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1. Fonds-level description 
 

Title 

 

Ray Williston fonds 

 

Dates 

 

1926-1984 

 

Extent 

 

2.4 m of textual records, 90 photographs, 24 maps 

 

Biographical sketch 

 

Ray Gillis Williston was born 17 January 1914 in Victoria to Hubert Haines Williston and Islay 

McCalman. Williston attended the Provincial Normal School and in 1934 began teaching in 

Salmon Arm. During World War II he served in the Royal Canadian Air Force. From 1945 to 

1953 he worked as a school principal and was the school inspector for the Prince George/Peace 

River area. 

 

In 1953 Williston ran in the provincial election for the Social Credit Party in Prince George, 

winning his seat. As part of W.A.C. Bennett’s government, Willison served as Minister of 

Education from 1954 to 1956, and later as Minister of Lands, Forests and Water Resources from 

1956 to 1972. He was defeated in the 1972 election. During his time in office he acted as the 

provincial representative for the 1961 Columbia River Treaty, and played a part in the Two 

Rivers Policy. Following his political career he worked as general manager of the New 

Brunswick Forest Authority, president of British Columbia Cellulose Company, and as a 

consultant for the Canadian International Development Agency and the United Nations Food and 

Agriculture Organization. He died 7 December 2006 at age 91. Williston Lake is named after 

him. 

 

In 1939 Willison married Gladys Edna McInnes (1912-1984). The couple had three children: 

Hubert, Dianne, and Sandra. Following Gladys’s death he married Eileen Thumm (19xx-1996). 

 

Scope and content 

 

Fonds consists of correspondence, memos, reports, photographs and maps relating to the 

Columbia River Treaty, 1950-1972. 

 

Notes 

 



Acquired from Ray Williston, November 1989.  



2. Structure 
 

Series 1. Columbia River Treaty and projects. 1950-72. 

Series consists of … 

 

Series 2. Other water and power projects. 1926-75.  

Series includes the projects at Skagit Valley, Fraser River, and water transfers. 

 

Series 3. Lands and forests. 1956-76.  

Series consists of… 

 

Series 4. BC Cellulose Co. 1976-78, 1984. 

 

Series 5. Miscellaneous reference material.  

Includes transcripts of the International Joint Commission Conference, 1959; and copies of the 

House of Commons Standing Committee on External Affairs, 19 March - 27 May, 1964.  



3. Inventory 
 

Accession 1989-068 

 

Box 1 

 

1.1 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Correspondence of Williston, 1960-1964 

1.2 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Correspondence of W.A.C. Bennett, 1960 

1.3 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Documents -- Treaty Negotiations, 1962 

1.4 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Documents -- Treaty Negotiations, May-June, 1963 

1.5 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Documents -- Treaty Negotiations, July-Aug. , 1963 

1.6 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Documents -- Treaty Negotiations, Sept.-Nov., 1963 

1.7 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Documents -- Treaty Negotiations,December, 1963 

1.8 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Documents -- Treaty Negotiations,January, 1964 

1.9 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Documents -- Treaty Negotiations: Minutes from 5 

Negotiations Sessions, Jan. 21, 1964 

1.10 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Documents -- Miscellaneous, 1961-64 

1.11 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Documents -- Data on Libby Project, 1951 

1.12 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Documents -- Preliminary Report: On Arrow Lakes 

Project, 1954 

1.13 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Documents -- Corrections to: Report of Benefits to 

Canada of Diverting Part of Kootenay River Flow to the Columbia River, 1954 

1.14 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Documents -- Interim Report: Upper Columbia 

River Main Stem Developments, May 1957 

1.15 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Documents -- Report: Economic Studies of The 

Columbia River Development, No., 1958 

1.16 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Documents -- Report: Hydro Electric Development 

of the Columbia River Basin In Canada, Jan., 1959 

1.17 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Documents -- Letter of Transmittal & Report: An 

Appreciation Of Special Factors To Be Considered When Planning Columbia 

Development, 1959 

1.18 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Documents -- Report: On Mica Creek Hydro-

Electric Development, 1960 

1.19 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Documents -- External Affairs Committee: A.G.L. 

McNaughton as Witness, March, 1960 

1.20 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Documents -- Analysis & Progress Report by U.S. 

Negotiators, Oct., 1960 

1.21 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Documents -- Treaty: Between Canada & The U.S. 

For Cooperative Development of the Columbia River Basin, Jan. 17, 1961 

1.22 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Documents -- Interim Report No. 1 On Columbia & 

Peace River Projects, March, 1961 

1.23 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Documents -- Supplement to Report: Factors 

Affecting the Cost of Columbia River Power in Canada May, 1961             



 

Box 2 

 

2.1 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Documents -- Consultant's Report on: Columbia 

River Development (3 vol. & Appendix), 1961 

2.2 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Documents -- Report: Synopsis of Columbia River 

Development, Including Arrow Lakes, Duncan Lake, and Mica Storage Projects, 1962 

2.3 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Documents -- Overview: Columbia River 

Development, May, 1963 

2.4 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Documents -- Comments on Report: Determination 

of Canadian Downstream Power Entitlement, Nov. 23, 1963 

2.5 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Documents -- Columbia River Treaty Protocol, Jan. 

22, 1964 

2.6 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Documents -- Review of Report on Columbia-

Fraser Diversion 

2.7 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Documents -- Statement on Columbia River Treaty 

by Secretary Of State for External Affairs, March 3, 1964 

2.8 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Documents -- Statements by B.C. Government & 

B.C. Hydro on Columbia River Treaty, 1964 

2.9 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Documents -- Submission to External Affairs on 

Columbia River Treaty, April, 1964 

2.10 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Documents -- Two Government Documents On: 

Columbia River Treaty and Protocol 

2.11 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Documents -- House of Commons  

  Standing Committee on External Affairs -- 

  No. 1   -- Thursday, March, 19, 1964, Wednesday, March 25, 1964 

  No. 2   -- Tuesday, April 7, 1964 

  No. 3   -- Thursday, April 9, 1964 

  No. 4   -- Friday, April 10, 1964 

  No. 5   -- Monday, April 13, 1964 

  No. 6   -- Tuesday, April 14, 1964 

  No. 7   -- Wednesday, April 15, 1964 

  No. 8   -- Thursday, April 16, 1964 

  No. 9   -- Monday, April 20, 1964 

  No. 10 -- Tuesday, April 21, 1964 

  No. 11 -- Wednesday, April 22, 1964 

  No. 12 -- Thursday, April 23, 1964 

  No. 13 -- Friday, April 24, 1964 

  No. 14 -- Monday, April 27, 1964 

  No. 15 -- Tuesday, April 28, 1964 

  No. 16 -- Wednesday, April 29, 1964 

  No. 17 -- Monday, May 1, 1964 

  No. 18 -- Monday, May 4, 1964 



  No. 19 -- Tuesday, May 5, 1964 

  No. 20 -- Wednesday, May 6, 1964 

  No. 21 -- Thursday, May 7, 1964 

  No. 22 -- Friday, May 8, 1964 

  No. 23 -- Monday, May 11, 1964 and Tuesday, May 12, 1964 

  No. 24 -- Wednesday, May 13, 1964 

  No. 25 -- Thursday, May 14, 1964 

  No. 26 -- Friday, May 15, 1964 

  No. 27 -- Wednesday, May 20, 1964 

    No. 28 -- Thursday, May 21, 1964 

   No. 29 -- Tuesday, May 26, 1964 and Wednesday, May 27, 1964 

2.12 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Documents -- Columbia Basin ProblemsMay 14, 15 

and 23, 1958 

2.13 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Documents -- Bonneville Project Act Amendments 

of 1958, December 8, 9, 10 and 11, 1958 

2.14 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Documents -- Upper Columbia River Development, 

April 21, 22, 23, May 5, 6, and 7, 1978         

2.15 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Documents -- Third Power plant, Grand Coulee 

Dam, April 13, 1965 

 

Box 3 

 

3.1 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Documents -- Three B.C. Hydro Reports On 

Columbia River Development, 1964 

3.2 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Documents -- Six Short Reports on the Treaty and 

Project Implementation, 1969-1972 

3.3 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Documents -- Annual Reports by the Columbia 

River Treaty Engineering Board, 1965-1971 

3.4 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Documents -- Treaty: Agreements of the Entities 

3.5 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Correspondence With Williston: Canadian Entity, 

Columbia River Treaty, 1971-1972 

 

Box 4 

 

4.1 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Kootenay River: An Interim Report November 1, 

1950 

4.2 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Libby Project Kootenay River, July 1951 

4.3 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Report of the International Joint Commission 

United States and Canada, 1959 

4.4 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Report No. 1 to the International Joint Commission 

-- From Columbia River Work Group 1959 

4.5 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Report to I.J.C.: Water Resources of the Columbia 

River Basin, 1959 



4.6 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Transcripts -- International Joint Commission 

Conference, Montreal June, 1959 

4.7 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Transcripts -- International Joint Commission 

Executive Session April 30-May 1, 1959 

4.8 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Transcripts -- International Joint Commission 

Executive Session, May 31, 1959 

4.9 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Speeches and Press Releases, 1961-64 

4.10  Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Program & Articles For Rocky Beach Dam 

Dedication, July 20, 1963 (1 photo) 

4.11 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Official Program for Banquet  Celebrating Treaty & 

Progress of Construction, May 19, 1965 

4.12 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Miscellaneous Articles on Treaty  

4.13 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Maps (2 maps) 

4.14 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Photographs -- Columbia Basin Sites in Canada, 

1958 (48 photos) 

4.15 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Photographs -- Mica Right-Of-Way Pre Logging, 

1972 (6 photos) 

4.16 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Peace River -- Correspondence, 1960-1962 

4.17 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Peace River -- Report: Power Capabilities & 

Operating Aspects of the Peace River Project, 1960 

4.18 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Peace River -- Report: Power Capabilities & 

Operating Aspects of a B.C. Power Pool, 1961 

4.19 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Peace River -- Report: Peace River Project-

Transmission Route for Vancouver Island, 1961 

4.20 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Peace River -- Report: Notes on the Peace River 

Project, 1962 

4.21 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Peace River -- Report: Peace River Project-Review 

of Construction, 1969 

4.22 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Peace River -- Photographs -- Project Progress, 

1964 (15 photos) 

4.23 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- Peace River -- Miscellaneous Materials & 

Documents, 1959-1966 

4.24 Columbia River Treaty & Projects -- COMINCO Power -- Correspondence File for 

Bonneville Inter-Tie, 1961-1962 

 

Box 5 

 

5.1 Other Water & Power Projects -- Skagit Valley -- Ministry Master File -- 

Correspondence and Documents, 1926-1972 

5.2 Other Water & Power Projects -- Skagit Valley -- Skagit Environmental Newsletters, 

Feb.-Aug.., 1971 

5.3 Other Water & Power Projects -- Skagit Valley -- I.J.C. Report: Environmental & 

Ecological Consequences in Canada of Raising Ross Lake in the Skagit Valley, 1971 



5.4 Other Water & Power Projects -- Skagit Valley -- Statement by Federal Government 

Minister on I.J.C. Skagit Valley Report (with markings and Notes), December 17, 1971 

5.5 Other Water & Power Projects -- Fraser River -- Preliminary Report: Development of 

Moran Dam Site 

5.6 Other Water & Power Projects -- Fraser River -- Preliminary Report: Flood Control & 

Hydro-Electric Power in Fraser River Basin and Appendix A & B), 1958 

5.7 Other Water & Power Projects -- Fraser River -- Final Report: Flood Control & Hydro 

Electric Power in the Fraser River Basin and Appendices, 1963 

5.8 Other Water & Power Projects -- B.C. Hydro -- Report: Forecast of Gross Load  

  Requirements for all Services, 1970 

5.9 Other Water & Power Projects -- B.C. Hydro -- Consultant's Report: Review of 

Computer Systems and Facilities, 1971  

5.10 Other Water & Power Projects -- B.C. Hydro -- Report: Five Year Forecast of Sales 

Revenues, 1972 

5.11 Other Water & Power Projects -- B.C. Hydro -- Submission: Application for Natural Gas 

Transmission System Serving Powell River & Vancouver Island, 1972 

5.12 Other Water & Power Projects -- B.C. Hydro -- Miscellaneous Documents, 1967-1971 

5.13 Other Water & Power Projects -- Water Transfers -- NAWAPA Plan Documents, 1964 

5.14 Other Water & Power Projects -- Water Transfers -- Collected Articles About NAWAPA 

Plan   

5.15 Other Water & Power Projects -- Water Transfers -- Other Water Transfer & Diversion 

Plans 

5.16 Other Water & Power Projects -- Miscellaneous Reports: The Northwest Power Project & 

Its Related Industries, 1954 (2 maps) 

 

Box 6 

 

6.1 Other Water & Power Projects -- Miscellaneous Reports: Water Powers British 

Columbia, 1954 

6.2 Other Water & Power Projects -- Miscellaneous Reports: Requirements of Principal 

Electrical Agencies in B.C. to 1975 & Available Undeveloped Hydro Sites, 1955 

6.3 Other Water & Power Projects -- Miscellaneous Reports: B.C. Government Submission 

for Bill No. 3 -- An Act Respecting Construction, Operation, and Maintenance of 

International River Improvements, 1955  

6.4 Other Water & Power Projects -- Miscellaneous Reports: Electrical Interconnection for 

Southern British Columbia, 1960 

6.5 Other Water & Power Projects -- Miscellaneous Reports: Power Costs & General 

Information-500 Megawatt Thermal Power Unit Proposed by Livingstone Range 

Syndicate, 1963 

6.6 Other Water & Power Projects -- Miscellaneous -- Reports -- 2 Reports on United States 

Energy Studies, 1964    

6.7 Other Water & Power Projects -- Miscellaneous -- Reports: Some Observations on Water 

Resource Management in B.C., 1967 



6.8 Other Water & Power Projects -- Miscellaneous -- Reports: Regional & National Electric 

Transmission Systems for Canada, 1967 

6.9 Other Water & Power Projects -- Miscellaneous -- Reports: Kootenay Canal Plant 

Feasibility, 1967 

6.10 Other Water & Power Projects -- Miscellaneous -- Reports: 7 Mile Site Power 

Development Feasibility Report, 1968 

6.11 Other Water & Power Projects -- Miscellaneous -- Reports: British Columbia Power 

Study, 1971 

6.12 Other Water & Power Projects -- Miscellaneous -- Reports: Electric Energy Resources & 

Future Power Supply, 1972 

6.13 Other Water & Power Projects -- Miscellaneous -- Articles & Papers -- Energy Issues, 

1960-1962 

6.14 Other Water & Power Projects -- Speeches -- Williston: Impact of Water Policies & 

Problems on Provincial Administration in B.C., April 7, 1969 

6.15 Other Water & Power Projects -- Speeches -- Miscellaneous -- Energy & Water Issues, 

1960-1962 

6.16 Lands & Forests -- Tahsis Tree Farm License -- Extension -- Proposal by Tahsis, 1965 

6.17 Lands & Forests -- Tahsis Tree Farm License -- Extension -- Tree Farm Maps (2 maps) 

6.18 Lands & Forests -- Tahsis Tree Farm License -- Extension -- Notes 

6.19 Lands & Forests -- Tahsis Tree Farm License -- Extension -- Report for Public Hearing 

(With Markings & Changes), 1965 

6.20 Lands & Forests -- Tahsis Tree Farm License -- Extension -- Letters of Support, 1965 

6.21 Lands & Forests -- Tahsis Tree Farm License -- Extension -- Letters & Briefs Objecting, 

1965 

6.22 Lands & Forests -- Tahsis Tree Farm License -- Extension -- Letters & Briefs of Non-

Support, Non-Objection, 1965 

6.23 Lands & Forests -- Tahsis Tree Farm License -- Extension -- Proceedings at Public 

Hearings, August, 1965 

6.24 Lands & Forests -- Forestry Public Hearings -- Canadian Forest Products, June, 1962 

6.25 Lands & Forests -- Forestry Public Hearings -- Celgar Limited, April, 1964 

  

Box 7 

 

7.1 Lands & Forests -- Forestry Public Hearings -- Bulkley Valley Pulp & Timber Ltd. April, 

1964 

7.2 Lands & Forests -- Forestry Public Hearings -- Alexandra Forest Industries Ltd. May, 

1964 

7.3 Lands & Forests -- Forestry Public Hearings -- Northwood Mills Ltd. May, 1964 

7.4 Lands & Forests -- Forestry Public Hearings -- Rayonier Canada Limited, January, 1965 

7.5 Lands & Forests -- Forestry Public Hearings -- United Pulp Company, Ltd.,January, 1965 

7.6 Lands & Forests -- Forestry Public Hearings -- Intercontinental Pulp Company Ltd., 

January, 1965 



7.7 Lands & Forests -- Forestry Public Hearings -- Canal Development & Kicking Horse 

Forest Products 

7.8 Lands & Forests -- Forestry Public Hearings -- Eurocan Pulp & Paper CompanyLtd., 

August, 1965 

7.9 Lands & Forests -- Forestry Public Hearings -- Crown Zellerback Canada Ltd., January, 

1968 

7.10 Lands & Forests -- Report by D.B. Turner for Minister -- Recreational Recourses, April, 

1956 

7.11 Lands & Forests -- Report: Route & General Plan for a Railway in Northern B.C., 1959 

(2 maps) 

 

Box 8 

 

8.1 Lands & Forests -- Agenda & Materials -- Alaska, Yukon, British Columbia Conference, 

June, 1961 (6 maps) 

8.2 Lands & Forests -- Report by U.S. Forest Service: Stumpage Prices & Pricing Policies in 

B.C., 1962 

8.3 Lands & Forests -- Photographs -- Interior Spruce Mill at Brickorn Lake, 1963 (13 photos 

and negatives) 

8.4 Lands & Forests -- Report with Supporting Documents and Photographs: Potential 

Canadian Harbour In Tarr Inlet, 1964 (3 maps, 7 photos) 

8.5 Lands & Forests -- Proceedings -- The B.C. Environment Conference, June, 1967 

8.6 Lands & Forests -- Report: Stellako Lake Log Drive, 1967 

8.7 Lands & Forests -- Submitted Brief: Potential for Establishing Historic Waterway Area of 

Park between Prince George & the Parsnip River, 1971 

8.8 Lands & Forests -- Publication: Forests Resource Reader, 1971 

8.9 Lands & Forests -- Agenda & Briefing Notes -- Canadian Council Resource Ministers 

Annual Meeting, Sept., 1971 

8.10 Lands & Forests -- Minutes -- Environment Land Use Committee Meetings, June, 1970-

August, 1972 

8.11 Lands & Forests -- Report: Program for Rationalization of Forest & Rail Sectors in 

Northwestern B.C., 1972 

8.12 Lands & Forests -- Report: An Information System for Rural Land-Use Planning, 

January, 1973 

8.13 Lands & Forests -- Summary Reports: Royal Commission on Forest Resources August, 

1975-Jan.., 1976 

8.14 Lands & Forests -- Map -- To Accompany MacMillan Bloedel Brief to B.C. Royal 

Commission on Forestry (1 map) 

8.15 Lands & Forests -- Miscellaneous -- Forestry Materials 

8.16 Lands & Forests -- Miscellaneous -- Mining & Drilling 

8.17 B.C. Cellulose Company -- Williston Master File: Memos, notes, reports, maps, 1976-

1978 (2 maps) 



8.18 B.C. Cellulose Company -- Report: Cedar Chip Supply for Proposed Waferboard Plant, 

1984 

8.19 Collected Materials -- Publication: Heritage of Power 

8.20 Collected Materials -- Instructor's Manual -- Hunter Training Program in B.C. 

8.21 Collected Materials -- Articles -- Miscellaneous B.C. Topics (1) 

8.22 Collected Materials -- Articles -- Miscellaneous B.C. Topics (2) 

8.23 Collected Materials -- Miscellaneous 

 

Box 9 (O/S) 

 

9.1   International Joint Commission Proposed Plan of Development for Columbia River -- 

Copper Creek -- Dorr Diversion -- Elevation Chart -- Non-Diversion (4 charts) 


