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1. Fonds-level description 
 

Title 

 

Wild Horse Summer Theatre Company fonds 

 

Dates 

 

1977 

 

Extent 

 

57 cm of textual records 

 

Administrative history 

 

The Wild Horse Summer Theatre Company was established ca. March 1977 and ceased in the 

fall of 1977. Comprised of students, directors and managers from the University of Victoria 

Department of Theatre, the company spent the summer of 1977 at Fort Steele Historic Park in 

Fort Steele, B.C., performing their production of James L. Rosenburg's The Life and Death of 

Sneaky Fitch, or Bring ‘em Back Alive. From 25 June to 5 September, including holidays, the 

company staged this play twice a day, six days a week, and featured a cast of nine actors (Gillian 

Barber, Janice Dick, Michael Dyson, Peter McGuire, Robert Metcalfe, Ross Nichol, Brenda 

Seehuber, Paul van Deureen and Randy Waldie). Dr. Murray Edwards was Company Director 

and Tony Bukowiecki, Company Manager. As part of their agreement with Fort Steele and with 

the B.C. Parks Board, the company's mandate was to educate tourists about local history as well 

as entertain them. 

 

The programme was less successful than hoped, as is clear from the clippings of reviews and 

from Dr. Edwards’s and Dr. Bukowiecki's final reports. Some viewers complained that the play 

was boring and too long (90 minutes) for small children to sit through. In previous summers Fort 

Steele had offered musicals, and many tourists disliked the change to a serious historical play. As 

Bukowiecki and Edwards pointed out, “We were caught in a balancing act: entertain the masses 

and yet keep an eye on the regulation in the permit to present ‘history’ (whatever interpretation 

of ‘history’ one chooses to take).” The length of the play also proved to be taxing for the actors, 

and over the summer the play was trimmed to 60 minutes running time. However, Edwards and 

Bukowiecki also highlighted many benefits, such as the valuable performing experience the 

student actors gained, and recommended that, among other things, the Park consider in future 

having a two-show repertory, which would ensure a bigger box office draw and provide more 

variety for the actors. They also pointed out that the Wild Horse Theatre had helped break new 

ground for other theatre companies in future Fort Steele summer programmes, and that “if [the 

local people] disliked us so much, they are bound to think anything is better than ‘Sneaky 

Fitch’.” They expressed the hope that their experience would help others in the long run. 



Scope and content 

 

Fonds consists of working files, photographs, slides and tapes documenting the activities of the 

Wild Horse Summer Theatre Company, at Fort Steele Historic Park, Fort Steele, B.C. Fonds 

includes proposal for a theatre project at Fort Steele and related correspondence, membership 

contracts with the cast, audition forms, press releases, financial records, floor plans, lighting and 

sound instructions, news clipping with reviews of play, Parks Board historical notes, final reports 

by Murray Edwards and Tony Bukowiecki, and designs of the Wild Horse Summer Theatre 

logo; publicity photographs; slides of historic scenes in southeastern B.C., used in "The Life and 

Death of Sneaky Fitch", and slides of cast members at Fort Steele Park; and taped performances 

of "The Life and Death of Sneaky Fitch". 

 

Notes 

 

Acquired from Murray Edward, December 1977.  



2. Structure 
 

Series 1. Working papers. February-October 1977. 13 cm of textual records 

 Accession 77-87, Box 1. 

Series consists of proposal for theatre project at Fort Steele Historic Park, and related 

correspondence; membership contracts with signatures of cast members; audition forms and 

notes on those auditioning for parts; accounting sheets, bank statements, receipts, records of 

ticket sales, cheque stubs, correspondence relating to financial matters; press releases, 

programmes; scripts of The Life and Death of Sneaky Fitch, or Bring 'em Back Alive, by James 

L. Rosenburg, and royalty adjustment form; floor plans, instructions for lighting and sound; 

newspaper clippings with reviews of play; Parks Board historical notes; final reports by Murray 

Edwards, Company Director, and Tony Bukowiecki, Company Manager; variant sizes and 

angles of Wild Horse Summer Theatre logo. 

 

Series 2. Photographs. June-September 1977. 24 items. 

 Accession 77-87, Box 2 

Series consists of black and white publicity photographs and contact sheets of cast members and 

staff. 

 

Series 3. Slides. June-September 1977. ca. 100 items. 

 Accession 77-87, Box 3 

Series consists of black and white slides of historic scenes in south-eastern British Columbia, 

used in the play, The Life and Death of Sneaky Fitch, and of cast members in Fort Steele 

Historic Park. 

 

Series 4. Audio tapes. June-September 1977. 2 tapes. 

 Accession 77-87, Box 4 

Series consists of taped performances of The Life and Death of Sneaky Fitch, shows 2 and 3.  



3. Inventory 
 

Accession 1977-087 

 

Box 1 

 

1.1 Proposal for theatre project at Fort Steele Historic Park. February - April 1977. 

Accounting sheets, correspondence, membership contract, blank application form for 

park use permit. 

1.2 Correspondence, February - August 1977. 

1.3 Financial records, March - June 1977. Accounting sheets, correspondence, receipts, 

records of ticket sales. 

1.4 Expenses - lists, notes, requisition form. 1977. 

1.5 Bank statements, receipts, cheque stubs, March - August 1977. 

1.6 Audition forms and notes, 1977. 

1.7 Audition results, signed contracts, April 1977. 

1.8 Publicity, April - May 1977. Programme, press releases, invitation to Faculty Club 

reception, list of people invited. 

1.9 The Life and Death of Sneaky Fitch, or Bring 'em Back Alive, by James L. Rosenburg. 

1977. Royalty adjustment forms; correspondence; notes; script. 

1.10 ... Sneaky Fitch. Script with lighting directions. 1977. 

1.11 Production papers, 1977. Floor plans, notes on sound, slides. 

1.12 Clippings, April - May 1977. 

1.13 Parks Board notes and outlines for historic theatre, July - October 1977. 

1.14 Reports - by Tony Bukowiecki, Company Manager, and Murray Edwards, Director, re. 

technical aspects and assessing the program's success. September 1977. 

1.15 Graphics. Theatre logo, variant sizes. n.d. 

 

Box 2 

 

16 black and white mounted publicity photographs, 11 with biographical notes, of cast members 

and company director. 51 cm. x 40 cm; 35 cm. x 30 cm. Summer 1977. 

 

8 black and white contact sheets, 21 cm. x 25 cm. 

 

Box 3 

 

Ca. 100 black and white slides of historic scenes in south-eastern British Columbia, used in the 

play, The Life and Death of Sneaky Fitch, and of cast members in Fort Steele Historic Park. 

Summer 1977. 

 

 

 



Box 4 

 

2 audio tapes of The Life and Death of Sneaky Fitch, shows 2 and 3. Both tapes are 1/4 in. x 

1200 ft. (6.35 mm. x 360 m.). Summer 1977. 

 


