long as the quantity exported may afford a reasonable 
ground for belief that they are really intended for Local purposes, and not for transhipment to 
any of the Ports in China or Japan. 

  
                                                I have etc etc 

  
Governor’s Office                               Orfeur Cavenagh the 
Singapore                                            Governor Straits Settlement 
October 1863 
  
  
                                                                                                            9/10/63 
My dear Sir Robert 
  



                        We have been somewhat startled by the intelligence received by the last Steamer 
from your Quarter with regard to the conclusion of the Treaty between the French and the King 
of Cambodia. 
  
            By all accounts your friends at Bangkok are in a state of great perturbation.  The King has 
I know been advised to address the Emperor requesting that the matter of his authority over the 
Ruler of Cambodia and the consequent non-validity of the Treaty, until his confirmation thereof, 
may be submitted to arbitration, naming the King of the Belgians, and at the same time begging 
our Govt. to forward his views as far as may be possible.  This advice seems sound and is 
perhaps the best he could follow. 
  
            I shall feel much obliged for any information you may be able to kindly afford me 
relative to the real rights possessed by Siam over Cambodia and the nature of the Treaty recently 
concluded by the latter with France.  I am informed that it is very exclusive.  The King of Siam 
must now I fancy regret the folly of which he was guilty last year in attempting to give our 
Government annoyance by unnecessary interference with the affairs of the Chiefs of the Malay 
Peninsula. From the tenor of my despatches I am led to believe that no orders have yet been 
given to you on the subject nor will you receive any for some time to come. 
                                                                                                            Sd O C 
            M P 
Sir R Schomburgk       Bangkok 
  
                                                                                                Spore     Octr 14th/63 
My dear Mackay 
  
                        With reference to your kind promise to afford me your valuable assistance in 
preparing a series of Questions for the Government Scholarship Examination, I have the pleasure 
to forward herewith the Lists of Queries received from the heads of the different Educational 
Establishments in the Straits.  These lists embrace questions in Pure and mixed mathematics, 
Geography, English and Ancient  History, and will I think give you a very fair idea of the caliber 
of the cases likely to become candidates for the proposed prizes.  I did not think it necessary to 
call for series of questions in Grammar as there would be but one grammatical course.  I 
imagined that these would not be needed to enable you to prepare the Examination papers.  I 
presume about 16 Questions in Each branch of study will be sufficient but upon this point I trust 
you will be entirely guided by your own judgement and increase or decrease the number as you 
may think fit.  When your papers are received I purpose having them printed and a few sets sent 
to the Committee at each station in a sealed envelope to be opened on the day of the 
Examination. 
                                                                                                Sd O C 
            True Copy                   M P 
The Revd J Mackay B D Chaplain Pinang 
Précis of a letter to Col Macpherson                                       d/15/10/63 
  
Thanks him for doubling his subn to the tables for the Prince of Wales.  Mentions that Mitchell 
will be gazetted to the Province as soon as an early application for Leave reaches this {station>} 
and Mr Maxwell put in to act for him.  Mentions that the “Pluto” is to remain at Pinang till the 



“Mohr”’s engines are put into order and requests him to send her up the Pry to clear her bottom.  
If Mr Ryan stole the tools of the “Mohr”’s engine room he can be criminally prosecuted should 
there be proof of his having done so.  Enquires regarding the bridge at Ralow. 
                                                                                                Sd O C 
  
                                                                                                15/10/63 
My dear Sir Benson 
  
                        I have the pleasure to acknowledge receipt of your note transmitting a copy of 
your decision in the case of Mr Lewis and the Sultan of Perak for which I am much obliged.  
Both parties ought I am sure to fully acknowledge the justice of the award and cordially thank 
you for the kind consideration you have given to the matter at issue between them.  Indeed as the 
head of the Government I cannot but feel grateful myself for the trouble you have taken in order 
to secure an amicable settlement of this long pending dispute between a British subject and a 
Foreign Chief. 
  
            I purpose writing to Col Macpherson by this Mail authorizing his appointing as a 
temporary arrangement Mr Maxwell to act for Mr Earl in the event of it being necessary for the 
latter to leave Pinang before my sanction can be obtained.  How long your son may retain the 
appointment is at present out of my power to calculate.  Much of course will depend upon Col 
Man’s movements and Captain Mitchell’s intentions.  I have little doubt that with your 
occasional kind aid he will discharge his new duties to the satisfaction of the Government and of 
the Public and with credit to himself. 
  
            I shall feel much obliged if you will kindly favor me with any remarks you may think 
necessary upon the subject of the accompanying Petition received through the Dy Sheriff at 
Pinang.  I have already addressed the Legislative Council on the subject of the extension of the 
Official Trustee Act to the Straits. 
                                                                                                            Sd O C 
            M P 
            The Hon Sir Benson Maxwell 
                                                Recorder 
  
My dear Rose 
  
            I have the pleasure to enclose a letter from Lewis together with some Malay Pamphlets 
on vaccination.  I wish you would kindly give the matter your consideration and after the perusal 
of the Pamphlet let me know how far you agree with him in thinking it advisable to have it 
reprinted with any amendments you may suggest and distributed amongst the Malays etc in the 
interior of the different districts. 
18/10/63                      M P                                                                 Sd O C 
                                     
                                                                                                            Singapore 
                                                                                                                        18th Octr 63 
My dear Lewis 
  



            I have to return you my best thanks for your kind note of the 1st Inst with the 
accompanying copies of the Malay Pamphlet.  I purpose placing the matter in Rose’s hands and 
so that he may be able to make any suggestions he may think advisable with regard to its 
improvement, and subsequently I shall in all probability follow the course you have 
recommended as respects having the Pamphlet reprinted and distributed amongst the people 
through the Agency of the different Govt Officers proceeding on duty into the interior of the 
several districts. 
  
            I am very glad to hear that your case had been decided by the Recorder and that you had 
been allowed all actual expenditure together with some remuneration for the services of yourself 
and your head man.  I trust that the money will now be paid to you and that you will then be 
relieved from the anxiety from which you must have offered {suffered?} during the past year or 
so. 
                                                                                                            Sd O C 
            W T Lewis Esqre 
  
                                                                                                            Singapore 
                                                                                                                        19th Octr /63 
My dear Mr Maxwell 
  
                        I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th Instant.  I 
have been glad of the opportunity afforded me of appointing you, even although as a mere 
temporary arrangement, to act as Magistrate for Province Wellesley, as it will give you an insight 
into the nature of the duties you would be called upon to perform in the event of your being 
hereafter nominated to a permanent situation.  It is not only in your capacity as Magistrate but 
also in that of Assistant Resident that you will find much to occupy your attention to enable you 
to ascertain the wants of the people and bring them to the notice of your immediate superior the 
R.C. 
  
            You must converse freely with all classes and shew that you really taken an interest in 
their welfare.  Unless satisfied on this point Orientals will rarely express their real sentiments.  
From the Planters, to whom much of the prosperity of the Province must be attributed, you will 
obtain much useful information and honest support in the execution of your duty.  As far as I am 
able to judge, it is quite possible for you to associate with them on terms of equality without 
having any risk of impairing your usefulness as a Magistrate, for I do not think there is one 
among them who, when coming before you in any official matter, would ever forget the respect 
due to the bench. 
  
                                                                                                Sd/  O C 
B {E?} Maxwell Esqre 
                                                                                                Singapore 20th Octr/63 
My dear Sir Benson 
  
                        I am writing the enclosed note to your son on the subject of the duties he would 
be called upon to perform as Asst. Resident. 
  



            It has been brought to my notice that there may possibly be a legal objection to his 
receiving as a minor the commission of a Justice of the Peace.  I can find no information as to 
this point in the Walls {books?} of Reference in my library, and as the question has arisen in 
connection with an appointment within your own Dy. {Div?} of the Court, I have thought it right 
to solicit your kind advice upon the subject rather than mention it to Sir R. McCausland. 
  
            Should you upon consideration deem the objection to the appt. a valid one I am afraid I 
must beg you to kindly destroy the enclosure and I will write again to your son pointing out the 
difficulty that has occurred to try to meet his wishes.  If, on the contrary, you are of opinion that 
the Commission can legally be issued, the necessary order shall be forwarded by the next Mail.  
The objection is one that has certainly never occurred to me before, otherwise {I?} should not 
have failed to mention it to you while in Pinang. 
  
                                                                                                Sd O C 
Sir P Benson Maxwell 
  
Letter to Col Macpherson                                                       d/20/10/63 
  
Permitting him to keep “Pluto” till the end of next month and forwarding a note to mr Vermont, 
also giving a recipe for mango_________. 
                                                                                    Sd O C                        M P 
  
Précis of a letter to Col Macpherson R C Pinang       d/23/10/63 (Per P&O Steamer) 
  
Is sorry to hear that Earl is not improving.  Points out to him that he cannot grant Earl Privilege 
leave to come down to Singapore.  Mentions that though Executive Engineers are Ex Officio 
Asst Resident Councillors it does not give them any claim to succeed to the appointment and it is 
only in case of emergency that they would take charge of the Residency. 
                                                                                                Sd O C 
  
(insert)] 
            Per “Cheduba” 
Précis of a letter to Col Macpherson R C Pinang                               d/26/10/63 
  
Desires him to report officially the result of the judgement given in Lewis V Rajah of Perak, also 
the steps being taken for the despatch of contributions to the Exhibition in Bengal.  Mentions that 
nothing has been heard from Mr Logan regarding the drainage shceme. Intimates his willingness 
to spend all the purchase money in the drainage scheme.  Mentions that he will have to report 
officially regarding the Scholarship Medals as the amount is beyond his limit of sanction. 
                                                                                                Sd O C 
(end of insert) 
  
Précis of a letter to Sir Benson Maxwell Recorder Pinang                 d/26/10/63 
  
Regrets a legal difficulty is likely to interfere with his intentions in favor of Mr Maxwell. 
  



                                                                                                Sd O C 
  

No 10 
  
Offg Secy to Govt of India Fro: Dept:                                              d/26th October 1863 
  
Sir 
  
            In acknowledging the receipt of your Despatch No 460 of the 14th Inst I have the honor to 
report for the information of the Hon’ble the President in Council that the instructions therein 
referred to shall be at once carried into effect.  I would at the same time beg to point out that the 
Straits Settlement did not cease to form a portion  of the Bengal Presidency until the 1st Septr. 
1851 when the Governor of the Straits under operation of Sec. 21 of Act vi Geo. Iv. Cap.85 was 
by a Proclamation dated 1st August vested with the power to exercise the powers of Local 
Administration previously exercised by the Government of Bengal.  Up to that date Act xxviii of 
1841 appears to have been considered applicable to the Straits, and under that impression was 
duly published for general information in the Local Annual directory of 1844, of which a copy is 
now before me, it being moreover supposed that the Exportation of Arms, Ammunition and 
Military Stores without a License from Ports in the Settlement had for the time been permitted 
under the authority vested in the Govt. of Bengal by Section iii of the Act as notified to the 
Governor in your office letter No. 857 of 26th July 1841, but that this permission was liable to be 
withdrawn. 
  
            If the above supposition is correct it is clear that as far as the Stations in the Straits 
Settlement are concerned the Act still has legal operation, and I am well aware that the matter 
was referred by the Mercantile Community here for a professional opinion, and that the objection 
now raised by the Advocate General was not discovered by their legal adviser, whilst doubts 
were expressed as to the power of the Government under the provisions of an Act relating to the 
manufacture, importation and sale of Arms and Ammunition to interfere with their exportation to 
Foreign Countries. 
  
            Hence, as it was absolutely necessary that some further orders should be at once issued, 
in order to prevent the transhipment of Arms, a practice not provided for by the Sections of Act 
xxxi of 1860 I had previously introduced, and which I found was abut to be pursued on an 
extensive scale, I deemed it incumbent on me to republish Act xviii of 1841 and direct its due 
enforcement. 
2. Under the orders now received I shall prohibit the transport of Arms, Ammunition and 
Military Stores except under a License from R.C.’s, so that although the Act under which the 
License will be granted will be changed, no actual alteration will take place in the mode of 
Procedure. 
                                                                        I have etc. 
                                                                                    Sd O C. 
            26/10/63 
  
My dear Brigadier 
  



                        For some time past there have been continual disturbances amongst the Chinese in 
the Town, and as it might be advisable to let them know that in case of emergency the Police 
would be duly supported I should be much obliged if you would kindly instruct the officers 
Comg Artillery and Infantry, when taking the men out for route march to occasionally march 
them through some of the Streets between Commercial Square and the Native Infantry Lines, the 
quarter in which these disturbances generally occur. 
  
            I did not like to correct Lt. Col. Bard this morning before his officers, but I think if he had 
remembered that a certain number of water Carriers only are allowed for a Battery and that even 
when the water is abundant and hear {near?}, a water carrier will only bring into the barracks a 
certain number of gallons per diem, he would hardly have asserted that the supply was unlimited 
or afterwards estimated the daily allowance at 12 gallons per man.  Dr Ferguson’s estimate of 6 
gallons would, I fancy, be considered very liberal.  Consequently, after deducting for the detail to 
be quartered in Fort Fullerton, for 200 men, women and children, we should require 1,200 
gallons.  Each pump will raise about 400 gallons per hour, so that if the second well answers, and 
this morning it contained 32 feet of water, less than couple of hours work a day would raise the 
quantity of water needed, without taking into consideration the bathing tank or the wells on the 
side of the hill, I am inclined to think that an Iron reservoir would be found a useful addition to 
each of the wells. 
  
30/10/63                                                                                  Sd O C 
  
My dear Sir Robert 
  
                        I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your kind letter of the 20th Ult.. I 
do not wonder at the King feeling somewhat aggrieved at the conclusion of the Treaty between 
France and Cambodia,  It ought however to convince him of the necessity for keeping on good 
terms with us. 
  
            We hear that he has written to the Sultan of Tringanu warning him against carrying on 
any further intrigues on the Peninsula, and in fact as the letter acknowledging that the attack 
made last year upon Pahang was organized with the Sultan’s cognisance I have just received a 
letter enquiring whether there is any objection to Messrs Tan Kim Ching and Williams being 
recognized as Consuls for Siam at Singapore and Pinang find no such person at Pinang.  I 
therefore think there has been some mistake as to the name and that Mr W T Lewis is the person 
referred to. 
  
            There are all sorts of reports about Inchi Wan Ahmed’s proceedings in Pahang, and one 
or two petitions against his tyranny here have reached me from Chinese traders but I have not yet 
been able to discover how far the complaints are really well founded.  His principal adviser is a 
brother of the Ex.Sultan.  I was informed, by the bye, the other day that the above gentleman 
attempted to make a bolt of it from Bangkok on the King’s birthday but that his intentions were 
discovered and his plan accordingly frustrated.  I have informed the Supreme Government that I 
should not mind his being located at Pinang, but that I decidedly object to his residing at 
Singapore. 
  



                                                                                                            Sd O C 
  
            Sir R Schomburgk 
                        H.B.M. Consul at Bangkok 
4/11/63 
  
My dear Brigadier 
  
                        I have the pleasure to enclose for your perusal a letter No 3283 of 13th Ult from 
the Madras Govt, from which you will perceive that the Golundang will be removed in the 
course of next year.  Under these circumstances might it not be as well for us to make at once the 
necessary alterations to the Barracks at Fort Fullerton to fit them for the reception of Europeans 
and and let the Golundang be sent to Tanglin.  This would somewhat relieve your barracks at 
Fort Canning. 
  
            I fancy you would have a detail of about 20 men in Fort Fullerton. 
  
            Perhaps this arrangement might save the expense and inconvenience of moving out the 
Europeans to Tanglin. Whilst the alterations to the Hospital may be in progress. we might 
perhaps arrange to provide temporary  hospital accommodation in the Chief Engineer’s office of 
which I believe the lower story is not used.  On this point however it would be necessary to 
consult the Doctor. 
                                                                                                Sd O C 
Brigadier de Sansmary 
4/11/63 
  
Précis of a letter to Col Macpherson R C Spore (Pinang?)                 d/7/11/63 
  
Thanks him for letter of 30th Ulto.  Mitchell will be sent up on Earl’s official application for 
leave coming in. Desires him to call upon Mr Wiseham to submit a written report on the 
“Mohr”’s engines.  Always supposed that there had been considerable smuggling at Province 
Wellesley.  Desires him to speak to the farmers about keeping up a cordon of Police round the 
frontier.  Calls for an official mentioning the Committee formed at Piang for the purpose of 
forwarding produce to the Calcutta Exhn.  Trusts that the tables are progressing. Mentions that 
the study of Chinese is not compulsory for the examination of probationers. 
                                                                                                            Sd O C 
            M P 
  
                                                                                                            Singapore 
                                                                                                                        7th Novr 1863 
Sir 
  
            I have the honor to forward herewith a copy of my despatch (with enclosures) to the 
address of the Secretary to Govt Foreign Department on the subject of the late operations on the 
East Coast of the Malay Peninsula, as in consequence of the governor General’s absence from 
Calcutta there is little probability of the above papers reaching England for the next 2 or 3 



months.  I trust that the desire naturally entertained by a subordinate officer whose conduct may 
have been thought open to censure to avoid any delay in submitting his defence for the 
consideration of his Chief, may be deemed a sufficient excuse for my having deviated from the 
ordinary course as to have transmitted them direct in anticipation of your receiving them through 
the prescribed channel. 
  
                                                                                                            Sd O C 
                        M P 
Sir C Wood 
  
(insert) 

No 11 
                                    From 
                                                The Governor of the Settlement of Prince of 
                                                Wales Island Singapore and Malacca 
                                    To 
                                                The Right Hon’ble the Secretary of State for India 
  
                        Sir 
  
1. Letter from             In continuation of former correspondence I have the honor 
Offg Secr to Govt       to enclose for your consideration copies of the papers noted 
Foreign Dept No 460  in the margin. 
Dated 14 October        
1863. 

2. In changing the Act under which the prohibition  against 
the exportation of Arms has been issued I have adhered as                 

2. Letter to Offg         far as possible to the original course of procedure so as to 
Secr to Govt Foreign  avoid altering unnecessary notice or causing unnecessary 
Dept No 10 dated       inconvenience.  Hence the change has been effected without 
26 October 1863         any remonstrance from the Mercantile Community, although 
                                    one of the Local Journals, edited by a number of Local people, 
                                    contained a remark to the effect that the spirit and intent of 
3 Notification              Act xxxi of 1860 appeared to have been somewhat illegally 
No 148 dated              strained. 
28 October 1863 
                                                                                    I have 
(end of insert) 
  
My dear Mr Maxwell 
  
                        I cannot allow the Mail to leave without writing a few lines to express my regret 
at the legal disability that has precluded my availing myself of your services in making 
arrangements for the performance of the duties of a Magistrate and Asst Resdt in Province 
Wellesley.  Your name will however be retained on my list of Candidates for employment, and 
although of course it is out of my power to make any promise, for it is impossible to foresee what 



immediate changes may take place, I yet hope at some future period after the _______? Is 
removed to offer you some amends for the present disappointment. 
                                                                                                Sd O C 
            8/11/63 
  
                                                                                                Singapore 8th Novr 1860 (3) 
My dear Sir 
  
            I have the pleasure to enclose the replies received from the landed proprietors at Pinang 
and Province Wellesley to the Queries contained in your letter of the 11th August to Captain 
Burn. 
  
            I have little doubt that eventually there would be a great demand for the labor of the 
Emigrants in the tin mines in the neighbouring Native States and that when once the Steamer 
{stream?} of Emigration is turned in this direction there will be a steady flow.  Up to the present 
the greater number of the Chinese that have resorted to the Straits have been unmarried or have 
left their families behind them.  Hence they have never felt settled, and as soon as they have 
saved a little money and are about to become good citizens, they return to China. 
  
            I am sure that the want of their women and children is the principal cause of their 
turbulence.  If a man had a comfortable home, he would not be so fond of frequenting Hooey 
meetings and farming Houses, where these disturbances that so constantly occur amongst the 
Straits Chinese generally have their origins.  As an ordinary rule there is no hostility on the part 
of the Chinese to the Government or to the constituted authorities, and the riots by which the 
peace of our Town is constantly broken, are the result of personal or party quarrels and confined 
entirely to their own countrymen.  
  

We are all anxiously watching the effect of the arrival of your squadron in China. 
  
                                                                                                Sd O C 

To  
            Commodore Sherard Osborne {Osborn?} 
                                    Comg Chinese Squadron 
8/11/63 
  
                                                                                                            Singapore d/11/11/63 
My dear Sir Robert 
  
                        I hope you will kindly excuse my addressing you as {on?} the subject of the non-
receipt of the necessary orders for the commencement of the works connected with the scheme 
for bringing a supply of water into the town of Singapore. 
  
            Upwards of 6 years ago a wealthy Chinese Gentn. Mr Kim Sing, previously distinguished 
for other acts of Public liberality, for instance he furnished the means for flinging a handsome 
iron bridge across the River at Malacca, offered to contribute the sum of $13,000 towards the 
construction of the tanks necessary to ensure to his former countrymen, who occasionally suffer 



severely from want of water, a due supply of the same element. Whether Mr. Blundell was right 
or wrong is now a matter of no importance, suffice it to mention that he accepted the offer, his 
acceptation was confirmed and approved both by the Governor General and Secy. of State.  Thus 
the pledge of the British Govt. has been given that the work shall be executed. So long as the 
State of the finances of India precluded any expenditure not deemed absolutely necessary,  Kim 
Sing refrained from urging the construction of the tank, but when it was known that all funds 
were in a healthy state, he took an early opportunity of pressing the matter on my notice.  The 
obligation was fully recognised by the Supreme Govt., and in his {its?}Budget for 1862/63 an 
assignment was made for this account.  The original scheme was however ordered to be 
reconsidered.  In accordance with instructions {a?} revised plan and estimates were duly and 
prepared and submitted, if I recollect right in Decr. last, but although another assignment has 
been authorized in the Budget of the current year, up to the present moment the final orders have 
not been  received.  Hence the General impression among the Chinese that the Govt. is 
endeavouring to evade the fulfilment of a distinct promise.   
  

Kim Sing I understand feels much hurt.  For some time past he has been ailing and 
consequently I have not seen him, but I must honestly confess that I am far from anxious to see 
him, for I should be ashamed, in answer to his enquiries about the water works, to tell him that 
no orders had reached me and that I could  not account for the delay. 

  
In former years when the Straits did not pay their own legitimate expenses, I should have 

felt diffident in saying the prosecution of our scheme entails heavy expenditure, but under 
present circumstances, when our income is sufficient to cover all out expenditures, I trust I may 
be pardoned soliciting your kind aid towards expediting the sum {issue?} of the final orders 
regarding the water works. 

  
There is another work the necessity for which has for the past 7 or 8 years been fully 

acknowledged by the Supreme Govt and for which in one or 2 budgets provision has been 
though no order have been passed in {on?} the plans and estimate, the Court House at Spore.  As 
however in this case merely inconvenience and not discredit is entailed upon the Government, 
although I should be very glad to receive instructions to commence operations, I look upon the 
delay as comparatively speaking {not?} a matter of importance. 

  
I am afraid unless the water works are soon commenced there is little chance that Kim 

Sing or any other of our Chinese subjects again coming forward to contribute to any work of 
Public benefit. 

                                                                                                Sd O C 
Major General Sir R Napier K.C.P. {B?} 
                                    President in Council 
  
Précis of a note to Major H K Burne  Offg: Secy: to Govt Mily Dept    d/12/11/63 
  
Enquires whether a salute should be fired on the Prince of Wales’ birthday. 
  
                                                                                                13th  November 1863 
My dear Mr Froplory 



  
                        I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your note of yesterday and in 
accordance with your request to furnish a List of Civil Employees above the position of clerk at 
Singapore.  I trust this will meet the object in view. 
  
                                                                                                            Sd O C 
            Mons Froplory 
                        Consul for France 
  
Précis of a letter to Lt. Col. Macpherson  R C Pinang                       d/19/11/63 
  
Forwards a note for Sir H Robinson which he requests Col Macpherson will deliver regarding 
the fortifications etc. at Pinang.  Mentions that the clerk to the Magt’s Court in Province 
Wellesley when attending upon Mr Vermont should draw travelling allowance in a Contingent 
Bill. 
                                                                                                            Sd O C 
                                                                                                                        M P 
  
My dear Simons 
  
                        I have the pleasure to return the printed papers regarding Tringanu and also to 
send you a copy of the Narrative of Proceedings sent to the Home Government. As regard the 
attack which had been made on the Chamber of Commerce by Mr. Knox I should imagine that it 
would be sufficient to prepare a statement of the proceedings of  the Chamber from the 
beginning shewing who were the chairmen in 1858 and 1861, or even goig back to 1851 or 1852, 
when if I recollect right an appeal was made by the Chamber to the house without condescending 
to make any remarks about the personal character or carrer (career?) of your assailant. 
                                                                                                            Sd O C 
                        True Copy 
                                    M P 
H M Simons Esqre 
  
My dear Brooke 
  
                        I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 28th 
September.  I will not fail to place your brother-in-law’s name on my list, but as you will know 
the appointments at my disposal are not numerous and some time may elapse ere a vacancy 
occur.  A Dy Comship of Police would I fancy be the berth best suited for him. 
  
            As I mentioned in my last {letter?} I am afraid you will contain {gain?} little by 
continuing the contest with the Rajah, and if an opening occurs by which, without sacrificing 
your own dignity or your own rights, a reconciliation may be effected, I do sincerely hope that 
you will take advantage of it, as I feel convinced that both for your own sake as well as for the of 
Sarawak it is better that the breach should be healed, even although the skin over the wound may 
be very tender for some time to come.  I am inclined to believe that the Bishop, who is I am sure 
one of your warmest friends and supporters, would be of the same opinion as myself. 



                                                                                                Sd O C 
21/11/63 
            J Brooke Brooke Esqre 
                        Wotton Rectory 
                                    Dorking 
                                                Surrey 
                                    England 
  
Précis of a letter to Mr F Brown Pinang                                             d/21/11/63 
  
Mentions that he has sent on his letter to Commodore Osborne {Osborn} but understands that 
that officer has had a difference with the Chinese Govt and is going home.  Wishes to know 
result of his experiment with regard to Cotton and on application being made will write to the 
Sec. of A. & H. Society Calcutta for seed.  Mentions approach of transfer.  Regrets that the Sehar 
Ikan Mati business has not been settled. 
  
                                                                                                Sd O C 
            21/11/63 
                                                M P 
  
Précis of a letter to R C Malacca                                                        d/29/11/63 
  
Points out boundary between Malacca and Johole as laid down by treaty of 1833.  mentions that 
though the de Winds cannot be called upon to pay up arrears they should be made to pay up 
current tenths.Regrets to hear that he had not been able to arrange Mr Baxter’s exchange.  States 
that Captain Baningarten’s requisition must be attended to. Mentions that the question regarding 
the issue of warrants has been referred to Calcutta.  As Mr Baningarten cannot act proposes to 
put Mr Hanson in as Magte for a time.  Desires him to report officially regarding Boundary 
disputes between Salangore and Sungei Ujong. 
                                                                                                            Sd O C 
            M P 
  
Précis of a letter to offg R C Pinang                                                  d/29th Novr 
  
Approves of his delaying the “Pluto”  to finish the repairs of the “Mohr”. Mentions that Nubhill 
wont be able to go up to Pinang by “Persia”. Regrets to hear of the chance of his losing “Mohr”’s 
Engineer. Considers it merely {very?}necessary for Mr Waller to know an Indian language 
colloquially.  Considers him quite right in refusing to countersign Bill for Brigadier’s salute.  
Considers that soldiers should be made over to their own officers rather than tried by the Police 
Magistrate.  Refers him to the Proclamation published in the Local Gazette of 25th April 1862 for 
his guidance in regard to “Alabama”, 
  
                                                                                                            Sd O C 
            M P 
  
                                                                                                            Singapore 



                                                                                                                        8th December 
Sir 
  
            With reference to my letter of the 9th Ultimo I trust that I may be pardoned for forwarding 
for your information a copy of an autograph communication from His Majesty the King of Siam 
to his agent at the Station the contents of which fully substantiate the soundness of the views 
expressed by the Straits Government  last year with regard to the propriety of placing the Sultan 
in a position to exercise any influence over the affairs of the Native States in the Malay 
Peninsula. 
  
                                                                                    I have etc. 
                                                                                    Sd O C 
The Rt Hble Sir C Wood Bt G C B, MP 
  
Précis of a letter to Col Macpherson R C Pinang                   d/9th Novr (Decr) 1863 
  
In reply to his letter of the 20th Ult mentions that the new Police Tharmah has been sanctioned.  
Desires him to send in plan and estimate for a Tarmah at Kota.  Desires him to speak to Rajah of 
Quedah regarding Boundary Line.  Intimates that the “Pluto” is much required at Singapore. 
Desires him to refer Mr Logan to the Secy in the P.W.D.  Points out that if he wishes the P.W.D. 
to do the work he must make the advance, but if he prefers doing it himself the plans and 
estimates must be submitted for the R.C’s approval. Regrets to mar {read?} his report about the 
tables.  Cannot allow any convicts for purposes not authorized by Regns. Forwards five 
pamphlets on the Tringanu business. Desires him to enquire regarding the family of the late 
Bandahara of Quedah, 
  
            M P                                                                             Sd O C 
  
My dear Sir Richard 
  
                        I have the pleasure to return with many thanks the papers connected with the “J 
Bright” case you kindly forwarded for my perusal.  I read your judgement with a deal of interest.  
As regards the right of a Special Agent to plead in the Court I am inclined to consider that under 
the terms of the Charter the decision rests entirely upon your own feelings as to the propriety of 
granting the desired permission and that the mere fact of an agent thus specially nominated being 
a fit person would not impose upon you the necessity of acceding to his request should you for 
general reasons deem it inadvisable.                                                                          Sd O C 
            10/12/63 
  
                                                                                                            11/12/63 
My dear Sir 
  
            I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your demi official note of the 21st Ult 
on the subject of the charge made for the subsistence of the Native crew of the “Gypsy Bride”.  
You will observe by my official letter that the charge is not one that can be debited against the 
Straits Settlement, the vessel being in no way connected with the Settlement but belonging to the 



Port of Liverpool and the men being therefore entitled to relief from the Board of Trade           I 
am glad to find that you concur generally with me in thinking that there should be a material 
difference between the rates charged for European and Native Seamen, the latter requiring much 
less than the former for their maintenance. 
  
            With many thanks 
                                                                                                            Sd O C 
J W Farrer Esqre 
            H.B.M. Consul Manilla 
  
Précis of a letter to the Hon Lt Col Macpherson                                d/22/12/63 
  
Returns petition and approves of his reply thereto.  Mentions that the rule regarding Mitchell’s 
pay is clearly laid down by the recent order.  States that he should draw the full allowance from 
the date of his taking over charge of the Treasury.  Proposes to revise the Establisht  of the 
“Mohr” with regard to Engineers and Comr. Intimates that the School exam must be held in 
March. 
  
  
  
  
                                                                                                Singapore December 22 
My dear Sir Benson 
  
                        I have delayed answering your note pending the receipt of the Official 
communication from Col. Macpherson transmitting the petition in Yeoh Peak’s case. As it was 
stated that this petition was submitted with your knowledge I considered myself justified in 
commuting the sentence of transportation to five years imprisonment with hard labour, which 
will I trust prove sufficient to meet the demands of justice.   
  

I am very much obliged for your kind offer to allow the Government to have the plot of 
land at Byan Lepass.  When I was at Pinang Col Macpherson asked me whether there would be 
any objection to his making an exchange of sites as he believed that the one you had secured was 
preferable to our own and that, as the bungalow was in so dilapidated a state that it would have to 
be entirely renewed, no extra expense would be incurred by the arrangement.  I signified my 
readiness to give my consent to the measure when the question came before me officially, but 
since then I have heard nothing further on the subject.  Possibly the scheme may be submitted in 
connection with the Budget for the ensuing year. etc. 

                                                                                                Sd O C 
True copy        M P 

Sir B P Maxwell 
  
                                                                                                            Singapore 
                                                                                                            24th December/63 
My dear Sir 
  



            I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 11th Instant. The 
Commission appointed from home to report upon certain points connected with the transfer of 
the Straits to the Colonial Office is now sitting, and we merely await the arrival of the 3rd 
Member from Ceylon to close our Proceedings.  As there is no difference of opinion between Sir 
H. Robinson and myself on the different points under consideration I entertain little doubt that 
the transfer will eventually take place, though I hardly think that the measure can be carried into 
effect before the 1st May 1865. 
  
            In the meanwhile there are one or two changes which will I am aware accord with the 
views likely to be expressed by Sir Hercules, and which therefore as they have long been 
advocated, I trust will be authorized by the Supreme Government.  These changes are:- 
            First. The abolition of the land {local?} offices of Coroner at Singapore and Pinang, and 
with the saving thus effected the appointment of a Dy. Commissioner of Police for Province 
Wellesley. 
            2nd. The abolition of the Coroner’s Peons. 
            3rd. The extension of the powers of the Small Cause Courts in the Straits to $50 with 
authority, as under the General Bill now before the Legislative Council, to the Local Government 
to increase the amount to $100 if necessary.  Thus {this?} will afford ample relief to the Higher 
Court.  The Bill for the Straits, which has already been read, specifies $100 as the maximum 
amount but I am certain that the extension to $50 is all that will be needed for some time to 
come, as the Higher Court judges are no longer overworked.  At the same time it seems 
necessary to put into action the whole machinery of a Supreme Court to remove the small sum of 
$50, and I am aware that at least one of the Judges, though he would be the last to complain, is of 
the same opinion and would be glad to be relieved of the duty of deciding such minor cases. 
  
            I have received the Letter on the subject of the Chinese Student Interpreters which I 
purpose shewing to Sir H. Robinson.  He has introduced the system at HgKg and is I am aware 
sanguine as to its working extremely well by securing for the Govt the services of an efficient 
staff. 
                                                                                                            Sd O C 
J W Wylie Esqre 
            Under Secy to Govt 
  
PS to above letter 
            Should the Govt purpose sanctioning the appointment of a Crown Counsel it would be 
necessary to make a proviso that the appointment should be merely of a temporary nature as in 
the event of a transfer to the Colonial Office an Attorney Gl would become requisite. 
  
Précis of a letter to the Hon Lt Col Macpherson R C Pinang                        d/24/12/63 
  
With regard to his position on the Transfer taking place is of opinion that if the Colonial Office 
ask for the services of an officer to continue to serve in any portion of what formed British India 
at the time of the transfer to the Crown Sir J W could hardly decline to repudiate their subsequent 
claims to pension.  Is glad to hear of the probable satisfactory settlement of affairs in Perak.  
Desires him to report the source from which the money required for packing the articles for the 



Calcutta Exhibition is to be taken.  Has no objection with regard to the changes on the site of the 
Bungalow. 
  
                                                                                                            M P 
  
My dear Sir Hercules 
  
                        I made another careful inspection of Mount Palmer Battery this morning and am 
now of opinion that with the Tanjong Katong South and Mt. Palmer Batteries armed with long 
range guns of the present day and perhaps strengthened by an additional Gun on its Eastern face, 
for which arrangements could be made at the cost of only a few Rupees worth of Convict Labor 
we shall be perfectly justified in recommending the sale of Fort Fullerton, the proceeds being 
devoted to the construction of a strong work at Tanjong Katong. 
  
            I am informed that from papers received by Messageries from Ceylon it is gathered that 
the proceedings of the court Martial may not close before May.  If this intelligence is confirmed 
on the arrival of the mail it would certainly appear inadvisable for us to await Col Freeth’s 
advent and we might prepare our report at once. If you concur in this opinion and would kindly 
let me have the perusal of your correspondence on the subject of the Settlement being required to 
make its own arrangements for its ordinary defence, to which it would be necessary to refer, I 
will prepare in detail a rough “Memo” on the several points on which we are agreed, and after 
the arrival of the Mail, we might meet and throw this memorandum into the form of a Report of 
which, when Col Freeth does make his appearance, he might be furnished with a copy with a 
view to his offering any remarks thereon that he might deem proper. 
                                                                                                Sd O C 
Saturday 26/12/63 
                                    M Protheoe 
Sir H Robinson 
  
                                                                                                            26/12/63 
My dear Lushington 
  
                        I am much obliged for your kind note of the 19th Ult which only reached me two 
days ago by the Burmah Steamer.  Since I last wrote to you I have been, as perhaps you are 
aware, appointed a member of the Commission ordered to report upon certain points connected 
with the transfer of the Straits Settlement to the charge of the colonial office.  Sir H Robinson, 
the representative of that office and myself have almost concluded our task and merely await the 
arrival of our colleague, Col Freeth, the representative of the War Office, to bring our labours to 
a close.  As hitherto there has hardly been the slightest difference of opinion I entertain little 
doubt but that the transfer will eventually take place. At the same time I do not consider it 
probable that the measure will finally be carried into effect before the 1st May 1865. 
  
            As far as I am capable of judging, the adjustment of the accounts when the change does 
occur wd. be greatly facilitated by the present Establishment of a local office of audit, and as that 
can be formed without any additional expense and in such a manner as to fully meet the 
recommendations about to be made for the modifications of our different Departments when 



brought under Colonial Office Control, it is possible that Sir Charles Trevelyan may not deem 
the question undeserving of reconsideration. 
  
            At present the Resident Councillor of Singapore who is Ex.officio Secretary to 
Government is also Treasurer, the Collector of Stamps being one of his Assistants though rarely 
employed as such.  The general accounts of the three Residencies are prepared by the three 
R.C.’s, all Bills for office Contingencies, as well as those for Marine and Convict 
Establishments, being submitted monthly for my audit.  After I have scrutinised them, which I do 
personally having no establishment for the purpose, they are passed and returned to the R.C.’s 
for transmission to Calcutta.  All ordinary Civil Establishment Bills are forwarded direct to 
Calcutta for audit, and over these the Local Government exercises no check.  All Bills in the 
P.W.D. are audited by the Chief Engineer.  Thus it will be observed that there are 3 auditors for 
the Straits accounts, and consequently I believe there is no single officer, either here or in 
Calcutta, that would be capable of preparing a fair Balance sheet whenever we may be called 
upon to close accounts consequent on the transfer. 
  
            My Budget estimates are framed from Returns furnished by the different R.C.’s, but my 
means of checking them are extremely imperfect, and generally a month or so is lost in 
unnecessary correspondence calling for explanations regarding different items, before I feel 
justified in accepting the returns as correct and preparing the General Statement for submission 
to the Supreme Government.  Moreover, even as regards ordinary monthly disbursements there 
is often much needless writing owing to my instructions  as to their entry varying from those 
recd. By R.C.’s direct from Calcutta, regarding which I have no information. 
  
            All this confusion would be avoided by the appointment of a single officer as Dy. Auditor 
General, acting under the orders of the Accountant General of India, to audit all accounts 
connected with the different Departments at the three Stations, as well as to be the sole channel 
of communication for all applications for Govt. Promissory notes on account of Court Deposits, 
appeals against retrenchments etc. 
  
            Our Accounts are not very intricate or voluminous, more especially if {we were?} 
permitted to keep them at Singapore and Malacca as at Pinang, at a uniform rate of exchange, viz 
Rs. 220 per $1,100, an indulgence I have often solicited, and with the aid of two good 
Accountants and proper rule for his guidance, an officer by devoting 2 hours a day to their 
examination might easily bring all our financial transactions under proper control and be able at 
any moment to furnish a Return shewing our exact position.  This would be more particularly the 
case if, as at the Sister Colony of Hg.Kg., we were allowed to enter all Minor receipts and 
disbursements in Dollars, merely converting the sums shewn under the Major Headings and in 
all Returns forwarded to Calcutta, in Rupees. 
  
            By relieving the R.C. at A.pore of the charge of the Treasury, which could be made over 
to the Collector of Stamps, who will also become treasurer when we are brought under the new 
regime, that officer whose duties would then be almost entirely confined to those connected with 
his appt. as Secy. to Govt. would certainly be able to give the necessary attention to the 
supervision of the accounts of the entire settlement, and for his Staff he might be given two 
Accountants from the chief Engineer’s Office.  This arrangement, which would not entail the 



extra expenditure of a Single Rupee would fully provide for the performance of the duties of Dy. 
Auditor and Acct. General for the Straits.  All returns wd. Thus be prepared for transmission to 
Calcutta by a Single Officer acting under instructions from the Accountant General and in 
immediate communication with the head of the Local Government, and I am sure that when this 
transfer is about to take place, the measure if authorized will be found to be attended with many 
and material advantages, saving an infinite deal of trouble both to the office in Calcutta and the 
Treasury Officer in the Straits as well as to the Home Authorities. 
  
            As it is I am now reducing our accounts to a proper system and I have found the benefit 
of it during the proceedings of the Commission.  Had it been appointed 2 years ago I am afraid 
my colleagues would have found it extremely difficult to have arrived at any satisfactory 
conclusion with respect to our financial position.  Now from the papers I have had prepared for 
his use Sir H. R. is I know fully satisfied as to our ability to pay all our legitimate Expenses 
including a Military Force sufficient for the Maintenance of Internal order, which is of course all 
that can be required of us. 
                                                                                                            Sd O C 
            A H Lushington Esqre 
  
Précis of a letter to Capt. Playfair                                                       27/12/63 
  
Mentions that Mr Baxter will return shortly to his duty.  Has confirmed the appointment of 
Messrs Hanson and Ibertesholet as a temporary arrangement only, and mentions that there is a 
nephew of Sir Hope Grant who is a candidate for employment who would suit here well.  Desires 
him to swear in to work the Chinese as special constables if they give any trouble.  Doubts 
whether the Rajah Inmahat will approve of the agreement between the Sultan of Salangore and 
the Datoo Klana.  Desires him to warn the Sultan of Johore from assisting the ex.Sultan of 
Lingga.  Supposes that he would be entitled to a fair portion of pension should he leave the 
Indian to enter the Colonial Service. 
  
                                                M P                                         Sd O C 
  
Note to Revd J. Mackay thanking him for Scholarship Examination papers. 
  
            D/27/12/63 
  
My dear Sir Richard 
  
                        I did not fail yesterday afternoon to make enquiries regarding accommodation for 
the Registrar and Burn tells me that the 3 rooms nearest the Court and generally occupied by the 
R.C.’s are available and have already been placed at his disposal pending the execution of repairs 
to his own Quarters.  There is moreover plenty of extra room in the centre room of the govt. 
Office for his spare Papers etc. and they will be perfectly safe as our own records are kept there. 
  
            The petty Jurors can be accommodated if necessary in the little room on the 3rd storey.  I 
hope however there may be no necessity for detaining them. 
  



            This is a very mysterious affair about the “Martaban”.  It appears to me there are one or 
two points that will puzzle even the Crown Lawyers at home, for while she had it is said a British 
Certificate, her crew were shipped under American Articles, and from the deposition taken at 
Malacca it seems that her name was altered on the voyage after the certificate, if she had one, 
must have been painted. 
                                                                                                Sd O C 
                        M P 
Sir R B McCausland 
                        Recorder 
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2nd January 1864 

My dear Sir Hercules 

I have the pleasure to return the amended Letters Patent upon which I would offer the following 
observations. 

1st. Page 7, I would appoint a sheriff for each Station instead of one for the Settlement. Last year 
I ascertained that there was not one of the non-official residents who would accept the honorary 
office, and the present system of appointing one of the Deputies Sheriff by rotation is attended 
with some inconvenience and is moreover certainly somewhat of an anomaly. 

2. Page 8. I would modify the Section with regard to Coroners so as to admit of their performing 
without a Jury all the duties performed in England by Coroners with a Jury. Coroner’s Juries in 
the Straits involve much inconvenience to the residents who are required to sit on them, are a 
source of considerable expense and are moreover of little use. 

3rd. No fees are now received by Coroners and as the appointment will in every case be 
ex.Officio no salaries will be drawn. Hence it might be advisable to omit all allusion either no 
{to?} fees or salaries. 

4th. Page 9. The word "said" should be omitted before "Governor". 

5th. Page 11. Would it not be expedient to exclude the excluding clause of the first Section? As 
Sir Benson Maxwell has already pointed out, its retension would be likely to prove injurious both 
to the administration of justice and to the General interests of the Settlement. 

6th. Page 22. No reference need be made to the effects of the East India Company which are no 
longer found in our Treasuries. 

7. Page 29. It is out of my power to subscribe to the necessity of the Court of Summary 
Jurisdiction, which I can only consider as an expensive luxury in the event of any great increase 
to our trade bringing with it an increase of litigation. It might of course hereafter become 
necessary but of this I must confess I see no immediate prospect. 



The number of cases actually tried last year in the Small Cause Court at Singapore (having 
jurisdiction only up to 32 dollars) was 2,000. The number of Civil cases actually heard and 
determined in the Supreme Court during the same period was 205, of these last it is probable that 
at least one half were for sums under 500 Dollars, so that were the jurisdiction of the lower Court 
extended to that amount, upwards of nineteen twentieths of the civil cases would have to be 
brought before that tribunal. 

Our litigation, I fancy, differs materially from that of Hongkong. The greater amount of the suits 
are for trifling sums, and it is more than probable that the present Commissioner of the Court of 
Requests would be able in their adjudication to afford for {far?} greater satisfaction than any 
Barrister fresh from England and little acquainted with the habits and language of the people. I 
am however of opinion that the Judge of the Supreme Court should be relieved from the 
adjudication on {of?} many of the petty cases now brought under his consideration. This relief 
could be afforded under the Bill now before the Legislative Council of India for extending the 
jurisdiction of the Small Causes Courts to 50 dollars with power to the Executive Govt. to 
sanction if necessary a further extension to 100 Dollars. This latter would at once be authorized 
at Singapore where there is a special Commissioner but would hardly be needed at the other 
Stations. 

2nd Janry 1864 Believe me 

Yours very sincerely, 

Sd Orfeur Cavenagh 

To His Excellency 

Sir Hercules Robinson 

P.S. I have just seen Sir Richard. He does not wish to perpetuate the present system as regards 
the Sheriffs but to compel some non-official resident to accept the Honorary Office. I am afraid 
the members of the Mercantile Community will hardly approve of this arrangement. If however 
the residents of other colonies are subject to the same hability {liability?}, they would have no 
great cause for complaint. By a recent correspondence between the Community of Calcutta and 
the Chief Justice it has been ruled that the Sheriff there, who receives a large sum from his fees, 
is not bound to attend Public meetings, and his official duties are, I imagine, almost all 
performed by his Deputies. A Sheriff however runs the risk of being fined if the duties are not 
well performed. One was once fined heavily in Pinang because order was not properly preserved 
in Court, and this perhaps has been the cause of the objection that has hitherto been offered to the 
acceptance of the post. 

My dear Sir Richard 

I have carefully read over the papers connected with Mr Edgerton’s case you kindly forwarded 
for my perusal. As you observe, instead of asserting his entire innocence of the charge upon 
which he has been convicted upon non terminal grounds, if Mr Edgerton felt himself wronged or 



aggrieved his course was plain. He should have appealed to the higher tribunal. He was indeed 
recommended by the Magte himself to adopt this course but failed to do so. Hence it can only be 
inferred that he dreaded the scrutiny to which his proceedings would have been subjected and 
acknowledged the injustice if not the legality of the Magistrate’s decision. Under the above 
circumstances I think it is due to the Members of the Local Bar that the Court should make its 
sense of Mr. E’s misconduct in a manner much more severe than the mere award of a second 
reprimand. I have as requested sent on the papers with your note to Burn. 

Sd O C 

6/1/64 

Sir R B McCausland 

Extract from a Letter to Captain Eastwick Indian Council India Office London d/8/1/64 

"I should be very glad, under the rule prescribed in Page 28 of the Parliamentary papers dated 
18th Febry. 1862, to allow my services to be placed at the disposal of the Colonial Office, either 
with or without pay or counting Service or not, counting service as the Secretary of State for 
India might desire to accept half pay with the right to return to full pay upon my relinquishing 
the Government or to apply for my Furlough and remain on leave until/ and promoted. The first 
would be the best for the Rate {State?} as my pay would be saved as long as I may be employed 
under the Col: Office, but to myself it is perfectly immaterial which course I may be required to 
pursue. All that I ask is the privilege of accepting office, should it be offered me without having 
to surrender my position in the Army, and this privilege which is in accordance with Regulations 
I believe you will consider that my wounds and past services give me some claim to expect. etc. 
etc. 

Sd O C 

Captain Eastwick 

8/1/64 

My dear Sir Hope Grant 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th November enclosing a 
note to your nephew. He has not yet made his appearance at Singapore, being still I believe with 
the Bishop at Sarawak. But when he arrives I will not fail to deliver it. His name is on my list of 
candidates for employment and it will afford me much pleasure to meet your wishes should a 
suitable vacancy occur. As far as I can at present judge he would be well fitted for an 
appointment in the Police which is the branch to {in?} which most of our officers in the Straits 
commence their career and from which they rise to Magistracies. 

Sd O C 



H E Lt Gl Sir H Grant G C B 

My dear Macpherson 

I am writing against time, so pray excuse a hurried note as regards the changes likely to take 
place on the transfer. I have been allowed the liberty of mentioning to you in confidence that ,as 
there will be two appointments, one the Colonial Secretaryship and the other the Government 
agency at Pinang, each of which will carry with it a salary of £1,800 per annum and a seat in the 
Executive Council it is not unreasonable to suppose that one of the two may fall to your lot, in 
the event of the Secretary of State for the colonies offering you employment of which I entertain 
little doubt though nothing positive has as yet been mentioned on the subject. 

I am afraid there is little chance of my being able to obtain an increase to Mr Dick’s pay unless 
you can effect a saving elsewhere. Could you manage to get on with 4 stokers, two of the lascars, 
as in the "Pluto" being told off to assist in the Engine room Establishment when the vessel is 
under steam? It is very seldom that you have any very long trips to make and perhaps this might 
be accomplished. 

I was very glad to hear so good an account of your contribution to the Calcutta Exhibition and I 
trust that you may obtain a little kudos for the same. You were quite right in insisting that the 
people of Balik Pulo should themselves make the line of road to Singie Roosa, securing a fair 
compensation for their labor when the work is completed. They will appreciate its importance 
much more than if it had been made for them. The new Thanah at Ayer Etam will be sanctioned 
as soon as we have the money. You could not believe, as you observe, have selected a better site 
than the one now occupied. The only objection is the liability to risk from fire which may 
perhaps be obviated, as you propose, by its having a corrugated iron roof. There need be no 
difficulty about the school houses as we cannot have anything like expended our assignment for 
the current year. You had better bring the matter to notice officially and get sanction for the 
requisite expenditure. I am not aware of there being any objection to my meeting yr wishes with 
respect to the grant of further assistance in the way of H.C. prisoners etc. to the Pauper Hospital. 
This also will have to be brought to notice officially and I will take care to send an early reply so 
that there may be no unnecessary delay.  

I observe that Logan asserts that Siam deputed an emissary last year to Pinang in order to induce 
the Sultan of Perak to again forward the Bunga Mas to Bangkok. Could you obtain any decided 
information on this point? If so it might be as well to report it. You might also at the same time 
make an allusion to the remark made to you by the Rajah of Tongkah with regard to the Perak 
{dispute?}between us and the Siamese. There would be no harm in having the conversation on 
record. 

I was very glad to hear that the tables were progressing favourably. My subscription is available 
whenever you need it. 

Sd O C 



P.S. Does Mackay intend to ask for his half pay? I take Col: Service. He has served 7 years and 
would {I?} suppose get the former which would be a pleasant addition to his income whilst his 
pension after 10 years would be better than he would get in India and he would be enabled to 
continue off his Mil_______funds. 

Sd O C 

Col Macpherson R C Pinang 

Précis of a letter to Sir R Schomburgk Bangkok d/9th Janry/64 

Thanks him for his kind letters. States that he will reply in detail to {on?} the subject of the 
proposed railroad across the Isthmus of Krah. Does not recognize the advantage of the work as 
the disadvantages of breaking bulk would as regards vessels carrying cargo more than 
counterbalance the saving of time, about 10 days, that might be effected, and as regards the 
transmission of news I think there may be ere long a communication by telegraph between India 
and China. Mentions Kim Ching’s appointment and alludes to his having furnished a copy of the 
King’s letter regarding the departure from Bangkok of the Ex.Sultan of Lingga and his probable 
intention of visiting Pahang, thus confirming the correctness of the views expressed by this Govt 
last year. 

Sd O C 

M P 

Janry 10th 1864 

My dear Sir Richard 

With reference to your charge yesterday to the Grand Jury I trust you will kindly pardon my 
observing that, as far as I am competent to judge, in bringing under review the question of 
Military expenditure and calling for Returns of the Troops you have somewhat exceeded your 
legitimate powers as a purely Judicial Functionary and trenched upon review as the head of the 
Executive Government. Any representations regarding the Jail, received rather from yourself as, 
when based upon their own opinion, from the Grand Jury would always receive the consideration 
it demanded but, with all due deference, I am unable to recognise the propriety of any Judicial 
Officer, however high his rank, travelling beyond his own Province in the discharge of the 
important duties connected with the proper administration of justice, in order to take advantage 
of his position on the bench to obtain political power. As, however, any {my?} knowledge of the 
practice of the courts at home, is comparatively speaking limited, my ideas as to the duties and 
privileges of a Judge may be erroneous. I propose therefore, should you see no objection, 
submitting the question for the consideration of higher Authority. As regards the reduction in the 
strength of the Guard at the Jail, it was effected, as a temporary arrangement, with my sanction 
and with advertence to the number and character of the prisoners at present confined in the 
building, the of the Jail Establishment and the proximity of the Sepoy Barracks. I certainly am 
not aware of there being any objection to the measure. 



I have 

O C 

To Sir R McCausland 

13 Janry 1864 

My dear Sir Richard 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge receipt of your kind note of yesterday. I am perfectly sure 
that intentionally you would not think of trenching upon my authority. At the same time I could 
not but consider in {an?}order to the Officer landing the Troops to furnish you with a Deposition 
Return of the men under his orders, as an assumption of Political Power, which I should have 
been guilty of neglect of duty, had I failed to bring to your notice. 

I certainly should be the last person to question the right of a Judge to express an opinion as to 
any apparent defect in the machinery required for the due administration of justice or to bring 
such under consideration either of the Grand Jury or of the head of the Executive Government as 
one might deem fit. As however I attend the opening of the Sessions, in my capacity only of 
Judge, and not as Governor, it is but fair for one to mention that any statement contained in your 
charge I look upon as a mere exposition of facts for the information of the Grand Jury and not as 
representations of which I should be gratified {justified?} in taking official cognisance unless 
subsequently brought under my notice either by the Grand Jury or yourself. 

I have an etc. 

O C 

To Sir R McCausland 

My dear Sir Hercules 

In looking carefully over the revised charter I find that there is a section "XLV Page 27" retained 
which has already been abrogated by Acts xiii and xiv of 1856 and to the re-establishment of 
which I should certainly object, as it would be merely introducing an element of discord into the 
Settlement. I do not know how this escaped my observation in the first instance but I fancy that 
being aware that the Court of Quarter Sessions had been deprived by Legislative Enactment of 
the power of giving any orders regarding Public Works or of appointing Police Officers I did not 
give the matter my attention, forgetting that the date of the new Letters Patent would be 
subsequent to the Acts above referred to and consequently all powers granted by the former 
would have due force. 

If the above section was reintroduced the Quarter Sessions and not the Governor in Council 
would control the expenditure on Public Works. 



Sd O C 

My dear Sir Richard 

Sir H R has but this moment left me and I trust that you will kindly excuse the delay in 
answering your note. I will cause Mr Dunman’s attention to be at once directed to the state of the 
Bukit Timah District with the view of placing the Police Force in that Qr on a proper footing. 

16/1/64 sd/ O C 

Sir R McCausland 

My dear Sir Benson 

I have the pleasure, at the request of Sir H Robinson, to forward herewith for your consideration 
and for any remarks you may desire to offer, a half Margin Draft of revised Letters Patent for 
reconstituting the Court of Judicature, which has been prepared in a great measure upon the 
suggestions made by yourself last year and to meet the changes in the system of Government 
likely to be necessitated by the transfer wh will probably take place some time in 1865. Should 
you approve of the Draft it will of course be merely necessary for you to attach your signature in 
token of such approval and return it when it would be at once transmitted to the Colonial Office. 

I have also the pleasure to enclose a sketch of the proposed Colonial Pension Rules which should 
you think of prolonging your stay in the Straits may perhaps prove interesting as shewing the 
position in which you would be placed after the expiration of the first 10 years. 

Sd O C 

18th/1/64 

Précis of a letter to Captain J O Mayne Ch: Eng: Pinang d/19/1/64 

Considers that the abolition of Ch Engineer and separation of the appts. of Ex Engineer and 
Supdt. Of Convicts would be as expensive an arrangement as the present one unless there is to be 
a Dy Auditor and Acct. General for the Straits for all Departments. Mentions that Mr Logan’s 
performance of the Selar Ikan Mati works on estimates to be approved of by the R.C. and under 
the Supervision of the P.W.D. has been arranged. Requests him to set Hilliard to work on the 
Canal across Mr. Chasserian’s Estate. 

Sd O C 

Précis of a letter to Col Macpherson R C Pinang d/19th Janry 64 

Proposes that Mr Earl should live at Tulloh Rami’s in the Province. 

My dear Strachey 



As I hear that the P.W.D. in the Straits is about to be rearranged and that I am to lose the services 
of my Chief Engineer I write these few lines to point out the measure in which I believe the 
proposed change may perhaps be effected with the greatest efficiency and the least expense. 

After the departure of Capt Mayne my Establishments will consist of the following officers:- 

Capt McNair Ex Engineer 

Mr Bennett Special Assist 

Mr Evans Supervisor 

Mr Maghelhaens Asst Dy 

With these I shall be required not only to carry out the public works but also to superintend the 
Convicts at the different Stations. The plan that I would adopt is this:- 

Captain McNair to be ex Engineer (with general control over the Department throughout the 
Straits) and Supdt of Convicts at Singapore with equally general charge of the Convicts at the 
other Stations. 

Mr Bennett to be promoted to Ex.Eng: 3rd class with the charge of the works at Spore. 

Mr Evans to be removed to Pinang as supervisor receiving Rs 100 per mensem as Supdt or Dy 
Supdt of Convicts. 

Mr Magelhaens to be removed to Malacca as Asst Supervisor and to receive as at present drawn 
by Mr Evans 50 Rs per mensem as Dy: Supt of Convicts. 

Under the above arrangements not only would Capt McNair be at liberty to make constant visits 
to the other Stations, so as to exercise a close supervision over his subordinates but in the event 
of anything happening to him Mr B would always be at hand to take charge of his office and 
prevent anything going wrong with respect either to the works or convicts. Were Bennett to be 
removed to Pinang as originally intended when the Ch: Eng: remained, although I should 
certainly have the services of a second Officer available, yet they could not always be obtained at 
a moment’s notice in case of emergency. The Ex Engineer would never be able to leave 
Singapore to visit Pinang {and} Malacca, and moreover there would be a good chance of his 
breaking down, as the General control of the Department, the Ex charge of Singapore and the 
superintendence of the Convicts would be more than one ma could possibly manage either with 
comfort to himself or advantage to the State. 

As regards the Accountant’s Branch of the C.E’s office I have already recommended that the 
R.C. of Singapore should be appointed Dy Auditor and Acct General for the Straits, and if this 
recommendation is approved of, he would audit the Accounts of the P.W.D. as well as those of 
the other Depts. 2 good clerks might be sufficient for the whole work. The present system of 
accounts is not only extremely complicated but as far as I can discover extremely expensive, and 



I am very anxious to get our financial matters placed on a better footing before the transfer takes 
place. Otherwise I know we shall have a great deal of trouble. As far as I can judge, unless the 
change of Ministry may prevent it, the transfer will be carried out in the early part of next year. 

The Home Govt. has distinctly stated that no Troops are to be quartered here for Imperial 
purposes and that we must look to the Navy for defence in case of War. This has narrowed the 
proceedings of the Commission to the question of determining the strength of the Garrison 
required solely for the maintenance of internal order and tranquillity, a point easily settled, and 
as our finances will admit of our paying the amount necessary to keep up such a garrison, I 
suppose the Colonial Office will have no objection to taking us under its Wing. 

Whether it is a wise arrangement to trust entirely to the Navy, for the defence of a valuable 
colony, is a question for which the Home Govt. is alone responsible. My own idea is that the 
instructions from India House were the correct ones, and that we should always have a sufficient 
force to enable us to hold our own until succour might be sent to us, as we cannot always depend 
upon our possessing the command of the Seas in the event of there being a coalition against us. 
Singapore is one of the principal links of our trade with China and were it even {lost?} only but 
for a few weeks, the injury we should suffer would be incalculable. 

Sd O C 

Col Strachey 

Secy P.W.D. 

My dear Sir Richard 

I have been so busy for the last two or three days that I hope you will kindly excuse the delay 
that has occurred in forwarding for your perusal the accompanying note with enclosures from Mr 
Dunman, from which you will perceive that the case alluded to by the Grand Jury was an 
exceptional one and that apparently any increase to the Police Force on the Bukit Timah Road 
would be at present unnecessary. 

Sd O C 

Sir R B McCausland 

My dear General Brice 

I have the pleasure to return with many thanks the very interesting report by Dr Hathaway you 
kindly sent for my perusal. My experience perfectly coincides with his as to the necessity for 
more attention being paid to the mens’ cooking. I intended introducing Grants stove into Fort 
Canning but on writing to Fort William to ascertain how one I had introduced there was acting, I 
was informed that I was the only person who knew anything about its working as no one took an 
interest in it and it had not been used after I left. 



As to the propriety of furnishing the men with a comfortable well lighted room in which to spend 
their evenings there can be no doubt and it will afford me much pleasure to do anything in my 
power to enable the men serving within the limits of my Govt to obtain this accommodation. 

Sd O C 

22/1/64 

Brig Gl Brice C.B. 

Inspector Gl R Artillery 

Singapore 

23rd Janry /64 

My dear Sir 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 14th Inst and to state in reply 
that Surgeon Major Rose has been for some years past Senior Surgeon of the Straits Settlement 
and that the application on the part of his friends at home must therefore have reference to any 
change likely to take place on the transfer of the Settlement to the charge of the Colonial Office. 

Surgeon Major Rose is a clean and experienced Medical officer and an able administrator and in 
the event of the transfer the Colony would be fortunate were it able to retain his services. 

Sd O C 

Hathaway Esqre M.D. 

Private Secy to Viceroy 

My dear Sir 

I have delayed answering your letter of the 6th Ult in the hopes of being able to inform you of the 
due delivery of the enclosure to your brother. Up to the present however the Sarawak Steamer 
wh has for some time past been daily expected has not made her appearance and I therefore write 
these few lines to mention that it will afford me much pleasure to meet your wishes on your 
brother’s arrival. 

Sd O C 

Captain Grant 

A D C Govt House 



Calcutta 

24th Janry 

My dear Macpherson 

I have only time to write a few lines in reply to your letters received yesterday. As regards Mr 
Logan’s appointment to the "Mohr" I think before entering into any engagement with him it 
would be advisable to make some enquiries as to his Qualifications. He is I should hardly think 
the style of man to command a vessel and for the sum you propose offering you ought to obtain 
the services of a first rate Engineer of pure European Parentage. What was his former position in 
the Bengal Marine? And what salary did he draw when employed. He certainly could not have 
been of the 1st Class.  

Will you kindly return Mr Logan my best thanks for his Letter on the subject of the intentions of 
Siam. Would he have any objection to my sending, should it appear necessary, a copy to the 
Govr Gl or Secy of State. It would be forwarded demi officially and not appear in our ordinary 
office records so that the clerks would not become aware of its contents. 

You had better speak to Mayne about the Police Tharmah. We have money in hand to meet the 
expense and he can order the work to be commenced at once. I have written to him to come if 
possible to a final arrangement with Chasserian about the drainage scheme so that the necessary 
orders upon the subject may be issued before I leave for Malacca. 

Sd O C 

To Hon Col. Macpherson R C Pinang 

Précis of a letter to Col Macpherson R C Malacca (Pinang?) d/25/1/64 

Has obtained the services of an Engineer for the "Mohr". Proposes Mr Thorn for a Commander. 
Desires him to send down the "Pluto" at once. Points out that changes have taken place in Pinang 
Establishments without being reported. 

Sd O C 

26/1/64 

Précis of a note to Captain Playfair R C Malacca d/26/1/64 

Mentions that Capt Pibe’s statement has gone up to India with a copy of his letter, that he will go 
to Malacca about 11 or 12 instant. Hopes that the people in the country are still taking out leases 
and enquires whether there wd be any purchasers for the ground by disposing of it in allotments. 

Sd O C 



M P 

26/1/64 

My dear Sir R 

I trust you will kindly excuse the delay in answering your note of the 22nd. I really have not had a 
moment’s leisure since its receipt. I most fully concur in the opinion you have expressed as to the 
propriety of having a Crown Counsel to conduct all cases and have always intended, when a 
suitable opportunity offered, of recommending a slight increase to the annual fee now allowed. 
With that object the fee was calculated according to the average expenditure in Tax Expenses for 
the past 3 years so that I was able to shew that very little additional expense would be entailed by 
the proposed arrangement. 

If we are to remain under India I shall be quite prepared next year to recommend that the Crown 
Counsel be required to conduct all prosecutions both here and at Malacca, receiving a salary 
commensurate with his increased duties and that a Public Prosecutor be appointed at Pinang. But 
under present circumstances I almost think it would be premature to make the request, as in all 
probability I should received the stenotyped {stereotyped} reply that, pending the decision of the 
transfer question, H.E. in Council does not deem it advisable to sanction any change. The present 
{proposed?} appointment was actually sanctioned at a time when it was thought that the transfer 
would not take place and the mere formality of the order in the finance Dept has alone been 
wanting for some months past 

Sd O C 

26/1/64 Sir R McCausland 

3/2/64 

My dear Sir Richard 

I have the pleasure to send you a demi-offl. Memo of notes (by) Sir R {B?} Maxwell containing 
his remarks upon the proposed alterations of the Charter. I think there are some of his 
recommendations to which we might feel inclined to agree, and if you are at leisure tomorrow or 
Saturday I would come up and have a chat with you on the subject. 

I am about to submit the papers Burn has sent me to Mr Braddell but before doing so I should be 
much obliged by your kindly favoring me with your opinion as to the propriety of requesting the 
Court to administer to him an oath of office as Crown Counsel. He and Baningarten seem to 
consider that it is proper that he should be sworn in and have forwarded the accompanying form 
of oath which they deem advisable. I am not aware whether there is any rule on the subject but 
am of course anxious to do what is right or correct. 

Sd O C 



Sir R McCausland 

My dear Leveson 

I have the pleasure to return the paper you kindly sent me. I had not previously noticed the 
Notification. I am sorry to hear the result of your meeting as no benefit is likely to accrue from 
the proposed correspondence, whilst had a proper representation been made, I would have 
forwarded it to the Secy of State by the next Mail and possibly some change in my present orders 
might have been sanctioned. I observe that the last letter I received was in reply to one of mine of 
the 4th Septr. 

Sd O C 

E D Leveson Esqre 

No 12 

To 

The Secy of State for India 

Sir 

I have the honor to forward herewith for the consideration of H.M.Government a copy of a 
communication d/4th Instant from the Chamber of Commerce at Spore on the subject of the 
existing restrictions upon the trade of arms with China. 

2.I fully concur in the opinion expressed by the Chamber of Commerce as to the  

futility of the above restrictions as a means of preventing a supply of arms from reaching the 
Chinese rebels, whilst I cannot but feel that their continuance may eventually lead to the 
diversion of a considerable portion of the trade from Singapore. At the same time, with reference 
to the instructions contained in the Foreign Office Despatch of 22nd Octr. 1863, when acting 
under the authority conveyed in your letter No.2 of 26th Idem and removing the prohibition 
against the Exportation of arms to the neighboring states in the Malay Peninsula and Eastern 
Archipelago, I could not deem myself justified in sanctioning their despatch to any of the 
Chinese Ports except under a declaration as to there {their}being intended for the use of the 
Imperial Government. 

Sd O C 

5/2/64 

Secretary of State for India 

Précis of a letter to Col Macpherson d/8/2/64 



In reply to his letter of 27th mentions that an Engineer for the "Mohr" will be sent up per "Pluto" 
which will leave Malacca on the 15th. States that the pay of Dy Comr of Police Prov. Wellesley 
is Rs.250. Expects that the transfer will be postponed till /66, in which case hopes to go home on 
leave in the interim. Desires him to thank Logan for permitting a copy of his letter to go to India. 
Fears little will be done about the Dutch in Sumatra. The people of Pinang shd induce some M.P. 
to call for the correspondence on the subject or to ask what is being done. 

Sd O C 

My dear Sir 

With reference to the proceedings of this Government with respect to the native states in the 
Malay Peninsula I deem it right to submit for the information a copy of a confidential letter 
d/19th Ult addressed by Mr Logan, a residento f Pinang, to the R.C. at that Station. 

From Mr Logan’s long residency in the Straits and from his being the legal adviser of one or two 
Native Chiefs he enjoys the advantages, not generally possessed by the officers of Govt:, of 
acquiring accurate information with regard to the Policy likely to be pursued by the neighboring 
Malay states, and I entertain little doubt that his statement relative to the attempt now being 
made by Siam to regain its former influence over the Country of Perak, is perfectly correct. 
Indeed its accuracy is confirmed by the fact to which he alludes of the Rajah of Tongkah, a 
vessel {vassal} of Siam, having recently, when en route to Bangkok, endeavoured to ascertain 
the feelings of our Government by observing to Colonel Macpherson that, as the Chief of Perak 
could offer little opposition and owing to its tin mines, the country if properly governed would 
prove extremely valuable, he felt assured that Siam would be quite prepared to unite with 
England and seize it with the view of its being divided between them. Colonel Macpherson of 
course contented himself with remarking that the question was one which it was beyond his 
province to discuss and that if the Siamese had any proposition to make, it must be submitted 
through the proper channel; at the same time, with reference to our engagements with Perak, he 
could not suppose that any proposal for subverting the government of that State would be 
favourably received. 

The Rajah never again broached the subject, though he doubtless communicated the purport of 
Colonel Macpherson’s reply to the Court at Bangkok. I should have forwarded Mr Logan’s 
communication officially but he requested that it might be considered a confidential document 
though he had no objection to its contents being made known to higher authority. I shall of 
course keep a careful watch upon the movements of the Siamese, so as to be able to give timely 
notice in case of any measures prejudicial to our interests being in contemplation. 

Sd O C 

C Hathaway Esqre. M D. 

Private Secy: H.E. the Viceroy 

Précis of a letter to Sir H Grant C.in C. Madras Army d/14th Febry 1864 



Mentions that Major Hilliard, at present attached to the P.W.D. and employed at Pinang having 
stated that he had applied to him (the C.in C.) to be permitted to do duty with the 35th M.N.I. at 
Pinang with a view to succeeding to the command on the departure of Major Froeedar, it is only 
fair to Major Hilliard to mention that he will lose his appointment merely on account of a 
reduction in his Department and not through any fault of his own. Intimates that he has requested 
the Supreme Govt to employ him again in the P.W.D. but understands that he would prefer 
serving in a Military capacity. Mentions that his nephew is still at Sarawak whether {where?} he 
has forwarded to him a letter from his brother enclosing one from the Secy to the late Viceroy. 

Sd O C 

Précis of a letter d/15/2/64 to Sir R Schomburgk. 

In reply to his letters of the 28th Novr and 27th Janry does not consider that a railroad across the 
Isthmus of Kra would be a successful undertaking as the time and expenses of transhipping cargo 
would probably counterbalance the advantage to be gained by avoiding the Straits of Malacca. A 
ship canal might possibly answer but this would entirely depend upon the outlay required for the 
construction of the work, the nature of the Country though which it would have to pass, and the 
Establishment necessary to keep the canal in working order. Has heard nothing lately of the 
Ex.Sultan of Linga who has passed through Moar to Pahang. Considers that Inchi Wan Ahmed 
would if left to himself endeavour to conciliate our Govt. Mentions the movements of the 
"Alabama". 

Sd O C 

15/2/64 

d/15/2/64 

Précis of a letter to Governor Calaghan at Labuan 

Forwards two letters to his address and a third for the Sultan of Sooloo which he hopes he will be 
able to forward. 

Sd O C 

  

Extract from a letter to Captain Fraser B.E. d/23/2/64 

I have this moment received your letter of the 21st and as the Steamer is about to start have only 
time to write a few lines in reply. I hope that I shall find you at Singapore on my return from this 
{Station?} which will be early next month as I hope in the course of ensuing week to accomplish 
all my tours of inspection into the Different districts. 



I have hear nothing further about the Lighthouse. The amount of the Estimate has however been 
duly included in our Budget for 1864/65. In my first letter on the subject I recommended that a 
communication should be made to the Trinity Board {House?} to ascertain how the screw piled 
lighthouses under their charge have answered. Some have been in existence upward of 20 years 
so that the effect of the action of the water upon the iron core of its principal points, upon which 
we needed information, must have been discovered ere this. The Torch Lt. Vessel will not last 
more than another {year?} so that it is time the question should be decided. 

Précis of a letter to Col Macpherson R C Pinang d/8/3/64 

Considers there were some grounds for his misconception in the Sehar Ikan Mati Swamp 
business. Points out that he ought not to have given Logan a copy of the letter to his address. 
Returns the letter from the R.C. Missionary. States that he may have the wood if it is really 
intended for the erection of a church. Approves of the modified rates of charges for timber 
cutting and desires him to report the matter officially. Mentions that Mayne cannot meet 
Chasserian’s wishes with respect to making the canal in his land navigable for boats as the 
difference of cost would be more than $1,000 but the cutting necessary for the drainage will be 
duly completed. Mentions that Quinton or Leathall will be sent to Pinang to overhaul his Survey 
office shortly. Enquires whether he has a Register of cutting papers issued. Was glad to hear of 
the success of his application to Che Juga Ibrahim 

(insert) 

No 

Secret To 

J M 

Secretary Political and Secret Department 

Sir 

In reply to your Letter, dated 11th January 1864, I have the honor to state for the information of 
the Right Hon’ble the Secretary of State for India that all the vessels of the Anglo-Chinese fleet, 
which touched at Singapore, had left for Bombay previous to its receipt; the remainder of the 
Squadron has proceeded to England. 

7th March O C 

1864 

(end of insert) 

March 8th 1864 



My dear Scott 

I hope you will excuse the delay in answering your note. I most fully approve of the proposals 
made at the meeting of the Committee and trust that they may be carried into effect, for I am sure 
that, if acted upon, the efficiency of the Corps will be materially increased and the Singapore 
Volunteers really have some claim to be considered a Regiment. By allowing all classes, as in 
Calcutta, to join our ranks there is apparently no reason why our members upon Parade should 
not swell to at least 200 so as to admit of the Corps being divided into four Companies. 

Believe me 

Yours sincerely 

Sd/ Orfeur Cavenagh 

To Lt Scott 

Adjt Singapore Volunteers 

Secret 

To the Secy to the Govt of India For: Dept: d/11th March/1864 

Sir 

In acknowledging receipt of your office despatch No 3 of the 17th Ultimo I have the honor to 
state that the whole of the Vessels belonging to the Anglo-Chinese Squadron have left these seas 
and proceeded either to England or Bombay. 

Sd O C 

Précis of a letter to Lieut Warden I.N. d/13th March 1864 

In reply to his letter of the 1st Ult informs him that his name will be registered for employment as 
Harbour Master at Pinag 

Lieut Warden I.N. 

Care of Edmund Warden Esqre 

P & O Agent Shanghai 

Précis of a letter to T Anderson Esqre Supdt Botanical Gardens Calcutta 

Thanks him for the Wardian case of Rose trees and mentions that he does not consider Mount 
Ophir a good site for the planting of Chinchona owing to the want of a sufficiently 



Large plateau. 

Sd O C 

  

  

  

Government House 

Singapore 

16th March 64 

My dear Sir 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 27th Janry. Dr Scott not being 
in the service of Govt I have had no means of making myself officially acquainted with his 
professional qualifications and should not therefore feel justified in expressing any opinion on 
the subject. I would however observe that under the present constitution of the Medical 
Department in the Straits, the Senior Surgeon, who is also in executive charge at Singapore, 
exercises over the Medical Officers at the other Stations, as well as over his immediate 
subordinate, the Assistant Surgeon attached to the General Hospital, the same powers of 
supervision and control as held by Deputy Inspectors General, and his appointment is moreover 
the only prize to which his juniors can look forward as the reward for long service in the 
Settlement. Hence it would be manifestly unjust to confer it upon an uncovenanted Servant who 
would thus at once be placed over the heads of Commissioned officers of several years standing 
and with whom, as regards Medical knowledge, he could not certainly claim to more than an 
equality. 

Should Dr Scott be desirous of entering the Govt Service, it appears to me that it would be but 
right to require him in the first instance to fill a subordinate office and not to appoint him to so 
responsible a post as the Local Head of a Department. 

Sd O C 

C. Hathaway Esqre M.D. 

Private Sec. to the Viceroy 

Précis of a letter to Sir R Schomburgk Bangkok d/Spore 19th March 1864 

In reply to his letter of 17th Ult hopes that he received his letter regarding the isthmus of Kra. 
Mentions that the Telegraph question has been referred hom. Was not surprised to hear of the 



result of Mr Read’s interview with the foreign Minister at Paris. Fears there is little chance of 
any redress being obtained as respects the Treaty with the ruler of Cambodia. Gives him the 
trends of the Home news by last Mail and mentions that Mr Alabaster passed though on his way 
to China. 

Sd O C 

Précis of a letter to Sergeant Farrell d/21st/3/64 

In reply to his letter of the 18th January fears that there is little chance of his being able to obtain 
any addition to his pension owing to the time that has elapsed since he left the service. Should he 
wish to memorialise Govt on the subject he should do so though the Home Government, and 
though there is little chance of its proving successful, permits him to refer to him (Col Cavenagh) 
as his Comg officer during the scrutiny {Mutiny?} and he would be glad to support his claim or 
to interest himself in his behalf. Mentions that he considers that his conduct during 1857/58 was 
very good indeed. Sd O C 

Précis of a letter to Col Macpherson R C Pinang d/25/3/64 

Returns the paper sent with many thanks. Considers that matters have been woefully 
mismanaged on the Peninsula. Trusts that the boundary position at Malacca will soon be settled. 
Mentions that he will receive an official to make full enquiries regarding the relations of Acheen 
with the neighboring countries. With respect to the demand made upon our subjects by the Rajah 
of Quedah’s officers desires him to mention to the Rajah that he had heard of the matter and any 
repetition would be taken serious notice of. With regard to the Byan Lepas Hill wishes him to 
make advance and receive the money by the sale of the surplus land. Is of opinion that the Dy 
Comr of Police should be located at Butterworth. Intimates that he has written to Calcutta about 
his son. 

Sd O C 

Précis of a letter to Captain Playfair R C Malacca d/25/3/64 

Desires him to send up the convicts who ran amuck the other day to Singapore if his warrant will 
admit of it. Also reminds him of the Ooloo Batang Malacca boundary question. 

Sd O C 

My dear Sir Richard 

I have the pleasure to return Mr West’s note. His name has been duly entered on my list but in 
the event of the Transfer, the nomination of officers to the Local Corps will rest entirely with the 
War Office or Horse Guards, and the Local Govt. would have no voice in the matter. I also send 
the copy of a communication made to Mr Braddell in reply to my application submitted through 
him by the relatives of a person deceased to be allowed to retain their own Counsel for the 
Prosecution. As it is the duty of the Crown Counsel to conduct such Prosecution it appeared to 



me that he could not permit a duty for the performance of which he is responsible to devolve 
upon any other member of the Bar and that all that I could sanction would be availing himself of 
any assistance in the way of obtaining evidence etc. that might be afforded him. To this I 
imagine there can be no objection tho’ of course I shall be happy to be guided by your opinion 
on the point. 

Sd O C 

25/3/64 

The Hon Sir R McCausland 

5/4/64 

My dear Lewis 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 28th Ult. I am afraid it will be 
quite out of my power in making arrangements to fill poor Leathall’s vacancy to provide for your 
son, as it is necessary that his successor should be a duly competent Surveyor and none of the 
Juniors in the Dept are qualified for the Post. Hence it will be requisite to obtain a person either 
from India or England and I have already written to the Surveyor General of India on the subject. 
I am very sorry to hear of the injury that has been inflicted by the drought at Pinang etc. 

W T Lewis Esqre Sd O C 

Précis of a letter to Col R Macpherson R C Pg. D/8th April 1864 

In reply to his letters of the 29th and 31st Ultimo informs him that Govt has lost about $1,800 by 
the Farms, monthly. Thinks there must have been some understanding amongst the competitors. 
Mentions that the letters from Assahan and Battu Barra have been forwarded to India but does 
not consider that much will be done in the matter unless it is taken up in the House. Is going to 
send the "Pluto" to Pinang toward the end of the month with instructions to run along the 
Sumatra Coast. Is of opinion that it would be an advantage to revise our boundary with Quedah 
but does not think the Supreme Govt would sanction the question being mooted. Intimates that 
the Central Committee are awaiting his Scholarship Exam papers. Returns the letter from Brother 
Sotharie and mentions that he has no power to sanction a grant for building purposes. 

Sd O C 

Wedneday 13th April 

My dear Sir Richard 

With reference to the remarks contained in your charge the other day I hope you will not 
consider me travelling beyond my province in mentioning that I believe it has been ruled 
(Rawlins v Ellis 16 Mason and Wellesley’s Reports page 172) that the Statute 29 Ch: 2nd C.7 



does not prohibit the execution of Police Warrants on Sunday it being held that breaches of the 
Peace as exempted under the Act included constructive as well as actual breaches of the Peace 
and that the 6th Section merely referred to Civil Process. I do not know whether this decision was 
given prior or subsequent to an authority you quotes but perhaps you may have the power of 
ascertaining. As well as I can remember however a case occurred in England about 1835/36 in 
which smugglers were seized by a Revenue cruiser on a Sunday. The case is impressed upon my 
memory from the fact of Mr Thorn, a madman who styled himself William Courtenay having 
asserted that he was near the spot when the smugglers were captured and that the tubs they were 
seen to throw overboard had been floating about before they reached the neighborhood. He was 
tried for the perjury and sentenced to imprisonment at the Maidstone Assizes. 

I have thought it right to mention this that if you should consider the Police to have been in error 
you may not at all events suppose that they have acted entirely without caution. The question of 
making arrests on Sundays was mooted some time back and referred to the Advocate General, a 
copy of his opinion being forwarded to the Commissioners for their guidance. 

Sd O C 

12/4/64 

The Hon Sir R B McCausland 

Précis of a letter to Sir R Schomburgk d/14/4/64 

Does not consider that the right of Siam to suzerainty over Kalantan and Tringanu will be again 
brought under consideration until the treaty is revised. Mentions that the Ex.Sultan of Lingga is 
in Pahang on not very friendly terms with the Bandahara. Hopes that he will go to his former 
protectors, the Dutch. Presumes the Court at Bangkok will not again meddle with the Peninsula. 
Hopes he received the letters regarding the Isthmus of Kra. 

Sd O C 

Précis of a note to Sir R McCausland d/15/4/64 

Forwards the copy of Judge Advocate’s opinion regarding arrests on Sunday and mentions that 
perhaps it will be well to allow Col Macpherson to adjourn the Court at Pinang should Sir 
Benson Maxwell not return in time to open it. 

Sd O C 

M P 

My dear Sir Richard 

I am afraid the office is closed but I will not fail to send you a copy of the Advocate General’s 
opinion tomorrow. As you had stated in your charge that you considered the case of the assault 



on the Police ought to have been decided by the Magistrate and not submitted to the higher 
Tribunal, and in his report on the different cases to be brought before the Sessions Mr Braddell 
had previously expressed a somewhat similar opinion, I thought it right on Mr Dunman’s 
representation to permit a nolle prosequi to be entered, the more especially as I could not 
approve of a large body of Police attempting when in disguise to make arrests and then 
{thus?}perhaps lead the offenders to offer resistance. I am of course aware that at times disguise 
is absolutely necessary, but then this disguise should be of such a nature that it can be easily 
thrown off on the necessary force ? ? {being used?}. 

Sd O C 

14th/4/64 

To Sir R McCausland 

Singapore 20th April/64 

My dear Quinton 

I trust you will excuse the delay in answering your letter of the 4th Instant which has been 
occasioned by my having been very busy when I received it. 

I should be very happy to be of assistance to Mr Pasley. At the same time I should not feel 
justified in appointing to the post of surveyor any person who had not a practical knowledge of 
the duties of the post, and this I gather is not the case as regards your brother-in-law, as you 
merely allude to his being a good mathematician and draughtsman. 

At present I have no one on my list qualified for the appointment and have written to the 
Surveyor General in India to enquire whether he knows of any one likely to be suited for the 
berth, mentioning the qualifications that would be required. 

Sd/O C 

D Quinton Esqre 

My dear Playfair 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 6th Instant. Since I last wrote 
to you I have seen a map published by ? subsequent to the conclusion of the last Treaty with 
Johole in which three hills ? Ooloo Batang Malacca and Bukit Pangoor are distinctly shewn 
though not named and the Boundary line, as supposed by Mr. Ibbetson, is drawn through the one 
most inland and I have little doubt that both by the British and Johole Authorities it was intended 
that the whole of the hill should be within our territories. 

I now send you for reference a copy of the Letter despatched by Mr. Ibbetson with the Treaty to 
the Chief of Johole, from which as well as the previous correspondence you will find that no 



alteration was to be made as regards the Boundary in the direction of Batang Malacca but only as 
regards that to the Northward so as to exclude Gaminchi. 

You will also observe that the Chief was requested to render assistance in defining the boundary 
so as to avoid future disputes. If that request was complied with, then the boundary must have 
been clearly marked out and no change can now be made. If it was not, then we ought to 
ascertain what the old Boundary was. In the letter the word Batang Malacca only is used and we 
have the interpretation put upon the word Ooloo by the person by whom the Treaty was signed, 
as well as the reference to the former Boundary, so that I think we should be wrong, merely upon 
the result of your recent investigation, to withdraw the frontier line.  

I should therefore wish you to send a copy of Mr. Ibbetson’s letter, of which I fancy there is a 
translation in your office,to the Chief of Johole and ask him to depute an officer or to come 
himself to define the boundary alluded to by Mr. Ibbetson, in order that you may have proper 
frontier pillars put up and thus all room for future doubt effectually removed. 

I am glad to hear that your Chinese rows have ended peaceably. You were quite right to dismiss 
the Police Interpreter as no active member of any Society should be allowed to remain in the 
government Service. 

I dare say you will experience a little difficulty at first with regard to the Municipal Assessment. 
It was fortunate that I insisted upon the insertion of the last clause in the Land Act, so as to make 
it clear that the Assessment was perfectly distinct from the Govt Revenue. I dare say Tuan Beran 
will find it advisable at last to give way. 

By your official received this morning I notice that you have just purchased another annuity. I 
fancy this will be the last for some time though, if the annuitants were wise, they would not fail 
to sell now that the money market is so tight. They will not have so good an opportunity again 
for many a long day. 

Boyd has been sent back after getting a good jobation as he has applied for his Pension and we 
can no longer obtain the services of a man from the effective supernumeraries. I think you had 
better submit an application for an increase of pay to the overseer of convicts so as to include a 
sum about equal to that Boyd receives with his Military pay making it a consolidated salary. This 
may perhaps enable us to secure the services of a good man. 

Have you made any enquiries as to the probability of our being able to obtain Tringanu sheep 
and to dispose of the few remaining Bengal ones? 

By the bye I should wish you to furnish amongst the annual papers a report as to the result of the 
Experiments, pointing out as far as possible the reasons of its having proved a failure.  

I forget whether I mentioned to you that I had heard from one of the members of the Indian 
Council that he believed any officer who chose to remain in the Straits would be permitted to 
detain {retain} all his rights as an Indian officer and be considered as still serving in India. 



Sd O C 

M P 

Captain Playfair R.C. Malacca 

Extract from a letter to Col Macpherson R C Pinang d/22nd April 1864 

Leveson told me the other day that Netscher had mentioned that the correspondence between 
Lord John Russell and the Authorities at the Hague had been brought to a satisfactory 
conclusion, the English Ministry declaring that, provided the Ports were left free as at present 
and no additional or unequal duties imposed, there was no objection to the Dutch bringing the 
whole of Sumatra under subjection, and that we should not interfere, and that in consequence of 
this declaration five Residents were about to be appointed for Employment on the East Coast. If 
this is true, the Merchants at Pinang should lose no time in trying to bring the matter before the 
House, for although the Ports may be perfectly free, there may be Government Monopolies and 
out trade may be interfered with in many ways.  

Under the new interventions system now ordered there can be little doubt that our trade will 
gradually dwindle away. I haven ot failed to place a very strong opinion on the subject on record, 
so that it cannot be said that there has been any want of information afforded by the Local 
Authorities. 

With regard to the Quedah gentleman, it is time that he should understand that continued 
disregard of his Treaty obligations will not be passed over and it is advisable that you should 
write to him pointing out that although he is bound to seize and make over to us all offenders that 
may take refuge in our {his?} territories, he has for a long time failed to do so and consequently 
it will be your duty to bring the matter to my notice, when in all probability you will be 
instructed to discontinue the payment of his monthly allowance. This perhaps will bring him to 
his senses. 

By the bye you have never I think answered my question about the Pensions given to the family 
of the late Bandahara of Quedah. It was granted in 1822 and I should imagine that all the widows 
and the must have died ere long. This and the pension was not intended for their descendants in 
perpetuity. 

I hope that the tables for the Princess of Wales are progressing favourably. 

Sd O C 

M P 

My dear Sir Richard 

I have the pleasure to enclose for your perusal a Petition addressed by the wife of a Prisoner, La 
Ah Keat, now undergoing sentence of transportation, to the Governor General, and shall be much 



obliged by your kindly letting me know whether in your opinion there were any circumstances 
connected with the man’s case that would render him deserving of any consideration. I observe, 
by the Administration Report, that the injured party was the reputed head of a Hooey and 
therefore presume that the Culprit belonged to a Rival Society. 

Sd O C 

Sir R B McCausland 



Private Letter Book 

Volume IX 

From the 26th April 1864 

To the 3rd November 1864 

26/4/64 

My dear Mr Ibbetson 

I trust you will kindly excuse my not answering your letter of the 12th Inst by the "River". I had 
fully intended doing so but I was so busy getting off my official despatches that I had little 
leisure for other correspondence. It would I can ssure you afford me much pleasure to be of any 
assistance to your son, at the same time with the limited patronage at my disposal I may 
experience some difficulty in meeting your wishes. 

I do not know whether he would be desirous of accepting an appointment as Dy Commissioner 
of Police, the office to which candidates for employment are now as a general rule nominated in 
the first Instance, whilst he would hardly be qualified from the want of legal training to 
undertake the duties of a Magistrate until he had served his probation in the lower grade and 
made himself fully acquainted with the different Acts and Regulations specified in the 
Government order for the guidance of candidates issued in 1859 or 1860, of which Col 
Macpherson will I am certain be glad to give you a copy. 

The question regarding the boundary still remains undecided, as it appears now that the Range is 
sometimes considered as three hills, viz Rambow, Ooloo Batang Malacca and Pungoor, and that 
the second instead of being the most inland is the center of the group. We have however found a 
letter of your to the chief of Johole which will be of use as you specially allude to our retaining 
the old boundary and ask him to send some people to mark it out. Now if it was once defined 
there can be no further doubt about the matter. 

Sd O C 

27/4/64 

R Ibbetson Esqre 

Précis of a letter to Col Macpherson R C Pinang d/27/4/64 

Mentions that the pamphlet attached to the Educational Memo will be sent to him per "Pluto". 
Intimates that almost all our schools are to be considered as private institutions receiving grants 
in aid and under Govt. Inspection. Schools in the Province as {are?} Government Schools for a 
special purpose. Only requires one set of returns which will suffice for the Supreme Govt and 
Administration Report. Will be inclined to make the Dy Commissioner of Police a 



Commissioner at Pinang, where Mr. W. may have a little more experience and has passed his 
examination. Will speak to Capt Mayne about the Police Tharmah. Considers that when the 
Commission to report on the boundary at Kra is assembled it might be as well to get there 
{them?} to revise the Province Wellesley Frontiers. Hopes the convicts who escaped to Patain 
{Patani?} will be discovered {recovered?} and their abettors punished. "Pluto" will leave on the 
3rd. 

Sd O C 

The Hon Col Macpherson R C Pinang 

My dear Sir Richard 

I have the pleasure to return with many thanks the papers you kindly sent me connected with the 
case of See Ah Keat. The petition which by the bye is I think still with you does not appear one 
deserving of consideration. 

Sd / O C 

30/4/64 

Sir Richard McCausland 

Précis of a letter to Sir R Schomburgk 1/5/64 

Regrets to hear of his illness. Is not surprised to hear of the Siamese being uneasy about the 
intentions of the French in their neighborhood. Does not consider that France will care to go to 
war with Siam. Had not before heard of the Boundary Commission and thinks that the Province 
Wellesley Boundary might be at the same time more clearly defined. Hears that Mr Read has 
been disappointed with the result of his mission as agent for Siam. etc. 

Sd O C 

M P 

3/(5)/64 

My dear Greathed 

As it is not unlikely that the Report on the Defence of the Straits prepared by the Commission of 
which I was a member may be forwarded to your office for the consideration of H.R.H. the C.in 
C. I write these few lines to disabusey our mind of any idea the perusal of the Report might lead 
you to form that I am an advocate for the retention in regular Corps of Native Commissioned 
Officers. {In?} The Corps of Irregular Cavalry, where it is the object to secure the services of 
Native Gentlemen as Squadron and Troop leaders, native Officers are indispensable. However as 
a political measure it is advisable to leave an opening for the services of the Old Families who 



may be anxious {desirous?} of entering upon a Military career but in a Regiment composed of 
the Classes of which the Straits Local Corps is likely to be formed. 

Native Officers in my opinion are unnecessary and it would be better to abolish the grade, and 
with the saving thus effected, improve the condition of Native Non Comd. Officers and perhaps 
add one or 2 subalterns to the European Element. The question however to be considered is how 
far the abolition of the rank of Subadar and Jemadar might affect the necessity for the Regiment 
And prevent the services of good men being secured and from want of much acquaintance with 
the character of the navy, hubi Seikh being somewhat doubtful on this point, I thought it 
advisable in calculating the expense of the Corps to be guided by the Return received from the 
finance Committee. 

I observe that the Parliamentary Comee have reported against the legality of the Staff Corps. I 
must confess I more (neither?} thought the scheme likely to conduce to economy or efficiency 
whilst I felt convinced it would cause much dissatisfaction. 

Sd O C 

Lt Col Greathed C.B> 

Asst Mil Secy 

H.R.H the C.in C. 

Précis of a letter to Col Macpherson R.C.Pinang d/6th May 1864 

Fears the news about the approval by the Home Govt of Dutch on the E. Coast of Sumatra is too 
true. Hopes that the official orders regarding Queday will have a beneficial effect. Considers that 
the recipients of the Quedah Bandahara’s wives’ pension must be very old woman {women}. On 
their demise the pension will lapse. Intimates that the Hospl at Pulo Jerajah is not under the Chief 
Engineer and Bennett will only have anything to do with it as Supdt of Convicts, the 
arrangement of the building etc. rests with the Committee. Encloses a Bill for $40 for his subn to 
the Tables. Considers that if he can get 2 handsome tables ready made it would be better than 
delaying for others. Will appoint Presgrade an honorary Magistrate but this will in no way render 
it incumbent upon him to give him an appointment and his claims would hereafter be only taken 
into consideration with those of other candidates. Considers him right in the view he has taken 
regarding the Royalty charge at Larroot. Regrets to hear Logan has made such little progress 
with the drainage scheme. Desires him to thank Lewis for his offer to act as Sitting Magistrate. 
etc. 

Sd O C 

7/5/64 

My dear Baningarten {Baumgarten?} 



I have the pleasure to return the papers you left with me the other day. I find that I was mistaken 
in supposing that the order regarding the one third increase to Clerks when travelling on circuit 
was a general one. It is a special order applicable only to the clerks of the Governor. On referring 
to the old records I find that not only was the table money of the Registrar and his clerk formerly 
paid by Govt. but also that of the Govr and any other Public officer travelling on duty. This rule 
has however been cancelled and the only order I can discover on the subject is that contained in 
the Supreme Govt. order No 1002 d/14th May 1860 which is applicable to all classes. The order 
you will find in our Gazette No 137 d/28th Sept 1861. 

Sd O C 

11/5/64 

C Baningarten Esqre 

Registrar 

Précis of a letter to Captain Playfair R C Malacca d/27th May 1864 

Considers him right in endeavouring to punish the murderers of the Chinese hawkers. Thinks 
however that they cannot be tried in our Court as it would not appear that they are British 
subjects. Regrets he missed seeing the Punghulu of Johole as some arrangement might have been 
made about the boundary line at Batang Malacca. Desires him to write to the Punghulu to 
propose a revision of the Boundary line and to mention to him that Masonry pillars will be 
erected to mark the boundary. Fears that any appeal about his pay will be useless as the decision 
is by the Supreme Govt not the Civil Paymaster. Will direct Captain Mayne to send up orders 
regarding the commencement of land works. Mentions that the revised Survey Establishment has 
been received from India. 

Sd O C 

Précis of a letter to the Hon Col. Macpherson R C Pinang 

Acknowledges the receipt of his Education Report. Mentions that he will probably be in Pinang 
on the 24th Inst. Does not think that Col Man will be back before September. Will take up the 
question of the Rajah of Quedah on arrival at Pinang. Is glad to hear that he has secured two 
handsome tables to accompany the large one. Supposes young Maxwell will be appointed as 
Senior Sworn Clerk. Is not at all sure that Plunkett will obtain leave to Europe as Rose does not 
appear to consider such extended leave necessary and will not countersign the certificate until he 
has visited Pinang. Mentions that until Waller passes his Examination it is useless his expecting 
promotion. Thinks that perhaps Allen would be the person best suited to act as Magistrate. 
Suggests that some of the Chinese Special Constables petition Govt for legislation in regard to 
Hooeys. Enquires whether Mr Brown of the "Mohr" would be fit to take command of her. If so 
Mr Thorn might be transferred to the "Tonze". Mr Wiseham is about to obtain Sick Leave and 
should Mr Brown be available he might be appointed to act, and the Engineer of the "Tonze" 
which will have to be docked for repairs be temporarily attached to the "Mohr". Does not think 



that the Chief of Larroot can be interfered with. Does not expect the Transfer Bill will be brought 
on in the House this Session. Will apply for the services of Sergt Wilkinson to the Madras Govt. 

Sd O C 

M P 

Précis of a letter to Mr Callaghan Governor of Labuan d/1st June 1864 

Thanks him for his d/21st April. Mentions that the "Rainbow" instead of the "Pluto" is to effect 
the Labuan reinforcement. Recommends him not to send away all his guns and stores as 
Orientals have a great dread of these and the knowledge of his having even 2 available might be 
beneficial both in the case of a disturbance among his convicts or should there be any chance of 
external attack. Mentions the reports that the transfer is to take place on the 1st Janry 1865. 

Sd O C 

1/6/64 

Singapore 

5th June 1864 

My dear Mackinon 

I write these few hurried lines to mention that an appointment under me has just fallen vacant 
which it is possible may suit Matthew and which I should be very glad to confer upon him. It is 
the situation of Surveyor at Malacca. The salary is Rs 400 per mensem with a prospect of rising 
eventually to the post of Surveyor General of which the salary is now Rs 720 and will probably 
be increased to that of 800 Rs per mensem. 

It would of course be necessary for Matthew to procure a certificate from the gentleman under 
whom he has been trained that he is perfectly qualified to conduct a survey. It should run as 
follows. I hereby certify that _________ possesses a good knowledge of the use of the Prismatic 
Compass, Chains, Theodolite and Levelling Instruments including the adjustments of the 2 latter. 
That he is perfectly competent to survey with the chain only, with the Prismatic Compass and 
Chain, and with the theodolite and chain, also to survey and take sections with the Y level and 
with Troughton & Simm’s level, including in any case keeping field books, plotting and 
finishing the drawing. If he can furnish the above certificate and you think that the appointment 
is one that he would wish to accept, on the receipt of your answer I will at once Gazette him and 
he might be out here in Septr or Octr. 

As there is every probability of the Straits being transferred to the charge of the Colonial Office 
it would of course be advisable for you before making up your mind on the subject to wait upon 
the permanent Under Secy, Sir F Rodgers {Rogers}, and mention that the offer had been made, 
and ascertain whether there would be any objection to its being accepted. At present the 



patronage of the Settlement is entirely in my hands but after the transfer it will remain with the 
Secy of State so that it would be right to ascertain his wishes on the subject. 

Sd/ O C 

3/6/64 

C Mackinon Esqre 

Bengal Retired List 

Care of Smith Elder & Co 

45 Pall Mall 

London 

Govt House 

Singapore 

5th June 1864 

My dear Sir 

As there is apparently every reason to believe that the transfer of the Straits Settlement to the 
charge of the Colonial Office will in all probability take place on the 1st January next I deem it 
my duty to mention for the information of the Rt Hon the Secy of State that, consequent on the 
state of the money market owing to the severe financial pressure which the Mercantile 
Community at this Station is now labouring, at the recent sale of the Excise Farms, there was 
little or no competition, and the Revenue has therefore sustained an annual loss to the extent of 
£4,000 and for the period of 3 years, the term for which the Forms {Farms} are disposed of. 

As the Forms {Farms} at Pinang are to be sold next year, and as far as I have been able to 
ascertain, there is every prospect of a considerable rise in the amount thus realized, it is quite 
possible that the previous calculations as {of?} the general Revenue of the Settlement may be in 
no way deranged by the falling off at Singapore. So long however as a doubt may exist on this 
head, it is probable that the Home Govt may be desirous of effecting a reduction of expenditure, 
in which case I trust I may be pardoned for suggesting that in the proposed scale of 
Establishment there are one or two new appointments for which there is no immediate necessity, 
and which perhaps it might therefore be advisable to delay filling up until a full assurance can be 
given as to the finances of the Colony being perfectly able to meet the additional expense that 
would be thereby entailed. 

The appointments to which I particularly refer are the Judges of the Small Cause Court at 
Singapore and the Auditor General. The present Commissioner of the Court of Requests is quite 



competent to adjudicate in all cases as {of?} which the matters in dispute may not exceed fifty 
dollars in value, and by extending his jurisdiction to that sum (its limit is now Thirty-two dollars) 
the requisite relief would be afforded to the Higher Court. In preparing the revised Letters Patent 
for reconstituting the Court it would be, I presume, merely necessary to make the order for 
Establishing as proposed a Small Cause Court with jurisdiction up to 300 dollars permissive and 
not compulsory, or indeed the whole question of the revision of the Letters Patent might for a 
time be postponed. 

The Colonial Secretary if allowed, as at present, the assistance of the Governor’s Secy as his Dy., 
might without difficulty discharge the duties of Auditors. Even now all contingent Bills, as well 
as all Bills connected with the Marine and convict Departments, are audited in the Secretary’s 
office, where also are prepared all Budget Estimates and other Annual Financial Statements. A 
small additional Establishment of Clerks would of course be needed to check the Mily. 
Expenditure, which is now audited by the Madras Authorities and debited against the Straits. 

In addition to the two above mentioned officers two Student Interpreters might also in the first 
instance be dispensed with. In fact under any circumstances it would hardly be advisable to send 
out 3 Student Interpreters together as the Straits Service is too small to admit of many vacancies, 
and there might be some difficulty in providing for three aspirants if they all passed their 
examination about the same time. 

Trusting that my desire to place the Right Hon’ble the Secretary of State in a position to form a 
just opinion as to the financial condition of the Straits Settlement may plead as my excuse for 
addressing you on the subject. 

I remain etc. 

Sd/ O C 

To 

Sir Frederic Rogers 

Under Secretary 

Colonial Office 

Madam 

In reply to your letter d/28th March 1864 I regret to have the painful task of informing you of the 
death of your Husband which sad event occurred at the General Hospital at this Station on the 
15th Janry 1864. 

It appears from the Report of the Medical Attendant that he had been long ill and had on several 
previous occasions been admitted into the Hospital for treatment. 



Sd/ O C 

To 

Mrs Marion Bird 

63 Devon Street 

London Road 

Licerpool 

Direct Commissions 

Singapore 6th June 1864 

Sir 

In returning herewith duly filled up the paper received with your letter______ d/9th April 1864, I 
have the honor to request the favor of your expressing my thanks to H.R.H. the Field Marshall 
Commander in Chief for the favourable consideration he has been pleased to accord to my 
application for a Commission by purchase for my son. 

Sd O C 

Major Gl Forster R A 

Military Secretary 

Horse Guards 

Précis of a letter to Lt Col Macpherson R C Pg d/8/6/64 

Mentions that the Mans talked of delaying their departure till 20th June. States that he has been 
applied to regarding his (Col McP) services and has applied {replied?} that they are required in 
the Civil Dept. Intimates that he has postponed his departure for Pg to the 1st Prox. Hopes his 
Annual Returns will all arrive by the Mail. Informs him that a protest has been sent in against his 
retrenchment. Points out that under the Charter Rodyk cannot make any appointment without the 
approval of the Court. 

Sd/ O C 

Précis of a letter to H.E. T F Callaghan Esqre Governor of Labuan d/13/6/64 

Forwards him a letter received from the Foreign Office. Presumes that the Straits will be 
transferred on the 1st Janry. Supposes that some arrangement will have to be made with the 



Madras Government and enquires whether he has ever thought of organizing a small police 
Force of 50 men for the protection of his Jail and Treasury which might enable him to reduce his 
Military to one company again. Enquires whether he still wants a Jailer as there is a man here, a 
Mr Hubbard, who bears a good character. Enquires the amount of the salary of the appt. 

Sd/ O C 

Memorandum 

Great Britain has never sought extension of territory in the Eastern Archipelago. In exerting her 
legitimate influence, as the Paramount Power in this Quarter over the Malay States, she has been 
actuated solely by a sincere desire to preserve the general Peace and thus, by facilitating the 
diffusion of the blessings of civilization, to increase the happiness and prosperity of the 
neighbouring populations. If Siam is truly influenced by the same motive and will co-operate 
honestly and faithfully in the work of maintaining quiet and tranquillity throughout the 
Peninsula, the task will be easily accomplished. If on the contrary, with the view of enlarging her 
territory on {or?} her power, she may either directly or indirectly endeavour to foment strife and 
excite jealousies and angry feelings between the Native Chiefs, in the defence of her Commercial 
interests which might be thereby imperilled, Great Britain would, in all probability, be compelled 
to interfere and, for the consequences that might ensue, Siam alone would be held responsible. 

2. Under the operation of articles 11 and 14 of the Treaty of June 1826, confirmed by Article 1 of 
the Agreement of 1856, the States of Tringanu and Kalantan, as well as Perak, may be 
considered under the joint protection of Great Britain and Siam and the State of Salangore under 
the protection of Great Britain alone. 

3. This Protectorate, though clearly precluding any acts of aggression, with ulterior views, either 
on the part of Great Britain or Siam, upon the above mentioned States, has never been deemed a 
bar to a demand by either Power for redress for wrongs inflicted on its subjects or for any 
violation of the rights of neighbouring Chiefs, who may consider themselves entitled to appeal 
for aid in the maintenance of their position as Independent Rulers. 

4. Although, in making such a demand, it has not hitherto been considered obligatory upon the 
one power to communicate with the other, yet, it is clear that, under the provisions of their Treaty 
Engagements, they would be fully entitled to call upon one another for an explanation as to the 
causes which may have led to any interference with a State under their joint protection, and, 
equally clear, that the demand from the aggrieved Power must be strictly confined to 
compensation for the injury suffered or, in the case of any act of hostility towards a neighbouring 
State, to the restoration of Peace, and that, any attempt to seek other advantages would not be 
justifiable. 

5. Much future misconceptions might possibly be avoided by mutual understanding that, in every 
case in which one Power may consider that it has just cause for complaint against a Protected 
State, it should make the other fully acquainted with the circumstances therewith connected and 
allow ample time to admit of its offering its mediation, with the view to the amicable adjustment 
of the dispute, before adopting measures to obtain redress. 



6. The Chiefs of Johore and Pahang have hitherto considered themselves, to a certain extent, 
under the protection of Great Britain. Should they continue to do so, any unprovoked aggression 
upon those States would doubtless be resented. 

7. Quedah having been included amongst the Siamese Provinces specified in Article 10 of the 
Treaty of 1826, the Rajah has been looked upon more as a vassal of Siam than as an independent 
Chief. Consequent on the nature of the boundary, as at present recognised, it has never been 
distinctly defined, and the want of a properly organised system of Police in Quedah, of late years 
there have been constant complaints with respect to inroads into British territory by parties of 
Gang Robers and Smugglers, who were pursued, seek shelter across the frontier where they are 
allowed to concoct their nefarious schemes with perfect impunity. The Rajah has been frequently 
warned with regard to his neglect of duty as Ruler as respects the non prevention of such 
incursions into a friendly country, but as he is in receipt of a Pension of 10,000 Dollars from the 
British Government, and the threat of its withdrawal has generally been found to act as a salutary 
check, when due attention has not been paid to these warnings, it has not hitherto been deemed 
requisite to make any representations to the Siamese Authorities upon the subject, though, 
eventually, it may become necessary to do so. The village of Kotah on the By. Is a notorious 
resort of Smugglers and gamblers, it is of little value and in the event of the Quedah Rajah not 
feeling disposed to incur the expense of maintaining order amongst its inhabitants and preventing 
their becoming a nuisance to their neighbours, it might be thought advisable to allow a slight 
alteration of the frontier line, so as to bring them within the British boundary, when a strong 
party of Police would at once be established in the neighbourhood for their due coercion. 

8. Generally speaking there are but few cases of complaint against the chiefs of the other 
Siamese Provinces. There is however one charge brought against them, more especially against 
the Chief of Patani, which appears to be well founded, viz that of harbouring runaway Convicts. 
The matter has never yet been brought to the notice of the Court at Bangkok, an order from 
which would most probably lead to a discontinuance of the practice. 

Sd/ Orfeur Cavenagh Col 

Governor Straits Settlement 

Singapore  

17 June 1864 

To  

Sir Robert Schomburgk 

late Consul at Bangkok 

Singapore 

21st June 1864 



Dear Sir 

In acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 10th Ultimo I would again take the opportunity 
of tendering my sincere thanks for the kind manner in which you have expressed your views 
upon the subject of my proceedings in connection with the bombardment of the Sultan’s Fort at 
Tringanu. I trust I may be pardoned offering the following observations with regard to the 
position of the Governor of the Straits Settlement which may perhaps be deemed some slight 
justification for my having acted upon my own conviction instead of awaiting further orders. 

Owing partly to there being direct means of communication with Calcutta only once a month and 
partly possibly to the fact that as a general rule there is no member of the Supreme Government 
who is either acquainted with or interested in the Straits Settlement or our political relations with 
the Malay States, the duty of watching over our interests in the Peninsula has hitherto, as the 
official records will show, devolved almost entirely upon the Governor. No distinct line of policy 
has ever been marked out for his guidance and he has generally on {in?} any emergency been 
obliged to act to the best of his judgement, reporting his proceedings by the first opportunity.  

In acting as I did therefore I merely pursued the course that had been followed on several 
previous occasions, whilst the opinion that had been expressed by the Governror Gl in Council in 
Colonel Durand’s Despatch No 978 d/ 23rd October 1862 as to the propriety of compelling the 
removal of the Ex.Sultan of Linga and Inchi Wan Ahmed and punishing the Sultan of Tringanu 
seemed clearly to be my proper guide in determining my line of action, when it had become 
evident that the Court of Siam entertained no intention of fulfilling its promise. Had I then again 
referred to Bengal for orders, even supposing that my letter had been answered by the first 
opportunity, I could not possibly have received a reply before the end of December, by which 
time all hope of interfering with any success would have long passed away. The annexed extract 
from a letter d/23rd May 1862 addressed to the late lord Elgin will show that although not 
shrinking from accepting the responsibility attached to my office, I was most anxious to be 
furnished with instructions. 

Although the operations at Tringanu failed to lead to the immediate pacification of Pahang, I 
believe I am justified in stating that they have not been altogether devoid of success. The 
Siamese Court has been taught that the remonstrances of the Governor General of India are not 
to be disregarded if not treated with contempt {and?} with impunity, whilst amongst the Smaller 
States the respect for our power has materially increased and even the present Ruler of Pahang 
expresses his desire to act in accordance with our wishes and seeks our advice. Had it not been 
for the instigation of others, the authorities at Bangkok would never have attempted to question 
the perfect justice of our proceedings. 

In conclusion I need hardly state that in conformity with your instructions no exertion in my 
power shall be wanting to secure the preservation of the peace of the Peninsula. 

Sd/ O C 

To The Rt: Hon: 



Sir Charles Wood Bt G.C.B. 

Secy of State for India 

India Office 

Extract from Letter d/23rd May 1862(4) addressed to the late Viceroy and Governor General 

Your Lordship’s kindness in allowing me to allude to any matter connected with my own Govt 
emboldens me to remark on the want of any fixed line of policy with regard to our relations with 
the Native States. Since I have been in charge I have considered it my duty to encourage as far as 
possible the Chiefs to look to us for advice and assistance in the settlement of their petty 
disputes, to cause our Govt to be respected as the paramount power in the Malay Peninsula, and 
to maintain the general peace so as to afford no pretext for any Foreign European Interference. 
The Supreme Government has been pleased to approve generally of my proceedings. At the 
same time, I can discover no distinct rule for my guidance in this respect. Your Lordship will not 
I trust misunderstand me or consider that I shrink from any responsibility which must attach to 
my office. I should be undeserving of my position were such the case, but to a subordinate 
authority it must always be a satisfaction to feel that he is carrying out the general views of his 
superiors, and although when any emergency arises, he must act to the best of his own judgement 
and suffer for any error of which he may be guilty. And yet I forming that judgement he is much 
more likely to determine rightly when directed by some general principle than when merely 
reasoning on the merits of each individual case. I am happy to say that at present I have no 
reason to anticipate the occurrence of any event likely to give trouble. With the exception of 
some petty border disputes in Moar, the Peninsula appears free from disturbance and the Chiefs 
all well disposed. 

True Extract 

Sd/ O C 

True copies 

M P 

  

Précis of a letter to Captain Playfair R C Malacca d/22nd June 1864 

Regrets to hear that he is still suffering from his head and considers there will be no difficulty 
about granting him leave on Man’s return from England. Mentions that there has been some little 
trouble with his Returns and requests him in future to take the latest Administration Report as his 
guide in their preparation. Is sorry to hear that fighting has commenced over the frontier. 
Mentions that Mr Goddard is to do duty in the "Mohr" on his arrival in Malacca and Mr Brown 
is to do duty in the "Tonze" on her way down from Malacca to Singapore where he will be 
transferred to the "Pluto" to act as Chief Engineer. Intimates that should Sultan Ali give any 



trouble by offering encouragement to smugglers he will in all probability lose his pension and 
the saving will go to strengthen the Police Force. Should there be any difficulty with the People 
in Simpang Sirkam and Tedong mentions that he should request Quinton to carry on the survey 
of that district at once, and a commuted allowance will b e fixed instead of the tenths. Enquires 
whether he ascertained whether the Order in Council d/25th June 1828 containing the Land 
Regns was ever published and enforced at Malacca. 

Sd O C 

22/6/64 

Précis of a letter to Col Macpherson R C Pinang d/27/6/64 

Reminds him about sending down the "Mohr" to Malacca. Acknowledges the receipt of his 
Judicial Returns. Was glad to find that Netscher’s statement was not strictly correct. Mentions 
that Sir H Robinson has heard from the Colonial Office that the transfer is to take place on the 1st 
Janry. Mentions that the convicts on the hill are to be under the Supdt and not the P.W.D. No 
report yet received about mr Lewis’ appointment. Points out that it is necessary with a view to 
accuracy that one Return should be prepared and signed by both Mate and Commissioner of 
Police. Points out that he cannot be made Colonel in the Staff Corps until he has been 5 years 
Lieut Colonel. Will take up Larroot tin question at Pinang. Is glad to hear that the Sehar Ikan 
Mati works are progressing. 

29/6/64 

My dear Mr Knox 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your two letters of the 20th Instant for which I 
am much obliged. From what you say I fancy there is little prospect of our seeing the 2nd King at 
Singapore. I have however determined upon postponing my departure until the 5th Proximo so as 
to be here to receive him in the event of his really continuing his journey. Should I hear nothing 
further up to that date I shall conclude that His Majesty has abandoned the idea of visiting the 
Straits 

I am afraid the Siamese are, as you suppose, leaning on a broken reed if they trust to Mr. Read’s 
political influence for the restoration of Cambodia. It is a pity that they will not attend to your 
advice in the matter, although I am sure Mr. Read would not willingly deceive them. He is one of 
those sanguine men who are necessarily doomed to disappointment. 

Sir Robert Schomburgk left this {Station?} last Sunday having been detained at Singapore longer 
than he expected owing to the accident that occurred to the Machinery of the Mail Steamer. 
Upon the whole I think he improved a little thouigh he was evidently far from well and will not I 
presume ever venture out into the East again. 



I hope you will accept my best thanks for your kind invitation to visit Bangkok. I should be very 
glad to avail myself of it but at present I see little chance of my being able to get away from the 
Straits, the question of our transfer being still undecided. 

Sd O C 

T G Knox Esqre 

Offg H.M. Consul 

Bangkok 

Pg Augt 1st/64 

My dear Simons 

I have duly received the petition referred to in yours of the 24th Ultimo which I have forwarded 
to the Judge for his remarks, at the same time mentioning that I should be prepared to take the 
appeal into consideration provided he is of opinion that the case is one deserving of mercy. I 
have not yet been furnished with a copy of the evidence but this will be submitted. From the 
report that appeared in the papers much certainly sound {seems?} to depend as you remark upon 
the degree of credibility to be attached to the evidence of the shopkeeper. 

etc. etc. etc. 

Sd O C 

M P 

To H M Simons Esqre 

Pinang 1st Augt 64 

My dear Sir Richard 

Will you kindly favor me with your opinion as to the merits of the case referred to in the 
accompanying appeal for the mitigation of the sentence of transportation passed at the last 
Criminal Sessions. 

The petition appears to be signed by many respectable Chinese Merchants and should you deem 
the case one deserving of mercy I should be quite prepared to take the appeal into favourable 
consideration. 

Sd O C 

To the Hon Sir R B McCausland 



Dear Sir 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 27th June last. The Tumongong 
of Johore is I am aware expecting a Steamer from England but it is intended more as a Tug to 
tow timber vessels into the old Straits where he has a Steam Saw Mill than for Warlike purposes. 
I feel perfectly assured that he will not attempt to fit out any hostile expedition against Pahang 
without the consent of the British Government and that so long as he is not attacked he will 
remain perfectly quiet. I have taken every opportunity of impressing upon him the necessity for 
turning hisattention towards the improvement of his own territories and he appear desirous of 
acting upon my advice. It was no doubt a mistake in the first instance allowing his Father to fall 
into the hands of a Mercantile Firm instead of giving him a Government officer as his Counsellor 
but it is now I am afraid to late to remedy this. 

The Ex.Sultan of Lingga is dead and the Ex.Sultan of Johore has just started for Pahang but I 
hardly anticipate his giving any trouble. The Sultan of Tringanu will in all probability visit 
Singapore next month as he purposes making another attempt to effect the Pilgrimage to Mecca. 
I much regret to mention the impunity hitherto granted to the Rajah of Timerong has so far 
emboldened him as to lead to his attacking another British vessel and murdering the greater part 
of the crew. I have just despatched a report on the subject to the Supreme Government. The 
complaints of our Chinese subjects must of course be always taken cum grano but the charges 
against the above Rajah seem to be substantially correct. 

I remain 

Yours truly 

Sd O C 

The Right Hon Sir C Wood Bt G.C.B. 

Secy of State for Idia 

Précis of a letter to Captain Playfair R C Malacca d/7th Augt 1864 

As the Commodore intends to visit Malacca requests him to offer the Stadt house to him should 
he wish to remain on shore. Desires him to suspend payment of Sultan Allee’s pension until his 
return to Moar. Enquires whether he has come to terms with the inhabitants of the 3 districts. 

Pinang 20th Augt 

My dear Brooke 

Owing to my having left Singapore on my annual tour of Inspection your letter of the 27th May 
only reached me about a fortnight ago, otherwise I should have acknowledged its receipt earlier. 



I am very sorry to find that the breach between you and the Rajah is still as wide as ever but still 
hope for both your own sakes as well as for the sake of your adopted country that at some future 
date a reconciliation may yet take place. I am sure it could be effected. You would both be 
happier, for such an intimate connection as yours has been cannot be severed without some 
degree of pain. In justice to Sir James I think it right to mention that the notes I sent you were 
furnished with his knowledge, for when I told him that I wished to make extracts from his 
papers, as it was only fair to you that you should be made acquainted with any passage that 
might affect your position, he most readily acquiesced. Indeed whilst asserting that he was 
justified in adopting the course of action he had pursued, he has always expressed his regret at 
the interruption of your kindly relations with one another.  

Sd O C 

J Brooke Brooke Esqre 

Wooton Rectory Dorking Surrey England 

My dear Burn 

The arrival of the Mail a day earlier than was expected has prevented the despatch of the reply to 
your official regarding the "Pluto" which will reach you by the next opportunity. In the 
meanwhile you may act upon this note and discharge all the crew on the 1st Proximo with the 
exception of a sufficient number to keep the Machinery etc. in order, and also should the Paddle 
boats be deemed suitable for the work to effect the relief of the Lighthouses. Of the officers only 
those who have been upwards of a year in the service should be retained. Mr Brown and Mr 
Goodman have no special claims upon the government and should therefore be discharged 
giving them a month’s notice. The latter if he remains in this part of the world would be 
reinstated in the event of our being allowed to rebuild the Steamer, which seems to me to be the 
best course we can adopt. With your brother to superintend the work I have little doubt that 
Buyers and Co would build a really serviceable vessel. You might ask them to let you have a 
tender for the work, the present hull, masts, rigging, boilers, engines etc. being made over to 
them. Should it not exceed $16,000 I would certainly recommend their offer for acceptance. etc. 

etc. etc. 

Sd O C 

True copy 

M P The Hon Capt Burn R.C.Singapore 

Précis of a letter to Captain Playfair R C Malacca d/30th Augt. And 4th Septr 1864 

Considers that it would be a good place {plan?} to obtain some influence over the Chiefs of the 
Neighborhood of Malacca through the medium of the Sultan of Moar. Enquires what annuity of 
Count Von Rangow he refers to. Considers Mr. Westerhout’s explanation satisfactory, and with 



regard to the Commissariat defalcation at Malacca requests to see the accounts for May and June. 
Fancies he is entitled to his full pay from 9th Decr last. 

My dear Sir Richard 

With reference to your remark this morning that you purposed making a representation on the 
subject of the recent order regarding Court Deposits, it appears to me on reflection that I should 
not be justified in furnishing you with copies of my letters. As it is recognised as an established 
rule that transcripts of reports from a subordinate to the Supreme Govt. should not be given to 
any other authority. When the correspondence is closed there can be no objection to your 
perusing the letters and I should be very glad to send the books to you for this purpose. 

As far however as I can judge the extracts given by the Financial Secy. contain the pith of the 
correspondence, as the points at issue are:- 

First. Is the permission to remit money in Treasury Notes a right or an indulgence. 

Second. If an indulgence, was it intended that the Court should be at liberty to order several 
accounts to be clubbed together in order to purchase our Treasury Notes? This last practise led to 
the complaint of the Accountant General, as it caused serious inconvenience and complication of 
accounts. Hence the representation on the subject. 

The order for paying off the amt. already invested must I think have originated from the Home 
Govt. with reference to the transfer, as there was some correspondence on the subject between 
the India and Colonial Offices. 

Sd O C 

26/9/64 

The Hon Sir R McCausland 

October 1st 

My dear Sir Richard 

I have just read over clause 42 page 27 of the Charter and it appears to me that we are not 
authorized to withdraw any portion of the Suitors Deposit money from the Treasury except for 
the purpose of investment in Bills, Bonds or Securities, and consequently in the present state of 
the law any transfer of the deposits to a chartered bank however well satisfied we might be as to 
the Solvency of the Establishment, would be illegal. Hence with reference to the depreciation 
lately cause in Govt. Securities consequent on the quick demand for money in Calcutta, I cannot 
but consider that, for the interests of the Suitors, the best course for the Court to pursue would be 
at once to issue an order directing the amount which it is intended to keep in Govt. Securities to 
be remitted to the Secretary to the Bank of Bengal to be invested in the purchase of promissory 



notes in the 5 per cent loan, the account of each estate to be entered under a separate head and 
the interest accruing from time to time to be ?  

The whole amount, 800,000 Rupees might be remitted by this Mail, but it would not be wise to 
flood the market and perhaps cause a rise which may otherwise not occur before another 2 or 3 
months, and therefore it would be better perhaps to direct the remittance to be made in 2 or 3 
instalments, specifying the estates in which each set of remittances should appertain. In that case 
Burn, as acting here for the Acct. General to the Court would address the Secretary to the Bank 
of Bengal, forwarding a remittance for the total amount intended to be invested and requesting 
that the amount might be credited to the Accountant General to the Court of Judication 
{Judicature?}under the necessary headings, thus:- 

Acct: Gl: James Smith 

5,000 Rs. 

T.Jones 

10,000 Rs 

and the requisite purchases he {be?} made in the Market, the notes of the numbers and dates, of 
which a Memo would be forwarded, being held in deposit at the orders of the Acct: Gl: for the 
time being. The Bank would then forward an annual Acct. for submission to the Court, and 
whenever any change took place with regard to the appointment of Accountant General, it would 
be the duty of the Local Government to apprise the directors of the Bank of Bengal of the 
nomination of the new incumbent to office. The Bank of Bengal being a Govt. Institution and 
having taken the place of the General Treasury, there can I think be little doubt that we should be 
perfectly justified in transacting our business through it. 

As regard Burns reporting to the court the receipt of my d.o. communication maintaining that the 
Supr: Govt had withdrawn the indulgence hitherto allowed, I hardly think it would have been 
respectful to the Court for him to have done otherwise, as he does not grant the promissory note 
but applies to the Acct. General of India for one. In this instance he knew that his application 
would not be granted and it would hardly have been right for him to have kept the court in 
ignorance of the fact even though he was aware that the official might be daily expected. 

Sd O C 

The Hon Sir R B McCausland 

Recorder 

Precis of a note to Col Freeth R.E. Comg R.E. in Ceylon d/2nd October 1864 

States that he has forwarded all the correspondence on the subject of his and Lieut Woodward’s 
allowances whilst in Singapore to the govt of India with a recommendation that they should 



receive Indian pay and allowances whilst employed upon the Commission at Singapore. 
Mentions that the question will probably be referred to Sir C. Wood, therefore some little time 
will elapse before the question can be settled. 

M P Sd O C 

4/10/64 

My dear Sir Richard 

I perfectly agree with you in thinking that the Court would have the power to invest the Suitors’ 
money in the Securities of any chartered Bank if we thought it advisable to run the risk of doing 
so, but I had understood you to allude to our gazing over all deposits to the Bank instead of to the 
Treasury as prescribed by the Charter. 

I have already addressed the Supreme Govt. on the subject of the payment of the 3 months 
interest, as to whether any person could legally sue or not on a note granted to a Public Officer 
under a special arrangements and not transferable. The claim seems to me an equitable one and is 
therefore deserving of support. 

In issuing the order to the Accountant Genl. with reference to the writing of the Charter, I fancy 
he should be instructed to remit the money to the Bank of Bengal for the purpose of being 
invested etc. as the investment cannot be made at the Settlement, Govt. Promissory notes not 
being procurable here. 

The sooner the money can be remitted, the better for the interests of the Suitors, as Govt 
Securities are low at present in Calcutta and, after the purchase of produce, they may be expected 
to rise again. I should be disposed did it not will me to order a large remittance to be made by 
every Mail until the whole amount was invested. etc. 

Sd O C 

Sir R B McCausland 

(insert) 

October 4 

My dear Sir Richard 

As far as I am competent to judge, as the head of the Executive Government, seen thus I should 
hardly be justified in interfering with respect to the investment of Court Deposits. They can no 
longer be invested in Local Treasury Certificates and I could not consequently hardly order the 
Accountant General to remit the money to Calcutta, but if the petition were modified into a 
request to be allowed to remit the amount of such deposit to the Bank of Bengal for the purpose 
of being invested in the purchase of Govt. Securities and the Court passed an order to that effect, 



it would then of course become my duty to authorize the necessary Bills being drawn to meet the 
demand that would thereby be occasioned in Calcutta, but there my control would cease. 

It is possible that in some instances the Court may not deem it advisable to order deposits to be 
counted {cashed?}but direct them to mature as a book debt as before the indulgence of receiving 
Treasury Certificates was granted, payable on demand, and this point would of course be for you 
to decide upon the submission of the schedule. I think Mr Baningarten {Baumgarten?} has a 
copy of the rules of the High Court, and they may perhaps offer some information as to the 
nature of the orders issued at Calcutta with regard to ordinary deposits. Estates are of course 
under the charge of the Administrator Genl. and his duties and powers are prescribed by a special 
Act. But I should imagine that he employs the Bank of Bengal, which is now the Govt. Treasury, 
as his Agent. 

(end of insert) 

5/10/64 

My dear Sir Richard 

I do not quite understand the purport of your note. By an arrangement entered into through the 
Medium of the Local Govt., the Supreme Govt., as a favor, authorized the Acct. General to the 
Court of Judication {Judicature}, instead of retaining the deposit money of suitors in the 
Treasury without interest to receive 4 per cent on all sums ordered to be invested, Treasury 
Certificate Notes, not transferable and payable at 3 months, being issued as vouchers for the 
receipt of the money. This indulgence has now been withdrawn and the Local Government 
directed to pay off the deposits. I have duly communicated the decision of the Supreme 
Government to the Court, and am prepared to make arrangements for remitting the money 
whenever the Court may desire, but further than this, as the head of the Executive Government, I 
can issue no orders on the subject but must leave the matter in the hands of the court. 

Sd O C 

The Hon Sir R B McCausland 

Singapore 

5th October 1864 

Dear Sir 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th August for which I beg to 
tender my best thanks. The kind manner in which you have always alluded to what you consider 
to have been an error of judgement on my part renders me the more anxious to vindicate my 
proceedings, and although with your decision the official correspondence has closed, for I should 
not deem it becoming to offer any further explanation, I trust I may be pardoned mentioning for 



your information that the result of the operations at Tringanu has been more successful than is 
generally supposed. 

The object of despatching the Naval Force to Tringanu, which was amply strong enough to effect 
its purpose well {was?}:- 

First. The removal of the Ex.Sultan of Linga and the consequent defeat of the Intrigues of Siam 
to extend her authority over the whole of the Native States to the East of the Peninsula. 

Second. The prevention of any further interference on the part of the Sultan of Tringanu in the 
affairs of Pahang. 

Third. The preservation of the general Peace of the Peninsula. 

Although, owing to the illness and death of the ruling Bandaharah, which could not have been 
foreseen, Inchi Wan Ahmed has succeeded to the Chieftainship, all the objects sought have been 
obtained. The Sultan of Lingga, on his return to Pahang, found that his influence had ceased. The 
Sultan of Tringanu had advanced no further claim to the District of Quanton, and Tranquillity at 
present prevails, whilst Siam failed in her designs and, well aware that her conduct had justified 
my proceedings, would not have ventured to protest against them had it not been for European 
advice. 

It is indeed owing to the enmity existing between two European firms at Singapore that the 
dissensions between the Malay Chiefs in a great measure have arisen. One firm of which Mr. 
W.H.Read is the representative, has espoused the cause of the Sultan, and the other, Messrs. 
Simons Patterson & Co., that of the Tumongong. Since the conclusion in Gl. Butterworth’s time 
of the Treaty under which the Sultan surrendered all territorial rights for a monthly stipend, the 
management of the affairs of the Tumongong being in the hands of the last named, it is only 
natural to suppose that their connection with Johore has tended to their advantage. This has 
occasioned much commercial jealousy and a desire to thwart any arrangement however 
benenficial to which the Tumongong has been a party. Hence although much advantage would 
accrue to the trade of Singapore were the Treaty of 1862 between the Tumongong and the 
Bandaharah to remain in force, there are many who would instigate Inchi Wan Ahmed to refuse 
to recognise it, and endeavour to foment the feud, rather than aid in effecting a reconciliation 
between the Chiefs. In doing so they would possibly be actuated not only by a desire to weaken 
Johore, but also by the hope of themselves obtaining some monopoly with regard to the purchase 
of the produce of Pahang. Indeed already there is one Firm which is reported in a great measure 
to have reaped the fruit of Messrs Patterson & Simons’ labours. All this would have been 
avoided had in the first instance an Asst. resident been appointed to Johore and the influence of 
the Mercantile Agents brought under proper control. 

At present the Tumongong seems anxious to obtain my advice which I am of course always 
ready to give, and I am convinced that the prevailing peace will not be disturbed by any 
movement on his part. Ichi Wan Ahmed has also latterly abstained from any Acts of aggression, 
and I am in hopes that ere long friendly relations may be established between them. Certainly no 
efforts shall be wanting on my part to secure this desirable result. 



As the correspondence regarding Timerong {Temiang?}appeared to be important, I trust I may 
be disposed {supposed?} to have acted rightly in transmitting copies of the Despatches direct to 
your office. 

Sd O C 

The Rt Hon Sir C Wood Bt G.C.B. 

Secy of State for India 

Letter sent to Mr G H Lenthall at North Shore, Sydney, N S Wales regarding the death of his 
son, Mr P Lenthall d/6th October 1864 

Singapore 6/10/64 

My dear Sir Benson 

I hope you will kindly excuse my not having answered your kind note earlier. What with visitors 
and official correspondence I have not had a moment’s leisure since my return. I am indeed 
much obliged for the trouble you have taken in preparing the notes for the guidance of 
Magistrates. They will I am sure prove of the greatest possible benefit in training officers for the 
Civil Service of the Straits. As soon as the Press is disregarded (disengaged?} they will be 
ordered to be put in hand. 

Sir R. McCausland has spoken to me on the subject of the payment of the Suitors’ deposits. He 
considered that, as under the arrangement previously in force, we could not demand the money 
under 3 months, equally we ought to be allowed, if necessary, three months to close our accounts 
before the interest should cease {on?} our money already invested. In this opinion I concur and 
have therefore addressed the Supreme Government on the subject. 

Sir R. is prepared to invest the money at the Court’s disposal in ordinary Govt. Securities, but 
seems to think that I, as the head of the Ex: Government, should issue the order for the money to 
be remitted to Calcutta. On this point I differ from him. I am quite prepared to meet any order of 
the Court to authorize the Local Accountant General to draw on Calcutta for any amount needed, 
but it seems to me that the order for the remittance to be made can emanate only from the Court 
and that I should not be justified in interfering. 

6/10/64 Sd/ O C 

M P 

The Hon Sir P Benson Maxwell 

Précis of a Letter to Lt Col Macpherson R C Pg d/6/10/64 



Refers him to the correspondence on the subject of the sale and Lease of Land which took place 
about two years ago. Mentions that should the Court order money to be remitted to Calcutta for 
the purpose of being invested in the purchase of Govt. Securities R.C.s can draw upon the 
Treasury to the Extent required. 

M P Sd O C 

Singapore 

October 7th 

My dear Col Durand 

With reference to my report on the Native States on the East Coast of Sumatra, I have despatched 
to your address by this Mail a copy of the Singapore Free Press of the 6th Instant, containing an 
account by the Dutch Resident of Rhio of the Kingdom of Delli which fully corroborates my 
assertion that in 1858, at the time of the conclusion of the Treaty with the Dutch, Siack exercised 
no authority over her neighbours, as he acknowledges that it has only through the aid afforded by 
the Dutch that she succeeded in retaining what he styles her rights over her dependencies, the 
same the mouth of the principal river of the Country and thus give them the control of its trade. 
As for internal commotions they never attempt to interfere. Indeed the force at their disposal 
would not admit of their doing so. If the purport of the Treaty of 1858 was duly made known to 
our Foreign Office, it seems strange that no communication was ever made on the subject to the 
Indian Authorities, for hitherto the Supreme as well as the Local Govt: has been working entirely 
in the dark. The Peninsula seems quiet and I hope will continue so. 

Sd O C 

To Col Durand C.B. Secy to Govt of India 

Singapore 

7th October 

My dear Strachey 

I daresay you think my proposition with regard to the purchase etc. of a Govt. House under 
present circumstances rather a cool one, but the fact is I do grudge most heartily paying a large 
annual rent for a house moreover which is hardly fit for the residence of a Governor, where he 
not only has to entertain a much larger Society than either of your Up Country Lt. Governors but 
also to offer hospitality to the Governors General and Commanders in Chief of the neighboring 
Spanish, Dutch and French Settlements.  

As for the transfer it is not yet a fait accompli and as I believe Mr Gladstone’s objections have 
not yet been entirely overcome, and there may perhaps be a change of Ministry, it may possibly 
never take place. Moreover I have no large works for next year’s budget, anything I have asked 



for having now been sanctioned and the Straits are now paying their own expenses. Last year, 
after liquidating all charges civil and Military I had a surplus of over £10,000. 

The terms required for Mr Simons’s house appear reasonable, for a large sum must have been 
expended in laying out the grounds, and if the offer is not accepted, it will be very difficult 
hereafter to obtain a good site for a government House, as every eligible spot within 2 miles of 
the Town has already been built upon. Captain Mayne in his design proposes to protect the sides 
of the Center building by balconies. Upon the whole, though verandahs might be a little more 
expensive, I think they would be more suitable with reference to Climate. 

After next year I hope my P.W.Assignment will be susceptible of reduction and that 3 Lacs, if 
not less, will prove sufficient. 

Sd O C 

To Col Strachey 

Secy to Govt P.W.D. 

Singapore 

11th Octr 64 

My dear Sir Benson 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 10th Inst. 

If you think it desirable that I should submit your official communication for the consideration of 
the Supreme Govt. I will of course do so, but I must honestly state that I do not believe that it 
will strengthen our claim, as I am afraid we must read the passage you quote by the light of the 
whole clause, as well as by that of a similar clause in the  

previous charter. Hence, while it will appear that the E.I.C. only agreed to be responsible for the 
safe custody of all sums deposited in the Treasury, the responsibility of issuing orders for the 
investment of such deposits resting with the Court. Moreover the authority to obtain Treasury 
certificates on account of Suitors’ Deposits was granted by the G.G. in C. to his own subordinate 
viz the head of the Local Gov:, and being thus liable at any time to be withdrawn could hardly be 
construed as in any way binding upon the Home Govt. by which the agreement to be responsible 
solely for the safe custody of deposits was made. 

I entertain little doubt that my representation on the subject of our claim to the 3 months grace 
will be favourably considered, though for the sake of the suitors, with reference to the present 
state of the money market in Calcutta, it is advisable that there should be no unnecessary delay in 
re-investing the deposits, the Division of the Court has already issued an order for the purchase 
of 5 p.c. Promissory notes. The Acct. Gl. Has asked the permission of the Court to remit the 
money in his hand to the Bank of Bengal for the purpose of investment, there being no notes for 



sale in the local Market. If the Recorder grants the permission I hope to have a large remittance 
made by the next Calcutta Mail. 

I am sorry to hear that you have not yet received the Return for {from?} the Acct. Gl.. In 
addition to the verbal instructions given before I left, an official has been despatched to Col 
Macpherson to the effect that Mr Plunkett cannot be allowed to inact himself of his Leave until 
his accounts have been duly ordered {audited?}. 

I hope that your work will be in the Press next week. A fair copy is being made in the office 
which will assist the Printer and thus possibly diminish the number of errors in the Proof sheet. 
Capt McNair states that he has typed sufficient to admit of his locking up 7 or 8 pages so as to 
enable them to be forwarded without inconvenience to Pinang for correction. I hope you will find 
the press work executed to your satisfaction. 

I am much obliged for your suggestion with respect to asking Rodgers’ assistance in separating 
the dead estates from the living ones and will write to Col Macpherson on the subject. I am sorry 
to hear that your session (was) a heavy one. Here the Calendar had been vy light. I am 
endeavouring to establish a small detective force. etc. etc. 

Sd O C 

The Hon Sir Benson Maxwell 

 

My dear Mr Knox 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 14th Ult with the 
accompanying newspaper. 

There can be no doubt but that there is only one proper channel of communication between 
British Authorities and the Court at Bangkok, that is through yourself, as H.M.’s representative 
at that Court, and if the King takes offence at my pursuing the course which is not only followed 
but actually prescribed throughout India, it cannot be helped. I am well aware of the evils that 
must necessarily arise from officers corresponding direct with the Siamese Authorities, of which 
one of the most serious would be the weakening of your authority and thus perhaps the 
frustration of your endeavours to protect British Interests when your interference may be 
invoked. 



I am satisfied that if a representation on the subject were made to the Governor General, the 
practice of corresponding with the Siamese Court without your knowledge would be prohibited. I 
am sure, notwithstanding the charge the King in his organ brings against me, he has no cause to 
complain of any want of courtesy on my part and would find it rather difficult, if called upon for 
an explanation, to substantiate his assertion. I have seen the number of the Journal containing the 
translation of the letter from the Sultan of Tringanu upon which the King loses {bases?} his 
claim to the sovereignty of that State. I am afraid, if such a document is sufficient to prove a 
Sovereign right, we hall have to look upon Siam as subordinate to the Emperor of China and the 
King himself merely a dependent Chief, as for a long time, if not up to the present state {date?}, 
Siam equally with Nepal despatched a periodical Embassy with tribute to Pekin, at least such is 
the report and in the case of the latter Country I know it to be true. I have little news to give you 
from this {Station?}. etc. 

Sd O C 

T G Knox Esqre 

H.B.M. Consul Bangkok 

22/10/64 

Dear Sir 

With reference to the official correspondence on the subject of the Claims preferred by the 
Authorities at the Hague under the provisions of the Treaty of 1858 with Siak to jurisdiction over 
the several Native States on the E. Coast of Sumatra, I have considered it my duty to forward for 
your perusal a copy of the Singapore Free Press, containing an account of the State of Delli 
written by the Dutch Resident of Rhio which fully corroborates my assertion as to the want of 
authority on the part of Siak to make the alleged cession, as Mr Netscher openly acknowledges 
that Siak had ceased to exercise any power over the neighbouring states and that it was only in 
1862, four years after the conclusion of the Treaty with Holland {that?} she succeeded, with the 
aid of the Dutch, in again bringing them under her sway. 

A report has reached Pinang that 2 Dutch gunboats were despatched to Timerong to make 
enquiries regarding the British vessel that had been plundered. The Bandaharah (Native Chief) 
however refused to afford them any information on the subject, at the same time stating that he 
would be quite prepared to attend to any requisition we might make, as the vessel having 
belonged to one of our subjects we had a right to demand redress. Under ordinary circumstances 
I should of course have deemed it right to have sent over one of our small Steamers, but at 
present I naturally feel precluded from taking any action whatever in the matter until the receipt 
of further instructions. 

Although it may be difficult to prove any violation of the treaty of 1824, the fact of the injury 
inflicted on our Trade by the Proceedings of the Netherland Indian Authorities appears to be 
undoubted. I may mention that formerly a large quantity of coffee from Sumatra was imported at 
Singapore and of dried Fish and Fish Roes at Malacca. The former importation has almost 



entirely ceased whilst the latter has suffered a considerable reduction. At Pinang in 1862 the 
importation of black pepper amount to 31,328 piculs and of white 1,683. During the 9 months of 
the present year only 15,363 piculs of the former and 487 of the latter have been received. Only a 
few months ago moreover the Master of a ship trading to Siack promised to supply the Chief 
Engineer of this govt. with some timber for building purposes. He subsequently stated verbally 
his inability to fulfil his promise owing to all the timber having been secured by the Dutch. He 
was however unwilling to place this on record, evidently fearing that if it were known that he had 
made such a report, it might lead to interference with his private trade. 

Trusting that the importance of the question of any undue interference with the trade of the East 
Coast of Sumatra to the interests of the Settlement, with the charge of which I have had the 
power {honor?} to be entrusted may be allowed to plead as my excuse for thus troubling you. 

I etc. 

Sd O C 

Sir C Wood 

Secy of State for India 

Précis of a letter to Mr L Nairne Pinang d/26/10/64 

Returns to him certain papers regarding the Dutch proceedings in Sumatra and mentions that the 
transfer is postponed. 

Sd O C 

To L Nairne Esqre 

Extract from a letter to Captain Playfair R C Malacca 26/10/64 

As regards the Dhatu Klana’s request, in the event of affairs for the direction of Sungei Ujong 
wearing a favourable aspect, there would I fancy be no harm in complying with his wishes so 
that you can send on his letter officially. Of course there will be some delay as the question will 
have to be referred to the Supreme Government. As you say, if he attempts to try experiments 
with shell he is rather likely to astonish himself more than his enemies and it might perhaps be 
wise to omit shells from the List of Articles to be supplied. 

The Court Accounts rather puzzle me but as far as I can judge, if between the dates of receipt of 
the advance and that of the Agent’s death, he furnished articles to the Civil Department to the 
value of Rs 500, which articles were paid for out of the advance, you are entitled to recover the 
amount from the Bills subsequently submitted, and if you failed to do so in the first instance, you 
could do so now and leave Elphinstone to submit the matter. Of course you must satisfy yourself 
that you have the rights on your side before you make the deduction, that is you must be able to 
prove that the sum you deduct was actually expended by the late Agent before his death and after 



he had received the money from you in supplying articles duly issued to Civil Establishments 
and which were duly paid for to the people in the bazaar by whom they were originally 
purchased. 

Sd O C 

My dear Sir Richard 

With reference to our conversation of yesterday evening I hope you will excuse my pointing out 
for your consideration the great advantage that would accrue to the interests of the suitors in 
allowing, should you deem it an arrangement justifiable, the Government Promissory Notes to 
remain in the hands of the Calcutta Agents of the Oriental or any other Chartered Bank in lieu of 
being held in deposit in Singapore. 

First, as the exact value of a Govt. note including interest thereon up to the day of purchase 
which the purchaser has to pay can never be calculated exactly by any person at Singapore, in 
giving the orders for the investment a certain Margin must be left for each Estate, and 
consequently a certain portion of the amount thereto appertaining may remain uninvested and 
have to be remitted back to the Straits to be re-entered in the Accountant General’s Record as a 
book debt, the suitor losing both ways by the Exchange. For instance suppose the suitor to 
deposit with the Acct. General $10,000; with this he purchases on the market a bill for Rs. 2,200 
or makes the amount over to the Local Agent of the Bank, who credits him with that sum, but the 
purchase of the paper, including premium and interest, may be Rs. 2,100, leaving $400 
uninvested. This man (sum?} will be forwarded with the notes to Singapore but the Acct. 
General will not receive for the {Rs.} 400 the same no. of dollars that he paid for them. If the 
notes and the uninvested balance were allowed to remain in Calcutta, the loss in the exchange 
would be avoided. 

2. Considerable delay would be prevented as regards the investment of such balances, and the 
moment the accumulation of interest added thereto made a sufficient sum to admit of the 
purchase of a note for Rs. 500, the lowest amount procurable, it would be at once invested 
without further orders. If on the contrary, the notes are deposited in the Treasury here, the Acct. 
General must, whenever he thinks he has sufficient to buy a note remit the money to Calcutta, 
losing possibly by exchange and should it happen that owing to there having been a sudden rise 
in the value of Court paper his calculations had proved incorrect and the amount remitted was 
insufficient, iit would either have to be sent back or he would be charged 10 percent for any 
advance made by the Bank to pay the deficiency. 

I do not think that practically the arrangement would in any way affect the jurisdiction of the 
Court over the suitors’ deposits, or even if the Promissory notes were placed in the Treasury, 
upon the receipt of an order from the court to pay over the amount of a deposit, the Accountant 
General would have to forward the notes to Calcutta for sale, there being no market for them 
here. Of course the Great point to be considered is the safety of the notes. This must depend upon 
the integrity of the Agent, so as to ensure the notes being endorsed in the name of the Acct. 
General and the Solvency of the Bank to meet any losses incurred by neglect on his part, and 
although perhaps private Chartered Banks may not afford quite the same security as the Bank of 



Bengal, yet there would be hardly any risk in allowing the notes to remain with such an 
Establishment as the M.B. However this is a matter for you to decide and I have merely thought 
it right to bring it to your notice. 

Sd O C 

Sir R B McCausland 

Recorder 

26/10/64 

Extract from a letter to Mr E J Leveson d/28th October 1864 

With regard to your remark regarding the missing letters despatched by Syme & Co, I would 
mention that, to the best of my recollection, some time back I was informed (informed) that very 
strong suspicions attached to a baboo employed by a Firm here and, I think it was Syme & Co, of 
having destroyed a letter he had been directed to post, a portion of the document having been 
found in a hired carriage which he was known to have employed. As I understood that the matter 
had been reported to the Police and that quiet inquiries were being made on the subject I did not 
think it right to interfere, but I will now ascertain the facts of the case. It would much weaken the 
force of the appeal from the Chamber, if, instead of merely calling attention to the necessity, 
consequent on the increased business, of adding to the strength of the Establishment, it were to 
bring a charge against the present (present) staff and that charge be refuted. I hope therefore any 
such mistake may be avoided, as it might neutralize my efforts to secure greater efficiency. 

Sd O C 

M P 

My dear Sir Richard 

You have mistaken my meaning in supposing that I recommended the employment of the Bank 
of Bengal or referred especially to the investment of the sums now in hand. I merely wished to 
point out the benefit that must eventually accrue to the suitors from allowing the notes to remain 
in the hands of the Calcutta Agent of the Chartered bank entrusted to make the requisite 
purchases on this account and the disadvantage that might arise from requiring the notes to be 
kept in deposits at Singapore. 

With respect to the present investment, there will I think be no difficulty, as it would be 
sufficient to order a certain number of the notes to be only for Rs. 500 each and no note to be for 
more than 3 or 4,000 Rs., so that when the notes arrive they may be allotted to each Estate so far 
as their value will admit. This might be arranged in a couple of hours. 

I was not aware that you had not sent the order to Burn. This will enable him to consider 
investment to be made by the Steamer expected here tomorrow or next day. I am afraid every 



day’s delay is now of consequence. However we shall be able to calculate with certainty when 
we receive the Calcutta Mail. 

29/10/64 Sd O C 

To Sir R B McCausland 

(insert) 

My dear Sir Richard 

In a report of the proceedings of the court that appeared in yesterday’s paper, I observe that it is 
stated that you had asserted that Burn had acted contrary to the provisions of the Charter. If the 
report is correct I hope you will pardon my begging you to let me know the grounds upon which 
the assertion was made, as I must confess that I have been unable to discover them. The Charter 
is rebutter. The subject of Treasury Certificate notes request. 

Under the sanction accorded in the Supreme Government’s Letter No. 30 dated 13th January 
1841, I alone, as Governor, became authorized through my subordinate officers, the Resident 
Councillors, to issue acknowledgements of deposits. When this authority was withdrawn, out of 
courtesy to the Court, I ordered the official communication to be forwarded but only to the two 
divisions. This delayed the despatch of the official orders to the Resident Councillors, but in the 
meanwhile, as usual in such cases, I advised Burn that the indulgence of obtaining Treasury 
Certificates had ceased and consequently, as Resident Councillor, he would issue no further 
acknowledgements, as Secry. For the Accountant General, he possessed no authority to to 
demand them. Hence as far as I am capable of judging he could only pursue the course he did, 
report to the Court his inability to procure the Treasury Certificates and submit further orders, for 
the investment of the money. 

I feel afraid that Burn will feel the remark and consequently am desirous that if there has been 
any misconception it should be removed 

(end of insert) 

Singapore d/1/11/64 

My dear Sir Benson 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 18th Instant. As you have 
allowed me to exercise my discretion with respect to sending on your letters, I have merely 
replied to it, mentioning the fact of my having addressed the Supreme Govt. on the subject of the 
abrupt cessation of payment of interest. 

Here the Court has issued an order directing the investment of suitors’ deposits in 5 per cent 
Promissory notes to be purchased through the Local Agent of the Chartered Bank, and I believe a 
large sum will be remitted to Calcutta tomorrow for this purpose. 



I am much vexed to hear of the irregularity with regard to the accounts of your Dy. As I cannot 
completely absolve myself from all blame in the matter, but the fact was these accounts not 
appearing in any of my annual Returns for a long time escaped my notice and it was only in 
Major Smart’s tenure of office as Acct: Genl: that I commenced making enquiries on the subject, 
and note then {noted them?}. Subsequently on my calling for a return, the difficulty in making 
the calculations was the plea advanced in submitting it, and I consequently took it for granted 
that the Court’s order regarding the re-investment of interest had been duly attended to, as the 
mere drawing up of a tabular statement ought not to have occupied the clerk more than a few 
hours. 

I hope, in the course of another month or so, when the money here is invested, to be able to 
appoint Mr. Willans Accountant General, the R.C.s at Pinang and Malacca merely receiving the 
deposits on his account. 

By this Steamer you will receive the first batch of the Proof sheets of your Magistrate guide. In 
returning them will you kindly let me know what no of copies of the work you would wish for 
your own use. I was very sorry to hear of the postponement of the Libel case as I feel convinced 
that whatever might have been the result the mere investigation would have had a beneficial 
effect. 

Sd O C 

Sir Benson Maxwell 

Letter d/1/11/64 to Supt of Botanical Gardens Calcutta regarding chinchona to be tried at Pinang 
Hill. 

Private Govt House Spore 

1st Novr 1864 

Sir 

In acknowledging the receipt of your Letter of the 13th Septr last I have the honor to inform you 
that according to the Statement given by Soon Hong, a respectable Chinese Resident at 
Singapore and the father of Neo Swee Quan, it appears that his son left this {Station?} about a 
year ago to take service under the opium farmer at Saigon, and that whilst there he was arrested 
in an unlicensed gambling house and for this offence transported to Reunion. 

If the above statement is correct, although we may consider that the treatment of Neo Swee Quan 
has been somewhat harsh and the punishment out of proportion to the offence, I am afraid that it 
would be out of our power to interfere, as it is quite possible that he may have been punished in 
accordance with the Law of the colony, which as respects gambling — the national vice of the 
Chinese — are doubtless somewhat severe. There could however be no objection to your 
submitting a representation on the subject of his case, with the view of allowing the French 
Authorities to offer an explanation as regards the alleged illegality of his transportation. Soon 



Hong expressed his intention of making the necessary remittance to his son to enable him to 
return to Singapore 

I have etc. 

Sd O C 

To H B M Consul 

Réunion 

Singapore 

3rd.11.64 

Dear Sir 

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 26th of September. 

I am happy to say that the Malayan Peninsula is still perfectly quiet and will I trust continue 
undisturbed. The death of that intriguing Chief and protégé of Siam, the Ex.Sultan of Lingga, has 
removed the principal cause of the uneasiness that has so long existed amongst the neighboring 
Native States. The setting in of the Northerly Monsoon has apparently prevented the Sultan of 
Tringanu from startin on his intended trip to Mecca, and consequently he has not yet paid me his 
promised visit. 

As regards the Timerong {Temiang?} affair I presume that no steps can be taken towards 
demanding redress for the wrongs inflicted on our subjects until the question of the recognition 
of the jurisdiction claimed by the Dutch is finally determined. Should it however eventually 
become necessary for us to take the settlement of this matter into our own hands, I should 
anticipate little difficulty in obtaining due reparation. I am inclined to believe that any just 
demand we might make would be acceded to without demure {demur}. If not, with the aid of the 
2 local Steamers of Light draught to enter the river, a single Man of War would in all probability 
be found sufficient to enforce it and indeed to overawe any attempt at opposition. 

Sd O C 

The Right Hon 

The Secy of State for India 



Private Letter Book 

Volume X 

From the 3rd November 1864 

To the 26th September 1865 

Singapore 

3rd November 1864 

My dear Sir Robert 

I am aware that the King of Siam has taken umbrage at my not writing to him direct and has even 
attacked me on the subject in a paper now edited at Bangkok under his auspices, charging me, on 
what grounds I am at a loss to imagine, with discourtesy. I have not thought it worthwhile to take 
any notice of the matter, though had I called for an explanation some difficulty would have been 
experienced in affording it. For I am certain that H.M. would have been unable to adduce a 
single instance in which a letter from him has not been answered with due courtesy. In 
forwarding all letters through you as H.M.’s representative at Bangkok, I merely followed the 
course strictly enjoined by my instructions. Indeed had I done otherwise, you would have had 
just cause for complaint, as your authority would naturally have been weakened, whilst I hardly 
think that even as a matter of respect to himself it would have been right for me to have carried 
on a correspondence with him except through the channel of the Consul of my own Sovereign. 

This is a point upon which the King has evidently not been sufficiently enlightened. Before a 
consul was appointed it was different, and of course all communications from the Governor of 
the Straits were then necessarily transmitted direct. I shall of course be always happy to hear 
from the King and to meet his wishes in every respect, but I should not consider myself justified 
in carrying on any correspondence with Siam without the cognisance of the British Consul. If 
this were fully explained to his Majesty he could doubtless acknowledge the propriety of my 
proceedings. 

The Ex.Sultan of Lingga is dead so that there will be no more trouble on his account. Wan 
Ahmed seems inclined to be quiet, and I am in great hopes that the place {peace} of the 
peninsula will not again be disturbed. The Sultan of Tringanu wrote to mention that he intended 
to pay me a visit on his way to Mecca but the N. Monsoon having set in I fancy he has been 
weatherbound, and consequently will have to postpone his pilgrimage until next Spring. 

I shall be glad to read the promised paper on the subject of the proposed railroad across the 
Isthmus of Kraw. I have little doubt that the work is perfectly feasible, but I should be very sorry 
to be a shareholder, for I am certain it would never pay the expenses, and moreover acrid 
{need?} of breaking bulk at both ends would be too great to admit of its attracting much of our 
trade that now passes down the Straits. 



M P Sd O C 

Sir R Schomburgk Foreign Office London 

Spore 11th Novr 

My dear Sir Hercules 

As our transfer seems now to have been postponed sine die, and may possibly never take place, I 
am desirous of reorganizing my Postal Department and placing it upon a proper footing. I should 
therefore esteem it a great favor if you would kindly procure for me a Return of the Hongkong 
Establishment shewing the duties to be performed by each {official?} as well as a copy of any 
rules that may be in force as regards the conduct of business generally, or of any other 
Regulation connected with the Department that you may think likely to prove useful. 

Sd O C 

Sir H Robinson 

Governor of Hongkong 

16/11/64 

My dear Burn 

I do not quite understand the merits of the case as regards the 3 4 percent Promissory {notes?}. 
They must have been purchased before 1854/55, as the order for the investment of Suitors’ 
Deposits in Treasury Certificates was in fact {force?} before that date. I can only suppose that 
they were transferred (not purchased) from one of the older Estates. However for the present the 
question of the payment of any loss owing to their depreciation is not likely to arise. Nothing (the 
notes?} will remain untouched, the Treasury Certificate notes only being ordered to be paid off. 
If they be hinged (belonged?} to one of the old Estates, they will in all probability lapse to Govt., 
and thus all trouble about them be avoided. 

When you receive the order for the investment of your Treasury Certificates, you had better send 
a copy of it with the Schedule to Macpherson, and ask him to make arrangements for procuring 
the necessary Govt. Prom. Notes from Calcutta and leave him to make the best arrangements he 
can. 

----- 

I hope there is a demand for the leases. It will be a great work when we have succeeded in doing 
away with the system of tenths. We have had no answer as yet on the subject of Mr Velge’s land, 
but Braddell is of opinion that under the new Act I have the right, if I wish, to cause all lands to 
be assessed in lieu of levying tenths, and I have written up for the extension of certain parts of 
Act 16 of 1839 to Malacca, which if granted will strengthen your hands considerably. 



Sd O C 

Capt J Burn 

R C 

  

  

Spore 21/11/64 

My dear Sir Edward 

From the correspondence between the Secy for War and the Colonial Office on the subject of the 
proposed Garrison for the Straits I observe that a hope is expressed that in the event of the 
Military duties being taken by a Battalion of the Ceylon Rifles, the Corps might perhaps be able 
to obtain some recruits. I have therefore thought it right to send you these few lines to mention 
that I am afraid there would be little probability of that hope being realized and that it would be 
necessary to look to India for a recruiting field. The fact is that the greater part of our Malays are 
too indolent and too well off to think of taking service at Malacca, which is the great Malay 
Station. There is hardly a man who does not possess a comfortable hut and a small garden, so 
that he can supply all his wants by a very small amount of labour of which perhaps he makes his 
wife take the largest share. 

In the jungle when he gets excited, a Malay will work well but he is not inclined to settle down 
to steady labor or steady drill, and this is the real cause of the want of success that has hitherto 
attended the recruiting parties in the Straits. As far as I am capable of judging, we seem to have 
made a great mistake in our reorganization of the Indian Army. We had almost a tabula rasa to 
work upon and should at once have placed every Native Line Regt. upon the same footing 
exactly as a W.I. Corps. They should have been numbered as H.M.E. Indian Corps and 
considered liable to serve wherever they were required. One half of the original number would 
have been sufficient and by doubling up the officers and seconding all who had been 5 years in 
Civil Employ, they would have been well officered, and England would have had really an 
efficient Native Army as an auxiliary to the European Force. 

Although, as you know, an old irregular officer, I do not think the Irregular System will stand the 
test either of time or a hard fought campaign. Up to the present both officers and men have been 
younger than in the Regular Regiments. Hence they have behaved well but as they grow old they 
will require just as much leading as the old Corps, and more European officers will again be 
necessary. They will hot however be available and by the losss of 4 or 5 officers a Corps may be 
rendered perfectly inefficient. The old system had its defects, but even if an officer had been 
years away from his Regiment, when ordered to join it on service he was not a perfect stranger, 
and there was moreover a bond between him and his men in their belonging to the same Corps, 
which can never exist in the case of a Staff Corps officer, who if ordered away from Staff 
appointment to an Irregular Regt. about to be employed in the Field would be perfectly unknown 



to the men he would be called upon to Command as well perhaps to his Brother officers. Had the 
Amalgamation been properly carried out in the event of a European War, there would have been 
no difficulty in withdrawing the bulk of our European {forces?} from all stations to the 
Eastward, and replacing them by Native Regiments, whilst the latter would have been 
wonderfully improved by a few years Foreign Service. Caste would soon have been lost sight of. 

Sd O C 

Maj Gl Sir E Lugard K.C.B. 

Under Secy of State for Wars 

London 

My dear Man 

-------- 

It will be a great disgrace to our Govt. if we fail to obtain their release, and I therefore sincerely 
trust that you will be able to manage the matter through the Perak Authorities. The right is so 
completely on our side in making the demand for their surrender that I would hope Che Uga 
{Ngah} Ibrahim would not hesitate in acceding to our wishes. He may possibly assert that the 
women are comfortably married and do not wish to leave Perak, I which case you might write to 
the effect that if they only attend at your office and mention that such is the case, they will at 
once be allowed to return with their husbands to Laroot or anywhere else they may wish to go. 

x x x 

Will you kindly consult Sir Benson as to is wishes on the subject (investment of Suitors’ 
Deposits) and get the matter settled without delay. If he approves of remitting the money to the 
Bank of Bengal, it may be easily arranged by the next Mail. A single letter will be sufficient, 
merely transmitting the Bill upon the Bank, with a statement of the Account with the Court, and 
requesting that the necessary purchases for each Estate may be made in the name of the 
Accountant General to the Court of Judication {Judicature?} of P.W.I., S.pore and Malacca. If 
not you must draw Bills upon Rangoon or Calcutta, as may be most favourable for Government 
and place the money to the credit of the Acct. General, at the same time making the best terms 
you can with the Chartered Bank to remit the money to Calcutta for the purchase of Govt. 5 per 
cent Promissory Notes. This last transaction you may of course manage through Presgrave, as he 
is Ex.Officio Ag. Acct. General, but I believe it would be the best plan to take the whole matter 
into your own hands as soon as these investments are concluded. Willans will be appointed Acct. 
General and you will merely receive the money as a deposit in the Treasury{and?} dispose of it 
according to his instructions. 

x x x 

Sd O C 



The Hon Col Man R C Pinang 

Letter to Sir Benson Maxwell d/21/11/64, regarding the investment of the Suitors’ money at 
Pinang and thanking him for the dedication of his Pamphlet. 

Sd O C 

Extract from a Letter to the R C Malacca d/22nd Novr 1864 

Regrets that it is out of the power of Govt. to declare any portion of the Station of Malacca a 
Military Cantonment "should any house suitable for an officer’s residence be offered for sale in 
that neighborhood there could be no objection to your representing the difficulty likely to be 
experienced by officers in obtaining accommodation in the vicinity of their new Barracks, and if 
the price is reasonable recommend its purchase. If the Govt. were to get a return of 8 or 10 
percent, it would cover the expense of repairs and at the same time give fair interest on the 
original outlay, as we should always have a tenant. 

x x x 

Sd O C 

22.11.64 

My dear Sir Richard 

I have the pleasure to return the order duly signed. I have added a Para which is I think necessary 
to complete it and possibly to prevent some difficulty hereafter as to the pay. 

As under the orders now in force the officers of the court have been placed on the same footing 
as uncovenanted Servants with regard to Leave, Pensions etc., a copy of the Court’s order should 
be forwarded to the Secy to Government, when the necessary notification will be issued in the 
Gazette, from which an extract should be made to accompany the first Pay Bill, and thus prevent 
a retrenchment by the Auditor General. Not knowing that this was necessary it was omitted the 
other day in Rodger’s case at Pinang and the Bill was returned from Calcutta with the amount 
drawn disallowed for want of the prescribed voucher. 

Sd O C 

23/11/64 

Sir R McCausland Recorder 

My dear Mr Knox 



By some mischance the advertisement regarding the closing of the Mail on the last trip of the 
"Chow Phya" escaped my notice. Hence the delay in answering your letter of the 31st Octr which 
I hope you will excuse. 

I have always considered Tringanu and Kalantan to occupy with regard to Siam exactly the same 
position as Siam and Nepal with regard to China. Both these states used to send periodical 
Embassies with presents to the Emperor. These presents were merely the propitiation offerings 
from a weak Ruler to a powerful neighbour in the hopes equally of averting an attack as of 
securing support in time of need. But although doubtless the Chinese always referred to Siam 
and Nepal as tributary to themselves, no Foreign Nation would have recognised their right to 
interfere. In the event of war being declared against either of these countries such a right indeed 
can only be established under a formal engagement published to the world, and it carried with it 
certain responsibilities on the part of the Protecting Power, which certainly Siam has never 
acknowledged with regard to Tringanu and Kalantan, whilst the Chiefs of those States 
throughout their correspondence with this Govt. from the earliest times have always asserted 
their independence though never denying the circumstances of the periodical despatch of 
presents to Bangkok. 

No allusion is made to this {subject} in Article 12 of the Treaty of 1827 {1826} but in Article 14 
it is expressly mentioned that the Rajah of Perak may continue to send the gold and silver 
flowers, although his freedom from all control on the part of the Siamese Court is most distinctly 
guaranteed. Had Siam in the first instance substantiated her right of Sovereignty over Tringanu 
and Kalantan, our course on the occasion of the various complaints that have been made from 
time to time, made against the Ruler of the former country, would have been rendered Extremely 
simple. We should of course have called upon Siam for redress and held her answerable if it 
were not afforded. 

I perfectly agree with you in thinking that it is advisable that the question should be definitively 
settled, but I hardly imagine that the F.O. will be prepared to recognise the Protectorate assumed 
by Siam unless she is able to support her pretensions by much more cogent reasons than she has 
hitherto adduced. Next year the Treaty will be open to revision and the matter might then be 
amicably discussed and finally disposed of.  

It is much to be regretted that the Siamese are unwilling to act upon your advice as regards their 
relations with the French. I am afraid they will find that Mr Read’s intercession will prove of 
little avail on their behalf. 

I have seen the opinion of Sir H Cairns to which certainly little weight need be attached. He 
would have little difficulty were his party in power in reversing his decision on the grounds that 
his brief had been ill prepared and that he had consequently been misled. I have little news of 
any interest. The "Perseus" has I understand been ordered down to the Straits. etc. 

Sd O C 

M P 



T G Knox Esqre 

Bankok 

Extract from a letter to Sir H Grant C. in C. Madras d/8/12/64 

By this Mail my Asst Lt Protheroe will forward for submission to you a Memorial addressed to 
the Secy of State for India on the subject of his admission to the Staff Corps. If there is anything 
irregular in the paper I trust that you will kindly excuse it and that you will at the same time be 
pleased to afford the application your support. It has been made in accordance with my own 
suggestion as I am desirous of retaining Protheroe’s services, whilst I am naturally unwilling to 
offer any bar to his joining the Staff Corps which he is anxious to enter. 

Sd O C 

H.E. Sir H Grant C. in C. Madras 

  

Précis of a letter to Capt Burn R C Malacca d/8/12/64 

Is unable to sanction the purchase of the 2 houses at Malacca. Doubts whether European 
Artillery will ever be permanently quartered at Malacca. Is glad to hear that Syed Saban has not 
obtained a slice of his neighbour’s territory. Suggests that the Police organize a regular ? against 
the Buffaloes some night and forward a few . Considers his son right in depriving the officials of 
the Mosque at Malacca of more seals and to withdraw the remission of each. Considers that 4 per 
cent notes should be allotted to some of the Estates held in deposit in 1837, the time when the 
original purchase was made. Mentions that the Govt is in no way answerable for the investment 
of the Court’s money. Is afraid the crops will be bad this year. 

Sd O C 

M P 

The Hon Captain J Burn R C 

16/12/64 

My dear Col Durand 

I shall feel much obliged if you will kindly enlighten me as to the proper course to pursue with 
regard to Despatches received direct from the Secy of State. In the case of the recent Despatch on 
the subject of the complaint by the Dutch Authorities against the Commander of the "Pluto", the 
matter being one of some importance, I have thought it right, for fear of no communication 
having been made to the Supreme Govt, to forward to your office a copy of Sir C. Wood’s letter 
as well as of my reply, but I presume that as a general rule duplicates of all Despatches to 



subordinate Governments are furnished per England for the information of the G.G. and 
consequently you only need transcripts of the answer. 

There still seems to be some uncertainty as to the transfer of the Straits to the charge of the 
Colonial Office. From the letter which closed the correspondence in Sept last between the 
Treasury and Secy of State for the Colonies I was certainly induced to believe that the measure 
had been finally shelved but it is exported. etc. etc. 

Sd O C 

16/12/64 

Col Durand C.B. 

Secy to the Govt of India 

Extract from a letter to Sir Benson Maxwell d/22nd Decr 

Under the pressing circumstances of the case you certainly acted rightly in issuing the necessary 
order regarding the grant of the increased allowance to the Debtor Pensions without admitting 
the delay that a reference to this {Station?} would have necessarily caused. I sincerely hope that 
in all similar cases you will consider that you have my concurrence in any temporary measures 
you may deem it advisable to sanction. 

With regard to the amount of small sums commuted with suitors’ deposits in the Savings Bank I 
hardly think it would be advisable to come to any determination just at present, for it is quite 
probable that ere long an order may be received to close the accounts. 

x x x 

Sd O C 

Extract from a letter to R C Pinang d/22/12/64 

Sergeant Bennett of the Convict Dept. having resigned will be succeeded by Sergeant Boyd from 
Malacca and a Sergeant Carmoody is the next Senior on the List. I would wish you to ascertain 
whether he is desirous of being transferred. The pay of his berth at Malacca is Rs.100 per 
mensem consolidated, and as the Pension can be held with it, it would I fancy be better than his 
present situation, as he must now be almost entitled to claim his pension. Should Carmoody 
desire the change, he can come down next months by the "Mohr", which will be ordered to 
proceed to Pinang after relieving the Torch and Cape Rachado Light. In that case I would wish 
you to recommend a successor if you have anyone under your orders fir for the post. 

x x x 

Sd O C 



Précis of a note to Mr. Callaghan Govr of Labuan 

Acknowledges three letters from him. States that his money will possibly be sent by the 
"Severn", though as all offices are closed among {during?} the Xmas holidays there may be 
some difficulty on the way. Will apply to Calcutta for a copy of the Convict Rules for him. 
Requests him to mention the pay to be drawn by his Chief Constable. Will postpone the relief of 
the Detachment for a month or two. 

26/12/64 Sd O C 

Précis of a letter to Col Man R C Pinang d/30th December 1864 

Regrets he cannot raise Mitchell’s pay. Points out that under the present rules for acting 
allowances he will draw a deportation {deputation?} allowance. Is glad one of the Xtian 
brothers’ boys got a Scholarship. Will be happy to appoint any other gentlemen who may be 
anxious to serve on his examination committee. Regrets to find there will be trouble about the 
suitors’ deposits and trusts there will be no delay enclosing {in closing?} the amounts 
{accounts?}. Mentions that the "Mohr" will pay him a visit shortly and requests him to send her 
back as soon as her work may be over. Sorry he cannot get the house now occupied by the 
Presbyterian Minister. Cannot allow the opium Farmer to retain his farm for another year. 
Desires him to advertise for sealed tenders next month. Considers there should be a rise of 
£4,000 in the opium Farm. 

"The Supreme Govt seems inclined to take up the question of the purchase of the triangle of land 
at Kotah, so as to strengthen our boundary. You might make enquiries privately as to the 
probability of the Rajah of Quedah being willing to dispose of it, and if so what sum he could be 
prepared to accept. It can be worth nothing to him, and if the price asked were extravagant of 
course we should not be able to prevail upon the Authorities at Calcutta to sanction the 
arrangement. I will send you an official on the point hereafter, but in the meantime you may be 
able perhaps to ascertain the Rajah’s views on the subject without making any final advances on 
the part of Govt, as nothing certain has as yet been decided and it is only in the event of our 
being able to arrange matter for a small sum that there is any probability of our being allowed to 
make the bargain". 

Enquires whether he can find an acting Interpreter for the court. Desires him to send in an 
official about his Water Police. Calls for Bennett’s report on the want of Convict labor and asks 
whether the Munl Commissioners intend to recommend any alteration on {in?} the Munl Act. 

Sd O C 

Extract from a letter to Capt Ricketts H B M Consul Sarawak d/5th Janry 1865 

x x x 

The great wants of Sarawak are, as you say, want of population and want of means of 
communication. Neither will I think be effectually removed under the present form of 



Government. The Chinese have no confidence in its stability and are afraid to risk their capital in 
a Country in which they consider peace and security are dependent upon the life of one man, the 
old Rajah. One of our most intelligent, as well as wealthy, Chinese traders, the late Kim Sing, 
once told me that if Sarawak were to become a British Colony he would at once apply for a grant 
of land, but he was afraid to invest money there, so long as there was any uncertainty on this 
point, as he could not tell what might happen on the Rajah’s death. 

5/1/65 Sd O C 

Singapore 

6th Janry 65 

My dear Sir 

As apparently the question of the transfer of the Straits Settlement to the charge of the Colonial 
Office is still under consideration, I have thought it probable that Mr. Cardwell might be glad to 
obtain any information available as to the present Financial condition of the Settlement and 
consequently have forwarded by the Mail to your address a copy of the Budget Estimate for the 
ensuing year, from which it will be perceived that after payment of all Civil Establishments on 
their existing footing, the surplus is estimated at about £100,000. Hence after allowing £63,000 
on account of Military Expenditure, and a larger sum could hardly be demanded, there will still 
be a probable balance of £37,000 to meet the demands on account of Public Works and the 
supply of Machinery that in the event of the proposed change would become absolutely 
necessary in order to provide the means for Local Legislature, leaving all other suggested 
improvements for future consideration. 

The Budget Estimate on the debit side does not include the pension of Mr. Kerr (£600) nor the 
expenditure incurred by the Maintenance of Straits Convicts in India, but these items are I 
believe more than counterbalanced by the sums received at the various presidencies on Account 
of Straits Light dues and the surplus from the Postal Receipts which is at present credited to the 
Supreme Govt. of India and not to the Local Administration. No credit has been taken for the 
anticipated increase to the Excise Revenue, though as mentioned I my former letter there is every 
reason to believe that it will be considerable. 

As regards the adjustment of the Accounts connected with the Transmarine Convicts now 
located in the Straits, it has after some correspondence on the subject been ruled by the Supreme 
Government that so long as the Local Authorities provide General Superintendence, Medical 
Attendance and Military Guards as at present, they are entitled in return to the benefit of the 
labor of the convicts free of all charges. This arrangement appears fair and equitable, whilst it is 
certainly to the advantage of the Settlement and might therefore, in case of its separation from 
India be allowed to remain undisturbed. The cost of transporting the convicts back to India 
would be considerable and the loss of their services would certainly at present somewhat retard 
the execution of the Public Works in progress at the several Stations. At Singapore the Court 
House and the Water Works have been commenced and will in all probability be completed in 
the course of the ensuing official year. Sanction to the construction of the Screw Pile Lighthouse 



on the North Sands and the purchase and alteration of a house to be appropriated as a residence 
for the Governor, by which a saving of about £1,000 per annum would have been effected has 
been withheld pending the decision of the Home Authorities as to the Transfer. 

The debt incurred on account of the Suitors’ deposits is now in course of liquidation and the 
money is being invested in the purchase of ordinary Securities of the Indian Govt. The issue of 
Treasury Certificates has been prohibited for the future, so that all deposits made by the Court 
will be remitted to Calcutta for investment, and the interest cease to be entered as a Local 
Charge. 

It is to be hoped for the sake of the interests of the people of the Settlement that the question of 
the Transfer may be finally settled this session, as there are many points upon which Legislation 
is needed but upon which no action will be taken by the Council of the G.G. in the present 
undecided state of affairs. 

Sd O C 

Sir F Rogers Bart 

Under Secy of State 

Col Office 

7/1/65 

Dear Sir 

As from the tenor of your Despatch to the Supreme Govt on the subject of the Screw Pile 
Lighthouse proposed to be erected on the North Sands it would appear that the question of the 
transfer of the Straits Settlement to the charge of the Colonial Office is still under the 
consideration of H.M. Govt I have deemed it right to forward by the Mail for your information a 
copy of the Budget Estimate for the Ensuing year. 

The above estimate shews a surplus after payment of all Civil Charges of about £100,000 to 
defray the requisite expenditure on ac/ of the Military and Public Works. This estimate surplus 
will in all probability be actually exceeded, as I have every reason to anticipate a considerable 
rise in the Excise Revenue at Pinang, for which credit has not been taken owing to the 
uncertainty as to the amount. The erection of the Lighthouse by effecting a saving of the 
Establishment at present required for the Light Vessel, and the purchase of a Govt. House, by 
abolishing the payment of rent, would also cause a reduction of expenditure to the extent of at 
least £1,200 per annum. Both these works will I presume be at once sanctioned if it is decided 
that the Settlement is to remain attached to India. 

I am happy to say that the Peninsula is at present quiet and will I hope continue to remain so. 

Sd O C 



The Secy of State for India 

Précis of a Letter to Sir Benson Maxwell. 7.1.65 

States that he is sorry to hear that the high price of provisions still continues and is afraid this 
will be a bad season for the poor, owing to the failure of the Rice crop in Siam and the damage 
done by the Cyclone in Bengal. Refers to the offer made by the Supreme Govt to allow the 
Accountant Genl. to make the necessary arrangements for the investment of the Suitors’ deposits 
and expresses his belief that the Savings Bank will be abolished. Intimates his hope that the 
proposed Chapter on the Law of evidence will be forwarded to the Press and expresses his 
objection {obligation?}for the trouble already taken in preparing a Work likely to be extremely 
useful to Civil Officers. Alludes to the question as to the right of jurisdiction over a steamer now 
at issue between Victoria and New South Wales. 

7.1.65 

Précis of a letter to Col Man 

Concurs in his opinion as to the propriety of issuing rations instead of a money allowance to 
Lunatics. Points out that the reading of the Act is a bar to the same course being pursued with 
respect to Prisoners for debt. Mentions that he should bring to the notice of the Accountt Genl 
the rate at which most of the Suitors’ Deposits must have been paid into the Treasury. States that 
Sergeant Aikhen would succeed to the charge of the combined Arms and a consolidated salary of 
100 Rs would be recommended. Mentions that by requiring traders {tenders?} for the Farms we 
are likely to obtain a fair price. Gambling is discouraged and any attempt at a combination 
defeated. 

  

Janry 16 1865 

My dear Mr Knox 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 6 Instant. I was very glad to 
hear that you had insisted upon the Governor General’s Letter being received with due honor. 
Although to an European the matter would appear of little importance, it is noted in the eyes of 
an Oriental and I feel convinced that the course you have pursued will have, in many respects, a 
beneficial effect. It is to be regretted that there should have been any informality in the document 
and I hope that the Governor General will accede to the King’s request and forward another 
epistle. 

By the bye, since the assumption by the Governor of the Vice Royalty, he is entitled to Royal 
honors and receives a Royal Salute of 21 guns instead of 19 as formerly. This perhaps might be 
mentioned to the King. 



I have just received a letter from the Sultan of Perak in which he hints at intrigues carried on by 
Siam amongst his subordinate Chiefs. This may perhaps be merely a move to induce us to offer 
him assistance in compelling obedience to his orders. However should I hear anything further on 
the subject I will let you know. Some time ago, I am {was?}aware, that Siam did entertain 
designs against Perak and an attempt was made in an indirect manner, to ascertain the views of 
the British Government. The Chief through whom the overtures were made was informed that 
any representation the Court at Bangkok might wish to submit with respect to Perak should be 
transmitted through the prescribed channel. Since then I have not heard of the question having 
been again mooted. 

Have you heard anything about Mr Lewis’ appointment as Consul at Pinang. I was asked 
whether there was any objection to the recognition of Mr Williams as Consul. In reply I stated 
that {there?} must be some mistake and that Mr Lewis must be the person referred to, but though 
many months have elapsed no other communication has been received. 

Have you read Mr Book on Cochin China, and the Section in the Review on the French 
possessions in that Quarter? You would find both extremely interesting. 

Yours etc. 

O Cavenagh 

To 

T G Knox Esq 

H M Consul Bangkok 

  

  

  

Singapore Janr 16 1865 

My Lord 

Having recently observed in a correspondence published by Mr W. H. Read, a member of a 
Mercantile Firm at this place, the above gentleman had apparently endeavoured to convince your 
Lordship and the Public that an attempt on the part of the Local Authorities to levy a tax upon 
the Shipping frequenting the port had been deported 

{prevented?} through his exertions as Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce, I trust I may be 
pardoned forwarding for your Lordship’s perusal copies of Letters received from the Chamber of 
Commerce on the subject of the appointment of a Harbour Master, as the Local Government 



merely supported the views of the Chamber, recommending however a reduction of one half in 
the amount of the proposed fees on Port Clearance and Pilot Licenses, with a limitation, as 
regards the former, to $5 (1.2.6) for the largest vessels, a charge not likely to be objected to in 
consideration of the advantage to be enjoyed. Your Lordship will be able to judge how far Mr. 
Read’s assertions are deserving of implicit credit. 

It is true that through some misapprehension on the part of Officials in Calcutta, a Draft Bill for 
the imposition of Tonnage Dues instead of Port Clearance was forwarded for consideration, but 
Mr. Read has omitted to mention that, owing to the protest of the Local Government, a protest in 
which the necessity for maintaining the freedom of the Port was successfully established, and 
which elicited the thanks of the chamber of Commerce, the Bill was set aside and has never been 
brought before the Legislative Council. 

O Cavenagh 

To The Right Hon’ble 

Lord Hanby 

House of Commons 

Singapore Janr 21st 

My dear Sir 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 5 Ult. For a long series of 
years it has been the object of the policy of the Dutch Government to obtain a monopoly of the 
trade with Sumatra, and should their present pretensions to exercise a Protectorate over the 
Native States on the East Coast be conceded, in the course of a few years our Commerce will be 
in a great measure excluded from Ports in which we have some extensive dealings. 

As regards the claim of Siack to consider the other States her dependencies, it is not more tenable 
than would be that of Holland to include Ceylon in the list of her Colonies. As far as I am 
capable of judging, consequent on the clear enuciation of our position by Lord Palmerston in the 
correspondence with the Hauge in 1841, the task that has now devolved upon the Foreign Office 
is comparatively easy, the argument then advanced never having been controverted and our 
rights having been virtually recognised by the withdrawal of the Netherlands Indies 
Establishment from Siack, no further reasoning on our part would appear necessary, whilst it 
rests upon Holland to adduce proof of any subsequent change having occurred with respect to 
our relations with the Native Chiefs that would justify her again taking up the position from 
which she formerly retired in consequences of our remonstrances. 

With the exception of one or two slight disagreements between some of the minor Chiefs which 
are but of little account, the Peninsula I am happy to say still continues quiet. 

I remain etc. 



Sd O Cavenagh 

To the Right Honble 

Sir Charles Wood Bt G.C.B. 

Secy of State for India 

Précis of a letter to Lt Colonel Man 

States that Dr Rose has been required to draw up a scale of rations for general use throughout the 
Straits. He thinks 1lb 14oz of rice sufficient for a working prisoner and that non laborers should 
receive less. Is glad to hear that he has succeeded in getting a settlement of the Suitor Deposits. 
The return sent by Mr Presgrave to Willans does not correspond with that previously forwarded 
under Plunkett’s signature. Asl that satisfactory arrangements can be made for the amalgamation 
of the convict Lines and House of Correction. Is afraid he will have to make a deduction from 
the Police Estimate, as the Municipal Fund cannot bear any additional expenses. Considers 2 
First Class Detectives on a staff salary of $4 and 1 Second Class on $3 per mensem sufficient at 
first. The pay can be increased hereafter if they are satisfactory. Mentions that and Official has 
been sent to the Court on the subject of lapsed Estates. If the Recorder expresses no opinion it 
will rest with the Supreme Govt to make the Indian Act applicable to the Straits. Mentions that 
he has made a complimentary allusion to the Christian Brothers’ School in his address on the 
occasion of the Distribution of Scholarships. 

Précis of a Letter to Capt Playfair 

Authorizes the return of the "Mohr" from Malacca in the event of his being anxious to leave by 
the first Steamer in February. Enquires what is likely to be the result of the feud between Johole 
and Gamenchi. Will the belligerents revert to the status ante bellum? Trusts that a successor to 
the Sultan of Sree Menanti may soon be appointed. States that he will take the question of the 
sanitary condition of the Cape Rachado Lighthouse into consideration when he makes his visit 
and if necessary order a further clearance to be made. 

Précis of a Letter to Capt Ricketts H.B.M. Consul Sarawak. 

States that a Court of Enquiry has been ordered into the loss of the "Canada", the result of which 
will be officially communicated, that no claim has as yet been made on account of the Passage of 
the Crew by the "Rainbow" but any demand preferred will be liquidated by the Master Attendant 
and debited against the Board of Trade. Concurs in the opinion expressed as to the erection of the 
works required for the protection of the Town of Kuching and generally throughout Sarawak. 
The main building should always be of masonry, with the Lower Walls loopholed and the 
windows of the Upper Storey protected by strong Venetian doors. Mentions that it would be 
impossible to express any opinion as to the exact number of Chinese likely to invest their Capital 
in Sarawak if it became an English Colony but has little doubt that there would be a good many 
that would do so. 



Singapore Janr 26: 1865 

My dear Man 

I find I have omitted to take any notice of the subject referred to in your Letter of the 7 Inst.. The 
Chamber of Commerce being always considered the representative body of the Mercantile 
Community it would of course be difficult to recognise any other Association. At the same time 
if a representation were made by several Firms to the effect that their Partners not being 
Members of the Chamber, they had an opportunity of becoming acquainted with the contents of 
any communication addressed by Govt. to that body, there would be no objection to furnishing 
any one of their members they might select with copies of all Letters and Notifications on 
subjects of commercial interest, at the same time receiving any expression of their views which 
they might think it advisable to offer. It is however a great pity that all your Merchants do not 
belong to the Chamber in that its representation might carry with them the weight that must 
necessarily attach to documents containing the statements of the whole community. A divided 
house is always a risk. 

I trust you will be able to succeed in obtaining the surrender of the two Chinese women, the man 
Lee Ah who is said to have married one of them, as well as Lee Lok San. The head of the Mining 
Kangsei often visits Pinang and perhaps might be induced to give assistance in the matter. If you 
sent for both those men and pointed out to them the serious consequences likely to ensue if the 
women are detained, it might have a beneficial effect. The next time the "Mohr" pays you a visit, 
it would I think be right for you to send down either Waller or Earl in her to Laroot for the 
purpose of demanding the restoration of the women. A judicious hint as to the probability of 
another blockade might be well applied. 

I have etc. etc. 

To Lt Col Man 

Précis of Letter to Mr Lewis 

States that he has written to Mr Knox on the subject of the delay in the transmission of the orders 
regarding his appointment; that the order instituted by the King of Siam is that of the White 
Elephant and that if he wishes to accept it and wear it he must first obtain Her Majesty’s 
permission on the subject though the Local Govt. 

  

Singapore Janr 25 1865 

My dear Sir 

You have doubtless been most surprised at receiving no reply to your letter of the 16th July but 
your surprise will probably be increased when you hear that it only reached me yesterday. I 
presume that it was forwarded to Calcutta via the Cape of Good Hope and thence it was 



transmitted to this place by a sailing ship in a box containing a collection of old London Gazettes 
etc. 

In the event of our Transfer being effected this year I will not fail to make the merits of the 
Colonial Office List generally known to the Officers serving under this Government, and will I 
have little doubt be able to secure several subscribers, as well as to afford the necessary 
information as to the past services of all those who will thus become entitled to claim a place in 
your Rolls. Our list of Officials is, as you may probably have noticed from Sir Hercules 
Robinson’s Returns, rather a long one. I observe that The Times has expressed an opinion 
adverse to the transfer. The article is cleverly written and contains a certain modicum of truth, 
but the arguments advanced might have been easily refuted.  

I cannot help thinking Mr Crawfurd’s reply in this instance was not to the point, the question 
under discussion not being as to the amount that the Straits have already cost India, this debt 
night be both gracefully and gratefully acknowledged, but, as to the probable future cost of the 
Settlement to England in the event of its being placed under the Colonial Office, and it would 
have been almost sufficient to have simply remarked that, in 1862-64, our Local Receipts were 
195,675 and our disbursements 120,632, have {with?} a balance of 75,000 to cover our Military 
contribution and any unforeseen expenditure. During the past Official year our Revenue has 
slightly declined but I am in hope of a rise at the sale of our Excise Farms in April. 

I am afraid there is little chance of any of our Chinamen putting themselves under Callaghan’s 
wing. The delightful Island of Labuan does not offer them many advancements. 

Believe me etc. 

O Cavenagh 

To W.Robinson Esqre 

Colonial Office 

Singapore Janr 31st 1865 

My dear Mithcell 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 5th Inst. I cannot concur with 
you in thinking that the Govt. can be considered to have any claim upon Mess property of the 32 
Regt. The Govt. allowance is granted for a specific purpose, viz for the maintenance of the Mess 
Establishment including house rent. It has I presume been duly disbursed in payments in this 
account and the Govt has consequently received its quid pro quo, the donations and subscriptions 
of Officers, more especially from those who were absent, men required to keep up the Mess kit. 
Hence they are joint proprietors in the Mess property and if it is to be disposed of, each Officer 
has a right to his share of the amount realized. 



I have already written to say that as long as the Officers of the Corps choose to mess together I 
consider that they are entitled to have the use of the Mess plate etc., and perhaps the best plan 
would be to act upon Lowell’s suggestion, making all other surviving Members of the Mess 
honorary Members, with a right, as far as present Assts are concerned, to retain their quota of the 
proceeds in the event of the Mess being hereafter broken up, of course, death or retirement to bar 
all claims as would be the case with a regular Member. 

Believe me etc. 

Sd Cavenagh 

To Colonel Mitchell 

Comdr 3 Regt. N.I. Mooltan 

Singapore Feb 7 1865 

My dear Sir Hope Grant 

I trust you will accept my best thanks for your kind letter of the 11th of January and for the 
support you have afforded to Lt Protheroe’s Memorial. Should his request to be admitted to the 
Staff Corps be granted, he will of course be prepared to undergo the prescribed examination. I 
cannot help thinking that the Madras Govt has misunderstood the purport of the last order from 
the Secretary of State on the subject of the admission of Officers now on the staff into the Staff 
Corps. At least its ruling in the matter seems to be opposed to that of the Supreme Govt., as only 
by the last Gazette I observed that a Lieutenant Andrew, a Cadet of 1860, who entered the 
Survey Department in 1862 and consequently could not have completed three years Regimental 
duty, had been duly admitted to the Bengal Corps. 

I am sorry that we shall not have the pleasure of seeing you again in the Straits. You would I 
think have found the Troops healthy and in good order. I am endeavouring to arrange to give the 
Europeans an occasional mutton ration but am not quite sure whether it can be managed. 

Our Barracks at Tanglin are still unoccupied and will remain so until the question of our transfer 
to the charge of the Colonial Office is decided. Should the change taken place, I believe a Wing 
of one of the Corps now in China and a Battalion of the Ceylon Rifles will be stationed in the 
Straits. As regards the Europeans I am certain that Singapore would become a much worthier 
Port {post?} than Hongkong. There seems to be very little sickness amongst the Artillery at Fort 
Canning. 

I remain etc. 

Sd Orfeur Cavenagh 

To W.S. Lt Genl Sir Hope Grant G.C.B. 



C. in C. Madras 

Extract from Letter to the Hon’ble Lt. Col. Man 

"I will order the "Mohr" to return to Pinang and you can then send her down to Laroot with one 
of your subs, and her presence may perhaps have a beneficial effect. Even if we did not succeed 
in securing the condition of the women, it would be satisfactory to bring them into contact with a 
British Officer so that we might have their story from their own mouths and assure them of 
protection, if they demanded it. Of course if they wished to remain it might be difficult to 
remove them.  

Mr Mitchell certainly seems to have allowed the accounts of the Suitors’ deposits to get into a 
very confused state, but after all the Court is to blame. The best Accountant in the world could 
not have carried the order of the court into effect, the amalgamation of Estates had so entangled 
matters. Sir Benson, and I think properly, here {has?} declined to express any opinion on the 
subject of the forfeiture of Estates, and the Supreme Govt. will have to extend to the Straits the 
provisions of the Act under which all sums lapse after 15 years. 

I have styled your acting havildars "drill leaders!". If your detective Department is to work well 
it must be properly paid, so that I have sanctioned the same rate of action {acting?} Pay as at 
Singapore. What do you think would be a fair rate of "batta" to give a man if sent from our 
Station to another on any special duty - $2 per mensem? Occasionally it may be found useful to 
send for a detective not likely to be known by the people of the locality. 

You made a mistake in giving the papers a copy of your Budget Estimate. No document 
forwarded to the Supreme Govt. is available for publication until the receipt of orders passed 
upon it. 

As firewood becomes scarce in the south of the Province, the price of wasted land may increase 
in value. It would be better therefore to endeavour to make a purchase from the Rajah of Quedah 
than effect an exchange." 

Singapore Feb 10 1865 

My dear Mr Knox 

Many thanks for your letter of the 2nd Instant. The Viceroy is entitled to a Royal Salute 
throughout the Indian Seas, so that were he to visit Siam in a Man of War, he would receive that 
salute on his disembarkation. 

I congratulate you on your promotion. I had heard some time back from Sir Robert Schomburgk 
that he had determined to retire and that you were to succeed him. At the same time the notice of 
the appointment in the Gazette escaped my observation. I see that your subordinates also obtain a 
rise. 



Orientals cannot very well avoid carrying on intrigues of some sort or another but I should fancy 
that a little firmness was all that was needed in order to effectually check any proceedings of this 
description on the part of the Court at Bangkok, the more especially as in your case the King 
must be well aware that no subterfuge would prove of any avail. Moreover he must, I presume, 
in reality, be well aware of the necessity of retaining, if possible, our countenance and support. I 
am not surprised to hear of the amount disbursed to Mr Read. Clever lawyers are not accustomed 
to give cheap opinions even although they may be well aware that they are worthless. 

I am not quite sure if I had been in your place whether I should have felt it necessary to make a 
heavy award in the way of compensation to Mr Ames’ friend, unless the punishment inflicted on 
him had been rather unjust or oppressive, as by entering the service of a Foreign Power and 
agreeing to abide by the regulations of that service, I imagine that a British subject forfeits all 
legal right to your interference in his behalf. However if the Siamese Govt is desirous of 
conferring plenary powers on Mr. Ames, it ought to employ only its own subjects in the force 
under his orders and thus prevent any misconception as to the nature of his authority. How far 
Mr Ames may be a proper person to be vested with the powers is another question. At Singapore 
he was merely a subordinate and his authority consequently very limited etc. 

I have etc. 

Sd O Cavenagh 

To H.B.M.Consul 

Bangkok 

Précis of a letter dated 10 Feb 1865 to Mr. Callaghan 

Trusts that the claim of the Labuan Govt. against the Commissariat Department has been settled 
as Major Elphinstone perceived that there should be no delay in adjusting the demand. Will 
endeavour to secure the services of a good constable and send him over on the "Bantam" on the 
next relief. Thinks there will be no difficulty about postponing the relief of the Troops for 
another four or five months provided they continued healthy and the change is made during the 
Southern Monsoon. Has received a reply from the Sultan of Jooroo {Sooloo?} 

Singapore 

13th Febry 65 

My dear Burn 

x x x 

Regarding the bad harvest at Malacca. 



I hope you managed to make arrangements for obtaining the rations for the prisoners this year. 
We hope to be able to introduce at Malacca and Pinang the same system with regard to issues as 
adopted here. Although the contract is with the Commissariat the issues are direct to 
departments, the Court merely vouching for the correctness of the rates charged. 

By the bye can you tell me whether subsequent to Playfair’s making the advance of Rs 500, and 
before the Court agent’s death, any issue of supplies was made to the convicts or other Local 
Civil Departments, for if so Playfair was clearly entitled to have the value of the articles issued 
carried to his credit. I spoke to him on the subject but he could not give me the necessary 
information. 

I am rather puzzled about the appointment of Dy. Sheriff. The salary of the Acting Situation 
(Appointment?} is so small that if possible I should wish to give it to someone already holding 
an appointment. Would there be any objection to Houson’s holding it? Mr Baningarten 
{Baumgarten?}has mentioned Mr Westerhout’s name. If he is willing to accept office on the 
Salary perhaps it might be as well to offer it to him, as his duty would be almost entirely 
confined to looking after the Jail. I had fancied that Mr Baningarten might have had some 
relative who would have carried on the duty under his guidance. Please let me have your opinion 
on the point on an early date. You might indeed make the appointment and send it down for 
confirmation. 

I was over the "Pluto" this morning. I doubt whether she will be ready much before the 20th 
Proximo. As soon as she is ready I shall come up. I have ordered the "Tonze" to be prepared to 
take the duty of Light Ship on the North Sands, so as to enable the "Torch" to be brought down 
and repaired. 

Sd O C 

P.S. It might be as well for you to write to the Chief of Johole to state that as it is necessary that 
the position should be marked, if he has no objection, you propose putting up a boundary pillar 
on the site of the old wall which you believe originally marked the line of our territory. 

My dear Man 

I have only time to write a few lines to acknowledge the receipt of your long letter of the 12th and 
to express regret at hearing that your residency has again been the scene of such serious 
disturbances between the Members of the Secret Societies. I had hoped after all the trouble you 
experienced on a former occasion that we had succeeded in bringing these Societies somewhat 
under control and that you would have saved all further annoyance. It is now clear that this is not 
the case and that it is absolutely necessary that some steps should be taken by the Legislature to 
check their power. 

I wish the respectable Chinese could be {persuaded?} to submit a petition on the subject, as the 
Supreme Govt. might then be induced to pay attention to the representations of the Local 
Authorities. Notwithstanding that you were not as successful as could have been wished I 
preventing the destruction both of life and property, your arrangements appear to have been 



admirable. I hope therefore you will duly send in an official Report which I will forward to 
Calcutta so that you may receive the credit which is your due. 

I shall of course be very glad to make the gentlemen you propose honorary Magistrates. You 
have not by the bye submitted the names of those you wish added to the Scholarships 
Examination Committee. 

The Court at Bangkok has already been sounded with respect to the sale of the Kotah District, 
and of course if the Rajah of Quedah was willing to accept a fair sum, the matter would then be 
referred through our Consul. 

I do not think it is usual to require deposits with the Tenders but the Tenders should specify the 
names of the Securities and a proper deed has to be drawn up as soon as the tender is accepted. 
Macpherson can supply you with copies of the forms of Deeds in use at Singapore which should 
equally be applicable to Pinang. 

Will you kindly tell Lewis that the necessary letter about his appointment was despatched to 
England some time ago from Bangkok. 

Sd O C 

22nd Febry 1865 Singapore 

My dear Sir 

With reference to the correspondence on the subject of our relations with the Native States on the 
E. Coast of Sumatra, I have by this Mail forwarded to your address a copy of the Dutch Official 
Map of the Eastern Archipelago which may perhaps be found useful to H.M.’s Government as 
shewing the extent of the present and intended claims of Dutch Govt. and the injurious effect 
which their recognition may possibly have upon our Commercial interests {falling?} under the 
operation of Articles II and III of the Treaty of 17th March 1824, by admitting of the imposition 
of a double duty upon our subjects and vessels in Ports in which we have always hitherto been 
upon a perfect equality with our neighbours. 

I have at last succeeded in obtaining a Malay version of the Treaty between Spain and the Sultan 
of Sooloo. It is however written in a peculiar dialect and I am afraid some little difficulty will be 
experienced in preparing an intelligible translation. As soon as one is prepared it will be 
forwarded to the Supreme Govt. for transmission to the India Office. 

The Tumongong’s Steamer has arrived. Her size, for she is smaller than our little gunboats, 
would hardly appear to warrant the apprehension expressed by Sir James Brooke. Sir James 
however I imagine was guided by the report received from his Agent, Mr Read, the 
Tumongong’s great opponent. 

There are some slight disturbances at present between two of the minor states on our Malacca 
Frontier but I hardly think they will lead to anything serious. 



Sd O C 

To The Secy of State for India 

My dear Mr Venn 

I was on the eve of going out when your note arrived or should have answered it earlier. 

I am much obliged for the information regarding the locality of the Tamil School which I will 
take an early opportunity of visiting. 

I am sorry to hear that there has been any further trouble on the subject of the Child in the 
convent or that she should have been ill treated. At the same time, from what you mentioned the 
other day with respect to the father’s resuming his intemperate habits I should hardly think that 
he would be {a} very fit guardian for a girl of her age. 

Sd O C 

The Revd E Venn M P 

23/2/65 

Précis of a letter to Capt Burn R C Malacca d/23rd Febry 1865 

Acknowledges his letter of the 17th Inst. Is surprised to hear that 16 _ cents per diem is 
insufficient to enable a man to support his family. Suggests that he should that he should request 
the shopkeepers should send out rice carts into the interior where they could dispose of their rice 
at considerable profit and might keep their carts at the Police Stations so as to ensure them from 
robbery. Will take into consideration any scheme he may submit for further aid to alleviate the 
present distress but requests him to arrange that the whole question may be taken into 
consideration at once. Desires him to reply to the Chief of Johole pointing out that Ooloo Batang 
Malacca has never been exactly marked out, that he has been requested to send down Officers to 
help British Officers to define the boundary but this request has never been complied with, that 
the Govr. who made the treaty states that the point agreed to was the inner point of the Hill 
Batang Malacca and unless he (the Chief) will attend to determine the question, the Govt. will be 
compelled to erect the Frontier Pillar at the well which has always been looked upon as the 
Boundary line. Desires him to report the Return of the Sultan of Johore when he comes back 
from Pahang. Cannot understand about Playfair’s advance and would submit the case to the 
Supreme Govt. should it appear that the Court Agent bought stores and supplied them with the 
money advanced to him. Directs him to retain the "Mohr" for the Judge and expresses his 
intention of proceeding to Malacca in her on the 22nd prox. With regard to the Excise Warrant 
desires him to point out the opinion of the Advocate Genl: to Mr Baningarten. Desires him to 
send in his Stamp Returns required for the Supreme Govt. Commander of "Furi Gamas" (?) will 
tow down the "Torch" on his next trip for Calcutta etc. 

24/2/65 Sd O C 



  

  

  

Précis of a Letter to Lt Col Man R C Pinang d/27th/2/65 

Informs him that his letter on the subject of the Secret Societies has gone up to the Supreme 
Govt. Considers his proposed system of registration a little too complicated and refers him to a 
Draft Bill on the subject prepared about 3 years ago in which 2 J.P.’s can appoint special 
constables and are granted extraordinary powers to punish rioters. Notices that the Police have 
been again animadverted upon by the Court and states his intention, should the Presentiment 
{Presentation} of a General Jury be sent up officially to require distinct charges to be made 
against the Force in order that justice may be done to them. 

Sd O C 

M P 

My dear Man 

I have only time to write a few lines to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. I am indeed truly 
grieved to hear of poor Mitchell’s death. The govt has lost a zealous, intelligent and honorable 
servant. As young Maxwell was offered the appointment on a former occasion to act until 
Mitchell could arrive from Malacca and the offer was subsequently recalled on its being found 
that he was not quite of an age, a promise being at the same time made that his claim at any 
future period would be taken into consideration, I have considered myself bound to nominate 
him to the Offg berth. He has been well trained and is smart and intelligent and will I think give 
you satisfaction. Pray assure Mrs Mitchell of my deep sympathy in her sorrow etc. 

Sd O C 

28/2/65 Hon Lt Col Man 

R C Pinang 

My dear Sir Benson 

The Burmah Steamer being on the eve of leaving as the "Mohr" arrived, I was unable to answer 
your note by that opportunity. I was sincerely grieved to hear of poor Mitchell’s death and fully 
concur in the opinion you have expressed as to his merits as a public officer. It has afforded me 
much pleasure in fulfilment of my previous promise to nominate your son to officiate as Magte 
in Province Wellesley and I feel assured that he would do credit to my selection. 



I have not had time as yet to carefully peruse the papers you have kindly sent me. They shall 
however have my earnest consideration. I am not quite certain that I shall come to the same 
conclusion as yourself in every case for if the tactics followed by the Chinese at Pinang are the 
same as those adopted at Singapore, it is quite possible for an Inspector to pass through a street 
and imagine the people to be perfectly quiet and well behaved, and yet a riot takes place 
immediately behind him. Moreover as a general rule peaceable Chinese remain quiet I their 
houses and keep aloof from the scenes of Hooey disturbances. 

6/3/65 Sd O C 

Letter to Col Man R C Pinang d/6/3/63 {65} 

Calling attention to the orders issued regarding Federal and Confederate cruisers. 

Sd O C 

M P 

My dear Rose, 

I have the pleasure to send you an order from Cowpar for $200, the balance of a fund placed at 
his disposal to add to the comfort of the European inmates of the General Hospital. I should be 
very much obliged if after communication with Fergusson you would kindly submit a scheme for 
its appropriation. I have endorsed it so that you can draw the amount. 

Sd O C 

8/3/65 

Surgeon Major Rose 

My dear Benrel 

I shall be truly obliged if you will kindly return the accompanying box to the Lady Superioress 
and beg her to make my excuses to the kind donors for my not retaining the hands and cap it 
contains. I have always declined accepting any presents of this kind, and it would consequently 
now be difficult for me to depart from my rule without giving offence to others, which of course 
I am anxious to avoid. I trust that the Lady Superioress will assure the young ladies that I most 
fully appreciate their kindness which will serve to strengthen the interest I have always taken in 
the Institution to which their accomplishments do so much credit. 

11/3/65 M P I remain 

The Very Revd Ian Benrel {Beurel?} Yours sincerely 

Sd O C 



My dear Sir Benson 

The sad news contained in your letter of the 8th Instant caused me much regret. Although my 
acquaintance with poor Mr Levinge was but slight, his stay here on his first visit to the Straits not 
having exceeded three or four days, I did not force {fail?} to give your message to Sir R McC 
who had however previously heard of the melancholy event from one of the passengers on board 
the Steamer in which he came down from Malacca. 

Since I last wrote I have carefully perused the notes on the subject of recent trials which I have 
ordered to be sent to Colonel Man for report. I must confess as regards the first case, I am unable 
to arrive at the same conclusion as yourself. I believe there is no one here, official or non-
official, having any experience in Chinese Street Riots who would consider the statement made 
by the Native Officer at all inconsistent with that of the Inspector. The Chinese invariably 
disperse when the Police make their appearance in any force, and rush out of their houses again 
and recommence the disturbance the moment they have passed, whilst as mentioned in my 
former note quiet bystanders are not generally to be found on such occasions. 

As regards the second case, the evidence is so meagre and unsatisfactory, owing to the various 
discrepancies in the statements of the principal witnesses not having been cleaned {cleared?} up, 
that I should be very sorry to express any opinion upon it. From the fact of one of the Prisoners 
having been charged with murder is {it?} would however appear that he belonged to a different 
Kongsee from that of the generality of the Village whilst no explanation seems to have been 
afforded with respect to the torch, the possession or otherwise of which was apparently a 
material point. 

Sd O C 

13/3/65 To Hon Sir B Maxwell 

Précis of a note to Col Man d/13/3/65 

Desires him to send up officially the names of the Gentlemen whom he desires to place on the 
Education Committee and on the Lists of the Justices of the Peace. Mentions that he has no 
power as Comr of Police to make payments to indigent witnesses. States the intention of going to 
Malacca on the 25th Inst. Hopes he will consider the batta fixed for the detectives sufficient. 
Requests him to merely endorse original letters from his subordinates to this office and not to 
have copies made of them. 

Sd O C 

M P 

13/3/65 

My dear Sir 



At the request of Lt Col French 34th Regt M.N.I. I have the pleasure to write these few lines to 
mention that the above officer has obtained leave of absence to proceed to Europe and is 
consequently at liberty to leave the Settlement by any favourable opportunity that may offer. 

Sd O C 

To Mon J Mege 

In charge of French Consulate 

Précis of a letter to Captain Burn R C Malacca d/14/3/65 

Acknowledges his letter per Burmah Str. States that there will be money in the P.W.D. to give 
the people a little more work at Malacca. Considers that it would be useless to refer Playfair’s 
case to the Supreme government as he did not apparently satisfy himself that the provisions 
bought with the Rs 500 were issued to the prisoners for several days after making the advance. 
Enquires whether the murderer who recently got off might not be rearranged (re-indicted?} for 
manslaughter. Requests him to report the case officially for the opinion of Counsel. Will 
probably leave this {place?} for Malacca on the 28th Inst etc etc. 

Sd O C 

M P 

  

My dear Mr Knox 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2nd Instant. I was not aware 
that the man was serving under an agreement that he was only liable to punishment under the 
orders of the British Consul. This of course would clearly entitle him to British protection and 
exclude Mr Ames’ authority even if he had been vested by the Siamese Govt. with power to 
punish the Police under his orders. 

I have by the bye been informed that there are several runaway Convicts, British subjects, now 
residing in Siam. Do you think that under Article V of the Treaty of 1855 you would be justified 
in making a requisition for their detention and surrender? If so I will make further enquiries 
regarding them with the view of addressing a communication to you on the subject. 

The old Sultan of Tringanu is here at present. He had intended going on a pilgrimage to Mecca 
but found that there would be some difficulty in procuring a passage in the Mail Steamer and 
consequently abandoned the idea. 

Do you ever see the Courier de Saigon? In a late Number there was a letter on the subject of 
Cambodia which shews tolerably clearly what is to be thepolicy of our worthy allies in that 
Quarter. I observe that in a recent article published in the N.S.Magazine from the notes of a Mr. 



Richard it is asserted that both Siam and Cochin China owe allegiance to the Emperor at Pekin 
and that up to 1856 the former used periodically to forward the Bungre {Bunga} Mas to China. 
Whether the Monarch at Hue continues to do so or no, I do not fancy the French would be 
inclined to recognise his Celestial Majesty’s rights over the provinces they have taken possession 
of. etc. 

Sd O C 

15/3/65 

Précis of a letter to the Govr of Labuan 17/3/65 

Informs him that he has secured the Services of an Artillery Sergeant as his Police Constable but 
has kept the appointment in abeyance until he hears again. Will relieve the Labuan Detachment 
about the end of May. 

M P 

17/3/65 

Précis of a letter to Capt Burn R C Malacca d/23/3/65 

Mentions that he is to have the money for certain Public Works and that he intends to postpone 
his visit to Malacca for another month. etc. 

Sd O C 

Singapore 

27th March/65 

My dear Sir 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 20th Ult. The Duke of 
Brabant’s stay at Singapore has been of such short duration that he preferred remaining at the 
Hotel to taking up his residence at Government House, where of course rooms {were} placed at 
his disposal. H.R.H. duly received the telegram regarding his Father’s illness and returned here 
from Hong Kong yesterday in H.M.S. "Adventure". His anxiety has been somewhat allayed by 
the receipt of a Brussels paper dated the 14th Ult but he will leave this {place} for Point de Galle 
as soon as the Steamer can be coaled. This work is now being carried out by relays of coolies and 
I hope that it will be completed in time to admit of his taking his departure early tomorrow. 

I remain etc. 

Sd O C 



To H.E. 

The Right Hon Sir Jms Laurence Bt G.C.B. 

Viceroy and G.G. 

To the R C Malacca d/28/3/65 

Is glad to hear that the boundary question with Johole has been settled and wishes the P.W.D. to 
place the pillar as soon as possible. States that if ten people at Alloor Gajah will send in a 
petition for a school he will try to meet their wishes. Points out that the travelling allowance of 
the R.C. and Comr of the Court of Requests entered in the current Budget has only been reduced 
by Rs 20. Considers that if he had an opportunity he might point out to the Datoo Klana of 
Soongee Ujong that if the Govt. chose it might levy a heavy duty on the trade at the mouth of the 
Lingee and thus the whole of the trade of his country might be stopped. 

Sd O C 

Précis of a letter to the R C Pinang d/28/3/65 

Is surprised at the very meagre evidence on which Sir Benson Maxwell formed his opinion as to 
the incompetency of the police. Intimate that the Commissioner of Police is the officer who 
decides the amount to be paid to indigent witnesses and what witnesses are to be considered 
indigent. Trusts we shall be able to rectify our Province Wellesley Frontier. Will Gazette the 
additional Members of the Scholarship examination Committee as soon as his official report on 
the matter is received. Considers that Earl’s appt as J.P. had better be delayed until he has passed 
his examination. Trusts he will be able to get him an increase of pay either this year or next. 
Enquires what becomes of the registration fees on Passage Boats under Act xiii of 1856. M P 

Singapore 

29/3/65 

My dear Sir 

I have the pleasure to enclose letters to Messrs Wade and Schreiber and the Baron de Meritens, 
and at the request of His Royal Highness the Duke of Brabant to beg that you will do his 
Highness the favor of forwarding them under official covers to their respective addresses. 

Believe me etc 

Sd O C 

True Copy 

M P 



To H.E. The Governor Hongkong 

My dear Graham 

_______Will you kindly, when you may have a leisure moment, oblige me by giving me your 
opinion as to the propriety of causing Crown Counsel who conduct all Criminal prosecutions on 
the part of Government to be sworn in and also if the measure is considered necessary by 
mentioning the form of oath to be administered. The question has been mooted here and I am 
consequently desirous of ascertaining from the best authority what is the proper course to be 
pursued. 

I am afraid the Straits sometimes gives you some trouble by official references but our Judges 
stand in some respect of the Advocate Genl though when many counter to their own views they 
might sometimes be inclined to overrule the opinion of the Crown Counsel. Hence upon any 
point likely to be brought before the Court I am always anxious to obtain the decisions of the 
former instead of being guided entirely by my local legal adviser. 

I Graham Esq. B.A. 

Offg Advocate Genl 

Calcutta 

2nd April /65 

My dear Sir 

As in a memorial to your address which has lately been published by the Memorialists in the 
Local Journals, I find that it is asserted that whilst the Revenue of the Straits has rapidly 
increased, the expenditure without any obvious reason has increased in a like and sometimes 
even greater ratio, an assertion likely to lead to the impression that there has been unnecessary 
extravagance on the part of the Local Govt., I have considered it but right in self defence to 
forward herewith for submission to {Mr?} Cardwell a brief memo shewing the Receipts and 
Disbursements for the several years that the finances of the Settlement have been under my 
control, from which it will be perceived that, whilst the amount of expenditure has remained 
almost stationary — for if the omitted items for 59/60 had been included there would have been 
little or no difference between the disbursements for that year and those for 1860/61 — the 
Revenue has been raised upwards of one half. At the same time there is hardly an office in which 
the position of the employees has not been somewhat improved, and a greater efficiency second 
{secured?}.  

There has also been a considerable expenditure on Public Works. The list attached to the Memo 
affords but a very meagre idea of our operations, for both in Province Wellesley and Malacca, 
but more especially the latter, numerous roads and bridges have been constructed, and I can now 
drive to several points to which on my assuming charge of the Govt. I could only extend my 
tours of inspection by being carried by bearers in a hammock.  



Whilst however there has been no start (strict policy?}as regards outlay received for the 
improvement of the country or the efficiency of the Establishment, the necessity of economy has 
not been lost sight of. The strictest security {supervision?} has been exercised over contingent 
expenditure, and it is under this head that large reductions have been effected, every bill being 
subjected to my own personal audit before it is passed 

Sd O C 

Sir F Rogers Bt 

Colonial Office 

2nd April 65 

My dear Sir 

In a memorial bearing your signature addressed to Sir F Rogers and which has been published in 
the Local Journals I find that it is asserted that whilst the Revenue of the Straits has gradually 
increased there has been a corresponding or even great increase in the expenditure. How far this 
assertion has been borne out by facts the perusal of the accompanying Memo will enable you to 
judge. From this it will be perceived that notwithstanding the great advance in the Receipts, the 
amount of disbursements — for were the omitted items included there would be little difference 
between those for 1859/60 and 1860/61 — has remained almost stationery, yet large Public 
Works including the construction of numerous roads and bridges in Prov. Wellesley and 
Malacca, but more in the latter District, have been carried out, and there is hardly an office {in} 
which the subordinate employees have not been placed on a more respectable footing, and 
greater efficiency thus secured. Whilst however there has been no strict (policy) as regards 
outlay for legitimate improvements, the most rigid supervision - every bill being subjected to my 
personal scrutiny — has been exercised over contingent expenditure, and it is under that head 
that reductions have been effected. 

As regards the Military, the strength of the Native Infantry has been materially reduced, whilst 
the two batteries of Native Artillery have been relieved by Europeans, and I need hardly remind 
you that in former days one of the great grievances set forth by the residents of the Straits was 
the want of European troops for their protection. Apparently you are not aware that the great 
expense on account of Europeans is the cost of rations, and as a Marine receives larger rations 
than an Artilleryman, he would prove more expensive 

I shall always be happy to afford you any information you may require on points connected with 
my Government, but considering that my Annual Reports are always obtainable, I conceive that I 
have just cause to complain of the mis-statement to which I have referred. 

In conclusion I may mention that, as the expenditure on account of convicts is not debited 
against the Straits, vide page 28 Ad: {An} Rep: of 1863/64 any allusion to it seems perfectly 
unnecessary. 



Sd O C 

J Crawfurd Esqre F.N.A.S. 

Athendum {Atheneum?} Club 

Singapore 

5th April 1865 

My dear Sir 

I observe in a Memorial addressed to Sir F Rogers, Under Secy of State for the Colonies, and 
which may probably in the event of a bill for the Transfer being prepared this session from 
{form} one of the papers to be laid before the House that it has been asserted that the 
expenditure for the Straits has without any obvious reason increased in a greater proportion than 
the Revenue, I have thought it right to forward by the Mail to your address a Memo shewing the 
Receipts and Disbursements for the past five years, from which it will be perceived that, whilst 
the former have increased by one half, the latter — for by including the omitted items for 
1859/60 and that for 1860/61 — has remained almost stationary. 

In the meantime important Civil and Military works have been constructed, and in most of the 
Establishments the subordinates placed upon a better footing and greater efficiency secured. But 
this has only been accomplished by strict economy as regards contingent expenses, every 
contingent Bill being subjected to my person scrutiny and full explanation with regard to all 
doubtful items called for before it is passed. 

I hardly think the Memorialists can be deemed the exponents of the wishes of the Community of 
the Straits. The generality of its Members are indifferent and a large Section are decidedly 
opposed to the proposed change, but there seems a general desire for a Legislative Council to 
determine questions of a mere local nature which it can hardly be expected that the Supreme 
Govt should attend to. 

Sd O C 

Sir C Woods 

Secy of State for India 

  

Précis of a letter to Col Man R C pg 8/4/65 

States that it is optional with Govt to fix the amount of fee on Pawnbrokers’ licences; that the 
number to be issued is entirely a question for the Police to decide and that they are liable to be 
withdrawn at a moment’s notice. Considers that the Munl fund will have to pay for the travelling 



allowance of the Police during the riots but that the Govt, if the subject is requested will pay the 
expense incurred in urging Malays to assist the Police. Requests him should there be any money 
of the Assignment left to purchase some cooking pots for Govt House Pinang. 

Sd O C 

Précis of a letter to Mr Callaghan Governor of Labuan d/9/4/65 

Acknowledges receipt of 2 letters. Sergeant Owens is still in the Service and will perhaps be 
provided for here. No spare copies of revised convict Regulations. Mentions that there is a 
general Ordinance in India prohibiting the exportation of warlike stores and certain sections 
apply here. Will send him spare copy of the Act or Sections. Requests him to send over a memo 
of the Police he requires and the rates of pay to be granted to them. 

Sd O C 

M P 

Copy of part of a letter to Mr Knox Bangkok 

x x x 

I am much obliged for the information about the Convicts. I will tell Captain McNair to 
endeavour to secure the services of a man who may be able to identify them and will then 
address you on the subject of their rendition. 

Mr Kim Ching, the Siamese Consul here, is about to take a trip to Bangkok and I hear 
afterwards, under the auspices of the King, to proceed to Kalantan and endeavour to open up 
some tin mines there. He was very profuse in his offer to render any assistance or to execute any 
Commissions for me at Bangkok, and mentioned that he had written to the King on the subject of 
some alleged exactions on our subjects at Kalantan and been informed in reply that any 
expression of my wishes would be at once attended to. In answer I merely observed that, if it 
were necessary for me to interfere, I should of coursep lace myself in communication with you, 
but that at present I was doubtful how far I should be justified in referring ay question connected 
with Kalantan to the Authorities at Bangkok. Upon this he remarked "Oh, I know Kalantan does 
not form part of Siam, but the Rajah is now very submissive to the King and the King is always 
anxious to meet your wishes and would consequently advise him to do whatever you considered 
right". I expressed my pleasure at hearing of this satisfactory state of affairs and the conversation 
ended by his informing me that the King was very anxious about the intentions of our worthy 
allies and could only look to us for protection in case of need to be there. {Whether} this 
communication was spontaneous or under dictation from Bangkok I cannot say, but it is just as 
well that you should know of it 

9.4.65 

O C 



13/4/65 

My dear Mr Luce 

As I believe you are on the eve of your departure from the Settlement I think it but right to 
address you these few lines in order to bear my testimony to the ability and earnestness with 
which you have performed the duties that have devolved upon you during the last few years. 

As regards your attendance at the General Hospital and H.C. I can of course testify from 
Personal Observation, and with respect to your labours among the shipping I have the evidence 
not only of general report but in many instances of persons who have benefited by your 
ministration. In expressing therefore the opinion above recorded I am merely doing you justice. 

Whilst regretting your removal from Singapore I cannot but congratulate you upon your 
approaching advancement to a higher position in the Church those {than?} you have hitherto 
enjoyed and feel assured that wherever you may be stationed the functions of your sacred office 
will be faithfully and zealously discharged. 

Sd O C 

The Revd Luce 

(insert) 

My dear Sir Richard 

I have carefully perused the whole of the papers you kindly sent for my consideration, as well as 
the statement made this morning by the Prisoner to Dunman, and although I cannot but consider 
that strong {suspicions?} attach to the head man of the Red Flag Society, I am afraid there is 
little prospect of our being able to obtain a conviction against them upon the charge of being 
accessories to murder. 

As regards however the likely to be much more conclusive than at first anticipated provided 
Dunman in secrecy the attendance of the witnesses who may possibly be able to furnish any 
important evidence in his for the purpose of making enquiries regarding them and hopes to be 
more successful in the course of next day. I must say that I have never heard of a man who the 
murder of the dead man may never be heard from 

April 23/65 To Sir R B McCausland 

(end of insert) 

  

My dear Braddell 



Many thanks for your notes on the subject of the charge against Sheik Mussah. You have done 
all that lay in your power towards securing his conviction and we must hope to obtain further 
evidence in corroboration of Rama Sami’s statements before the next session. Had Rama Sami 
not taken so active a part in the murder I should have felt justified in commuting his sentence in 
order that he might be produced in Court when Sheik Mussah’s trial comes on, but as it was, it 
seemed to me that I could hardly have shewn him mercy without extending it to his companions, 
and thus the whole of the perpetration {perpetrators?}of a most cold blooded murder would 
escaped the penalty so justly awarded as the punishment of the crime of which they were found 
guilty. 

Sd O C 

T Braddell Esqre 

Crown Counsel 

My dear Sir 

The Tumongong of Johore having represented to me his intention of proceeding to England by 
the next Mail I trust I may be pardoned furnishing him with these few lines to your address. His 
Highness informs me that he proposes remaining in England about 4 months and that he will 
avail himself of the opportunity thus afforded of making himself acquainted with the sources of 
our greatness by visiting all the important manufacturing Towns, Dockyards etc. As he is 
observant and intelligent I trust that his visit may result in benefit both to himself and to his 
country. I feel assured that he will gratefully appreciate any assistance that may under your 
instructions be afforded him for carrying his views into effect. 

Sd O C 

The Rt Hon Secy of State for India 

3rd May 1865 

Précis of a letter to Col Man R C Pinang d/21st May 1865 

Informs him of the steps he should take to obtain casual leave and requests him to report fully in 
his Annual Report on the conduct of the Chinese during the street riots. 

M P 

Précis of a note to Sir B Maxwell d/21/5/65 

Informs him that arrangements will be made to pay out of the Treasury monies ordered to be 
paid by the Court without waiting for a reference to the Accountant General at Singapore. 

Sd O C 



  

(insert) Malacca May 12 1865 

My dear Colonel Durand 

As it is possible that you may not have received any Despatch from our Consul at Bangkok 
regarding the Treaty recently concluded between France and Siam I have the pleasure to forward 
a copy of the confidential; communication, with annexures, addressed to me on the subject. 

The Treaty certainly leaves nothing undetermined, in this respect being superior to the 
Engagements which we are in the habit of entering into. You will have observed from the 
enclosure to the first official on the subject of Tringanu and Kalantan that formerly those States 
were always looked upon as being solely under British protection and that it is only of late years, 
perceiving that we took no interest in the matter, that Siam has perceived {proceeded?} to 
advance any claim to consider them as Tributary Provinces. 

May 25 

The post of Surveyor at Malacca, of which the pay is Rs 400 per mensem having remained 
vacant for several months, owing to my inability to secure the services of a duly qualified person 
to hire to take it, I am induced to write these few lines to enquire whether it is in your power to 
recommend a fitting candidate. Some time back I wrote to W.N. Thurlin on the subject but at that 
time he had nobody on his list that he considered suitable for the post. The candidate should 
possess the requisite qualifications for carrying out the ordinary operations of a revenue Survey 
and have some knowledge of the Native character and personage, and I should wish him to be a 
gentleman so that he may be eligible in turn to succeed to the higher post of Surveyor Genl of the 
Straits Settlement which may probably become vacant soon for years hence and of which the 
salary will be Rs 700. 

I shall feel much obliged if you can afford me any assistance in this matter as there is a great deal 
of work to be got through at Malacca and the services of a Surveyor are urgently needed to 
enable the Surveyor General to superintend operations at the other Stations. 

O C 

To The Offg Surveyor Genl 

Précis d/25th May 1865 

States that the Surveyor General should define the boundary line as soon as possible so that the 
other boundary pillars may be erected on the bank of the Kessang. Should it be considered 
advisable to have a third on any other point the matter should be brought to notice. The 
redistribution of the Assignment for Vernacular Schools has been sanctioned, but as soon as the 
school is established at Alore Gajah the circumstances should be reported 



O C 

The Hon Captain Burn 

R C Malacca 

(end of insert) 

Letter to Captain Ricketts Consul Sarawak d/26/5/65 

Acknowledges receipt of his letter of 15th May. 

There can I think be little doubt that the great desideratum for Sarawak is a strong and energetic 
Govt., for provided its resources were properly developed the country contains all the essential 
elements of prosperity. Money however is wanting and as long as the Govt. remains upon its 
present footing, so much depending upon the life of a maybe {elderly?} man, capitalists will not 
be imbued with a sufficient feeling of confidence in its stability to induce them to embark their 
money in speculations for the improvement of any portion of the large tract under its control. 

I feel assured that the Old Rajah is perfectly aware of the real state of the case, and that one of 
the reasons for his urging the necessity for recognition or rather protection or annexation is his 
anxiety to guard against any complications that may ensue after his death. So long as he is alive 
his influence, both with the people of Sarawak and with our Govt. at home will be sufficient to 
preserve the country either from internal dissensions of Foreign aggressors, but should anything 
happen to him, and he is now an old man, it is doubtful whether his nephew wd. Be able to keep 
the chiefs in order, and it is certain that unless restrained by the fear of giving umbrage to our 
Govt., the Dutch would at once commence operations with a view to bringing the Country under 
their sway, and any disturbances that might arise along the frontier would of course give them a 
plausible pretext for their proceedings. 

I agree with you in thinking that there would be no opposition on the part of the people to the 
transfer of the Settlement to the British Crown and that the measure would be in every respect 
advantageous. I am certain however that the Rajah will be much surprised and annoyed at the 
decision at which his nephew seems to have arrived. Nothing has as yet been settled about the 
transfer of the Straits. 

Sd O C 

Extract from a letter to Mr Knox H.B.M. Consul Bangkok d/31st May/65 

I am much obliged for the copy of the French version of the Treaty with Siam forwarded with 
your letter of the 20th Instant wh. duly reached me a few days ago. 

As far as I am competent to judge, the arrangement seems to be in many respects highly 
satisfactory. The position of Cambodia with respect to the contracting parties is now clearly 
defined and further complications probably leading to extremely unpleasant results ought thus to 



be avoided. It certainly would have been a great advantage if, acting on your suggestion, the 
Court at Bangkok had secured the recognition of the Independence of Cambodia in lieu of 
acknowledging the protectorate of france, but possibly there would have been considerable 
opposition offered by the French authorities to the re-exertion {re-insertion?} of an article to that 
effect. The attempt however might have been made. I am afraid now there is little chance of any 
amendment being made. 

Nothing seems to have been as yet decided by the authorities at home to the position to be 
occupied by Tringanu and Calantan. I may mention however for your information, as it is right 
you should know that in 1837 the Court of Siam addressed the governor of the Straits to enquire 
whether those States were considered under British protection or not, and the result of the 
correspondence would certainly seem to establish very satisfactorily the fat that they are in no 
way under siam. Indeed the very question put by the Siamese Minister as to whether we claimed 
jurisdiction over them affords tolerably convincing proof on that point. 

x x x 

Sd O C 

Précis of a letter to Lt Col Man R C Pinang d/31st May 1865 

Replies to his letter of the 20th and 23rd Instant. Requests more information regarding Mr 
Brown’s ground which he offers. Officers’ quarters not to be built this year. Considers that until 
further restrictions come down it will be better to follow the old system of accounts in the Straits. 
Considers that Mr Logan had better write in regarding the Bond. Considers the investigation 
regarding the Farm was loosely conducted. 

Sd O C M P 

Précis of a letter to Col Man R C Pg 4/6/65 

Considers it advisable that Mr Earl should return to Province Wellesley but would not sanction 
any permanent arrangement as regards Mr Presgrave’s performing the Bukit Tamboon 
Magisterial duties. Hopes the Rajah of Quedah will cede the desired territory by purchase as he 
is averse to any exchange of land. Requests him to send in his land Revenue Returns or if they 
have come in to transmit duplicates as they must have been mislaid. Is puzzled what to do about 
the Larroot people. Intimates that he can draw his pay. Has heard nothing further about the 
transfer. 

Sd/ O C 

Singapore 

7th June 1865 

Sir 



In accordance with your Royal Highness’ request I do myself the honor of forwarding my 
Photograph. I regret the delay that has occurred in meeting your wishes. It has been in a great 
measure occasioned by my unavoidable absence from this station on a tour of inspection at 
Malacca 

On referring to the Memo of Receipts and Disbursements of the Straits Settlement prepared for 
your Royal Highness’ information, I find that owing to it not being subjected to usual revision it 
contains a typographical error, the amount expended by the municipality in 1863/64 having been 
only Rs. 392576 Rupees. The tiger skin which your Royal Highness was pleased to accept has 
been delivered to Mr Cateaux and will I trust reach you in safety. 

I hope I may be pardoned expressing my pleasure at hearing that the accounts of the state of 
health of H.M. your Father received by your Royal Highness at Galle must have proved more 
favourable than you anticipated and have thus in some degree tended to allay the anxiety caused 
by the first report from Calcutta. 

I remain etc. 

Sd O C 

To H.R.H. 

The Duke of Brabant 

Précis of a letter to Col Man R C Pinang d/12/6/65 

Requests him to let Dr Monat have Govt House for 10 days and to procure a full set of pots and 
pans for the Kitchen. Desires him to send down his remarks upon the trade etc. of Pinang during 
the past year either officially or demi-officially. 

Sd O C 

M P 

(in French) 

Monsieur l’Annial 

Selon le desir m’experience {expressé?} par Monsieur l’Annial Grandiére j’ai le plaisir de vous 
envoye une copie du plan que j’ai dessiné de la maison du Government a Singapore et que 
Monsieur l’Annial Grandiére a trouvé très convenable pour la climat tropique. 

Agreez etc. 

12th May/65 Sd O C 



H.l. 

To Rear Admiral Roze 

Govr and Comr in Chief 

Saigon 

My dear Captain Ricketts 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 1st Instant. I am sorry to hear 
that our Government has abandoned the idea of taking Sarawak under its protection. In the event 
of a European war there can be no doubt that the possession of the North Coast of Borneo would 
prove very advantageous to our interests, but the fact is that the present Government has no 
policy either in Europe or Asia, and will not therefore take the trouble to guard against future 
contingencies. Sufficient for the day is the evil thereof is evidently one present motto. 

By this Mail the Marquis Giacomo Corie, with 2 companions, leaves this (place} for Borneo. 
Their ostensible object is a scientific tour and they talk of remaining for a considerable perior so 
as to visit the whole of the interior. I have furnished them with a note of introduction to you. 
They have been duly accredited by Sir J. Brooke to his Authority at Sarawak and it is possible 
that besides conducting their scientific researches they have been instructed to make enquiries as 
to the extent etc. of the territories under the Sarawak Govt. with a view to their eventual transfer 
to Italy. This however is a mere vague surmise on my part. The Marquis is asn intelligent 
agreeable man, so you will I have little doubt be pleased with his acquaintance. 

Our transfer to the charge of the Colonial Office seems to me to be quite at an end. It is clear 
from the reply to Lord Stanley that the question is not even under any consideration. 

I am afraid it is out of my power to give you any detailed information regarding the Dutch Naval 
force in these seas but i should fancy it numbers about 15 vessels of various sizes and 
descriptions. Since the defeat of the Lamons {Lanoons} by the "Rainbow" in 1862 I have heard 
of no piratical attack either upon our vessels or vessels sailing under Dutch colours. I believe the 
Spaniards now keep a considerable naval force in the neighborhood of the Sooloo Islands, and 
this may perhaps have prevented their fleets from leaving on any piratical expedition. Formerly 
they generally started with the Northerly Monsoon and passing to the South of Borneo made 
their appearance in this quarter in May or June. 

The question of the Dutch Encroachments in Sumatra is I believe under discussion. One great 
argument is that the Treaties concluded by us with the native States contained special articles 
precluding the chiefs from placing themselves under the Authority of any European power and 
that these treaties are still in force, the treaty of 1824 with Holland having only postponed effect. 
We protected {protested} against the proceeding of the Dutch in 1842. They immediately retired. 
They recommenced their advance in 1858/59 and as soon as it became known to the Straits 
Authorities, the matter was at once brought to the notice of the Home Government. 



Sd O C 

14/6/65  

Captain Ricketts 

H B M Consul 

Sarawak 

Singapore June 21st 1865 

My dear Colonel 

As I observe that the question of the rights of Indian officers is again under discussion and the 
necessity for adopting measures to remedy the grievances complained of may therefore be again 
brought before the council, I have not thought it out of place to submit for your consideration a 
scheme which would I believe combine simplicity, efficiency and economy and which would, I 
honestly think, give general satisfaction both to the Government and to the Army. 

I have, as you know, served on the Staff both of Regular and Irregular Regiments, as well as on 
the General Staff, and although my Field Service has been with Irregular Corps and consequently 
I have naturally a strong feeling in favor of Irregulars, yet I must confess that the idea of an 
Irregular Army has always struck me as being the mere dream of a mild {wild?} visionary like 
General Jacob, who, if I remember right, never saw Native Troops under a heavy cannonade, and 
not the scheme of a practical soldier. Years ago, in a Memorandum submitted to Lord Canning 
(just before the Mutiny) I pointed out the fallacy of supposing that Irregulars were better than 
Regulars, and the cause of their temporary superiority, and I am convinced that the Irregular 
system will never stand the test of time or any sudden pressure, whilst an Irregular Army will in 
no way add to the military strength of the Empire, and this is the point which, in the present state 
of affairs, should certainly not be lost sight of. 

And now for my scheme in which I will take up the several supposed grievances seriatim:- 

1st Grievance 

Reduction in the number of General Officers by the transfer of 7 Lieut. Generals and 5 major 
Generals to Her Majesty’s Army. 

Remedy 

Complete the list of General Officers to the number duly authorized before the Amalgamation or 
else, on a casualty occurring amongst the officers transferred, promote an officer of the Indian 
Army. 

2nd Grievance 



Supercession (supersession?}of officers by the formation of the Staff Corps. 

Remedy 

Add a clause to the Staff Corps Warrant to the effect that the period of the first five years served 
in the Staff Corps is to be considered as one of probation, at the expiration of that time the officer 
to have the option of reverting to his Regiment or joining the Staff Corps permanently, in the 
latter case, his rank, which would previously be only honorary or official to be confirmed and his 
name removed from his former Cadre. 

3rd Grievance 

The abolition of the Regimental system. 

Remedy 

There were formerly 156 Corps of the Line in the Native Army. Reduce this number to 78, the 
Indian Government selecting the best Corps for the purpose, let them be numbered from 1 to 78 
of Her M’s Indian Army, to be, eventually, on the same footing as West Indian Regiments and 
liable to serve in any part of the world when their services may be needed. In forming these 
Corps take the Cadres of two Battalions of Officers, add them together as Wings in the same 
manner as in the old European Regiments, promotion going to each Wing until one Cadre is 
absorbed, when all promotion would be Regimental. This arrangement, according to the present 
strength of Cadres, would give two Lieut. Colonels, two Majors, fourteen Captains and, upon the 
average, about eighteen Lieutenants. The future establishment of a Regiment might however be 
fixed, say at one Lieut. Colonel, one Major, eight Captains, twelve Lieutenants and four Ensigns, 
the reduction being effected by absorption, as in the case of the two Lieutenants absorbed in 
1835, the corps to be allowed death vacancies and retirements but no promotion to be made in 
the room of a Staff Corps Officer removed, and no Ensign to be posted until the reduction had 
been completed. 

4th Grievance 

Supercession caused by the Last Warrant. 

Remedy 

This has caused endless annoyance and heartburning and the only remedy is to cancel the 
Warrant and allow Officers to retain their present rank but to be honorary only. 

The above plan would be entirely in consonance with the Regulations of the Old Indian Army, 
and by requiring an Officer to serve five years in the Staff Corps before being permanently 
posted to it, promotion would be more equalized than by striking Staff Officers of {off} at once, 
whilst eventually, the Indian Government would have at its disposal 78 really efficient 
Regiments, capable of being sent, in case of War, to Garrison the Cape, Mauritius etc., and thus 
obviating the necessity of reducing the strength of our European Army in India, whilst they 



would serve as nurseries for the Staff Corps. Employment would at once be provided for a large 
number of dissatisfied officers who are now idle, merely doing duty at the several Stations, and a 
very great reduction would be made in our Military Expenditure, for at the present we are paying 
high Staff Salaries for the performance of duties for which Regimental Officers are available. 

Believe me to remain 

Yours sincerely 

Sd/ O Cavenagh 

P.S. In forming the new Regiments the 1st and 38th Bengal would be the first East Indian 
Regiment. 1st and 27th Madras the Second, 1st and 16th Bombay the third and so on 

Colonel W.L. Baker 

Royal Bengal Engineers 

India Office 

Victoria Street 

Westminster S.W. 

London 

Précis of a letter to Lt Col Man d/22/6/65 

Mentions that the "Pluto" will leave this {place} with Troops on Tuesday for Malacca and 
Pinang to bring down Labuan Detail. Hopes to leave for Pinang on the 5th or 6th July. Requests 
him to send up his memo about commerce and agriculture. Observes that in his letter to the 
Rajah of Quedah he mentions that a communication had already been made to the Siamese Court 
regarding the certification {correction?} of the Frontier. Enquires whether he refers to the 
correspondence in the first instance as there has been none of late years. Considers Brown’s offer 
to sell the whole piece of ground as fair and reasonable and purposes submitting it for the 
consideration of Sup. Govt. If he is prepared to exchange it for the 2 pieces worth $3,000 this 
might be done at once leaving the further purchase an open question. 

Sd O C 

Précis of a letter to the R C Malacca d/28/6/65 

In regard to the Boundary Pillars the first thing to settle is the position of the Pillar on the 
Kassang River. The intermediate Pillars can be filled up hereafter. Refers him to Mayne for the 
clearance of any of the Malacca Rivers as well as for the preparation of an irrigation scheme to 
counteract the present droughts. Desires him to consult the Ch. Engineer about the removal of 



the collection of night soil in Convict Jail. Sanctions his incurring the award for the reception of 
the Ceylon Convicts if necessary. Desires him to send up a list of works he may want for Mr 
Keasberry. Desires him to send in a report of the land at Tanang {Tanah} Merah pointing out 
that the people have no title and wish to take out leases. Is sorry to hear of the distress of the 
people and wishes him and the Ch. Engineer to devise some plan to give the people employment 
whereby their distress wd. Be relieved. No chance of a gratuity to Mr Hackett’s family should 
anything happen to him. Will send up an order about Sultan’s arrears in a day or 2 but desires 
him to point out that they cannot be paid without he gives receipts under his own seal. 

Sd O C 

Précis of a note to Col Man R C Pinang 28th/6/65 

Does not agree with him and Logan about the embankment of the Mudah. Does not think we can 
interfere in the affairs of Perak. Considers his report on the Police most satisfactory. 

Sd O C 

M P 

Singapore July 5th 1865 

My dear Sir 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th May. Whilst fully 
recognising the kindly feeling in your allusion to my own interests I cannot allow your remarks 
with regards to the Indian Government to pass unnoticed, as otherwise it might be supposed that 
I concurred in the opinion you have expressed, which is certainly not the case, for I honestly 
believe and my belief is, if I mistake not, showed in by you {shared in by?} the greater number 
of the European residents in the Straits, that the Government under which the Settlement has 
risen to its present state of prosperity, has been a most liberal one, and that there is no Colony in 
Her Majesty’s dominions that has enjoyed so many advantages with such a light taxation. Even 
at present, Hongkong, a Colony established almost entirely for a political purpose, is as heavily 
taxed as the Straits, the Government there receiving from the land the benefits that are here 
enjoyed by private proprietors. 

Whether the time has arrived to sever the connection that has so long existed between the Straits 
and India is a point upon which there may be some difficulty in expressing a decided opinion, 
but at all events, should the separation take place, it should not be forgotten that for a long series 
of years the Settlement proved a heavy burthen upon the finances of the governing Power, and 
that some gratitude is due for the fostering care with which it was treated in its early days and 
which has enabled it of late to make such a rapid advance and establish a fair claim to future 
independence. I will now answer your several charges against the Indian Government seriatim. 

1st. The expenditure in 1859/60 having been 812,529 + 200,00 Public Works + 9,125 Singapore 
Institution + 50,000 Court Establishment + 35,000 Interest on deposits amounted in all to 



1,106,654; the Receipts were 1,254,531. In 1863/64 the Expenditure was 1,206,326; the Receipts 
amounted to 1,956,758. Ergo the former did not increase in the same or a larger proportion than 
the latter. 

2nd. As already mentioned in my former letter the original increase to the Military Force in the 
Straits was made solely in consequence of the representations of the Community as to the want 
of sufficient protection to life and property in the case of a Chinese emeute and not in the case of 
an attack from a Foreign enemy. Chinese emeutes still occur and only lately one broke out at 
Pinang which was not suppressed before twenty lives had been lost and a great deal of property 
destroyed. The presence of the military and the Police saved the Town and the rioters fled to the 
Country where they were eventually hemmed in and dispersed. Our force at present consists of 
almost the exact strength named by the chamber of Commerce, viz 200 Europeans and 1,000 
Natives, but we have to make all advances for the Detachment at Labuan and this causes our 
Military Expenditure to appear heavy. This {the} amount of their {these} advances is, of course, 
eventually recovered by the Madras Government, against which we debit all Military payments. 
The numbers of Officers doing duty with the Native Troops is less than we should have with a 
local Corps, but owing to the amalgamation arrangements we have now more Field Officers 
doing duty than authorized by regulations. This is however a mere temporary pressure which we 
must share with the resto f India, and considering the long period that we paid nothing towards 
our Troops I fancy we have no great cause for complaint. 

3rd. The "Diana" and the "Hooghly" were both worn out in the Straits Service and, when the 
latter Steamer was condemned, the Indian Government sent down the "Pluto". The Straits have 
had the use of these three Steamers and not a penny has the Local Government been called upon 
to pay for them. In 1860 petty piracy was so bad all along our coasts that even our very Harbours 
were not safe. Had this state of affairs continued our local trade must have suffered. Two small 
steamers, which only arrived from England in 1858, were then in China under Admiral Hope, 
and the Admiral was requested to place their services at the disposal of this Government. As 
soon as they could be dispensed with he did so, and they have proved extremely useful, whilst 
petty piracy between Malacca and Pinang, where it was most rife, has almost entirely ceased, the 
Natives knowing that the Steamers can pursue them up the Rivers and Creeks. One Steamer as a 
matter of economy has been placed out of employment. 

The average Annual cost of the maintenance of the Establishment of the Steamers, including the 
Singapore Water Police, has been about £8,200, not £15,000 as mentioned in your letter, but 
these vessels have to perform the whole of the duties connected with the relief of all the Light 
Houses in the Straits, upwards of 200 Miles apart, the Transport of Troops, Stores and Civil 
Establishments, and the Circuit tours of the Governor and the Court, but a very small portion of 
the assignment on their account would therefore be fairly debitable against the Heading 
"Suppression of Piracy". 

4th. I find I have omitted to notice your reference to the convicts. The cost of the Convict 
Establishment has never been charged against the Straits. The Accounts connected with it have 
always been kept distinct from the Local Expenditure. The Straits have therefore enjoyed the 
advantage of gratuitous labor of all the transmarine prisoners, the results of which is to be found 
in Roads, Sea Walls and Public Buildings such as few Colonies can boast of. 



I trust the foregoing observations will convince you that your attack upon the Indian Government 
has been both ungenerous and unjust, if not even impolite {impolitic?} by leading the 
Authorities at the Colonial Office to suppose that they would have to deal with an unreasonable 
and discontented Community when the fact is the very reverse. Indeed I feel convinced that if the 
transfer does take place, the Straits, whilst imposing no burthen upon the Imperial Revenue, will 
give less trouble than a Small West Indian Island. I have just completed my Administration 
Report and you will be glad to hear that there has again been an increase, though slight, in our 
Receipts, with a decrease of Expenditure. 

Believe me 

Yours sincerely 

Sd/ Orfeur Cavenagh 

J Crawfurd Esqre etc. etc. 

London 

Précis of a letter to Col Man R C Pinang d/7/7/65 

Will leave for Pinang about the 17th. Requests that all his letters may be sent down accordingly. 
Hopes that he made Captain Fox embark the Troops in his own boat as no bill for that purpose 
will be passed. Will discuss the question of the Embankment of the Mudah on the arrival of the 
governor at Pinang. Hopes he has issued the necessary orders regarding the cooking utensils at 
Govt. House. 

Précis of a note to Mr W F Lewis Pinang d/10th July 1865 

Returns a note from the foreign Office and mentions that he has merely to write an official 
announcing his appointment as Consul for Siam at Pinang when he will be duly Gazetted. 

Sd O C 

9/7/65 

My dear Sir 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 15th Ultimo and thank you for 
your kind attention to my request. To enable Mr Talbot to count his previous Service, to draw his 
pay en route and to receive the ordinary rate of passage money it is necessary that his transfer 
should be made with the sanction of the Supreme Government and not that his appointment 
should take place under the mere orders of the Local Government, as originally intended.  

For this sanction I shall be happy to cause the requisite application to be made, and indeed would 
have directed a letter to be despatched by this opportunity, but there is again a rumour of the 



probability of the Settlement being transferred to the charge of the Colonial Office and that the 
Bill to carry out the measure will be introduced this Session, and I have therefore thought it 
advisable to defer communicating with the Supreme Government until the point is determined, as 
in the event of Mr Talbot’s having only joined a few months before the transfer, there might be 
some difficulty raised against his counting his sixteen years Indian Service. 

I trust that Mr Talbot is not under the impression that there is any immediate prospect of 
promotion to the appointment of Surveyor General. It certainly was not my intention to convey 
the idea as the present incumbent will doubtless remain in office for some years to come. But in 
checking your kind offers to fill up the existing vacancy in the Survey Department I believe it 
possible that you might be able to recommend some young officer of three or four years Service 
who might be able to wait for some little time for further advancement. With many thanks. 

Believe me to Remain 

Yours sincerely 

Sd O Cavenagh 

To Lieut Col I T Walker R.E. 

Offg Surveyor General 

My dear Mr Hackett 

Your note of the 5th only reached me this morning whilst I was in Court. It will of course afford 
me much pleasure to meet your wishes by applying for a passage for you in the Steamer 
"Taman" {Tamar?}and to exert any personal influence I may have with Captain Sirling in your 
behalf but it is now too late for me to write to the Admiral on the subject and I much fear in her 
crowded state, with an express order from Admiral May, there is little prospect of a passage 
being granted and that it would therefore be advisable for you to endeavour to secure 
accommodation on board one of the Merchant Vessels destined for England now in harbour 
instead of placing any reliance on your chance of getting leave by the Transport. I haven ot yet 
received any official communication from Captain Burn but the preposting leave he has granted 
you will be confirmed. Regretting much etc. 

Sd O C 

The Revd W. Hackett 

My dear Braddell 

I have carefully given {read?} over the Draft Excise Act and believe that it will fully answer the 
desired purpose. There are however three points to which I would request your attention. 



First. Section XIX. Will it not be difficult to fix and equitable fee for a permit that may include 
any quantity of Spirituous Liquor from one bottle to One Hundred? If so I think it would be 
better either to omit the fee or to allow it to be charged only when the Liquor may exceed a 
certain quantity, say a Dozen or Half a Dozen. 

Second. Section XXVII. Would it not be better to omit the word "so" in the concluding Proviso? 

Third. Section LXX. Technically speaking, which is the most correct expression to use — "shall 
become nonsuit" or "shall become nonsuited"? 

Yours sincerely 

Sd O Cavenagh 

T Braddell Esqre 

My dear Dunman 

As both you and Braddell are of opinion that there is little hope of a conviction being obtained in 
the case of Sheik Mussah, you are authorized to withdraw the prosecution. 

Sd O C 

Précis of a note to Captain Ricketts Consul Sarawak d/17/7/65 

Believes than an American Consul has been appointed at Brunei. 

Sd O C 

M P 

  

  

  

Précis of a letter to Mr Callaghan d/17/7/65 

Was unable to defer longer the relief of the Labuan Detachment and hopes to send him some 
Arms Act Notifications by this opportunity. 

Sd O C 

M P 



Singapore d/21st July 1865 

My dear Sir 

I have to thank you for your letter of 27th May which I had the pleasure of receiving by the last 
Mail. I regret much to hear that the question of the transfer of the Straits to the charge of the 
Colonial Office is still undecided, for there can be little doubt that the existing uncertainty is in 
many instances prejudicial to the interests of the Settlement. Under the impression that we are 
about to be severed from India the Council of the Governor General, whilst abrogating Acts now 
in force specially exclude us from the operation of new Enactments, so that already on many 
points of considerable importance we are actually without any law whatever. Hitherto no 
practical inconvenience has been experienced, but at any time a case may arise that may cause 
some trouble. For instance, as notes in India are only circulated by Government Establishments, 
there are no rules on the subject of the issue of notes by Chartered Banks. The Lords of the 
Treasury, under the impression I presume that some control over their proceedings is exercised 
by the Local Government, have granted permission to several Banks to issue notes in the Straits. 
These banks may therefore circulate any quantity of paper without their cash chests being 
subjected to any inspection to shew the amount of specie available to meet their liabilities. 

By this opportunity I hope to despatch to your address some copies of my Administration Report 
for 1864/65 fm which you will perceive that there has again been a slight increase in our 
Revenue and decrease in our Expenditure. This is satisfactory considering the Commercial Crisis 
through which we have lately passed. 

Sd O C 

To Sir Frederic Rogers Bt 

Under Secy of State 

Colonial Office 

Singapore 21st July 1865 

My dear Sir 

By this Mail I hope to have the pleasure of forwarding to your address some copies of the 
Administration Report of the Straits Settlement for 1864/65, shewing, I am happy to mention, a 
slight increase in our revenue and decrease in our expenditure. As we have recently passed 
through a severe Commercial crisis and both our Stamps and Excise receipts have been affected, 
the result may be deemed satisfactory. 

The fear at {and?} existing uncertainty as to the transfer of the Straits to the charge of the 
Colonial Office is in many respects injurious to the interests of this Settlement. As regards 
legislation we are almost entirely ignored by the Council of the Governor General, and as many 
Acts formerly in force have been abrogated whilst  



the new enactments do not extend to the Straits. On many important points we are already 

without any law whatever. We are excluded from the benefits of the Penal Code, and 
consequently from those of all those Acts of which the penalties prescribed can only be enforced 
under the provisions of that Code, and even the Act for the Registration of the transfer of 
movable and immovable property, which was in reality originated on a suggestion of my own 
was not extended {to my own} to my Government. 

If the question of the transfer were decided in the negative a saving in Military expenditure might 
be effected by moving the Native Troops to the empty barracks at Tanglin, where the officers 
would be provided with quarters, but at present of course I do not feel justified in making any 
recommendation on this point. 

The Native States are generally quiet but Perak still continues in a state of anarchy, and unless 
order is restored I am afraid our trade will suffer. The Dutch Resident from Rhio paid me a visit 
this morning. He has just returned from the Sumatra Coast. He did not however make any 
allusion to his proceedings in that Quarter. 

Sd/ O C 

The Rt Hon 

The Secy of State for India 

Précis of a note to Lt Col Man R C Pinang d/21/7/65 

Regrets to hear of the state of Perak but considers it advisable not to interfere until a clear case of 
breach of International law has been committed and then the Supreme Govt may be induced to 
take the question up. Fears there will be difficulty in filling up Earl’s berth. Captain Metcalfe 
would be a good person were he doing duty in the Straits etc. etc. 

Sd O C 

M P 

My dear Lord 

At the request of Mr Waterhouse I have the pleasure to enclose a letter he has written on the 
subject of the performance of the ecclesiastical duties at Malacca during Mr Hackett’s absence. I 
shall of course be happy as far as practicable to make arrangements for Mr Waterhouse’s 
proposed Quarterly visits to that Station. Mr Hackett’s papers have not yet come before me but 
as soon as the receipt of the report of the Medical Committee may enable me to judge as to the 
probability of his ever acquiring sufficient health to admit of his returning to duty, of which I am 
afraid there is little hope, I will address your Lordship on the subject of the appointment, if 
necessary, of a successor to his office. 



Sd O C 

The Bp of Calcutta 

Murree Panjab 

Précis of a letter to Captain Mayne C.E. Spore d/7th/8/65 

Would there be money enough House at Butterworth to be Magistrates at a rent of $25 per 
mensem and a new one built for Comr of Police. Is going to consider revised plan of convict 
lines at Pinang. New barrack in the fort to be built in continuation of the other building. Proposes 
that the peasantry in the N. of Province Wellesley shall reopen a Canal. Bennett to give them the 
benefit of his guidance and the people to be rewarded with a feast costing fm $50 to $100. 

Sd O C 

My dear Sir Benson 

Under the rules laid down for my guidance it is essential that in filling up Appointments I should 
always make arrangements for securing the services of a Covenanted or Commissioned Assistant 
to succeed to the office of R C in the event of its becoming vacant. Consequent on poor Major 
Mitchell’s death I have now no covenanted or commissioned officer available and serious 
inconvenience would accrue to the public Service in case of any one of the R C’s being 
compelled to leave. Under these circumstances I regret to say that it is out of my power to meet 
your wishes by appointing your son to the vacancy caused by poor Mr Earle’s death, as it will be 
necessary for me to make a selection from amongst the Military Candidates. 

I hope this year Sir Charles Wood may be induced to sanction the appointment of one or two 
student interpreters to be eligible to succeed to the higher appointments. 

Pinang Hill Augt 15 1865 

My dear Mr Knox 

As Mr Laurence has kindly promised to take charge of my letter I take the opportunity of 
answering yours of the 7th Ult. 

I was very glad to hear that the Admiral’s visit passed off so well and have little doubt that his 
presence at Bangkok will have a good effect. I am afraid however we shall notice {not see?} him 
again in this quarter until the end of his commission. 

Your local papers alluded to the correspondence between the Siamese Govt, and the French 
Consul, though apparently they were not aware how completely the schemes of the latter had 
been deputed {defeated?}through your judicious management. Perhaps however it is just as well 
that there should be no suspicion as to your ability to influence the police of the Siamese Court, 



as it might lead to a display of jealousy on the part of the French which it is advisable to prevent 
if possible. 

From all I hear France has made a great mistake in attempting to establish herself in Cochin 
China. She has flung away much blood and treasure, and gained literally nothing. The Trade of 
Saigon, notwithstanding the growths (great?}flourishes in the Local Journal, is rapidly 
decreasing, whilst in the interior in many places it is quite deserted, the inhabitants preferring to 
leave their villages and cross the frontier to remaining under French rule. A Foreign Merchant 
who has been for some years in charge of a House at Saigon, and who was lately calling on me, 
gave me a most miserable account of the place and reported that his Firm would long since have 
abandoned all operations in Cochin China, had they not unfortunately in the early days of the 
French Settlement become properties {proprietors?} of several lots of ground which they found 
it impossible to get ride of. 

I fancy there is little prospect of our Govt taking Siam under its protection or indeed reviving any 
interest on {in?} our policy in this part of the world. 

Do you know whether the Rajah of Quedah has consulted the Siamese Government on the 
subject of meeting our wishes with regard to the purchase of a small district mixed up with our 
territories and which has become a species of Alsatia? I believe that Sir Robert Schomburgk 
brought the matter to the notice of the first King. At least he promised to do so and the Indian 
Govt seems instead {inclined?} to sanction the 

purchase provided the Straits are not to be transferred to the charge of the Colonial Office. 

Sd Orfeur Cavenagh 

To 

My dear Sir Benson 

I find that there are only 2 Native States that can demand the rendition of offenders, Quedah 
under the provisons of the Treaty of 1802, Articles 8 and 9 referring to murderers and fuges, and 
Salangore under the Treaty of 1825, Article 5 which is of a general nature. There are other 
Treaties, for instance those with Rambow and Siam, authorizing Native Rulers to request the 
surrender of Criminals but allowing the British Government full liberty to accede to their wishes 
or not as may seem advisable. 

I have ordered a list to be prepared of the countries with which we have arrangements for the 
mutual apprehension of Seamen deserting from Merchant Vessels, with the dates of the several 
Orders in Council of which I think our Courts take cognisance equally as of a Gazette. 

Sd O C 

Sir B Maxwell 



  

17/8/65 

My dear Burn 

Many thanks for your letter of the 10th Instant which reached me today. I am sorry to fin that you 
do not seem to understand the system to be adopted with regard to accounts. It is true that in the 
first instance payments for or by other Residencies are entered as adjusted Receipts, but the last 
year’s Report, which R C’s were specially directed to refer to for information as to the heading 
under which Receipts and Expenditure were to be adjusted, charges were changed to Local 
Remittances merely because the of the provisions was forced to refer to Provinces not under the 
Local Govt, such as Burmah, Oudh etc. If however you had duly entered all sums paid as your 
account as an adjusted receipt from another Province and as previously directed given the 
necessary information in a footnote, at the same time entering the total expenditure both at 
Malacca and elsewhere under the proper service as a Disbursement, we should have had no 
difficulty whatever in preparing the General Abstract, but the mistake you made was entering 
money spent at Singapore as a receipt but omitting to return the amount as an expenditure on A/c 
of the Dept for which the outlay was incurred. Supposing for instance you asked me to pay at 
Singapore $50 and I reported that I had done so would you not enter in your private Acct book re 
Orfeur Cavenagh $50? The same principle holds good in all accounts however. I have drawn up 
a sketch abstract wh will I think explain the matter to you at once. 

Your remarks regarding my last year’s return are quite new to me. The last balance corresponded 
with the Receipts and disbursements and was accepted as being perfectly correct. Had the 
discrepancy between it and the Qrly returns been discovered at the time our explanation would 
have been at once called for, but I was of course very busy and did not think of comparing the 
documents. 

As far as I can at present tell, Captain Fox has misled you with regard to the "Polka". You may 
depend upon it your brother would not have sent her up if she had not been fit for her work and 
he will be very much vexed when he finds she has been sent back. I find by a reference to the 
Article on Lighthouses in McCullock’s Dictionary that the Bull Sand Is. Vessel carries bow to 
stern only 21 feet above the Water level and shews a light for a distance of 2 miles. Now I do not 
think the light of the "Torch" can be seen for a greater distance than the "Polka". It would have 
been a great elevation. I have little doubt that your brother will arrange for the early return of the 
"Polka" and if so when the "Pluto" reaches Malacca with the Recorder you had better detain her 
for Light duties until the Sessions are over, when she can return to S.pore and send the "Mohr" 
up to Pinang. I shall require her about the 1st Prox. To enable me to visit the new hospital at Pulo 
Jerajak and take one or two trips in the Province. 

As you have received no complaints about the duty levied on the tin we need not I fancy take any 
notice of the report that has reached you. So long in fact as the duty is light we should hardly be 
justified in interfering in the matter. 

x x x 



I hardly suppose it would be advisable for the Govt to make any advances on account of the 
purchase of seed, as we should have {lack?} a security that the money would be purposely 
{properly?} expended. 

x x x 

Protheroe will send you the proper form of certificate to be granted by Quinton to draw the 
travelling allowance for the Sub Surveyors. In his official he made no allusion to Mr Mowan and 
has afforded no explanation as to the necessity for his being regularly detached in Field duty. 
Therefore I am not prepared to sanction the full allowance. Quinton must only employ {him?}in 
the neighborhood of the town, giving him an occasional trip beyond 5 miles so as to let him draw 
the lower rate. Next year, if due necessity is shewn, the higher rate may be granted and the 
Budget assignment for travelling allowance be increased accordingly. 

Sd O C 

Captain Burn 

R C Malacca 

My dear Leveson 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 12th Instant. I have drafted the 
official transmitting your application for a Govt contribution to the funds of the A. & H. Society 
and did not fail to make a reference to the bad views expressed by the Society to try the 
chinchona. I hardly expect that you will get the $100 per mensem but I think the Govt will pay 
the increase of $50 to Mr Nairne. 

I shall be very glad to sanction the proposed alteration to the Gordon road. I think it will be a 
decided improvement. 

I can arrange for a notice being made early next Session for a settlement of the question of the 
transfer, but of course before taking any steps in the matter I shall await some decided expression 
of the general feeling for or against the measure, so that the notice may be made accordingly. It 
is certainly time that the existing uncertainty should cease. There was a recent letter or article in 
the Free Press on the subject of our Military Establishment subjects, as he referred to the number 
of non Comd Officers, not being apparently aware that the ordinary prescribed proportion is one 
to 10 privates in the Artillery. It is larger being about 1 to 5 Gunners. We have at present 1 
Colonel and 2 Majors in excess of our complement but I fancy just at present, owing to the 
recent changes everywhere throughout India, there must be more field officers than they know 
what to do with. 

The letter from the Chamber of Commerce about the adulteration of Gambier will of course 
receive consideration, but from what you mention I am afraid the question will be a difficult one 
to deal with. 



The application from the Railway Company has been received. As far as I can tell at present 
there is no reason why both companies shd not be started. The filling up of the Tellok Ayer Bay 
formed no part of either scheme. The Railway Co requires a roadway and ground for a terminus. 
The Tin Coy requires ground its warehouses. There seems to be plenty of room for all purposes. 
However the question will be duly considered by the Commission which will be appointed under 
Sect 13 of Act 22 of 1863. 

Sd O C 

Précis of a letter to the Hon Colonel McP R C Singapore d/21/8/65 

Mentions that the Railway company have no claim to the Telok Ayer Bay, as they were informed 
that Govt. was at liberty to enter into arrangements with any other parties that might come 
forward. As the Railway merely requires a roadway and terminus it might be arranged by giving 
the company the ground remaining close to Teluk Ayer Street, the railway being brought round 
by a gentle curve. Points out that the scheme for filling in Telok Ayer Bay was no part of the 
original scheme of the Railway Coy. And that their Ca[ital of $20,000 is not nearly sufficient . 
Doesn’t require his forms of Convict Bills. Is annoyed about return of the "Polka". Alterations to 
her should have been executed at Malacca. "Pluto" to be detained at Malacca after taking up the 
"Polka" and Recorder to taking down Recorder again. Was right in returning the salute fired by 
French Man of War in honor of Emperor’s birthday. What answer did he give French Consul 
regarding the Ad Report? Returns Mr Netscher’s letter. Informs him that holders of scholarships 
forfeit them on leaving school except P.W. apprentices. 

Sd O C 

My dear Mayne 

This road was entered in the List of Works and sanctioned but the carrying out of it was 
postponed as Macpherson said that Mr Hericolt could wait for the money. I hear however that as 
Man mentions he is at present in distress for want of ready money and the work must therefore 
be authorized and payment made. I will direct Bennett to take it over at once. It ought not to have 
been allowed to get into bad order again and it is a necessary work. 

Sd O C 

Captain Mayne R.E. Ch. Eng. 

My dear Lord 

I write to mention that poor Mr Hackett has left for England in H.M.Steamer "Taman" As far as 
a memo attached to his certificate by the Medical officer at Malacca {goes?} it would appear that 
there is little hope of his life being prolonged beyond a few months, and I believe that he seemed 
to be sailing {sinking?} fast before he left Singapore and was hardly expected to reach the 
Mauritius. It would hardly be advisable for the present to take any steps towards filling up the 
temporary situation. Should a permanent vacancy occur and your lordship deem Mr Carden a 



suitable person to fill the office I should be much obliged if you would kindly cause it to be 
offered to him, as he might prefer it to his present post. In the event of his non acceptance of the 
office I shall be most happy to confirm any other nomination that your Lordship may be pleased 
to make. 

With reference to the classes of which the community at Malacca is composed your Lordship 
will I am sure agree with me in thinking that it is essential that as the incumbent of the office of 
Residency Chaplain should be an English gentleman and not an elior {scholar?} of the college in 
Calcutta. 

Sd O C 

Pinang Augt 31st 

My dear Sir Benson 

Although I am quite willing to admit that you have grounds for your incredulity, I am not, as yet, 
prepared to acknowledge that you are altogether in the right. 

2. The enquiry in the Court was restricted to the determination of the guilt as {or?} otherwise of 
certain parties accused of having ravished a young girl. That in Col. Man’s office was instituted 
to enable him to report upon the conduct of a Police Officer charged with neglect of duty. The 
statement made to you by the Punghooloo "that he could not act without the orders of his 
Superior Officer" is perfectly reconcilable with the assertion made in his defence before Col. 
Man "that the woman had dissuaded him from attempting to recapture her daughter that night 
and that he had therefore sent her on for orders". 

3. Had the question before you in Court been that of the neglect of the Police instead of the 
offence of the ravisher, naturally, when you were informed by Inpsector Hervey that there was 
no rule prohibiting a Punghooloo from acting without the previous sanction of his Superior, you 
would have enquired from the Punghooloo — what was the peculiarity of the case that 
necessitated a reference to the Inspector? The answer to this query would have decided the point, 
but it would have been perfectly irrelevant to the matter with which you were certainly dealing 
where the Punghooloo’s conduct was under your notice. 

4. As regards the probability of the truth of the story, from what I have heard of the 
circumstances of the case I can believe that it is possible that the mother may have considered 
the ultimate recovery of the girl of more importance than the prevention of the violation, which, 
under any circumstances, might have taken place before the Punghooloo could have interfered. 
My own opinion is that the Punghooloo thought there might be bloodshed, and therefore evaded 
taking the responsibility upon himself of acting. Hence he deserved censure, but he can hardly be 
said to have remained immovable, as he at once made arrangements for sending on the woman in 
a carriage with an escort to the Inspector. 

Sd O Cavenagh 



To The Hon’ble 

Sir Benson Maxwell 

My dear Man 

I have the pleasure to return the Petition and notes you left for my perusal on Friday. There is 
nothing in the arguments advanced by Logan that can in any way change the opinion I have 
already expressed. The disturbances in Larroot originated in a faction feud amongst the Chinese 
and to these disturbances the losses sustained by the Petitioners must be mainly attributed. We 
have no more rights to claim compensation from the Perak Government than would the Emperor 
of China have to claim compensation from me as for injuries suffered by his subjects during the 
Jeluton riots. 

The Chinese are now suffering from a display of that turbulent and factious spirit in which they 
have so long indulged in this quarter and I cannot say that I have any compassion for them. 

Sd O C 

Hon Col Man 

R C Pg 

Septr 5th 1865 

My dear Sir Benson 

Many thanks for your note. I am quite sure that we have the same object in view, viz the 
efficiency of the Police. At the same time, as I previously mentioned, I am hardly prepared to 
admit that it is altogether fair to judge of the conduct of its members solely by those answers to 
queries connected with cases under trial in Court, when unnecessarily {necessarily?}it may often 
happen that only a portion of the truth has been elicited. 

I have been thinking a good deal of the Punghooloo’s case and from my own personal 
knowledge of the localities, I am inclined to believe that, as regards the prevention of the 
violation of the poor girl, he was powerless, as even if he had started at once, he could not have 
reached the house in time to have prevented the deed. On this point however I intend to fully 
satisfy myself on my approaching visit to the Province. So long as I am responsible for the 
general well being of the people, I cannot but take the strangest {strongest?} interest in the due 
working of any part of the machinery of justice and feel truly grateful for the assistance which I 
am certain you are always anxious to afford me in this matter, although we may perhaps differ in 
opinion on any particular question. 

Sd O Cavenagh 

Sir Benson Maxwell 



Précis of a letter to Captain Burn R C Malacca d/6/9/65 

In reply to his letter of the 1st states that the "Mohr" will be detained for at least a fortnight at 
Pinang. If he can make out a strong case for establishing a Frontier Police Post at Linghee would 
support his application to the Supreme Govt. When Syed Saban returns he can draw his arrears 
of pensions. Enquires who the man is who has returned from Bombay. If the reward for the 
recapture of runaway convicts is not sufficient, it might on recommendation be increased. Has no 
intention of changing the Magistrate at Malacca but Mr Baningarten can never be confirmed. He 
is to insist upon Mr de Wind’s taking out his lease. Considers that a Policeman on the Frontier 
need not wait for orders from Malacca to arrest an offender provided the Prisoner and Witnesses 
be at once sent in to Malacca. Should he even be a foreigner, fair grounds being shown, a 
Policeman wd be justified in seizing him. Sorry to hear that Mrs Burn has been subjected to 
annoyance in visiting the school of Miss Williams at Malacca. Unless a change takes place will 
have to withdraw the Govt Grant in aid. 

Sd O C 

M P 

Pinang September 11th 1865 

My dear Lord 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 14th Ultimo. 

Your question, as regards the probable picture of the Straits, is one that it is extremely difficult to 
answer. The letters that I have received from the Colonial Office on the subject have been most 
contradictory.  

As far as I can judge at present, the case stands thus. Sir Charles Wood is desirous that the 
transfer should take place. Mr Cardanell {Cardwell has no objection to the measure, but the War 
Office has not come to a determination as to the strength of the Garrison, and Mr. Gladstone is 
not satisfied as to our being able to pay all our expenses and consequently is opposed to the 
change. In the meanwhile, with respect to the residents of the Straits, a revolution of feeling has 
taken place. Throughout the whole Settlement I hardly think there are a dozen advocates for the 
change, whilst a very large proportion of the European Community are very much averse to it 
and in favor of continuing in connection with India. How far this may affect the action of the 
Home Government it is impossible to say, but I have represented the injury to the Settlement 
causing {caused?} by the existing uncertainty, and I am tolerably confident that the point will be 
decided, one way or another, in the course of the next Session.  

If the transfer does take place. I believe that there is every probability of the Straits and Labuan 
being brought under one diocese, possibly under one Government, and the arrangement seems to 
be the most natural one, whilst, although Bishop McDougal may have his fratches {quarrels}, as 
we all have, I hardly think they are of a nature to render him generally unpopular or to preclude 
the extension of his See. Sarawak is merely three days voyage from Singapore, so that he would 



experience little difficulty in making frequent tours of visitation, whilst equally in the Straits as 
in Borneo, the Malay language is current amongst the various nationalities towards whose 
conversion Missionary efforts in this Quarter must be directed. 

I will now reply to your second query — the Salary of the Chaplain at Malacca is 350 Rs. per 
mensem, and as regards Pension and Leave, he enjoys the same advantages as Members of the 
Uncovenanted Service, so that, I imagine, in that respect he is almost on a better footing than the 
Clergymen under the Additional Clergy Society. For instance, whilst on Sick Leave Mr. Hackett 
receives 210 per mensem. If we remain attached to India I should be most happy, on your 
Lordship’s recommendation, either to apply for an increase, to the extent of 50 Rs. per mensem, 
to the pay of the Chaplain, or to suggest, as you propose, that the amount of the present Salary 
should be handed to the Additional Clergy Society and that they should provide a Clergyman. 
But, at present, it would be advisable to allow matters to remain in statu quo, both as regards 
poor Mr. Hackett’s state of health and the doubt as to the transfer. 

Sd O Cavenagh 

Bishop of Calcutta 

Pinang September 11th 1865 

My dear Dickens 

By the Steamer just arrived from Singapore I learn that the state of the health of Captain McNair, 
the Executive Engineer at that Station, is such as to necessitate his immediate return to Europe 
and that he will, in all probability, be compelled to leave by the next Mail. I have as yet received 
no official communication on the subject, but Capt Mayne will take care that the necessary 
reports are forwarded to you for the  

information of the Supreme Government by the first opportunity, and in the meanwhile I write 
these few lines to mention that I believe with respect both to efficiency and economy in making 
arrangements to fill up the temporary vacancy, it would be advisable instead of appointing an 
officer from India to Singapore, to promote Mr Bennett to 3rd Class and or {order?} him to 
relieve Captn McNair, sending down a youngster to take his place at Pinang. 

You are, of course, aware that at all the Stations in the Straits, the Executive engineer holds also 
the appointment (ex officio) of Superintendent of Convicts, so that, in addition to his professional 
qualifications, it is essential that he should possess the requisite attributes to enable him to rule 
over a large body of Prisoners. This is more particularly the case as regards Singapore where 
about 1,600 men are ordinarily confined within the precincts of the Jail. 

Poor Captn McNair’s illness is most inopportune, as I am now on my tour of inspection, and was 
anxious that Mayne should have joined me, as we have some important drainage works in hand, 
and there is a question as to the propriety of allowing embankments to be raised to guard against 
the inundations of the River Mudah. I am somewhat opposed to the arrangement and think it 
would be better to endeavour to carry off the Surplus water. 



The transfer of the Straits is still in abeyance, and, as far as I can leave {judge?}, there is no 
certainty that the measure will ever be carried into effect. 

Sd/ O Cavenagh 

Colonel Dickens 

Secy to Govt, D.P.W. 

Pinang Sepr 19th 1865 

My dear Leveson 

I find that I have two of your Letters to answer. 

I shall of course be most happy to support the views of the Chamber of Commerce on the Subject 
of the prevention of the adulteration of Gambier, and concur with you in thinking that it would 
be advisable to make the adulteration, or rather perhaps the knowing offering for Sale {of} 
adulterated Gambier, a Police offence punishable by a fine, so that if you agree with a man to 
supply you with a certain quantity of gambier and, in the fulfilment of the agreement, he offered 
you the adulterated article he would be liable to punishment. 

I have now very little faith in Mr. Crawfurd’s assertions. For the last three years he has been 
writing out to his friends, to the effect that the transfer is just about to take place, whilst I know 
that Sir Charles Wood’s illness had nothing to do with the postponement on this occasion, which 
was owing solely to the non-determination of the question as to the strength of the future 
garrison and the consequent opposition offered to the measure by the Treasury. 

Mr. Read would I think experience considerable difficulty in establishing the truth of his 
statement that the delay in bringing the Bill before the house can in any way be attributed to the 
Straits Government officials, but this remark is on a par with his observation that Ceylon paid 
£30,000 per annum towards our Military Expenditure. 

Although I think it is to be regretted that the Chamber refrained from expressing an opinion, 
either for or against the proposed change. I have written so strongly, both to the India Office and 
the Colonial Office, deprecating any further continuance of the present state of uncertainty, that I 
am in hope that the question really may be settled next year, though of course I do not like to feel 
too certain. 

I have already drafted the order for convening the Committee to report upon the schemes of the 
Pier and Railway. The Government will, of course, be opposed to granting anything like a 
monopoly to either Company, so that the reclaimed land at Teluk Ayer will be required, if valid 
objections are not raised to either project, to afford Sites for Pier Warehouses and the Railway 
terminus. 



I am much obliged for the interesting abstract of our Exports you have so kindly sent me one, 
and also for your offer to prepare a Similar Return for next year’s Report, of which offer I will 
gladly avail myself, if it is not asking (asking) too much from you. 

Sd O Cavenagh 

E.T.Leveson Esqre 

Singapore 

  

Pinang September 19th 1865 

My dear Mitchell 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 13th Instant, mentioning your 
wish to be again considered as a candidate for the vacant appointment in Province Wellesley. It 
would {have} afforded me much pleasure to have met your views on this point, but, 
unfortunately, the berth has already been offered to an officer at Madras and I believe there is 
little doubt as to his accepting it. He has already applied to be posted to do duty with a Corps in 
the Straits to enable his services to be placed at my disposal and it is consequently not (not) 
improbable that he may arrive by the next Steamer. 

Sd/ O Cavenagh 

D.T.Mitchell Esqre 

34th Regt. M.N.I. 

Singapore 

Pinang Septr 21st 1865 

My dear Gastrell 

It is {so} long since we have met that I dare say you have almost forgotten me. However I do not 
scruple to write these few lines on the subject of an application I have just received, apparently in 
consequence of a communication from you, from Mr John Powell for the vacant berth of 
Government Surveyor at Malacca. Some time back I wrote to Colonel Walker (Walker) 
regarding the appointment and he mentioned that Mr Talbot would be glad to accept it provided 
to reckon all his past service. On this point, with reference to the possibility of the Straits being 
transferred to the charge of the Colonial Office, there was some doubt, and I presume that Mr 
Talbot is no longer a candidate. If this is the case, and you can recommend Mr Powell as a duly 
qualified person, which would seem to be the case from his testimonials, to conduct the duties of 
the Office, I shall be happy to confer it upon him, and will order him to be gazetted on the receipt 



of your reply. I am anxious that he should come down as soon as possible (possible) as the work 
is a good deal in arrears at the other Stations owing to the present necessity for the Surveyor 
General remaining at Malacca to superintend the Survey at that Residency. 

Sd/ O Cavenagh 

Lieut Col J E Gastrell 

Calcutta 

Pinang 22nd Septr 1865 

My dear Sir 

I have deemed it advisable to forward to you direct, by the Mail, some further correspondence on 
the subject of the aggressions of the Dutch in Sumatra. It is evident that they purpose bringing 
the whole of the Native States on the East Coast under their rule. With this they, in the first 
instance, incite the petty Chiefs to rebel against their Superiors {and} when the latter attempt to 
re-establish their power over their contumacious feudatories, the Dutch interfere and call them to 
account for attacking their Allies and disturbing the peace. In the meanwhile the wrongs inflicted 
upon our subjects remain unredressed by Her Majesty’s Government. With regard to the Native 
States on the East Coast of Sumatra, in my correspondence with the Netherlands Indian 
Authorities, whilst I have always introduced a reference to the existing engagements between 
Great Britain and the Chiefs, I have scrupulously refrained from committing myself to the 
expression of any opinion on the subject of their proceedings. 

With the exception of Pahang, where the Chief, Wan Ahmed, had been driven out by his people 
and, I believe, again compelled to seek refuge in Tringanu, and Perak, where the State of anarchy 
and discord seems to be rapidly becoming chronic, the Peninsula appears to be quiet. 

In consequence of there being a prospect of a railway to new Harbour, the Temengong, I hear 
intends to leave Singapore and to reside permanently on his own territories. This will be an 
advantage in many respects. 

Sd/ O Cavenagh 

To Right Hon’ble 

Sir Charles Wood Bt & G.C.B. 

Secy of State 

Pinang Septr 22nd 1865 

My dear McNair 



I much regret that the state of your health necessitates your proceeding on leave to England, and 
sincerely trust that after a temporary residence in a temperate (temperate) climate you may find 
yourself sufficiently recruited to enable you to resume charge of your appointment but, as it is, of 
course, possible that your medical advisers may be opposed to your returning to the tropics, I 
take the opportunity of placing upon record my hearty appreciation of the value of the Services 
you have rendered during your tenure of office under my Government. 

The warm encomiums upon the state of the Jail under your charge entered in the Visitor’s Book 
is a sufficient proof both of the excellence of the system adopted and the satisfactory manner in 
which it has been carried out, and I honestly believe that there is no prison in the world where 
discipline has been more strictly enforced and coercion so little resorted to, and when it is 
remembered that about 50 Europeans and upwards of 2,000 Natives have been fully controlled 
by the means simply of 4 free Wardens, all the other subordinates being Convicts, it cannot be 
denied that the perfect order that reigns throughout the Establishment must reflect great credit 
upon all the officials, but more particularly upon the Superintendent, and no other testimony is 
needed as to his qualifications for his post and the zeal and ability with which he has discharged 
his duties.  

Sd/ O 
Cavena
gh 

Captain McNair  

Ex Engineer and Supdt of Convicts 

Pinang 24th September 1865 

My dear Captain Ricketts 

I am afraid you must have felt somewhat surprised at receiving no reply to your long letter of the 
22nd June, but the fact is that it only reached me a few day ago, having been missent to England. 

There (there) can be little doubt that the throwing open Macassar as a free port has to some 
extent affected out trade with the Celebes. Still the freedom of the Port alone would now {not?} 
have attracted Native traders to it, but the whole influence of the Dutch has been exerted to 
induce them to resort to Macassar instead of Singapore, and to this influence many have 
succumbed though the majority still prefer carrying on business with their old customers, even 
though en route they may often be subjected to vexation and interference on the part of the Dutch 
Authorities. For instance, if they are armed they are accused of being pirates, whilst if they are 
unarmed they invite attack. 

As far as I have been able to ascertain it is clear that in many of their engagements with the 
Native States, the Dutch have violated the Spirit, if not the letter of Article IV of the Treaty of 
the 17th March 1824 by requiring the Chiefs to promise not only to give them the preference as 



regards the purchase of produce, but to prevent produce being disposed of to merchants of other 
Nations without their permission. 

Macassar is I believe the only Dutch free Port at present. The great object of the Dutch at this 
moment is to resort {to} force on the trade of the East Coast of Sumatra, and as our Government 
does not seem sufficiently alive to its importance, it is extremely probable that they will Succeed, 
in which case the produce of the Coast, which now flows into Pinang and Singapore, but more 
especially to the former will be diverted to Rhio. With this view a large Expedition, consisting of 
some Six or Seven Steamers and Seven hundred Troops is now employed in coercing the Rajah 
of Assahan, the only Chief in that Quarter who has hitherto refused to acknowledge their 
authority. 

So long as there is a fair field and no favor as regards our communication with the Native States 
throughout the Archipelago, I should anticipate little injury to Singapore from java being made a 
free port, but in the event of the trade of the Celebes, Borneo and Sumatra becoming a Dutch 
monopoly, which is quite possible unless we act with a little more energy than we have hitherto 
done, we certainly might suffer. 

I do not know whether we have a spare copy of my Administration Report of 1861/62 but if so I 
will order it to be sent to you together with the report of last year. When I return to Singapore I 
will have a memo prepared of the articles forming the Exports and Imports between Singapore 
and Java, Celebes and Sumatra for the last two years. 

From what I hear I am led to believe that our worthy Allies are on the lookout for an extension of 
their territories in this part of the world. It is I (I) think to be regretted that our Cabinet cannot 
come to any determination as to the course of policy to be pursued in this Quarter. We may be 
losing many valuable opportunities.  

I am hardly sufficiently acquainted with the state of the cultivation of the Pepper vine in Sumatra 
to be able to express a very decided opinion as to the probability of the supply of pepper being 
always enough to meet the demand, but I know that our imports of Pepper have increased of late 
and that it is generally supposed that the soil of Sumatra is extremely rich and not likely to be 
exhausted. 

Many thanks for your kind offer to send me some orchids. I am sure Mrs Cavenagh would find 
them very acceptable and I hope she will be with me shortly. Pray offer my kind remembrances 
to Mrs Ricketts. 

Yours sincerely 

Sd/ O Cavenagh 

Captain Ricketts 

Sarawak 



Pinang September 26th 1865 

My dear Sir 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 30th Ultimo. A short time 
back I heard from Colonel Walker that Mr Talbot had expressed a desire to be considered a 
candidate for the appointment of Government Surveyor at Malacca. I believe however that he 
has changed his mind upon the subject and I have accordingly written to Lt Col Gastrell to state 
that should this be the case, I shall be happy upon his recommendation to Gazette you to the 
existing vacancy. 

The pay of the office is 400 Rs per mensem, with a prospect of rising to the post of Surveyor 
General, of which the Salary has recently been recommended to be raised from 720 Rs to 800 Rs 
per mensem. 

Should (should) the reply from Lt Colonel Gastrell prove favourable I should wish you to come 
down to the Straits as soon as possible after the completion of your present engagement. Your 
best plan would be to proceed by one of the Burmah Steam Company’s Vessels direct to your 
Station, Malacca, by which you will effect a Saving both of time and expense. 

I have, for the present, caused the enclosures to your letter to be retained in the Office of the 
Secy to Government in order that they may be returned to you hereafter. 

  

I remain 

Yours faithfully 

Sd/ O Cavenagh 

J Powell Esqre 

Care of 

Messrs Mackay & Co 

33 Jackson Street 

Calcutta 
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Pinang 1st October 1865 

My dear Bain 

After consultation with the Recorder and in consideration of the legal expenses already paid, I 
have determined to commute the imprisonment of the Carpenter and Steward to a fine equivalent 
to two months (instead of three months) or $60 each. I have just signed the necessary letter to 
Col Man authorizing him to cause the men to be released on the payment of the amount. There is 
no doubt that the assault was a very brutal one and consequently the men fully deserved the 
sentence passed upon them. 

Believe me 

Yours sincerely 

Sd O Cavenagh 

R Bain Esqre 

Vice Consul for America 

Singapore Oct 12th 1865 

My dear Mr Knox 

I have to thank you for your two last kind letters and for the trouble you have kindly taken in 
order to meet the wishes of the Indian Government with regard to the Kotah District. 

With the view of making you fully au fait with the whole merits of the case I have the pleasure to 
enclose for your perusal an Extract from a letter from the Resident Councillor at Pinang setting 
forth the grounds upon which the application to the Rajah of Quedah was based, from which you 
will perceive that it is solely for the protection of our own Revenue and for the preservation of 
the peace of our own territories, as well as for the prevention of disputes with our neighbour, that 
it has been deemed desirable to bring the above District within our frontier. 



In his correspondence with the Pinang authorities the Rajah offered no objection to the 
arrangement and certainly made no allusion to the fact of his Family Burial ground being 
situated within the piece of land which we were anxious to axquire. I am therefore inclined to 
believe that this is a mere excuse. I have frequently been compelled to remonstrate with the 
Rajah as to his allowing his District to become the resort of asll the landless vagabonds in the 
neighbourhood, from which bands of marauders enter into our territories and plunder our 
subjects, and I have even been obliged to threaten that I would suspend, as was done in a former 
occasion, his monthly payment, and with the amount of the Saving thus effected, organise a 
strong body of Frontier Police and establish a cordon along the boundary line, and this threat it is 
quite possible that I may yet have to put into execution if the Rajah fails to make suitable 
arrangements for preventing invasions into Province Wellesley, for which purpose it is essential 
that he should in the first instance effectually sweep out all the vagabonds from Kotah which is a 
perfect Alsatia. 

As he derives little or no pension {revenue?} from the District it was thought he would gladly 
intimate his Willingness to accept an offer to purchase, and it is certainly only recently that I 
have learnt that he is {has?}any way objected to the measure, which is the one that would have 
proved of mutual benefit to the Straits and Quedah. I know that mr. Logan is the Rajah’s agent 
and that he had written to him on the subject of the proposed {proposal?} made by the Indian 
Government, but I was not aware of the purport of his communication. Although he may perhaps 
have been acting under some misconception as to the correspondence with the Siamese 
Government, he is not altogether without some grounds for his assertions and may have been 
acting upon some casual observations made by Colonel Man. 

When Sir Robert Schomburgk was here he asked me to prepare, as I had imagined solely for his 
own information, a paper explanatory of my views with respect to the several Native States in 
the Malayan Peninsula. I accordingly drew up for him a rough Memo on the subject, and one of 
the points touched upon was the annoyance suffered owing to the want of any control over the 
residents of the District of Quota and the measures to be adopted in order to its removal. 
Subsequently Sir Robert informed me that he had sent a copy of this memo to the Foreign Office 
and to the 1st King of Siam, whilst in a letter from England he mentioned that he had heard from 
the latter and that His Majesty would always be ready, as far as possible, to meet my wishes but 
hoped that instead of writing officially through you I would addressed (address?} him privately 
as my predecessor had done upon any matter that I desired to bring to his notice. In my reply I 
mentioned that it would always afford me much pleasure to correspond with His Majesty, but 
independent of the Courtesy due to the Representative of my own Government as a matter of 
respect to himself it was right that the correspondence should pass through the latter. As Col 
Man was aware of my having heard from Sir Robert to the effect that the King had expressed his 
willingness to further my views, it is not improbable that he may in his conversation with Mr 
Logan have alluded to the circumstances and that Gentleman have supposed that the 
communication had been made though you. 

If I may be of any assistance to you in affording you information as to the Rules under which the 
Budget system is conducted, I shall be most happy to do so. It is certainly an admirable system 
and its introduction would tend greatly to improve the financial position of Siam.  



As regards the maintaining the Country as an independent state, it is perhaps but right that you 
should know that your neighbours in Cochin China are securing Charts of the Bay and River 
leading to Bangkok. I have reported the circumstances in a confidential letter. 

You must be glad of the departure of your troublesome colleague. Many thanks for your kind 
invitation in {of?} which I would gladly avail myself but for some time to come I am afraid there 
is little probability of my being able to get away for a month. 

Believe me in haste 

Yours sincerely 

To Sd Orfeur Cavenagh 

T G Knox Esqre 

H B M Consul 

Bangkok 

19/10/65 

My dear Sir Richard 

As you may perhaps have a little leisure now that the Sessions is over, I have the pleasure to 
enclose for your perusal the letter on the subject of Native wills to which I referred the other day, 
and if there are any suggestions with reference to the proposed measure which you may feel 
disposed to offer, I need not say that I shall feel much obliged by your kindly mentioning them in 
order that they may be brought under consideration of the Supreme Govt. As far as I can judge at 
present the effect of the intended change would be to place the whole of India very much upon 
the same footing as the Straits are already. Possibly in some respects the new Act may be 
superior to Act 25 of 1838, the one now in force within the jurisdiction of our Court. 

I also enclose a petition on behalf of the Prisoner Woodford upon which I hope you will kindly 
favor me with your opinion. Unless you consider that there are any extenuating circumstances in 
the case, I should not of course deem myself justified in interfering with respect to the sentence 
passed by the Court. 

Sd O C 

Govt House 

Singapore Octr 17th 1865 

My dear Lord 



With reference to your previous correspondence on the subject of the vacancy at Malacca, I write 
to mention that intelligence has reached this {station?} of the death of poor Mr Hackett, after 
living only a few days at sea. Although the question of the transfer may, of course, still be 
considered uncertain, yet I may state that I have upon good authority every reason to believe that 
the Bill for the proposed change will be brought before the House next Session. This information 
arrived by the last Mail. 

You will observe by the official communication that, subject to any arrangement that you may 
wish to make, I have appointed Mr Michell to act as Residency Chpalin at Malacca as a mere 
temporary measure, as your Lordship had already promised to attach him to your Diocese, and it 
is not apparently necessary that he should proceed to Calcutta for the next two or three months. 
The offer of his services seem to afford a favourable opportunity of providing for the spiritual 
wants of the Malacca Community. 

In the meantime I hope you will offer my kind regards to Mrs Cotton and 

Believe me etc. 

Sd/ Orfeur Cavenagh 

The Right Reverend 

The Lord Bishop of Calcutta 

Singapore 

October 19th 1865 

My dear Sir 

I hope you will kindly accept my best thanks for your Letter of the 11th Ultimo, which only 
reached me a few days ago on my return from a tour of inspection at Pinang, and for all the 
trouble you have taken in order to meet my wishes with regard to filling up the vacancy in the 
Survey Department at Malacca. 

I am afraid Mr Talbot’s appointment is now out of the question. I have every reason to believe 
that a Bill for the transfer of the Straits Settlement to the charge of the Colonial Office will be 
brought in next Session, and it is consequently out of my power to give him the (the) guarantee 
he requires, as some objection might be made to his being allowed to count the whole of his 
Service according to Indian rules. 

I lately received an application for the vacant situation from a Mr Powell. As he submitted high 
testimonials and appeared to have acted upon the advice of the Deputy Surveyor General in 
making his wishes known, I wrote to Colonel Gastrell to mention that, provided Mr Talbot did 
not accept the offer you had made to him, I should be very glad to appoint Mr Powell on his 
recommendation. I have not yet received his reply. I wish we could obtain the services of a 



young Engineer Officer but of this there is, I know, no chance, as there will be plenty of 
occupation for Engineers in India for some time to come. 

Believe me etc. 

Lieut Col Walker Sd/ Orfeur Cavenagh 

Offg Surveyor General 

Précis of a letter to Captain Burn 26/10/65 

Will allow Mr Michell a room in the Stadt house. Any assistance in the Marine Dept would be 
granted by Captain Ward of "Rifleman" if necessary. 

Sd O C 

  

  

  

My dear Sir 

Pray accept my best thanks for your letter of the 19th August which I found waiting for me on my 
return from a tour of inspection at Pinang. 

Although I had always too much confidence in your foresight even to doubt my having given the 
correct interpretation of the Treaty of 1824, still it is satisfactory to have your written 
confirmation of my views and subsequently {consequently?} feel much obliged for the valuable 
support you have afforded me in this matter. 

I am afraid we shall never concur in our opinion as to the Indian Govt. It appears to me that you 
are contrasting the Policy of the old East India Company in 1820 with that of the Colonial Office 
in 1865, which is hardly just. As far as I am capable of judging, for some years past whilst the 
tendency of the Indian Govt. has been to become more liberal, that of the Home Govt to {in?} 
the general acceptation {acceptance?} of Mr Goldwin Smith’s ideas, has been quite the reverse. 

As regards the correspondence on the subject of the Mily. Expenditure at Hongkong, it should be 
remembered that Settlement has only been in existence about 20 years, that the present amount 
of its Mily. Contribution has only been fixed as a temporary measure, subject to revision and 
increase at the expiration of five years, and that moreover, considering the extent of territory to 
be protected, it is in comparison larger than any payment yet made by the Straits. 

If you will refer to the Blue book containing the Despatches to the Ceylon Govt., you will find 
the principle very clearly enunciated that in future Colonies must all pay for their troops, and I 



shall be agreeably surprised if, in the event of our transfer, we find that the Straits have been 
made an exception to this rule. The last rumour that reached me was to the effect that we were to 
be called upon to pay a contribution of £50,000 towards the expenses of our European troops 
and, as at Hongkong, increase our Police to enable them to take all the duties upon which the 
Sepoys are now employed. You perhaps may be aware how far this report is true. 

As regards the Convict Expenditure I can only say that, although duly entered in our accounts, 
for the last 6 years certainly, it has always been debited against Indian and not against the Local 
Govt. A reference to the Administration Report will shew this, whilst previously as the Straits 
never paid even their own expenses, it must have been a matter of little importance against which 
Govt. this charge was made, as the deficit had to be met from India. 

There can be no doubt as to the existing uncertainty as to our fate being extremely prejudicial to 
the interests of the Settlement and I shall be glad to hear that the question of the transfer has been 
finally settled. 

Sd O C 

J Crawfurd Esqre 

Athendum {Atheneum} Club 

My dear Sir 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th Ultimo and am glad that 
there is a probability of the question of the transfer being settled in the course of the next 
Session. 

By this Mail I have thought it right to forward to your address Despatches, one on the subject of 
the intention of France with respect to extending her possessions in this Quarter, the other 
transmitting the registration (resignation?)of the Recorder of Singapore. 

With regard to the movements of the French I may mention that it is reported that they are 
building an ironclad steamer at Saigon. On this point however I have been unable as yet to obtain 
any authentic information and the measure {?} may perhaps be a mere canard. 

As the differences that existed between the Recorder of Pinang and my predecessor may 
probably be taken into consideration in weighing his claims for advancement, I deem it but due 
to Sir Benson Maxwell to state that, although we may sometimes have differed in opinion, I have 
always found him most ready to accord me his cordial support in any matter in which I have 
heeded his advice or assistance, whilst he bears the reputation of being an able and painstaking 
lawyer and he has acquired a fair knowledge of the language and customs of the people. Under 
the old Regime, owing to the Recorders on their appointment being honoured with the rank of 
Knighthood, a social distinction not enjoyed by the Governor, they are led to believe themselves 
superior to the head of the Executive Govt. Hence the numerous disputes that have taken place 
between them. I hope I have succeeded in removing that impression and without them 



{there}being any want of cordiality between myself and my judicial Colleagues, sufficiently 
established the fact that Her Majesty has but one representative in the Settlement. 

Sd O C 

M P 

To The Secy of State for India 

My dear Sir Benson 

I have the pleasure to return the papers in Mr Edgerton’s case, an expression of my own opinion 
as to his conduct being attached. The documents required from the Registrar’s and Magistrate’s 
Offices are also forwarded herewith. 

It is very evident that the gentleman is not a fit person to be allowed to practice at our bar, and I 
am aware that Sir Richard McCausland regrets that he allowed himself to be prevailed upon to 
admit him, and that he will not be permitted to make his appearance again in this Division of the 
Court. Sir Richard has determined upon returning home in March and by the Mail I have 
transmitted his resignation to the Secretary of State. 

With my kind regards to Lady Maxwell and the other members of your family. 

Believe me to be 

Yours very truly 

22nd October 1865 Sd/ Orfeur Cavenagh 

Mr Edgerton’s statement is far from satisfactory. Supposing that any reliance could be placed 
upon the depositions submitted, it would appear simply that Mr Edgerton promised the men that 
he would undertake the case provided the Commander of their ship approved of his doing so and 
that the same afternoon he wrote a note to the Captain, who came over and said that it was all 
right, but this view of the matter is contradicted by Mr Edgerton’s own statement, for he asserts 
that the promise on the part of the Captain to pay the amount of the order was not given until the 
next day, not the same afternoon, and this is substaticited {substantiated} by the statement made 
by the men and attested by the Captain. Moreover if the Captain was to be consulted before Mr 
Edgerton consented to meet the men’s wishes, why was any note of hand taken at all until the 
former’s acquiescence had been obtained? 

Independent of this the depositions themselves (themselves) bear internal evidence as to their 
untrustworthiness, for whilst one person appently {apparently} deposes that all four men at once 
offered to pay the money, two others assert that one man only offered in the first instance, and 
the others followed his example, and the remaining two state that they heard only two men 
express their willingness to pay $20 each. 



2. Captain Stafford represents that a fortnight after the trial the order for $80 was presented and 
having apparently no cognisance of the circumstances under which it had been given, he referred 
the matter to the Siamese who declined paying the amount on the plea that Mr Edgerton had not 
fulfilled his part of the contract. It is true that the men have subsequently stated that mention of 
the order was made by them to the Captain the same evening on which it was given, but the 
specific nature of their communication is not recorded. And if any reference were really then 
made to the transaction it may have been of a very vague character, although I am desirous to 
consider that Captain Stafford’s representation was in the main correct, it was made with no view 
of injuring Mr Edgerton but solely with the object of clearly showing the liability of his own 
men. 

Under these circumstances I can only come to one conclusion viz that Mr Edgerton attempted to 
obtain money to which he knew that he was not fairly and equitably entitled, and finding his 
unjust demand resisted. He at once, knowing the matter would not bear investigation forbore to 
keep his claim. This being the case, I cannot but concur most fully in the opinion expressed by 
the Hon’ble the Recorder. 

Sd/ Orfeur Cavenagh Coll 

Governor Straits Settlement 

Singapore and Judge of the Court 

October 20th 1865 

My dear Read 

I duly received your note marked ‘private’ last night and mentioned the subject and (?) thereof to 
the governor. In reply I am desired to say that if you will make your communication in an 
official form and bring the charges which you say you are able to prove against the Police, every 
consideration will be given to them and every opportunity afforded by Govt for their 
investigation, but the Governor has always declined to act upon information which may be 
tendered privately against and {any?} official in his public capacity, and in any case he would 
not consider himself justified in departing from this rule. 

Sd M P 

27/10/65 

W H Read Esqre 

Précis of a letter to Col Man R C Pinang 27/10/65 

Considers that the Larroot question is a purely Mercantile one and that Govt have no right to 
interfere. Mentions that his letter on affairs in Assahan has gone to Calcutta. Wd not be justified 



in ordering a Man of War over to Sumatra. Construction of Tekum Battu Road must be delayed 
for a short time. etc. 

M P Sd O C 

Singapore 

2nd Novr 1865 

My dear Mr Knox 

I am much obliged for your letter of the 24th Ult and for the trouble you have taken on the subject 
of the proposed annexation of the Kotah district to Province Wellesley. As we were ready to pay 
a fair price for a small tract of uncultivated land I hardly think the arrangement was calculated to 
cause mistrust. Indeed if I mistake not, the Pinang Authorities, upon opening negotiations with 
the Rajah, proposed merely to make an exchange, giving him a piece of ground in the Southern 
Division of the Province. As however most of our Sugar factories are in that quarter and perhaps 
hereafter there may be a great demand for fuel, I hardly thought it right to surrender any of our 
Forest land unless it were absolutely necessary, and suggested that, if agreeable to the Rajah, it 
would be preferable to obtain the desired interest by purchase. 

I have lately received through the Siamese Consul here a printed copy of the correspondence 
between the Govt at Bangkok and Mons. Anbaret. The latter certainly seems to have acted in a 
most unjustifiable manner. Still I think it would have been better had the King abstained from 
publishing the facts himself and allowed them to become known merely through public Consuls 
{channels?},for although the Blue Book is intended for private circulation only, its existence will 
hardly be kept secret. 

It is rumoured here that despairing for obtaining protection from Gt. Britain, Siam is making 
overtures to America, and that there is every probability of their being favourably received. You 
are of course aware that America has established a Consulate and obtained a grant of land at 
Brunei in Borneo, and that the Squadron in this quarter is being strengthened. 

M P Sd O C 

T G Knox Esqre 

Consul for England 

Bangkok 

3/11/65 

My dear Gastrell 



Many thanks for your kind letter of the 2nd Ult regarding Mr Powell. As apparently there is little 
prospect of Mr Talbot’s coming down, it being out of my power to guarantee his being allowed 
to count all his former service in the event of the transfer of the Settlement to the Colonial 
Office, I shall be very glad to avail myself of Mr Powell’s services, and if your are in 
communication with him, should feel greatly obliged by your kindly informing him that he will 
be gazetted as soon as I hear from him that he is prepared to come down to take up his 
appointment, and that he can therefore leave at once, as the order would meet him at Malacca. 
The appointment has been vacant for some time and there is a good deal in the way of arrears to 
be brought up. 

Sd O C 

Colonel Gastrell 

Offg Surveyor Genl 

Précis of a letter to Captain Burn R C Malacca d/3rd/11/65 

In reply to his of the 24th Ult considers there must have been neglect on the part of the petty 
officer in charge of the party to which the runaway convicts belonged. There was nothing in old 
Baningarten’s case to recommend him for an annuity. A good gunner can be sent up for the 
"Mohr". With regard to Mr Velge’s case Mr Velge can appeal to the Court if he pleases. Mr de 
Wind to be assessed at the same rate as the others are assessed, the rate to be levied for 5 years 
and so long as them oney is paid no further notice to be taken of him. If the money is not paid, he 
must be treated in accordance with the Act. etc. 

M P Sd O C 

Précis of a letter to Col Man R C Pinang 9/11/65 

Will despatch a copy of the Pinang Memorial to Secy of State per this Mail. Hopes to send 
Excise notes in papers by this Mail. Two of these possibly will have to go in manuscript. 
Considers there will not be sufficient money to bund the Banks of the Muda 

9/11/65 

  

  

My dear Sir Benson 

I have now the pleasure to enclose a copy of the Magistrate’s conviction and of the order of the 
Supreme Court in the two cases in wh. Mr Edgerton was concerned at Spore. It is as you observe 
a painful task to deprive any one of the means of obtaining a livelihood. Still when it is 
remembered that a great amount of misery may be caused by the proceedings of an 



untrustworthy Law agent, and it is clear that Mr Edgerton was untrustworthy in the present 
instance, I do not think we could have acted otherwise than we have done. 

With regard to the printing of the Magte’s Guide, I am afraid it would be out of my power to 
authorize any Expenditure on that account, as there is no Budget head under which it would be 
included, but if Mr Logan would be willing to complete the work, furnishing yourself and the 
Govt with a certain no of copies, I fancy we should have little difficulty in arranging matters. 

Sd O C 

4/11/65 

Sir P Benson Maxwell 

Recorder 

Précis of a letter to Col Man R C P d/15/11/65 

Mentions that the Local Examination Committee can select a piece for dictation when the boys 
are examined. States that all the pupils should be present when the distribution of prizes takes 
place. Will pass an indent on the Surveyor General Calcutta for meteorological instruments. 
Enquires whether he has secured impressions of any native seals.. Hopes the question regarding 
the ground at Byan Lepass and Butterworth has been settled. 

M P 

Spore 21st November 

My dear Marriott 

I hope you will excuse my having instructed my Secretary, who is the corresponding agent in the 
Straits for the Singapore Exhibition to forward our contribution to your charge. I did not know 
anyone in Bombay to whom it could be consigned, and as the Exhibition is, I observe, to be 
opened by your Chief, Sir Barth Forer {Bartle Frere?} I thought you might possibly take 
sufficient interest in the matter as to oblige me by allowing one of your subordinates to make the 
necessary arrangements for despatching the packages to their destination etc. etc. 

x x x 

I observed a short time ago, in one of your papers, an allusion to your having received an order 
for all your Govt vessels to fly the Blue Ensign. Is this the case? If so I should esteem it a great 
favor if you would send me a copy of the order 

  



. As consequent, I suppose to the Straits being out of the Indian Command and the prospect of 
our being transferred to the charge of the Colonial Office I have received as yet no instructions 
upon the subject of the Straits Steamers are therefore still flying the red. 

Sd O C 

Singapore 

November 22nd 1865 

My dear Sir Hope Grant 

The reports that have reached this {station?} of the sickness and mortality that has occurred 
during the last hot season among the European Troops at Hongkong and which may doubtless, in 
some measure, be attributed to overcrowding, owing to the want of sufficient accommodation, 
have induced me to write these few lines to mention {that} our Barracks at Tanglin are still 
unoccupied, and that, as I have ordered furniture for about 500 men to be always retained in store 
with the view of meeting any emergency, one month’s notice would suffice to enable me to 
make the necessary arrangements for accommodating the head Quarters and Wing of a Corps. 

I am aware that, until the question of the transfer of the Settlement to the charge of the Colonial 
Office is decided, there might be some difficulty with regard to the location of Imperial Troops 
at an Indian Station, but this difficulty is not insurmountable. Last year the Secretary of State for 
India, at my suggestion, offered to place the Tanglin Barracks at the disposal of the Admiralty as 
a Depot for the Marines etc. of the China fleet. The offer was not however accepted, and if 
therefore an application were made by the War Office for the use of the vacant Buildings, there 
seems every reason to believe that it would prove successful. 

Although, perhaps, the ordinary cost of the Wing of a Corps at Singapore might be somewhat 
higher than at Hongkong, yet the difference would, I fancy, be more than covered by the Saving 
in house rent. For two houses alone at Hongkong I am informed that Government is paying at the 
rate of £9,500 per annum is {and so?} that, even in a financial point of view, the measure might 
be advantageous, whilst, as regards the health of the men, I should suppose there can be no 
question as to the great benefit that would be derived from the change. However, on this point, a 
sound opinion can be formed from the Medical returns of the three Batteries of Royal Artillery 
now in the Straits, which I presume are available for reference in the Director General’s Office. 
As respects the political aspect of the question I might observe that, when Sir Rutherford Alcock 
was with me, on his way to Pekin, I happened to refer to the subject of the empty Barracks, and 
he appeared to consider that Troops at Singapore would be mere {sure?} enough to afford 
support to the Authorities in China and that in fact a healthy and efficient Wing here would be 
far better than an unhealthy and inefficient one at Hongkong. 

Believe me etc. 

Sd/ Orfeur Cavenagh 



Lieutt General 

Sir Hope Grant G.C.B. 

Quarter Master General 

Horse Guards 

London 

Singapore November 22nd 1865 

My dear Dickens 

On my return to Singapore I ascertained that Captain Stafford had not passed the prescribed 
examination for Staff employ, independent of which I found that he had no practical experience 
in Engineering work, so that I should hardly have felt justified in placing him in charge of a 
District I which a considerable amount of practicable knowledge is absolutely necessary to 
enable an Officer to discharge his duties efficiently. Under these circumstances I did not consider 
it advisable to take advantage of the permission you had kindly obtained for me and offer 
Captain S the vacant berth. However even if the offer had been made, it is somewhat doubtful 
whether it would have been accepted, as he is at present acting as Quarter Master of his Corps 
and, with his Colonial allowance as a Captain, which he would (would) cease to receive if 
holding any general appointment, must be drawing quite as high a salary as he would obtain in 
the D.P.W. without having the same responsibility. 

I sincerely trust that you will be able to send me down a smart young Engineer to relieve Bennett 
as soon as possible, as, in the event of the sickness either of Mayne or Protheroe, I haven o one 
available to take charge of the duties they are now performing in addition to their own. By this 
Mail you will receive a recommendation in behalf of both these officers to receive some extra 
remuneration, for although, throughout my career, I have always acted upon the principle that an 
Officer’s entire services are at the disposal of the State and, consequently, for any slight 
additional labor no additional pay should be expected, yet, it is but fair to offer reimbursement 
for actual expenses incurred, and in the present instance, I know that both Mayne and Protheroe 
have been put to expense on account of carriage hire. To the latter the cost must be about 60 Rs 
per mensem at least, for he daily leaves my Office at _ past 3 PM to visit the convict Lines, 
where he remains sometimes until near 6, and is unable to accompany me in my evening drive. 
For this he is obliged to hire a carriage, the charge for which is One Dollar. Mayne also I have 
seen returning home from his Office in a hired carriage, all his own Nags having been knocked 
up by his visits to the Works. 

I hope our Budget is not to be cut down with reference to the Transfer. I am so tired of this 
remark and I do not think it is at all certain that the measure ever will be carried out. 

Believe etc. 



Sd/ Orfeur Cavenagh 

To Lieutt Coll Dickens 

Secy to Govt P.W.D. 

Calcutta 

Singapore November 30th 1865 

My dear Colonel Durand 

As it appears that the decision of the Commission appointed to report upon the claims of Indian 
officers has proved adverse to the opinion expressed by the Secretary of State, it is not 
improbable that the question of the reorganization of the native Army may again be brought 
before the Supreme Government, and, knowing that the interest you have always taken on 
Military matters, I do not therefore hesitate to enclose for your consideration a copy of a letter 
which a few months since I wrote to Colonel Baker on this subject.  

Colonel Baker, in his reply, seemed to think that it would be unjust to the aspirant for the Staff 
Corps to keep him in probation for five years, but he overlooked the fact that, in the meanwhile, 
he would enjoy the honorary or official rank, with the pay and allowances attached, and if 
permanently posted to the Corps, his rank might be confirmed from the date of his first joining it. 
As regards Officers now in the Staff Corps, most of them will complete their five years service in 
the course of a few months, and under any circumstances it would be necessary to confirm all 
Officers, Staff or Local, in the rank they now hold. Many of the Staff, to whom the option would, 
of course, be given, would elect to rejoin their Regiments, with the view of selling out. Still in 
the course of next year, there would doubtless be a great deal of promotion among the Locals, 
which would reconcile them to the change, more especially, when it is remembered that they 
would again be brought on the rolls of an existing Regiment and feel themselves part of an 
efficient Military body. 

The present position of a Local Officer is certainly most distressing. As a soldier he has nothing 
to look forward to, whilst the whole charm of a Military life, in the enjoyment of the society of 
comrades and the advantages of well regulated Regimental Institutions, has vanished. He can no 
longer take any pride in his profession or any interest in the men he may be called upon to 
command. Even the Staff Corps Officer, in many respects, is little better off, though as regards 
his financial position he has no cause for complaint. 

It has always appeared to me that the framers of the scheme for the present organization of the 
Native Army narrowed their views solely to the question of establishing a cheap Local Militia, 
quite forgetting that India forms part of a mighty Empire, that the interests of that Empire should 
never be lost sight of, and that the time may come when England may be glad to avail herself of 
the services of her warlike Indian tribes as auxiliaries to her Native Soldiery. Under such 
circumstances, the Indian Army, constituted as it is now is, would prove a source of weakness 
instead of strength, but with 78 efficient Native Regiments, well officered, and Irregulars, if 



needed, ad libitum, India, in case of Emergency, would be in a position to afford powerful aid to 
the mother country. 

Even as respects the matter of economy, I am not quite sure that the new system will not be a 
failure. 

I hope you will excuse my troubling you with this long letter. The welfare of the Indian Army is 
a question to which I have always given much thought, and your officers have had {not?} the 
advantages I have enjoyed in making myself acquainted with all the peculiarities of every branch 
of the Service. 

Believe me to remain 

Yours sincerely 

Sd/ Orfeur Cavenagh 

The Hon’ble 

Colonel W Durand C.B. 

Member of the Supreme Council 

Calcutta 

Extract from a letter to Sir B Maxwell Recorder of Pinang d/4/12/65 

I most fully approve of your arrangement with regard to the completion of the Magistrate’s 
guide, and the distribution of the copies when printed. Sec vi is now in the hands of the Printer 
and Protheroe hopes to be able to send it up to you by the "Pluto" which will probably leave this 
{station?} for Pinang about the 9th or 10th Instant. 

I am afraid that when I asked you to kindly bring the work through the Press I imposed upon you 
a more arduous task than I had anticipated. There can be no doubt however that by your labours 
you will have conferred a great boon upon all our Magistrates who are really desirous of making 
themselves acquainted with the duties of their office and I must hope that this thought will repay 
you for the trouble you have taken. 

Sd O C 

(insert) 

My dear Sir Richard 

I have the pleasure to enclose for your perusal a note received from Mr Braddell on the subject of 
the suit about to be brought by certain members of the Police Force against the utterers of an 



alleged libel, and I should esteem it a great favour if you would kindly let me know whether, in 
the event of a criminal prosecution taking the place of a Civil action, you would have any 
objection to the defendant’s pleading a justification, should he desire to do so. In directing the 
accused parties to clear their character by seeking redress at the duly constituted legal tribunal 
my sole object is, as I am sure you are aware, to have the matter properly sifted and to show the 
Public that the Govt will not retain in its Service any Officer against whom a charge of 
dereliction of duty may remain unrefuted. 

Should you be willing in a criminal prosecution to permit the justification to be pleaded, so that 
the real merits of the case may be made known, Mr Braddell will of course be authorized to 
consent to the arrangement on the part of the Crown. 

Believe me 

Yours sincerely 

Sd/ Orfeur Cavenagh 

Decr 7th 

Précis of a letter to Col Man R C Pinang d/14th/12/65 

Replies to his letter of 5th Instant. Is glad he spoke to young Maxwell. Requests him to send in a 
report of the proceedings of his friend at Tellok Ayer Tawar. Enquires whether Logan will pay 
anything towards the cost of embanking the Mudah. Would be prepared to authorize a large 
contribution on the part of Govt towards it. Requests him in future in disposing of waste lands to 
give deeds in perpetuity or for 99 years. Is glad to hear that he is going to turn his attention to the 
Land Office. 

Sd O C 

Précis of a letter to Major Burn R C Malacca d/14th Decr 1865 

Acknowledges his letter of the 5th. Mentions that there is a notice for him to serve upon Mr de 
Wind, so that should he refuse to agree to the payment of the assessment imposed legal 
proceedings may be taken against him. Supposes the assessment in Mr De Wind’s case will be 
30 cents per acre. 

Letter to Col Walker R E Ag Surveyor Gl of India thanking him for his kindness in regard to Mr 
Powell. d/20th December 1865 

Letter to Sir Benson Maxwell d/20/12/65 

Informing him that a copy of the Return of Sums held in deposit at Pinang will be sent to him at 
once. 



(insert) 

Singapore Decr 23 

States that as soon as the new Boshes are in the "Mhor" she will be required to visit Pinang 
regularly once a month and remain for some days, so that he will generally have a vessel at his 
disposal. Points out the necessity for using properly stamped paper, having a printed stamp at the 
head and an impressed stamp at the foot to prevent fraud as practised in treasuries by using the 
same paper for several promissory notes in succession. Observes that no Magistrate in other 
Govt offices can be appointed a Member of the Commission without the sanction of Govt unless 
required by an Act to officiate in his public capacity, in which case he can receive no fees for the 
performance of a public duty. If the amount of the bill for fees were paid to Mr Maxwell it must 
be retrenched. Calls attention to the non-receipt of the paper on English composition. Remarks 
that due consideration will be given to Logan’s paper, but it must be remembered that he is 
already perhaps receiving some return and that land which he purchased for /3 per acre will now 
be worth/100. 

(end of insert) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Précis of a letter to Col Man R C Pinang 28/12/65 

Will not be able to decide the Mudah question till Bennett sends in an official reply to Mayne’s 
letter on the subject. Mentions that it is a matter of importance to bring the matter within the 
Govr’s limit of sanction and considers that the Land holders there should bear part of the 
Expense. 

(insert) Singapore 

December 22nd 1865 

My dear Lord 

I have delayed answering your previous letters until I should receive a reply to mine mentioning 
Mr Mitchell’s temporary appointment to Malacca. I am glad to find that the arrangement meets 
with your approval. 

I am almost afraid the Supreme Govt would not be willing to consent to my placing at your 
disposal the saving of salary effected by poor Mr Hackett’s decease, towards the payment of the 
passage money of his successor. Such an arrangement being opposed to the ordinary system of 
accounts. However should you desire it, I would with pleasure submit the question. 

The transfer of the Settlement to the charge of the Colonial Office would, as far as I am able to 
discover, improve the deposition {position?} of the incumbent at Malacca, as he would then 
become a Colonial Chaplain (Chaplain) and be eligible for promotion to Pinang or Singapore.  



I am sorry to say that I have not felt justified in circulating your appeal on behalf of the 
Education Fund, as well as for our own Local Establishments. I am unable to obtain sufficient 
support and they have the first claim upon me. I however beg to enclose a Bill for 40 Rs which I 
hope you will accept as my own contribution. 

Pray excuse this hurried note as the Steamer is to leave a day earlier than intended and I am 
consequently pressed for time. 

Believe me to remain 

Yours very sincerely 

Sd/ O C 

To 

The Right Revd The Lord Bishop of Calcutta 

Singapore 

January 5th 1866 

My dear Sir 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 18th October. It is to be hoped 
that any change in the Cabinet may not retard the submission to the power (House} of the Bill 
fro the transfer of this Settlement to the charge of the Colonial Office, for the uncertainty is 
extremely prejudicial to its interests. 

In the way of legislation we have been at a complete standstill for the last three or four years, as, 
until the question of the transfer is finally decided one way or another, the Indian Government 
will not grant the Straits a Local Legislative Council, whilst Bills brought before the Council of 
the Governor General not being of a general nature, are quietly shelved, being deemed more 
suitable for Local discussion. At the same time the Straits are generally specially excluded from 
the benefits of the improved legislation now taking place in India, and as old Acts have been 
cancelled, there are some points upon which, literally, there is no law at all throughout the 
Settlement. 

I heard that there had been a difference of opinion on the subject of our Military Expenditure. If, 
as I have been informed, we are to have no Native Troops, and the duties now performed by the 
Sepoys are to be taken by Military Police, £50,000 is the utmost we could pay as a Military 
contribution, as considering the numerous guards to be furnished and the necessity for having 
several relief, the Police Force would cost at least 10 or £12,000. 

Mr Callaghan has only recently left me. I shall of course be happy to afford him any assistance in 
my power towards the formation of his new Police, but I do not think the offer of land will prove 



any temptation to men to enlist, though it might be an inducement for them to remain in the 
Force after the expiration of their first period of service. In the first instance high pay (pay) will 
be the only point likely to be taken. 

I remain 

Yours sincerely 

Sd/ Orfeur Cavenagh 

H {W ?}Robinson Esqre 

Colonial Office 

Downing Street 

London 

Singapore 8/1/66 

My dear Sir 

I have deemed it advisable to forward to your address by the present Mail two copies of the 
Straits Budget Estimate for the ensuing official year which may possibly be found useful in case 
of a Bill for the transfer being brought under discussion in the House in the present Session. 

Although a falling off is shewn in the Receipts there has been in reality no decrease. The figures 
entered in the Columns for 1865/66 are taken from the revised Estimate framed by the 
Comptroller of Accounts in India and not from the Estimate prepared by the Local Government, 
in which lately the amount to be realized as Stamp Revenue was only estimated at 264,550 
instead of 300,00, this difference more than accounting for the present anticipated loss. 

I would take the opportunity of expressing my regret at hearing of your accident. etc. 

Sd O C 

To the Rt Hon 

Sir C Wood Bt G.C.B. 

Secy of State for India 

Singapore 

8/1/66 



My dear Sir 

By this Mail I have dispatched to your address two copies of the Budget Estimate for the Straits 
Settlement for the ensuing official year, which may perhaps be found useful in the event of a Bill 
for the transfer being brought before Parliament this Session. 

The estimated falling off in the Receipts is more apparent than real. The figures entered in the 
Columns for 1865/66 being taken from the revised estimate prepared in India by the Comptroller 
General of Accounts and not from the Estimate prepared by the Local Govt, in which the amount 
to be realized under the head of Stamps was only estimated at 264,550 instead of 300,000 rupees, 
the difference in this one item alone being thus greater than the present supposed decrease. 

Sd/ O C 

Sir Frederic Rogers Bt 

Under Secy of State: Colonial Office 

Spore d/20/1/66 

Sir 

Your Majesty’s Consul, Tan Kim Ching, having in accordance with your Majesty’s instructions 
presented me with the Photograph of yourself and your late lamented brother, which your 
Majesty had been pleased to forward for my acceptance I would beg to record my due 
appreciation of the kindness with which your Majesty has been pleased to honor me, and at the 
same time to express my deep regret at your Majesty’s recent affliction and tender my sincere 
condolence upon the melancholy event. 

Sd / O C 

H.M. the 1st King of Siam 

Singapore 

January 26th 1866 

My dear Lord 

I have only time to write a few lines in reply to your letter of the 13th Ult. My acquaintance with 
Mr Seock is very slight and I should therefore hardly feel justified in expressing a very strong 
opinion as to his fitness or otherwise to fill the vacant post at Malacca, but I certainly entertain 
doubts as to his professing {possessing?} the requisite qualifications for the office, whilst 
possibly the fact of his being, if I mistake not, a pure Cingalese would not act as a bar to his 
acquiring over the members of his congregation that personal influence which it is so essential 



that a Clergyman should obtain. An untrueminded {trueminded?}, zealous and, at the same time 
judicious Chaplain might effect much good at Malacca. 

Believe me etc. 

Sd/ O Cavenagh 

To 

The Right Revd 

The Lord Bishop of Calcutta 

Précis of a note to Lt Col Man R C Pinang d/ Malacca 9th/2/66 

In reply to his note of the 14th Ult returns Major Shand’s note and states there will be no 
difficulty about the children’s being removed to the Raffles Institution at Singapore. Hopes he 
will reduce the arrears of Land Revenue. Considers that the best plan will be to to send clerks 
into the district periodically to collect revenue, giving notice to the inhabitants of their coming 
beforehand; the people will then be saved a trip to town. 

Sd / O C 

My dear Mr Muir 

I deem it right to mention for the information of the G.G. that although I am aware that the 
Tumongong hopes to have the honor of being presented at one of H.M.’s levees, I am fully 
satisfied that he has no other object in visiting England than the one specified in my Official 
communication. He has frequently expressed a great desire to take a trip to Europe but I hardly 
expected that he would carry out the project. I believe however that he will do so on this 
occasion. 

He will be accompanied by his Medical man, Dr Scott, a private practitioner who will act as his 
Secretary, and only 2 or 3 Native Servants. He has received a partial English Education, and as 
he is observant and intelligent, I have little doubt that he will acquire a great deal of useful 
information, which may hereafter prove beneficial to himself and his people. He has agents in 
London who will be written to with a view to their making suitable arrangements for his 
accommodation. His manners are very quiet and Gentlemanly and will, I am sure, obtain for him 
many friends. I have promised to give him letters of introduction to Sir R. Mayne and one or two 
other officials who may perhaps be able to prove of service to him. etc. etc. 

15/3/66 Sd O C 

W Muir Esqre 

Secy to Govt For Dept 



Govt House 

Singapore March 21st/66 

My dear Sir 

I presume upon my former slight acquaintance in 1850, when I was in charge of the Nepalese 
Embassy, to introduce to your notice Dr Scott, the gentleman who is about to accompany the 
Tumongong of Johore in his approaching visit to England, in the capacity of Medical Adviser 
and Secretary and who will wait upon you for the purpose of ascertaining the pleasure of the 
Secretary of State as to granting His Highness an interview. 

The Tumongong’s sole object in proceeding to England is to improve his mind by making 
himself acquainted with the wonders of western civilization, for which purpose he is desirous of 
visiting the several manufacturing Towns, Dockyards, etc. He has received a partial English 
education, is quiet and pleasing in his manners, and by no means wanting in intelligence. I have 
little doubt therefore that he will derive much benefit from his trip. 

His Highness purposes making a stay of two or three months only in England. I have reported his 
intended departure from this {station?} officiall to the Supreme Govt. 

F W Kaye Esqre I remain etc. 

Secy Political and Secret Dept, India Office Sd / Orfeur Cavenagh 

favored {forwarded?} by Dr Scott 

Extract from a letter to Mr T G Knox Consul for Siam d/25/3/66 

The question of the violation of our territory by an armed party from Quedah seems to be in a 
fair way of being properly settled. I heard yesterday from Colonel Man that he did not accept the 
surrender of the leader as he was well content to leave his punishment in the hands of the 
Siamese Authorities, as we could only try him for the riot and assault, whilst they can punish him 
on other grounds. 

It seems tolerably clear that the King of Siam is not desirous of appointing a second King, and if 
the Prime Minister can only succeed in retaining hisp resent influence, I suppose it is in many 
respects advantageous that no appointment should be made. 

I enclose a letter to the King in reply to one received through Mr Kim Ching which I should feel 
much obliged by your causing, after perusal, to be delivered in due form. 

I hope I shall be able to meet the wishes of the Siamese Government regarding the powder, but 
we have no spare guns. I will however forward your letter to Calcutta where perhaps there may 
be some in store. If so and they are not needed, there will I daresay be no objection to their being 



disposed of. You have omitted to mention whether there is at present any special cause for the 
request that has been made. 

x x 

PS I have omitted to mention that a Company is likely to be found {formed?} for connecting 
Singapore and perhaps Bangkok with Moulmein by Electric Telegraph. I have received an 
official on the subject which will be submitted with my support to the Secy of State. Mr W H 
Read is to proceed to Bangkok to ask for the King’s countenance, but the promoters have not 
much confidence in his influence and have asked me to kindly bring the matter to your notice in 
the hope that you may be disposed to assist them. 

H.M. the King of Siam d/25/3/66 

Sir 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Majesty’s kind letter of the 18th Ult. 

I much regret to find that your Majesty is under the impression that my letter of the 17th Janry. 
Was the first communication that I have ever made in an unofficial form. I have never failed to 
answer the letters announcing family events with which from time to time your Majesty has been 
pleased to honor me, and if my replies have through any inadvertence remained undelivered, 
your Majesty must have had just reason to accuse me of discourtesy. 

H.M. the Queen of Great Britain having appointed a representative at the Court of Bangkok, I 
should be wanting in respect, both to your Majesty and to my own sovereign, were I to transmit 
my letters direct, as this would be contrary to prescribed usage, and if I violated the rule, other 
subjects of your Majesty might consider that they were justified in following my example, and 
your Majesty might be subjected to annoyance. 

I hope however that, although on this account I do not deem it becoming to deviate from the 
proper course, your Majesty will not the less consider that I duly appreciate the kind feeling your 
Majesty has been pleased to express towards me, and that it will always afford me pleasure to 
receive accounts of your Majesty’s health and welfare. 

Sd O C 

M P 

Extract from a letter d/ 5th April 1866 to R C Pinang 

Extract from a letter dated 10th April/66 to Resident Councillor Penang 

He (the Brig He, the Brigadier pays Pinang a visit by this opportunity. He is a gentlemanly 
soldierlike old gentleman, a great improvement I think over De Sansmany. He gets 



  

Extract from a letter dated 5th April. /66 to the Resident Councillor Penang x x x 

He (the Brigadier) he has by the bye recently received a reference on the subject of our issuing 
orders for salutes. He considers, and in this I agree with him, that as the Officer Commanding the 
Station is now the responsible person for signing the Indent, and the Civil Department no longer 
is called upon to pay for the powder, that the order should be essed to him, though in any case of 
emergency, the Artillery Officer might act upon your requisition, the necessary communication 
being at the same time addressed to the Senior Office {Officer?}. The salute to the Tumongong, 
by the bye, was not in accordance with rules, as although his name has been included in the list 
recently sent up for sanction, up to the present no orders have been passed upon the subject and 
moreover his vist to Pinang was not an official one. 

x x x 

As the Rajah of Quedah expressed his regret I suppose I shall have to sanction the payment of 
the arrears of pension though he might be warned that another time they would lapse up {if?} a 
similar occurrence took place. 

My dear Mr Mathison 

I have this moment received your note to Col Macpherson tendering your resignation of your 
office as one of the board for the examination of Candidates for the annual Govt Scholarships. 

I cannot allow you to leave the Settlement without expressing my regret at your departure and 
requesting you to accept my sincere thanks for the valuable aid which you have always so readily 
accorded to the State in conducting the examinations, as well as for the warm interest you have 
taken in the cause of education generally, for which as the head of the Govt I cannot but feel 
deeply indebted. 

etc etc 

5/4/66 Sd/ O C 

M P 

The Reverend J Mathison 

Précis of a letter to Captain Burn R C Malacca d/10th April 

Hopes to have broken up the combination at Malacca to keep down the price of the Farms. 
Special Sessions to be held at Malacca on the 25th for the trial of the Malays who were concerned 
in the murder of the Chinese hawker. Requests him to take care that all the witnesses are present, 
jurors summoned etc. Any other case, civil or criminal, can be tried at the same time. Mentions 
that he can visit Langat, if he chooses, in the "Pluto". 



Sd/ O C 

M P 

  

  

Extract from a letter for the R C Pinang d/25th April 1866 

x x x 

You will be sorry to hear that I am afraid I shall be obliged to place Mr Robertson under your 
orders and remove one of your Deputies. My present idea is to send him to Province Wellesley 
as soon as the house at Butterworth is ready, so that he will be under supervision. In that case 
Waller would, if he wishes it, come to Singapore and Earl take his place at Pinang. I would not 
remove Waller against his own wish, but of course by remaining at Pinang he would be giving 
up his chances of promotion. 

Although I fully concurred in the verdict of "not guilty" given by the Jury in Police Conspiracy 
case, yet I equally concur in their remarks that Mr R. had been guilty of culpable indiscretion, 
and it is clear that it is not to the advantage of the Public Service, or even to his own benefit, that 
he should remain at Singapore. Under your eye in Province Wellesley he will have a chance of 
retrieving his character, whilst there will be a fair field for some of the good qualities as a Police 
officer which he really possesses, and I hope he may yet do well. 

x x x 

You had better report your appointment of the Signal Sergeant. You do not mention his name but 
I think I heard that he was a man who had been dismissed from an appointment at Malacca. I 
may be wrong but it would be as well if you make enquiries on the subject before promising him 
the permanent berth. The Signal men would have more of a claim to Lightkeeperships than to 
appointments in the Jail Dept. 

x x x 

25/4/66 Sd O C 

M P 

Govt House 

May 2nd 1866 

Sir 



I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 5th Ult which was duly delivered 
to me by Mr Tan Kim Ching. I need hardly observe that it will always afford me sincere pleasure 
to hear from Your Majesty and to meet your wishes as far as may be consistent with the proper 
discharge of my own duties to the best of my power. 

Most fully reciprocating your M’s kindly feelings. 

To the King of Siam Sd O C 

Spore 2/5/66 

My dear Mr Knox 

I have merely time t write a few lines to thank you for your two letters of the 5th and 23rd Ult and 
to beg you after perusal to deliver the accompanying note to the King in reply to one received 
through Mr Tan Kim Ching. 

I am much obliged for the countenance you have so kindly given to the Telegraph Scheme. Now 
that the required concessions have been obtained from the King of Siam, the home Government 
will I think be obliged to come to some determination with regard to the extension of the line 
from Moulmein to Singapore, and either carry out the work under its own officers or else permit 
it to be completed by the Company of which Messrs Read and Paterson are the representatives. 
Whichever way the question may be decided, it must tend to the benefit of the community in the 
Straits, which is of course the object I have in view. 

I was glad to learn that Mr Read had the grace to seek your assistance though I have little doubt, 
had he placed the matter as he ought to have, down in your hands in the first instance he would 
have obtained better terms. He ought to have learnt experience by this time. 

Sd O C 

T G Knox Exqre H.B.M. Consul  

Bangkok 

Govt House 

Spore 4/5/66 

My dear Mr Fraser 

I have unfortunately no personal acquaintance with the Governors of the colonies you are about 
to visit, but I have much pleasure in enclosing three formal notes of introduction which will I 
trust meet the object you have in view. 

I should be glad to hear of the Success of your mission. 



Sd O C 

A Fraser Esqre 

Chief Agent 

Netherlands Indies S N Co 

Singapore May 9th 1866 

My dear Sir Benson 

In my giving instructions to Mr Baningarten to prepare the order of Court relative to the costs in 
suits instituted under Act V of 1866 {he?} pointed out to me that, when the provisions of a 
similar Act were extended, by order of {in?} council, to several courts in England, the order did 
not enter into details but empowered the courts to make such further rules as might be necessary. 
Having therefore a precedent, it might perhaps be advisable for us to follow it, and Mr 
Baningarten has therefore drawn up a revised order of Government which I enclose, with the 
previous one, and wh. if it meets with your approval I will adopt. 

It has been prepared as far as possible in strict accordance with the form used in the orders of 
Council at home. 

Macpherson sent me your pay bills but as your pay is fixed by the letters patent, it does not come 
under my audit nor can I pass any order regarding it. If however you will address me mentioning 
that, as the office at Singapore is virtually vacant, so long as you perform the entire {duties?} of 
the post in addition to your own, you presume that you will be entitled to the higher salary, or 
rather to a deputation allowance equivalent to the difference, I shall have much pleasure in 
supporting the claim and submitting the question to the Supreme Government. 

Sd O C 

Sir Benson Maxwell Recorder 

Précis of a note to H.E. the governor of Labuan d/11/5/66 

Has been unable to obtain men for his force {from?} the Police discharged at Singapore on the 
expiration of their service. Will endeavour now to procure respectable outsiders. With regard to 
the relief of the Labuan detachment, if the "Rattler" cannot do it, the "Mona" will have to be 
chartered by as she wd have to go o to "Manilla". He would have the two detachments with him 
for about 10 days. Enquires whether he has room to put them up; if not the relief must be 
effected in two trips. etc. 

Sd O C 

M P 



Extract from a letter dated 18th May/66 to the Resident Councillor Penang 

x x x 

Did Brown, before he left. Speak to you about a scheme for a Seawall and Quay at Penang 
similar to Collyer’s Quay here. If not it might be worth your while to ascertain what the 
Merchants at your Residency would think of such a measure. We would as at Singapore issue 
grants with a small Quit rent for all land reclaimed, and such {each?} person would have to 
contribute towards the expense of the reclamation rateably to the extent of his grant. It would be 
a great improvement to the Town. The Government might carry out the work, the proprietors of 
the land making from time to time such advances as might be necessary. 

Singapore 

20/5/66 

My dear Mr Muir 

I do not know whether you receive regular visits {news?} from Bangkok, and as the Governor 
General ought to be made acquainted with all political movements in this Quarter, I therefore 
write these few lines to mention that I heard yesterday from Mr Knox that the Siamese Govet. 
Had received an application from a Company, of which the projectors {promoters?} are French, 
for permission to cut a canal through the isthmus of Kra. 

The King was informed of the result of the cession to Mr. Sesseps {de Lesseps} in Egypt and the 
project has consequently not been entertained, but although repulsed in their first attempt, the 
French may yet make a second endeavour to obtain a footing in the Malayan Peninsula. The 
matter has been duly reported by Mr Knox to the Home Govt. 

We have an Italian Frigate now in harbour with a mission on board en route to Japan to conclude 
if possible a treaty similar to those granted to other European Powers, but this is not the sole 
object of the mission, as I have every reason to believe that it has been instructed to try and form 
a settlement out in these seas, with the view of becoming a point d’appui for Italian Commerce 
and for a future Italian Squadron should however {ever?} war have broken out in Europe. 

Sd O C 

Extract from a letter to T G Knox Esqre Consul at Siam d/23/5/66 

I am very glad to hear that for the present the intended movement of our worthy allies upon the 
isthmus of Kra has been arrested. I daresay however that the design has not been entirely 
abandoned and that it will be necessary for you to be on your guard against any further 
proceedings in that Quarter. We could never allow the French to obtain such a position as would 
cut off the Straits from India. 



The King has sent me the wedding cards of his grandson. Will you therefore kindly give him the 
accompanying note of Congratulation. 

Sd O C 

Sir 22/5/66 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the wedding cards of Your Majesty’s grandson, 
His Highness Prince Fidgeo and beg your Majesty to accept my cordial congratulations on the 
auspicious event. 

I have etc. 

Sd O C 

H.M. the King of Siam 

Précis of a letter to Sir Benson Maxwell d/24th May 1866 

Mentions that there will be no officialty {difficulty?} about his 8 m’s leave. That his letter 
regarding his pay has been sent to Calcutta. When an answer is received he shall have a copy. Is 
not disposed to recommend the claims of the petty jurors to favourable consideration as our 
judicial expenditure is very heavy. 

Sd / O C 

M P 

  

  

  

  

  

(insert) 

Singapore 25th May 1866 

My dear Burn 

As the "Pluto" I believe is not to leave until 2 o’clock I find that I have time to send you a few 
lines in reply to yours of the 23rd. 



When the road to Payah Suas is ready, I would wish you to arrange to have a small temporary 
Police Station erected close to the site of the proposed Boundary Pillar there. Under the 
protection of the Police have all the materials for the construction of the Pillar duly collected, so 
that when once the order is given, the work may be carried out without any delay. The Pillar 
should of course be of stout masonry so that it may not easily be injured, and the Police should 
be kept in the neighborhood until the mortar has well set. You might I think spare a Jemadar and 
2 Peons from the Suloo cheena {China?} Station, and this, in addition to the extra men you have 
now on duty at Mallas, and who would not be required there if you establish an advanced post at 
Payah Suas, would I fancy place the requisite force at your disposal. It might perhaps be also as 
well that you should move up the two field guns at Seapang to Malos. The fact of their having 
been brought into the neighborhood might perhaps have a good effect. There is no necessity for 
any hurry in the matter so long as you make it clear that we are determined to maintain our 
rights. 

Believe me 

Yours very sincerely 

Sd/ O Cavenagh 

(to be entered in the private letter book) 

Extract from a letter to the address of Sir P B Maxwell, recorder of Penang dated 26th May 1866. 

x x x 

Some of the Merchants have spoken to me about the annoyance sometimes caused by the system 
in force here with respect to impanelling petty Jurors. They say that whilst energy (any?} firm 
could afford to have one clerk absent at a time, yet when two are taken away together and their 
services retained for several days, the action of the office, more especially at Mail time or if the 
juries happen to be their best men, because {becomes?} paralysed. They consider that Singapore 
is quite large enough to furnish five or six sets of petty Jurymen, and that, if arrangements were 
made so that two men from the same office were never placed in the same set, whilst after a set 
had been discharged a {after?} day’s duty, it were not called upon to sit again until all the others 
had equally sat for a day, the Court would have ordinarily the service of a completely fresh set of 
jurymen every day, and a considerable relief afforded to the Public.  

If you concur in this opinion I might instruct the Deputy Sheriff to try and carry out the proposed 
change. 

(to be entered in the private letter book 

  

Extract from a letter to Sir Benson Maxwell Recorder of Pinang d/7th June 66 



I have the pleasure to forward herewith for your consideration the draft of a proposed Order of 
Court for carrying into effect the intended Govt. Order with respect to the extension of the 
provisions of Sections 2 to 7 of Act 5 of 1866 to the local Court of Judicature. 

I also submit, at Mr Baingarten’s suggestion, a table of fees which he thinks would prove 
somewhat more favourable to the poorer class of suitors, who might not, for a small sum be 
desirous of engaging the Services of a Local Agent, than a fixed charge of Eight Dollars. He tells 
me that arrears are accumulating. I purpose therefore despatching the "Rainbow" to Penang to be 
at your disposal as soon as she is refitted which will, I fancy, be about the 20th Instant. 

Précis of a letter to Mr Callaghan Gr of Labuan d/13th June 1866 

In reply to his letters of the 23rd and 25th does not consider that the 12 men who are supposed to 
be on a filibustering expedition to Labuan can give him any trouble as Govr of Labuan and 
mentions that the "Forester" is going over. Points out that he might pass an Arms Act to prevent 
the landing of the Arms at Labuan. The "Sampoon" will probably tender to take over the Troops 
at a moderate rate and if so she will be taken up. Mentions that there is a candidate for the 
appointment of Chief Constable, one John More, formerly in the Madras H.A. Farrier Major, 
subsequently in the Sappers and Miners and Madras P.W.D. He has good certificates and seems 
a decent man. Also states that there is a policeman recently tried for conspiracy and acquitted 
who might be induced to proceed to Labuan with a few men and would be willing to take them. 

Sd/ O C 

M P 

Singapore 

June 19th 1866 

My dear Man 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 4th Instant, and with reference 
to your enquiries regarding the issue of Licenses to Pawnbrokers, to enclose a copy of the form 
used at this Station. 

The only agreement that you can take from the former {farmer?} is one to the effect that he will 
be answerable for the payment, by equal monthly instalments, of the amount due on account of 
the fees on the Licenses issued. To ascertain the fee to be charged, as already printed {pointed?} 
out to you officially, you divide the total monthly sum by the number of Licenses you have 
determined to issue, and multiply the quotient by the number of months for which the License is 
to run. Thus, supposing the amount to be paid monthly were $1,000, the number of Licenses to 
be issued 10, and the period for which the License is to run one year or 12 months, the fee to be 
charged upon such License would be $1,200, and the former {farmer?} would simply become 
security for the payment, in 12 equal monthly instalments, of the sum of $12,000, being the 
amount of fees upon 10 Licenses.  



The amount of interest here is fixed by the Commissioner of Police, and no higher charge than he 
has sanctioned is allowed to be made without the risk of forfeiting the License. There is no 
monopoly, for although the former{?} may hold one or two shops, the greater number are sublet, 
a shop in a good situation being worth more than the cost of the License fee.  

Of course I may be wrong, but I have always considered that the grant of Licenses to 
Pawnbrokers, equally to the Keepers of hotels etc., was optional on the part of the Commissioner 
of Police. In England where I fear the wording of the Act is very similar, the Magistrates refuse 
Licenses to Keep Beer Shops if they are of opinion that the number allowed is sufficient to meet 
the wants of the community. However, it is most likely {unlikely?} that, all the best localities 
having been occupied in the first instance, under the stringent conditions of the License, and 
considering the heavy fee fixed, any outsider would wish to take out a License. Should he 
however do so, the former{?} would be fairly entitled to have the amount carried to his credit. Of 
course it would have to be paid in full at once and not by instalments. 

There can be no doubt that under the former system great temptations were offered to people to 
steal by the facilities that existed for disposing of stolen property and that this temptation has, in 
some measure, been removed, whilst any attempt to make undue profit by appraising the value of 
articles pledged at too low a rate would be sure to be deported {defeated?} by persons selling the 
things to friend on the understanding that they might purchase them back. 

I hope Mr Robertson will now become steady. He has had a severe lesson. His pay will of course 
be the full 300 Rs per mensem whilst Earl’s will will be at the reduced rate for Pinang (350 Rs I 
think) until (until) he passes, when he will draw the same amount as Waller etc. etc. 

Sd/ O C 

Précis of a letter to Col Macpherson d/10/7/66 

Acknowledges receipt of his letter of the 7th. "Rainbow" to be sent up here at once if there is no 
work to be done at Singapore. "Pluto" to bring down the Judge to Pinang when he is ready. Mr 
Venn may be sent to Malacca vice Waterhouse and the R.C. can sanction the arrangements as 
Secy to Govt. Should Aaron Pillay be guilty hopes to get a conviction against him. Enquires 
about Chinese Prisoner whose surrender was requested by the Dutch. Mr Cuppage to write in 
about his office hours. 

Sd O C 

M P 

  

  

Extract from a letter to T G Knox Consul at Bangkok d/17/7/66 



x x x 

In a petition submitted by the wife of Mohammed Hussain she alleged that he was a British born 
subject, his parents having been in exile in Province Wellesley at the time of his birth. This may 
be true but ever since his childhood he has resided in Quedah and has always been looked upon 
as a subject of that State, nor has he indeed made any avowal himself to the contrary.  

I can see no objection to the arrangement proposed by the Kalahome, so long as proper 
precaution may be taken to prevent the peace of the Frontier being disturbed. Our Govt ought to 
be perfectly satisfied. 

I have recently been obliged to call the attention of the Rajah of Quedah to Article 13 of the 
Treaty of 1826, as it was brought to my knowledge that a very heavy duty was imposed upon 
cattle entering our territories. As the Treaty with Quedah under which the annual payment is 
made to the Rajah contains a stipulation differing but little from the provisions of the above 
Article, I should imagine that the Rajah will recognize the necessity for observing his Treaty 
obligations. 

Sd O C 

Pinang 26/7/66 

My dear Mr Muir 

As it is perhaps advisable that the Supreme Government should be au fait with the state of affairs 
in Siam I have the pleasure to annex an extract from a demi official communication from our 
Consul at Bangkok relative to the proceedings of his French Colleague.  

Sd O C 

The Hon W Muir Esqre 

Secy to Govt Home Depatt 

Pinang 2nd August/66 

My dear Sir 

As it appears that the Bill for the transfer of the Straits to the charge of the Colonial Office has 
been brought before the Parliament, and there is therefore a probability of its being passed during 
the present Session, I venture to suggest for the consideration of the Rt Hon the Secy of State the 
expediency, if practicable, of carrying the measure into effect at the commencement of the next 
official year. 

In many respects the present would be a very favourable time for the change. The 2 batteries of 
Artillery at Singapore and the Native Regiment at that Station must be relieved in the course of 



another five or six months. The Batteries might be relieved direct from home, whilst if it is the 
intention of the Authorities at the War Office to locate the wing of a European Regt. in the 
Tanglin Bks, the duties hitherto devolving upon the Troops at Singapore might be temporarily 
performed by the Police, an extra body of Peons (constables) being raised for the purpose, to be 
absorbed when no longer needed, whilst the Native Regiment could be transferred to Pinang 
furnishing details for Malacca and Labuan. Thus there would be at Singapore 2 batteries of 
Artillery and the Wing of a European Regt., all of the Home Service, and at Pinang an Indian 
battery and a Native Regiment, to be relieved in 1868, or as soon as suitable preparations for the 
relief could be completed, an arrangement to which the Indian Government would doubtless be 
willing to accede, a fixed payment equivalent to the estimated cost being made to the Madras 
Government, the Presidency to which the Military in the Straits belong, from the Straits Military 
contribution a deduction being of course allowed on account of the Labuan detachment. 

As regards the Civil Establishment it would be advisable to permit matters to remain in statu 
quo. The only additional officer that would be required would be an Accountant or Dy Acct 
General and perhaps one or two clerks for at least one year. Although more particularly amongst 
the Medical Staff, both of the Commissioned and Warrant grades, there may be one or two who 
would be prepared to forego the advantages of an Indian career by accepting Colonial 
appointments, I believe that all the Indian Servants would be willing to stay for that period or as 
long as their services might be deemed necessary, provided they did not forfeit their Indian 
rights. To this, under the peculiar circumstances of the case, the Secy of State for India could 
hardly object and time would thus be afforded to make arrangements for filling up any vacancies 
likely to occur. As I mentioned in my last letter I entertain little doubt that with proper 
management the revenue of the Straits will always be able to meet all demands on account of 
Civil Expenditure, as well as the military contribution. At the same time, with reference to the 
probability of an increased Pension List, it would not be prudent for the present to make any 
increase of Establishment not of absolute necessity. 

For some years past legislation has been almost at a standstill, the Supreme Govt declining either 
to legislate for the Straits or to confer local powers of legislation. Hence the existing uncertainty 
as to the future of the Settlement is most prejudicial to its interests and any further delay in 
effecting the transfer is greatly to be deprecated. A sincere desire to promote the welfare of the 
new Colony may therefore I trust be pleaded as my excuse for now addressing you on the 
subject. 

Sd O C 

Sir Frederic Rogers Bt 

Under Secy of State 

Pinang 4th Augt 1866 

My dear General 



From the printed correspondence on the subject of the transfer of the Straits Settlement to the 
charge of the Colonial Office, I perceive that it has been decided that a Wing of a European 
Corps is to be quartered in the Tanglin Bk. I hope therefore you will kindly excuse my writing to 
solicit the kind exercise of your influence in behalf of the Singapore Community so far as to 
secure the presence if practicable of a Hd. Qr. Wing. So that the Station may have the advantage 
of a Band. As the Settlement is to pay a very large Mily. Contribution, the residents have some 
claim to the desired indulgence, whilst in a public point of view the arrangement perhaps may 
not be deemed undesirable considering the general salubrity of the locality and the extent of the 
accommodation available. 

As the Bill for the transfer is unopposed, I presume that the measure will be carried out 
notwithstanding the change of Ministry. As regards the Mily. Changes, next cold weather will be 
a very suitable time for carrying them into effect, as the two Batteries of Artillery at Singapore 
are under orders for England and could be relieved direct from home, whilst the Native Corps 
here will return to Madras, and its place could be taken by the Regt. at Singapore, which would 
also furnish the details at Malacca and Labuan until it could be relieved by the newly raised 
Companies of the Ceylon Rifles. A payment would of course have to be made to the Madras 
Govt. so long as the Corps remained, and some additional Police wd. Have to be formed to take 
the Civil duties at Singapore until the advent of the Rifles, but these would easily be absorbed as 
soon as their services would be dispensed with, as vacancies are continually occurring in our 
ordinary Police force. I am afraid there is little prospect of the rifles obtaining many recruits in 
the Straits. The people are too well off to think of entertaining {enlisting?} 

M P Sd/ O C 

To Lt Genl Sir Hope Grant G.C.B. 

Qr Mr Gl 

Horse Guards 

Pinang Hill 

August 9th 1866 

My dear Knox 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 15th Ultimo. Although 
Monsieur Anbaret may not have the ability to carry out the scheme, he seems to have at {it?} 
present in view, and to induce the King to place himself under French protection. Still if his 
design is in any way countenanced by his own Government, even although unwittingly, it will, I 
presume, be necessary for you to be constantly on your guard to thwart his plans an prevent his 
obtaining any undue influence at Court, which must be somewhat of a nuisance.  



I do not wonder at the Kalahome and his friends fearing (fearing) an attempt on the part of the 
King to interfere with respect to the nomination of a successor to the throne, as it is not unnatural 
that, if possible, he should endeavour to retian the Sovereignty in his own Family.  

Colonel Macpherson wrote me from Singapore that Kim Sing has asked him for assistance in 
procuring the Services of a Surveyor and an Assistant, to survey the boundary. Has this 
application any connection with the French claim to {the?} right bank of the Cambodia? I 
instructed Macpherson to mention that he would be glad to meet his wishes, but that it was 
advisable that any arrangement entered into with the Surveyor should be made through you. I 
suppose you are aware that the king of Siam has sent down his contribution for the French 
Exhibition to Singapore, with a request that it may be forwarded to Paris with the Straits 
collections. etc. 

Sd/ O C 

T G Knox Esqre 

H.B.M.Consul 

Pinang Hill 

August 9th 1866 

Sire 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Majesty’s note of the 28th Jue, forwarding 
for my acceptance, as a token or remembrance of the deceased Prince Chira Bony Basir, a small 
statue of His Royal Highness and a bag containing some funeral balls. I shall not fail to prize the 
above gifts at {as?} a mark of your Majesty’s friendship and of the kindly feelings entertained in 
my behalf by the brothers, Sister and Mother of the late Prince. 

I remain 

Sire 

Your Majesty’s Sincere Friend 

Sd/ O C 

To 

His Majesty 

The King of Siam 

________________________________________________________________________ 



Extract from a letter to Major Burn, R C Malacca, 8th August 1866 

"As Sergeant Aitken has been pensioned you can let him go at once. When he ready for a start 
write to Bennett to send up Macdonald and send in our {an?} official on the subject so that the 
necessary order may be gazetted. I can relieve {release?} Macdonald from this {station?} as 
there is a Candidate who seems a good man." 

Extract from a letter to Sir Richard McDonnell Governor of Hongkong d/15/8/66 

I have the pleasure to enclose a return shewing the realizations consequent in {on?} the 
introduction of the Stamp Act for the three years that it has been in force in the Straits 
Settlement, and the cost of the Establishments. In the first instance I had only a collector at 
Singapore, but with reference to the great amount of business and the necessity for having a 
substitute in case of sickness I was obliged to appoint an assistant, with the view however of 
relieving the R.C. who is also Secy to Govt. and the head of all Local Boards. 

? etc. I had intended making over the charge of the Treasury to the Stamp Commissioner, giving 
him a suitable increase of salary. Consequent on the approaching transfer of the Straits to the 
charge of the Colonial Office, the Supreme Govt. objected to my making the change, which will 
however be carried out as soon as the transfer takes place. Unless the duties of your Treasurer at 
HongKong are very onerous, I should imagine that you would find a somewhat similar 
arrangement advantageous, both as regards economy and efficiency. 

If you have a good collector who will combing {combine?} the moditer {suaviter?} in modo 
with the foditor {fortiter?} in re, I have little doubt you will experience no difficulty in 
introducing the tax. Although the Merchants in the Straits naturally objected to it, when once I 
succeeded in inducing them to recognise its necessity, all opposition ceased and it is very seldom 
that I have any complaints with regard to its working. 

In all probability the revenue to be derived from the Stamp Act will place your finances on a 
sound footing. . There is however another Indian{?} act which if you have no analogous law in 
Hongkong you might perhaps find useful. It is the act for the registration of movable property in 
Java. It yields a very large revenue whilst it acts as a great check to litigation and is generally 
acceptable. 

Sd O C 

My dear Sir Benson 

I shall of course be happy to submit your letter for the consideration of the Supreme 
Government, but I must honestly confess that I entertain little hope of your application being 
successful for the following reasons. 

First that it is opposed to all the rules of the Indian Service to grant an officer, when performing 
the duties of two appointments, the full pay of both, and if I mistake not, in the old supreme 
Courts no additional salary was given to a Judge even when left alone on the Bench owing to the 



absence of his colleagues, the order granting the extra pay to the Offg Chief Justice having been 
granted only {in?} 1864. 

2. that although by the Letters Patent it is prescribed that in the event of a vacancy occurring in 
the office of one of the said Recorders, the other Recorder may sit in his place, yet in the section 
under which the salaries are defined it is declared that these salaries are to be in lieu of all 
advantages whatsoever. It must be remembered that although in the present instance no loss 
would be entailed on the State yet if you were acting in the place of a Recorder absent on sick 
leave there would be no lapsed salary from which you could be paid, yet your right to the extra 
remuneration of {if?} admitted would remand {remain?} the same. In the Colonies as in the 
present high courts the judges forfeit a large portion of their salaries whilst on leave. There is by 
the bye an error in your letter which being one of fact I shall have to draw attention to and which 
therefore I think it would be advisable for you to correct. The pay of the former Recorder was 
only $18,000 not £4,500 per annum. 

Had I known that the "Rainbow" was likely to make so long a passage I certainly should not 
have sent her up, and I would therefore feel perfectly justified in passing your Bill for passage 
money by the "Aratom apear". It should be paid at the Singapore Treasury. 

Sd O C 10/8/66 

Sir Benson Maxwell 

My dear Sir Benson 

I shall be happy to concur in the nomination of the Senior Sworn Clerk to the vacancy caused by 
Mr Bodik’s {Rodyk’s?} retirement. I presume that he will be able to return to his duty by the end 
of the month, when the appointment can be made and gazetted. In the meanwhile his locum 
tenens can continue to discharge the current duties of the office. 

As the Steamer for Calcutta is expected on Friday I shall be busy all tomorrow, but should the 
case of Bayliss versus Bramner come to trial on the Friday I shall be glad to attend. 

Believe me, etc 

Wednesday evening, 22nd August 1866 Sd/ O C 

Sir Benson Maxwell 

x x x 

Pinang 2nd Septr 1866 

My dear Knox 



By this mail you will receive an official on the subject of the heavy duty levied upon cattle 
coming into Province Wellesley by the Rajah of Quedah. As one of the principal reasons of the 
payment made to the Rajah by the British Government was to prevent any difficulty with regard 
to procuring supplies, we should have been justified in withholding the subsidy until the duty 
was removed, but as out treaty with Siam contains an express Article upon the subject, I have 
thought it but right to bring the matter to the notice of the King before taking any further 
proceedings. 

By the bye I am told that instead of being kept at a distance from our Province, as mentioned in 
your letter of the 21st June, Mahomed Hoossim has been allowed to return to his old residence, 
and that the people are somewhat afraid of another disturbance. As the Rajah of Quedah is now 
on his way to Bangkok you might make enquiries on the subject. 

Sd O C 

T G Knox Esqre 

H.B.M. Consul, Bangkok 

(insert) 

Penang Septr 25th 1866 

My dear Sir Benson 

I have the pleasure to enclose a fair copy of the draft of the rules you propose to prescribe, with 
reference to the extension to the Straits of the Section of Act of 1866 not previously in force. I 
presume that, after the rules have been passed by the Court, it will be necessary two publish them 
in the Gazette for general information. The Govt order has already been forwarded to the Press. 

The case of the Convict at Malacca shall have my serious consideration, but I must confess it is 
one upon which it is difficult to arrive at a decision. Although the death of the murdered man 
may not have been intended, yet it is clear that the Act of violence, which led to the murder, was 
premeditated, and that the blows were not struck in consequence of sudden provocation, but in 
accordance with a previously concocted plan. Had the accomplice, Jones, displayed equal 
determination as the murderer, it is impossible to say how many lives might have been lost. 
In{the event?} the disturbance was suppressed. Now a convict who merely at the instigation of 
another, and having no wrong of his own to suppress, is prepared to commit a serious assault 
upon the petty officers of a Jail, must, to say the least, be regarded as a dangerous character, and, 
in justice to the Jail officials, it would not be right to give him an opportunity of joining in a 
second outbreak. Moreover if after taking the life of an officer he still continued the inmate of a 
Convict Jail in the Straits, it might give rise to a feeling of insecurity on the part of the Peons, 
that might act most prejudiciously, by causing a relaxation in the hands of discipline, the firm 
maintenance is a prison is most essential for the preservation of order and even of life. If in 
commuting the sentence of death to transportation for life, I could at once order the prisoners 



removed to Andamans, a point upon which I asked Macpherson to request you to kindly favor 
me with your opinion, I should feel my judgment somewhat less fettered. 

x x x 

Sd/ O C 

Sir Benson Maxwell 

(end of insert) 

Letter to Col Dickens Secy P.W.D. d/24th Septr 1866 

Reports Captain Mayne’s departure and arrangements to be made for carrying on his duties. 

Sd O C 

My dear Mayne 

As consequent on the approaching transfer of the Settlement to the charge of the Colonial Office 
it is unlikely that you will return to your present appointment. As the head of the Local 
Government cannot allow you to leave the Straits without recording my appreciation of the 
ability, energy and zeal you have displayed throughout your tenure of office as Chief Engineer 
and Secy to Govt. 

Its waterworks at Singapore and the drainage works in Prov Wellesley besides other minor works 
will afford permanent proof of your skill and judgment as an Engineer, whilst the Annual 
Progress Reports have sufficiently attested the diligence with which P.W. generally have been 
prosecuted under your control, and I am well aware that in addition to the discharge of your 
onerous Govt. duties, including those of Superintendent of the Press you have at all times been 
most ready to render the aid of your professional advice to the Municipal Commissioners or to 
any other body even although unconnected with the State having for their object the construction 
of works of public improvement. 

I sincerely regret the necessity for your departure and wishing you speedy restoration to health 
remain 

Yours sincerely 

Sd O C 

Cap. J.O.Mayne R.E. 

Secy to Govt P.W.D. 

Singapore 15th Octr 1866 



My dear Sir 

Pray accept my best thanks for the papers forwarded with your letter of the 16th Ult which I read 
with much interest most fully concurring as I do in the views you have expressed with respect to 
the introduction of the Stamp Act into your Government. Similar objections to those you have 
had to contend with were raised here when the Indian Act was extended to this Settlement.  

As far as I have been able to judge from the cases that have been brought to my notice, there has 
been no endeavour on the part of the Chinese to elude the Stamp duties. In almost every case in 
which a penalty has been inflicted the offender has been a Native of India, and at this moment I 
cannot remember one in which a Chinaman has been concerned. On this point however I will 
make further enquiries from the Commissioner of Stamps. 

The statement with respect to the exemption from the payment of duty of Bank notes is correct. 
There has been a correspondence between the heads of the Treasury and Secy. of State for India 
with regard to the propriety of the former empowering Chartered Banks to issue notes within the 
Indian territories. Hence whilst the discussion was pending I was prohibited from recognising the 
authority thus accorded, and I was consequently obliged to ask for special exemption as respects 
the notes. This was granted by the Supreme Govt. and has not yet been rescinded, though it 
would doubtless have been so long ‘ere this, had it not been for our approaching transfer to the 
charge of the colonial Office. The duty will be enforced as soon as the transfer takes place. etc 
etc. 

H.E.Sir R McDonnell Sd O C 

Governor of Hongkong 

  

  

Extract from a letter to Major Burn R C Malacca d/13th October 1866 

After giving the matter full consideration I have determined upon commuting the sentence of 
death passed upon the convict to Transportation for life so that you may make arrangements for 
his despatch to the Andamans by the next Burmah Steamer. The requisite official communication 
will be forwarded hereafter. Up to the present I do not think that Calendar has reached the office 
so that I have no official cognisance of the sentence of death having been passed. 

Sd O C 

My dear Sir 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your note transmitting for my acceptance a 
copy of "The Grammar of English Grammar". Accompanied as the gift has been with so kind an 
expression of your good wishes I cannot but feel that it would be discourteous on my part to 



refuse it, and I would therefore beg you to assure the Brothers that I shall ever value it as a token 
of regard from a body whose efforts in the cause of education in the Straits entitle them to my 
gratitude, and towards whom I consequently entertain a sentiment of sincere esteem. 

To Brother Joshua 

Pinang 

Extract from a letter to Dr Scott care of Messrs Servis Stewart & Co 26 Poultry London  

E C d/ Singapore 20th October 1866 

Owing to my absence from Singapore I have been precluded from earlier acknowledging the 
receipt of your last three letters. I have spoken to Dr Fergusson on the subject of your request to 
be appointed to act during his absence and he answers me that at present he has no intention of 
leaving, At the same time under any circumstances I should have hardly felt justified in making 
you any distinct promise, as in the first place, as I mentioned to you on a previous occasion, I 
should consider officers now in Govt employ to have a prior claim and it is possible that one of 
them might desire to be transferred to Singapore, and in the second not having up to the present 
moment received any instructions from the Indian or Colonial Office as to the terms under which 
present incumbents are to be allowed to retain office, and the regulations under which any 
vacancies that may occur are to be filled up, I am scarcely in a position to offer you an 
appointment, and my doing so might be looked upon as an act of impropriety. 

I was very glad to hear that the Tumongong has been well received throughout his visit. I think it 
may lead to beneficial and that he will now really turn his attention towards the improvement of 
his country. If he can only be induced to devote a certain portion of his annual revenue to 
expenditure on Public Works, a great change may take place in Johore in the course of the next 
few years, a change that would be attended with advantage both to himself and his people, as 
well perhaps to the Mercantile community of Singapore. Sd O C 

Singapore October 24th 1866 

My dear Mackay 

I regret much the disappointment your Brother is likely to experience and I need hardly assure 
you that, should it be in my power to compensate him in any way for his fruitless journey to 
Pinang, it will afford me much pleasure to do so. 

I did not reply to your letter by the earlier opportunity as I wished, in the first instance, to consult 
with Bennett as to the prospect of my being able to offer your Brother employment in the Public 
Works (Works) Department. If he is qualified as a Civil Engineer I believe that I shall have little 
difficulty in providing for him a temporary arrangement. Although I have, as yet, received no 
communication on the subject from Calcutta, there can, I think, hardly be a doubt that no officer 
will be sent down to replace Mayne. Hence, pending McNair’s return, it will be necessary to 
afford Bennett some relief. This I would propose doing by appointing your brother Offg 



Assistant Engineer at Singapore, soliciting the sanction of the Supreme Government to the 
measure. The salary would be only Rs 250 per mensem, but the position is one that is ordinarily 
held by junior officers of the Engineer Corps, not by subordinates, and should your brother 
hereafter by any fortunate chance be confirmed in the Department, and prove himself deserving 
of advancement, his ultimate prospects would be better than in the Survey Department. The most 
essential qualification for a junior Civil Engineer is the ability to draw a Plan and prepare an (an) 
Estimate, and this, I presume, your brother possesses.  

I am very busy and I am sure you will kindly excuse a short letter. With kind regards to the 
ladies, believe me to remain 

Yours very sincerely 

Sd/ Orfeur Cavenagh 

The Reverend 

J Mackay B.D. 

Residency Chaplain 

Pinang 

October 26th/66 

My dear Sir Benson 

If you have leisure I should feel much obliged by your kindly looking over the accompanying 
papers connected with the case of the prisoner, Vitie, and favoring me with your opinion as to 
the merits of his petition. As Coll Man justly observes, the defence must rest entirely upon the 
credibility of the statements made by the other prisoners and the nature of the evidence adduced 
on (on) the trial in support of the prosecution. 

If you consider the latter to have been weak, with reference to the prisoner’s apparent good 
character, he might perhaps be allowed the benefit of the doubt. But if you are satisfied that the 
injured party was sufficiently sensible after the first blow to recognize his last assailant, then the 
representation made would have no weight. 

Believe me 

Yours very truly 

To Sd/ Orfeur Cavenagh 

The Honble 



Sir Benson Maxwell 

Singapore October 29th 1866 

My dear Knox 

The sudden departure of the "Chow Phyah" the day after my return without waiting as I had 
anticipated for the Mail, prevented my answering your last two letters earlier. 

As far as I have been able to ascertain, the Revenue of the Rajah of Quedah is about $50,000 per 
annum. For the Excise Forms {Farms} alone he received from the Farmers the following sums:- 
Kota Pry $800, Muda $12,000, Monpan $1,900, and Kedah $12,000, in all $26,700. In addition 
to which he is entitled to the free labor of his subjects in constructing all Public Works, roads, 
houses etc. as well as for his own private paddy planting, so that he is free from being in the 
impoverished condition he has described.  

He has frequently allowed the peace of our frontier to be disturbed by gangs of dacoits etc. from 
his territories. No steps are taken to ensure the apprehension and punishment of such offenders, 
and the remonstrances of our Authorities either lead to evasive replies or are allowed to remain 
unanswered and unheeded. 

Although he is well aware that gambling is prohibited by our laws, with the view of encouraging 
our subjects in the vice and enabling them to violate the law with impunity, he has established 
these gaming houses in {on?} our immediate frontier. One I passed myself the other day on my 
tour of inspection. It was situated on the very boundary line, whilst on the Quedah side, there 
was not a single house of any description in the neighborhood, shewing clearly the object with 
which it had been sanctioned, viz to offer temptation to the Coolies of the large Sugar Estate in 
its vicinity. 

The Merchants of Pinang have not moved in the matter of the duty placed upon cattle and rice. 
Indeed there is I believe only one, Mr. Nairne, who knows anything about the Treaty, and had 
the Rajah consulted him, {and?} acted upon his advice, possibly the matter might have been 
settled. For he at once told him that the terms of the Treaty were too clear to admit of any doubt, 
and he had better therefore wait upon me and ask me to arrange matters on his behalf. He 
however prepared {preferred?} following Mr Lewis’ advice and appealing to Siam. The question 
of the heavy duty levied upon cattle entering our territories was brought to my notice by Coll. 
Man, not in a political paper but in his annual report upon the Agriculture of the Province, in 
which the average prices charged for cattle of every description are entered, and the reasons for 
any rise or fall explained. 

If the Rajah would wish to pay me a visit and discuss the question, I shall of course be happy to 
receive him, but to admit of any deviation being made from the terms of his engagement, a 
reference will be either to India or the home Authorities as the case may be. 

` Sd/ Orfeur Cavenagh 



T G Knox Esqre 

H.B.M.’s Consul, Bangkok 

  

My dear Mackay 5/11/66 

Bennett has just sent me up the accompanying Memo of the required qualifications of an Asst 
Engineer. The report of Mayne’s intended departure was forwarded to Calcutta by the Steamer 
from Pinang before I left. If therefore I hear nothing from the Supreme Govt by either of the 
Steamers expected this month I shall take it for granted that no appointment will be made by the 
G.G., and if your brother reports himself qualified will be prepared at once to appoint him as 
Bennett’s asst. I observe that the salary will be Rs 300 not Rs 250 per mensem. Of course the 
appointment can only be one of a temporary character, as at present it is quite out of my power to 
say what Establishment will be sanctioned, and moreover McNair may perhaps return before the 
expiration of his leave. I only wish that I had employment of a more permanent nature to offer 
etc. etc. 

Sd O C 

The Revd 

J Mackay B.D. 

Major General Cavenagh presents his compliments to His Exceelency the G.G. of Netherlands 
India and trusts that he may be allowed to introduce to His Excellency His Royal Highness the 
Duke d’Alençon, son of the Duke de Nemoneo (Nemours?} and cousin of Her Majesty the 
Queen of Great Britain who is making an extended tour through the East and purposes paying a 
sort visit to Java. 

Govt House 

Singapore 

13th Nov 1866 

My dear Macpherson 

Burn tells me that Froplory was with you today and distinctly stated that he intended sending the 
Serang of the "Capitol" to Saigon to be tried. If so Baningarten had better make the necessary 
arrangements for issuing the habeas corpus and we could sit on Monday to hear the case. 
Froplory is altogether wrong even by French law, the offence having been committed on Shore 
he has no jurisdiction whilst by English Law he can exercise no authority over offences that may 
be cognisable in our Courts even on board vessels in the harbour. Sd/ O C 



17/11/66 The Hon Col Macpherson R C 

My dear Macpherson 

I have the pleasure to send you Wheaton and the consul’s Manual. In the former the special 
passages referred to are:- 

The extension {extent?}of jurisdiction in Foreign Ports to be limited to Public armed ships ie 
Men of War, vide page 151, 174 Jurisdiction to extend over Private Ships only when not within 
the jurisdiction of any other State. Page 144, 175. French Law on this point applicable to French 
ports only. Page 156. 

Act {Art?} VIII of special convention with France. Page 169. 

Territorial jurisdiction Page 233. 

In the latter the important passages are to be found at pages 70 and 77, para 103, 104 and 125 of 
instructions to Consuls. 

18/11/66 Sd/ O C 

the Hon Col Macpherson R.C. 

30/11/66 

My dear Knox 

Many thanks for your letter of the 10th. The young Rajah of Quedah has returned to his Capital 
though up to the present he has made no sign. However as Colonel Man has been furnished with 
a copy of your letter and enclosure he will doubtless take the initiative and call upon the Rajah to 
shew cause why he should not be required to fulfil his treaty obligations. On the receipt of his 
reply I shall be able to take the matter into consideration. 

I enclose for your perusal a copy of a letter lately received from Colonel Man relative to the 
rectification of our boundary in Province Wellesley. You will see from the accompanying sketch 
the object that we have in view in wishing to include the district of Kotah within our frontier. At 
present it is entirely covered with Jungle, and from its position in the center of our territories it 
has become a perfect Alsatia offenders when pursued by the Police experiencing little difficulty 
in escaping across the border where they enjoy perfect immunity from all control. As I haven not 
yet communicated with the Supreme Govt on the subject I cannot ask you to take officially any 
steps towards ascertaining the feeling of the Authorities at Bangkok with respect to our exchange 
of territory, but if you could do so privately and let me know the probable result of my official 
application, I shall be much obliged. 

It is of course possible that after all the Rajah of Quedah himself would prefer compensation in 
money instead of land. In his letter to Colonel Man in June last year, there is no allusion 



whatever to his ancestral burial ground being situated within the Kotah district and I have little 
doubt that had it not been for Mr Lewis’s advice he would gladly have accepted our offer. 

Sd O C 

T G Knox Esqre 

H.B.M.Consul Bangkok 

3/12/66 

My dear Read 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your note forwarding two letters from Pahang. 
I should of course be happy to see you on the subject of the of the islands of Tioman Tinghee and 
Aor, but as far as I am capable of judging the Bandahara’s claim to jurisdiction over them 
appears untenable. 

If you refer to the Administration Report of the Straits Govt. for 1860/61, you will find an 
allusion made to a case of piracy tried in the Supreme Court which shews that at that time the 
Tumongong exercised jurisdiction over at least Pulo Tinghee, and was held by this Government 
responsible for the acts of his officers there. In the Treaty concluded between the Bandahara and 
Tumongong in 1862 the rights of the latter over the Islands were clearly recognized. The 
Bandahara was both the de jure and de facto Ruler of his country (indeed Inchi Wan Ahmed only 
laid claim to the districts of Quanton and Endow as his brother’s feudatory ? Hence the 
engagement then made without any reference to previous rights became binding on his success 
{successor?} and he would have no more claim to the islands than we have to Bencoolen or the 
Dutch to Malacca. 

I feel perfectly satisfied that it wd. Be to the Bandahara’s advantage to recognize the Treaty. It 
would place him to a certain extent under our protection, strengthen his hands considerably as 
regards any aggression on the part of Tringganu, and by putting an end to the long existing 
dispute with Johore give confidence to his people and lead to the improvement of his country. 

W.H. Read Esqre Sd O C 

Singapore Decb 27th 1866 

My dear Dickens 

Many thanks for your note of the 18th Ult. Young Mackay who was recently appointed, as a 
temporary arrangement, Assistant Engineer, with the view of affording Bennett some relief, 
informs me that he has reason to believe that the Chief Engineer in Burmah is desirous of 
obtaining his services. As far as I am able to judge from the little I have seen of him, he seems 
likely to become a good recruit for the Department and his appointment here is of such a 
precarious nature that, for his own sake, I should be glad if he were to succeed to a more 



permanent berth, though it might perhaps be as well to arrange that the order appointing him 
should have effect from the date of his services being dispensed with by this Govt, and I would 
take care that he should not be delayed a day longer than may be absolutely necessary. 

I am very sorry to say that we have had another inundation of the Mudah River, the eighth this 
year. About 50 square miles of country must be under water. Several bridges have been carried 
away and the roads here are much cut up. When I made my tour I had to travel for miles in a 
small canoe, but the state of the country isn ow much worse. I have ordered operations with 
regard to the Pry bridge to be suspended, to provide funds to meet the repairs that are urgently 
needed. You will receive an official communication on the subject as soon as I can furnish the 
necessary particulars. 

1867 

Singapore Janry 4th 1867 

My dear Knox 

Many thanks for your letter of the 26th Ult. I saw Mr Atchison the morning of his arrival from 
Bangkok. He seems perfectly certain of being now able to obtain a conviction in the case, as he 
says that the evidence recently procured is very conclusive. 

I am sorry to hear that there has been another disagreement between Monsieur Ambaret and the 
Siamese Authorities. It is fortunate that the latter have you at hand to advise them, although we 
certainly desire no extension of our authority. 

I am somewhat inclined to think that it would be our wisest course to accept the King’s offer and 
take Siam and the Native States in the Peninsula under our protection. I do not see that France 
would have any just cause for complaint. We did not interfere with respect to her assumption of 
power over Cambodia. I presume that we should not be willing to allow France to seize Siam, 
and if this is the case, the risk of a dispute at some future period would be lessened by our at 
once refusing the Protectorate. I suppose, however, the present Government, like their 
predecessors, have no fixed policy either in Europe or Asia, but will allow matters to drift. I 
hope, by the bye, that the offer made to you by the King was in writing, for I am afraid his 
Majesty is scarcely to be trusted, and whilst all sorts of complaints to you about Monsieur 
Anbaret, he may be writing to France in his ? 

I suppose you know that Mr Kim Ching has been deputed to Quedah to advise the Rajah. 

O C 

  

28/1/67 

My dear Sir Benson 



I should esteem it a great favour if you would kindly when you have leisure read the 
accompanying correspondence and give me the benefit of your advice upon the question raised 
by the Members of the G.G.’s Council, for {to?} the best of my recollection my letter No 37 of 
27th Oct 1865 was based upon a memo or note you kindly sent me after the perusal of the 
confidential circular regarding wills. 

I may be in error but I have always supposed that the Estates of intestates have been divided in 
accordance with English law, with the exception of our recognising Polygamy and dividing 
amongst all the widows the share that in England would be given to the one. I have also thought 
that we permitted any person during his life time, under Sec. iv of Act xxv of 1838 to make away 
his property without reference to Mohammedan Law. 

Sd O C 

Sir Benson Maxwell 

Government House 

Singapore 

January 29th 1867 

Sire 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your Majesty’s kind letter of the 19th Inst., 
delivered by Your Majesty’s Nephew, the son of His Excellency the Kalahome. 

I need hardly assure Your Majesty that it will always offer me much pleasure to receive any of 
Your Majesty’s relatives with kindness and courtesy. 

I would take this opportunity of again condoling with Your Majesty on the lamented death of the 
late Second King, regarding whose funeral I have recently received a Circular. 

In conclusion I would offer to Your Majesty the compliments of the New Year with my best 
wishes for Your Majesty’s continued health and prosperity (prosperity). 

I have the honor to remain 

Your Majesty’s Siamese {sincere?} Friend 

Sd/ Orfeur Cavenagh Major Genl 

Governor Straits Settlement 

To 



His Majesty the King of Siam 

5th Febry/67 

My dear Sir Benson 

I had intended speaking to you the other day after the arrival of the Calcutta Mail about your 
Police Peons but forgot to do so. When all personal Mily Guards were ordered to be withdrawn 
after a long correspondence, as a special case two Peons were sanctioned by the Supreme 
Government to Sir R McCausland but it was stated in the letter that this sanction did not apply to 
his successor. When I returned from Pinang Mr Dunman spoke to me about the Peons, which he 
had not apparently reduced and he was afraid he would be retrenched. I told him that he was to 
write in officially and I would on my own responsibility give him the necessary authority to keep 
them up so long as you were required to perform the duties of both Divisions, which he did and I 
wrote to Calcutta accordingly, at the same time referring to the necessity for sanction to the 
permanent arrangement. The reply received by the last Mail simply confirmed my order 
authorizing their retention until Sir W Hackett’s arrival, so that no further payments will be 
passed by the Auditor General on this account. 

If you feel disposed to make any representation on the matter I shall be happy to submit it, 
though I should not feel very sanguine as to the result, as they do not seem inclined to spend 
more money in the Straits than they can possibly help. 

Sd/ O C 

Sir Benson Maxwell 

Précis of a letter to Col Man R C Pinang 7/2/67 

Should the new Regiment not arrive by the 11th requests him to send back the "Pluto" which 
should touch at Kallang on her way down. The "Rainbow" should also touch at Kallang on her 
way back with Mr Bennett. Bishop to have Govt House during his stay at Pinang. Hopes he has 
settled about the leases of the sites of the Police Stations. 

Sd/ O C 

Précis of a letter to Offg R C Malacca (Cap Playfair) d/15th Febry/67 

Informs him that Mr de Wind’s Counsel is not to be supplied with any papers from the R.C.’s 
office except he produce an order of court when the head clerk can take them to the Court and 
produce them. If the Crown Counsel puts them in as part of his evidence then the opposite party 
will have the benefit of their perusal. There is no treaty with Syed Saban about the boundary. He 
received his territory as a gift from us. The line marked out by the Surv General and defined by 
posts must be correct but Quinton can be consulted on the subject. If Syed Saban proceeds to 
Sungei Ujong his pension must be held in abeyance from the date of his departure. He might 
however be paid any sum now due if he is still in Tampin. 



Sd/ O C 

15/2/67 

Govt House 

Singapore 

Febry 21st 1867 

My dear Sir 

As the subject of the intended transfer of the Straits Settlement to the charge of the Colonial 
Office has been on one or two occasions referred to in the columns of your Journal, I have been 
induced to believe that information regarding the proposed Colony might not prove unacceptable 
and have therefore done myself the pleasure of forwarding to your address by the Mail, a copy of 
the Report of the progress of the Settlement during the past eight years. The Report has been 
rendered as brief as possible but no matter of any real importance has, I think, been overlooked. 

I remain 

Yours faithfully 

Sd/ O C 

To 

The Editor of the Times 

London 

Singapore 22nd Febry 1867 

Sir 

In acknowledging the receipt of your letter d/15th Decr last I have the honor to state for Lord 
Cranborne’s information that up to the present Mr Edward Bathurst has not presented the letter 
of introduction therein referred to nor have I heard of his arrival at this Station. 

Should Mr Bathurst make his appearance the instructions conveyed in your Letter will be duly 
attended to. 

C B Eastwick Esqre Sd/ O C 

Private Secy 



Rt Hon the Secy of State for India 

Singapore 22nd Febry/67 

Précis of a letter to Col Man R C Pinang. 

Should there be actual proof that Mr Logan is editor of the Argus he should be requested either to 
give up his Editorship or his Govt employment, which he pleases. Is perfectly satisfied with 
Magailhans. Ellis will make a good Master Attendant. Thinks that Gottlieb would be granted his 
half pension including his allowance from the Shipping Office. "Pluto" was not ordered to pay a 
visit to Kallang as requested. Desires him to send the "Rainbow" down there from Pinang 
returning if necessary to Pinang. Thanks him for Municipal Bonds. Will leave this {Station?} 
about 14th for Pinang. If the transfer is really to take place presumes he would want the office 
Establishment. If it is not to take place will bring up the office Establishment. Requests him to 
send in his report of the inundation as soon as possible. 

Sd/ O C 

Extract from a letter to Mr T G Knox Consul Bangkok d/22/2/67 

Mr Kim Ching goes up to morrow vy the "Chow Phya" on the part {behalf?} of the Rajah of 
Quedah to endeavour to arrange matters relative to the infraction of the Treaty. The Rajah sent in 
some propositions wh. although they have been forwarded to the Supreme Government, I have 
been unable to support.  

Kim Ching waited on me a few days ago to ascertain what terms I should feel disposed to 
recommend. I consequently gave hima memo to the following effect and told him I should write 
to you on the subject. 

First. The Rajah to establish no opium or Gambling Station within ten miles of the frontier. 

Second. The Rajah to be permitted to levy duties in accordance with a fixed tariff to be approved 
by the British Govt. 

Third. The boundary to be rectified by an exchange of territory without loss to either party. The 
burial ground in the Kotah district to be duly respected. 

Of course I pointed out that I could in no way bind H.M.’s Govt. to agree to these conditions. I 
could only promise to recommend them for acceptance. I believe they would be advantageous 
for both parties. It would prevent our having continued cause for complaint against the Rajah, 
and it would ensure to him a continuance of his present Revenue or nearly so. Kim Ching says 
that he does not himself derive much benefit fm. The tax upon cattle etc. Mr Kim Ching 
acknowledged that no immediate ancestor of the Rajah had ever been interred in the Kotah 
Burial Ground but that a long time ago one was supposed to have been buried there. 

Sd/ O C 



Précis of a letter to Colonel H Man R C Pg 

Has directed Bennett to send him a copy of his letter to Govt. of India regarding the Muda 
Embankment. Will authorize the payment of the sum already authorized toward the completion 
of that portion of the bund which has been commenced. In regard to the Lehar Booboo canal 
should the work be fairly advanced on his arrival at Pinang will perhaps sanction an advance of 
money to the contractor, Mr Logan’s due security of course being given. In regard to Mr Logan, 
so long as the connection with the paper was not brought to notice no actual prohibition should 
be issued against his writing for it. Wishes to meet the Rajah of Quedah on his visiting Pinang. 

Sd/O C M P 

Extract from a letter to Cap Playfair Ag R C Malacca d/8th March 1867 

With respect to the Kallang business I think in the first instance it would be sufficient for you to 
write to the Sultan, pointing out that you have received reports as to the disturbed state of the 
Kallang District.; that there is a great deal of British property invested in the neighbouring tin 
mines and that, as British traders resort to his territories under the provisions of the Treaty of 
22nd Augt. 1818, they are entitled to due protection. Consequently should any loss ensue owing 
to his not rendering them due assistance and support, you will be compelled to bring the matter 
to my notice. This may perhaps have a beneficial effect. In all probability I will pay Kallang a 
visit on my way to Pinang as I shall have plenty of time. 

It is advisable that you should furnish Braddell with copies of the deeds of cession executed by 
mr de Wind making over his property to the British Government. To the best of my recollection 
he ceded all rights and titles whatsoever, but Braddell fancies he merely made over the right to 
collect the tenths. Under any circumstances the Act gives the govr power to assess without any 
reference to previous rights, so that it is not a matter of such {much?} importance. 

Sd/ O C 

Govt House 

March 14th 1867 

My dear Prince 

I am afraid, in the hurry of leaving last night I did not thank you sufficiently for your handsome 
present. I can assure you that I shall prize the arms you have given me highly as a mark of 
esteem from a valued friend. It will ever afford me sincere pleasure to hear of your welfare and 
of the prosperity of your country, prosperity which may I trust rapidly increase under your 
Highness’ enlightened and majestic rule, for Johore only requires a small (small) amount of 
expenditure in opening up the country and due protection to traders and settlers to repay your 
Highness fourfold not merely as regards an addition to the revenue but as respects the well being 
of the people which is of far greater importance to a new ruler. 



I have the pleasure to enclose one of my Photographs which I hope you will honor me by 
accepting to remind your highness of one who is happy to subscribe himself 

Your Highness’ Since Friend 

Orfeur Cavenagh 

Governor Straits Settlement 

To 

His Highness 

Dateh Tumongong 

Sovereign of Johore 

Steamer "Pluto" 

March 11th 1867 

My dear Colonel Ord 

I write these few lines to mention that upon my arrival at Malacca I received complaints from 
several of our Chinese subjects with respect to boats being stopped and plundered on the Kallang 
River. The complainants moreover stated that there was a good deal of British property lying at a 
place called Passang, a short distance up the River which they were afraid to bring down. As I 
had to pass the mouth of the River I thought it advisable that I should run in to ascertain the real 
facts of the case and to afford some protection to our people. The result of my visit, which, I am 
sorry to say, has not been very satisfactory is detailed in the following extract from my journal. 

"About 9 a.m. entered the hellowing {Kallang?}river reaching Passang at 11. Here we found a 
party of Bugis located under Sulli Wattan {Suliwatang}and watched by a larger force of Malays 
and Batu Barra men under Rajah Mah Ali {Mahdi?}. Sulli Wattan at once came off to the 
Steamer where I explained to him that, although I had no intention of interfering with respect to 
the Rajah’s quarrels, I could not allow British subjects to be molested. He promised that no 
molestation should be offered to them by his people.  

Protheroe then went to visit Rajah Mah Ali. At first he was inclined to be sulky but, upon hearing 
who he was, became more Civil and mentioned that he had no wish to interfere with trade or to 
injure British subjects, but that he must be allowed to collect his dues. Protheroe then pointed out 
that dues could only be levied once and that, although we had no wish to interfere in the matter, 
yet up to the present we had no knowledge of his being appointed to the charge of the district by 
the Sultan of Salangore, who was the Ruler of the country. To this he replied that he needed no 
appointment from the Sultan as he was the proper Chief. 



Protheroe then returned and I determined to cause his remarks to be recorded in the form of a 
letter to the Rajah and then to return, taking the boats containing British property in tow. 
Unfortunately when we were about to despatch this letter, a young Chinaman, a son of the 
Captain China, who had come up with us from Malacca begged to be allowed to accompany the 
bearer, as he said he wished to speak to the Rajah as he wanted his assistance in sending up food 
to the Chinese at the Mines. As he was very anxious about the matter, I at last consented and he 
started with the Gunner. About 2 p.m. with the change of the tide, we steamed quietly down the 
River, with the view of picking up the boat which was below us. On our passing however it did 
not come off and we consequently waited for it for some time, when it rejoined us but without 
the Chinaman, who had been detained by the Rajah on the plea of his not having paid his tenths. 

From the place where the Steamer was lying it would have been easy with perfect impunity to 
have sent some shots into the Stockade and also to have destroyed the boats in the river, but after 
some little consideration I came to the conclusion that were I to adopt this course, the 
Chinaman’s life might be sacrificed and the Malays exasperated without any real advantage 
being gained, the more especially as I was not desirous of committing the government to any 
particular line of policy, our object being simply to prevent our subjects being plundered and not 
to espouse the cause of either party so long as the intentions of the Sultan remained uncertain. 

I consequently determined to cast off the boats in tow and to steam back past the stockade 
leaving a letter to the effect that if the Chinaman was not duly released, instructions would be 
sent to Singapore for the despatch of a Naval force to destroy the stockade, etc. We accordingly 
turned the Steamer’s head up the River, and then making another turn came down nearly 
opposite the stockade where we remained until 5 p.m. 

Although the Malays were all collected in their works, they did not attempt to fire a single shot. 
As it was becoming dark therefore and it was necessary to leave the River, we steamed down 
taking up the Malacca boats again in tow and continued our course to the entrance of the Langat 
River leading to the residence of the Sultan of Salangore, to whom I despatched a letter calling 
upon him to take immediate measures for the release of the Chinaman, and the punishment of 
Mat Ali. 

At 6 a.m. the boat returned from Langat with a letter addressed to Captain Playfair (previously 
prepared) and a message from the Sultan to the effect that he was too unwell to come off to see 
me, but that he would immediately take measures to effect the Chinaman’s release." 

I have little doubt that the Chinaman will be at once released but the question to be considered is 
the future protection of our trade which is valuable. Rajah Mah Ali is the grandson of the late 
Sultan, but Rajah Dowlah, of whom Sulli Wattan is the officer, is the Chief who has been in 
charge of the Kallang District for many years and to whom we have always been referred by the 
present Sultan. If Raja Mah Ali’s acts are disowned by the Sultan, then as far as we are 
concerned, he is a mere freebooter, following a common practice amongst Malays of taking up a 
position commanding some River and levying black mail upon the passing trade. If on the 
contrary he is acknowledged by the Sultan, the latter must be held responsible for his conduct 
towards our subjects trading with Salangore under the terms of the Treaty. 



Rajah Mah Ali’s Stockade is on a low hill a short distance from the banks of the River, but he 
could easily be dislodged. Possibly a Naval Gunboat and the "Pluto", the latter with some 
Europeans on board to work her heavy gun, would be sufficient for the operation. The Sultan of 
Salangore is I think most anxious to meet our wishes but he can hardly control his subordinate 
Chiefs. 

I remain etc. 

Sd/ Orfeur Cavenagh 

Pinang 20th March 67 

My dear Colonel Ord 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 14th Inst  

On my arrival here yesterday afternoon I received my Indian Despatches containing amongst 
them a copy of a letter from the Secy of State for India on the subject of the transfer and also a 
communication from the G.G. in Council authorizing Col Man to take charge of the Govt on my 
departure. 

I am afraid I cannot altogether acquit the officials at the Colonial Office of discourtesy in the 
matter of concealment as to thei ntentions of Govt. with regard to the changes to be made in the 
Staff of the Administration of this Settlement. Even in the Despatch now received the Secy. of 
State for India, on the 18th of January, asserts that his information is very imperfect, whilst I 
cannot but remember that the whole of the arrangements with respect to the troops have been 
based upon suggestions of mine (somewhat imperfectly carried out however) contained in a 
letter to Sir F. Rogers, despatched from this {station?} in Octr. Or Septr. Last, which letter 
remains unanswered. 

With the view of rendering you any assistance in his power Colonel Man proposes proceeding to 
Singapore in the "Pluto", returning by the same vessel to this Station as soon as the transfer may 
be carried out. This arrangement will I trust remove any difficulties that may have been caused 
by my absence. 

In organizing your Govt you will I am sure derive every assistance from Col. Macpherson whose 
thorough knowledge of the people has proved of invaluable aid to me during my tenure of office. 

I trust that some distinct line of policy is to be pursued in respect to our relations with the Native 
States. The want of this has hitherto acted as a drawback to our acquiring that political influence 
which we ought to exercise and wh. would be most beneficial not only to our own interests but to 
those of the Native States also.  

If there is any point upon which it may be in my power to afford information I shall always be 
most happy to give it or indeed to be of any service to you. Any letter addressed to the "Junior 
United Service Club" will always find me. 



Sd/ O C 

H.E. Colonel Ord C B 

Singapore 

22/3/67 

Sire 

As I am about to resign the govt of the Straits Settlement I would venture to express a hope that 
Your Majesty may be pleased to extend to my successor in office the same kindly feeling that 
has been so long displayed towards myself. 

With an earnest wish for your Majesty’s continued health and happiness and the increased 
prosperity of your Kingdom 

I have the honor etc. 

Sd/ O C 

H M The King of Siam 

Pinang 22nd March 1867 

My dear Sir 

I trust I may be pardoned taking the liberty of addressing your Excellency in behalf of those 
officers who have been serving under my orders in the Straits and who having by their exertions 
raised the Settlement to its present state of prosperity find themselves without any reason having 
been assigned for the measure suddenly removed from appointments they have long filled with 
credit to themselves and advantage to the State to make room for Colonial Office nominees of 
less than half their standing and experience, no arrangements moreover having apparently been 
made for their being provided with suitable employment elsewhere. 

I feel perfectly assured that my advocacy is not needed to secure for the claims of the above 
officers Your Excellency’s favourable consideration. At the same time I cannot but deem it my 
duty to adopt every means in my power to bring those claims to your notice. 

In conclusion as regards my own case I would merely observe that I have felt deeply the 
discourtesy with which I have been treated, discourtesy from which I am induced to believe that 
my rank and past services ought to have saved me. 

Sd/ O C 

H.E. the Rt Hon Sir J Lawrence Bt and G.C.B. 



Viceroy and G.G. 

Extract from a letter to Sir Gaspard de Marchant C in C Madras d/24th March 1867 

"The arrangements made for effecting the relief of the Madras Troops appear to me to be very 
imperfect. I duly pointed out to the Home Authorities the necessity for raising a body of armed 
Police to take the duties at Singapore which it will be impossible for the Europeans to perform, 
but this suggestion seems to have been entirely lost sight of and I am afraid there will be 
difficulty in withdrawing the whole of the 8th Bt N.I. upon the arrival of the Wing of the 9th Foot 
from the Cape. 

x x x 

Sd/ O C  

As consequent on my proposed embarkation tomorrow for England the Services of my Secy and 
A.D.C. Lt Protheroe will be at Your Excellency’s disposal I hope you will kindly excuse my 
recommending him to your favourable consideration. I would not do so were I not satisfied of his 
work as an able, zealous and energetic officer who will always strive to do his duty well in every 
position in wh. he may be placed. 

Sd/ O C 

24/3/67 

No 1 

Junior United Service Club 

Charles St London May 31, 1867 

Sir 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch dated 22 February 1867. Whilst 
expressing my sincere gratification at the flattering terms in which Lord Ha b was pleased to 
refer to my service as governor of the Straits Settlement I trust I may be pardoned forwarding 
herewith for submission to the Right Honble the Sectr of State in Council copies of the addresses 
presented to me by all classes of the inhabitants of the several Stations in the Straits Settlement, 
testimonial as to the success of my Government which I cannot but value, not with a feeling of 
mere egotism but with a spirit of fervent pride, as the expression of the sentiments entertained 
towards me by those men, the administration of whose public affairs I have long enjoyed the 
honor of presiding. 

I have etc. etc. 

O Cavenagh Major Genl 



Bengal Staff Corps 

To 

Norman ? esqre C.B. 

Under Sectr of State 

India Office 

No 2 

Junior U S Club May 31 1867 

Sir 

In acknowledging the receipt of your despatch No 2986 of the 23rd Instant, with enclosure, I 
would beg the favour of your expressing to the Right Honble, the Secretary of State, my 
appreciation of the honor conferred upon me by His Grace the Duke of Buckingham and 
{Chandos?} , of the assistance which it has been in my power to render in effecting the transfer 
of the Straits to the charge of the Colonial Office, and at the same time conveying my assurance 
that it would always afford me sincere pleasure to furnish his Grace with information upon any 
point connected with the Settlement regarding which my local knowledge might be deemed 
likely to prove of value.  

I have etc etc. 

O Cavenagh Major Gen 

To 

TheUnder Secr of State for India 

India Office 

No 6 

Princes Street 

Hanover Square, June 3rd 1867 

My dear Mr Kaye 

As I have heard nothing further with respect to the subject of our conversation on the 13th Ult. 
and my future plans are in some degree dependent upon my nomination to the order of the Star 



of India, I hope I may kindly be excused enquring whether it is in your power to let me know the 
probable date of my being gazetted. 

Although I have certainly felt somewhat mortified at the non recognition of my services, of 
which I ? a brief memo, in the distribution of the numerous rewards and honors that have been 
conferred upon Indian Officials under other circumstances, I should not have presumed to urge 
my claims upon the consideration of the Secy. of State, but should have been content, as I stated 
to you, to serve on, in the hope that eventually I might be thought entitled to the honor of the 
berth, but now that owing to my summary removal from Office, without any fault of my own, 
not only has my official career been brought to a close, at all events for a time, but I may be said 
to have been in some measure disgraced in the eyes of the Public, who cannot be aware of the 
circumstances under which I was so discourteously suspended, I cannot but feel desirous of 
obtaining a mark of Her Majesty’s favor as a proof that my past labours have not been deemed 
undeserving her gracious approval. 

I remain etc 

To J.B.Kaye Esqre O.Cavenagh 

Secr Political Dept 

11 June 

My dear Sir James Fergusson 

I am much obliged for your kind note of the 6th. Although the Uncovenanted servants of Govt in 
the Straits Settlement have strictly speaking no claim upon the Revenue of India, yet as so long 
as the rule is to be held applicable only to the higher grades and not to extend to the whole body 
of Clerks in the different Public Offices, the payment will be but small. I am really very glad to 
know that the Indian Govt will be prepared to bear a suitable proportion of their pension. This 
will effectually {deprive?} the Colonial Office of all excuse for declining to return {retain?} 
their services. 

Should you find Mr Campbell’s letter I hope you will kindly return it to me as I should wish to 
answer it, and I am not aware of his address. 

I have the pleasure to send you the précis of the correspondence on the subject of the 
proceedings of the Dutch in Sumatra. It may I think be found useful either in the Indian of the 
Foreign Office. After it has been copied I should be glad to have it back, as I may hereafter be 
anxious to refer to it, in the event of my being called upon for any information regarding our 
policy in the Eastern Archipelago. The rough draft was prepared by my Private Secy but it has 
been kindly transcribed and kept. Protheroe was too busy, on the eve of our departure, to revise 
the clerks’ work as carefully as he could otherwise have done. 

I observe that there is a probability of a Commission being appointed to report upon the subject 
of Prison discipline in India. I would venture to suggest that the Commissions 



{Commissioners?}, if the idea is carried out, should in the next {first?} instance be required to 
visit the Straits. The system introduced into the convict Lies at Singapore is , mutates mutandis, 
perfectly applicable to the Jails in India. The Establishment is, in a great measure, self 
supporting, whilst the order and regularity maintained is, I believe, quite equal to that observed 
in the best regulated prisons in England. The visitors book is filled with encomiums, from men of 
all ranks and countries, whilst the Governor General of Java begged, as a favor, that I would 
allow him to depute one of his high officers to Singapore to make himself acquainted with our 
system of prison management, with a view to the introduction into the Dutch territories. 

  

Believe me etc. 

O Cavenagh 

To Sir James Fergusson 

Under Secy of State 

India Office 

Junior U S Club June 12 

My dear Sir 

With reference to my personal application to you yesterday I would mention {venture?} to 
express a hope that my son, Mr, Orfeur James Cavenagh, may be summoned to appear before the 
Examiners at their sittings next November. I have already made the prescribed official report as 
to his being prepared to pass his examination in that month. 

After eleven years of continuous absence on Foreign service I am naturally anxious to have my 
son with me. At the same time until he has been declared gratified {qualified?} to hold a 
commission I should hardly feel justified in withdrawing him from the charge of his present 
state. Under these circumstances I trust my request may not be deemed inadmissible. Should it 
be complied with, the time that may slacken {elapse?} between my son’s passing and his being 
gazetted to a Regiment shall not be misspent, as I will myself superintend the continued 
prosecution of his studies, more especially as regards Military and Fortification. 

I remain etc. etc. 

To O Cavenagh 

Lt Gen W N Forster R.W. 

Mily Secr 



6 Princes St 

June 15 

My dear Mr Kaye 

I regret extremely that owing to my remark yesterday to Sir Stafford Northcote I would have 
inadvertently rendered you in any way open to answer {censure?}, and my regret is the greater as 
I am satisfied that to your own kindly feeling towards me I am indebted for my name having 
been placed on the list of Officers recommended for the honor of the Star of India. 

I was certainly under the full impression that Sir Stafford was aware of the purport of our 
conversation on the 13th Ult. At the same time I had no intention of speaking to him on the 
subject, though I proposed calling on him to pay my respects after my visit to you, as however I 
had waited about two hours and it was near 3 oclock I was led to suppose that you had been 
prevented from attending office and that I consequently should not have an opportunity of seeing 
you. Hence I was induced to mention the matter. I should have called today to give you this 
explanation, but I was under an engagement of some standing to accompany an officer on a visit 
to one of the new Transports. 

6 Princes Street 

June 15 

My dear Sir 

With reference to our conversation yesterday I trust you will kindly pardon my representing that 
upon the admission to the order of the Star of India of the Tumongong of Johore, a 
comparatively speaking petty Malay Chieftain residing in the territories over which I so long 
presided as her Majesty’s representative, no other remuneration was made, whilst there are, I 
believe, many instances of honors being conferred singly upon officers returning from Ports 
(posts?} in which they have given satisfaction. 

I could not have ventured to urge my claims upon your notice had I not felt that by my summary 
removal from Office I have been in some measure disgraced, whilst from the failure on the part 
of the Indian Council to protect me from the discourteous treatment to which I was subjected, I 
am induced to believe that my services have not received that consideration. 

I hope I may not be deemed egotistical in pointing out that had it not been for my foresight, in 
January 1857, when but few suspected the temper of the Native Army, in all human probability 
the Capital of our Indian Empire would have fallen into the hands of the Mutineers, whilst 
throughout the Mutiny I discharged the whole of the arduous duties connected with the Military 
command by the Governor General of the Troops in Calcutta and Fort William. 

Sd O Cavenagh 



To 

The Right Honble Sir Stafford Northcote C.B. 

India Office 

Junior U S Club June 18 

My dear Sir 

I thank you most sincerely for your kind letter of the 4th of April which only reached me a few 
days ago. I have now the pleasure to enclose for your consideration a list of the officers who 
have been removed from their appointments in consequence of the transfer of the Straits 
Settlement to the charge of the Colonial Office, as able and zealous Public servants. I am happy 
to say that it is in my power to recommend them all most strongly to your Excellency’s notice. 

The duties of Resident Councillors and Assistant Residents in the Straits corresponded generally 
with those of Commissioners and Asst. Commissioners in new Regulation Provinces, the law 
administration however being that of England, with certain modifications made by the Indian 
Regulation {Legislative?} Council. 

Believe me to remain etc. 

O Cavenagh 

List of Officers. 

Colonel H. Man 

Lt. Col. R Macpherson 

Major J. Burn 

Capt. Playfair 

Capt. J.G. Mayne 

Lt.. M. Protheroe 

Lt. Mitchell 

Forwarded to Leveson with reference to article in China Express. 

On the 16th of March Genl Cavenagh, then on his way to Penang to meet the Calcutta Mail 
previous to his embarkation for Europe touched at Malacca where he received a deputation from 
some of the most respectable members of the Chinese community, who represented that in 



consequence of the dissensions between two petty Native Chiefs, Rajah Mah Ali {Mahdi?} (a 
relative of the Sultan of Salangore) and Rajah Dowlah, {Abdullah?}the Chief entrusted with the 
charge of the district of Kallang {Klang?}, a large quantity of tin, British property for which the 
duty had been duly paid to the Officers deputed to receive it, had been detained in the Kallang 
River. No other Steamer being available General Cavenagh at once determined to proceed in the 
"Pluto" to the scene of contention for the purpose of protecting British interests and making 
himself personally acquainted with the circumstances of the case. 

On the 17th March the "Pluto" steamed up the Kallang River and passed the stockades of the 
contending parties. It was found that Rajah Mah Ali had taken up a position before that occupied 
by the Officers of Rajah Dowlah and prevented any boats from passing down whilst desultory 
fighting was being carried on between the two. 

Rajah Mah Ali was at once informed that although the British govt. had no wish to interfere with 
respect to the internal administration of the country, yet that the only Ruler it could recognise 
was the Sultan of Salangore, with whom a treaty existed and who was the acknowledged 
Sovereign, and as no intimation had been received from the Sultan of his having made over the 
charge of the district to him, he would not be allowed to distruct {disrupt?} British trade nor levy 
duties in addition to those already paid to the Sultan’s receivers (treasuries?). Consequently the 
blockade could not be permitted and British subjects would be at liberty to remove their property 
under the protection of the Steamer. 

After the lapse of a sufficient interval to admit of the whole of the tin belonging to British 
subjects being placed on board country boats, these boats were taken down the River past the 
stockades and well out to Sea, clear of all danger. General Cavenagh then proceeded to the 
mouth of the Langat River, leading to the residence of the Sultan of Salangore, and late at night 
despatched a letter to the Sultan, reminding him of his treaty obligations, pointing out the 
unsatisfactory state of affairs in the Kallang River, and requiring him to take measures to prevent 
any further interference with British subjects. In the course of the morning of the 18th, a verbal 
message was received from the Sultan to the effect that he was prevented by illness from coming 
off to the Steamer to pay his respects, that the contents of the letter would receive due 
consideration, and he hoped soon to forward a satisfactory reply. 

As the Sultan would have to consult his advisers and possibly to enter into some negotiations 
with Rajah Mah Ali, his answer would hardly be expected to be received during General 
Cavenagh’s tenure of Office. Nothing further therefore could then be done and General 
Cavenagh continued his voyage to Penang. At the same time with the view of giving his 
successor the benefit of his local experience he immediately furnished him with a detailed report 
of his proceedings, and to enable him to act upon the receipt of the Sultan {‘s reply?} he then 
pointed out that if the Sultan recognised the authority of Rajah Mah Ali over Kallang in 
supervision (substitution?} pf Rajah Dowlah, then under the terms of the treaty he would himself 
be responsible for any urgent demands made by the former upon British subjects. If, on the 
contrary, the Sultan disowned Rajah Mah Ali, then the Rajah could be treated as a mere 
freebooter and his stockades should be destroyed and the River opened, for which duty two 
armed Steamers woukd be sufficient. 



Although the sultan’s decision must have been known early in April, no action was taken upon it 
until May. In the meanwhile a blockade had been established of the mouth of the Kallang River 
by Rajah Dowlah by means of an English Steamer, the "John Bells", engaged at Singapore. The 
Steamer has been ordered away and a Man of War sent up to enforce the order, but as the 
blockade has been resumed by the native Gunboats, matter may be said to have been left in statu 
quo. 

District of Moar 

The question of the cession by the Sultan of Johore of the District of Moar (not Kassang) was 
submitted to the Supreme Govt three or four years ago, but, as the Sultan demanded the payment 
of a large advance, the Indian Govt, with reference to the prospect of the transfer, refused to 
sanction the arrangement. 

No 3 

July 11th 1867 

Sir 

In reply to your Despatch No 3456 dated 4th Instant I have the honor to state for the information 
of the Right Honble the Secry of State for India in Council that up to the date of the transfer of 
the Civic Govt to the charge of the Colonial Office, no arrangements having been made for the 
relief of the Indian troops serving in the Straits Settlement, no steps could be taken for the 
transfer of the Military stores belonging to the Indian Government, which necessarily remained 
at the disposal of the Officio Comr. And under the charge of the several Departmental 
Authorities specified before {below?} 

Ordnance Stores Depy. Assistt. Comr. Of Ordnance 

(including Burmah {Barracks?}furniture in store)  

Offg Depy. Asst. Commay. Genl. 

Burmah furniture in use Executive Engineers 

2. I regret the delay that owing to my absence from home on a visit to has 

taken place in acknowledging the receipt of your communication. 

3. I take the opportunity of mentioning that my present permanent address is "Newbury house, 
Falmouth, Cornwall". 

I have etc. etc. 

To 



The Under Secr of State for India 

India Office 

London 

Newbury house, Falmouth, July 20 

Sir 

In acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 17th Inst I have to express my best thanks for 
the kind wishes then conveyed as well as for the very flattering allusion made to my Public 
service in the columns of the Medford Independent. 

I remain etc. 

Sd O Cavenagh 

To Mr J.E.O. Cavenagh 

28 High Street Medford 

Replies to addresses present at Malacca and Pinang and Singapore 

Gentlemen 

I thank you most sincerely for the kind sentiments expressed in your address. I shall always 
cherish with the greatest pleasure the remembrance of your good will. If I have in any way 
conduced to the increased prosperity of your beautiful Settlement I can assure you that I have 
been amply repaid for my labours by the expression of your regard and esteem. I earnestly trust 
that having made an advance Malacca may continued to thrive and prosper until she eventually 
her Settlements. Most fully reciprocating your good wishes I bid you farewell. 

Pinang 

Gentlemen 

I trust you will permit me to offer you my heartfelt thanks for the kind sentiments embodied in 
your address as well as for the testimonial of which you beg my acceptance. I can assure you that 
it will ever prove a source of the greatest pride and pleasure to me to remember that during my 
administration of the Govt. of the Straits Settlement, I was fortunate enough to succeed in 
receiving the good will and esteem of the inhabitants of Prince of Wales’ Island and Province 
Wellesley, and that it needed no testimonial to remind me of the happy days I have passed 
among them. If my exertions have in any way conduced to the increased prosperity, I have 
indeed been more than amply repaid by this token of your regard, whilst I cannot forget that any 
success that may have attended my labours must be chiefly attributed to the valuable aid I have 



received from the Local Authorities and the cordial support you have all been ready to accord to 
the Govt. 

In again thanking you most sincerely for the kindly feeling you have expressed towards me, with 
an earnest hope for the increasing prosperity of your Station, I will now bid you farewell. 

Singapore 

1st. 

Gentlemen 

It is indeed a source of the highest gratification to me to find that during my administration of the 
Govt. of the Straits Settlement I have succeeded in gaining the esteem and good will of the 
inhabitants of Singapore. I can claim but little credit to myself for the success that has attended 
my superintendence of the affairs of this important Settlement, for, as I have already publicly 
stated, I have been most zealously assisted by the able and energetic Public servants under my 
orders, whilst I have received any {all?} possible support from the general community. I shall 
ever retain the most pleasurable recognition of my connection with Singapore, and I look 
forward with heartfelt pride upon the friendly feeling that have been expressed towards me by its 
inhabitants. 

Gentlemen, I thank you most cordially for the honor you have done me, and with an earnest wish 
for the continued prosperity of your flourishing Settlement, bid you farewell. 

2nd. To Messrs. Anderson etc. 

Gentlemen 

I have received your address with sincere pleasure and beg to return you my cordial thanks for 
the kindly feeling you have expressed towards me. 

For my endeavours to raise the standard of education in the Straits I have been more than amply 
repaid in the success that has hitherto attended my labours, and for this success I cannot but feel 
that I am much indebted to thei nterest that you have also taken in the good work. That the 
course of education may continue to steadily progress throughout the Straits Settlement is, I can 
assure you, my earnest wish, and it will ever afford me the highest gratification to hear of its 
continued advance. 

With my best wishes for your future happiness and prosperity I remain , Gentlemen, 

Etc. etc. 

Sd O Cavenagh 

March 14 1867 



Newbury house, Falmouth 

Augt 5 1867 

My dear Sir 

Having heard from Sir Benson Maxwell that he has submitted an application to be transferred to 
one of the high Courts of India, as the governor for so many years of the Straits settlement, and 
in that capacity ex officio President of the court of which Sir Benson was one of the Recorders, I 
trust I may not be deemed obtrusive in mentioning for your consideration that during my tenure 
of Office he was always ready to afford me the advantage of his great legal knowledge and 
rendered me vast able assistance with respect to matters unconnected with the discharge of his 
more official duties. 

Consequent in {on?} his kindly consenting to act as arbitrator I the satisfactory settlement of a 
long pending dispute between a Native Chief and a British subject. He drafted a {or?} revised 
the drafts of several Bills for submission to the Legislative Council and at my request prepared a 
Guide book for the use of Magistrates, a  

work which must have necessitated much thought and labor and proved of great service to the 
Junior Civil Officers, for upon examination it latterly formed one of the text books 

. 

I remain etc. 

To O Cavenagh 

The Right Honble Sir Stafford Northcote C.B. 

Secr of State for India 

Newbury house, Falmouth Augt 8 

My dear Sir James Fergusson 

As I observe that mention is made in the papers of your removal to the Home Office I trust that 
you will kindly excuse my writing to remind you of my wish that the paper containing the précis 
of correspondence on the subject of the Dutch encroachment in Sumatra should be returned to 
me for further reference. 

Sd O Cavenagh 

To Sir James Fergusson Lieut 

Under Secy of State Home Office 



  

  

  

Newbury house, Falmouth 

Augt 25 

My dear Duke 

Having observed in the Indian Telegram the announcement of serious riots having occurred at 
Pinang, although I can hardly believe that these disturbances deserve the importance that has 
apparently been give to them, I deem it my duty to mention that should Your Grace require any 
information relative to the Island and the neighbouring district of Province Wellesley which it 
may be in my power to afford, I am prepared to proceed at once to {London?} for the purpose of 
attending at the Colonial Office at any time you may be pleased to approve. 

I remain etc. 

Sd O Cavenagh 

To His Grace the Duke of Buckigham 

Secretary of State 

Colonial Office 

Newbury house, Falmouth Augt 27 1867 

Sir 

I have the honor to forward herewith the last Pay Certificate granted to me by the Authorities in 
the Straits Settlement as well as copies of the General Orders, dated 14th of Febr and 21st of 
March 1867 granting me leave of absence and beg the favor of your obtaining for me the 
requisite sanction of the Right Hoble the Secr of State in Council for my being allowed to draw 
my pay, as Major Genl in the Staff Corps, in accordance with prescribed rules for three months 
and five days, or up to the 30th of September, at the Indian (12,455 per mensem) and after that 
date at the English (1.55 per diem) rate. 

Upon my obtaining my original leave I found that, owing to the crowded state of the Steamers, it 
was impossible to secure a passage direct to England, and I was therefore obliged to apply for 
permission to proceed via Bombay. Upon my arrival at Galle however arrangements were made 
by the P & O Company’s agent at that Port, to admit of my continuing my journey by the 
Calcutta Steamer, of which I availed myself, duly reporting the change in my plans and my 



embarkation on board the above Steamer on the 1st of April, to the Supreme Government. My 
embarkation on the above date was subsequently notified in the Gazette of India, though I am 
unable to furnish an authenticated copy of the General Order now having been transmitted to me. 

Sd O Cavenagh 

To C.B. 

Secr Mily Dept 

Newbury House, Falmouth Sept 4 1867 

My dear Mr Kaye 

I have lately been employing my leisure hours in reading with a great deal of interest your work 
upon the Mutiny. 

As you refer to the rumours of the intention of the Sepoys to rise on the 10th March, whilst you 
make no allusion to their design, which I frustrated, to seize Fort William on the 26th June 1857, 
I am induced to believe that it is possible you may not be fully aware of all the circumstances 
connected with the latter Inst. (incident?} and, if so, that the annexed extract from my diary may 
not be uninteresting to you as shewing the early date on which the Sepoys had matured their 
plans. That Fort William would have fallen into their hands on the night of the 26th had I not 
taken due precautions is proved by the evidence given by a Native Officer before a Court of 
Enquiry held in April or May at Barrackpore, in which it is distinctly reported that the Fort 
would have been seized on that night had the Sepoys not thought that I had discovered the plot as 
they observed that, in the morning, the Guards were quietly doubled. At this time I had but a 
very weak wing of H.M. 53rd Regt. as half my Europeans.  

Barracks had been {pulled?} down and were in course of being rebuilt. I had only two European 
Guards, the Main Guard and the Arsenal Night Guard. These were the Guards I doubled. At each 
of the Gateways there was only a Non Com Officer to receive the soldiers’ passes. I directed that 
towards evening a second should stroll down, as if merely to have a chat with his comrade, but 
that he should remain so that one man should be always awake to keep a watch upon the 
movements of the neighbouring Native Guard and report anything suspicious at once to the 
officer comd. The Main Guard. These precautions were taken so quietly that but four people 
were in the fort were aware of any change, as I was afraid of causing any unnecessary alarm. 

My journal, of course, contains a mere précis of my conversation with Lord Canning. I had been 
warned by a Native friend of the ill feeling existing amongst the Sepoys in the Upper Provinces. 
I had remarked their altered placing {bearing?} before I had been twenty-four hours in the fort 
on my return from Sick Leave in July 1856, and I felt assured that we should have to guard 
against the intrigues of Russia, working through Persia, from the commencement of the Crimean 
War early in 1855. I wrote to Major Banks, then {Private?} Secr to the Governor General, 
pointing out that we should have to move into Persia either as friends or foes, to counteract the 
machinations of Russia, that, as my knowledge of the Persian language and Persian character 



might be useful, ill as I was, I was prepared to give up my leave and join the Expeditionary force 
if I could be employed. The answer was to the effect that there was little chance of a Force being 
ordered to Persia. 

In January or February1856, when my health was somewhat recovered, I wrote to Mr. Waterfield 
at the Board of Control, again offering my services to accompany any force ordered for Persia. 
The reply was very similar to that received from poor Banks, yet the same year War with Persia 
was proclaimed and I believe that papers found in the Persian Camp when it was taken by 
Outram’s force proved that I was right. I learnt a good deal about Russian designs when I had 
charge of the Persian Governor of Keman, Agha Khan Mihlatin. 

The report relative to the intention of Govt. to place (?) were four guns referred to by the two 
Sepoys in Fort William was, of course, a mere invention on the part of those by whom the 
Mutiny was instigated, but it evidently had answered the purpose of exciting the Sepoys to attack 
the Fort. The papers found on the Spy we hanged proved the impatience {importance?} attached 
by the Mutineers to the possession of the Fort and the destruction of the Magazines etc.. The man 
who made his escape on the 14th June equally alluded to the desire to take Fort William, as also 
the one who was hanged at a later period for inciting the Commissariat Guard to rebel. 

The cartridge question was the same spark that set fire to the train, but the train had been laid 
months before the formation of the Depots. From the beginning I saw what was coming, for I 
had been expecting it for years before, but poor Edmonton (?) was the only one of those about 
the Governor General who argued with me, many of my propositions for neutralizing the peons 
{plans?}of the Native Troops, providing for the wants of the European Troops expected etc. 
were set on our side in the first instance, when they would easily have been carried out, only to 
be enforced in a great hurry when it was almost too late. This was the case to the very end, even 
as regards the new Company’s European Regiments, although I pointed out the evil results that 
must necessarily occur. 

I could get no orders issued and the men arrived literally in thousands without Officers, Non 
Comd. Officers, Clothing or Arms, whilst no preparations whatever had been made for their 
reception. I think at one time I had under run {comd?}between 1,500 and 2,000 men with only 
three Officers, of whom one was sick and one under , the Non Comd. Officers being new boys 
like the Recruits themselves. 

I observe that the Secretary of State has lately received a deputation from the Indian . I sincerely 
trust that Sir Stafford will never relax the rule requiring the examination of candidates for the 
Civil Service to take place in England. {Facilities?} might be afforded for instance to study in 
this country and they would have little to complain of considering that they would return to serve 
in their Native land, whilst the English competitor, if successful, is expatriated for the best years 
of his life. To qualify them for high posts, Native must the ideas only to be gained of an English 
School. No amount of book lore will be sufficient. 

I am sorry to say that neither Col Man nor Major Burn have, as yet, been provided for in India. 
From a letter received by the former from Calcutta it would appear as if the Govt. was awaiting 



the result of the recommendation that pensions should be granted in compensation for the loss of 
their offices. They have both deserved such {much?} of the State. 

I remain 

To J W Kaye Esqre Sd O Cavenagh 

Secr Political Dept 

  

  

Newbury House, Falmouth 

October 7 

Sire 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your Majesty’s letter delivered by Mr Knox and 
to offer Your Majesty my best thanks for the friendly feeling towards me therein expressed. I 
take the opportunity of requesting Your Majesty to accept an expression of my sincere 
condolence on the sad bereavement you have recently {suffered?} in the death of your eldest son 
whose loss is so generally deplored. The {esteem?} in which the memory of the late lamented 
Prince is held may, I trsut, prove of some solace to Your Majesty in your deep affliction. 

With an earnest wish for Your Majesty’s continued health and happiness and an anxious desire 
for the increased prosperity and welfare of your Kingdom 

I have the honor to be 

Sire 

Your Majesty’s Servant 

Sd O Cavenagh 

To 

His Majesty the King of Siam 

Major General Orfeur Cavenagh, late Governor Straits Settlement, presents his compliments to 
the Under Secretary of State and trusts that he may be pardoned requesting that the enclosed 
(open) reply to a letter received from His Majesty the King of Siam may be forwarded to its 
address through the British Consul at Bangkok. 



Newbury House October 7 1867 

Newbury House, Falmouth Nov 27 1867 

My dear Leveson 

In acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 16ht Instant I have the pleasure to submit for 
the consideration of the Committee the names of three Artists, of whom mention has been made 
to me, as fitting persons to be entrusted with the task of painting my portrait for the Singapore 
Town Hall. 

As I am naturally desirous that the painting should be worthy of the handsome Building in which 
it is the intention of the Singapore Community to honor me by placing it, should the Committee 
select any other Artists in preference to Mr. Hodges, I should be quite prepared on the next 
occasion of my visiting Town, to remain for some little time in order to give the necessary 
sittings. 

I trust that you will do me the favor of intimating to the Committee my sincere appreciation of 
the kindness and good will evinced towards me be {by?} the residents at Singapore in the desire 
expressed to present me with some article of plate to be handed down as an heirloom in my 
family. As it would be a source of pride and pleasure to me to be able to display at the same time 
both the marks of esteem with which I am to be honoured by the inhabitants of the Straits 
Settlements, I have instructed Mr Stephen Smith, 35 King Street, Covent Garden, to prepare with 
the least practicable delay, at a cost not to exceed £200, designs for a , to be complete in itself 
(with two end strands, to bear such inscriptions etc. as may be deemed appropriate), and at the 
same time correspond with the centrepiece, forming the Pinang Testimonial. Those designs will 
be forwarded for the consideration of the Committee immediately on their receipt. 

I remain etc. 

To E J Leveson Esqre Sd O Cavenagh 

1. Street 

 



 

 

 

 

 

My dear Sir 

As through some mistake the contribution from the Straits Settlements was not noticed in the 
{catalogue?} of the Indian collection for the Paris Exhibition, I trust that you will kindly excuse 
my expressing a hope that the omission may be rectified in my {any?} catalogue that may be 
now in course of preparation under your superintendence. 

I remain etc. 

Sd O Cavenagh 

To Dr F Watson 

India Museum, house, Whitehall 

Memorandum 

Penang, the oldest Settlement in the Straits and {of?} Malacca was originally established as a 
naval Station for the purpose of affording protection to our Commerce in the East. 



The realization of a Local Revenue sufficient to meet the Expenditure was therefore, in the first 
instance, deemed comparatively speaking {of?} little consequence. A Civil Government was 
organized on an absurdly grand scale, maintained almost entirely at the expense of the Indian 
Revenue. When however the East India Company was deprived of the monopoly of trade, the 
Straits Settlements, as far as the Company was concerned, hit {lost?} much of their importance. 
Hence measures were adopted for the purpose of curtailing, as far as possible, the demands upon 
India for their support. A great reduction was effected in salaries and Establishments, and the 
Govt. was placed under the order of the governor of Bengal. 

The Indian Authorities, little acquainted with the wants of the Straits Communities, looked upon 
the Settlements simply in a commercial point of view, and that view certainly was not favorable, 
for notwithstanding the large reductions to {these?} Revenue still proved inadequate to cover the 
expenses. Moreover the arrangement under which all disbursements were made in Dollar 
currency caused complications of accounts, which it was thought desirable to get rid of, and an 
order was given for the substitution of the Rupee coinage. This order was which was issued 
without due consideration seriously affected the merchants, whose business transactions were all 
carried on in Dollars, and who, owing to the prejudices of the Chinese traders, were precluded 
from making any charge. In this respect there was consequently much dissatisfaction, and, 
although the obnoxious order was soon cancelled, agitation for the transfer of the Settlements to 
the charge of the Colonial Office commenced. 

After Lord Dalhousie’s visit to the Straits in 1850, upon his Lordship’s recommendation, the 
Straits Settlements were removed from the charge of the Bengal Government, and again found 
itself a separate Government, subordinate only to the Governor General in Council. There was 
still however a deficiency in the Revenue, and therefore little money forthcoming for the 
prosecution of Public Works. The Establishments were kept on the lowest possible scale and the 
Government employees were generally underpaid. 

Thus {Then?} occurred the Indian Mutiny. The Supreme Govt. could ill spare funds to meet the 
requirements of the Straits, whilst the European residents considered that at least the Wing of a 
European Regiment should have been located at Singapore for their protection. This measure, 
which would have entailed considerable expense, was not at that time likely to meet with much 
favor with the Indian Authorities. The agitation for the transfer was renewed, but soon subsided, 
under the idea that, I the event of the Settlements becoming a Colony, the whole of the Military 
expenditure would be borne by the Mother Country and thus the necessity for any further 
taxation be obviated. It however recommenced upon the proposed introduction of the Stamp Act. 

After the Stamp Act had been fairly {finally?} introduced and its provisions were found not to 
press so heavily upon the Local trade as had been first anticipated, the desire for the transfer, as 
regards the generality of the inhabitants, at all three Stations, but more especially at Pinang and 
Malacca, entirely erased {ended?}. Indeed, even at Singapore, it may be said latterly to have 
been confined altogether to less than a dozen persons. 

With the increase to the Revenue and the gradual extension of the powers of the Local 
Government under the vise {wise?} system of decentralization then introduced throughout India, 
the position of the Straits was much improved. The Garrison was rendered more efficient by the 



substitution of Europeans for Native Artillery. The Civil Establishments were generally placed 
upon a better footing, and considerable sums were expended in Public Works. Just grounds for 
complaint against the Indian Govt. still however existed. 

First. As regards the difficulty experienced in effecting legislation relative to questions of mere 
local importance 

Secondly. With respect to the apparent want of interest evinced regarding our Political relations 
and the Development of our trade in the Malayan Archipelago and Peninsula. 

This seeming lack of consideration for the interests of the Straits Communities was, it must be 
acknowledged, mainly attributable to the feeling the entertained by the Authorities in India that 
the transfer to the Colonial Office might be accomplished at any moment and consequently that 
there would be no advantage in interfering in matter connected with a Government about to be 
removed from their control. Hence the representations of the Governor relative either to Political 
questions or to local legislation in many instances either remained unanswered, or elicited a reply 
to the effect that no orders could be passed upon the subject referred to, pending the receipt of 
the decision of the Home Govt. as to the transfer. 

Had however the project for the transfer been definitely abandoned, this would not have been the 
case. Under the Indian Councils Act a Local Legislative Council woud have been granted, and 
Straits Officers would have received due consideration on the part of the Governor General in 
Council, and been moreover brought more immediately under review by the Secretary of State, 
to whom all diaries(?) {records?} of proceedings etc. would have been forwarded direct, instead 
of through the channel of Calcutta. 

With these modifications it is a question how far the position of the Straits Settlements as a 
minor Government of India would not have been superior to that they now hold as a Colony. It is 
true that the Legislative council would not have exercised any direct control over the finances of 
the Settlement, but, from the date of the imposition of the Stamp tax, there has been no 
inclination displayed by the Supreme Government to increase taxation. The Municipal funds 
moreover were managed by Ladies {bodies?} of Gentlemen of whom the Majority were the 
representatives of the ratepayers, whilst any representations emanating either from the Grand 
Juries or the Chamber of Commerce, generally meet with every consideration. Besides it must be 
remembered that the control now exercised by the governor I Council is after all merely nominal, 
the real power being vested in the Secretary of State for the Colonies, and that, as regards 
Regulations, an Indian Council, in some measure, would have possessed more power than one 
established under the present Constitution, as although our enactment might be vetoes, it could 
not be passed against the opinion of a Majority. 

An advantage has been gained by the adjustment of all Military Expenditure at a certain fixed 
rate, but this arrangement is specially stated to be open to revision, and in the event of its being 
found necessary in time of War to increase the strength of the proposed Garrison, which is much 
weaker than that maintained by the Indian Government, there is nothing to prevent the Home 
Govt. from calling upon the Colony for an increased Military contribution, as although, as in 
case of emergency, troops would at once, upon the requisition of the Straits Authorities, be 



despatched from Calcutta or Madras, the Indian Govt. being no longer responsible for the 
protection of the Settlements, from the date of their embarkation their pay would be debited 
against the Colony. Including the pay of the extra Police that will be needed, the present payment 
moreover varies but little from that actually required by the Indian Government, as although, 
owing to the cut {cost?} of the Garrison, the amount formerly disbursed on account of the troops 
from the Straits treasuries was greater than the sum now demanded, yet there was considerable 
expenditure in the way of pay pensions cut of Convicts, stationery, Machinery, etc. made in Idia 
and England on behalf of the Straits, which was not recovered from the Local Government, 
whilst any deficiency in the Straits treasuries was made good by Bills upon India. 

The present Civil Establishment is much more costly than that allowed under the old regime, 
whilst doubts may be expressed as to its being equally efficient. Government servants were 
formerly divided into two classes. One was composed of member of the Indian Civil or Military 
Service, who were alone eligible to succeed to the post of Resident Councillor. This class which 
was small was recruited generally from Subalterns doing duty with their Corps in the Straits, 
who had acquired a knowledge of the Native languages and shewn some aptitude for the 
performance of Civil duties. The other class, which was more numerous, consisted either of 
young gentlemen connected with the Straits, who commenced their career in subordinate posts or 
of men who by their ability and diligence had raised themselves from being mere clerks to 
positions of trust in the Treasury department. For some years past all employees of both classes 
were appointed in the first instance only on probation and were not confirmed in their offices 
until they had passed an examination in the Malay and one other Native language, and in the 
Laws applicable to the Settlements. 

As, with the exception of the appointments in the Public Works Department, the whole of the 
patronage was vested in the Governor for the time being, for his own credit he was naturally 
desirous of making a good selection to fill any situation that might become vacant, whilst the fact 
of the advancement of any Officer being dependent upon the Governor’s approbation, acted as 
an inducement to Officers to shew themselves deserving of promotion by their zeal and assiduity 
in the discharge of their public duties. Under thep resent system local knowledge and experience 
may prove of no avail. All the patronage connected with the various Civil appointments above 
the rank of mere Clerkships rests with the Secretary of State, who must often make use of his 
power to provide for the funds of Parliamentary supporters, with out the slightest reference to 
their qualifications or to the claims of deserving Officers serving in the Settlements. Home 
influence must alone prove the standard of merit and with that influence, however incapable an 
Officer may be, he will be tolerably sure of promotion. Already Officers perfectly ignorant of the 
language and habits of the people have been placed in positions requiring an intimate 
acquaintance with both, and the result has been a serious outbreak at Pinang, in which from 4 to 
500 lives have been lost and about 1,000 houses burnt down, an outbreak that would never have 
reached to such an extremity had proper precautionary measures been adopted, as on former 
occasions when the ill feeling between the Rival Chinese Societies first displayed itself. The only 
remedy that can be applied to this serious defect in the Colonial office system is the formation of 
a Local Civil Service, from which service all appointments must be filled up, the patronage of 
the Secretary of State being rigidly restricted to the nomination of Cadets, their future 
advancement being determined by the Local Government. 



+ The pensions of those Officers equally with those of the Medical Officers and 
Chaplains formed no charge against the Straits but were debited against the Indian 
Revenue, whilst they were liable to be replaced at the disposal of their respective 
Governments in the event of their giving dissatisfaction. 

Newbury House, Falmouth, Decb 23 

My dear Sir James Fergusson 

With reference to the movement, should it be considered advisable to place any restriction upon 
the sale of arms etc. it has struck me that possibly you might find it advantageous to refer to the 
Indian Arms Act, some of the provisions of which might be deemed suitable for introduction into 
this country. It was originally passed in India in a great measure upon a representation of my 
own pointing out the property {propriety?} of placing some check upon the sale of Arms and 
Ammunition during the Mutiny. 

I believe it has worked well. It can hardly be considered an undue interference with the liberty of 
the subject requiring all sellers of arms etc. to take out an annual Licence, and to keep a register 
of all sales, so {or?} to prohibit the removal, except in any {very?} small quantities, of 
gunpowder, or any highly explosive or combustible substance, such as nytroglycerine, without a 
permit from a Justice of the Peace or other duly constituted Authority. 

I observe that the efficiency of the Police system is under review. I have had some experience in 
Police matters and I am inclined to think that persons are apt to compound {confuse?} the 
detective Policeman with the Police Spy. The former I am satisfied should be detected 
{selected?} from the Police Force for the {their?} intelligence, courage and integrity. The latter 
may be taken from any class and should receive no regular pay but be awarded {rewarded?} 
according to the information he awards. It is the most important part of the duty of the detective 
to sift that information and ascertain personally how far it is worthy of credence. This is a 
dangerous task and the detective should therefore be well paid. 

Trusting you will excuse my obtruding my ideas upon you. 

Believe me etc. etc. 

To Sd O Cavenagh 

Sir James Fergusson Bt 

Under Secy of State Home office 

Extract from letter dated 17 Janry 1868 to Leveson 

"I was pleased to find that notwithstanding the predictions of the Straits Times as to the result of 
the Tumongong’s disposal of his farms at a moderate rent last year, the Singapore Frams, as I felt 
assured would be the case, have again risen considerably. It is always an advantage to Singapore 



to have the Johore farms let at a fair rent, for then the Johore Farmer can afford to pay a larger 
sum for the Singapore Monopoly, whilst if he loses the {latter?} he is not obliged to meet his 
payment to the Tumongong by establishing a system of smuggling into the British territories. 
The Tumongong naturally wished to drive a hard bargain with his farmer, but I persuaded him 
from doing so and to content himself with a fair and reasonable demand as being advantageous 
to all parties. The system of inviting traders for the sale of Farms was introduced either two or 
three years ago and is not new." 

Newbury House, Falmouth Janr 17 

My dear Bain 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 11th Instant with enclosures. 
Of course my opinion as to your claims can now be of little value, but, as a friend, I would offer 
the following remarks for your consideration upon your Letter of the 20 March. 

First. I cannot find from the correspondence any admission, as stated in Para 5, that for years the 
Govt had supplied its wants from your bill. To the best of my belief it appeared upon enquiry 
that the had been first taken under Capt Mayne’s order, when he was acting for Capt McNair 
towards the end of 1865. I cannot of course now speak positively on this point. However 
Protheroe’s Letter simply states that for any damage done you have a claim against the State. 
This is no acknowledgement to the accuracy of your statement. 

Second. Legally speaking your right to the land in Campong Malacca had lapsed, as you had 
failed to take out your grant. The arrangement under which the Govt. took upon itself the burthen 
of making roads and a River Wall and also permitted the postponement of the payment of the 
balance of the purchase money, an arrangement which was extremely profitable and 
advantageous to the purchasers, formed no part of the conditions of sale, but was made 
subsequently by Mr. Blundell with a deputation representing the purchasers, and not with 
individuals.  

To enable the Chief Engineer to carry out the promise thus given, a rearrangement of the ground 
became necessary. Hence, before commencing the work, a plan was prepared and submitted, 
either by circulation or otherwise, to all the purchasers at Singapore. There was no want of 
publicity in the matter. Indeed I believe there were one or two discussions between the Chief 
Engineer and the purchasers before the exact position of the roads was clearly defined. 

Now it seems to me that if you considered the Govt. bound by a simple promise made after the 
sale to a deputation (having no legal status) from the purchasers, and consequently omitted, in 
accordance with the law, to take out your grant pending the construction of the River Wall and 
roads, equally you ought to look upon the subsequent agreement between the Govt. and the 
majority of the purchasers as binding. You can scarcely repudiate the one and hold to the other, 
both being made by third parties on your behalf. 

If, in conformity with the terms of Act XVI of 1835(?) you had paid your money into the 
Treasury and taken out your grant, your individual rights would have been secured and could not 



have been infringed. As it was, you had no legal status, and had merely a small right as one of a 
body with whom the Govt. had entered into an agreement through one or two of its members. Of 
course you were fairly entitled to claim a deduction from the purchase money equivalent to the 
deduction made from your lots, but you could hardly insist upon the Govt. making a road and 
then demand compensation for its being made. 

Third. The Resident Councillor is legally empowered to issue grants and leases of land, but 
under no law is he vested with authority to make roads or construct other public works. Indeed 
that authority, as regards the roads within a certain radius, has ceased to be exercised by the 
Govt. itself tow years before the execution of your agreement with Mr. Mackenzie. That 
agreement therefore had no legal force. The only claim you could possibly advance was on moral 
grounds, but then it must be remembered that you were as equally guilty of {default?} as Mr. 
Mackenzie, and that for nine years you took no steps towards paying {bringing?} the transaction 
to the notice of Mr. Mackenzie’s sapience {successor?}. 

I am sure you are wrong in supposing that Macpherson acted towards you in an unfriendly 
manner. Your first letter is dated 26 Febry and possibly did not reach him until the 27, on which 
day the Calcutta Steamer arrived with of course numerous letters for the R.C. from the Indian 
Authorities. The Mail Steamer came in on the 2 March, the 3rd was Sunday and your 
communication was sent in on the 4th Monday, so that there does not appear to have been any 
unreasonable delay in its transmission to my Office. Moreover Macpherson was most anxious 
that I should accede to your request with respect to the ground near Mosque Street, but, knowing 
the absolute necessity, for sanitary reasons, for retaining open spaces in towns in the tropics, 
after due consideration I could not feel myself justified in making over the plot of land your 
required for building purposes. Had you represented your case a couple of months earlier, I have 
little doubt that matters would have been amicably arranged. Indeed I should have been very 
glad, under certain conditions, to have made over some of the ground near Merchants’ bridge as 
its neglected appearance was rather an eyesore. 

In considering any question of claims against the State a {official?} has simply to place himself 
in the position of a private individual holding office as a trustee and to act accordingly. etc. etc.  

I have etc. 

Sd O Cavenagh 

R Bain Esqre 

3 Mayfield Terrace 

Edinburgh 

  

  



  

Newbury House, Falmouth Janr 26 

Dear Sir 

On the 5th Instant I forwarded to 37 {your?} Rev a paper upon the subject of our Military , a 
subject which has long occupied my attention and which I cannot but consider in the present 
state of the Political world one of very great importance. I trust I may be favored with an 
expression of your opinion as to the merits of the same {said?} paper as in the event of its not 
being deemed worthy of discretion {inclusion?} in the Magazine under your editorial charge, I 
would wish to bring my views to the notice of the Public through some other channel. From an 
article that appeared in Standard it would seem that, on one point at least, my ideas are likely to 
be in accordance with those entertained by the present Government. 

I may mention that in Para 6 of my manuscript I believe I omitted the word "spare" between 
"their" and "time". In Para 10 "delegating" would perhaps be more correct than "deputing". 

I remain 

To the Editor Sd O Cavenagh 

Blackwoods Review 

45 Page Street Edinburgh 

Extract from Letter to Leveson dated 31 Janry 

"I am utterly at a loss to understand the object of the allusion to the freedom of the Port in 
speech, with anything like ordinary prudence and economy he ought generally to have a huge 
surplus Revenue, so that in the course of a few years he should have a fine accumulation in the 
Treasury to meet any emergency. I am certain that with proper management, the Straits ought to 
be the most flourishing Colony in the world, and I am equally certain that any interference with 
the freedom of trade would prove very prejudicial to the interests of the Settlement. I cannot of 
course obtrude my ideas upon the Authorities at the Colonial Office unsought, but if requested to 
wait upon the Secretary of State I would always most gladly do so if I could in any way assist the 
Govt. or benefit the Straits". 

Newbury House April 18 

My dear Bain 

x x x 

I am afraid you will find that as respects the conditions of sale of the land at Campong Malacca, 
my {memory?} is more to be depended upon than Mr Blundell’s. Although I had a {no?} 



personal acquaintance with the circumstances of the sale I have often perused the 
correspondence on the subject and that correspondence included a long letter from Mr Thurch 
{Church?} by whom the sale was conducted, in which he distinctly reports that the only 
conditions were then {those?} specified in the Advertisement and that it was not until after the 
sale had been completed that he mentioned his intention of recommending the construction of the 
roads and river wall. For your sake I wish this were not the case but knowing of the existence of 
the letter I should not be acting a friendly part towards you were I to keep you in ignorance of the 
contents. etc. etc. 

Sd O Cavenagh 

To R Bain Esqre 

3 Mayfield Terrace 

Edinburgh 

Newbury House. Falmouth April 21 1868 

Sir 

I have the honor to request the favor of your submitting my name to His Excellency the 
Commander in Chief as an applicant for a Good Service Pension. 

2. I would beg respectfully to state that both as regards Army rank and Length of Service I am 
senior to many who have already obtained the {award?}, that I have served in two Campaigns, 
that I have on several occasions received the thanks of the Supreme Government, and that I am, I 
believe, the only Officer in Her Majesty’s Service who after having his leg carried away by a 
round shot and receiving other severe injuries by his dead horse falling on him has continued to 
discharge the duties of Second in Command of a Corps of Cavalry until again disabled by a 
second wound depriving him of the partial use of an arm. 

3. The required detailed statement of my services has already been transmitted to  

your Office. 

I have the honor etc. 

Sd O Cavenagh Major 
Genl. 

To The Adjutant General Bengal Staff Corps 

of the Army Headquarters (?) 

Newbury House, Falmouth April 23 



My dear Bain 

Many thanks for your letter of the 20th Instant. If you will refer to mine of the 17th January you 
will find that Read corroborates the statement contained in the second para, as to the 
circumstances under which the Govt. agreed to construct the River Wall and Roads. Had this 
been one of the conditions specified in the advertisement of the sale, there would have been no 
necessity for any deputation visiting on the Governor. I mention this not to oppose your claim to 
compensation for any loss you may have suffered but to shew that in making the necessary the 
whole circumstances of the case would have to be considered, as the sale would have been 
equally valid even if Mr Blundell had refused to consider the desired form, after leaving govt 
House, to prevent misconception. Read addressed the Secr in writing and his letter and Capt 
Barradaile’s reply are recorded in the Office. Major Burn was generally so careful in his work 
that, if he made the subsequent arrangement, I am surprised he overlooked your rights. I was at 
Pinang when the arrangement was made and fancied that it had been settled with the Chief 
Engineer as he submitted the plans and Estimates. 

I have etc. 

To R Bain Esre Sd O cavenagh 

3 Mayfield Terrace 

Newbury House, Falmouth May 15 

My dear Mr Kaye 

In accordance with my promise I have the pleasure to forward by Book post a paper containing 
Extracts from my Journal for 1857 relative to the feeling amongst the troops {and?} the 
measures taken for the preservation of the peace of Calcutta and the intrigues on the part of the 
followers of the King of India {Oudh?}, those being the subjects that may possibly interest you.  

I have not thought it worthwhile to include any remarks as to the arrival and departure of troops. 
The numerous rumours amongst the Native population generally, although they are mostly 
recorded, as I used to solicit information from various sources, so that by soliciting {collating?} 
the different reports that reached me, I was enabled, in some degree to test their accuracy. My 
principal informant was an old Govt. who 

had been Sir John M ‘s, and who was the person who warned me in Decr 1856 of the ill feeling 
towards us prevalent in the North West and amongst the Native soldiery. Detailed information 
regarding the that took place in Fort William can I presume be obtained in the Military 
Department. The bulk of my papers are still at Liverpool, but as I have taken a house in York 
terrace, Regents Park, I shall have my boxes sent up to me when I come to Town next month, 
and if I find any document worth your perusal, I will let you know. 

I should have forwarded these Extracts earlier but I have been a great deal on the move lately in 
search of a suitable residence. etc. etc. etc. 



I was very glad to read Sir Stafford Northcote’s speech in reply to Mr Furnalt. Sir Stafford takes 
the right view of the question. Amongst the Natives of India there are of course men whom 
everyone would require to see placed in high situations, but those are the exceptions. Of those 
educated in India there are hundreds competent to pass the necessary examinations for the Civil 
Service who would be utterly devoid of the moral qualifications required in a Ruler. Though the 
Bengali is the worst type of Native, he has the most precocious intellect. The Up Country man, 
on the contrary, is upon the whole a very fine fellow but he does not devote much thought to 
study. 

I may mention that I obtained from proof of the truth of the statement made by the , to the 
Sepoys that arrangements had been made for blowing up the Steamer despatched from Calcutta 
with Ammunition. 

I remain etc. 

To J W Kaye Esqre Sd O Cavenagh 

India Office 

Newbury House, Falmouth May 20th 

Sire 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your Majesty’s friendly letter of the 7th Decb last 
for which I trust that you will be pleased to accept my sincere thanks. 

It is indeed gratifying to me to know that the friendly relations that, during my time of Office, it 
was ever my anxious desire to maintain between Your Majesty and the head of the Straits 
Settlements have been confirmed by my successor, on whose part I feel assured no endeavour 
will be to conduct his duties in such a manner as to strengthen the alliance between Siam and 
Great Britain. 

With every wish for the continued health and happiness of Your Majesty and for the increasing 
prosperity of your people and country 

I remain Sir 

Your Majesty’s Sincere Friend 

Orfeur Cavenagh Major Gen 

To His Majesty 

The King of Siam 

No 35 York Terrace, Regents Park 



London Augt 3 1868 

Sir 

Under the operation of G.O.G.G. No 613 of the 17th June 1868 I have the honor to request the 
favor of your soliciting the sanction of the Right Hon’ble the Secr of State in Council to my 
being granted an extension of Leave for six months viz from the 1st of October 1868 to the 1st of 
April 1869. 

I have etc. etc. 

Sd O Cavenagh Major Gen 

Bengal Staff Corps 

To The Secry Mily Dept 

India Office 

______________________________________________________________________- 

35 York Terrace, Regents Park Janry 20 

My dear Bain 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 15th Instant with enclosure. 
Re the latter there are two points to which exception might be made. First. That for years the 
govt. had taken from your Estate. As already pointed out I believe this statement to be incorrect, 
Second. That the conditions of sale of the land at Campong Malacca were verbally modified 
from Thurch {Church} in his recorded statement distinctly reports that his promise to 
recommend the more favorable terms was given after the sale had be {been?} effected and in 
consequence of the high price realized. It is to be regretted that the questions at issue were not 
brought before me in 1866. They might then have been easily settled 

Statement 

Of  

Major General Cavenagh’s Service 

Passed the examination at Addiscombe on the 12th June 1837 and early in 1838 joined the 32nd 
Regt. N.I. In 1840 passed the prescribed examination at the College of Fort William. Appointed 
as Interpreter and Quartermaster to the 41st Regt. N.I. Attached to the Force employed in 
watching the Nepaul frontier 1840/41. 



In 1842 appointed as Adjutant to the 2nd Regt. Irregular Cavalry employed against the insurgents 
in the Saugor and Nerbuddah Territories. Susequently transferred to the 4th Regt. Irregular 
Cavalry. 

In 1843 engaged at the Battle of Maharajpore. Left leg carried away by a round shot, and 
otherwise severely injured by his charger, which was killed, falling on him. 

For upwards of a year compelled to use crutches. Continued however to perform all his duties 
even those of parade, being placed upon his horse and taken off again by his orderlies. During 
this period compiled the Abstract of General Orders, for a long while the standing book of 
reference for the Army, the profits of the compilation made over to the Lawrence Asylum. 
Appointed 2nd in command of the 4th Regt. Irregular Cavalry, and, for a short time officiated as 
Pension Paymaster at Meerut. 

In 1845-46 employed with the Army of the Sutledge, and, at the relief of Loodianah by the 
Division under Sir Harry Smith again severely wounded losing the partial use of his left arm. 
Whilst still on the Sick List and unable to sit on his horse without being held, at the particular 
request of the late Sir Hugh Wheeler, took charge of the whole of the native sick and wounded, 
many of whom were in great distress, owing to the want of proper food and clothing. Drew and 
issued the requisite advances, visited the hospitals and personally conducted the accounts of 
several hudred of men of various corps. 

Appointed Superintendent of the Mysore Princes and subsequently of the Ex-Ameers of Scinde 
andSeikh Sirdars, as well as of the Ex-Governor of Kerman, the Persian nobleman, Agha Khan 
Mehlatee. 

In 1850 selected for the political charge of the Nepaulese Embassy. On his return from England 
accompanied it to Kathmandoo, and afterwards prepared a report on the State of Nepal. Received 
the thanks of the late Court of Directors and of the Supreme Government. 

For many years a Director of the military and Orphans Funds. Compiled and edited the Bengal 
Army List, containing the services and dates of commissions of every officer — the profits of 
this work made over to the Orphan Society. 

In 1854, at the special request of the then Governor General Lord Dalhousie, accepted the 
appointment on his staff of Town Major of Fort William. In this capacity as the Governor 
General’s representative, recommended the numerous alterations in the European Barracks and 
other buildings as well as general sanitary improvements, which have led to the ordinarily 
satisfactory state of health of the Garrison. 

On the 26th January, 1857, frustrated the design of the Mutineers to seize Fort William (vide 
statement of Jemadar Durrion Sing, 34th Regiment, N.I.). 

Throughout the Mutiny discharged all the arduous duties connected with the command of Fort 
William and Calcutta, in cluding the charge of the state prisoners, the raising a Corps of 
Volunteers, the organisation of a body of Native Servants for the use of the troops arriving from 



England, the management of a large Military Canteen, the protection of the town, the control of 
all Public Departments, Military Buildings, Hospitals, etc., and the entire charge (arming, 
clothing and victualling) of all European invalids and recruits, numbering several thousands, of 
the company’s service. On four occasions received the thanks and commendation of the Supreme 
Government. 

At the close of the mutiny, appointed Governor of the Straits Settlements. In addition to the 
ordinary duties connected with the Government, specified in the report forwarded to the India 
Office, obtained from the Sultan of Acheen an apology for the insult offered to the Governor 
General’s Envoy, Major Haughton; prepared a special report upon the resources of the State of 
Sarawak and carried out the secret instructions for preventing the exportation of arms and 
ammunition to Japan and the North of China. For the efficient performance of these duties 
received the thanks of the Secretary of State and the Governor General of India. 

Received through the Secretary of State, the thanks on two occasions of the Emperor of France 
for assistance rendered to French vessels, and also the thanks of the Secretary of State for the 

Colonies for the valuable aid afforded in effecting the transfer  

of the Straits Settlement. 

O Cavenagh Major General 

Bengal Staff Corps 

Augt 8th 1868 

35 York Terrace 

Regents Park 

Augt 8th/68 

My dear Sir 

As I have every reason to believe that there will be two retirements among the Military members 
of the Council of India in November next, I trust I may be pardoned expressing a hope that, in 
filling up the vacancies, any claim which I may be deemed to possess for re-employment may 
receive consideration. The annexed statement of my Services will shew that few officers can 
possess my varied experience as regards both civil and Military duties. 

I have served with and commanded Troops of all arms European and Native, Regular and 
Irregular. During the Mutiny not a single soldier of the thousands that passed through Calcutta, 
that I did not personally inspect the accommodations provided for him and satisfy myself that his 
wants had been attended to. In the Straits Settlement I controlled every Department, Civil and 
Military, whilst I believe I am the only instance of a British Governor who after giving 
satisfaction both to the people and the Home Government, and raising his Colony to a high state 



of prosperity, has been removed from office without experiencing the courtesy of being informed 
of his intended removal before the arrival of his successor. 

I remain 

Yours faithfully 

Orfeur Cavenagh 

To The Right Honble Sir Stafford Northcote 

Secry of State for India 

20 October 1868 

My dear Start(?) 

With reference to our conversation the other day I have the pleasure to subjoin a sketch of my 
scheme for reorganizing the Indian Army, a scheme which could I believe be carried out without 
any present additional expense and with much future efficiency and . 

First. The Officers of the two Cadres to be amalgamated as in the case of the two 

Old European Regiments to form the Corps of Officers of each new Native Line 

Regiment. 

Second. Promotion to be carried on, for the present, in each Cadre exactly as  

formerly, that is for any Major of {or?} Captain that may retire etc., a step 

to be given to subordinate ranks. Should the Officer promoted belong to the Staff  

Corps, the promotion would of course be merely nominal. 

Third. At the expiration of five years from the date of the new organization, the names  

of all Staff Corps Officers to be removed from the Cadres, and promotions, when  

necessary, made in their stead, but at the same time the number of Officers to be 

reduced to the proposed permanent strength of the new Regiment, say 1 Major, 8 

Captains and 12 Lieutenants. 

Fourth. All Officers in the present Cadres who have joined the Staff Corps to have the 



Option, within twelve months of electing to rejoin their Regiments retaining 

However any Army Rank with the advantages of increased pay they may actually  

now enjoy. 

Fifth. No Officer to be newly posted to a Corps until the number of Officers may be  

reduced to the proposed compliment {complement?}, but Lieutenants belonging 

to old Cadres or to the General List to be permitted to be transferred at their own 

request with the view of equalising the strength of Cadres. 

Sixth. All Officers of both Cadres not otherwise employed to be ordered to join their 

Respective Regiments. When on Regimental duty their to be  

Determined by their old Regimental rank and position, Staff Corps Officers  

however drawing their Staff Corps Pay and retaining their Army Rank. In the 

Guards Lt. Gl’s command Companies, so thus they would be a precedent for 

the arrangement. 

As an illustration of the working of the scheme, take the Cadres of the 32nd and 64th Bengal 
Infantry which would become the 73rd East Indian Regt. When the new Regt. would be formed 
there would be 2 Majors, 14 Captains and 4 Lieutenants, or in all 20. There would therefore be 
one vacancy to be filled up by a transfer from another Cadre or from the General List, in wh. 
manner in the event of the death or retirement etc. of a Major, the Senior Capt. of the Cadre to 
which he belonged would be promoted to Major and the Senior Lieutenant to Capt., whilst a new 
Lieutenant would be posted to the Regiment, not to the Cadre. This would go on for five years, at 
the expiration of which period all the Staff Corps Officers would be finally struck off the 
strength of the Cadres, but one Major and six Captains, three in each Cadre, would have to be 
absorbed, so that the promotion would not be so very rapid, though the prospect would perhaps 
be sufficiently good to induce many of the Staff Corps Officers to elect to rejoin their Regiments. 
Others would take the same step with the view of bettering themselves on retirement, either by 
obtaining a small bonus from their pensions or by taking advantage of the old rule granting 
Pensions for Regimental rank after 22 years service. 

Lieut. Colonels would, of course, in the first instance be posted to Regiments from the General 
List, but it would be a tion whether it might not be advisable eventually to make them also 
Regimental Officers. 



I can conceive no great difficulty in introducing the new organization.. Whilst personal interests 
would be protected an immediate saving would be effected by the abolition in 78 Regiments of 
Wing allowance, and the services of a large number of unemployed or doing general duty 
Officers would be utilized. Moreover in the (space?) of five years there would be really an 
efficient Indian Army, capable not only of performing its own more legitimate duties, but also of 
affording aid to the Empire in time of need. 

I am 

To ? Sd O Cavenagh 

35 York Terrace Regents Park 

My dear Sir 

With reference to my note of the 8th Augt. May I beg the favor of your informing me whether my 
claims to succeed to a vacancy in the Council of India so far suit {meet?} your approval as to 
have induced you to place my application upon the records of your late Office. 

I regret much to trouble you on a personal matter but, in the absence of any reply to my note, I 
am of course ignorant as to the consideration given to the statement of my services, to which, as 
the only Officer occupying a prominent position both during and after the Mutiny whose services 
have not received no {any?} recognition but who, as the reward for those services, has been 
summarily removed from Office, it may perhaps hereafter be an object of importance to one to 
be able to refer. 

Hoping that you will kindly accept my apologies for this intrusion upon your time 

I remain 

Yours Faithfully 

To Sd O Cavenagh 

The Right Hon’ble 

Sir Stafford Northcote Bt C.B. 
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