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Title 

Laura Riding collection 

Dates 

ca. 1960-1973 

Extent 

9 cm of textual records 

Biographical Sketch 

Laura Riding was an American poet, critic, editor and fiction writer. She was born in New York 

of American-Austrian descent and educated in Brooklyn and at Cornell University. She lived in 

England and other countries in Europe from 1925 to 1939, during which time she wrote "A 

Survey of Modernistic Poetry" and "A Pamphlet Against Anthologies", both in collaboration 

with Robert Graves, and "Collected Poems" and "Lives of Wives". She returned to the United 

States in 1939 and from 1941, when she married Schuyler Jackson, worked with his to produce a 

dictionary on original lines. As Laura Riding Jackson, she produced "The Telling" (1972). 

Scope and Content 

The collection consists of manuscripts and typescripts of essays of Laura Riding (some with 

holograph corrections), with typed notes by Riding describing them. The collection also includes 

records relating to the work "The Telling", including typescripts with corrections. 

Finding Aids 

Finding aid available. 

Title Source 

Title based on the contents of the collection. 



 

 

LAURA RIDING 

American Writer 

A total of three hundred and fifteen sheets, gathered into twelve bundles with typed notes 

(initialled) describing them. First, three sections of a book on the English poet Charles M. 

Doughty; next, an essay called "Some Autobiographical Corrections of Literary History"; next, 

the manuscript of the first part of an essay entitled "Language in the Mind"; next, a 

miscellaneous group of ten "fragments"; next, the manuscript of an article on Robert Penn 

Warren; next, a copy of the printed text of a speech by Alan Clark, with an extensive quote taken 

from the manuscript "On the Fable of the Dice" (also present); finally, the draft of a letter to the 

Times Literary Supplement; and the rough draft of an article called "Bibliography and Literary 

History, and Some Autobiographical Realities" published after some changes in the Denver 

Quarterly. 

 
The sheets are as follows: 

 

 

Original typescript: heavily corrected - 36 

lightly corrected - 12 

Xerox of typescript: heavily corrected - 3 

lightly corrected - 33 

Carbon of typescript: heavily corrected - 48 

lightly corrected - 2 

Holograph: 108 (+ 1 used on both sides) 

Carbon of holograph: 70 

Xerox of printed material: 2 



 

 

Inventory of the Papers of Laura Riding 
 

 
BOX 1 

 

Accession 77-74 
 

1.1 "The Telling" 

tls 

holo. table of contents 

cts addendum 

cts 

envelope with short holo. note 

 
Accession 94-119 

 
315 sheets of manuscript material with typed notes describing them. 

 
1.2 Book on English Poet Charles M. Doughty 

3 sections 

1.3 "Some Autobiographical Corrections Of Literary History" 

1.4 "Language In The Mind" 

1st part 

1.5 Miscellaneous Group of Ten "Fragments" 

1.6 Article on Robert Penn Warren 

1.7 "On The Fable Of The Dice" 

plus speech by Alan Clark 

1.8 Letter to TLS 

rough draft-not published in TLS 

1.9 "Bibliography And Literary History And Some 

Autobiographical Realities" 

1.10 "Rational Meaning:  A New Foundation For The 

Definition Of Words" 

Chapter XIV 

1.11 "Special Honors For Laura Riding" 
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