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Michael Waldichuk fonds 

Acc. No. 2008-005 

Fonds level description 
 
Title: Michael Waldichuck fonds 
 
Dates of Creation: [192-?] – 1992 
 
Extent: 6 m of textual records. -- 6 film reels. 
 
Biographical sketch:  
Michael Waldichuk was born in Mitkau, Roumania  on October 23, 1923.  He received a B.A. Honours in 
Chemistry (1948) and an M.A. (1950), both from the University of British Columbia, and a PhD (1955) 
from the University of Washington.  His dissertation was entitled Physical Oceanography of the Strait of 
Georgia, British Columbia. In 1952 he began a long career with the Canadian federal government, as 
Associate Scientist with the Fisheries Research Board of Canada, at the Pacific Biological Station at 
Nanaimo BC, where he was appointed Oceanographer-in-Charge of the Pacific Oceanographic Group in 
1966, and as Program Head of the Pacific Environment Institute (now the West Vancouver Laboratory of 
the Department of Fisheries and Oceans).  His area of expertise was the impact of industrial pollution on 
marine organisms, particularly the effects of coastal pulp mills and effluent disposal systems. 
Waldichuk’s work included design of outfalls, studies of oxygen diffusion in still seawater, disposal and 
effects of organic, radioactive and heavy metal pollution and pulp mill waste.  An obituary from 
Canadian Journal of Fish and Aquatic Science, written by colleague John C. Davis notes that Waldichuck 
“played a major role in investigating and advising on a variety of important and highly visible West Coast 
issues including the disposal of mine tailings in Rupert Inlet and the Roberts Bank port expansion” as 
well as a number of assessments of important BC estuaries.  He served on many national and 
international committees and working groups, including the US National Academy of Sciences’ Pacific 
Coast Working Group on Low Level radioactive Waste Disposal and the International Maritime 
Organization’s Joint Group of Experts on the Scientific Aspects of Marnie Pollution, or GESAMP (1969-77, 
1984). He was also the Director of the Canadian Association for Water Pollution Research and Control 
(1967-68, 1971-76), a member of the British Columbia Research Council, the Chair of the Canadian 
National Committee for the Scientific Council on Ocean Research (1989-1991), and a member and vice-
president of the Board of Governors of the Vancouver Public Aquarium Association.  Dr. Waldichuk died 
May 4, 1991. 
 
Scope and content: 
Fonds consist primarily of the correspondence and manuscripts of Dr. Michael Waldichuk specific to 
environmental issues on the Canadian Pacific coast.  The fonds consist of four series:  Personal, Cine-
film, Pacific Coast Entire, and Pacific Coast Regions.  The Personal series contains correspondence, 
records containing information about Dr. Waldichuk’s academic and professional career, and a 
bibliography of publications written by Dr. Waldichuk. The Cine-film series consists of 275 metres of film 
documenting survey procedures, particularly at Crofton Pulp Mill. The Pacific Coast Entire series consists 
of documents relating to the Pacific Coast as a whole. Pacific Coast Region consists of documents 
organized into 15 sub-series identified by environmentally distinct regions. The fonds also contains 
publications received by Dr. Waldichuk in the course of his activities. 
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Source of title proper: Title based on the content of the fonds.  

Immediate source of acquisition: 
The fonds were transferred to the UVic Special Collections and University Archives by the Pacific 
Biological Station Scientific Archives, Nanaimo, B.C., in 2008. The donation was facilitated by Dr. Derek 
Ellis.  
 
Arrangement: 
According to the inventory prepared by the Pacific Biological Station (PBS), Dr. Waldichuk’s records were 
stored in rough chronological order in piles and on shelves in his office, basement, garage, and home.  In 
accordance with Dr. Waldichuk’s will, the Waldichuk family removed private materials, magazines, 
journals, and other publications prior to possession by the PBS. Gordon Miller, Keeper of the PBS 
Scientific Archives, rehoused and inventoried the materials. Each file was assigned a box/file number 
and a chronological-topical designation. The PBS did not intellectually arrange the fonds.  
 
In 2009, Dr. Derek Ellis undertook the arrangement and description of the fonds. Under the mandates of 
the Environmental Science Archives (ESA) and the Marine Environmental Science Collections (MESC), Dr. 
Ellis removed materials that are not relevant to Canadian Pacific coast environmental issues and/or 
were not authored by Dr. Waldichuk and placed them in the MESC. Dr. Ellis retained materials that are 
relevant to the Pacific coast, including publications, within the fonds. At this time, Dr. Ellis discarded 
damaged films, duplicate publications, and other materials that were not selected for retention. 
 
Dr. Ellis arranged the fonds into five series: 1. Description and provenance; 2. Bibliography; 3. Pacific 
coast entire; 4. Pacific coast regions; and 5. Cine-film.  The current arrangement of the fonds is faithful 
to Dr. Ellis’ arrangement, with some exceptions: 

 Documents generated by Dr. Ellis in the course of his arrangement activities were removed 
from Series 1 and 2 and placed with the accession records.  Duplicates and printed copies of 
born-digital documents were discarded. Series 1 was renamed “Personal.” 

 Series 2 in Dr. Ellis’s arrangement (Bibliographies) contained only two items; both were moved 
different locations. A bibliography that was original to the fonds was moved to Series 1. The 
bibliography compiled by Dr. Ellis is available in the finding aid folder. 

 Series 5 in Dr. Ellis’ arrangement (Cine-film) was renamed Series 2.  
The arrangement of Series 3 and 4 has not changed. Dr. Ellis’ arrangement of these series is based on 
environmental regions.  
 
Finding aids: 
File inventories are available for each series. The PBS inventory and Dr. Ellis’ file lists and bibliography 
are also available. Please refer to page 9 of this document for more information. 
 
Note:  
Reports, correspondence, and other records created by Dr. Ellis in the course of his arrangement of the 
fonds are also available.  
 
Related materials: 
Marine Environmental Science collection 
Derek Ellis fonds 

 
 



4 
 

AR418 
Michael Waldichuk fonds 

Acc. No. 2008-005 

Series level descriptions 

1. Personal series 

 
Title: Personal 

Dates: 1951-1992 

Extent: 2.5 cm of textual records. – 1 photograph : b&w ; 10 x 9 cm 

Scope and content: Series contains personal records made or received by Dr. Waldichuk in the course of 

his career. Materials include a photograph of Dr. Waldichuk, an obituary written by John Davis 

(annotated by Dr. Ellis), curricula vitae and personal history forms, correspondence regarding Dr. 

Waldichuk’s Ph.D. programme and thesis, requests for reprints of journal articles, and humorous 

ephemera.   

Arrangement: Correspondence is arranged in reverse chronological order. 

Finding aids: File list available. 

 

2. Cine-film series 

 
Title: Cine-film 

Dates: 1962-1964 

Extent: 6 film reels : si. ; 16 mm + 5 cases ; 8 x 9 cm + 1 case ; 18.5 x 18.5 cm 

Scope and content: Series contains films of oceanographic surveys of industrial sites. Probable locations 

include Departure Day, Nanaimo and the Crofton pulp mill. The films depict industrial sites and sampling 

techniques during the 1960s. It is possible that C. J. Morley, the photographic technician at the Biological 

Station during this period, may have filmed some of the moving images in this series.  

Physical description: Sound characteristics based on Dr. Ellis’ description.  

Finding aids: Item list available. 
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3. Pacific coast entire series 

 
Title: Pacific coast entire 

Dates: [192-? – 1989] 

Extent: ca. 75 cm of textual records and other material 

Scope and content: 
Series contains records related to the entire Canadian Pacific coast or to multiple regions in the pacific 
coast area. Materials include reports, articles, surveys, photographs, and maps. The records are relevant 
to a range of environmental issues and topics, such as pulp mills, sewage, fisheries, estuaries, mining, 
logging, radioactivity, global warming, and pollution. 
 
Physical description: Other material to be determined during processing.  
 
Finding aids: File list available. 

 

4. Pacific coast regions series 

 
Title: Pacific coast regions 
 
Dates: [1924-1990] 
 
Extent: ca. 4.32 m of textual records and other material 
 
Scope and content: 
Series contains records related to regions and industrial sites in the Canadian Pacific coast and 
surrounding areas, arranged into fifteen environmentally distinct sub-series:  
 

1. Cowichan and Chemainus  

2. Crofton 

3. Kitimat  

4. Kitsault 

5. Ladysmith Harbour   

6. Lower Fraser River 

7. Lower Mainland 

8. Nanaimo 

9. North East Vancouver Island  

10. North West Vancouver Island 

11. Northern BC 

12. Straits Georgia Basin 

13. Washington and Alaska (USA) 

14. West Coast Vancouver Island   
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15. Victoria Region 

Physical description: Other material to be determined during processing.  
 
Finding aids: Sub-series descriptions are located in the next section. File list available. 
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Sub-series descriptions 

Series 4: Pacific coast regions 

1. Cowichan and Chemainus  

Sub-series contains materials related to rivers, lakes, and estuaries in Cowichan and Chemainus.  

Derek Ellis: Documents for the two areas not all separable.  Crofton documents from in-between the 

two estuaries have been separated as Sub-series 2: Crofton.  

2. Crofton 

Sub-series contains materials related to Crofton, including the Crofton Mill and Stuart Channel. 

Topics include the pulp mill and oyster farming. 

3. Kitimat  

Sub-series contains materials related to Kitimat, including the Aluminum Company of Canada (Alcan) 

and Kitimat estuary studies. Topics include the aluminum smelter and pulp mill.  

4. Kitsault      

Sub-series contains reports and correspondence regarding the Kitsault Molybdenum mine. 

5. Ladysmith Harbour   

Sub-series contains materials related to the Ladysmith Harbour. Topics include oceanography, 

pollution, sewage, oyster farming, phytoplankton, and log booming.  

6. Lower Fraser River 

Sub-series contains materials related to the lower Fraser River, including the estuary and delta.  

7. Lower Mainland 

Sub-series contains materials related to regions in the lower mainland, including Boundary Bay and 

Mud Bay, Powell River (includes Sturgeon Bank), Squamish, Vancouver, and others.  

8. Nanaimo 

Sub-series contains materials related to Nanaimo and surrounding regions and industrial sites, 

including Parksville, Ladysmith, Departure Bay, Northumberland Channel, Harmac Pulp Mill, and 

others.  

9. North East Vancouver Island  

Sub-series contains material related to regions and industrial sites in north east Vancouver Island, 

including Campbell River,  Comox,  Courtenay, Quinsam Coal Mine, Elk Falls Mill, Buttle Lake, 

Nimpkish, Quatse River, and others.  
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10. North West Vancouver Island  

Sub-series contains materials related to regions and industrial sites in north west Vancouver Island, 

including Quatsino Sound, Rupert Inlet, Island Copper Mine, Neroutsos Inlet, Port Alice Pulp Mill, 

Yreka Mine, and others.    

11. Northern BC 

Sub-series contains materials related to regions and industrial sites in northern British Columbia, 

including Prince Rupert, Bella Coola, and others. Kitimat and Kitsault are arranged separately (sub-

series 3 and 4).  

12.  Straits Georgia Basin 

Sub-series contains materials related to the Georgia Basin, including the Strait of Georgia and the 

Strait of Juan de Fuca.  

 13. Washington and Alaska (USA)  

Sub-series contains materials related to Washington and Alaska that are relevant to the BC coast.  

 14. West Coast Vancouver Island   

Sub-series contains materials related to regions and industrial sites on the west coast of Vancouver 

Island, including Port Alberni, Somass River, Barklay Sound, Sooke and others 

 15. Victoria Region 

Sub-series contains materials related to Victoria and surrounding regions and industrial sites, 

including Victoria Harbour, Cordova Bay, Sidney, Saanich Inlet , Race Rocks, and others.  
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File inventory 
 

Explanatory notes  

File inventories are available for each series. File titles, notes, access points, and the majority of dates 

were supplied by Dr. Ellis. Many dates have not yet been recorded. Titles and dates are subject to 

change, following the processing of the material.  

Please refer to the following documents: 

 Waldichuk_AR418_Series1.xlsx 

 Waldichuk_ AR418_Series2.xlsx 

 Waldichuk_ AR418_Series3.xlsx 

 Waldichuk_ AR418_Series4.xlsx 

Legend 

The following legend is based on Dr. Ellis’ explanation of the file numbers and abbreviations used in his 

notes and access points. 

Code Description 

6/12  
(Example PBS  file 
number) 

File number given by PBS, corresponding to the PBS file inventory.* The first 
number is the box number; the second is the file number within the box.  

EI Environmental Issues; used by Dr. Ellis with “WC” files. 

ICM  Refers to Island Copper Mine; ICM materials are contained predominantly in 
Series 4, Sub-series 10 

LF Refers to regions included in Series 4, Sub-series 6 

LM Refers to regions included in Series 4, Sub-series 7 

MESC Marine Environmental Science Collections 

N Refers to regions included in Series 4, Sub-series 8 

NA The PBS file number  was not recorded by Dr. Ellis 

ND No date 

SGB, SG or GS Refers to regions included in Series 4, Sub-series 12 

VINE or NEVI Refers to regions included in Series 4, Sub-series 9 

VINW Refers to regions included in Series 4, Sub-series 10 

VI W. Coast Refers to regions included in Series 4, Sub-series 14 

WC Whole Coast; name of Series 3 before it was changed by Dr. Ellis. 

 

*In the file lists, PBS numbers included by Dr. Ellis may not align with the PBS inventory.  In the course of 
Dr. Ellis’ arrangement, many of the records were moved from their PBS files. Items from one PBS file 
may have been physically and intellectually arranged into different series.  
 


