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Dates 

1900-1973 

Extent 

10 cm of textual records 
9 photographs 
1 drawing 

Biographical Sketch 

Walter Bapty was born in London, Ontario. At the age of 15, he became one of the youngest 
Canadian volunteers to serve in the Boer War. In 1906 he graduated with a medical degree from 
the University of Western Ontario, being a member of the first medical class at Western. He 
practiced medicine in Calgary before moving to Victoria in 1907. During World War I Bapty 
served as medical officer with the 2nd Canadian Mounted Rifles and later with the 102nd 
Northern B.C. Regiment. He was gassed at Vimy Ridge, sent back to Canada and appointed 
medical officer commanding all military hospitals on Vancouver Island. After the war Bapty 
returned to his medical practice in Victoria. He served as medical officer of the 1st Battalion, 
Canadian Scottish Regiment, and later took command of the 2nd Battalion, a post he held until 
July 1939 and resumed in June 1940. Bapty died in Victoria. 

Scope and Content 

The fonds consists of the personal diaries kept by Lieutenant Colonel Bapty from 1935 to 1942, 
as well as a collection of various memorandums, reports, and ephemera from this period. It also 
contains addresses, essays and lectures given by Bapty on military matters, including modern 
developments in warfare, the Scottish regiments, discipline and leadership, Pacific problems 
during World War II, and the objectives of military training; records of the Canadian Scottish 
Regiment (Princess Mary's), 2nd Battalion, including slate of officers, lists of exercises, 
correspondence and operation orders; personal records of Walter Bapty, including commissions 
and certificates, personal correspondence, records relating to militia staff courses and nominal 
roll for officers in medical courses; newspapers and clippings dealing with Bapty's participation 
in the Boer War and World War II, and Bapty's obituary; drawing of Bapty, photograph of Mrs. 
Bapty, and photographs of Bapty with the Canadian Scottish Regiment. 

Finding Aids 



Inventory available with series and file level control. 

Title Source 

Title based on the contents of the fonds. 
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 INTRODUCTION 
 
The records of Col. Walter Bapty were donated to U. Vic. Special 
Collections ca. 1966.  They document his activities with the 
Canadian Scottish Regiment, 2nd Battalion, and with various 
officer training courses and related military duties.  
Researchers may also wish to consult the records of the Canadian 
Scottish Regiment which complement information in Bapty's own 
records.  An inventory for the Canadian Scottish Regiment is 
available in Special Collections. 
 
 A file listing of the Bapty records was prepared by 
cataloguing librarian John Dell in December 1966.  The 
biographical sketch and series descriptions were prepared in 
August 1991 and have been added to the file listings. 
 
 Further accruals are unlikely but this inventory will be 
updated as necessary. 
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 BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
 
Walter Bapty, son of Harry Bapty, was born in London, Ontario on 
23 August 1884.  He attended the Ontario Agricultural College in 
Guelph and was also a member of the London (Ontario) Collegiate 
Institute.  At the age of 15, he was one of the youngest Canadian 
volunteers to serve in the Boer War. In 1906 he graduated with a 
medical degree from the University of Western Ontario, being a 
member of the first medical class at Western.  He practised 
medicine for a short time in Calgary before moving to Victoria in 
1907. 
 
 Before the outbreak of the first World War, Bapty served as 
a captain with the 5th Canadian Garrison Artillery, RCA and as a 
major in the Victoria Independent Squadron of Horse (later the 
31st B.C. Horse).  In 1914 he served as medical officer with "C" 
Squadron of the 2nd Canadian Mounted Rifles.  He was wounded but 
recovered and sent back to the front lines as medical officer of 
the 102nd Northern B.C. Regiment.  He was gassed twice at Vimy 
Ridge, sent back to Canada and appointed medical officer and 
officer commanding of all military hospitals on Vancouver Island. 
 
 After the war Bapty returned to his medical practice in 
Victoria.  He also served as medical officer of the 1st 
Battalion, Canadian Scottish Regiment, and later took command of 
the 2nd Battalion, a post he held until 31 July 1939 and resumed 
in June 1940. 
 
 Walter Bapty died in Victoria in July 1973.  He had two 
daughters, Anne Bapty of Victoria and Laura (Mrs. D.R.) Williams 
of Duncan, and two sons, Harry and Dr. Leonard Bapty, both of 
Victoria. 
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 SERIES DESCRIPTIONS 
 
I ADDRESSES, ESSAYS, LECTURES, 1930-1943 
 Accession 74-20, File 1. 
 Arranged chronologically. 

Consists of addresses, essays, and lectures by Bapty on 
modern developments in warfare, the Scottish regiments, 
discipline and leadership, Pacific problems, and radio 
reconnaissance.  Includes holographs and typescripts. 

 
II CANADIAN SCOTTISH REGIMENT (PRINCESS MARY'S).  2nd 

BATTALION, 1938-1942 
 Accession 74-20, File 2. 
 Arranged chronologically. 

Consists of slate of officers, lists of exercises, 
correspondence, the 2nd Battalion magazine, The Muzzle Cup 
(Dec. 1938), operation orders and inspection reports. 

 
III PERSONAL RECORDS, 1900-1943 
 Accession 74-20, File 3. 
 Arranged by subject. 

Consists of commissions and certificates; correspondence 
between Bapty and Mrs. Bapty, and between Mrs. Bapty and 
H.M. Urquhart; nominal roll officers for medical course 
(1943); notes and assignments for Militia Staff Course 
(1928-1929). 

 
IV NEWSPAPERS AND CLIPPINGS, 1900, 1943, 1973 
 Accession 74-20, File 4. 
 Arranged chronologically. 

Consists of newspapers dealing with the Boer War, including 
photos and articles about Bapty's participation in the war; 
clipping re. Bapty and others during the second World War; 
Bapty's obituary in the Victoria Times, 4 July 1973. 

 
V GRAPHIC RECORDS, 1936-1941 
 Accession 74-20, File 5. 
 1 drawing: b & w; 
 7 photographs: b & w; 
 2 negatives: b & w. 
 Arranged chronologically. 

Consists of b & w drawing of Bapty and b & w photograph of 
Mrs. Bapty; 6 b & w photographs of Bapty with the Canadian 
Scottish Regiment; 2 b & w negatives. 
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