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From the 12
th

 March 1862 

To the 1
st
 September 1862 

Precis of a letter to the Hon’ble Col Macpherson R C Singapore d/ 12/3/62 

Remarks that he forgot to enclose the letter for brought from Siam by the Dutch Envoy; is glad to 

find that the Siamese are inclined to employ English. Supposes that Mr Bateman will make 

satisfactory arrangements regarding the earthwork of the sea wall. Has offered the vacant berth 

of Dy C to Mr Waller at Pinang. Fears there is no hope of relieving the Chinese woman. If 

Dunman were to resign it would only be fair to put Robertson to succeed him; the allowance 

would be cut down to Rs 700. Considers that Robertson was much to blame in the dog killing 

affair and that he ought to express his regret to the owner. Thinks that the Master Attendant 

should explain the circumstances under which the "Alliance" was licensed and denying the 

statement made by the Authorities at Cochin, a copy of this can then be sent to the Madras Govt. 

Considers that the Municipal Comrs had better delay flinging a Bridge across the River until the 

new Act is passed. 

"With regard to the deserters from the "Typhoon", if the men were British subjects, Capt Reilly 

was perfectly justified, in accordance with National law, in entertaining {entering?}them for 

service on board the "Pioneer". America has always refused to enter into any Treaty with us for 

the reciprocal surrender and apprehension of deserters and consequently deserters from her 

vessels in British ports are perfectly free to take service wherever they please. At the same time 

they have no claim for arrears of wages. Even had the "Pioneer" been in an American Port, no 

demand for their surrender could have been made." Notices that the men of the "Typhoon" have 

preferred a charge against the Mate of the vessel for ill treatment; this is not cognisable in our 

courts. Requests him to show civility to Lady Robinson wife of the Gov: of Hong Kong. 

Sd O.C. 

12/3/62 

Précis of a letter to Capt McNair 12/3/62 

Regrets to hear about the porters at Govt House and desires that it may be brought to Campbell’s 

notice. Is glad to hear of the progress made in Fort Canning; desires to know what no of feet the 

well has been sunk and how much water there is in it. Considers that there should be a drain 

between the Sea Wall and neighbouring houses and that if the building in the Square is not 

required for a post office it should be handed over to the police. 

M.P. (sd) O.C. 



Private Letter Book 

Begun 12
th

 March 1862 

20
th

 March 1862 

My dear Sir Benson 

I beg to enclose for your perusal a petition received from Hugh  

McNeil, a prisoner in Her Majesty’s Jail and shall feel much obliged by your kindly favoring me 

with your opinion as to the merits of the case, and should there be any circumstances connected 

therewith that might render the appeal deserving of consideration as to the extent that I might be 

justified in mitigating the Petitioner’s punishment without interfering with the course of Justice. 

The Prisoner made a personal appeal to me on my visiting the Jail some time since, and I then 

informed him that unless there were any extenuating circumstances in his case that might enable 

you to give his petition your support, it were vain for him to expect any relief at my hands. 

Believe me 

Yours sincerely 

(sd) O.C. 

True Copy M.P. 

To The Hon’ble Sir B Maxwell 

Recorder, Pinang 

My dear Sir Benson 

I am much obliged for the remarks you have kindly made on the Prisoner McNeil’s case. I fully 

agree with you in thinking that it would be most lamentable were he to remain in his present 

place of confinement and sincerely trust that he will ere long be removed. In my original report 

to the Supreme Government I expressed a hope that he would be transferred to the Neilgherries 

(Nilgiris?) as soon as the jail now in course of erection there should be finished and the matter 

shall not be lost sight of. 

(sd) O.C. 

22
nd

 Novr {March?} (True Copy) 

Sir B P Max M.Protheroe 

Pinang 26
th

 March /62 



My dear Playfair 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23
rd

 Instant and am glad to 

hear that there is every prospect of your soon having an interview with the three chiefs. I dare 

say the visit will have a very beneficial effect upon their friends. A trip to Singapore however 

would give them a much greater idea of our power, if they could be induced some day to make it. 

I am puzzled about your remarks with regard to Kim Singh’s ground, as I was not aware that 

there were any cultivators upon it. Indeed I had imagined that he had cleared them all out, since 

1858. Any squatters who may have sine entered upon the land without due autority should 

receive notice of ejectment, as they have no claim to purchase, the Act being only applicable to 

persons who have held the land with the knowledge and sanction of the Authorities. Indeed from 

the date that Kim Singh made his application and obtained the necessary promise that the land 

would be made over to him, it ceased to be at the disposal of the Government. Any cultivators 

who may previously have had holdings would of course have the right of pre-emption. 

The form of grant to be given to Kim Singh and Yeam Chuan should be precisely the same as 

granted to the purchasers of land in fee simple at Singapore and Pinang, so that you may easily 

obtain one or two copies from Man or Macpherson. The grant of land in fee simple gives no right 

either in England or I believe any other country to the Mineral wealth below the surface on 

which a Royalty is always paid. What may be the exact right of the Crown according to English 

law I do not exactly know, but this law would naturally affect all grants given under the old 

rules, and by these rules and {if?} there were some special reasons to the contrary, such as there 

being a large quantity of tin etc. known to be within the limits of the Land which you might 

deem it right to bring to notice, the claims of Kim Sing and Yeam Chuan would be decided. All 

land for which grants may be issued under the new regulations would of course be held in 

accordance with the provisions, and I have requested that a special clause may be issued 

specifying the amount of Royalty that would be demanded, so as to prevent any future 

misunderstanding. 

You have made no mention of the vein of Plumbago. Have you made any enquiries on the 

subject? It would be advisable to excavate a little further, as if the ore turns out to be fit for use, 

it would be extremely valuable, as there is at present only one place in the world "Cumberlain" 

where plumbago is found. 

I hope the order for the promulgation of the new Rules will arrive by the Mail. They have been a 

long time under consideration. Moniot will, I hope, be with you in about 2 months’ time and 

make Malacca his headquarters. 

Mr Hayne seems to be going in largely. The best plan would be to let him have in the first 

instance a cutting paper for the number of acres he requires. This would enable us to give him a 

little time before calling upon him to pay upand enable him to lay out his capital in procuring 

labor. As the soil does not deteriorate from the cultivation of cotton, we should not suffer ever 

{even?} if he were at the Expiration of a year or so to be unable to purchase, whilst with 

reference to the great desire of the Govt. to introduce cotton cultivation it is necessary to allow 

him a little indulgence. Man seems to have adopted this plan in Province Wellesley, whilst at 



present he has only a cutting paper with the promise that the final survey shall not be made nor 

the purchase money consequently demanded until the end of this year. 

(sd) O.C. 

True Copy 

M.Protheroe 

To Hble Capt Playfair 

Note to Major Man forwarding Proposition of Burmah S.N. Company to run a line of steamers to 

Straits etc. 

29/3/62 

Pinang 

30
th

 March 1862 

Letter to Col Macpherson R C Spore 

Mentions the appointment of Mr Waller to succeed Mr Ames as Dy Comr of Police and is glad 

to hear of the Return of Chin Tek’s family and that Mr Robertson expressed his regret for 

shooting the dog. Points out the mistake made by the Cochin Authorities respecting the 

"Alliance". Wright has applied to leave the "Hooghly" and to take up poor Wilkinson’s berth in 

the even of its being vacant. "To this I have no objection and had intended giving Mr. Noyes 

command of the "Hooghly". Before however allowing him the permanent promotion I should 

wish you to kindly let me have your opinion regarding his private character. I am told there is 

some scandal afloat at Singapore regarding his intimacy with Mr W. if there is any truth for it he 

will certainly never obtain promotion under this Government and I should be inclined to apply 

for the services of Burn’s brother. His {He} is a Lt. In the Indian Navy and anxious for 

employment in the Straits. 

I have slightly altered the Draft of the Proclamation submitted by Paterson and enclose it as well 

as the Draft of the Notification we sh issue, since I think the two will answer the purpose of 

showing that Abu Bakr has been fully recognised by us. It would be necessary for him of course 

to forward a copy of the Proclamation and to state that with reference to the intimate relations 

existing between the two States and in advertence to the promise contained in the reply to his 

communication announcing his Father’s death and his own accession to the Sovereignty he trusts 

that I will allow the Proclamation to be published in the Gazette. 

Man will be glad to send convicts per "Sir C Parry". Address of condolence should have been 

forwarded thro’ Govt of India. 



"I think it would be advisable for you to call upon Kim Singh for some iformation relative to the 

promise he states to have been made to him and, if it was in writing, to send you a copy. My own 

impression is that no such promise was ever made, for last year Wilsone, on thepart of Kim 

Singh and himself, waited on me and stated he hoped the Govt. would make a road to lead to 

their grants from the point IC marked in the map. I then told him that it was impossible for me to 

make any promise on the subject, but that I would take the matter under consideration. At the 

same time I pointed out the roads HGFE and ABCD as having been inserted in my budget and 

consequently likely soon to be commenced. Up to that time he was not even aware that any such 

road had been planned and consequently they could not have been marked in any grant issued in 

1858. Indeed it was only in the cold weather of 1859/60 that they were traced by Moniot and 

Collyer. It would be as well for you to distinctly intimate that no promise can ever be acted upon 

unless the person to whom it was made can produce some record on the subject. Endless trouble 

might ensue were the Government to act upon verbal statements. 

In my budget for this year there is an entry for $3,895 to complete the first road and of $850, 

with $1,580 convict labor, to carry on the second from D to C and thence to Ayer Rajah, but I 

cannot at present say whether my budgets will be passed. It appears to me that before the roads 

are all completed, Govt. will have spent a larger sum than it will receive for the land." 

Considers that the Bridge should be thrown across the Singapore River at Bonham Street. etc.  

(sd) O.C. 

Notification 

At the request of H.H. Datu Temengong Aboo Bakr Sro Maharajah the following Proclamation 

announcing His Highness’ assumption of the Sovereignty of Johore is published for general 

information. 

Proclamation 

H.H.Datu Tumongong Aboo Bakr Sri Maharajah under the provisions of the Treaty dated  

And in succession to his late lamented Father H.H. Datu Temengong Daing Ibrahim Sri 

Maharajah assumed the Sovereignty of Johore on the . In announcing his accession of Sovereign 

Power H.H. is pleased to declare that it will ever be his greatest aim with the blessing of God 

aided by the friendship and good councils of the British Govt to rule his country so as to promote 

the welfare, prosperity and happiness of its inhabitants. 

Tanjong Putir 

2
nd

 Day of the month Shaban 1278 

1
st
 Febry 1862 

My dear Bain, 



I certainly do not recognise the soundness of the Argument advanced by the Post Master General 

as a reason for refusing compliance with your request. I am afraid you would gain little by 

appealing against the decision to the Governor General, the Post Master General being of course 

perfectly independent of his authority, but it is possible that I may have a copy of this letter sent 

to me officially which would give me an opportunity of again pleading your cause of which I 

should certainly avail myself. 

Yours 

Pinang sd O.C. 

3
rd

 April 1862 

  

Pinang 

4
th

 April 1862 

My dear Lewis 

I was much pained and surprised to hear this morning from Major Man that before leaving in the 

"Mohr" you had granted an interview to Choon Tek Lee Coyn and On Wee Nee, all persons 

connected with Chinese Societies. The former is in fact a leader of the Society supposed to have 

instigated the disturbances at Larroot, and that in the course of conversation you remarked to one 

of them that it was quite possible the Bengal Government might not approve of my proceedings, 

thereby not only apparently casting a slight upon the Local Government but also inducing 

continued opposition to its wishes by inculcating a belief that its orders might be set aside by 

Higher Authority. 

Now, considering that you must have been aware of the duty upon which your own relative was 

to be employed, and the consequent necessity for his being considered perfectly unbiased, 

delicacy to him alone should have prevented your having any communication with parties upon 

whose claims he would most probably have to adjudicate, whilst as an old officer of this 

Government it certainly was not justifiable on your part to endeavour to being it into dispute by 

representing the possibility of its measures being disapproved. 

Personally I care little about the matter as my duty is a plain one, to cause compensation to be 

given to those British Subjects who have suffered injury at the hands of the Perak authorities 

without any reference to their connection with either of the Chinese Societies. This duty has been 

fully prescribed by the instructions received on Former occasions from the Supreme 

Government, and I am therefore perfectly satisfied as to receiving due support. I am also 

perfectly satisfied that in carrying out this duty I could not have selected a better officer than 

Smart to enquire into the nature of the claims preferred by the injured parties, and by his tact, 

judgement and conciliating Manner to obtain a settlement of such claims as he may deem just 

and proper, but I cannot but feel that the task, with the Execution of which he has been entrusted, 



may have been rendered far more difficult than I anticipated owing to the course which you have 

pursued. 

Although I feel convinced that in making the remark you did you had little thought of the effect 

that it might produce, I am sure that upon reflection you will agree with me as to the propriety of 

your ceasing in any way to be identified with Smart’s proceedings, and returning to Pinang after 

the completion of your visit to Perak. For this purpose I have sanctioned the "Mohr"’s being sent 

back as soon as Smart may be able to transfer himself to the "Hooghly", when he may take up his 

Quarters, either during the whole of his stay at Larroot or until the "Mohr" may rejoin him. 

Yours etc. 

True Copy Sd O.C. 

To W T Lewis Esq. M.Protheroe 

  

Pinang 

4
th

 April 1862 

My dear Smart, 

On descending the Hill this morning Major Man mentioned to me on the subject of your 

conversation with him yesterday and after some consideration I have come to the conclusion that 

with reference to the effect evidently produced by the observation made by Mr. Lewis to some of 

the Chinese who waited on him, it is not right that he should be in any way identified with your 

proceedings, and consequently that it is advisable that he should return hither after making his 

visit to Perak, instead of remaining with you at Larroot. 

I have mentioned my reasons for this determination in the accompanying note which I shall feel 

much obliged by your giving to Lewis, and you have my authority for temporarily detaching the 

"Mohr", so that he may have a comfortable passage back. 

As Mohamed Taib has stated in a letter of which you have a copy that he has levied a fine upon 

the rioters of $1,500 as a compensation to the relatives of the deceased Chinaman, you should 

call upon him to pay the amount as promised. Your Enquiries with regard to the losses inflicted 

during the actual disturbances should merely be of a general nature, so as to enable you to fix a 

fair sum as the compensation which in the same letter Mohamed Taib states his intention of 

calling upon the offending parties to disburse, and which sum it would hardly be expected would 

be sufficient to cover the value of every article alleged to have been destroyed or plundered. You 

should however strictly investigate all claims for confirmation {compensation?} for injuries 

sustained owing to the acts of the Larroot Authorities themselves in preventing the despatch to 

Pinang of tin ready for exportation, or by any other improper interference with our subjects. 



These latter claims should be satisfied in full. You may have a few difficulties to contend with, 

but I am assured I could not have placed the settlement of this matter in better hands. 

Yours 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy M.Protheroe 

To Captain Smart on special duty to Larrooot 

My dear Mr Campbell 

I have received no communication on the subject of the Albert testimonial and consequent on 

Her Majesty’s decision, I should hardly imagine that any steps will be taken either by the Secy of 

State or the Testimonial Committee towards the organization of any system for the collection of 

subscriptions in India, the Funds at the disposal of the {Committee?} being apparently already 

sufficient to carry out Her Majesty’s wishes. 

O.C. 

(True Copy) M.P. 

T R Campbell Esq 

Letter to Miss Ann S McCallum 75 Inaswell Street 

Glasgow 

Scotland 

Regarding the whereabouts of her brother Robert McCallum 

Pinang 9
th

 April 1862 

My dear Smart 

Your note of the 8
th

 instant has this moment reached me. I am very sorry that you should have 

supposed for a moment that I imagined either that you would in the discharge of a public duty 

have allowed yourself to be in any way biased by Mr. Lewis’ opinion or that he would himself 

have ever attempted to influence your judgement. Such I honestly assure {you?} was not the 

case but, as you are well aware, no Oriental could possibly believe that you would be unbiased 

after the opinion of so near a relative had become known. 

Hence after Lewis had intimated his belief that it was probable my proceedings might not be 

approved, thus showing his own feeling on the subject, his presence at Larroot, instead of being 



advantageous, would most likely have proved a source of difficulty and embarrassment, and for 

this reason only I deemed it advisable that he should cease to be identified with our proceedings. 

I thought I had fully explained this in my note to Lewis, but I will write to him again to remove 

any erroneous impression that may exist in his mind, and to express my thanks for the aid he has 

rendered you. You certainly have managed matters remarkably well and I have little doubt of 

your complete success. 

As the Yang de per Tuan has appointed the Laximana to investigate the claims you should, as far 

as possible, recognise his decision and only interfere in case of any glaring injustice. Provided 

anything like a fair compensation for losses is offered, we should be perfectly satisfied, as I have 

little doubt that many of the Statements made by the sufferers have been considerably 

exaggerated. 

Yours sincerely 

True Copy (sd) O.C. 

M.Protheroe 

To Capt S Smart 

Pinang 

9
th

 April 1862 

My dear Lewis 

I have this moment received Smart’s note and am really much annoyed to find that I should led 

you to suppose that I should for a moment imagine that you wd. Have attempted to influence his 

judgement in his decisions on the claims of the sufferers by the disturbance at Larroot. I can truly 

assure you that such was not the case, and I am sorry that I should have expressed myself in such 

a manner as to convey to you an erroneous impression of my meaning. 

I certainly think that, considering the duty on which Smart was to be engaged, you acted 

imprudently in allowing any Chinese to have an interview with you, except in his presence, and 

also in making any allusion to the probability of my orders being cancelled by the supreme 

Government. No Native, as you are well aware, could possibly believe otherwise than that Smart 

would naturally be influenced by the opinion of so near a relative, and that the opinion was 

opposed to the proceedings of this Government. Thus in all probability the offending parties at 

Larroot, instead of being willing to abide by Smart’s decision, would have endeavoured to throw 

every obstacle in the way of his arranging matter, in the hope that counter orders might be 

received from Bengal. Hence I certainly did not deem it advisable that you should be identified 

with his proceedings, in order that if the idea above referred to had become current amongst the 

Chinese, it might at once be removed. 



I cannot conclude without thanking you for the valuable aid you rendered Smart in his 

communications with the Yang de per Tuan, to which he attributes much of his success. 

Yours etc. 

O.C. 

(True Copy) M Protheroe 

T W T Lewis Esq 

11
th

 April 1862 

My dear Lewis 

I have just received your two notes. As I before stated, I have never entertained any doubts as to 

your most perfect integrity and uprightness, and felt perfectly convinced that, whatever might be 

your opinion, you would not in any way attempt to influence Smart’s judgement, and would 

render every possible assistance. 

At the same time I still consider that the remark made by you was injudicious and calculated to 

throw obstacles in the way of a settlement of matters, whilst it certainly was unnecessary, as it 

would have fully answered the purpose ro have stated that, if the complainants were not prepared 

to abide by the decision of the officer proceeding to Larroot to investigate their claims, this 

Government in all probability would give them no further support. 

In this business the Govt. has scrupulously abstained from recognising any Chinese 

brotherhoods. Certain of our subjects have suffered loss from the neglect of oppression of the 

Larroot authorities. The Yang de per Tuan has acknowledged their claim to compensation. The 

headman at Larroot itself has equally acknowledged it, and promised to have it settled, but for 6 

months there has been nothing but promises and my sole object now is to make both their chiefs 

fulfil their promises. If any man of the Hysan faction has been one of the Sufferers, he would of 

course have been entitled to a passage in the "Hooghly", if not his right to have a view of the 

matter could not be acknowledged. As the Laximana has been deputed by the Perak Government 

to investigate the claims of our subjects, Smart’s duty will be much lightened, and I am sure he 

will bring the affair to a successful issue. 

I am glad that you saw the Rajah Muda and that there is a prospect of his according his consent 

to your holding the Krean Lands. 

Yours etc. 

(sd) O.C. 

True Copy 



M Protheroe 

Précis of a letter to Hon’ble Col Macpherson R C Singapore d/12
th

 April 1862 

Desires to be informed whether anything can be done to improve the sanitary arrangements of 

the LunaticAsylum. Does not feel any anxiety about the Moar business as a steamer cd be 

stationed off the river to prevent supplies from going up to the Bugis. Considers that Sergt Smith 

might be put in as a drill assistant to the Volunteers on the usual pay of a drill assistant. With 

regard to the butt approves of Col Collyer’s idea of excavating a tank and with the earth dug out 

erecting a butt on the present site. Does not pay much attention to the attacks made upon the 

Police in the Free Press. Cannot permit any deviations from Act 1 of 1859 in the matter of 

examinations for mates. Is glad to hear that probably the report about Mr Noyes’ conduct is 

unfounded and if Captain Wilkinson dies direct him to put Captain Wright into the Dy Shipping 

Masters’ Appointment, Mr Noyes being made commander of the "Hooghly" and mentions that 

perhaps Burn’s Brother wd do for the Commander of the "Hooghly". Considers that the only 

promise made to Kim Singh was that a road shd be made to enable him to reach his property. Is 

of opinion that the new bridge should be thrown across at Bonham Street. Will probably not be 

in Singapore till the 2
nd

 May. 

(sd) O.C. 

M Protheroe 

Pinang 

13
th

 April 1862 

My dear Smart 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 12
th

 inst. You have I am afraid 

unfortunately made a mistake in the perusal of the letter of instructions, and have consequently 

been induced to act upon that part of it dictating the measures to be pursued in the Event of the 

Perak Govt. having omitted to depute an Agent to enquire into the matter of the claims of the 

sufferers by the disturbances at Larroot. Hence you have taken a somewhat more active part than 

I intended, as with the Laximana on board, I should have wished you to have worked through 

him, so as to have left yourself perfectly free to recommend of otherwise the acceptance of any 

compensation he might award. This mistake however you will I trust be able to rectify on the 

receipt of the instructions now being sent to you. 

Should the Laximana make his award and then report to you his inability to enforce it, on your 

return I shall send down the "Hooghly" with a requisition for the "Scout", and then with the latter 

vessel and the "Mohr", blockade the river, although you should not state this officially. There 

would be no harm in your alluding to the intended arrangement in any conversation you may 

have with the Malays on board. 



By the bye, you must be very careful to avoid either in writing or speaking, any allusion to the 

complainants or defendants belonging to one or the other of the Chinese Societies. They are not 

recognised by Govt and no agent on behalf of the Chee Hins should therefore have been allowed 

to go to Perak. In alluding to the sufferers you should merely speak of them as British subjects, 

and it is merely as individual British subjects and not as the members of any Brotherhood that 

their rights to redress can be acknowledged. I still hope that matters may be settled amicably and 

am sure that if you are unsuccessful, it will not be from want of any endeavours on your part. 

The Chinese have certainly pitched their claims rather high. Of course without seeing their 

statements it is difficult to express a decided opinion, but I should imagine that 10 or 12 thousand 

dollars would fully repay the value of all articles actually destroyed or plundered and for them 

only can they claim compensation. 

Yours etc. 

Sd/ O.C. 

True Copy 

M Protheroe 

To Captain Smart 

Pinang 

21
st
 April 1862 

My dear General 

By the Mail I have despatched to the care of the official in charge of your office at the 

presidency two specimens of cane helmets for your inspection and consideration. They appear to 

have been made up at the convict Lines at Singapore. One is covered and of the description 

usually prepared for sale and of which a large number is annually disposed of, its price including 

a white cover is about 2 Rupees. The other is of an improved kind intended to answer both for 

full and undress, being covered with black silk or calico rendered waterproof by a very simple 

process, and furnished with a Plume to screw on or off at pleasure. 

On March or Parade ground the Soldier would remove the plume and don the white cover. On 

gala days he would doff the white color and screw on the plume as well as any other equally 

removeable ornament such as Regimental number, Motto etc. it might be considered advisable to 

retain. 

You must no judge of the appearance of the helmet as a head dress by the one now sent, as the 

Plume, the only one procurable at Singapore, is horribly ugly. The intention was to have a Plume 

similar to that worn in the Prussian Army, which would have in a great measure concealed the 

front, and thus obviated the necessity for any brass mountings as a relief to the Black Cover. 

Such plumes could doubtless be obtained from England at a trifling cost. 



The great advantage of this description of helmet is its lightness, durability, the protection it 

afford both from sun and rain and its fitness, with the aid of a proper plume, for all duties, so that 

the soldier need carry no second head dress. It could be made up at any jail in India, and the cost 

ought to be moderate. 

We have always had a great demand for those of the ordinary description kept in store for sale, 

more especially from the French Troops passing S.pore and they have I believe been much 

approved of. 

etc. etc. etc 

(sd) O.C. 

True Copy M.P. 

To Maj: Gl: Beecher 

Quarter Master Gl 

Précis of a letter to Capt Fraser Alguada Light House d/ 26
th

 April 1862 

Acknowledges the receipt of his letter of the 24
th

 Febr last; approves of his recommending 

Bennett for promotion to a higher grade. Will make the necessary arrangements for entertaining 

Mr Clay. Will keep Bennett at Spore as long as he can. 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy 

M.P. 

My dear Macpherson 

I should be very much obliged if you could kindly obtain for me quietly information on the 

following points. 

1
st
. What is the nature of the tenure on which Sir J.Brooke holds Sarawak. Has the country been 

actually ceded to him or is he in any way a feudatory of the Sultan of Borneo. 

2. What is the extent of the territory he lately acquired and what are the terms on which it was 

made over to him. I fancy he merely farms this last track from the Sultan of Sarawak. 

3. From what sources is the revenue derived and what is the present amount of Reveneu and the 

prospect of its increasing or otherwise. 



4. What has been the amount of trade between Sarawak and Singapore for the last two years. 

This we can obtain from the Import and Export office. 

5. What are the privileges that have been conceded by Sir James to the Borneo Company. How 

long are these privileges granted for and what is the Equivalent given to Sir James. 

6. What is the amount of our trade at present with the North of Borneo between Sarawak and 

Brunei, and is there any chance of that trade being increased and what is its nature. 

7. What are the present expenses of the colony, the number of officials etc. 

You may perhaps be able to manage this for me without exerting {arousing?} any suspicion. 

Were I to make Enquiries, it would be at once supposed that some orders had arrived regarding 

Sarawak, which is not the case though I have been privately informed that information on the 

subject would be acceptable, and therefore wish if possible to make a full report on the 

Settlement. 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy 

M.P. 

My dear Sir Richard, 

I have the pleasure to enclose the Draft of a Rule of the court which at the request of Sir Benson 

Maxwell I promised to submit for your consideration. Would you approve of the proposed 

amendment to his Regulations now in force? I need hardly say that it would meet with my 

concurrence. 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy 

M.P. 

To Sir R B McCausland 

Singapore 

14
th

 May 1862 

My dear Admiral 



On the receipt of your kind letter of the 30
th

 Ult I lost no time in communicating with the Senior 

Naval officer on the Station on the subject of taking steps to check the depredations of the 

Lanoon Pirates on the N. and N.W. coasts of Borneo as promised. 

Captain Corbett informs me that, in consequence of a communication I made some time back to 

the Admiral relative to the expediency of curbing these marauders, some instructions have been 

issued to the Commodore sd John Hay, but unfortunately he left there for Suez with the Japanese 

Ambassadors previous to Captain Corbett’s arrival and omitted to furnish a copy of the 

instructions for his guidance. As however the Odin Lord John Hay’s vessel is now on her return 

and has in all probability already reached Galle, it is likely that he will ere long address you 

officially on this matter. 

I fully concur in the opinion you have expressed as to the propriety of putting a stop to these 

piratical excursions on the part of the Llanoons as the injury thereby caused to commerce must 

be very great. 

It is very unfortunate that I missed seeing Mr London when on his way to Siam, as the question 

of our cooperation with your force might then have been determined some time back, as I should 

not have failed making known the wishes of the Netherlands Indies Government to Admiral 

Hope by the first mail etc. 

Sd / O.C. 

True Copy 

M Protheroe 

To Rear Admiral May 

Naval C. in C. 

Batavia 

Singapore 

May 17
th

 1862 

My dear Greathed 

A notice has recently I believe appeared in the military Papers at home to the Effect that 

Government has determined to issue cloth to Volunteers at Contract Prices merely charging 5 per 

cent for Establishment Expenses, and the Officer Comy one of the Straits Vol. Corps or rather 

Companies, for they do not each muster more than about 50 including all ranks, has as you will 

perceive from his letter, of which I enclose a copy, solicited to be allowed the same indulgence. I 

should therefore really feel extremely obliged if you could kindly ascertain for me from the 

proper Quarter whether the determination of Govt. would be deemed applicable to Indian 



Volunteers, and if so deemed, what would be the proper course to pursue in order to obtain the 

cloth. I am sorry to give you this trouble but just at present I know of no other person to whom I 

could apply etc. etc. 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy M Protheroe 

Lt Col W Greathed C.B. 

Asst Mil. Secr 

Forwards 1
st
 of Exchange to Messs Elkington & Co for £27.5.8 in liquidation of his accounts 

rendered with their letter of the 25
th

 March 1861 

17/5/62 

  

  

Précis of a letter to the Hon’ble Major Man d/ 18
th

 May 1861 

Thanks him for his letter; regrets that the Larroot people should have run a cargo down to the 

Perak River and approves of all his proceedings in regard to that business. With regard to 

Sandiland’s claim on the part of the Burmah S N Company desires him to point out that the 

Company have only asked for sufficient ground to form a coal Depot and not to make a 

headquarters station; has sanctioned Moniot’s leave which should commence from the date of his 

receiving the Gazette containing the order. Has much pleasure in putting his nephew down as 

candidate for employment under this Govt. though it is impossible to say when a vacancy will 

take place. Has just received is letter per Singapore and is glad to hear of the probability of the 

Larroot people coming to terms and states that the "Scout" after visiting Sarawak and Bangkok 

will proceed to Sumatra. 

M.P. 

Singapore 

19
th

 May 1862 

My dear Sir Benson, 

Your letter in reply to the official communication conveying the thanks of the Dutch 

Government for you courtesy to Admiral May reached me whilst I was en route to the practice 

ground and will be duly forwarded to Calcutta by the next Mail. I acknowledged its receipt in a 



note to have been despatched by the "Hooghly", but which unfortunately did not reach the 

harbour until after the steamer had left.  

I have now the pleasure in accordance with my promise to forward for your perusal a copy of the 

South Australian Real Property Act which I have lately received from Adelaide 

I lost no time in submitting your proposed Rule of Court to Sir Richard McCausland. He 

perfectly coincides with you as to the propriety of the change but has made some verbal 

alterations in order to meet an existing rule of court d/ 21
st
 Janry 1832 and also to conform to the 

practice in England where the number of days (holidays) observed at Xmas is, Sir Richard states, 

3 and not 7. Should you approve of the Rule in the modified form and will kindly return it after 

attaching your signature, it will be duly signed by Sir Richard and myself. 

I have taken advantage of your kind offer to prepare the Draft of the Bill for extending the 

powers of Municipal Commissioners to enclose the correspondence on the subject. I need not 

add that I really am much obliged to you for undertaking the task. 

Sd O.C. 

True copy 

M Protheroe 

  

Letter d/23
rd

 May 1862 was sent to H.E. the Governor of Labuan informing him of the departure 

per Mail of Mr I Millar to take up his appointment at Labuan; requesting any news he may be 

able to give regarding the Lanoon Pirates and intimating that probably a Chief Constable can be 

obtained for him shortly. etc. 

M Protheroe 

Singapore 23
rd

 May 

My Lord 

Your Lordship’s letter did not reach me till after the departure of the Calcutta Mail. Hence I have 

been unable to reply to the queries therein contained, which I will now proceed to answer 

seriatim, as early as I could have wished. 

1
st
. Sir James Brooke holds Sarawak under a deed of cession from the Sultan of Borneo d/1

st
 

August 1842 and satisfied {ratified?} by the Sultan’s Successor in August 1846. A translation of 

the original deed is given at Page 290 of Brooke’s letters. It contains no allusion to the payment 

of any annual tribute though such tribute was certainly imposed, but refers to Sarawak as a 

Dependency of Borneo, and requires the permission of the sultan to any transfer of the 

Government to a European. In his evidence before the commission that assembled at Singapore 



in 1854 Sir J.Brooke declared himself to be independent of the Sultan, although acknowledging 

that in accordance with the deed of cession the annual tribute of $2,000 at first demanded had 

been commuted for a payment of £1,000, to be made to the Sultan on the demise of each 

succeeding holder of the country. Sarawak is, I conceive, virtually independent of the Sultan 

though nominally the Ruler may be one of his feudatories. Of course were the country to be 

transferred to the British Govt. no doubt could be allowed to remain on this point and I should 

anticipate little difficulty in obtaining the Sultan’s acquiescence to any terms that might be 

proposed in order to render the cession complete. 

In addition to the Govt. of Sarawak proper, under a concession granted, I believe, by the Sultan 

last year, Sir James holds the exclusive privilege of farming the resources of the District of 

Bintulu, embracing a line of coast two or three hundred miles in extent, between the boundary of 

Sarawak and Tanjong Kadarrang, and including the Rivers from which the supply of sago is 

received. For this privilege an annual payment of $6,000 is made to the Sultan. 

2. The Revenue of Sarawak is derived from a Royalty on gold, antimony, silver, iron and other 

mineral products, from the opium, spirit and gambling farms, ground rents, fisheries and fines. It 

was estimated some years ago at £5,000 per annum but it varies in amount and I have been 

unable to ascertain its present value. The country has doubtless suffered much from the 

disturbances that have from time to time occurred owing to the want of a strong Government. 

Matters however now wear a peaceful aspect and there appears little doubt as to its rapidly 

increasing prosperity. The privilege of working the Antimony mines and all other mines has been 

conceded to the borneo Company for a period of 50 years, the Company paying a Royalty of £2 

a Ton for the first thousand tons and £1 per ton for all in excess to the quantity and binding 

themselves to remove not less than 1,000 tons of antimony annually. Latterly with the view 

perhaps of obtaining more favourable terms the Company have not been working the mines fully 

but in the event of the success of the patent lately taken out for manufacturing paint from 

antimony, the demand will be very great and a corresponding increase take place in the amount 

to be received under this arrangement (this has led to the importation into England of antimony 

from the German Mines.) 

The cultivation of Sugar Cane has recently been introduced into Sarawak with success, and it is 

possible that the culture of cotton may also be attempted. The soil is generally described as being 

extremely rich. 

The value as estimated at Singapore of Imports from Sarawak amounted during the last two 

years to $197,590 and after Exports to $303,981. This did not include the direct trade between 

Sarawak and England. 

The Establishment for the Administration of the Government at Sarawak is by no means large 

and the officials are comparatively speaking ill paid. It is supposed that at present the Revenue 

barely meets the Expenses of the Settlement which however include the allowance received by 

Sir James Brooke. 

Our Imports from the Northwest Coast of Borneo are shown by the Trade returns of Singapore 

consist of Sago, Rattans, Birds nests, ees wax, Black pepper, Gutta (Percha?) India Rubber, 



Gold, Diamonds etc. and amounted in value during the past two years to $1,337,536 and the 

Exports, chiefly piece goods, crockery, earthenware, cotton twist, arms and ammunition, Steel 

Iron, Tobacco and Treasure during the same period were valued at $1,005,269. This trade, it is 

believed by those who ought to be competent to pass an opinion on the matter, is capable of great 

expansion. At present it is exposed to the attacks of the Lamon {Lanun?} Pirates who annually 

commit great depredations along the coast. If these depredations were prevented, our commerce 

in this quarter would at once commence of {to?} increase. The question of making with the 

Dutch a combined attack on the Strongholds of these Pirates is now under consideration with 

H.E. Sir James Hope, and from private letters I have received from the Dutch Naval C.in.C., I am 

induced to believe that the Netherlands Indian Government would be willing to cooperate with 

our forces. 

The trade of the N.W.Coast of Borneo is now almost entirely in our hands, whilst we have lost 

much of that of the Southern and Eastern Coasts, which is gradually becoming monopolized by 

the Dutch who, if I am to judge from the reports that occasionally reach me, are not very rigid in 

their observance of articles iii and iv of the Treaty of the 17
th

 March 1824. Hence it is a matter of 

considerable importance that we should retain our influence to the North if we hope to find a 

mart for our goods in exchange for a supply of the valuable products of the country. This 

influence would certainly be eventually affected by the transfer of Sarawak to any foreign 

Government. Moreover with reference to its vicinity to the route traversed …..(marginal note) 

Within the last few months one of our wealthy Chinese merchants has deemed it advisable to 

close his operations in that quarter….by vessels proceeding to China and the recent location of a 

large French Force in Cochin China, it would not be politic to surrender a Settlement likely to 

afford a harbour of refuge for Merchant vessels and a convenient coal depot for our Men of War. 

With Sarawak in the hands of an Enemy Labuan could not be held except at great expense, and 

out trade with China would be perfectly exposed to attacks from both sides, attacks which, unless 

we had a very preponderating Naval Force so as to admit of our at once blockading all hostile 

points, the utmost vigilance of our Navy could hardly prevent our suffering severely. 

My last accounts from Labuan allude (more) favourably than hitherto to the prospects of the 

Coal Company, and should the new mining operations prove successful, the Settlement in case of 

war will become a very important station. 

It is evidently to the advantage of Great Britain to exercise a command over {the} Settlt. Of 

Sarawak as a means of extending and protecting our commerce. The present Government of the 

Settlement is certainly an anomaly. It is a Govt. to which on the broad principle that every 

British Officer is bound to afford protection to British life and property we are compelled to 

render assistance and support, whilst we have no power to control its actions and then to prevent 

its becoming embroiled with neighboring chiefs. Under these circumstances I cannot but suppose 

that it would be advisable to depute an officer to Sarawak armed with authority from Sir James 

Brooke to call for and examine all papers connected with the political relations of its present 

Government with the Sultan and other chiefs, as well as with the details of its civil 

administration, so as to admit of his furnishing a full and detailed Report on all points on which 

information may be needed to enable H.M. Govt. to take the question of the Transfer into 

consideration. 



Should it be considered that from my experience in the Archipelago my services in conducting 

the inquiry might be useful, and your Lordship be pleased to approve of this arrangement, I 

might be ordered over to Sarawak any time between the18th Septr and 15
th

 Nov without 

detriment to the performance of my own duties in the Straits, as during that period, as a general 

rule, the work in my office is comparatively slack, Report for the Revenue year having been 

furnished to the Supreme Govt. whilst the return on which to frame the Estimates as for the 

ensuing year have never hardly been received from the subordinate officers. 

Your Lordship’s kindness in allowing me to allude to any matter connected with my own 

Government emboldens me to remark on the want of any fixed line of policy with regard to our 

relations with Native States. Since I have been in charge I have considered it my duty to 

encourage, as far as possible, the chiefs to look to us for advice and assistance in the settlement 

of their petty disputes; to cause our Govt. to be respected as the paramount power in the Malay 

Peninsula; and to maintain the general peace I was to afford no pretext for any Foreign European 

interference. 

The Supreme Government has been pleased to approve generally of my proceedings. At the 

same time I can discover no distinct rule for my guidance. In this respect your Lordship will not, 

I trust, misunderstand me or consider that I shrink from any responsibility which must attach to 

my office. I should be undeserving of my position were such the case, but to a Subordinate 

authority it must always be a satisfaction to feel that he is carrying out the General views of his 

Superiors, and although when an Emergency arises he must act to the best of his own judgement 

and suffer for any error for which he may be guilty, yet in forming that judgement he is much 

more likely to determine rightly when directed by some general principle than when merely 

reasoning on the merits of each individual case. I am happy to say that at present I have no 

reason to anticipate the occurrence of any event likely to give trouble, With the exception of 

some petty border disputes in Moar the Peninsula appears free from disturbances and the chiefs 

are all well disposed. 

(sd) O.C. 

True Copy 

M Protheroe To The Viceroy 

Singapore 23
rd

 May 

My dear Playfair, 

I wrote a long letter to your address for dispatch by the "Hooghly" but unfortunately it did not 

reach the Harbour until after she had departed, and latterly I have been so busy preparing for our 

Calcutta Mail and getting my papers in order that I have had little or no leisure for writing. 

Macpherson has he tells me written a long letter to Kim Singh pointing out that in no case has 

the Govt ever relinquished its right of Royalty over Mineral products. Only recently the question 

has been under consideration of the Law Officers in England with reference to H.M.’s claim to 



this Royalty on a mine in Cornwall mining under the sea beyond low water mark. The Royalty of 

the Duchy of Cornwall having been specially ceded to the Price of W. as Duke of that county. 

The point at issue was whether the royalty of the particular mine belonged to H.M. or the Prince. 

I do not know whether it has yet been decided. 

Hitherto this question of royalty has never been raised in the Straits because neither at Pinang nor 

Singapore are there mines of any value, but the right to buy it even at these stations has never 

been abandoned. At Malacca however the matter has never been lost sight of. In all 

correspondence regarding the land the Royalty is always alluded to and Mr Blundell or Col 

Butterworth, I forget which, obtained from the Supreme Court at Java an opinion as to the right 

of Government to claim it even although the land might be held by the original grantees and this 

opinion was most clear that the claim was one admitted in all countries, and that the mere 

granting away the land did not cancel the rights of Government in this respect. 

Had the Supreme Government been able to meet my wishes and send down a scientific Geologist 

to make a proper Survey of the Country, in all probability we should have received all land 

pointed out in his maps as contaiing Mineral wealth and disposed of then under special 

conditions, but as it is we are selling the land wholesale and consequently it is necessary to have 

a general reservation on this point to prevent misconception and future disputes. 

This will not however prevent the Government from taking into consideration any special 

request that may be submitted and should Kim Singh or any one else be prepared to commence 

mining operations on a large scale, so as to add materially to the wealth of the Country, I should 

be quite prepared to give his proposal for a reduction of the royalty a fair hearing, and also 

recommend it to the favourable consideration of the Govr Genl In Council. But this question 

would of course have to be discussed on its own particular merits. 

As it is, Government disposes of the ground for agricultural purposes, and the proprietor may do 

what he pleases with it in the way of agriculture, but if he wishes to increase his wealth by 

mining operations, he must pay the Govt. Royalty on all ore brought up to the surface. Had this 

Regn not been insisted upon it would have been impossible for the govt. to have attempted to sell 

land in a district known to be full of mineral wealth until the whole country had been fully 

explored and examined, and there would have been years of delay. 

Your note recommending the limit round the town to five miles did not arrive till after the 

Notification had been issued with no accordance with what you mentioned to me when I passed 

through. Four miles was made the limit but as the town itself must extend upwards of a mile in 

every direction round the Studt. {Stadt} House, I hope you will find four miles sufficient. I do 

not know whether your Munl. Limits are clearly defined as at Singapore, but if not I suppose 

they are sufficiently understood to enable you to decide as to the points from which the four 

miles are to be drawn. Of course it is not the wish of Government to drive a hard bargain with 

the cultivators. All that is necessary is to obtain a semi-Equivalent to the fair value of the amount 

we at present receive. If I remember rightly, in India the purchase money was fixed at 20 years’ 

rent. This perhaps may serve as a guide to enable you to make a just award. 



Have you heard anything about the runaway convicts from Cape Rachado? I should be glad to 

learn that some of them had been recaptured. I am expecting the "Hooghly" daily, our last 

accounts from Perak having been favourable and the Sultan having written to me to mention that 

our claim should be settled. Could you have an addition made to the Quarters in the Convict Jail, 

so as to enable them to give the necessary accommodation to the Commissariat. It would be a 

very good position for the Stores being so centrical. I should not like to deprive of a Wharf on 

the other side of the River if it can be avoided. However perhaps your own plan will answer. 

Better tell Evans to prepare a plan shewing the alterations proposed, with an estimate of the 

expense. Will you have plenty of room for the Police Office and Commissariat both in the 

Arsenal? If Rajah Inmahat {Jumaat?}were to give you a copy of the last grant, it would answer 

our purpose and be attached to the letter from the Sultan, in which he states that the original 

cession has been confirmed. Yeam Chuan promised Burn I think to get back the original. I 

suppose he has been unable to do so. 

Sd O.C. 

PS I hope Mitchell is giving satisfaction and that Kim Singh is pleased with the bridge. 

My dear Read 

As I hear that it is probable that you may take some interest in the question of developing the 

Mineral resources of Malacca, I write these few lines to mention that although selling the land, as 

we are now doing wholesale, without being able to ascertain the precise localities where valuable 

ore which we know exists is to be found, it has been necessary to retain the Royalty at the old 

Rate. This will not prevent due consideration being given to a claim for a reduction on the part of 

any Company that might be formed for the purpose of working the mines in any particular 

district, so as really to benefit the Country, and although I fancy by the Act I have not the power 

of making any exception in favor of such company, yet I should be most happy to support any 

well digested scheme with my recommendation. 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy 

M.P. 

To W H Read Esq. 

Précis of a letter to Capt Playfair Ag R C Malacca 

Acknowledges the receipt of his note of the 21
st
 inst; cannot give any certain information 

regarding the Steamers; regrets to hear of the prospects of a row between Rambow and Lookoot. 

M.P. (sd) O.C. 

My dear Brown 



I have much pleasure in enclosing the promised note of introduction to the Secy to Govt at 

Madras for Mr Lamb and trust that it may be of use to him carrying out the object with which he 

is visiting that Presidency. I am only sorry that I have no personal acquaintance with any of the 

court authorities that might enable me to further his views, in other ways. 

Sd O.C. 

June 3
rd

 1862 

To Forbes Brown esq. 

Enclosure 

Govt House Spore 

3
rd

 June 

My dear Sir 

I have been requested with a view to prevent any misconception as to the nature of his errand, 

and also if possible to secure the countenance of the Madras Authorities to the undertaking to 

furnish the bearer, Mr Lamb, with a few lines to your address the specifying the purpose with 

which he is about to visit your Presidency and soliciting any kind assistance it may be in your 

power to afford him. 

Mr Lamb is the Agent in the Straits of Mr Horsman M.P. who has several sugar Estates in 

Province Wellesley and has done much for the improvement of that district. On these Estates a 

large number of laborers, consisting chiefly of Madrassies and Javanese, are always employed 

and hitherto the supply of labor has been about equal to the demand. Consequent however upon 

the increased rates of passage money from madras which must act as a bar to the coming over of 

many, the influx of coolies from that Presidency has somewhat diminished, whilst the stringent 

rules recently established by the Dutch with regard to their subjects leaving Java has in a 

measure cut off that source of supply. 

Moreover as Province {Wellesley} is being brought more and more under cultivation, there is a 

greater need for labor. Hence Mr Lamb is proceeding to the Coast, taking with him I believe one 

or two headmen who have been employed on the Estates under his charge, with the object of 

engaging laborers to be brought over in a vessel chartered for the purpose, and making if 

practicable arrangements for securing a regular supply in future. 

From the reports received from the Civil Officer in charge of the District, as well as from my 

own observation, for I generally visit several of the factories in the course of my annual tour of 

inspection, I believe I may confidently state that in no place are natives of India better paid and 

better treated than in Province Wellesley. 

I remain etc. 



(sd) O.C. 

To the Chief Secy to Govt Madras 

(True Copies)  

M Protheroe Lt 

Scy 

3
rd

 June Singapore 

Mr dear Mr Blackburn 

I am afraid I cannot hold out to you any strong hope of succeeding to a vacancy at Singapore, the 

appointments in my Government being, as you are aware, but few, whilst the candidates are 

somewhat numerous. I have long ago in fact previous to your appointment at Pinang 

recommended that the office of Coroner should be abolished in the Straits, the duties at 

Singapore being performed by a second Magistrate and at Pinang by a second Dy Commissioner 

of Police. Whether my recommendation is likely to be carried out or not I cannot at present say, 

the question like many others having been placed in abeyance pending the decision of the Home 

Govt as to the transfer. Should however the Coronership of Singapore be continued and the 

office vacated by the present incumbent, I should be happy to meet your wishes and sanction 

your transfer. 

Sd O.C. 

(True Copy) M Protheroe Scy 

To J Blackburn Esq 

My dear Corbett 

Would you kindly favor me with a memo of the average expenditure of coal and the consequent 

probable cost per diem of moving a vessel like the "Scout". I cannot help thinking that it would 

be a saving to H.M.’s Govt. to allow me, instead of the "Hooghly", a steamer like the "Pluto" or 

"Nemesis", both now lying idle, which would be useful for relieving the different detachments 

and at the same time might always be available to act as a tender to the Man of War, when her 

services might be required along the coast of Borneo or Sumatra or amongst the Islands. Such a 

vessel, with a party of Europeans on board, would soon clear these seas of Pirates, whilst the 

expense of sending her on a cruise would be comparatively trifling. 

Yours (sd) O.C. 

To Capt Corbett R.N. 



S.N.O. 

  

My dear Sir, 

I shall feel much obliged by your kindly informing me whether there is any probability of the 

"Hooghly" being retained in Commission and sent back to the Straits after she has been 

thoroughly repaired. 

My principal object in making the Enquiry is with reference to some changes I had intended, 

under which Captain Wright would be removed to a shore appointment and Captain Noyes 

transferred to the "Hooghly", by which arrangement a saving of Rs. 1,800 per annum would be 

effected. At the same time I cannot but take the opportunity of pointing out the serious 

inconveniences to which I should be subjected in carrying on the duties of the Government 

without the aid of a proper Steamer. 

It is true that a man of War is occasionally stationed in the Straits, but she is often absent for 

months, and consequent on the state of affairs in China, may now at any time be withdrawn, 

whilst even when she is present I hardly feel justified in applying for her services to cruise after 

petty pirates, the cost of uel for a steamer of her size being so great. Moreover in nine cases out 

of ten the pirate boats would be able to get away from her by running into shallow water. 

Scarcely a month passes that there is not some demand for the services of a steamer, and only a 

few days ago, the "Hooghly" being absent employed on the Blockade of the Larroot River, a 

Piracy was committed in the very Harbour of Singapore, and a large sized Chinese junk carried 

off from the midst almost of the Shipping. 

I cannot well remove one of the small Steamers from either Pinang or Malacca, for they are 

much needed at both stations, and are always well employed in the performance of either 

Political or Police duties. Indeed the tranquillity of the Peninsula and the elimination during the 

past year of Piracy in the Straits may in great measure be attributed to their presence. 

As it is absolutely necessary that I should have the means of communicating with the different 

Lighthouses, if deprived of the Steamer at Singapore, I shall be obliged to recommission the old 

gunboat now laying in ordinary, and the expense of her Establishment, with the charges for 

relieving troops, transporting stores, etc. will, independent of the allowance to be granted to the 

Burmah Company, I really believe fully equal the cost of keeping an efficient steamer, whilst in 

the event of any necessity arising for the services of a steamer during the absence of a Man of 

War, I shall have no means for meeting the emergency. 

At this present moment I have two petitions in my box regarding the alleged ill treatment of 

British subjects on the Sumatra coast, respecting which enquiries will have to be made by the 

"Hooghly" as soon as she returns, the "Scout" being about to proceed to Sarawal and Labuan and 

subsequently to Bangkok and Saigon, so that she will hardly be on the Station until about the end 

of next month. 



I am writing officially regarding the necessity for making arrangements for the due conveyance 

of the Court and Establishment to and from Malacca, so as to admit of the sessions being opened 

on the dates prescribed by the charter. The dates of my own departure and return on my tour of 

Inspection to Pinang and Malacca are not so unchangeable, though they are generally fixed with 

reference to the requirements of the Public Service. And as I am occasionally unavoidably 

detained for one or two days, much inconvenience might be caused were I obliged to remain for 

a whole month waiting for another opportunity. As for Malacca where I have generally staid a 

fortnight and visited the whole of the interior, inspecting the Police Stations, new lines of road 

etc., I am afraid I must be content with paying it a mere passing visit, as I presume the Steamer 

will not remain there more than 24 hours. 

I am informed that the Admiral has ordered the relief of the Labuan Detacht to take place always 

in April and only in that month. This involves a corresponding relief of the whole of the 

Detachment at Malacca, the out station being taken alternately by the Corps at Singapore and 

Pinang, and for this some arrangements will have to be specially made, otherwise one of the 

stations would be nearly deluded {denuded} of Troops for about a month.  

As I have not yet seen a copy of the proposed contract I do not know whether any power is 

vested in the Local Authorities to detain a Steamer for any prescribed period at any station.. 

Should it be essential to the interests of the Public Service, this power might often be found 

extremely useful. There will be little work for the Contract Steamers between Burmah and the 

Straits as Rice and Cocoanuts, the principal articles of trade, cannot pay a very high freight. 

Between Pinang and Singapore, if the Steamers are punctual and their charges reasonable, they 

may find Employment, for had the "Hooghly" been in good order, I could almost have paid her 

Expenses from Private freight and passengers. As a means of postal communication the new line 

will be perfectly useless as letters and parcels will always reach Clacutta quicker by the direct 

Steamers and in some cases, even via Galle by the P. & O. vessels. 

The second and third class engineers ordered down for the "Tonze" have not yet made their 

appearance. Mr Oliver, the Engineer now in charge seems to be a well conducted, intelligent 

man, and when he is relieved I should be glad to hear of his obtaining employment. I received a 

letter from his wife last mail asking me to allow her to be provided with a passage down from 

Calcutta to join him, the Expense being recovered by instalments from his pay, but of course 

with the uncertainty as to the length of his stay in the Straits I have been unable to send her an 

answer. 

I am thinking of proposing in my next public works Budget to construct a Screw Pile Lighthouse 

on the North Sands in lieu of the present floating Light. As far as I have been able to ascertain 

the arrangement would be both efficient and economical, and if it is in your power to afford me 

any information on the subject of the Erection of Lighthouses of the above description I should 

feel extremely obliged. 

I am happy to say the little Sarawak Steamer "Rainbow" has had the good fortune to come in 

contact with a fleet of Lamon {Lanoon?} Pirates and made a most successful attack upon them. 

Amongst the prisoners rescued from their hands were several British subjects. The news from 

China does not seem very satisfactory. It is to be hoped we may be spared another Chinese War. 



Yours etc. 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy 

M Protheroe 

To Capt: Reddie 

Offg Secy to Govt of India 

Mar: Dept 

Précis of a letter to Major Man R C Pinang 5
th

/6/62 

Presumes that the "Hooghly" is doing her work satisfactorily as she has not yet made her 

appearance and that there will be no occasion for the services of the "Scout" at Larroot. Inquires 

regarding the Lebar Ikan Mati Swamp: trusts that Hilliard will take the levels in both directions 

of it and intimates that before the work of draining it is commenced the amount of the proprietors 

through whose lands the canal wd be cut wd pay towards it must be settled. Mentions that the Dy 

Comr of Police here receives no home allowance and asks regarding his establishment for the 

Stamp Act. 

Singapore 9
th

 June 

My dear Playfair 

Yours of the 7
th

 reached me last evening. I have to send a few lines in reply. With regard to the 

land to be purchased by Kim Singh and Yeam Chuan, there are to be no stipulations as regards 

the period within which it is to be cleared. They are to receive it on exactly the same terms that 

they would receive land at the other stations. The provisions relative to its being subject to the 

prescribed Royalty on mineral produce being generally asserted to prevent misconception 

hereafter as I before stated. Although it has been deemed advisable to make no reduction in the 

royalty in issuing grants generally, I am quite prepared to take into consideration any claim to 

remission on the part of the proprietors of a scheme for developing the resources of the Country 

on a large scale, and I have already mentioned this to Read, who has taken an interest in the 

matter and promised to make my views known at home, where I believe there is some talk of a 

company being established for the purpose of working the Malacca mines. Of course at present I 

cannot say very positively what would be the Extent of the reduction that might be authorized, 

but looking over some old correspondence I notice that Macpherson held out hope that it might 

be reduced to 5 per cent and upon good grounds I might feel inclined to accept that rate. 

(insert) 

Précis of a letter to Sir Benson Maxwell Recorder of Pinang d/12/6/62 



Thanks him for the preparation of the Act and enquires whether he can reduce his office 

Establishment. 

Précis of a letter to Capt Gottlieb d/ 12/6/62 

Will see after the preparation of the administration report whether his designation can be 

changed to Master Attendant. 

Letter to Captain Playfair d/12/6/62 

Regarding Royalty on lands at Malacca. 

Letter to Capt Man R C Pinang 

Regarding trip in the "Scout" 

M.P. 

(end of insert) 

Letter to Hon’ble Major Man R C Pinang d/ 19
th

 June 

Acknowledges receipt of his letter of the 8
th

 inst: Thanks him for having despatched the note to 

Durrand. Returns the correspondence received from the Rajah of Assahan and states  

"It is difficult to decide how it is to be answered. I think you had better content yourself with 

stating that in order to prevent any pretext for interference on the part of any foreign Power he 

should treat their subjects, when visiting his country, with kindness and courtesy, should prevent 

any of his people from being guilty of acts of violence and injustice towards them and should 

adhere faithfully to the provisions of any Treaties similar to that concluded with our own 

Government in 1823 which may exist between the rulers of Assahan and other States. I do not 

know whether any engagement has been made with the Dutch but even if there is none existing, 

there can be no harm in your writing in general terms, so as to prevent any cause for complaint 

on the part of the Netherlands Authorities hereafter." 

Mentions the signing of the Treaty by the Bandahara of Pahang and Tumongong of Johore. 

States that the Datu Klana of Sungei Ujong has arrived at Malacca and that the Rajahs of 

Rambow and Johole are shortly expected there, and that Mayne is going to Pinang shortly. 

Considers that Mr Jones would be the best Commissioner of Stamps. 

M P 

20
th

 June 1862 Singapore 

My dear Sir 



With reference to my official letter announcing the conclusion of Peace between the French and 

Spaniards on the one part and the Cochin Chinese o the other, I deem it right to mention for the 

information of H.E. the Governor General that as far as I have been able to ascertain the 

principal conditions of the Treaty are as follows. 

1
st
. Cession of the 6 Provinces to France. 

2
nd

. Payment of an indemnity of $4,000,000 towards the expenses of the War. 

3
rd

. Freedom of Trade. 

4
th

. Assistance by France to quell the rebellion in Tonquin and the aid of French Officers  

in instructing Annamese Troops. 

It is reported in the papers that there are additional clauses {providing that no concessions 

are?}to be made to other European Powers or treaties concluded with them without the consent 

of France, that toleration of religion is to be allowed, and that the Country of Cochin China is to 

be open to all Europeans travelling with French passes. My informant did not allude to these, but 

the Treaty had no actually been concluded when he wrote, and he consequently merely gave the 

proposed heads. The 4 millions of dollars to be divided between the French and Spanish, one 

million to the former and three to the latter, to be however paid back to France as an instalment 

of the debt due to her by Spain. 

The treaty between the Tumongong and Bandahara was duly signed in my presence on the 7
th

 

inst. I hope to despatch the necessary copies by this Mail but the Steamer has arrived five days 

sooner than she was expected and I may perhaps be unable to have them prepared in time. 

(sd) O.C. 

To Col Durand 

Secy to Govt For. Dep. 

(insert) 

I have felt no doubt that all the necessary alterations to the Pauper Hospital will now be 

completed. 

  

My dear Cowpar 

In all public matters there is but one proper mode of proceeding even if there is cause for 

complaint to bring the matter to the notice of the head of the Department whose duty it is to 

remove it either officially or privately as your personal intentions with him may render most 



expedient. In the course of my public career I have known of so many instances in which a 

request of this nature led to much ill feeling. With this I never consider any remark made to 

myself as other than a mere private observation which may perhaps become suspect when the 

matter is brought officially to notice. 

From the first question I put this morning to the builders — has any complaint been made against 

the convicts at the General Hospital lately? His answer was "No". I therefore merely contented 

myself with asking the number of hours’ work required from them by the Regulations. Had 

complaints been made and not attended to I should have pursued a different course. 

Yours sincerely 

Orfeur Cavenagh 

June 21 

I have put forward the plan shewing the proposed cost of the new parade ground at the foot of 

Mt. Faber 

(end of insert) 

Précis of a letter to Captain Playfair Ag R C Malacca d/ 21
st
 June 1862 

Mentions that Kim Singh called and that he informed him with regard to the Royalty that it was 

not the intention of this Government to surrender their rights to the hidden wealth of the soil, but 

that if Kim Sing would submit a scheme for mining on a large scale an application to the 

Supreme Government to lessen the Royalty might be made. Requests him to detain the 

"Hooghly" at Malacca on any work that he may have then {there?} of importance. 

(sd) O.C. 

Singapore 

21
st
 June 1862 

My dear Broome 

As the military expenditure of the Straits Settlements may possibly at some time or the other 

come under your review as Controller of military Finance, the following observations may prove 

useful in enabling you to form a just conclusion as to our real wants. 

At present exclusive of Artillery, under the command of a Field Officer, we have two Regiments 

of Madras native Infantry, with three Lieut. Colonels, two Majors and a due proportion of 

Captains and Subalterns attached. The officers receive Colonial allowance, and the men full 

Batta and Rations. Moreover every third year a Corps has to be relieved, entailing a heavy 

expense in addition to continual expenditure on account of Sick Details proceeding to the coast, 



officers removed etc., so that independent of pensions granted to the wives of men dying in the 

Straits, who are considered on foreign Service we are paying a very large sum for the Services of 

a body of Troops weak I number and often almost inefficient through sickness.  

For the Madras Sepoy not having his family with him often sells his rations and almost starves 

himself in order to remit money to them or in some cases to save it for his own use. Want of 

proper food naturally conduces to ill health and the man either dies and Government is saddled 

with a pension to his heir or he is invalided and furnished with a passage to Madras whilst his 

services are temporarily lost to the State. 

The Climate of the Straits is far from being inimical to the constitution of the Natives of India. 

My servants have all been remarkably well, and the ratio of sickness and mortality amongst the 

Convicts is most moderate. Hence it is clear that the present mode of living of the Sepoys and 

not the change of air that is prejudicial. There is doubtless also a fair share of malingering owing 

to their desire to return to their families. 

The remedy that I would suggest for this unsatisfactory state of affairs is the following. Raise 

two local Corps for service in the Straits and at Labuan. Let the men be well paid nut allow no 

rations and no passage money. At the same time give the men every encouragement to bring over 

their families, such as allowing a Govt. Steamer to bring them down occasionally, giving a man 

leave to return to India to fetch his wife etc. etc. Should a man fall sick he might receive 2 

months advance of full pay to enable him to procure a passage to India if recommended, but he 

should never be provided with a passage at Government Expense, and whilst at his home should 

draw merely gurlough pay. When in hospital he should suffer a slight deduction on account of 

his diet, which should be supplied under the orders of the Medical officer.  

None of my table attendants receive less than $7 or about 15 Rupees per mensem. You will 

hardly therefore get a good man as a soldier for less. Taking this then as a starting poit, we may 

estimate the annual cost of a Local Corps at about Rs. 228,000 in round figures, as shown on the 

next page, and it must be remembered that my rates are tolerably high. 

Commandant------------------------------------------------------Rs. 1,000 

2
nd

 in Command-------------------------------------------------- Rs 600 

Adjutant----------------------------------------------------------- Rs. 500 

Quarter Master-----------------------------------------------------------450 

4 Subalterns (350)-----------------------------------------------------1,400 

Assistant Surgeon------------------------------------------------------- 500 

Subahdars (80)-----------------------------------------------------------640 

8 Jemadars (45)----------------------------------------------------------360 



40 Havildars (25)------------------------------------------------------1,000 

40 Naiques (20)----------------------------------------------------------800 

16 Buglers (20)-----------------------------------------------------------320 

600 Sepoys (15)--------------------------------------------------------9,000 

8 lascars (12)---------------------------------------------------------------96 

8 Companies (command allowance)----------------------------------400 

Mess-----------------------------------------------------------------------120 

Drum and Fife Major-----------------------------------------------------30 

_______ 

17,251 

clothing 1,749 

_______ 

19,000 

12 

_______ 

Rs. 228,000 

Thus the annual Expenditure on the Infantry portion of our Military Establishment would not be 

more than Rs. 456,000 inclusive of all Expenses. 

In the year 60/61 the amount actually disbursed in the Straits was 618,090. This certainly 

included the Expenses of the Artillery, of which I have no separate account, but it was exclusive 

of very large payments made at Madras. The proper force of Artillery for the Straits would be 

three European Garrison Companies on the Indian Scale. The services of a field officer to 

command would be useful, both for the maintenance of discipline and to exercise a supervision 

over the different arsenals and Magazines. A European Corps is not required for Local purposes 

but considering the centrical position of Singapore, as regards India, China and Australia, the 

amount of its commerce and the vicinity of Military posts belonging to other Military powers, it 

is a question for the Imperial Government to decide how far it may not be advisable to cause the 

new Barracks at Tanglin to be duly occupied, possibly the unpromising state of affairs in China 

may lead to this result. 



I suppose you are well occupied with your new duties which I hope you like. 

Sd Orfeur Cavenagh 

True Copy 

M Protheroe 

Secy 

Singapore 

21
st
 June 

My dear Sir, 

I trust you will kindly excuse the delay in answering your note. I was unable to reply to it earlier 

as it was necessary to cause a reference to be made to the records, both of the Secretary’s and 

Resident Councillor’s offices. 

The Returns of the trade of the Straits Settlements, although prepared here, are printed in 

Calcutta under the order of the Supreme Govt of India, and I find that up to the present date, no 

Returns subsequent to 1857/58 have been received. I need hardly say that it will afford me 

pleasure to meet your wishes on the arrival of the desired printed statements from India. 

Sd O.C. 

To Mons Froplory 

Consul for the French 

True Copy M.P. 
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My dear Playfair 

As it appears that after all your Dhatu Klana is not the real Simon Pure, there was no necessity 

for an immediate answer to your question relative to the jurisdiction of a British Court over an 

Independent Chief. By the Law of Nations, which is the only Law to be observed in such 

matters, a British Court has no jurisdiction whatever over the Ruler of another country who may 

enter British territories with the cognisance of the Authorities in charge. Hence even if the note 

of hand had been signed by the Klana, no proceedings could have been taken against him in 

Malacca. The Case of the Dhatoo Bandar was different, although holding a high hereditary 

office, he was not the Ruler of the Country. Hence he could not claim Sovereign privileges. 

I am very glad to hear that nine of the convicts who escaped from Cape Rachado have been 

recaptured. I think the usual sum paid on such occasions is $20 per man, but as McNair specified 

$22 I have no objection to sanction that sum on your recommendation. The question should of 

course be submitted officially but you can act upon this order at once. You should if possible 

ascertain the dates of the deaths of those men who are reported to have died. 

As soon as you can obtain any certain information with regard to the intentions of Rambow let 

me know. You can in the meanwhile, should you think it necessary, point out to the Rajah that 

although you are well aware that I should be anxious to cause justice to be done to him if he has 

suffered wrong, and would be happy to act as arbitrator in any dispute between him and Lookoot, 

that you are certain I will not allow the peace of the Peninsula to be wantonly disturbed and, 

should he persist in attacking that country, will in all probability send up Steamers to prevent any 

armed boats from crossing the River Linghie. 

Mr Geach, a geologist employed by the Almeidas, has asked for some specimens of the ore you 

sent down, which we have furnished though I have not heard his opinion regarding it. I hear that 

he is in some way or other connected with Yeam Chuan and is to superintend the mining 

operations he purposes commencing. 

I forget whether I told you that in the event of the grant for Cape Rachado not having been 

returned by the Sultan of Salengor, you might ask the Rajah of Lookoot to supply you with an 

authoritated copy. 



With kind regards etc. 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy M Protheroe 

Hon’ble Capt Playfair 

R C Malacca 

Singapore 

27
th

 June 1862 

My dear Sir, 

As the French Steamer "Gionde" {Gironde?}is to leave this {port} for Bangkok this evening I 

write these few lines to mention that a report has reached me that it is the intention of the Court 

of Siam to appoint the Ex. Sultan of Linga Governor over the Tributary States of Tringanu and 

Calantan, and that, with the view of assuming his new duties, he is about to leave Bangkok in 

one of the Government War Steamers, named, I believe, the "Conqueror". Of course I cannot 

vouch for the accuracy of the Statement, but the Quarter from which I received the Information 

leads me to think that the story cannot be entirely without foundation. 

Now in the first instance I do not think that our Government is at all prepared to recognise the 

right of Siam to exercise over the two above mentioned States a Protectorate of this nature under 

any circumstances, and in the second, there can be no doubt that the appearance of the Ex. Sultan 

on the coast of the Malay Peninsula would immediately give rise to disturbance that wd. Be 

extremely detrimental to our trade, and consequently that his appointment, even if warranted by 

the relations of the two States with Siam and with ourselves would be contrary to the term of the 

Treaty. 

If I hear anything further I will address you officially on the subject. In the meanwhile however 

this information may perhaps suffice to enable you to make the requisite enquiries and prevent 

the adoption of any measures likely to disturb the Peace of the Peninsula and consequently to be 

prejudicial to our interests. 

Either the "Scout" or the "Beagle" will leave this {port} in a few days for your part of the world, 

and I will request the Officer in Command to touch at the intermediate ports en route. The 

presence of a Man of War on the Coast will probably be beneficial. etc. 

(sd) O.C. 

True Copy M Protheroe 

To Sir R Schomburgk 



H B M’s Consul at Bangkok 

  

My dear Corbett 

The "Tonze" has returned and her cruise has been successful so far that she has brought back one 

of the crew of the junk we have in custody and who was with his fellows set adrift in a boat 

when the junk was seized by the Pirates. This will enable us I think to covict some of our 

prisoners, though English Law is extremely uncertain in its action. The Piratical vessel is 

reported to be now cruising between Patani and Singora, to have captured two other Junks and to 

have attacked several. 

Should the "Scout or "Beagle" go up to Bangkok, a look out might be kept for the Pirate whilst 

en route. 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy M.P. 

28/6/62 

To Captain Corbett R.N. 

S.N. Officer, S.S. 

My dear Macpherson 

I can see nothing in this correspondence that in any way gives Sir George Bonham a right to 

obtain the ground at the price fixed by Mr Mackenzie. The case appears to be as follows. 

A Resident Councillor, without the sanction of the governor and in an underhand manner, for he 

particularly requests that the matter may be kept secret, offers to sell to a proprietor a piece of 

land at one half the market value. His offer unfortunately for the State does not appear at the time 

to have been accepted. Possibly it may not have been convenient for the proprietor to avail 

himself of it. Four years afterwards the ground possibly having become extremely valuable, the 

proprietor thinks it would be advisable to purchase and asks to be allowed to do so on the terms 

clandestinely offered, for there is no official correspondence on the subject and it is requested 

that the transaction may be kept secret by the R C above alluded to. 

There is nothing that I can find in the demi-official correspondence binding the State to abide by 

the terms offered by Mr Mackenzie for an interminable period. For 4 years the question has 

never been mooted shewing that the offer was not actually accepted; indeed had it been accepted 

and the money not paid the land owned would have been resumed. If therefore Sir G Bonham 

now wishes to purchase, he must pay whatever may be considered the fair value of the property. 



You should keep a copy of the correspondence in your demi-official Record. It may be required 

hereafter. 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy M.P. 

The Hon’ble Col Macpherson 

Précis of a note to the Hon’ble the Recorder of Singapore. 

Forwards the reply of the Commissioner of Police to the petition of our trust as relative to the 

permission of the……..Encloses the petition from the Trustees of the Singapore Institution. 

Thinks Mr Bonham’s offer a fair one and worthy of acceptance. 

8 July 1862 

Précis of a note to Capt Read 

States that it will afford the Government pleasure to place his name on the Commission of 

Justice of the Peace. 

Extract from a note to the Hon’ble the Recorder. 

"I have the pleasure to enclose the bill to provide for the registration of……..Sections xi 

and……….would apparently have effect in the Straits and no paper not duly registered could be 

received in evidence in the Court but unless Sections i to x and Sections xx,, xxi, xxii and xiii are 

also to have operation within the limits of the Court’s jurisdiction, there will be no machinery to 

enable a person to register a document." 

16 July 1862 

Précis to the Gov of Labuan 

Informs him that he proposes submitting the correspondence on the subject of the Lamon 

{Lanun} Pirates for the consideration of H.E. the Governor General in Council. Mentions the 

delay in the receipt of the Letter relative to the detention of the…….of the 20 M.N.I. 

16 July 1862 

Précis of a note to Mr Blackburn 

Regrets that he can hold out little hope of his succeeding to a Collector’s List of Stamps as 

Resident Councillors have been directed to reorganize their Treasury establishments so as to 

provide for the performance of any duties connected with the Stamp Act. 



July 17
th

 1862 

Letter to Hon’ble the Recorder 

Many thanks for your kind explanatory note regarding the cuts in the rent connected with the 

Institution. I was certainly somewhat puzzled yesterday on the presentation of the bill for audit 

and although I informed Macpherson I was prepared to pass it if it was correct, yet as the amount 

was beyond my start limit — 500 Rs — and would therefore be subject to revision in Calcutta he 

had better report to Baninggarten on the subject and ask him for a copy of the alleged order of 

Court to act as a member and shew that I had not authorized payment without due consideration 

July 17 

Précis of a note to Lt Col Playfair late 6 I Rgt 

States that his name will be placed on the list of Candidates for employment but holds out little 

prospect of his succeeding to an appointment, as Officers (offices?)in the Straits require from the 

holders a certain amount of local knowledge which he would have no opportunity of acquiring 

July 18 1862 

Letter to Offg Resident |Councillor Malacca 

"As the "Tonze" is to leave tomorrow morning early there will not be time to send you an 

Official answer to your letter on the subject of the dispute between the Chiefs of Rambow and 

Lookoot, and you can therefore act upon the following instructions which shall be sent to you in 

an official form hereafter. 

I most fully approve of the efforts you are making to heal the breach between the two Chiefs and 

trust that they will ultimately prove successful. I think it advisable that you should take 

advantage of the approaching trip of the "Tonze" to Cape Rachado, to proceed to Lokoot and 

have an interview with the Rajaj Inmahat (Juma’at}, when you should take the opportunity of 

pointing out to him that as every Ruler of a Country is bound to adopt measures for the 

protection of the life and property of his subjects and for guarding them from the effects of any 

act of injustice on the part of a Foreign Power, the demand made by the Rajah of Rambow for an 

explanation as to the circumstances under which his subject Mat Akhir met his death is not only 

proper but perfectly in accordance with the Law of Nations, and consequently to grant such 

explanation and to furnish a detailed account of the manner in which the man’s death occurred, 

would certainly be I no way derogatory to his, Rajah Inmhat’s {Jumaat?}, position as an 

independent Chief. On the contrary it would be both an act of justice and good policy, as whilst 

acknowledging the right of another to claim redress for any wrong inflicted upon a subject, even 

when in a Foreign Country, he would substantiate his own title to pursue a similar course, and be 

thus justified in watching over the intents of his own people, even when leaving the limits of his 

territories, by which means his legitimate influences would be considerably extended in {and?} 

his country in all probability much benefited. 



The question at issue is not the power of the Rajah to dispense justice to all persons residing in 

this {his?} country as to rule according to his own Laws. This has never apparently been denied 

by the Rajah of Rambow, and any attempt on his part to interfere with Rajah Inmahat’s lawful 

authority would be greatly resented, but whether a subject of Rambow, whilst dwelling within 

the territories of Lookoot, was legally or illegally put to death. On this point the Rajah of 

Rambow is entitled to a full explanation and this hitherto has certainly not been accorded. Rajah 

Inmahat’s {Jumaat?}Letter containing {contained?}no detailed account of the circumstances 

under which the deceased received the central {fatal?} wound that caused his death, shewing that 

he offered such resistance as would, according to the Law of Salangor justify the infliction of a 

deadly blow, nor is indeed any evidence given as to his having been guilty of the crime imputed 

to him. 

As Rajah Inmahat {Jumaat?} states that he made due enquiry into the case, he must have 

summoned the different witnesses before him. Their people are still in Lookoot, and if the Rajah 

failed to cause their statements to be placed on record, it would be but right for him to resummon 

them to his presence, to put down other {their?} evidence in writing and furnish a copy to the 

Rajah of Rambow for his information. Moreoever, if the Letter {latter?} has expressed a wish for 

a meeting, it would be but courteous for Rajah Inmahat {Jumaat?}to accede t his wishes, as an 

interview would probably promote a friendly feeling between the Chiefs, likely to be beneficial 

to both States. 

In making the communication to Rajah Inmahat {Jumaat?}, you might mention that you are 

entreated wholly by a desire to preserve the peace of the Peninsula, and that you feel convinced 

that in acting in accordance with your advice instead of lowering his position in the eyes of his 

neighbours, he will only add to his reputation as a just and beneficent Ruler, one who whilst 

determined to fully maintain his own rights is equally ready to acknowledge those of others. 

Directs the "Tonze" to be sent down as soon as she can be spared. Expresses satisfaction at the 

probability of a duplicate deed of cession being granted by Rajah Inmahat of Cape Rachado. 

Approves of Dy Treasurer being allowed to attend on Rajah Noordin. States that sanction will be 

given to the arrears to Inspector Baxter’s pay. Thanks him for the amount which will be 

forwarded to Calcutta. 

July 20 

Précis of a letter to Resident Councillor P.W.Island 

Approves of the suspension of Gardiner, and promises to support recommendation for St 

Establishment. Authorizes the return, as a matter of favor not not of right of the tin recovered by 

the blockading Squadron off Laroot. States that no explanatory letter has been furnished relative 

to the complaint against Capt Noyes. Concurs the probability of our being eventually compelled 

to interfere in the affairs of Perak, the whole country being in a disorganized state and our 

commerce consequently suffering. Thinks there would be a difficulty in the matter were the 

Supreme Govt to approve of support being given to the Yang de per Tuan. Mentions the 

probability of the Larut {?} Corps arriving to relieve the 20 Rgt. M.N.I. States that no house 

allowance is granted to the Dep Comr of Police at Singapore. 



July 21 1862 

Extract of a letter to the Sect to Govt P W D 

Taking the Bukit Timah Canal as our course of supply we should hardly have obtained a 

sufficient head of water to have enabled us to run stand pipes and dispense with the reservoir 

without prolonging our conduit to such an extent as to render the work extremely expensive, but 

acting on your hint and proceeding to a further distance in another direction in point of a proper 

source of supply, Mayne has discovered a stream which he thinks will afford a head of water of 

10 or 15 feet, and a sufficient quantity for all our wants. 

I have visited the spot and concur in his opinion. At present the necessary levels are being taken, 

and I hope soon to have the plan properly matured and ready for submission. I have noticed the 

stream before but had imagined that it took its rise in a swamp at the foot of some hills and uses 

merely an outflow of surface water, the current not having been very perceptible until the recent 

clearing out of the Ballestier Canal into which it fills. 

Mayne and McNair however one day started on foot and traced the stream beyond the swamp to 

the foot of another small range of hills from which it takes its issue, the water being perfectly 

clean and good, and the stream flowing through a gorge across which it is proposed to throw a 

dam. The site selected for the commencement of the work is some little distance off the nearest 

public road and rather difficult to reach. It is upwards of 4 miles from Town and the length of 

conduit required will be 1,000 yards. Mayne is very sanguine as to his being able to carry out the 

plan for a less sum than the Estimate for bringing the water from the 2
nd

 Milestone in the Bukit 

Timah road, and on this point I am not quite so sure, for although we may be able to get rid of 

the reservoir, the extra length of conduit will, I fancy, absorb the saving thus effected. 

I should consider it a favor if you would always send me an order regarding any emergent 

(emergency?} work by telegram through Galle, though there is no advantage in forwarding 

letters by that route. I hope in forwarding our Budget order your Chiefs (clerks?}will not forget 

to return our plans as we have no duplicates. By the bye what is Mayne’s proper designation? 

July 24 

Letter to Sect to Govt Foreign Dept 

With reference to my official communication on the subject of the visit of the ex Sultan of Linga 

to, I thought it right to mention that my information in the first instance was based upon the 

contents of a Letter written by the King of Siam himself to his Agent, and which had been 

communicated to my informant, the head of one of the Mercantile Firms at this place. 

The following extract from Sir Robert Schomburgk’s {official?} but private letter shews pretty 

well the nature of the intent that has been at work. "permit me to observe that if there might be 

the slightest apprehension respecting the individual’s machinations  



{words indecipherable} wrote me a strong letter. As observed in my Official Letter he has given 

his sister to the King’s Harem where she presides unsurveyed. She reigns paramount and the 

other beauties of the King’s Harem are afraid of her. Sir I am very bitter. I beg to suggest to you 

to inform me of the material points of the answer you may receive from the Governor General in 

Calcutta on the subject of Tringanu with such hints as you may believe making to press upon the 

Siamese." 

I need hardly say that I shall endeavor to obtain full information relative to the movements of the 

ex. Sultan and prevent any evil effects arising from his visit to the Peninsula. With this view it 

may perhaps be advisable for me, under the instructions conveyed in your Off Despatch No 5456 

dated 20 June 1856 to take a trip along the coast as far as Kalantan, and if so I should esteem it a 

great favor if you will kindly ascertain and let me know whether there would be any objection to 

my extending my voyage to Bangkok. My reason for inquiring is that the Officer Comd H.M.S. 

"Scout" would in his next cruise gladly take me along the coast to at all the principal places, 

provided I could accompany him to Bangkok, which in accordance with his orders, he must visit 

on the occasion of his cruising in that Quarter. Sir Robert Schomburgk has also asked me if 

possible to pay him a visit whenever I may make my trip along the East coast of the Peninsula. 

Hitherto I have had no opportunity of proceeding further than Pahang. When Sir Robert last 

wrote he mentioned that the French Admiral from Saigon was expected to invest the King with 

the order of the Legion of Honor. 

July 25 

Letter to Lt Col Strachey B E, Secy to Govt P W D 

My dear Strachey 

I have the pleasure to enclose for your perusal a demi official communication this moment 

submitted by Mayne, who has been unable to prepare his detailed estimate in time to admit of its 

being despatched by this Mail. 

As I anticipated the additional cost of the conduit has absorbed the whole of the saving effected 

by dispensing with the reservoir, and the Estimate consequently is higher than the one originally 

submitted for bringing in water from the 2
nd

 Milestone on the Bukit Timah Road. The scheme 

however is I honestly believe a better one and will therefore I trust have your support. The 

detailed Plans and Estimates shall be forwarded with the least practicable delay. 

I cannot of course judge of the accuracy of the rough estimate, and it may probably be found that 

sufficient allowance has not been made on account of excavations or the passage of the Bukit 

Timah and Brass Bafoa {Beras Basah} Canals, but the excess, if there be any will be I am 

convinced but small and generally speaking the items appear to be all on the safe side. As it is 

proposed to follow as near as possible the line of the road, there will be little or no compensation 

to be granted for the land. Moreover it would be quite possible to restrict the scheme to carrying 

the water as far as Govt. Hill and the River, having the Municipality to take it on, which I believe 

they would do. 



A charge might be made on account of the water supplied to the Shipping, as at present the 

payment on this score is very heavy. However this point will be duly referred to in the Official 

report. 

Mayne proposes leaving this {place?} on a tour of inspection in a few days. If therefore you 

would like him to furnish you with any information on points connected with the scheme, will 

you kindly send him a line to Pinang. It might save a mail. 

Sd O.C. 

Précis of a letter to Major Man R C Pinang 

Informs him that the "Scout" will be going his way in a few days; that the governor General of 

the Philippines will be on board of the next steamer; that the piratical practices on the Sumatran 

coast must be put a stop to and reminds him of the letter regarding Mr Noyes. 

M.P. 

My dear Sir, 

I am much obliged for your two kind letters of the 29
th

 Ult and the 18
th

 Inst and for the trouble 

you have taken with regard to the affair of the visit of the ex.Sultan of Linga to Tringanu. There 

can be little doubt of his object in visiting the Peninsula, and it is clear after the assistance 

rendered him by the Siamese that the Court of Bangkok must be held responsible for any evil 

consequences that may ensue. For should any disturbances of a serious nature arise and spread to 

Tringanu and Calantan to the detriment of our trade with those countries, it is evident that Article 

xii of the Treaty of 1826 will have been violated. 

Judging by that Treaty it does not appear to me that the King of Siam can exercise any power 

over the above states, though he receives the periodical marks of tribute, that in fact their 

relations with Siam are exactly those of the Country of Nepaul with China. At certain stated 

periods an Embassy with presents is sent from Kathmandoo to Pekin and the Chinese Emperor 

doubtless styles Nepaul one of his tributaries, but he has never been permitted to interfere in any 

way with the Government of the Country nor would his right to do so be recognised either by the 

Rajah or ourselves. In the case of Tringanu and Calantan, by the terms of the Treaty, the Siamese 

equally with ourselves are prohibited from interfering with part to the Government, as any 

interference wd. Naturally lead to disturbances, and disturbances as naturally to injury to trade. 

I have written to you officially regarding the Sultan and trust that he will be at once recalled. At 

the same time I have thought it right to submit a report of the matter to the G.G. and will not fail 

to give you information as to the purport of any reply I may receive. 

I am much obliged for your kind invitation to Bangkok, of which the G.G. shd have no objection. 

I should be very glad to avail myself, when the "Scout makes her next trip in your Quarter, Capt 

Corbett having kindly offered me a passage. The fact of this offer having been made evidently 

led to the report that I was likely to come up, as I stated that I should be very glad to avail myself 



of the offer if there would be no impropriety in my passing Kalantan, the last state with which 

this Government now holds any correspondence.  

We shall be very glad to see you at Singapore should you accompany the 2
nd

 King on his 

contemplated journey next year. He should however I think come down earlier in the season and 

continue his trip to Calcutta. This would give him a good impression of our Power in the East. 

I had the pleasure to see Mr Knox yesterday when he called. He has had rather a tedious passage. 

He tells me that he believes he was instrumental in the capture of the Piratical junk that has for 

some time been committing depredations along the coast. She was seized at Singora and I dare 

say the Siamese Authorities will not fail to make a proper example of her crew. 

(sd) Orfeur Cavanagh 

True Copy 

M.P. 

Sir R Schomburgk 

H B M Consul — Siam 

My dear Sir 

In acknowledging the receipt of your letter and thanking you for your courteous expression of 

gratitude towards myself I have the honor to state that I shall not fail to convey to the Hon’ble 

the Resident Councillor at Pinang an intimation my approval of the measure he adopted in order 

to evince his sympathy on the occasion of the demise of the late consular agent for France at that 

station. 

Sd/ O.C. 

True Copy M Protheroe 

To Mons: Troplory 

2/8/62 Consul for France 

Précis of a letter to Major Man R C Pinang 

Concurs in all that he has written regarding Gardener’s case. States that if has been transported 

the Straits generally he can be sent either to Spore or Malacca. Fears there will be no opening for 

Captain Simpson in the Straits. Imagines that the patronage of the Local Corps will rest at first 

with the Supreme Government. Considers Dewar quite right in dissuading Nairne from carrying 

out his intentions. Considers that his visit to the Sumatra coast will have a beneficial effect. 

Mentions that mr Netscher is going to Langkat to settle some disputes there. Mentions that the 



"Hooghly" is to be relieved by the "Pluto" and the Establishment of the "Tonze" and "Mohr" can 

then be reduced. 

Sd/ O.C. 

5/8/62 Précis M Protheroe 

PS Mentions that the French Consul was much gratified at the flag being hoisted halfmast 

On account of the death of Mons: Mathieu. Regrets to hear of the death of young O’Neil and is 

glad that the Sebar Ikan Mati Swamp scheme is a good one. 

My dear Lireman 

As regards the Military Expenditure it will doubtless be necessary for you to remit money to 

Pinang and Malacca, but in all probability for your civil expenditure you will generally have a 

surplus at those stations, as your agents will be entitled to receive the full amount of their bills, 

whilst many items will actually be paid here. I am not aware of there being any objection to your 

obtaining the necessary Bills on account of disbursements for the Troops on Pinang and Malacca 

as proposed. 

O.C. 

True Copy M Protheroe 

Captain Lireman D.A.C.G. 

My dear Macpherson 

I must answer your 4 notes seriatim. 

1
st
. Please to tell Mr Troplory that the returns of Trade annexed to the Administration Report are 

incomplete and not in detail; that in accordance with his request however a copy of them is now 

being prepared and will be sent to him. 

2. There can be no doubt as to the Commissioners being in the right and Troplory in the wrong 

with regard to his liability to taxation. I had not seen the book; Protheroe returned it by mistake 

without sending it over. 

3. A copy of the Gazette furnished by you officially will suffice to enable Man to put in Mr Ryan 

to the charge of the "Mohr" as soon as he reports himself. 

4. I wrote the letter for the Rajah of Kalantan yesterday and the translation is now being 

prepared. I dare say it will be ready in the course of the day. 



Regarding the revised Estate of the "Hooghly", Reduction of the Bandaries in "Mohr" and 

"Tonze" requests his opinion regarding this step. 

Sd O.C. 

Hon’ble Col Macpherson 

Précis of a letter to Capt Playfair Ag R C Malacca 

Desires him to refer officially the question of his deputation allowance and states that he will 

send it up to Government with his recommendation. Requests him to send Capt Mayne down in 

the "Tonze" on the 17
th

 or 18
th

 and mentions that he (Capt Mayne) has been directed to him 

{give?} his attention to the question of the existence of petroleum. Enquires whether any land 

has been recently taken and states that if Yean Chuan’s heirs are not going to take the land, it can 

be handed over to Mr Haynes if he still requires it. 

(sd) O.C. 

10
th

 Augt 1862 

Precis of a letter to Major Man R C Pinang 11/8/62 

Forwards copies of letters from Horse Guards for his perusal and return relative to cloth for the 

Pinang Rifle Vols. Directs him to send back the "Hooghly" as soon as possible and hopes that Mr 

Moniot is progressing favourably. 

Sd O.C. 

My dear Sir 

I have only this moment remembered that the Mail for Bangkok closes this afternoon and have 

but just time to acknowledge receipt of your kind letter of the 5
th

 inst. 

I have heard nothing further from Tringanu and am therefore in hopes that the Ex.Sultan of 

Lingga has thought it advisable to abandon his intentions of attacking Pahang or rather of 

instigating an attack by Inci Wan Ahmed. I wrote to the Sultan of Tringanu pointing out to him 

that he was not only responsible for the acts of his own people but also for those of anyone to 

whom he might choose to grant Asylum, as no Ruler could be allowed to give Shelter to persons 

who might be engaged in organizing an attack upon his neighbours without being considered as 

concerned in the matter and called to account accordingly. This perhaps may have frightened 

him. It is very annoying having these disturbances breaking out every now and then, as they are 

very prejudicial to our trade on the Malay Coast. 

Mr Knox, I believe, left this {port?} some few days ago. He spoke to me regarding the capture of 

the Pirate. By his account the vessel certainly answers the description of the one we have been on 

the look out for. 



I have written to Calcutta to know whether there would be any objection to my availing myself 

of Captain Corbett’s offer, as strictly speaking I ought not to go beyond Kalantan, and of course 

if I visited Bangkok it would merely be as a traveller. I should certainly be very glad to make the 

trip. 

Sd O C 

16/8/62 

True Copy 

M Protheroe 

To  

Sir Robert H Schomburgk 

Consul Bangkok 

Memo 

1. All supplies to be considered as furnished to the military Department and  

payments on their account to contractors to be made in that Department and receipts 

granted to the Treasury accordingly. 

2. All supplies issued from the Commissariat Department to Civil Establishments to  

be duly charged for in the Monthly Bills and the amount received from Resident Councillors to 

be entered in the monthly Military Account current as a receipt thus "Amount received from the 

R C on account of stores supplied to Civil Departments". 

3. All supplies purchased for the Civil Departments to be equally charged for in the  

monthly bills and the amount duly paid to the vendors. No entry regarding the transaction to be 

made in the military account current. 

4. At each of the three stations an Account Current book with the Civil Govt in the  

form already prescribed to be kept for reference and for the inspection of the Asst 

Commissary General or Chief Civil Authority. 

5. In case of any charge on account of the Civil Departments appearing exorbitant or  

objectionable, the Bill containing the disputed item to be forwarded with a memo to the 

Asst Commissary General for his remarks previous to its final audit. 



6. All Bills after presentation to appear in the Treasury books as a charge against the  

respective Civil Departments by the heads of which they are countersigned, not against 

the Commissary Department which only becomes the Agent or of purchase for the Civil 

Officer. 

7. All Civil Departments to furnish the Commissariat’s Agent with the requisite  

Printed forms for their monthly bills so that the quantity and cost of the different articles supplied 

will alone have to be clerically entered. 

Sd O.C. 

16/8/62 True Copy 

M Protheroe 

Précis of a letter to Captain Corbett H.M.S. "Scout" d/ 16/8/62 

Forwards him certain papers connected with Acheen which may be useful on his approaching 

visit to that place, also a private letter from Major Haughton on the same subject. Requests him 

to kindly enquire whether any Anchorage dues are levied, pending in Pinang which has been 

postponed for want of information on that head. 

My dear Colonel Durand 

With reference to your note of the 3
rd

 Ultimo I have the pleasure to annex a copy of the last 

Report I have received with reference to the French Force at Saigon. My informant has omitted 

to include a small party of about 120 of mounted Gendarmerie but in other respects I believe he 

is most accurate. 

There have been some changes in the last few days. The Steam transport "Garromie", with about 

300 men and 130 horses, having arrived from Sueze and the "Jasson" with invalids having left 

for that Port. Both these vessels expect soon to be ordered home. Another large Steam Transport, 

the "Gironde", is at present in the harbour on her way around the Cape with a sort of Menagerie 

on board, a present from the king of Siam to the Emperor. A Man of War Steamer, the 

"Dupleix", is also here en route to Saigon, but she is not to remain there permanently being 

ordered to the North. 

The Spanish detail will in all probability return to Manilla almost immediately. The Ex.Governor 

General of the Philippines, General Lemery, informed me that he had issued the order for their 

leaving Cochin China previous to his making over charge of his Government. From one or two 

remarks he made I could easily perceive that there is no great amount of cordiality existing at 

present between the French and the Spaniards in this Quarter. The latter are dissatisfied with the 

treaty, and at the general treatment they have experienced at the hands of their allies throughout 

the operations in Cochin China. They say, and I believe with a great deal of truth, that at one 



time the French troops were so enfeebled by sickness that the whole duty of holding Saigon, then 

constantly attacked, fell upon the Spanish force, and yet they have never been given the slightest 

credit for their exertions and eventually the officer in command was constrained to accede to the 

Terms of a Treaty which he knew wd. Not be acceptable to his own Govt. 

I am afraid that the intrigues of the Ex.Sultan of Lingga will yet give me a little trouble. I have 

just received a letter from the Bandahara of Pahang stating that he is about to be attacked by 

Inchi Wan Ahmed, who is evidently acting at the instigation of the Sultan, to whom the support 

accorded by the Siamese Government and the fact of his sister’s being the First King’s favourite 

has given considerable influence amongst the Malay States along the East Coast of the 

Peninsula.. 

I am happy to say that the recent visit of the Chiefs of the interior has apparently been attended 

with a very beneficial result. They were much pleased with the attention shewn to them, and 

apparently well disposed to recognise our supremacy and attend to our advice. The dispute 

between Lookoot and Rambow has been satisfactorily adjusted. The official report will, I hope, 

reach you by this Mail as the papers are now being copied in the office. 

(sd) O.C. 

PS The news from China relative to the revolution in Russia is very startling. There must be 

some foundation for the report but I am inclined to believe that it is exaggerated. 

Force at Saigon 

Naval 

Ships 

Dupeur Flagship, an old line of battle ship with 16 guns mounted for  

saluting; used as a Store ship and not fit for active service. 

Forbins Steam ship mounting 6 rifled 56 lb. Guns employed in the 

Survey of the Coast and rivers of Cochin China. 

Avalanchi Steam gunboats each mounting 4 86lb. Guns, only fit for river 

Dragon service. 

Fusẻe 

Mitrail 

Didon Guardship at Cape St. James, mounting 6 guns and pierced 



For 40. Old and unfit for active service. 

Perseverance One of the old class of sailing two deckers used as a guard 

Ship at Mytho. No guns on board. 

15 small steam gunboats each mounting one 85lb. Gun filled with screws and able to steam 9 

knots only useful for calm water. Fourteen ‘lorchas’ each fitted with four 9lb. Guns and one 

54lb. Pivot gun. 

Military 

The force consists of 250 Spanish Lancers; one Regt. of Fured (900 strong); one Regiment of 

Sonayes (Songhais) (900 strong); and three detachments mustering about 2,000 men exclusive of 

Marines, these latter were on duty at the various stations and outposts. On the occasion of the 

Review when the Treaty was signed only 800 men of all arms could be mustered on Parade, the 

remainder being on duty. The outposts extend from Saigon in one direction to Thow Yon Mot 

(Thu Dau Moi) 30 miles in another to Bien Hoa 28 miles; in a third to Mytho 80 miles and in a 

fourth to Bamir (Baria) 60 miles. The intervening country is infested with Marauders and it is 

with great difficulty and risk that the produce is brought to Saigon. Reinforcements to the extent 

of 3,000 men are expected but merely as a relief to those now on the Station and ordered home. 

To Col Durand Secy to Govt of India Foreign Department 

True Copy M Protheroe 

Govt House Singapore 

21
st
 August 1862 

Gentlemen 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 31
st
 May and to state in reply 

that it will always afford me much pleasure to render any assistance in my power to the 

employee of the Messageries Imperiales who may at any time be ordered to either of the Stations 

within the limits of my Govt. 

I have the honor to remain 

Sd/ O.C. 

The Directors 

Messageries Imperiales 

Précis of a letter to Captain Hellard I.N. Asst Suptt Andaman Islands Port Blair 



Mentions that the Master Attendantship of Singapore is likely to be soon vacant; the salary is Rs 

500 from Govt as master Attendant and the allowance as Shipping Master is Rs 200. If he would 

like the appointment on its being vacated will be happy to apply for his services. Mentions that 

the allowances are consolidated so that his naval pay would merge with them. I understand that 

all the officers of the I.N. at Bombay have received permission to return to England on full pay 

till further orders. 

(sd) O C 

Precis of a letter to S Ulanchope Esqre C.B. Commissioner of Police Calcutta  

d/ 21
st
 August 1862 

States that the Comr of Police at Singapore has hitherto paid all fees levied under Sec xxviii of 

Act xlviii of 1860 to the Municipal fund which he considers wrong, as the Municipal Comr can 

only claim fees and fines levied under the orders of a Magistrate or Comr of Quarter Sessions 

and any blame {balance?}that may remain from the Poundage fees after keeping up the Pound 

and Establishment attached should be credited to the Police fund or expended kin Police 

Contingencies. At one time the whole fee used to be paid to the person in charge of the pound 

but this was found to be objectionable and requests him to report the system in vogue in Calcutta 

with reference to the disposal of poundage fees. 

Sd O.C. 

Prêcis of a letter to Captain Reddie Offg Secy to Supreme Govt: 21
st
 August 1862 

Thanks him for his letter of the 19
th

 Ult and for the consideration shewn to his weishes with 

regard to the relief of the "Hooghly" and doubts not that the "Pluto" will prove extremely useful 

in the Straits. Purposes despatching the "Hooghly" about the middle of next month after the 

return of the Recorder and Court establishment from Malacca. States that her hull is sound but 

her boilers are worn out completely. Mentions that Capt Noyes belongs to the Bengal Marine and 

therefore he would be best judge of the claims to succeed to the charge of the "Pluto". Mr 

Johnson has only been appointed temporarily, as with many officers of the Indian Navy and 

Bengal Marine thrown out of employment, he had intended to reserve the vacancy for one of 

their number. Mentions that lt Burn, Indian Navy, is an applicant but does not know whether he 

would wish for the subordinate appointment. Considers that Mr Fox, the Commander of the 

"Tonze", has claims upon the Govt. having served during the Mutiny and in China. He is a smart 

gentlemanly lad and has given great satisfaction during his service in the Straits, more especially 

during the blockade of the Larroot River. If therefore he should lose his command of the "Tonze" 

being put out of commission, trusts that Capt Reddie will have {leave?} the Mate’s appointment 

in the "Pluto" vacant for the Governor to fill up. If however the Supreme Govt approve of the 

proposition to keep up both of the Steamers on reduced Establishment, Mr Fox can remain where 

he is and hopes he will in that case send down another officer for the "Pluto". States that there 

are only two remaining of the Engineer Estab: of the "Hooghly", Mr Wiseham the Chief and a 

Chinaman the 2
nd

 Engineer, both of whom have given satisfaction and will therefore he hopes be 

transferred. As Mr Wiseham belongs to the Bengal Marine he has strong claims to employment. 



Intimates that he has proposed a revised Engine Room Establishment, by this Mail and should 

this be approved of trusts that a Mr Wood, an apprentice on board of the "Pluto", may be 

appointed as 3
rd

 Engineer. Mentions that he is the son of a respectable Conductor of the madras 

Comt: Dept: Reports the arrival of the Engineers from Bombay and that they will be posted 

temporarily to the "Tonze" until the arrival of the "Pluto" when the 3
rd

 Class Man if qualified 

might be promoted to 2
nd

 and removed to the "Mohr". 

Sd O.C. 

Précis of a letter to Major Man R C Pinang 

Acknowledges receipt of his letter of 16
th

. Mentions that "Prince Arthur" is bound for Callagonk 

{Chittagong?}and that Waller was sent up to Pinang as a private arrangement. Does not expect 

"Pluto" before November. Will send up his Engineer by the "Hooghly" which will leave for 

Calcutta on 11
th

 Proximo. Is glad to hear of the success of draining the Sebar Ikan Mati Swamp. 

Enquires how the cotton planters are getting on. Regrets to hear of the sad affair at Malakoff. 

Thanks him for the trouble he has taken regarding a pony and desires him to furnish any 

information in his power regarding 2 Andamanese brought to the Straits about 4 years ago. 

Précis of a letter to the Bishop of Calcutta d/22
nd

 August 1862 

Informs him that he has granted leave of absence for 6 months to Mr Nicolson and requests him 

to send another Chaplain down here. Mentions that he has confirmed Mr Hackett on {in?} his 

appointment at Malacca. 

Précis of a letter to Captain Playfair R C Pinang 

D/ 23
rd

 August 1862 

Acknowledges receipt of his letters of 10
th

 and 21
st
 Inst: Informs him that his proceedings with 

regard to Rambow have been officially approved of but that he had better inform the Rambow 

Chief that in future he must abide by the award of any arbitrators that may be appointed. 

States that the whole of the land is to be granted to Kim Singh at the regulated price of Rs. 5 per 

acre and refers to his letter of the 26
th

 March pointing out the course to be pursued with respect 

to Squatters, they should be served with notices under Clause iii of Act xvi of 1839, unless Kim 

Singh should prefer to make his own arrangements for keeping them on as tenants which 

possibly he might do. If however there are cultivators who held the land prior to 1858 and with 

the sanction of the local authorities, they wd. Come under the latter part of Clause iii of Act xxvi 

of 1861, and, although assessed, they could not be deprived of their land, and the only plan 

would be for Kim Singh to induce them to give up their claims by offering to let them have the 

cultivation at a less rate of assessment than would be demanded by Govt. All land not reserved 

that may be more than 4 miles from the Municipal limits of the Town of Malacca must be sood 

{sold?} at $3 per acre. 



Directs him to take care that the rule regarding Roads etc. in the town have not been prescribed 

the Commissioners should fix them at once. Points out that for all those cultivators who refuse to 

buy their lands the instructions in this office letter No. 173 of 25
th

 June/62 will be a sufficient 

guide for him. Hopes he distributed copies of the Malacca Land Act among the people.  

Mentions that forms of leases are now in the Press for him, and will be sent shortly, two for 

cultivated land, Fee simple and lease for 999 years, and two for waste land for the same, the 

latter having a proviso that 
_

 must be cleared within 10 years, which will be a check on 

gentlemen like Count Von Rantzow. This of course is not needed for the former and the last is 

the form which should be given to Kim Singh and Yeam Chuan, as they are not bound down in 

any way, though there is a proviso regarding the Royalty. Enquires whether Yeam Chuan’s son 

will take up the grant. Intimates that cultivators who wish to pay 1/10 of the produce under 

Clause iii of the Act should merely be furnished with a certificate of the acrs and boundaries of 

their lands. When the survey is completed, it might be well to give a more formal grant 

Any money received from the sale of land is to be held until further orders as a default to meet 

demands that may be made by the Accountant. 

Considers that ere long they will find it advantageous to commute. Does not feel disposed to 

increase the reward for killing tigers, as the people should endeavour to destroy them. Was glad 

to hear that the ringleader of the Convicts was dead and that he had sent down two more of the 

party. 

Sd O.C. 

Précis of a letter to Admiral May, Naval C in C, Batavia d/ 27
th

 August 1862 

Acknowledges receipt of his letter of the 11
th

 Ult.Regrets he was unable to put up General Van 

Sarten and family as there was only set of spare rooms at Govt. House. Mentions that the 

question of a joint attack against the Lanoons has been mooted in the English Parliament and 

thinks that orders will be sent out regarding it shortly. Intimates that the boats of the "Scout" 

chased some of them but did not succeed in capturing them. 

Sd O.C. 

Extract from a letter to Captain Playfair R C Malacca d/31
st
 August 1862 

With regard to your question with respect to the Punghooloo’s land, the answer is a very simple 

one. As long as he is a Pungulu under the present system, he retains the land free of taxation as a 

remuneration for his services. Should he lose his pungulooship his land cannot be sold to anyone 

else. He either must hold it by prescription and be liable to be called upon to pay 1/10 or be a 

cultivator within the meaning of Sec.iii of Act xxvi of 1861 and be liable to be assessed under 

Act xxi of 1859. He can of course purchase it if he likes under the terms of the notification 

regarding the sale of land, but he cannot be forced to do so, and in no possible way can the lad be 

taken from him as long as he pays either the 1/10 or the Assessment, as the case may be. 



Sd O.C. 

True Extract 

M Protheroe 

September 1
st
 1862 

My dear Captain Brooke 

The enclosed from the Governor General will possibly acquaint you with the probability of my 

paying Sarawak a visit by the first favourable opportunity, and with the object which I should 

have in view, I need not say that I shall feel much obliged for any assistance you may be kindly 

able to afford me in carrying out the instructions I have received. 

I presume that it is the wish of the Home Government that I should furnish a report of your 

Government similar to the Annual Administration Report of the Settlement, taking up seriatim 

the different questions, Civil and Criminal, Justice, Revenue, Public Works, Finance, Political 

and Commerce, and any Statistical Returns, connected with your proceedings during the past 

year, would therefore be highly valuable. I should wish also to be furnished, if possible, with 

copies of the different treaties with the Sultan of Bruni, shewing the exact nature of the terms 

under which Sir James Brooke holds his territory, this being a point which it would be necessary 

to determine, as it might be though advisable to enter into some fresh arrangement with the 

Sultan. 

Should Capt. Corbett be able to grant me a passage in the "Scout" I may possibly, with Mrs 

Cavenagh, make my appearance early next month. Otherwise I am afraid I shall have to wait 

until November, when I expect the steamer "Pluto" down from Calcutta. 

I hope you will kindly consider this communication as confidential, it not being the intention of 

the governor General that I should publicly intimate the object of any proposed visit to your 

Quarter, but on leaving this {place?} let it be supposed that I am merely taking one of my 

ordinary trips for making myself acquainted with the Archipelago. 

  

Believe me to remain 

Yours sincerely 

Sd O.C. 

True Copy 

M Protheroe 



To Capt. J. Brooke Brooke 

Rajah Muda of Sarawak 


