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Title

Brian Brett fonds
Dates

ca. 1970-2000

Extent

6.5 m of textual records
Biographical Sketch

Brett was born in VVancouver. He studied literature at Simon Fraser University. For a number of
years he lived in White Rock and became involved in civic politics in addition to his literary and
publishing work. In the late 1980's, he moved to Salt Spring Island and settled there. He began
writing at the age of 17 and has since published poetry, novels and short stories. In the early
1970's, he co-founded the Blackfish Press with Allan Safarik. This press brought out trade and
limited edition art production books. Since leaving Blackfish Press in 1978, Brett continued this
work in his own White Rhino Press. In addition, he has worked as a journalist/columnist and
impresario, organizing poetry readings and events from White Rock and later Salt Spring Island,
as well as working in the Writers in Electronic Residence (WIER) program. He has also been
active in writer's politics and involved in controversy as a member of PEN, the Federation of
B.C. Writers, the League of Canadian Poets and the Writers' Union of Canada (TWUC). His
correspondence is full of drafts of his own and his correspondents’ writing. During his career as a
writer, he has collaborated and interacted with other writers, many of whom became close
friends. Most recently, Margaret Atwood has been helping Brett to edit a 400-page novel about
an environmental terrorist.

Scope and Content

The fonds consists firstly, of correspondence from many well known writers such as Margaret
Atwood, Doug Beardsley, bill bissett, George Bowering, Marilyn Bowering, Robert Bringhurst,
Barry Callaghan, Lorna Crozier, William Deverell, Timothy Findley, John Glassco, Robert
Harlow, David Homel, Patrick Lane, Dennis Lee, Charles Lillard, Dorothy Livesay, Susan
Musgrave, John Newlove, Sharon Olds, Michael Ondaatje, P.K. Page, George Payerle, Al Purdy,
Joe Rosenblatt, Jane Rule, Jane Urghuhart, and Sean Virgo. It is arranged in alphabetic series.
Secondly, there are prose and poetry manuscripts. These are roughly divided into poetry and
prose, with some large sections of late drafts intact. Thirdly, there are materials relating to the
Writer's Union of Canada, Writers in Electronic Residence, political press clippings, material
about his libel trial, and miscellaneous printed material.



Finding Aids
Partial box list available.
Title Source

Title based on the contents of the fonds.
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BRIAN BRETT
Accession 2001-050

Correspondence

Ancient Manuscripts

Manuscripts to 1983/TWUC

Manuscripts to 1990

Manuscripts to 1999 + “Clouds and Rain”

Miscellaneous

Political Press Clippings/ Libel Trial

WIER

Miscellaneous Printed Material

Unsorted Residue including Correspondence & work calendars



Box 1
A

Abbott, Clark
Acorn, Milton
Andrews, Marke
Appeldoorn, Beth
Arnason, David
Atwood, Margaret

Miscellaneous

Abbotsford School Board

B

Ace Courier
Adalian, Yvonne
Aeroplan
Alchemy Books
Alcuin Society
Aldana, Patsy
Allan, Roy
Allen, Madelene
Ally, Diane
Almond, Bill
Amazing Stories
Analog

Anderson-Dargatz, Gail
Antigonish Review

Arc

Arsenal Pulp Press
ArtStarts

Atlantic Monthly

Badami, Madhav
Beardsley, Doug
Beers, David
Bellringer, Jesse
Bennet, Paul
Benson, Eugene
Berton, Pierre
Bissett, Bill

Black, Arthur
Blewett, June
Books in Canada
Borson, Roo
Bowen, Lynn
Bowering, George
Bowering, Marilyn
Brett Family
Bringhurst, Robert
Brooks, Nigel
Brooks, Toby

Dates

1996-00
n.d.
1990-94
1998-00
1986-97
1993-00

1998
1988
1999
1998
1991-93
1999
1998-00
1986-91
1998-00
1988-00
1988-00
1994-95
1999
1986-98
1992-98
1968-01
1983-85
2000
1996-00
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8
10
1
6
70
4
1
6
1
3
1
4
2
8
8
1
3
2
6
24
5
7
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Brown, Sharon
Burr, Jay

Miscellaneous

Baldwin, Scott  (Duthie Books)

Baldwin, Shauna
Balsam, Dee
Banff Centre for the Arts

Barnes, W.J. (Quarry)

Black, Steve
Beals, Rodger

Bernier, Sylvie  (Canada Council)

Beuhler, Carmen
Blackstone, W. Baird
Blewett, Sheron

Booth, Kelly

Bowser, Vaughn

Brandt, Di (cvin
Brick

B.C. Arts Council

B.C. Book Prizes

B.C. Cultural Services Branch

B.C. Ferries Corporation
B.C. Festival of the Arts
B.C. Guild of Potters
B.C. Studies

Broadhead, John
Bukowski, Denise
Burnaby Writers' Society
Burtch, Brian

C

Callaghan, Barry
Callwood, June
Cameron, Silver Donald
Camus, Catherine
Canada Council
CBC

Casey, Patricia
Cillis, Tony
Clark, Joe

Clark, Susan
Clarke, Ruth
Cocchi, Raffaele
Collins, Tim
Crean, Susan
Crichton, Susan
Crozier, Lorna

Unidentified
Alan
Barbara
Barrie
Gary

Miscellaneous

(Yukon Quest)

1993-00
1998-99

1988-97
1989-1993

1994-99

1995

1977-00
1985-97
1982-98
1994-2000
1989
1986-1989
1984-00
1998
1998-00
1991
1993
1989-99

13
10
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Campbell, Anne

Campbell, Carolyn

CEEDS

Canadian Fiction Magazine
CIBC

Canadian Literary Review
Cancopy

Candalaria, Fred

Capital Health Region
Carey, Stephen

Carson, Ed

Casper, Claudia

Cassiar Secondary School
Centennial Museum
Chatelech Secondary School
Cherneff, Beth

Clarion Books

Clarke, Susan

Clayoquot Sound Anthology
Cloverdale Slaughterhouse
Clulow-Miller, George
Coach House Press

Coastal Grower

Cole, David

CommCept Publishing Ltd.
Compugraphic Corp.
Conder, Nigel

Cook, Hugh

Cooke, Nathalie

Cooley, Shannon

Copper Canyon Press (Tree Swenson)
Cragg, Elizabeth

Cranna, Derek  (Thistledown)
Creative Connections '90
Crosbie, Lynn
Cross-Canada Writers Inc. (Ted Plantos)
Crouch, Philip

Crozier, Margaret

Cruse, Carole

D

Dancer, Kybor 1991
Day, David 1984
Dempster, Barry 1993-95
Deverell, William 1991-00
Doobenen, Chris 1983-00
Doobenen, Sharon 1981-00
Dornstein, Ken 1999
Douglas, Tom 1999-00
Drache, Arthur 2000
Drache, Sharon 1993-96
Drombolis, Nicky 1985-88
Dueck, Cory 2000
Duthie, Celia 1996-98
Dyment, Margaret 1998
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Unidentified

Manual

Miscellaneous

E

D'Acres, L.

Daigon, Ruth

Dandelion

Daniel, Lorna

Daurio, Beverley

Davidson, Dan

Davis, Wade

Deahl, James

Dearborn, Dorothy

Delta School District (No. 37)
Dennys, Louise

Descant

Dickeson, Holly

Dill, Howard, Enterprises
Donadio, Candida, & Associates
Dorsey, Candas

Doubleday Canada Ltd.
Douglas & Mclntyre

Englebrecht, W. 1981-83
Enright-Peterson, Blaise 1999

Equinox Magazine 1999

Eros Festival 1995-1997

Unidentified

Jack??

Miscellaneous

East Kootenay Community College
Ecologist

Energy Alternatives

English, James

Erlebacher, Beverley

Exile
Box 2
F
Fawcett, Brian 1992-00
Fearing, Stephen 1999-00
Ferguson, Trevor 1990-00
Fertig, Mona 1988-00
Findley, Timothy 1985
Flood, Cynthia 1990-92
Ford, Cathy 1988-98
Fraser Valley Regional Library 1983-96
Friesen, Patrick 1984-00
Friis-Baastad, Erling 1998-00

Unidentified

I
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Flory
L

Miscellaneous

Farrant, Marian
Federation of British Columbia Writers
Ferguson, Lynne

Forbes, Phyl

Ford, Gary

Fortier, Sebastien
Fowlie, Barry

Friesen, Benno

Frost, Sally

Fuerin, Carol

Furberg, Jon (Pulp Press)
Fussell, Gerald

G

Gabereau, Vicki 1994-97 2

Gardner, Geoffrey 1979 3
Gaston, Bill 1999-00 6
Gatenby, Greg 1984-93 5
Gay, Marie-Louise 1992-00 4
Gibbons, Mary 1993-00 10
Gibson, Graeme 1990-00 102
Gibson, William 1996 1

Gilbert, Michael 1993-00 26

Ginther, J. Lorne 1981 1

Glassco, John 1976-77 10
Gom, Leona 1990-98 2
Globe and Mail (Toronto) 1986-00 13

Gordon, Alison 1997 3
Grady, Wayne 1997-00 15
Gray, John 1996-97 4
Greco, Heidi 1989-00 98
Grip, Maja 1996-97 6
Unidentified

Greg & Lorelei (Yukon)

Miscellaneous

Gaetz, Dayle

Geddes, Gary (Cormorant Books)
Gibson, Andrew

Gibson, Douglas

Gilbert, Anne

Gillis, Mary

Girard, Stephen

G.L. Electronics

Godoff, Ann

Gool, Reshard

Govier, Katherine

Grain

Gray, John MacLauchlan (Beverlee)
Greater Vancouver Librarians Association
Green, Jim



Greengrass, Ed

Grierson, David (CBC)

Grigoruk, Daniel

Grove Press

Growing Circle Food Cooperative
Gruetter, Rob

Guerra, Peter (Investors Group)
Gulf Islands Driftwood

Gulf Islands Guardian

Gustafson, Ralph

Guppy, Steve (Malaspina College)

Gurr, David

H

Halfe, Louise 1995-97
Hamill, Sam 1977-89
Hancock, Geoff 1984-85
Hanoski, Evelyn 1993-94
Harbour Publishing 1994-00
Harlow, Robert 1985-00
HarperCollins (Publishing) 1993-99
Hauser, Gwen 1984-85
Hayes, Diana 1985-00
Heffron, Dorris 1989-00
Heighton, Steven 1999-00

Homel, David 1990-99
Hryniuk, Angela 1993-95

Unidentified
Martha
Yvonne

Miscellaneous
Haiven, Judy
Halbert's

Hall, Edwin (Scruncheons)
Hamilton, Jane Eaton

Hamilton, Lisa
Hanson, Lyall
Harding, Tanya
Harriman Lumber
Harris, Marjorie
Harrison, Jim
Harrowsmith
Hartog, Diana

Harvey, Mike (Langley Hypnosis Centre)

Hawkins, Jim

Henderson, Bill (bio)
Henderson, Marilyn

Henley, Thom
Hilles, Robert
Hoffer, Bill
Holden, Wayne

Holdstock, Pauline

Holley, Rennie
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Hornsby, Michael

Horsdal, Kathleen (re John Newlove)

Horsfield, Margaret

Hotel Vancouver

Howes, Mary

Huebert, Joy (Trail Public Library)

Huggan, Isabel

Hunt, Tony (Arts of the Raven Gallery - brochure)

Hutcheon, Scott (College of New Caledonia, Prince George)

Tnverarity, Geoff 1991-94
Ireland, Ann 1996-00
Ireland, Sally 1994-98

Miscellaneous
Inkster, Tim (The Porcupine's Quill)
Infoline (Sun & Province)
I.C.B.C.
Intrepid Theatre
Island Savings Credit Union
Island Tides
Islands Trust
Itani, Frances

Box 3
J
Janover, Helene 1976-88
Jones, Sal 1970-89
Unidentified
Terry
James
Jim
B
Miscellaneous
Jacobs, Nellie
Jason, Dan
Jelinek, Otto
Johnson, Danielle
Johnston, Janet (Regina Public Library)
Jolin, Bob
Jones, Doug
Jones, Dwight (Imogen Communications)
Jorgenson?, Christine
Joy, Clarence
K
Keating, Diane 1984
Kelly, M. T. 1993-94
Kern, Tanya 1986-99

Kirchhoff, Jack 1998-00

23

11
21

10
34



Klinkenberg, Rose 2000

Koensgen, Michelle 1976-79
Kuprel, Diana 1998-00
Unidentified

Nick

Miscellaneous
Kathman, Lucina
Keller, Betty
Kemp, Belinda (Doubleday)
Kernaghan, Eileen (Neville Books)
Key Porter Books
King, Paul
Kirby, ?
Kliavga, Holly
Knight, Ann
Knopf, Alfred A., Inc.
Kodak Inc.
Konyves, Tony
Kool, Wendy
Kozawa, Joy
Krangle, Karenn (Vancouver Sun)
Krueger, Lesley

Kurt, Ronald
L
Lane, Patrick 1973-01
League of Canadian Poets 1982-98
Lee, Alma 1998-00
Lee, Dennis 1994
Lesniak, Peter 1999-00
Lillard, Charles 1995
Livesay, Dorothy 1975
Livingstone, Robert 1985-00
Loewen, R. 1985-89
Lowther, Chris 1995-96
Unidentified

Emiko

Gian

Lu

Miscellaneous
Langlois, Nicole
Latremouille, Lori-Ann
Lau, Evelyn
Lester & Orpen Dennys
Levenson, Chris
Lever, Anita
Leverette, Clarke
Lightman, Sam
Liman, Claude
Link, Robert Loren
Literary Rites
Little, Bill
Little, Brown, and Company

14

17

15

409

[EN

00}

22

175

[EEN

13



Livingstone, Andy
Livingstone, Graham
Long, Jeremy

Lunn, Gary
Lunsford, Steve

M
MacRae, Mairi 1997-00
Marino, Don 1998
Martindale, Sheila 1984-85
Masse, Marcel 1989-90
Mayne, Seymour 1973-76
McDermid, Anne 1998-00
(M)Other Tongue Press 1995
Musgrave, Susan 1985-00
Unidentified

David

Jamie (David Day)

Linda

Miscellaneous
MacAllister, Ron (& Trudy)
MacFarant, Mac
Maclnnes, Judi
Mackenzie, Joan Finnigan
Macmillan of Canada
Magic Theatre
Mailling, Eric
Malahat Review
Malaspina College
Mallon, Ed
Manguel, Alberto
Mappin, Judy (Double Hook)
Margoshes, Dave
Marshall, Tom
Martin, Ross (Nerve)
Mathur, Ashok
Matthews, William
McAfee.com
MccCarthy, Julie
McClelland & Stewart Inc.
McClintock, Margaret (Coach House Press)
McFadden, David
McFadyen, Darina (Metro Toronto Library Board)
McLelland, Anne
Matthew McNair Senior Secondary School
Merrill, Judith
Microsoft Inc.
Miki, Roy
Milroy, Peter
Minkey, Bill
Mock, Irene (Kootenay School of Writing)
Moenike, Peggy
Monitor Book Co.
Moody, Richard

159
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Moore, Christopher

Moore, Jeffrey

Morningside

Morris, Maureen

Morton, Mark (Manitoba Arts Council)
Morton, Wendy

Moss, Mr. re house

Mostyn, Richard

Mulroney, Brian

Munro, John

Munro, Kathy

Murray, Dennis re Stephen Reid
Murray, Rona

Box 4

N

Newlove, John 1984-00
Norman, Chad 1990-00

Miscellaneous

National Library of Canada

National Magazine Awards Foundation
Netcentre

New Play Centre

New Quarterly

New York Shakespeare Festival

New Yorker

Nicklen, Paul

Nobile, Patricia (Salt Spring Festival of the Arts)
Northern Journey

Northern Lights

Norton

Nutter Angela

¢}
Olds, Sharon 1991
Ondaatje, Michael 1993-95

Miscellaneous

Ocean Park Nursery
Ontario Arts Council
Open Space

Organic Gardening
Oughton, John
Outerbridge, Jeff
Owen, Gerald
Owen, Trevor

P

Page, P.K. (Pat) 1988-00

Payerle, George 1992-94

Payne, Kathy 1997-00
P.E.N. 1987-90
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Petter, Chris 2000 20
Poetry Canada Review 1982-97 9
Polestar Press 1986-97 6
Press Porcepic (Porcepic Books) 1982-90 8
Priest, Robert 1985-00 6
Public Lending Right Commission 1986-93 4
Purdy, Al 1996-99 4
Unidentified

Michael?

Perce
Miscellaneous

Paris Review

Parry, John

Pater, Mr. (Anthology of Magazine Verse and Yearbook of American Poetry)

Peace Arch News

Penguin Canada

Penthouse

Phillips, Graham

Plintos?, Ted (CCWM)

Plowright, Teresa

Poetry Institute of Canada

Powell, lan (Hotel Vancouver)

Prism International

Procter, Henriette (Gulf Islands Realty)

Pulp Press

PWAC
Q
Quednau, Marion 1997-00 7
Miscellaneous

Quality Paperback Book Club

Quarry

Quill & Quire
R
Redhill, Michael 1998-00 11
Reid, Stephen 1985-99 16
Robertson, Patricia 1998-00 10
Roberton, Lesley 1985-00 4
Robinson, Eden 1999 2
Rogers, Linda 1983-99 19
Rogers, Shelagh 1999-00 4
Rosenblatt, Joe 1982-00 335
Rule, Jane 1989-94
Unidentified

Carla

Barla? Beverlee?

Miscellaneous
Radelfinger, Bernard
Raincoast
Ramsey, Kathy
Random House
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Rattray, David
Read, Les

Rebalski, Nick  (Saturday Review)

Redbook

Redl, Harry

Regal Ware Inc.
Regina Public Library
Resta, Rossella

Reid, Jamie
Revelstoke Library
Revenue Canada
Richard, Robert (CC)

Richmond Writers' Festival

Ritchie, Peter
Rivard, Ken
Rizzardi, Alfredo
Robinson, Jill
Robinson, Spider
Rodriguez, Carmen
Rodale Publications
Romana, Alfredo de

Rogal, Stan

Rooke, Leon

Ross, Stuart

Roundup (CBC)
R.C.M.P. re Roben

Ruddell, Bruce
Ruebsaat, Norbert

to Sono Nis re Brett reading

Rumble, Marion (Chalmers Elementary School)

Ryan, Denise

S

Safarik, Allan
Schermbrucker, Bill
Schroeder, Andreas
Shreve, Sandy
Siegler, Karl
Simonds, Merilyn
Skelton, Robin
Smart, Carolyn
Sono Nis Press
Sorestad, Glen
Spalding, Esta
Spalding, Linda
Stevenson, Richard
Stothers, Jesse
Sward, Joyce

Unidentified
Bev
David
Marilynne
Phyllis

Miscellaneous

(Vancouver Sun)

1971-00
1998-99
1985-00
1994-98
1988-00
1997-00
1983-93
1985-98
1983-00
1984-00
1998-00
1994-99
1990-91
1998-00
1998-00

10

10



Sainte-Marie, Elvina

Salt Spring Insurance

Salt Spring Parks & Recreation Committee
Saltwater

Saturday Night

Saul, John Ralston

Schmitt, Noreen

Schkoresky, Josef

Schoemperlen, Diane

Scofield, Greg

Scribner's

Sharpe, John

Shawnigan Lake Writers' Village
Shklander, Karen ??

Shortell, Ann

Siefken, Mrs. T. (copy)

Silcox, David  bill bissett tribute
Simmons, St. John

Simpson, Elizabeth

Sk---, Iris

Skogan, Joan

Smith, Douglas

Smith, Ronald

Soderstrom, Mary

Sollid, Karen (Spring Rain Press)
Somerville House Books

S.P.CA.

Sportsinfo

Stein, Adrian

Stoddart Publishing Company
Stubhaug, Arild

Summers, Katie

Summers, Merna

Sunday Morning (CBC)

Surrey Cultural & Arts Festivals Association Sutherland, Jim (Vancouver Sun)
Swede, George

Szerlip, Barbara

Box5
T
Taylor, Jeanette 1999 22
Thesen, Sharon 1994-97 4
Thistledown Press 1985-00 106
Thomas, Audrey 2000 2
Thomas, Deb 1998-99 23
Twigg, Alan 1987-00 4
Unidentified

Chloe & S. (Virgo?)

Circulation Manager re photography books

Miscellaneous
Talonbooks
Tayler, Anne



U

Taylor, Pat

Telion Technologies Inc.
Tesseracts

Thai Airways International
This Magazine

Thomas, lan

Thompson, Gerald
Thompson, Graeme
Thunderbird

Tihanyi, Eve
Times-Colonist

Tinker, Carol (Kenneth Rexroth)
Toberisky, David

Tobin, Monique (poem)
Tone Press

Tor Books

Toronto Star

Tribal Drum

The Trip.com

Troop, Paul

Turnstone Press

Tuttle, George

Tuttle, M.J. (paper on Free Trade)
Tymofichuk, Troy

Urquhart, Jane 1995-96
Miscellaneous

Underhill, Lenora

UBC
UofT
\Y/
Virgo, Sean 1990-00

Miscellaneous

Vancouver Chamber Choir

Vancouver Island Regional District Library System
Vancouver International Writers' Festival

V Magazine

Vancouver Sun

Vardey, Lucinda, Agency (Jan Whitford)
Vesterback, Janet

Victoria Read Society

w

Wake, Hal 1997

White, Howard 1996-00 12
Wigod, Rebecca 2000-01 7
Willard, Nona 1985-86

Williams, Stephen 1997-99

Wilson, Sheri-D 1995-00 11
Wise, Jack 1972-84

Wong, Jean 1975-90

Woodcock, George 1988-92

Wright, Ronald 1995-00 20

Writers' Development Trust 1987-00
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Writers' Union of Canada 1986-00

Wyman, Max 1998-99
Wynand, Derk 1995
Unidentified

Aleda

Andrew

Jenny  (George & Belle)
Penny (Beverley & Carmen)
Phyllis

Miscellaneous
Walker, Mike
Walker, Pat
Walker, Susan
Wall, Colleen
Walls, Anne
Ward, Jan
Waterbird Watch Collective
Watson, Hugh
Watson, Wilson, & Co.
Wayman, Tom
Weaver, Robert (CBC)
Weissman Wilkes, Claire
Weldon, Phyllis
Wemyss, Alison
West Magazine
West Coast Review
West End Cultural Centre
Western Living Magazine
Wharton, Arthur, Books
Wheeler, Sue
Whitford, Jan  (Westwood Creative Artists)
White Pine Press
Wilcox, Sharon
Wilkinson, Kate
Willingham, ?
Wilson, John
Winfax
Wolf, Ken
Wolverton Securities Ltd.
Woodcock Committee
Woods, Daniel
Word on the Street Festival
Workman, Frances
Wreggit, Andrew

Y
Young, Patricia 1995
Yzerman, Dianne 1967-69

Miscellaneous
Yao, Peter
Young, Beryl
Young, Terence
Yukon Libraries and Archives

42



Z
Zonailo, Carolyn 1980-85
Miscellanous

Zaharik, Phil

Zaslow, Jerald

Unidentified
Ursula
Feng Jun
Holly
Mary
Richard
Ronald
Robert
Phil
Pam
Susan
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