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From the 10
th

 July 1863 
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th

 December 1863 

  

                                                                                                            10/7/64 {63} 

My dear Brigadier 

  

                        I have been so busy preparing my Administration Report that I omitted to answer 

your note by the “Pluto”.  I however wrote to Capt Burn to ascertain whether the cost of the fuel 

to Labuan will exceed the amount of passage money to be paid for the Detachment.  The party 

being so small I am afraid this will be the case, which would preclude my sending the steamer 

over, as the expense would be debited against the Labuan Govt and there is always difficulty 

about the grant for its Military Establishment.  If however I am mistaken in this point, as I do not 

think the “Pluto”‟s services are required just at present, I should have much pleasure in meeting 

your wishes. 

  

            I hope that your Sick List is not increasing.  The 40
th

 with fewer men had heavier duty 

and when they left the Straits they had not a larger sick List than a Corps in India.  I am afraid 

there is little prospect of the Mily. Force, as regards Infantry, being increased in the Straits for 

some time to come.  Should you however, owing to the prevalence of sickness, consider it 

necessary to reduce the Guards, I should be quite prepared to recommend the substitution of 

Policemen for Sepoys at the Sheriff‟s Jail and Convict Work Yard.  I did recommend the change 

some time ago but was informed that, as it was necessary to keep Native Troops in the Straits, I 

must employ them as far as practicable on Civil Duties.  The finance Dep. And Mil: Dep. Do not 

always take the same view of matters and I fancy the former has the most influence nowadays. 

You have doubtless heard that there is little prospect of a European Corps being sent to 

Singapore for the present.  

  

            I hope you will be pleased with the revised plan of the Guard Room at Fort Canning.  I 

should almost have preferred having it in the body of the Fort, at right angles to the Barracks and 

Canteen, so as to have formed the 4
th

 side of the Square, but if I remember right, there was 

hardly sufficient space for it without interfering with ventilation whilst the cost wd. Have been 

greater. 

                                                                                                Sd O C 

            Brigadier de Sansmany 

  

Précis of a note to Captain Burn R C Spore                           d/20/7/63 

  

Mentions that Capt Anderson is entitled to 
½
 salary of the Command of the “Mohr”, and as he no 

longer requires the berth desires him to nominate M P Earl and send up the vessel as soon as 

possible.  With regard to Lt Burn states that his succeeding to the Appt at Pinang depends upon 

Lieut. Philbrick‟s being no longer a candidate.  Desires him to ask Capt MacNair to ascertain the 

point.  Requests him to tell Davidson that he will gazette the necessary appointment to the 

Rifles.  Supposes that Scott will be Adjt Gl {and?} Qu
r  

Master. 

                                                                                                Sd O C 



                        M P 

  

Précis of a letter to Captain Burn R C Singapore                               d/20/7/63 

  

States that there is no legal power to interfere with Native vessels proceeding over crowded to 

China but Captain Wright should report any very bad case officially and the matter will again be 

urged upon the Supreme Govt. Will try the Tumongong‟s subject in custody in our own Court. 

Points out that his liability to trial brings {turns?} on his having been 6 moths in our territory 

before being brought before the Magistrate.  With reference to the Consular Jail there is not the 

slightest chance of one being erected.  Considers that should a consul bring a refractory seaman 

before our Magistrate and request that he might be tried according to Br Law, the man might be 

punished. Will not be able to give much aid as regards the Burial Ground.  Considers that it 

would be cheaper to send a party of Police Peons with Convicts to Bombay than Sepoys.  

Enquires whether his brother would like the Command of the “Mohr” as soon as the “Pluto” is 

ready for sea.  Desires him to send her to Pinang with Mayne; thence she will return to Spore 

touching with letters at Assahan. 2 days after the despatch of the Administration Report to 

Calcutta, desires him to send the usual copies to the Editors of Straits Times and Free Press, and 

desires him to send 3 or 4 copies to this office.  Mentions the proposed Introduction of the Penal 

Code.  Mentions that he will remain here till Septr.  Desires him to watch the Ex.Sultan of 

Lingga should he come to Singapore. 

                                                                                                            Sd O C 

  

Précis of letter to Capt Mayne                                                d/26/7/63 

  

Desires him to dispose of circular as usual Mr Logan having expressed readiness to make the 

necessary advances.  Wishes him to come up immediately after receipt of Calcutta Mail to 

conclude arrangements regarding drainage works at Sehar Ikan Mati.  Burn has been requested to 

send up “Pluto” .  When Estimates for works at Pulo Brani are recd Capt Burn to be furnished 

with a copy of Supreme Govt order {and?} instructed to make advances to be debited against 

Imperial Govt. Draws attention to necessity for protecting the piers of Juru Bridge. 

                                                                                    Sd O C 

            M P 

  

My dear Bain 

  

            I have made the two corrections {at?} Paras 1 and 4 which I think will suit the purpose.  

Surely some of our own houses are connected with Firms in Siam, Batavia, China and Manilla.  

If so you should insert these places in Para v.  In haste etc. 

  

                                                                                                            Sd O C 

                        R Bain Esqre 

                                                                                                            Pinang 25/7/63 

My dear Mr Mathison 

  

                        I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 7
th

 Instant.  It is 

of course out of my power to make any promise of providing for Captain Anderson.  The reason 



especially as {is?} under the orders from the Secy of State a preference as regards Marine 

Appointments is to be given to officers of the late Indian Navy who may desire to obtain 

employment under any of the Indian Govts, and I can therefore merely say that his claim will not 

be lost sight of, and in the event of any vacancy occurring would receive due consideration. 

                                                                                                Sd O C 

The Revd L Mathison 

            Singapore 

  

                                                                                                            25/7/63 Pinang Hill 

My dear Sir 

  

            In reply to your letter of the 13
th

 Ult I have the pleasure to state that I have caused your 

name to be placed on the list of candidates for the Residency Chaplaincy of Malacca in the event 

of its becoming vacant by the resignation of Mr Hackett, regarding which however I have at 

present no intimation.  I deem it right to mention that Malacca being within the diocese of the 

Bishop of Calcutta his Lordship‟s sanction is necessary previous to a candidate‟s being 

nominated to the appointment. 

                                                                                                Sd O C 

            True Copy 

                        M P 

The Revd C A Hock 

                        Sarawak 

  

                                                                                                Pinang 25/7/63 

My dear Burn 

  

                        Many thanks for your long letter of the 14
th

 Inst received by the Mail. 

  

            As regards Captain Osborne‟s plan of deporting laborers with their families from China 

to the Straits Settlements, I am unable to express any decided opinion until I am favored with a 

sketch of the whole scheme upon which to form a judgement.  At the same time I am inclined to 

believe that even at Singapore we might find a field for one or two thousand in the district 

towards Tanjong Karang which we are now opening up with new roads.  Kim Singh has a large 

tract of land in that Quarter and you could not do better than speak to him on the subject and 

communicate his views to Captain Osborne.  There is also some room for agriculturalists in the 

district between Changha and Sirangoon through which another road is being cut.  Possibly 

Whampoa might be able to give you some valuable hints and it might therefore be advisable for 

you to consult him on this point as well as Kim Singh at Malacca.  I have little doubt that there 

will be a cosierable demand for labor and that the immigrants would have little difficulty in 

obtaining employment immediately on their landing.  Even in Province Wellesley there may be a 

requisition for more labor as the immigration from Madras is not so great as formerly.  I will 

therefore speak to Nairne and Brown and ascertain their views on the subject. 

  

Considers that the Bill of Sale in the Chinese Burial Ground question is for another piece of land 

altogether.  In the case of the Johore Murder points out that unless the murder was committed on 

A or arm of the sea and within 3 miles of our coasts we should have no jurisdiction except by 



proving the Criminal a British subject under Act 1 of 1849.  Is unable to sanction a guard for his 

House.  With regard to sentries presenting arms to him feels sure that it is prescribed by the 

different Guard Regulations.  Cannot understand the cause of delay in getting the “Mohr” ready.  

Desires him to send up the “Pluto” with Mayne on her return.  She can wait at Singapore until 

the Recorder proceeds on Circuit and then come up to Pinang for Governor.  Mentions that the 

grammar of the proceedings in the case of the loss of the “Lucy” is bad and desires him to 

mention this to Capt Wright. 

                                                                                                            Sd O C 

M P 

                                    Capt J Burn R C Spore 

  

                                                                                    25/7/63            Pinang Hill 

My dear Playfair 

  

            I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10
th

 Instant.  I am not 

aware of there being any objection to your including every kind of fruit in your Revenue farm.  

The land holders are bound to pay the tenths upon the produce of their ground whatever that 

produce may be and there seems to be no good reason for making any distinction between our 

{one?} kind and another. I have little doubt that the arrangement will induce many to take out 

leases.   

  

I hope to receive the decision in Mr Velge‟s case by the Mail now expected. If however 

the Judge had any opportunity of making his opinion known when he passed through the Station 

I fancy that the Advocate General‟s decision will hardly be needed. 

  

I am very sorry to hear that there has been another murder.  I trust you will be able to 

secure a conviction in the case and then {thus?} to check the crime which is certainly a great deal 

too frequent at Malacca, owing in a great measure to the weakness of our Police Force and the 

want of proper means of communication.  It will take some time yet ere we shall be able to put a 

stop to it entirely.  Baxter seems to have behaved very wll in seizing the murderer in this 

instance. 

  

I trust that you will be able to effect an amicable settlement between the old Sultan and 

Suleewataro.  If the former would get a good person to manage Moar for him, with the aid of his 

pension and the revenue he might collect, he would be able to live very comfortably. 

  

Burn has sent me the copy of a letter he has written to you about the intention of Capt. 

Osborne to deport Chinese Rebels with their families to the Stations of the Straits Settlements.  I 

should be glad to hear what your Chinese Notables think of the plan.  I should imagine that 

agricultural laborers would soon obtain employment, and it certainly is a matter of importance to 

us to induce an influx of women and children into our Districts. 

  

I have just noticed the postscript to your letter.  If you will refer to the correspondence 

you will find that there has never been a doubt expressed as to persons retaining their 

prescriptive rights, even although they may have taken out Commutation deeds. The question at 

issue is whether persons who never possessed prescriptive rights had such rights conferred upon 



them by receiving commutation deeds, and on this point the Judge entertains no doubt.  The 

possession of the commutation deed neither takes away nor confers a prescriptive right.  That 

right rests entirely on another basis, the fact of the land having been occupied by the holder or 

his predecessor before the transfer of the Settlement to the British.  In Mr. Velge‟s case it is 

proved that the ground was not occupied until after the transfer.  Hence he cannot claim under a 

prescriptive right.  If he could have proved that the land had been I his possession, or in that of 

the Malays from whom he purchased it before 1824, he could not have been interfered with, 

notwithstanding his having accepted a commutation deed. 

                                                                                                Sd O C 

True copy 

            M P  

Hon Capt Playfair  

  

My dear Macpherson 

  

                        It does not appear that this is a case in which we have any right to interfere.  The 

men are not our subjects.  They took out no certificate of investigation and have lived at Perak 

just as long as they have been in the British territories.  Moreover the quarrel in the first instance 

arose amongst the Chinese themselves and it does not appear that any British property has been 

seized by the Perak authorities.  This is a very different case from the one at Larroot.   

  

There would however be no objection to your writing a friendly letter to the yang de per 

Tuan to the effect that as the Petitioners have asked your intercession to enable them to convey 

provision to their comrades, you have thought it right to bring the matter to his notice, feeling 

certain that he will act justly towards them and prevent their being unnecessarily molested.  The 

petitioners however should  be clearly warned that our Govt would not interfere on their behalf. 

                                                                                    Sd O C 

M P 

  

  

  

  

                                                                                                Pinang Hill July 25 

My dear Lord 

  

            I have the pleasure to acknowledge your Letter of the 30 April, which has only lately 

reached me, transmitting the scheme for the education of Christian Children in the Bengal 

Residency. 

  

            I am afraid I cannot hold out much hope of obtaining any support in this Settlement 

when, as your Lordship is aware, we have already at such Station several Schools almost entirely 

dependent upon our Local resources, for which we already experience some difficulty in 

collecting sufficient subscriptions, consequent on the departure for England of a great number of 

old residents, most of whom were liberal subscribers to all our Public Institutions, which is not 

the case with many of their successors. 

  



            I am I great hopes that we may soon hear of your having been able to secure the services 

of a Master for the Malacca School, where a competent head is certainly most needed.  Should 

the application to your Lordship fail of success, I almost think it would be advisable for the 

School Committee to make a                       to England, as consequent in the recent measure 

{increase?} to the Government Grant in Aid they are now in a position to offer a liberal salary. 

                                                                        Signed O Cavenagh 

To The Right Revd 

            The Lord Bishop of Calcutta 

  

                                                                                                                        30/7/63 

My dear Nairne 

  

                        Returns papers regarding Sumatra. 

  

            Captain Osborn has spoken to Brown on the subject of his Scheme for deporting Chinese, 

with their wives and families, to British Settlements, with a view to some of them being sent to 

the Straits, should we not object. Will you kindly favor me with your view on the subject as 

regards their introduction into Province Wellesley. 

  

                                                                                                Sd O C 

            L Nairne Esqre 

  

Letter to the Bp of Calcutta requesting him to send another Chaplain to Singapore instead of 

Nicolson and requesting him to transfer him to Bengal. 

                                                                                                Sd O C 

            30/7/63                                                                                    M P 

  

Précis of a note to Captain Burn R C Singapore per “Armenian”                  d/6
th

/8/63 

  

Informs him that he will receive secret orders regarding the exportation of arms at Singapore and 

desires him to ascertain whether any have been or are likely to be sent from Singapore to Japan. 

                                                                                                Sd O C 

  

Précis of a note to Revd A.D.Nicholson Chaplain Singapore                        d/7/8/63 

  

Replies to his letter of the 25
th

 and mentions that his privilege leave will be granted provided he 

makes arrangements for the performance of his duties during his absence.  Refers him to Capt 

Burn for the order. 

                                                                                                Sd O C 

  

                                                                                                Pinang 7/8/63 

My dear Burn 

  

            By this Mail you will receive the official (Secret) on the subject of the prohibition of the 

Exportation of Arms from Singapore.  The order from the Secretary of State was an extremely 

difficult one to carry out in the present state of the law and in the absence of a  Legislative 



Council for the Straits.  However I trust that the Home Govt will be satisfied that I have done my 

best to carry out its wishes.  The Notification will appear in Friday‟s Gazette, but it might be as 

well to inform McNair that it should not be inserted until the last moment and that the issue of 

the Gazette might be delayed so that it would only be in circulation by Saturday morning.  In the 

manner {matter?} with regard to the Names it might be advisable for you to delay having the 

forms printed until the 18
th

 so that the object with which the Notification was issued might not 

become known until a day or so before the sections of the Act come into operation. 

  

            By the last Mail I received an application from Nicolson for one month‟s leave but the 

letter was a very informal document and did not state what arrangements he proposed making for 

the performance of his duties during absence.  Moreover I am doubtful whether he is entitled to 

obtain privilege leave, as the only regulation that I can find upon the subject requires a period of 

11 months to elapse from the date of return from Sick Leave.  If however Nicolson can satisfy 

you that his duty will be performed and that he is entitled under the rules for Chaplains to 

Privilege leave, on his sending in a formal application to you as Secy to Govt, you may grant him 

the leave at once sending on the application with the word „sanctioned‟ written across it, so that 

we may see that it is all right. 

  

            I hope you will have paid Count van Rangow‟s money.   

  

                        etc. etc.                                                                        Sd O C 

  

  

  

  

  

(inserted letters) 

No 1 

Secret                          From 

                                                The Governor of the Settlement of  

                                                Prince of Wales Island, Singapore and Malacca 

                                    To 

                                                The Right Honble the Secretary of State for India 

Sir 

            In acknowledging the receipt of your Despatch No 1 Dated 26
th

 June 1863 I have the 

honor to state that consequent on the non-existence of a Legislative Council for the Straits 

Settlement, being precluded from introducing an Act got the prohibition of the exportation of 

Arms and Ammunition, I have deemed it my duty, in accordance with the wishes of Her 

Majesty‟s Government and under the power vested in the Governor of a Presidency by Section L 

of Act XXXI of 1860, to bring into operation throughout the Settlement the provisions of 

SectionsV, VI, VII, XIII, XIV, XV, XVI, XLI, XLII,  XLIII, XLIV, XLV, XLVI, XLVII, 

XLVIII and XLIX of the above Enactment.  At the same time I have instructed Resident 

Councillors, the Officers authorized to grant Licenses for the sale of Arms etc to require, as one 

of the conditions under which the Licences are to be issued, that no sale of Arms for exportation 

shall take place except under a declaration from the purchaser, that they are intended for the use 

of the Imperial Govt. of China and for despatch by some particular vessel, such declaration, 



further with a statement of the quantity and description of arms sold, being transmitted within 

twenty-four hours to the Resident Councillor‟s Office, in order that the necessary comparison 

may be made with the Returns at the Export Office and intimation also sent to the Senior Naval 

Officer at Hongkong for his information and for communication to His Excellency the Naval 

Commander in Chief. 

  

2. I trust that the above measures of which a report will duly be made to the Hon‟ble the 

President in Council, may meet with the approval of Her Majesty‟s Government. 

  

No 2 

Secret                                                  To 

                                                                        The Offg. Resident Councillor 

                                                                                                Singapore 

Sir 

  

   With reference to the accompanying Notification which you are requested to forward for 

publication in the next Government Gazette I have been instructed by his honor the Governor to 

transmit for your guidance a form for the Licenses you are authorized to grant for the sale of 

Arms and Ammunition and to desire that, on the receipt of the Declaration and Statement alluded 

to in the second condition of the License, you will adopt suitable measures for ascertaining the 

truth of the Declaration from the Returns of the Export and Import Office, and at the same time, 

furnish the Senior Naval Officer at Hongkong for his information and for communication to His 

Excellency the Naval Commander in Chief, with a list of all vessels leaving for China with Arms 

or Ammunition on board; a statement of the quantity of Arms and Ammunition as recorded in 

the Registrar‟s Office should accompany the list. 

  

2. Your attention is called to Sections VIII, IX, X and XI of Regulation iii of 1833. 

  

O C 

            Augt 1
st
 1863 

  

  

Licences 
  

A B is hereby authorized to deal in arms and ammunition under the following conditions. 

  

1
st
. That no sale of fire arms for use within the limits of the Straits Settlement shall exceed in 

number Twelve to any one person without notice thereof  being duly give within twenty four 

hours from the time of sale to the Resident Councillor. 

  

2
nd

. That no sale of arms for exportation shall be made except under a written declaration from 

the purchaser that such arms are intended for the use of the Imperial Government of China, and 

for despatch by a vessel, of which the name is to be therein specified, such declaration together 

with a statement of the quantity and description of arms sold to be transmitted within twenty four 

hours of the time of sale, to the Resident Councillor. 



  

Given under my hand and seal on the                                    day of                          in the year 

One thousand eight hundred and sixty three. 

                                                                                    ____________ 

                                                                                    resident Councillor 

Resident Councillor‟s Office 

____of____________1863 

  

  

Notification 
  

His Honor the Governor has been pleased to declare that from and after the 20
th

 day of August 

1863 the several Stations in the Straits Settlement should be subject, until further notice to the 

operation of the provisions of Sections V, VI, VII, XIII, XIV, XV, XVI, XLI, XLII,  XLIII, 

XLIV, XLV, XLVI, XLVII, XLVIII and XLIX of Act XXXi of 1860. 

  

Under the provisions of Section VII of Act XXXI of 1860, Resident Councillors are hereby 

authorized to grant Licences to deal in Arms and Ammunition. 

  

                                                                                                By Order 

  

                                                                                    Dy Secr to Government 

            Pinang 

                        7
th

 Augt 1863 

                                                                        No 3 

Secret              To 

                             The Offg Secr to Government 

                                                Foreign Department 

Sir 

  

            I have the honor to forward herewith for submission to the Honble the President in 

Council a copy of a notification which, under instructions received from the Right Hon‟ble the 

Secretary of State for India “to adopt prompt and effectual measures for the prevention of the 

exportation of arms from the Straits Settlement, except for the ascertained use of the Imperial 

Government of China”, I have deemed it my duty, as a temporary arrangement, pending the 

receipt of orders from India, to issue {an order?}for the introduction of the provisions of certain 

Sections of Act XIII of 1860, unto the several Stations under this Government. I also beg to 

enclose a transcript of the instructions, which, with the above object in view, I have caused to be 

addressed to the Resident Councillor at Singapore. 

  

2. Although it is not usual to style the Straits Settlement a Presidency, yet as it once bore that 

designation and in the present letters Patent constituting the Supreme Court the Government is 

still recognised as “consisting of a Governor or President and their Councillors under the 

designation of Governor or President and Council” and certain orders are required to bear the 

signature of one of the Resident Councillors in addition to that of the governor.  I have been 



induced to believe that under Section L of Act XXXI, I am vested with the necessary authority to 

subject any place within the limits of this Government to the operation of all or any of the 

provisions of the above Act.  This covers especially as in other Sections the powers accorded are 

granted to the “Local Government” and, with reference to sections XII and LIV, it is clear that 

no special exception was intended to be made with respect to the Straits Settlement, whilst the 

exemptions of the Right Hon‟ble the Governor General in Council would only I presume have 

power until the Act might be brought into operation by any competent legal authority. 

  

3. Owing to my not having been furnished with a copy of the Term of Licence purchased 

{provided?} by the Governor General in Council I have omitted my {any?}allusions to Section 

VIII in the Notification but should the Terms I have advised to be adopted be approved of the 

provisions of this Section may hereafter be enforced. 

  

4. Should I have been in error I trust that the desire to meet the wishes of the Home Government 

may plead as my excuse and that if practicable as a lesson the 20
th

 Inst the necessary orders may 

be issued in confirmation of my proceedings. 

  

O C 

  

Précis of a letter to Sir R Schomburgk           July 

  

States that as reported in his official letter he must decline accepting any responsibility with 

respect to the Ex.Sultan of Lingga, but he has no power to prevent a Foreigner from entering the 

Settlement and can therefore merely warn him of the cosequences of his attempting to carry on 

intrigues.  He has however reported to the Supreme Govt. that he considers the Ex.Sultan‟s 

residence at Singapore fraught with evil to our interests in the Peninsula and therefore extremely 

undesirable.  States that the ruling Bandahara and Ex.B having died, the son of the latter being a 

mirror {minor?} and there being a want of unanimity amongst his uncles, Wan Ahmed rules for 

the present unopposed; that it is said he talks of attacking Johore.  If so the British Government 

must interfere but if he conducts himself peaceably he will be recognised as the de facto Ruler of 

the Country, but he will be called upon to grant compensation for loss sustained by British 

Subjects through the acts of his partisans.  Mentions that the supposed shells found at Tringanu 

are Armstrong shot {and?} that the Sultan himself was obliged to acknowledge that no one was 

hurt and denied that he ever said the contrary. 

                                                                                                Sd O C 

  

Précis of a letter to Captain Playfair R C Malacca 

  

Is much pleased at his management of the matter between the Sultan of Moar and Suleewattaro.  

Hopes he will be able to obtain a conviction in the Ayer Panas murder case.  Presumes that at 

Malacca there would be a fine field for agricultural labourers.  Desires him to write and ask Kim 

Sing if he intends to take up his grant.  Mentions that a good man goes down by this Mail to 

relieve Boyd who can go to Singapore in “Pluto”.  Enquires whether the Rachado Lighthouse 

Keeper has arrived from Singapore for Cape Rachado. 

            11/8/63                                                Sd O C 

  



                                                                                                            11/8/63 

My dear Brown 

  

                        With reference to our conversation this morning I think it right to send you an 

extract from Logan‟s note to Protheroe which I think will satisfy you that the offer contained in 

the Chief Engineer‟s letter is strictly in accordance with Logan‟s own view and with the general 

tenor of the correspondence on the subject of the drainage scheme.  It is immaterial to 

Government which arrangement Logan prefers but I believe myself it would be to his advantage 

to allow the work to be carried out by the P.W.D. 

  

                                                                                                            Sd O C 

P.S. No allusion is made to the Embankment of the Muda. 

  

Précis of a letter to the governor of Labuan                                       d/13/11 (8)/63 

  

States that if Dr Cowpar considers that any of the men of the Detachment are weak or sickly he 

can now recommend their being sent back to the Straits and thus reduce the strength if it is too 

great, the Brig
r
 having been permitted to forward the reinforcement to replace casualties and 

allow local men to be relieved.  Mentions that he would be much obliged if he would procure for 

him the original of a copy of a Pass signed by the Sultan of  Sooloo as it may be useful.  Doubts 

whether the Sultan is aware of the nature of the document to which his seal is attached. 

                                                                                                Sd O C 

  

No 4 

To The Offg R C Malacca                                                      d/14/8/63 

  

Sir.       With reference to a notification dated 7
th

 Instant in the Straits government Gazette I have 

been instructed by His Honor the Governor to transmit for your guidance a form for the Licenses 

you are authorized to grant for the sale of arms and ammunition. 

  

                                                                                                Sd O C 

No 5 

To Offg R C Pinang                                                               d/22/8/63 

  

Précis of a letter to Sir R Schomburgk Consul at Bangkok    d/14
th

 August 1863 

  

In reply to his letter of 31
st
 Ultimo will be glad to receive his communication regarding the 

revised scheme for constructing a railroad across the Kraw Isthmus.  Give his reasons for 

considering that a telegraph would succeed better than a line of Railway.  Considers that the visit 

of Mr Read to Bangkok is connected with the Ex.Sultan of Lingga.  Mentions that he returns to 

England with Sir James Brooke.  Fancies that the Court at Bangkok are unaware of the 

correspondence between the Rajah of Tringanu and this Govt in 1861. 

  

                                                                                                15/8/63 

My dear Sir Benson 

  



                        I have the pleasure to enclose for your perusal a petition received yesterday in 

behalf of one of the prisoners tried at the last sessions.  I should feel much obliged by your 

kindly favoring me with your opinion as to the case and informing me whether you deem the 

appeal now made deserving of consideration. 

  

                                                                                                Sd O C 

            M P 

Sir Benson Maxwell 

            Recorder Pinang 

  

My dear Sandilands 

  

                        I find that I have omitted replying to the query contained in your note received 

some time back relative to your proposed operations in Larroot.  I trust that you will kindly 

excuse the delay that has occurred in furnishing you with the information required.  I am not 

aware of there being any objection on the part of Govt to British subjects settling in Larroot 

provided they may obtain a grant of land from competent authority and in due conformity with 

the existing regulations of the Country.  Under the terms of Treaties with the British Govt the 

Sultan is bound, as far as may be in his power, to afford due protection to any of our subjects 

who may resort to his territories for the purpose of trade, and he is also bound to prevent any 

duty in excess to {of?} the prescribed sum of $6 per bhar being levied upon tin exported from his 

country.  These obligations will be duly enforced, but of course in the event of any British 

subject claiming reparation for wrongs sustained, it would be necessary for him to adduce 

satisfactory proof that all redress had been denied by the Perak authorities and that in the first 

instance his losses were not due to any misconduct or irregularity on his own part.  These two 

points clearly established, his claim would meet with every support from the Local Govt and the 

necessary compensation he {be?} demanded from the Sultan. 

  

                                                                                                Sd/ O C 

  

Extract from a letter to H M Simons                                      d/17
th

 August 1863 

  

            I have the pleasure to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 7
th

 Inst enclosing translation 

of the notice sent by Inchi Wan Ahmed to the residents of Pulo Tingee.  The official will I 

presume reach me in time to admit of its being dispatched to Calcutta by the first Mail, together 

with the letter on the subject of your claim to compensation for losses sustained at Kwantan, 

regarding which I have already prepared my despatch. 

  

            Should it prove true that permission to work the tin mines is likely to be obtained from 

the Ex.Sultan of Lingga, I hope you will be able to obtain one of the permits bearing his seal and 

signature.  The production of this document would I think induce the Supreme Govt to adopt a 

decided line of policy as regards Pahang, as it would be a clear proof of the influence which has 

hitherto been at work to thwart the plans of the Local Authorities for re-establishing Peace and 

Quietness in that distracted Country 

  

                                                                                                Sd O C 



  

Extract of Letter to Capt Burn                                               dated 20 Augt 1863 

  

            “I believe that Chaplains are allowed one month‟s leave out of six.  At least Mackay 

lately shewed me an order granting them three moths leave out of eighteen months, so that you 

are quite right in allowing Nicolson to proceed to Sarawak.  I will calculate {circulate?}Capt 

Osborn‟s Memo privately amongst some of the Planters here, so as to elicit an expression of their 

opinion upon the points on which he requires information.  I have little doubt that in the Straits 

and Johore an ample fold {field?} will be found for a large number of able bodied men with their 

wives and children. 

  

            The treatment of Foreigners discharged from American rights {ships?} has long been a 

vexed question at Singapore.  I am afraid that all that can be done is, in the want (count?}of them 

becoming vagrants, to bring them before the Magistrate by whom they can be committed to the 

House of Correction, where they will be clothed and fed.  The measure may appear a harsh one 

but it is the only one that can be adopted. At the same time Wright might be on the lookout to 

ship any that are entitled to be considered as sailors, and you might in my name and under your 

signature as Sec. to Govt. remit any period of imprisonment remaining in case of employment 

being available to them. 

  

            The question of our route to China being liable to be cut off in the case of a War is one of 

those I have already brought to notice in reporting the establishment formed by the Dutch upon 

the Natunas. 

  

            The orders from home make no mention of Ammunition but merely require me to prevent 

the despatch of Arms.  Moreover, as under the Port Regulations all Powder must be stored in the 

Magazine or Powder bulk, it would hardly be necessary to make any allusion to the sale of 

powder in the Licenses to deal with Arms and Ammunition.  At the same time it is advisable that 

you should furnish the Naval Office Comdr. At Hogkong with a list of all vessels leaving the 

harbour with large quantities of powder on board 

  

            I think it would be advisable to delay taking any steps towards the sale of the Tanjong 

Paggar land at present.  The Borneo Company I imagine are merely thinking of purchasing it on 

speculation.  Both the Messageries and the new Dock Company are I know on the lookout for 

land in that Quarter. 

  

            Playfair was quite right with respect to the payment of the Sultan‟s pension but he should 

have furnished you with a copy of Protheroe‟s Letter on the subject.  Indeed a copy ought to 

have been sent to your Office direct, but we were busy at the time and the matter was 

overlooked.  It will however reach you hereafter. 

  

            I will not forget the Coffee Plants or seeds for the Tumongong when we come down in 

the “Pluto”. 

  

            I am very glad that you have published the Sections of the Arms Act that have been 

brought into force.  It is a proper measure so that as we may plead ignorance. At Hongkong the 



importation of arms has been prohibited altogether so that the merchants there have greater cause 

for complaint than those at Singapore. 

  

                                                                                                Augt 27  1863 

My dear Burn 

  

            With reference to our conversation o the subject of Chinese immigrants, I have the 

pleasure to enclose a Letter from Commodore Osborn mentioning the points upon which 

information will be required to enable the scheme to be brought to maturity.  I shall feel much 

obliged by your kindly shewing this to Nairne and others who may take an interest in the matter, 

and after consulting with them, favoring me with an expression of your views on the subject. 

  

            I would have forwarded the Letter to you officially but the Commodore requested that for 

the present it might be deemed a private communication, as the question had not yet been 

submitted publicly for the consideration of the Imperial Government.  etc. etc. 

                                                                                                Sd O Cavenagh 

To J Burn Esqre 

  

                                                                                                Augt 27 1863 

My dear Macpherson 

  

                        I have the pleasure to return the petition from the Larroot Miners as regards the 

import duty levied upon Opium.  There is a cause for complaint, the Sultan being under no 

Treaty Engagement on that head, but we have a right to demand that the Export duty upon Tin 

shall not exceed $6 per bhar.   

  

When the “Mohr” arrives you had therefore better send her down with a letter to the 

Sultan mentioning the substance of the petition as regards the payments required for the tin, and 

calling upon him, in accordance with his Treaty Engagement to make enquiries into the matter 

and, in the event of the petitioners‟ statements being correct, to grant them due redress and to 

check the exactions of his subordinate Chief.  He will probably excuse himself on the plea of 

want of power, in which case, under the instructions recently received, we shall be entitled to 

offer him assistance. 

  

You should satisfy yourself that the injured parties have a claim to be considered British 

subject. 

                                                                                    Sd O Cavenagh 

  

                                                                                                Pinang Aug 29 1863 

My dear Mr Babington 

  

                                    Since the introduction of the Budget System owing to the want of 

sufficient supervision on the part of the Local Government over the disbursements made at the 

different Treasuries, as well as the complicated nature of our Accounts, which require every little 

item of expenditure to be entered both in the rupee and Dollar currency, as far as I am capable of 

judging, considerable extra and unsatisfactory labor must have been imposed upon your 



Department.  This might be obviated by the appointment of a Depy Auditor and Accoint
t
 Genl 

for the Straits, an arrangement which I am induced to believe might be affected {effected?} 

without entailing much additional expense upon the Straits. 

  

            Although, considering the Revenues derived from the issue of Stamps at Singapore and 

the great mercantile interests involved in the efficiency of the Stamp Office, it is absolutely 

necessary that the Collector should be allowed a responsible Assistant, I have little doubt that 

with that aid the whole of his time will not be fully occupied and that he would be able to devote 

an hour or so per diem to other duties. The present Collector bears the character of being a 

particularly good Accountant and is well acquainted with the different Regulations of the 

Service. With the assistance of a Clerk and an Accountant he would in all probability, without 

detriment to the performance of his other duties, be able to effectually check the whole of the 

accounts of the Settlement, and prepare such periodical Returns as might be required for your 

office.  These Returns would of course be in Rupees rendered from the Dollar currency at an 

emission rate.  At present we have two or three rates which cause much confusion.  Thus your 

office would be spared all necessity for attending to details, whilst, as all the accounts would 

undergo prompt scrutiny by an Officer who would be duly furnished with all the necessary rules 

for his guidance, and but one system would be allowed at the three Residencies.  Any irregularity 

would be at once brought to the notice of the Local Government and rectified whilst, in the event 

of any information being called for, it could be furnished without delay.  At present months may 

elapse before an error is discovered or the cause of some discrepancy explained.  Moreover in 

my desire to ensure uniformity of procedure I may sometimes issue orders which may prove at 

variance with instructions received from your office, of which I am perfectly ignorant. 

  

            As regard the Establishment I have thought it probable that on being relieved of the duty 

of scrutinizing the Accounts of the Straits Settlement your Office might be able to spare an 

intelligent Clerk to be transferred to Singapore, and as the Chief engineer would cease to audit 

the public Works Accounts, an Accountant might be taken from his Department.  Thus no 

expenditure would be incurred in this account whilst 100 Rs per mensem would prove a 

sufficient remuneration to the Stamp Collector for the performance of the additional duties that 

would be required of him. 

  

            I should be much obliged if you would kindly favor me with your views upon this 

subject, as should you deem the scheme worthy of trial I would submit the question for the 

consideration of the Supreme Government.  Trusting that you will excuse my thus troubling you. 

                                                            Believe me to remain 

                                                                        Yours sincerely 

                                                                        Orfeur Cavenagh 

To L A Babington Brig 

            Offg Accountt Genl: 

                        Govt of India 

  

My dear Nairne 

  



                        I have been thinking over the subject of our conversation on Friday and believe I 

shall be able to remove any undue restriction upon the sale of arms by a modification in the 

License which will render any appeal from the Chamber unnecessary in the course of tomorrow. 

                                                                                                Sd O C 

  

Extract from a letter to Captain Burn Ag: R C Singapore     d/31/8/63 

  

            The orders I received from Home were to put a stop to the exportation of arms to any 

place whatsoever until further instructions.  As however to place restrictions upon  the sale of 

arms to the Native traders resorting to our Ports might seriously interfere with our future 

commercial interests, I have taken upon myself the responsibility of modifying the License so as 

to include all such sales under the first condition.  This will I trust meet the wishes of the 

Chamber of Commerce and remove all reasonable objections that may be raised to the measure 

lately introduced, a measure which has been under consideration for some time.  Indeed it was 

apparently intended to prohibit their importation and exportation of arms altogether,  had I not 

pointed out the injury that might accrue to our trade, as it is possible if the recent regulations 

work well, Her Majesty‟s Govt. may be satisfied and the necessity for any stringent enactment be 

avoided. 

  

                                                                                                Sd O C 

31/8/63 

  

                                                                                                Pinang     3
rd

 Septr 

My dear Brooke 

  

                        Owing to our absence from Singapore your letter of the 7
th

 July, with the 

accompanying pamphlet, only reached me a few days ago, or it would have been answered by 

the last mail. 

  

            I need hardly say how much I am grieved at the open rapture {rupture?} that has taken 

place between Sir James Brooke and yourself.  For I had hoped that after the lapse of a few 

months your former friendly feelings towards one another would have been restored and that we 

should have had the pleasure of welcoming you again at Singapore en route to resume charge of 

your Government.  From all I have heard however I am afraid that all prospect of an early 

reconciliation has ceased, as Sir James is said to be much incensed against your family. The 

publication of your Pamphlet may have somewhat tended to this result and if so, as one of your 

friends, I cannot but regret that it appeared, as although it certainly places your right{s} clearly 

before the Public, yet those rights might have been fully recognised by your Uncle in his calmer 

moments, and as he cannot long remain in the East, indeed I understand that he purposes leaving 

for England in October, the breach might have been healed and you replaced in your proper 

position.  Now this I fear cannot be for years, if ever, whilst I am certain that the severance of 

this {tie?} of such long standing must have been most painful to yourself. 

  

                                                                                                            Sd O C 

J Brooke Brooke Esqre 

            Wither Rectory 



                        Dorkins {Dorking?} 

                                    Surrey 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

(insert 4) 

                                                            No 6 

Secret                                                                                      To the Offg Sect to Govt 

                                                                                                Foreign Department 

Sir 

  

            With reference to my Despatch No 3 Dated 7
th

 Ult I have the honor to enclose for 

submission to the Honble the President in Council copies of a communication of the 24
th

 I duly 

received from the Sect to the Chamber of Commerce at Singapore and of the reply thereto 

forwarded. 

  

2. As I am well aware that the opportunity afforded for purchasing arms is one of the  

principal inducements to the traders from the neighbouring Native States to bring their produce 

to the different Ports in the Straits, and consequently that any undue restriction upon trade in this 

respect might prove extremely detriment to the future commercial interests of the Settlement, I 

have deemed it advisable to authorize sales of arms to such traders, to be made under the 

condition prescribed for sales for Local purposes and as this concession will in no way militate 

against the due enforcement of the views of the Home Government I trust that it will meet with 

approval. 

  

Sept 3 1863                                                                                         O C 

(end of insert) 

  

                                                                                                            Pinang 7/9/63 

My dear Burn 

  

            You will receive an answer on the “Pluto”‟s arrival at Singapore to your official 

regarding Mr Pattfarcken‟s case.  Meantime I have been desired by the Governor to mention that 

you had better let the chests of arms belonging to that firm go, as the transhipment is apparently 

a bona fide one, merely sending the usual intelligence to China.  The alleged transhipment by the 

respectable Firm seems doubtful. 

  

            In the present instance it would appear that the Firm had kept the Arms for so long a time 

in their godowns that they had forgotten the name of the Vessel in which they were exported 

from Europe.  By a comparison between the books of a Firm, which you are entitled to call for 

under the Act, and the Report books, you can detect at once whether the arms were sent to 



Singapore for transhipment or sale, as the Register is I believe kept separately of articles to be 

sold on the Island or merely re-exported.  In the former case you can merely advise the 

Authorities at HgKg. Of the particulars and name of the vessel in which they have been shipped.  

In the latter, should any attempt at fraud have been made you can deprive the offender of his 

license. 

  

            The Governor promises that the advices you have addressed {to?} the Senior Naval 

officer at Hongkong of the despatch of arms Northward have been “Secret”.  He also wishes you 

for the future to send similar secret advices to the Coloial Secy. there. 

                                                                                                            Sd MP 

Hon Captain Burn Ag R C Singapore 

  

(insert) 

                                                            No 7 

Secret                                      From 

                                                            The Governor of the Settlement of Prince of 

                                                            Wales Island Singapore and Malacca 

                                                To  

                                                            The Right Hon‟ble the Secretary of State for India 

Sir 

  

            With reference to my Despatch No 1 of the 7
th

 Ult I have the honor to enclose for your 

consideration copies of a communication dated 24 I duly received from the Secy to the Chamber 

of Commerce at Singapore and of the reply thereto forwarded. 

  

2. As I am well aware that the opportunity afforded for purchasing arms is one of the  

principal inducements to the traders from the neighbouring Native States to bring their produce 

to the different ports in the Straits, and consequently that any undue restriction upon trade in this 

respect might prove extremely detriment to the future commercial interests of the Settlement, I 

have deemed it advisable to authorize sales of arms to such traders, being made under the 

condition prescribed for sales for Local purposes; as this concession will in no way militate 

against the due enforcement of the views of the Home Government I trust that it will meet with 

approval. 

  

3. I have duly forwarded a transcript of the above correspondence for the information of the 

Supreme Government. 

                                                                                                O C 

            Sept 6 1863 

(end of insert) 

  

                                                                                                Spore 19/9/63 

My dear Mr Troplory 

  

                        I have the pleasure to return with many thanks the two books you kindly 

forwarded for my perusal.  There being I regret to say no convention between France and Great 

Britain with regard to the Status of Consuls it is out of the power of an English Court to admit 



non jurisdiction on the plea of Consular rights.  At the same time it is quite possible that the 

decision in the Magistrate‟s Court may prove to be a bar to the revival of the case  in which you 

are a party, to the higher tribunal, a point which I will not fail to ascertain for your information.  I 

trust that this matter may be arranged to your satisfaction. 

                                                                                                Sd O C 

            M P 

  

  

                                                                                                20/9/63 

My dear Colonel Durrand 

  

                                    As it is possible that you may not have received any detailed account of 

the late operations in Japan, I have thought it advisable to forward to your address a copy of a 

Singapore Paper containing a relation of the attack upon Kagosima which may perhaps be 

deemed interesting.  In addition to the 2 Officers killed on board the Flag Ship private letters 

have mentioned the death of a third officer, the 1
st
 Lt. Of the “Coquette”.  I do not know whether 

there is any probability of Troops being required for the North. Indeed I trust that hostilities may 

be wholly restricted to the territories of Prince Setsuma and to be carried on entirely by the 

Navy.  At the same time I think it right to mention that by entertaining {enlisting?} a few 

Policemen I could at any moment meet a demand to the Extent of a European Co. of Artillery 

and a Corps of________ 

  

                                                                                                            Sd O C 

Col Durrand 

            Secy to Govt For Dept 

  

                                                                                                            23/9/63 

My dear Sir Richard 

  

                        I hope you will not think me unreasonable in asking you to kindly favor me with 

your opinion of Sec CIV of the Police Act.  According to that Section a compromise is permitted 

in the case of an offence of such a nature as the injured party might have sued and recovered 

damages in an action at Law.  Now in this instance the past and not the present or future tense is 

used which would lead to the belief that the injured party had the option in the first instance of 

bringing either a civil or criminal charge and having made his erection (selection?} and chose the 

latter he must abide by it, though as a matter of indulgence he may be allowed to accept a 

compromise. Were this not the case a person might be imprisoned for four months by the 

Magistrate and then called upon to pay heavy damages by the Higher Court for the same offence 

or the Magistrate might award damages to the extent of Rs 100 and then the complainant might 

bring his action into the higher tribunal and perhaps obtain a second reward to the same amount, 

in either case  the award being deemed a full equivalent for the injury sustained. 

  

23/9/63                                    Sir R B McCausland 

  

I have the pleasure to return the Depositions connected with the case at Malacca you 

kindly forwarded for my perusal.  There cannot be in my opinion a single doubt as to the justice 



of the sentence.  The criminal evidently intended to plunder his victim, and to effect his purpose 

would have taken his life without the slightest compunction.  I am afraid there is too much of this 

feeling towards the Chinese on the part of our Malay subjects, a feeling that consequent on the 

result of the late trial may perhaps now receive a check. 

  

As regards Mr Froplory‟s case I find by a reference to Riscoe‟s digest of the law of 

evidence that the award of summary punishment or the Grant of a certificate to the effect that the 

charge of assault has been dismissed acts as a bar to all further proceedings, Civil or Criminal, a 

decision that certainly appears in accordance with the great maxim of English Law that no 

person shall be tried twice for the same offence. 

  

            I have this moment received your kind note. Many thanks for all the trouble you have 

taken.  Sec xxii of Act xiii of 1856 gives the Magt
e
 of police the same powers and jurisdiction 

which by virtue of any Law may be exercised by two Justices of the Peace.  Would this not give 

him the power of granting the certificate authorized by Sec 27 and 28 9 Geo iv C 31 

                                                                                                            Sd O C 

To the same 

  

Letter to Joseph Robinson care of Mr A C Boyd Post Office Calcutta  - holding out no hope of 

his obtaining employment in the Straits. 

  

26/9/63                                                                                                Sd O C 

  

Certificate forwarded to Sergeant Stokes Byrne. 

  

26/9/63                                                                                                M P 

  

(insert)                                                 No 8 

Secret                                                              To 

                                                                                    The Offg Sect to Govt. 

                                                                                                Foreign Department 

Sir 

  

            In acknowledging the receipt of your despatch No 394 of the 5 Instant, I have the honor 

to represent for the consideration of the Honble the President in Council that Section 22 of Act 

xxxi of 1860 did not escape my attention but I entertained doubts, doubts that still exist, as to its 

being legally applicable in the present instance, in which not the transport of arms through our 

own territories as in my particular direction, but the general exportation is sought to be 

prohibited, and as it was an object, if possible, to carry out the orders of the Home Government 

in such a manner as not to invite discussion as to induce legal proceedings being taken against 

the Local Authorities I deemed it advisable not to include the above Section in my Notification. 

 I feel however that there is an Act still having legal operation which will enable me to 

effectually carry out the instructions I have received, that Act, viz Act xviii of 1841, in 

accordance with the order contained in your Office despatch (Secret), No 857 dated 26
th

 July 

1841, has never hitherto been enforced with the limits of the Straits Settlement, but under the 

permission now accorded I purpose republishing it for general information and nominating 



Resident Councillors as the Officers authorized to grant the requisite Licences, such Licenses, 

until further orders, only being granted under a declaration that the Arms etc. are for the use of 

the Imperial Government of China. 

2. I trust that this measure will meet with the approval of the Hon‟ble the President in Council. 

                                                                        I have etc. 

  

                                                                        Orfeur Cavenagh 

Governor‟s Office 

            Sept 25 1863 

  

My dear Froplory 

  

                        I have this moment received a note from the Hon‟ble the Recorder in reply to my 

communication of this morning.  I regret to say that Sir R is of opinion that the prosecution 

before the Magte does not unfortunately under the Law as administered in the Settlement 

preclude the action for damages in the higher tribunal and consequently that he is bound to grant 

the case a hearing. 

  

            I beg to enclose the papers you kindly left for my perusal. 

  

                                                                                                Sd O C 

(end of inserts) 

  

Précis of a letter to Bp of Calcutta                                         d/26/9/63 

  

Thanks him for his attention to his wishes.  States that Mr Nicolson will await the arrival of his 

successor and mentions the appointment of a Head Master to the Malacca School. 

  

                                                                                                Sd O C 

            M P 

  

                                                                                                Spore     26/9/63 

My dear Playfair 

  

                        I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 22
nd

 Instant. 

  

            In collecting the tenths of fruits it appears to me that exactly the same system should be 

pursued as in collecting the tenths on paddy.  The Law certainly does not prescribe the Mode to 

be adopted in levying tenths, but it clearly defines the Govt. right to a tenth of the produce, and 

provided that no more than one tenth is taken we may collect it at any time.  The course at 

present pursued by the Farmer seems to be perfectly correct, and if after a fair valuation of the 

crop has been made, the owner fails to pay him the one tenth to which he is entitled, he should in 

my opinion bring an action against him in the Court of Requests for the difference and let it be 

then decided. 

  



            As you remark we have no law authorizing the collection of tenths on the high road, and 

were the farmer to levy a toll and be unable to prove that the fruit was the produce of a particular 

piece of ground liable to payment of tenths and upon which no payment had been made, he 

would render himself liable to an action for damages.  So long as he confines himself to the 

taking of the fruit from the Tree he is all right. 

  

            There is I believe no power vested in the executive Govt with regard to the disposal of a 

criminal‟s body, the corpse remains under the charge of the Sheriff and should, if I mistake not, 

be buried within the precincts of the Jail. 

  

                                                                                                Sd O C 

            M P 

                                    To Captain Playfair 

  

                                                                                                Spore    d/26/9/63 

My dear Macpherson 

  

                        I have not yet had time to speak to Mayne on the subject of the drainage scheme 

but from what Brown said to me the morning of our visit to Pulo Jerajah, it seemed that Mayne‟s 

proposition was most liberal and just.  If of course there is any trouble about the matter I must 

call upon Logan to complete the work in accordance with his original agreement. 

  

            I was not surprised to hear what is likely to be the result of Mr Bell‟s case.  He fully 

deserved being punished for contempt of court in consequence of his letter to the Recorder. I  am 

very sorry to hear that you have had a gang robbery in the Province.  I was in hopes that the 

Circus had been effectually checked.  I sincerely trust that you will succeed in discovering and 

arresting the delinquents. 

  

            Ere this the “Mohr” will have arrived.  There can be no objection to your visiting the 

Dindings.  Indeed your visit will doubtless prove beneficial.  I think it right however to mention 

that you would not be entitled under the special order to draw table money, the Dindings being a 

part of your Residency.  You can however make your own arrangements, as at Malacca, for your 

table, the Commander not being entitled to make a charge for an officer using the Steamer to 

visit part of his District.  About 2 years ago the “Hooghly” with I think the “Clive” visited the 

Dindings and warned the residents against any breach of our Police Act as they were our 

subjects. 

  

            I think the Volunteers may fire blank ammunition on the Esplanade but Ball practice 

should merely {rarely?} or ever be allowed and should permission to have such practice be on 

any occasion granted you must be satisfied that all due arrangements have been made for 

preventing any accidents.  The Police shd be in attendance. 

  

                                                                                                Sd O C 

            M P 

Co Macpherson  R C 

  



  

My dear Sir James 

  

                        I have the pleasure to return the papers you kindly left for my perusal from which 

I have made a few extracts in support of the opinion I am about to express to Mr Brooke on the 

subject of his claims to be considered the Ruler of Sarawak. Under any circumstances as a friend 

I must have regretted the publication of his pamphlet as tending to increase the existing 

estrangement between you, but I now regret it on other grounds.  Should my letter in any way 

lead to the restoration of your former relations towards one another, it will indeed be a source of 

pleasure to me that I have aided in securing so desirable a termination to your present difference. 

                                                                                                Sd O C 

Spore               Sir James Brooke 

2/10/63                        Rajah of Sarawak 

  

                                                                                                Singapore 

                                                                                                            2
nd

 October 1863 

My dear Brooke 

  

                        In my last letter I expressed my regret at the publication of your Pamphlet on the 

subject of your position as Rajah Muda of Sarawak.  Since my arrival here Sir James Brooke has 

placed in my hands a memorandum which he has drawn up in refutation of your claims, and I 

must honestly confess that its perusal has tended to increase the regret I have already 

experienced at your having adopted a course which must not only prove painful to yourself, as 

leading to further estrangement from a relative to whom you have long been bound by the 

strongest ties of interest and affection, but from which, as far as I am capable of judging, no good 

result either as regards your own claims or the interests of Sarawak can possibly come. 

  

            From the extracts made from the Rajah‟s Memorandum and from your own Pamphlet 

which I annex, it is certainly clear that no formal resignation has ever been made in your favor, 

that there were conditions connected with the proposed abdication which were equally biding on 

both parties and that these conditions have never been fulfilled.  On the contrary the Rajah, with 

you apparent entire acquiescence, has always continued to exercise control over your 

administration of affairs, and to recognise you solely as his representative and intended 

successor. 

  

            To all the negotiations with Foreign Governments you have been a party, and your rights 

as regards your receiving a fair portion of the purchase money have never been ignored.  As to 

the negotiations with the British Government, there seems to have been no concealment.  You 

yourself received a communication on the subject from the Rajah, whilst in your letter of the 4
th

 

October 1862 you specified £40,000 as the amount to be demanded.  Without your assistance no 

officer could have conducted the enquiry needed to admit of those negotiations being brought to 

a satisfactory termination. 

  

            Under the above circumstances, as a friend I would venture to suggest your 

reconsideration of the whole question, and at the same time state that it would afford me sincere 



pleasure to hear that such reconsideration had induced you to withdraw from the hostile attitude 

you have recently assumed towards the Rajah, and seek a reconciliation, 

  

            As mentioned in my former communication, when you left Singapore I was under the 

firm impression that after a lapse of a few months all angry feelings between yourself and the 

Rajah would have subsided, your temporary differences have been buried in oblivion, and we 

have again the pleasure of welcoming you at Govt. House.  I still hope that this may be the case. 

                                                                                                            Sd O C 

            J Brooke Brooke Esqre 

                        England 

  

Extract from Memorandum etc. 

  

In October 1858 the terms under which the Rajah would resign were first stated.  They  

            are clearly defined and include the payment of a certain sum of money, £10,000 

            and annuities for 2 lives. 

  

In the Circular contained in Mr Brooke‟s Pamphlet Sir James is stated to have resigned  

the active administration of affairs at Sarawak but this would hardly prevent his 

exercising a certain amount of control over his representative. 

  

On the 15
th

 July 1859 Sir James discusses the question of his resignation shewing that 

            it was not a fait accompli and remarks “Could I relinquish or you take the reins 

            of Govt. without concert or arrangement I have neither the wish nor the health to  

resume action {active?} duties and shall be quite content to be the State Adviser 

but had I assumed that negative position when I intimated my intention of doing  

so would you would have had a right to complain.  Would you have had me  

refuse to negotiate a loan, to decline giving my personal security for it or making  

provision for its future repayment” Have you not something to do on your part ? 

Has my annuity on the Revenue been secured? Have any steps been taken to 

complete the various matters which occupied as {us?} when last together at 

Sockington? 

  

On the 23
rd

 July 1859, in anticipation of a formal transfer, Sir James empowered Mr 

            Brooke to enter into negotiations with the British Govt. 

  

On the 24 and 29 January 1860 Sir James again refers to his resuming the administration 

            of the Government, clearly shewing that he had no resigned his power. 

  

On the 24
th

 May 1860 Sir James penned a letter of instructions as to the course to be 

            pursued on the Rajah Muda‟s reassuming the administration. In this he states 

            “I propose generally to transfer the Government but not to confer upon you 

             any power to act independently of me”.  Towards the end of 1860 Sir James  

personally resumed charge of the Government and in 1861, in his position as  

Rajah, he negotiated  a treaty with the Sultan of Bruni. 

On the 5
th

 September 1861 the respective positions of the Rajah and Rajah Muda were 



            clearly defied in a paper made over to Mr. Brooke by Sir James. 

  

On the 15
th

 Septr 1861 Mr. Brooke wrote the following note to Sir James.  “I shall be  

very much gratified if you will publicly install me as Rajah Muda before you quit  

the country.  If you will do so it will not only be a pleasing sign of your  

confidence in me but will strengthen my hands in carrying on the Government”. 

  

In a letter dated 2
nd

 Jany. 1862 Mr. Brooke discusses the question of the proposed  

transfer to Belgium and alludes to the rights possessed by the Rajah in the 

draft of the convention, the following proviso being inserted “That Belgium  

should pay a sum of £60,000 to Sir James Brooke and Mr Brooke Brooke as 

compensation for the cession of these rights. 

  

In a letter of which the date is not given Mr. Brooke consents to the transfer of Sarawak 

            to France the money received being divided between the Rajah and himself to 

            the proportion of 3 to 2. 

  

On the 5
th

 October 1862 Mr. Brooke, with reference to the negotiations with the British  

Government, writes if they (the British Govt.) determine to take the Country  

altogether, they should pay down a good round sum, say £40,000, {and?} make 

the Rajah a Baronet with descent to me. 

                                                                         

                                                            True Extract 

            M P                                                    Sd O C 

  

                                                                                    Saturday 

My dear Commodore 

  

                                    In paying his official visit yesterday Dr Rose mentioned that 24 Invalids 

were he believed almost {all?} to be left in hospl until a passage might be perceived {provided?} 

for them to England and consequently, as our accommodation is limited he proved {feared?}, in 

the event of any sickness, the Hospital might be overcrowded.  Upon this I desired him to receive 

all men labouring under disease and requiring Medical treatment, whatever might be the number, 

but to request that arrangements might be made for their transfer to the Guard ship, or I the 

absence of any Man of War, to the Sailors‟ Home on their being discharged 

  

            Our Civil Establishment is very small and not fitted to take charge of a number of 

Europeans no longer confined by sickness to the wards.  Hence it has always been the rule to 

discharge men as soon as they are able to rejoin their ship.  In the present instance I should be 

willing to allow the rule to be relaxed in the case of men you may really desire it necessary to 

leave behind, but it would be requisite to empower the Senior Naval Officer or should their be no 

ship here the SNO to make arrangements for their accommodation elsewhere should their 

removal at any time become a matter of necessity. 

  

            3/10/63                                                                        Sd O C                        M P 

            Commodore Montresor RN 



                                    “Severn” 

  

                                                                                                Oct 5
th

 63 

My dear Commodore 

  

                        I have just received the enclosed note from Dr Rose.  I cannot but concur in the 

opinion he has expressed as to men of the description lately received from the “Severn” viz 

Invalids who have ceased to require Medical treatment not being fit inmates of a civil hospital 

where there are no means of enforcing discipline. 

  

            I visited the hospital myself yesterday morning and the Apothecary then mentioned that 

with merely a native establishment it was quite out of his power to compel obedience to orders 

on the part of the men from the “Severn”, that they would not attend to his instructions and that 

one man had left the hospital altogether for about 2 hours, falling asleep on his return in the 

Verandah evidently quite stupefied from drink.  Now if this system is to be continued I am sure 

you will agree with me in thinking that it would be neither fair to the Civil Surgeon nor to the 

men themselves that they should be left under the charge of the former, who would naturally be 

blamed if any accidents happened to his patients. 

                                                                                                Sd O C 

            Commodore Montresor R N 

  

                                                                                                Spore 7
th

 Octr/63 

My dear Colonel Durrand 

  

                                    I think it right to report, for the information of the governor General that a 

report, apparently based upon good foundation, has reached this {Station?} of a Treaty having 

recently been concluded by the French Admiral Comy. At Saigon with the Ruler of Cambodia, a 

tributary of Siam, although from the connection existing between Cambodia and Siam it is 

generally supposed that the Treaty to be valid needs the confirmation of the court of Bangkok.  

This confirmation does not seem to have been sought, and the Siamese Authorities are in a great 

state of perturbation in consequence and have I believe made a representation on this subject to 

the English Govt.  I have received no letter from Sir R.Schomburgk and cannot therefore be 

certain as to the entire truth of the rumour but it appears to be generally accepted.  Should I hear 

further regarding the details of the Treaty I will not fail to let you know. 

  

                                                                                                Sd O C 

            M P 

Col Durrand C B 

            Sec to Govt For Dep 

  

  

  

(insert)                                                             No 9 

Secret                                      From 

                                                            The Governor of the Settlement of Prince of 

                                                            Wales Island, Singapore and Malacca 



  

                                                To        The Right Hon‟ble the Secretary of State 

                                                            for India 

  

                        Sir 

  

                             In continuation of my Despatch No 7 of the 6 Ult, I have the 

1
st
.To Offg Sect    honor to enclose for your consideration copies of the Letters 

to Govt of India    noted in the margin+ on the subject of the measures adopted 

Foreign Dept        for preventing the exportation of arms except for the 

No 8 dated 25       ascertained use of the Imperial Government of China. 

Sept 1853      

                              2. Since addressing the Supreme Government I have duly 

2
nd

. From Secy      caused the provisions of Act XVIII of 1861 to be enforced 

to the Chamber     throughout the Straits Settlement.  At the same time I have 

of Commerce        slightly relieved the stringency of the conditions under which 

Singapore dated    Licenses to deal in arms were originally issued, so as to 

1
st
 October 1863   obviate all unnecessary interference with ordinary local business 

                              transactions. 

  

3.As far as I am capable of judging the regulations at present in force have, up to the 

present, proved most effectual towards carrying out the object of the instructions received from 

Her Majesty‟s Government.  As however pointed out in my despatch, No 32 dated 11
th

 Febry 

1863, to the Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign Department, I have little 

doubt that, in the event of the present stringent restrictions upon the trade of arms being longer 

maintained, a contraband trade will shortly be established in the neighborhood of some of the 

adjacent islands over which the British Authorities will be precluded from exercising any 

control, and I would consequently try {urge?} most respectfully to represent the expediency of 

granting some further concessions so far as to admit, not only of the sale of arms to Native 

traders from the neighbouring Malayan States and Islands in the Archipelago, but even of their 

direct exportation to their Countries as long as the quantity exported may afford a reasonable 

ground for belief that they are really intended for Local purposes, and not for transhipment to 

any of the Ports in China or Japan. 

  

                                                I have etc etc 

  

Governor‟s Office                               Orfeur Cavenagh the 

Singapore                                            Governor Straits Settlement 

October 1863 

  

  

                                                                                                            9/10/63 

My dear Sir Robert 

  



                        We have been somewhat startled by the intelligence received by the last Steamer 

from your Quarter with regard to the conclusion of the Treaty between the French and the King 

of Cambodia. 

  

            By all accounts your friends at Bangkok are in a state of great perturbation.  The King has 

I know been advised to address the Emperor requesting that the matter of his authority over the 

Ruler of Cambodia and the consequent non-validity of the Treaty, until his confirmation thereof, 

may be submitted to arbitration, naming the King of the Belgians, and at the same time begging 

our Govt. to forward his views as far as may be possible.  This advice seems sound and is 

perhaps the best he could follow. 

  

            I shall feel much obliged for any information you may be able to kindly afford me 

relative to the real rights possessed by Siam over Cambodia and the nature of the Treaty recently 

concluded by the latter with France.  I am informed that it is very exclusive.  The King of Siam 

must now I fancy regret the folly of which he was guilty last year in attempting to give our 

Government annoyance by unnecessary interference with the affairs of the Chiefs of the Malay 

Peninsula. From the tenor of my despatches I am led to believe that no orders have yet been 

given to you on the subject nor will you receive any for some time to come. 

                                                                                                            Sd O C 

            M P 

Sir R Schomburgk       Bangkok 

  

                                                                                                Spore     Octr 14
th

/63 

My dear Mackay 

  

                        With reference to your kind promise to afford me your valuable assistance in 

preparing a series of Questions for the Government Scholarship Examination, I have the pleasure 

to forward herewith the Lists of Queries received from the heads of the different Educational 

Establishments in the Straits.  These lists embrace questions in Pure and mixed mathematics, 

Geography, English and Ancient  History, and will I think give you a very fair idea of the caliber 

of the cases likely to become candidates for the proposed prizes.  I did not think it necessary to 

call for series of questions in Grammar as there would be but one grammatical course.  I 

imagined that these would not be needed to enable you to prepare the Examination papers.  I 

presume about 16 Questions in Each branch of study will be sufficient but upon this point I trust 

you will be entirely guided by your own judgement and increase or decrease the number as you 

may think fit.  When your papers are received I purpose having them printed and a few sets sent 

to the Committee at each station in a sealed envelope to be opened on the day of the 

Examination. 

                                                                                                Sd O C 

            True Copy                   M P 

The Revd J Mackay B D Chaplain Pinang 

Précis of a letter to Col Macpherson                                       d/15/10/63 

  

Thanks him for doubling his sub
n
 to the tables for the Prince of Wales.  Mentions that Mitchell 

will be gazetted to the Province as soon as an early application for Leave reaches this {station>} 

and Mr Maxwell put in to act for him.  Mentions that the “Pluto” is to remain at Pinang till the 



“Mohr”‟s engines are put into order and requests him to send her up the Pry to clear her bottom.  

If Mr Ryan stole the tools of the “Mohr”‟s engine room he can be criminally prosecuted should 

there be proof of his having done so.  Enquires regarding the bridge at Ralow. 

                                                                                                Sd O C 

  

                                                                                                15/10/63 

My dear Sir Benson 

  

                        I have the pleasure to acknowledge receipt of your note transmitting a copy of 

your decision in the case of Mr Lewis and the Sultan of Perak for which I am much obliged.  

Both parties ought I am sure to fully acknowledge the justice of the award and cordially thank 

you for the kind consideration you have given to the matter at issue between them.  Indeed as the 

head of the Government I cannot but feel grateful myself for the trouble you have taken in order 

to secure an amicable settlement of this long pending dispute between a British subject and a 

Foreign Chief. 

  

            I purpose writing to Col Macpherson by this Mail authorizing his appointing as a 

temporary arrangement Mr Maxwell to act for Mr Earl in the event of it being necessary for the 

latter to leave Pinang before my sanction can be obtained.  How long your son may retain the 

appointment is at present out of my power to calculate.  Much of course will depend upon Col 

Man‟s movements and Captain Mitchell‟s intentions.  I have little doubt that with your 

occasional kind aid he will discharge his new duties to the satisfaction of the Government and of 

the Public and with credit to himself. 

  

            I shall feel much obliged if you will kindly favor me with any remarks you may think 

necessary upon the subject of the accompanying Petition received through the Dy Sheriff at 

Pinang.  I have already addressed the Legislative Council on the subject of the extension of the 

Official Trustee Act to the Straits. 

                                                                                                            Sd O C 

            M P 

            The Hon Sir Benson Maxwell 

                                                Recorder 

  

My dear Rose 

  

            I have the pleasure to enclose a letter from Lewis together with some Malay Pamphlets 

on vaccination.  I wish you would kindly give the matter your consideration and after the perusal 

of the Pamphlet let me know how far you agree with him in thinking it advisable to have it 

reprinted with any amendments you may suggest and distributed amongst the Malays etc in the 

interior of the different districts. 

18/10/63                      M P                                                                 Sd O C 

                                     

                                                                                                            Singapore 

                                                                                                                        18
th

 Octr 63 

My dear Lewis 

  



            I have to return you my best thanks for your kind note of the 1
st
 Inst with the 

accompanying copies of the Malay Pamphlet.  I purpose placing the matter in Rose‟s hands and 

so that he may be able to make any suggestions he may think advisable with regard to its 

improvement, and subsequently I shall in all probability follow the course you have 

recommended as respects having the Pamphlet reprinted and distributed amongst the people 

through the Agency of the different Govt Officers proceeding on duty into the interior of the 

several districts. 

  

            I am very glad to hear that your case had been decided by the Recorder and that you had 

been allowed all actual expenditure together with some remuneration for the services of yourself 

and your head man.  I trust that the money will now be paid to you and that you will then be 

relieved from the anxiety from which you must have offered {suffered?} during the past year or 

so. 

                                                                                                            Sd O C 

            W T Lewis Esqre 

  

                                                                                                            Singapore 

                                                                                                                        19
th

 Octr /63 

My dear Mr Maxwell 

  

                        I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9
th

 Instant.  I 

have been glad of the opportunity afforded me of appointing you, even although as a mere 

temporary arrangement, to act as Magistrate for Province Wellesley, as it will give you an insight 

into the nature of the duties you would be called upon to perform in the event of your being 

hereafter nominated to a permanent situation.  It is not only in your capacity as Magistrate but 

also in that of Assistant Resident that you will find much to occupy your attention to enable you 

to ascertain the wants of the people and bring them to the notice of your immediate superior the 

R.C. 

  

            You must converse freely with all classes and shew that you really taken an interest in 

their welfare.  Unless satisfied on this point Orientals will rarely express their real sentiments.  

From the Planters, to whom much of the prosperity of the Province must be attributed, you will 

obtain much useful information and honest support in the execution of your duty.  As far as I am 

able to judge, it is quite possible for you to associate with them on terms of equality without 

having any risk of impairing your usefulness as a Magistrate, for I do not think there is one 

among them who, when coming before you in any official matter, would ever forget the respect 

due to the bench. 

  

                                                                                                Sd/  O C 

B {E?} Maxwell Esqre 

                                                                                                Singapore 20
th

 Octr/63 

My dear Sir Benson 

  

                        I am writing the enclosed note to your son on the subject of the duties he would 

be called upon to perform as Asst. Resident. 

  



            It has been brought to my notice that there may possibly be a legal objection to his 

receiving as a minor the commission of a Justice of the Peace.  I can find no information as to 

this point in the Walls {books?} of Reference in my library, and as the question has arisen in 

connection with an appointment within your own Dy. {Div?} of the Court, I have thought it right 

to solicit your kind advice upon the subject rather than mention it to Sir R. McCausland. 

  

            Should you upon consideration deem the objection to the appt. a valid one I am afraid I 

must beg you to kindly destroy the enclosure and I will write again to your son pointing out the 

difficulty that has occurred to try to meet his wishes.  If, on the contrary, you are of opinion that 

the Commission can legally be issued, the necessary order shall be forwarded by the next Mail.  

The objection is one that has certainly never occurred to me before, otherwise {I?} should not 

have failed to mention it to you while in Pinang. 

  

                                                                                                Sd O C 

Sir P Benson Maxwell 

  

Letter to Col Macpherson                                                       d/20/10/63 

  

Permitting him to keep “Pluto” till the end of next month and forwarding a note to mr Vermont, 

also giving a recipe for mango_________. 

                                                                                    Sd O C                        M P 

  

Précis of a letter to Col Macpherson R C Pinang       d/23/10/63 (Per P&O Steamer) 

  

Is sorry to hear that Earl is not improving.  Points out to him that he cannot grant Earl Privilege 

leave to come down to Singapore.  Mentions that though Executive Engineers are Ex Officio 

Asst Resident Councillors it does not give them any claim to succeed to the appointment and it is 

only in case of emergency that they would take charge of the Residency. 

                                                                                                Sd O C 

  

(insert)] 

            Per “Cheduba” 

Précis of a letter to Col Macpherson R C Pinang                               d/26/10/63 

  

Desires him to report officially the result of the judgement given in Lewis V Rajah of Perak, also 

the steps being taken for the despatch of contributions to the Exhibition in Bengal.  Mentions that 

nothing has been heard from Mr Logan regarding the drainage shceme. Intimates his willingness 

to spend all the purchase money in the drainage scheme.  Mentions that he will have to report 

officially regarding the Scholarship Medals as the amount is beyond his limit of sanction. 

                                                                                                Sd O C 

(end of insert) 

  

Précis of a letter to Sir Benson Maxwell Recorder Pinang                 d/26/10/63 

  

Regrets a legal difficulty is likely to interfere with his intentions in favor of Mr Maxwell. 

  



                                                                                                Sd O C 

  

No 10 

  

Offg Secy to Govt of India Fro: Dept:                                              d/26
th

 October 1863 

  

Sir 

  

            In acknowledging the receipt of your Despatch No 460 of the 14
th

 Inst I have the honor to 

report for the information of the Hon‟ble the President in Council that the instructions therein 

referred to shall be at once carried into effect.  I would at the same time beg to point out that the 

Straits Settlement did not cease to form a portion  of the Bengal Presidency until the 1
st
 Septr. 

1851 when the Governor of the Straits under operation of Sec. 21 of Act vi Geo. Iv. Cap.85 was 

by a Proclamation dated 1
st
 August vested with the power to exercise the powers of Local 

Administration previously exercised by the Government of Bengal.  Up to that date Act xxviii of 

1841 appears to have been considered applicable to the Straits, and under that impression was 

duly published for general information in the Local Annual directory of 1844, of which a copy is 

now before me, it being moreover supposed that the Exportation of Arms, Ammunition and 

Military Stores without a License from Ports in the Settlement had for the time been permitted 

under the authority vested in the Govt. of Bengal by Section iii of the Act as notified to the 

Governor in your office letter No. 857 of 26
th

 July 1841, but that this permission was liable to be 

withdrawn. 

  

            If the above supposition is correct it is clear that as far as the Stations in the Straits 

Settlement are concerned the Act still has legal operation, and I am well aware that the matter 

was referred by the Mercantile Community here for a professional opinion, and that the objection 

now raised by the Advocate General was not discovered by their legal adviser, whilst doubts 

were expressed as to the power of the Government under the provisions of an Act relating to the 

manufacture, importation and sale of Arms and Ammunition to interfere with their exportation to 

Foreign Countries. 

  

            Hence, as it was absolutely necessary that some further orders should be at once issued, 

in order to prevent the transhipment of Arms, a practice not provided for by the Sections of Act 

xxxi of 1860 I had previously introduced, and which I found was abut to be pursued on an 

extensive scale, I deemed it incumbent on me to republish Act xviii of 1841 and direct its due 

enforcement. 

2. Under the orders now received I shall prohibit the transport of Arms, Ammunition and 

Military Stores except under a License from R.C.‟s, so that although the Act under which the 

License will be granted will be changed, no actual alteration will take place in the mode of 

Procedure. 

                                                                        I have etc. 

                                                                                    Sd O C. 

            26/10/63 

  

My dear Brigadier 

  



                        For some time past there have been continual disturbances amongst the Chinese in 

the Town, and as it might be advisable to let them know that in case of emergency the Police 

would be duly supported I should be much obliged if you would kindly instruct the officers 

Comg Artillery and Infantry, when taking the men out for route march to occasionally march 

them through some of the Streets between Commercial Square and the Native Infantry Lines, the 

quarter in which these disturbances generally occur. 

  

            I did not like to correct Lt. Col. Bard this morning before his officers, but I think if he had 

remembered that a certain number of water Carriers only are allowed for a Battery and that even 

when the water is abundant and hear {near?}, a water carrier will only bring into the barracks a 

certain number of gallons per diem, he would hardly have asserted that the supply was unlimited 

or afterwards estimated the daily allowance at 12 gallons per man.  Dr Ferguson‟s estimate of 6 

gallons would, I fancy, be considered very liberal.  Consequently, after deducting for the detail to 

be quartered in Fort Fullerton, for 200 men, women and children, we should require 1,200 

gallons.  Each pump will raise about 400 gallons per hour, so that if the second well answers, and 

this morning it contained 32 feet of water, less than couple of hours work a day would raise the 

quantity of water needed, without taking into consideration the bathing tank or the wells on the 

side of the hill, I am inclined to think that an Iron reservoir would be found a useful addition to 

each of the wells. 

  

30/10/63                                                                                  Sd O C 

  

My dear Sir Robert 

  

                        I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your kind letter of the 20
th

 Ult.. I 

do not wonder at the King feeling somewhat aggrieved at the conclusion of the Treaty between 

France and Cambodia,  It ought however to convince him of the necessity for keeping on good 

terms with us. 

  

            We hear that he has written to the Sultan of Tringanu warning him against carrying on 

any further intrigues on the Peninsula, and in fact as the letter acknowledging that the attack 

made last year upon Pahang was organized with the Sultan‟s cognisance I have just received a 

letter enquiring whether there is any objection to Messrs Tan Kim Ching and Williams being 

recognized as Consuls for Siam at Singapore and Pinang find no such person at Pinang.  I 

therefore think there has been some mistake as to the name and that Mr W T Lewis is the person 

referred to. 

  

            There are all sorts of reports about Inchi Wan Ahmed‟s proceedings in Pahang, and one 

or two petitions against his tyranny here have reached me from Chinese traders but I have not yet 

been able to discover how far the complaints are really well founded.  His principal adviser is a 

brother of the Ex.Sultan.  I was informed, by the bye, the other day that the above gentleman 

attempted to make a bolt of it from Bangkok on the King‟s birthday but that his intentions were 

discovered and his plan accordingly frustrated.  I have informed the Supreme Government that I 

should not mind his being located at Pinang, but that I decidedly object to his residing at 

Singapore. 

  



                                                                                                            Sd O C 

  

            Sir R Schomburgk 

                        H.B.M. Consul at Bangkok 

4/11/63 

  

My dear Brigadier 

  

                        I have the pleasure to enclose for your perusal a letter No 3283 of 13
th

 Ult from 

the Madras Govt, from which you will perceive that the Golundang will be removed in the 

course of next year.  Under these circumstances might it not be as well for us to make at once the 

necessary alterations to the Barracks at Fort Fullerton to fit them for the reception of Europeans 

and and let the Golundang be sent to Tanglin.  This would somewhat relieve your barracks at 

Fort Canning. 

  

            I fancy you would have a detail of about 20 men in Fort Fullerton. 

  

            Perhaps this arrangement might save the expense and inconvenience of moving out the 

Europeans to Tanglin. Whilst the alterations to the Hospital may be in progress. we might 

perhaps arrange to provide temporary  hospital accommodation in the Chief Engineer‟s office of 

which I believe the lower story is not used.  On this point however it would be necessary to 

consult the Doctor. 

                                                                                                Sd O C 

Brigadier de Sansmary 

4/11/63 

  

Précis of a letter to Col Macpherson R C Spore (Pinang?)                 d/7/11/63 

  

Thanks him for letter of 30
th

 Ulto.  Mitchell will be sent up on Earl‟s official application for 

leave coming in. Desires him to call upon Mr Wiseham to submit a written report on the 

“Mohr”‟s engines.  Always supposed that there had been considerable smuggling at Province 

Wellesley.  Desires him to speak to the farmers about keeping up a cordon of Police round the 

frontier.  Calls for an official mentioning the Committee formed at Piang for the purpose of 

forwarding produce to the Calcutta Exhn.  Trusts that the tables are progressing. Mentions that 

the study of Chinese is not compulsory for the examination of probationers. 

                                                                                                            Sd O C 

            M P 

  

                                                                                                            Singapore 

                                                                                                                        7
th

 Novr 1863 

Sir 

  

            I have the honor to forward herewith a copy of my despatch (with enclosures) to the 

address of the Secretary to Govt Foreign Department on the subject of the late operations on the 

East Coast of the Malay Peninsula, as in consequence of the governor General‟s absence from 

Calcutta there is little probability of the above papers reaching England for the next 2 or 3 



months.  I trust that the desire naturally entertained by a subordinate officer whose conduct may 

have been thought open to censure to avoid any delay in submitting his defence for the 

consideration of his Chief, may be deemed a sufficient excuse for my having deviated from the 

ordinary course as to have transmitted them direct in anticipation of your receiving them through 

the prescribed channel. 

  

                                                                                                            Sd O C 

                        M P 

Sir C Wood 

  

(insert) 

No 11 

                                    From 

                                                The Governor of the Settlement of Prince of 

                                                Wales Island Singapore and Malacca 

                                    To 

                                                The Right Hon‟ble the Secretary of State for India 

  

                        Sir 

  

1. Letter from             In continuation of former correspondence I have the honor 

Offg Secr to Govt       to enclose for your consideration copies of the papers noted 

Foreign Dept No 460  in the margin. 

Dated 14 October        

1863. 

2. In changing the Act under which the prohibition  against 

the exportation of Arms has been issued I have adhered as                 

2. Letter to Offg         far as possible to the original course of procedure so as to 

Secr to Govt Foreign  avoid altering unnecessary notice or causing unnecessary 

Dept No 10 dated       inconvenience.  Hence the change has been effected without 

26 October 1863         any remonstrance from the Mercantile Community, although 

                                    one of the Local Journals, edited by a number of Local people, 

                                    contained a remark to the effect that the spirit and intent of 

3 Notification              Act xxxi of 1860 appeared to have been somewhat illegally 

No 148 dated              strained. 

28 October 1863 

                                                                                    I have 

(end of insert) 

  

My dear Mr Maxwell 

  

                        I cannot allow the Mail to leave without writing a few lines to express my regret 

at the legal disability that has precluded my availing myself of your services in making 

arrangements for the performance of the duties of a Magistrate and Asst Res
dt

 in Province 

Wellesley.  Your name will however be retained on my list of Candidates for employment, and 

although of course it is out of my power to make any promise, for it is impossible to foresee what 



immediate changes may take place, I yet hope at some future period after the _______? Is 

removed to offer you some amends for the present disappointment. 

                                                                                                Sd O C 

            8/11/63 

  

                                                                                                Singapore 8
th

 Novr 1860 (3) 

My dear Sir 

  

            I have the pleasure to enclose the replies received from the landed proprietors at Pinang 

and Province Wellesley to the Queries contained in your letter of the 11
th

 August to Captain 

Burn. 

  

            I have little doubt that eventually there would be a great demand for the labor of the 

Emigrants in the tin mines in the neighbouring Native States and that when once the Steamer 

{stream?} of Emigration is turned in this direction there will be a steady flow.  Up to the present 

the greater number of the Chinese that have resorted to the Straits have been unmarried or have 

left their families behind them.  Hence they have never felt settled, and as soon as they have 

saved a little money and are about to become good citizens, they return to China. 

  

            I am sure that the want of their women and children is the principal cause of their 

turbulence.  If a man had a comfortable home, he would not be so fond of frequenting Hooey 

meetings and farming Houses, where these disturbances that so constantly occur amongst the 

Straits Chinese generally have their origins.  As an ordinary rule there is no hostility on the part 

of the Chinese to the Government or to the constituted authorities, and the riots by which the 

peace of our Town is constantly broken, are the result of personal or party quarrels and confined 

entirely to their own countrymen.  

  

We are all anxiously watching the effect of the arrival of your squadron in China. 

  

                                                                                                Sd O C 

To  

            Commodore Sherard Osborne {Osborn?} 

                                    Comg Chinese Squadron 

8/11/63 

  

                                                                                                            Singapore d/11/11/63 

My dear Sir Robert 

  

                        I hope you will kindly excuse my addressing you as {on?} the subject of the non-

receipt of the necessary orders for the commencement of the works connected with the scheme 

for bringing a supply of water into the town of Singapore. 

  

            Upwards of 6 years ago a wealthy Chinese Gentn. Mr Kim Sing, previously distinguished 

for other acts of Public liberality, for instance he furnished the means for flinging a handsome 

iron bridge across the River at Malacca, offered to contribute the sum of $13,000 towards the 

construction of the tanks necessary to ensure to his former countrymen, who occasionally suffer 



severely from want of water, a due supply of the same element. Whether Mr. Blundell was right 

or wrong is now a matter of no importance, suffice it to mention that he accepted the offer, his 

acceptation was confirmed and approved both by the Governor General and Secy. of State.  Thus 

the pledge of the British Govt. has been given that the work shall be executed. So long as the 

State of the finances of India precluded any expenditure not deemed absolutely necessary,  Kim 

Sing refrained from urging the construction of the tank, but when it was known that all funds 

were in a healthy state, he took an early opportunity of pressing the matter on my notice.  The 

obligation was fully recognised by the Supreme Govt., and in his {its?}Budget for 1862/63 an 

assignment was made for this account.  The original scheme was however ordered to be 

reconsidered.  In accordance with instructions {a?} revised plan and estimates were duly and 

prepared and submitted, if I recollect right in Decr. last, but although another assignment has 

been authorized in the Budget of the current year, up to the present moment the final orders have 

not been  received.  Hence the General impression among the Chinese that the Govt. is 

endeavouring to evade the fulfilment of a distinct promise.   

  

Kim Sing I understand feels much hurt.  For some time past he has been ailing and 

consequently I have not seen him, but I must honestly confess that I am far from anxious to see 

him, for I should be ashamed, in answer to his enquiries about the water works, to tell him that 

no orders had reached me and that I could  not account for the delay. 

  

In former years when the Straits did not pay their own legitimate expenses, I should have 

felt diffident in saying the prosecution of our scheme entails heavy expenditure, but under 

present circumstances, when our income is sufficient to cover all out expenditures, I trust I may 

be pardoned soliciting your kind aid towards expediting the sum {issue?} of the final orders 

regarding the water works. 

  

There is another work the necessity for which has for the past 7 or 8 years been fully 

acknowledged by the Supreme Govt and for which in one or 2 budgets provision has been 

though no order have been passed in {on?} the plans and estimate, the Court House at Spore.  As 

however in this case merely inconvenience and not discredit is entailed upon the Government, 

although I should be very glad to receive instructions to commence operations, I look upon the 

delay as comparatively speaking {not?} a matter of importance. 

  

I am afraid unless the water works are soon commenced there is little chance that Kim 

Sing or any other of our Chinese subjects again coming forward to contribute to any work of 

Public benefit. 

                                                                                                Sd O C 

Major General Sir R Napier K.C.P. {B?} 

                                    President in Council 

  

Précis of a note to Major H K Burne  Offg: Secy: to Govt Mily Dept    d/12/11/63 

  

Enquires whether a salute should be fired on the Prince of Wales‟ birthday. 

  

                                                                                                13
th

  November 1863 

My dear Mr Froplory 



  

                        I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your note of yesterday and in 

accordance with your request to furnish a List of Civil Employees above the position of clerk at 

Singapore.  I trust this will meet the object in view. 

  

                                                                                                            Sd O C 

            Mons Froplory 

                        Consul for France 

  

Précis of a letter to Lt. Col. Macpherson  R C Pinang                       d/19/11/63 

  

Forwards a note for Sir H Robinson which he requests Col Macpherson will deliver regarding 

the fortifications etc. at Pinang.  Mentions that the clerk to the Magt‟s Court in Province 

Wellesley when attending upon Mr Vermont should draw travelling allowance in a Contingent 

Bill. 

                                                                                                            Sd O C 

                                                                                                                        M P 

  

My dear Simons 

  

                        I have the pleasure to return the printed papers regarding Tringanu and also to 

send you a copy of the Narrative of Proceedings sent to the Home Government. As regard the 

attack which had been made on the Chamber of Commerce by Mr. Knox I should imagine that it 

would be sufficient to prepare a statement of the proceedings of  the Chamber from the 

beginning shewing who were the chairmen in 1858 and 1861, or even goig back to 1851 or 1852, 

when if I recollect right an appeal was made by the Chamber to the house without condescending 

to make any remarks about the personal character or carrer (career?) of your assailant. 

                                                                                                            Sd O C 

                        True Copy 

                                    M P 

H M Simons Esqre 

  

My dear Brooke 

  

                        I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 28
th

 

September.  I will not fail to place your brother-in-law‟s name on my list, but as you will know 

the appointments at my disposal are not numerous and some time may elapse ere a vacancy 

occur.  A Dy Comship of Police would I fancy be the berth best suited for him. 

  

            As I mentioned in my last {letter?} I am afraid you will contain {gain?} little by 

continuing the contest with the Rajah, and if an opening occurs by which, without sacrificing 

your own dignity or your own rights, a reconciliation may be effected, I do sincerely hope that 

you will take advantage of it, as I feel convinced that both for your own sake as well as for the of 

Sarawak it is better that the breach should be healed, even although the skin over the wound may 

be very tender for some time to come.  I am inclined to believe that the Bishop, who is I am sure 

one of your warmest friends and supporters, would be of the same opinion as myself. 



                                                                                                Sd O C 

21/11/63 

            J Brooke Brooke Esqre 

                        Wotton Rectory 

                                    Dorking 

                                                Surrey 

                                    England 

  

Précis of a letter to Mr F Brown Pinang                                             d/21/11/63 

  

Mentions that he has sent on his letter to Commodore Osborne {Osborn} but understands that 

that officer has had a difference with the Chinese Govt and is going home.  Wishes to know 

result of his experiment with regard to Cotton and on application being made will write to the 

Sec. of A. & H. Society Calcutta for seed.  Mentions approach of transfer.  Regrets that the Sehar 

Ikan Mati business has not been settled. 

  

                                                                                                Sd O C 

            21/11/63 

                                                M P 

  

Précis of a letter to R C Malacca                                                        d/29/11/63 

  

Points out boundary between Malacca and Johole as laid down by treaty of 1833.  mentions that 

though the de Winds cannot be called upon to pay up arrears they should be made to pay up 

current tenths.Regrets to hear that he had not been able to arrange Mr Baxter‟s exchange.  States 

that Captain Baningarten‟s requisition must be attended to. Mentions that the question regarding 

the issue of warrants has been referred to Calcutta.  As Mr Baningarten cannot act proposes to 

put Mr Hanson in as Magte for a time.  Desires him to report officially regarding Boundary 

disputes between Salangore and Sungei Ujong. 

                                                                                                            Sd O C 

            M P 

  

Précis of a letter to offg R C Pinang                                                  d/29
th

 Novr 

  

Approves of his delaying the “Pluto”  to finish the repairs of the “Mohr”. Mentions that Nubhill 

wont be able to go up to Pinang by “Persia”. Regrets to hear of the chance of his losing “Mohr”‟s 

Engineer. Considers it merely {very?}necessary for Mr Waller to know an Indian language 

colloquially.  Considers him quite right in refusing to countersign Bill for Brigadier‟s salute.  

Considers that soldiers should be made over to their own officers rather than tried by the Police 

Magistrate.  Refers him to the Proclamation published in the Local Gazette of 25
th

 April 1862 for 

his guidance in regard to “Alabama”, 

  

                                                                                                            Sd O C 

            M P 

  

                                                                                                            Singapore 



                                                                                                                        8
th

 December 

Sir 

  

            With reference to my letter of the 9
th

 Ultimo I trust that I may be pardoned for forwarding 

for your information a copy of an autograph communication from His Majesty the King of Siam 

to his agent at the Station the contents of which fully substantiate the soundness of the views 

expressed by the Straits Government  last year with regard to the propriety of placing the Sultan 

in a position to exercise any influence over the affairs of the Native States in the Malay 

Peninsula. 

  

                                                                                    I have etc. 

                                                                                    Sd O C 

The Rt Hble Sir C Wood Bt G C B, MP 

  

Précis of a letter to Col Macpherson R C Pinang                   d/9
th

 Novr (Decr) 1863 

  

In reply to his letter of the 20
th

 Ult mentions that the new Police Tharmah has been sanctioned.  

Desires him to send in plan and estimate for a Tarmah at Kota.  Desires him to speak to Rajah of 

Quedah regarding Boundary Line.  Intimates that the “Pluto” is much required at Singapore. 

Desires him to refer Mr Logan to the Secy in the P.W.D.  Points out that if he wishes the P.W.D. 

to do the work he must make the advance, but if he prefers doing it himself the plans and 

estimates must be submitted for the R.C‟s approval. Regrets to mar {read?} his report about the 

tables.  Cannot allow any convicts for purposes not authorized by Reg
ns

. Forwards five 

pamphlets on the Tringanu business. Desires him to enquire regarding the family of the late 

Bandahara of Quedah, 

  

            M P                                                                             Sd O C 

  

My dear Sir Richard 

  

                        I have the pleasure to return with many thanks the papers connected with the “J 

Bright” case you kindly forwarded for my perusal.  I read your judgement with a deal of interest.  

As regards the right of a Special Agent to plead in the Court I am inclined to consider that under 

the terms of the Charter the decision rests entirely upon your own feelings as to the propriety of 

granting the desired permission and that the mere fact of an agent thus specially nominated being 

a fit person would not impose upon you the necessity of acceding to his request should you for 

general reasons deem it inadvisable.                                                                          Sd O C 

            10/12/63 

  

                                                                                                            11/12/63 

My dear Sir 

  

            I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your demi official note of the 21
st
 Ult 

on the subject of the charge made for the subsistence of the Native crew of the “Gypsy Bride”.  

You will observe by my official letter that the charge is not one that can be debited against the 

Straits Settlement, the vessel being in no way connected with the Settlement but belonging to the 



Port of Liverpool and the men being therefore entitled to relief from the Board of Trade           I 

am glad to find that you concur generally with me in thinking that there should be a material 

difference between the rates charged for European and Native Seamen, the latter requiring much 

less than the former for their maintenance. 

  

            With many thanks 

                                                                                                            Sd O C 

J W Farrer Esqre 

            H.B.M. Consul Manilla 

  

Précis of a letter to the Hon Lt Col Macpherson                                d/22/12/63 

  

Returns petition and approves of his reply thereto.  Mentions that the rule regarding Mitchell‟s 

pay is clearly laid down by the recent order.  States that he should draw the full allowance from 

the date of his taking over charge of the Treasury.  Proposes to revise the Establish
t 
 of the 

“Mohr” with regard to Engineers and Comr. Intimates that the School exam must be held in 

March. 

  

  

  

  

                                                                                                Singapore December 22 

My dear Sir Benson 

  

                        I have delayed answering your note pending the receipt of the Official 

communication from Col. Macpherson transmitting the petition in Yeoh Peak‟s case. As it was 

stated that this petition was submitted with your knowledge I considered myself justified in 

commuting the sentence of transportation to five years imprisonment with hard labour, which 

will I trust prove sufficient to meet the demands of justice.   

  

I am very much obliged for your kind offer to allow the Government to have the plot of 

land at Byan Lepass.  When I was at Pinang Col Macpherson asked me whether there would be 

any objection to his making an exchange of sites as he believed that the one you had secured was 

preferable to our own and that, as the bungalow was in so dilapidated a state that it would have to 

be entirely renewed, no extra expense would be incurred by the arrangement.  I signified my 

readiness to give my consent to the measure when the question came before me officially, but 

since then I have heard nothing further on the subject.  Possibly the scheme may be submitted in 

connection with the Budget for the ensuing year. etc. 

                                                                                                Sd O C 

True copy        M P 

Sir B P Maxwell 

  

                                                                                                            Singapore 

                                                                                                            24
th

 December/63 

My dear Sir 

  



            I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 11
th

 Instant. The 

Commission appointed from home to report upon certain points connected with the transfer of 

the Straits to the Colonial Office is now sitting, and we merely await the arrival of the 3
rd

 

Member from Ceylon to close our Proceedings.  As there is no difference of opinion between Sir 

H. Robinson and myself on the different points under consideration I entertain little doubt that 

the transfer will eventually take place, though I hardly think that the measure can be carried into 

effect before the 1
st
 May 1865. 

  

            In the meanwhile there are one or two changes which will I am aware accord with the 

views likely to be expressed by Sir Hercules, and which therefore as they have long been 

advocated, I trust will be authorized by the Supreme Government.  These changes are:- 

            First. The abolition of the land {local?} offices of Coroner at Singapore and Pinang, and 

with the saving thus effected the appointment of a Dy. Commissioner of Police for Province 

Wellesley. 

            2
nd

. The abolition of the Coroner‟s Peons. 

            3
rd

. The extension of the powers of the Small Cause Courts in the Straits to $50 with 

authority, as under the General Bill now before the Legislative Council, to the Local Government 

to increase the amount to $100 if necessary.  Thus {this?} will afford ample relief to the Higher 

Court.  The Bill for the Straits, which has already been read, specifies $100 as the maximum 

amount but I am certain that the extension to $50 is all that will be needed for some time to 

come, as the Higher Court judges are no longer overworked.  At the same time it seems 

necessary to put into action the whole machinery of a Supreme Court to remove the small sum of 

$50, and I am aware that at least one of the Judges, though he would be the last to complain, is of 

the same opinion and would be glad to be relieved of the duty of deciding such minor cases. 

  

            I have received the Letter on the subject of the Chinese Student Interpreters which I 

purpose shewing to Sir H. Robinson.  He has introduced the system at HgKg and is I am aware 

sanguine as to its working extremely well by securing for the Govt the services of an efficient 

staff. 

                                                                                                            Sd O C 

J W Wylie Esqre 

            Under Secy to Govt 

  

PS to above letter 

            Should the Govt purpose sanctioning the appointment of a Crown Counsel it would be 

necessary to make a proviso that the appointment should be merely of a temporary nature as in 

the event of a transfer to the Colonial Office an Attorney Gl would become requisite. 

  

Précis of a letter to the Hon Lt Col Macpherson R C Pinang                        d/24/12/63 

  

With regard to his position on the Transfer taking place is of opinion that if the Colonial Office 

ask for the services of an officer to continue to serve in any portion of what formed British India 

at the time of the transfer to the Crown Sir J W could hardly decline to repudiate their subsequent 

claims to pension.  Is glad to hear of the probable satisfactory settlement of affairs in Perak.  

Desires him to report the source from which the money required for packing the articles for the 



Calcutta Exhibition is to be taken.  Has no objection with regard to the changes on the site of the 

Bungalow. 

  

                                                                                                            M P 

  

My dear Sir Hercules 

  

                        I made another careful inspection of Mount Palmer Battery this morning and am 

now of opinion that with the Tanjong Katong South and Mt. Palmer Batteries armed with long 

range guns of the present day and perhaps strengthened by an additional Gun on its Eastern face, 

for which arrangements could be made at the cost of only a few Rupees worth of Convict Labor 

we shall be perfectly justified in recommending the sale of Fort Fullerton, the proceeds being 

devoted to the construction of a strong work at Tanjong Katong. 

  

            I am informed that from papers received by Messageries from Ceylon it is gathered that 

the proceedings of the court Martial may not close before May.  If this intelligence is confirmed 

on the arrival of the mail it would certainly appear inadvisable for us to await Col Freeth‟s 

advent and we might prepare our report at once. If you concur in this opinion and would kindly 

let me have the perusal of your correspondence on the subject of the Settlement being required to 

make its own arrangements for its ordinary defence, to which it would be necessary to refer, I 

will prepare in detail a rough “Memo” on the several points on which we are agreed, and after 

the arrival of the Mail, we might meet and throw this memorandum into the form of a Report of 

which, when Col Freeth does make his appearance, he might be furnished with a copy with a 

view to his offering any remarks thereon that he might deem proper. 

                                                                                                Sd O C 

Saturday 26/12/63 

                                    M Protheoe 

Sir H Robinson 

  

                                                                                                            26/12/63 

My dear Lushington 

  

                        I am much obliged for your kind note of the 19
th

 Ult which only reached me two 

days ago by the Burmah Steamer.  Since I last wrote to you I have been, as perhaps you are 

aware, appointed a member of the Commission ordered to report upon certain points connected 

with the transfer of the Straits Settlement to the charge of the colonial office.  Sir H Robinson, 

the representative of that office and myself have almost concluded our task and merely await the 

arrival of our colleague, Col Freeth, the representative of the War Office, to bring our labours to 

a close.  As hitherto there has hardly been the slightest difference of opinion I entertain little 

doubt but that the transfer will eventually take place. At the same time I do not consider it 

probable that the measure will finally be carried into effect before the 1
st
 May 1865. 

  

            As far as I am capable of judging, the adjustment of the accounts when the change does 

occur wd. be greatly facilitated by the present Establishment of a local office of audit, and as that 

can be formed without any additional expense and in such a manner as to fully meet the 

recommendations about to be made for the modifications of our different Departments when 



brought under Colonial Office Control, it is possible that Sir Charles Trevelyan may not deem 

the question undeserving of reconsideration. 

  

            At present the Resident Councillor of Singapore who is Ex.officio Secretary to 

Government is also Treasurer, the Collector of Stamps being one of his Assistants though rarely 

employed as such.  The general accounts of the three Residencies are prepared by the three 

R.C.‟s, all Bills for office Contingencies, as well as those for Marine and Convict 

Establishments, being submitted monthly for my audit.  After I have scrutinised them, which I do 

personally having no establishment for the purpose, they are passed and returned to the R.C.‟s 

for transmission to Calcutta.  All ordinary Civil Establishment Bills are forwarded direct to 

Calcutta for audit, and over these the Local Government exercises no check.  All Bills in the 

P.W.D. are audited by the Chief Engineer.  Thus it will be observed that there are 3 auditors for 

the Straits accounts, and consequently I believe there is no single officer, either here or in 

Calcutta, that would be capable of preparing a fair Balance sheet whenever we may be called 

upon to close accounts consequent on the transfer. 

  

            My Budget estimates are framed from Returns furnished by the different R.C.‟s, but my 

means of checking them are extremely imperfect, and generally a month or so is lost in 

unnecessary correspondence calling for explanations regarding different items, before I feel 

justified in accepting the returns as correct and preparing the General Statement for submission 

to the Supreme Government.  Moreover, even as regards ordinary monthly disbursements there 

is often much needless writing owing to my instructions  as to their entry varying from those 

recd. By R.C.‟s direct from Calcutta, regarding which I have no information. 

  

            All this confusion would be avoided by the appointment of a single officer as Dy. Auditor 

General, acting under the orders of the Accountant General of India, to audit all accounts 

connected with the different Departments at the three Stations, as well as to be the sole channel 

of communication for all applications for Govt. Promissory notes on account of Court Deposits, 

appeals against retrenchments etc. 

  

            Our Accounts are not very intricate or voluminous, more especially if {we were?} 

permitted to keep them at Singapore and Malacca as at Pinang, at a uniform rate of exchange, viz 

Rs. 220 per $1,100, an indulgence I have often solicited, and with the aid of two good 

Accountants and proper rule for his guidance, an officer by devoting 2 hours a day to their 

examination might easily bring all our financial transactions under proper control and be able at 

any moment to furnish a Return shewing our exact position.  This would be more particularly the 

case if, as at the Sister Colony of Hg.Kg., we were allowed to enter all Minor receipts and 

disbursements in Dollars, merely converting the sums shewn under the Major Headings and in 

all Returns forwarded to Calcutta, in Rupees. 

  

            By relieving the R.C. at A.pore of the charge of the Treasury, which could be made over 

to the Collector of Stamps, who will also become treasurer when we are brought under the new 

regime, that officer whose duties would then be almost entirely confined to those connected with 

his appt. as Secy. to Govt. would certainly be able to give the necessary attention to the 

supervision of the accounts of the entire settlement, and for his Staff he might be given two 

Accountants from the chief Engineer‟s Office.  This arrangement, which would not entail the 



extra expenditure of a Single Rupee would fully provide for the performance of the duties of Dy. 

Auditor and Acct. General for the Straits.  All returns wd. Thus be prepared for transmission to 

Calcutta by a Single Officer acting under instructions from the Accountant General and in 

immediate communication with the head of the Local Government, and I am sure that when this 

transfer is about to take place, the measure if authorized will be found to be attended with many 

and material advantages, saving an infinite deal of trouble both to the office in Calcutta and the 

Treasury Officer in the Straits as well as to the Home Authorities. 

  

            As it is I am now reducing our accounts to a proper system and I have found the benefit 

of it during the proceedings of the Commission.  Had it been appointed 2 years ago I am afraid 

my colleagues would have found it extremely difficult to have arrived at any satisfactory 

conclusion with respect to our financial position.  Now from the papers I have had prepared for 

his use Sir H. R. is I know fully satisfied as to our ability to pay all our legitimate Expenses 

including a Military Force sufficient for the Maintenance of Internal order, which is of course all 

that can be required of us. 

                                                                                                            Sd O C 

            A H Lushington Esqre 

  

Précis of a letter to Capt. Playfair                                                       27/12/63 

  

Mentions that Mr Baxter will return shortly to his duty.  Has confirmed the appointment of 

Messrs Hanson and Ibertesholet as a temporary arrangement only, and mentions that there is a 

nephew of Sir Hope Grant who is a candidate for employment who would suit here well.  Desires 

him to swear in to work the Chinese as special constables if they give any trouble.  Doubts 

whether the Rajah Inmahat will approve of the agreement between the Sultan of Salangore and 

the Datoo Klana.  Desires him to warn the Sultan of Johore from assisting the ex.Sultan of 

Lingga.  Supposes that he would be entitled to a fair portion of pension should he leave the 

Indian to enter the Colonial Service. 

  

                                                M P                                         Sd O C 

  

Note to Revd J. Mackay thanking him for Scholarship Examination papers. 

  

            D/27/12/63 

  

My dear Sir Richard 

  

                        I did not fail yesterday afternoon to make enquiries regarding accommodation for 

the Registrar and Burn tells me that the 3 rooms nearest the Court and generally occupied by the 

R.C.‟s are available and have already been placed at his disposal pending the execution of repairs 

to his own Quarters.  There is moreover plenty of extra room in the centre room of the govt. 

Office for his spare Papers etc. and they will be perfectly safe as our own records are kept there. 

  

            The petty Jurors can be accommodated if necessary in the little room on the 3
rd

 storey.  I 

hope however there may be no necessity for detaining them. 

  



            This is a very mysterious affair about the “Martaban”.  It appears to me there are one or 

two points that will puzzle even the Crown Lawyers at home, for while she had it is said a British 

Certificate, her crew were shipped under American Articles, and from the deposition taken at 

Malacca it seems that her name was altered on the voyage after the certificate, if she had one, 

must have been painted. 

                                                                                                Sd O C 

                        M P 

Sir R B McCausland 

                        Recorder 


